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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2025

Hall hired as new county school superintendent

By PAYTON TOWNS Il

Senior Reporter

The Laurens County
Board of Education unani-
mously named O.J. Hall as
its next superintendent Fri-
day morning.

Hall, who will be replac-
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PAYMENT INFORMATION:

Our vendors accept cash, the majority
also accept Venmo or CashApp.
You may use your debit/credit card at
the information booth to get
Market Tokens, as well as tokens
using your SNAP/EBT card.

(We are an authorized SNAP/EBT market,)

VENDORS FOR SATURDAY
October 4 (7:30 AM to 12:30 PM)

Amy Steptoe

baked goods

All-N-Style, LLC

jerk chicken

Art by Wylene

acrylic paintings & pillows
Backyard Shed

bread, jellies & salsa

BB2

hair & body care, herbal teas & juices
Boyd's Knives

handmade knives & more
C & I Bookish

jewelry and pens
Crackerwoods Farm

farm fresh beef & pork
Donna Todd

plants and flowers

Eden Organics

produce & eggs

Elevated Eatery

cupcakes & juices

Hot Rod’s Ohoopee Grilling Sauce
bar-b-que sauce

Infused & Rooted

Infused olive oils

The Jerk Shop

jerky

Jewelry by Keen
handmade jewelry

Jordan Farm

pork rinds, produce & more
Jos'Pee Blueberry Farm
sweets & blueberries

K&D Sweets

sweets, baked goods
Kaleigh Jordan Farm
fresh produce

Kathy Thompson

plants

Lumi Vita Skin Care
tallow-based skincare
Parker Dairy Flower Farm
flowers & plants

Psalm 115:1 Farm
seasonal plants & baked goods
Riverbend Meadow Market
seasonal veggies

Robbie Graham

veggies

Simply Magnolia

candles & sprays
Southern Custom Woodcraft LLC
custom woodcraft

Tanya Yoder

mums

Tasty Paws

organic pet treats and more
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ing current Laurens Coun-
ty Superintendent Clifford
Garnto, was approved on
a 5-0 vote during a called
meeting.

Hall’s official start date
as superintendent will be
when students return from
Christmas break in Janu-
ary.

“My situation will be a
little bit different in that
Garnto will be here until
the Christmas break,” Hall
said. “I will have a few more
months to learn and get ev-
erything I can out of him. I
know he will be just a phone
call away. He and I have al-
ready started the transition
process. We want to make
sure there is a flow and
consistency with all of the
great things the foundation
has been laid for, and built
upon, during his five and
half years as superinten-
dent.”

Hall was born and raised

coming the assistant prin-
cipal and head basketball
coach there.

“It is always great to be
able to hire a former student
to come back and teach for
you,” Garnto said. “Hugh
Kight and I recognized those
leadership capabilities he
had early on. Once I became
principal (at WLHS), there
was an opportunity to bring
him on as an assistant prin-
cipal, and he came on my
staff before he was snatched
up to become a principal at
East Laurens Middle.”

Hall took that position in
2015 and continued in that
role while also serving as
East Laurens High School
principal from 2016-2018.
He was then principal at
only the high school for
2019 and beginning of 2020
before the school shut down

and Morgan.

in Laurens County, grad-
uating from West Laurens
High School in 2002. He is
married to Erica, and they
have two children — Mya

Hall went to Georgia
Southern University, where

he graduated with an under-
graduate degree in history
education, and he agradu-

ated from Georgia College &
State University, where he
obtained his master’s and
education specialist degrees
in educational leadership.
He returned to GSU for his

0.J. Hall talks to the crowd, including his daughters and wife on the front row, after Friday’s
vote to officially hire him as Laurens County’s new school superintendent/PAYTON TOWNS liI

doctorate in education and
curriculum studies.

He returned to WLHS
where he taught U.S. histo-
ry, American government
and world history before be-

for the pandemic.

“I have been on both
sides of the county,” Hall
said. “My wife has taught
on both sides, and I've been

COUNTY SCHOOLS

Continued on page 10

From left: Curriculum director Marcee Pool, Superintendent Fred Williams, Teacher of
the Year Lakeisha Washington and school board chairman Kenny Walters/SPECIAL PHOTO

Washington named Teacher of
the Year for Dublin City Schools

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

Lakeisha  Washington,
a fifth-grade social studies
teacher at Dublin Middle
School, has been named
the 2025—2026 Dublin City
Schools Teacher of the Year.

A proud Dublin City
Schools alumna, Washing-
ton has taught for six years
at Dublin Middle School,
where she is known for her
passion for history, her stu-
dent-centered  approach,
and her commitment to eq-
uity and inclusion. She now

moves forward to represent
Dublin City Schools at the
state level in the Georgia
Teacher of the Year compe-
tition.

“Ms. Washington em-
bodies excellence in teach-
ing and leadership," said
Willie Batts, principal of
Dublin Middle School. "She
builds meaningful relation-
ships with students, mod-
els professionalism for her
peers, and creates a class-
room where all students feel
seen, heard and valued. She
is the type of teacher who

changes lives, and this rec-
ognition is a reflection of her
tremendous impact.”

Parent and fellow edu-
cator Keshia Howell shared
how Washington trans-
formed her son’s middle
school experience.

“From day one, Ms.
Washington made it clear
that her classroom was a
safe space for all students.
My son not only felt safe
and included, but he also
developed an excitement for

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Continued on page 10

Daniels chosen as
interim city clerk

By PAYTON TOWNS i

Senior Reporter

A day after announc-
ing the resignation of its
city clerk, the Dublin City
Council appointed its city
treasurer as the interim
city clerk during a called
meeting.

Blake Daniels was ad-
ministered the oath of of-
fice shortly after the 6-0
vote. He replaces Heather
Browning who resigned
Monday, a day before she
was arrested and charged
with theft by deception by
the Georgia Bureau of In-
vestigation. The Laurens
County Sheriff’s Office re-
quested the agency to in-
vestigate after members
from Cedar Grove Method-
ist Church reported money
missing from church ac-
counts.

According to the GBI,
the investigation showed
Browning breached her
fiduciary duty by falsely
writing and cashing checks
from the bank accounts of
the church.

Dublin Mayor Joshua
Kight was disappointed
in the situation.

“Obviously, this is
something that nobody
wants to have happen in
any organization that they
are part of,” the mayor

said. “We obviously placed
trust in somebody who did
not live up to that trust.
We've got to own that and
accept responsibility for it.

“I believe all of us were
close to Heather,” Kight
added. “We are incredi-
bly disappointed, shocked
and surprised that this
happened. We do pray
for her as we do pray for
the victims of the church.
Understand that every or-
ganization is going to face
challenges. It’s going to
happen. The question is
how do you respond to it,
do you own it and do you
try to make it better going
forward? We are taking
this opportunity to review
all of our processes and
protocols and make sure
we are protecting the pub-
lic’s funds and earning the
public’s trust. That review
will continue, but I think
it’s important that we take
this moment so that we
will come out of this as a
better city.”

Kight thanked Dan-
iels for taking on an ad-
ditional position. Dublin
City Manager Josh Powell
said he had talked with
Councilman Bennie Jones,
who was unable to attend

CITY CLERK

Continued on page 10

Challenger Davis, incumbent McRae vie for school

These are the first in a series of

Dublin

Why do you feel that you

board seat

question-and-answer articles with
candidates in the city of Dublin's
Board of Education and City Coun-
cil elections on Nov. 4.

Why do you feel that you
are the more qualified candi-
date for the position?

Our school system is in absolute
chaos and disarray, and the people
who got us into this mess are not the
ones to get us out of it. Our current
city wide representative, Regina
McRae, gave us a giant property tax
increase supposedly to cover rising
costs of health insurance, took an
additional $3 million of our tax dol-
lars, and then didn’t pay the health
insurance premiums! Now we're
looking at a projected $13 million
shortfall at the end of the school
year and further increased property
taxes! This is madness!

It is truly heartbreaking and
appalling that she refuses to admit
any responsibility whatsoever for
this historic catastrophe.

City Schools,
along with my
church, has
been the cen-
ter of my social
life and com-
munity service
for years. Our
three children
attend Dublin
City Schools, and are all active in
sports, drama, art, and service orga-
nizations like Beta Club. I have yet
to meet Mrs. McRae or see her at a
single school function in support of
the kids of the hundreds of events
I have attended and/or served as a
volunteer. The question I get asked
most about her in the community is
“Who is she?” My wife and I have
served as officers in booster clubs,
volunteers, cooks, cleaners, donors,
whatever is needed. I'm willing to
serve where the help is needed the
most. I didn’t make this mess, but

DAVIS

Continued on page 10

are the more qualified candi-
date for this position?

After serving on the Dublin
City School Board for the past two
years, I feel that I am more quali-
fied to continue to work towards
building a stronger school system. I
feel that T understand the relation-
ship between policy decisions and
academic success. As a profession-
al in the mental health field with
over 20 years of experience and a
business owner, I feel that add an
understanding of serving people
and building relationships. Oper-
ating a private counseling practice
and a transportation company in
the community has helped me gain
experience with management, bud-
geting and providing oversight.

In my experience with work-
ing with families in the communi-
ty, I've had an opportunity to hear
honest feedback and concerns. I
believe that I'm very approachable
and that I can connect with people.
Additionally, as a proud parent of

three  Dublin
City School
honor gradu-

ates who have
all gone on to || %
pursue  high- |88
er education, [}
I am person-
ally invested
in the success
of the school
district. My
children are products of the Dub-
lin City School System, and I have
witnessed first-hand how they have
been empowered and equipped
to be our next generation of lead-
ers. I offer a unique prospective to
problem solving and encouraging
parent involvement. I hope to uti-
lize my skills and connections with
the community to help further the
goals of Dublin City Schools.

What are the biggest issues
facing the Dublin City School

McRAE

Continued on page 10
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Lillie Slade Graham

Lillie Slade Graham
passed away peacefully on
Sept. 30, 2025, at the age of
96, in Rockledge, Georgia.
Born on April 19, 1929, in
Johnson County, Ga., Lillie
was the cherished daughter
of Arthur and Gussie Phil-
lips Slade. She spent her
childhood surrounded by
a large and loving family, a
foundation that shaped her
into the remarkable woman
remembered by all.

Lillie's life was a testa-
ment to the enduring pow-
er of love and commitment.
She was the beloved wife
of the late Bennie H. Gra-
ham, with whom she shared
a blissful marriage of 57
years. Together, they nur-
tured a family that became
her pride and joy. Although
preceded in death by her
daughter, Amanda Graham,
Lillie's legacy continues
through her devoted daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Anita
Graham Smith and Daniel
Paul Smith.

Her sister and brother-
in-law, Lenore Slade Brant-
ley and Mervin Brantley,
along with many nieces
and nephews, also mourn
the loss of a woman whose
gentle presence was a gift in
their lives.

Lillie was also preceded
in death by her siblings of
Charlie Slade, Louis Slade,
Edna Slade Lord, Alice
Lamb, Eddie Slade, William
Slade and Anna Slade.

Lillie's role as a home-
maker was one she embraced
with grace and dedication.
Her home was an extension
of her heart, where the aro-
ma of her cooking welcomed
family and friends, and her
gentle spirit made everyone
feel loved. She was a ded-
icated mother, not only to
her own children but to all
who crossed her threshold.

A woman of strong faith,
Lillie was a member of Rock-
ledge Methodist Church
and held fond memories of
her childhood baptism at
Buckeye Christian Church.
She cherished her visits to
Buckeye Christian, where
she felt a deep connection
to her roots. Her faith was
her compass, guiding her
through life's joys and sor-
rows with unwavering hope
and grace.

Graveside funeral ser-
vices were held at 10 a.m.,
Friday, Oct. 3, 2025 at Dub-
lin Memorial Gardens with
Rev. Harvey Al Soles offici-

ANNIVERSARIES

Oct. 6
Tamarqua & Carla
Smith

BIRTHDAYS

Oct. 4
MaKinzie Page
Juan Rozier

Oct.5
Jaxon Jeremiah Austin
Johnny Tavares Smith
Jr.

ating.
The family received
friends from 6 p.m. until 8
p-m., Thursday, Oct. 2, 2025
at the funeral home.
Pallbearers will be Mark
Keen, Billy Graham, Larry
Tanner, Seth Edge, Jason
Smith and Jeremy Stone.
Arnold Horton and Da-
vid Keen served as honorary
pallbearers.
Please

visit WWW.

townsendfuneralhome.com
to sign the online memorial
register.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of
the arrangements.

™

Rondrick Dontrell
Wright

Funeral services for Mr.
Rondrick Dontrell Wright,
of Wrightsville, Georgia, will
be held on Saturday, Oct. 4,
2025, at 3 p.m. at the Buck-
eye Baptist Church, 2176
New Buckeye Road in East
Dublin. Interment will fol-
low in the church cemetery.

He was born to Ronnie
Wright and Kimberly Haw-
kins Jones on Thursday,
Jan. 14, 1988.

He graduated from John-
son County High School in
2006. Rondrick had numer-
ous jobs which included a
lawn service that he took
pride in. He was a truck
driver and was also a car de-
tailer.

Mr. Rondrick Dontrell
Wright passed away on Fri-
day, Sept. 26, 2025 . He was
preceded in death by his
grandparents, Jackie and
Zadie Hawkins, Linda Moye,
C.W. Wright and a sister,
Khristal Wright.

Mr. Wright is survived by
his wife, Shirreka Wright,

Wrightsville; daughters,
Ayairi Wright, Precious
Scott, Wrightsville; son,

Jeston Grady, Wrightsville;
his mother, Kimberly (Lu-
cius) Jones; father, Ronnie
(Gale) Wright, Wrightsville;
his siblings, LaKeisha (Tra-
vis) Brinson, Wrightsville,
Andrea Taylor, Aiken, South
Carolina, Ronnesha Wright,
Wrightsville, Gavin Peeler,
Wrightsville, Brentavious
Peeler, Sandersville; moth-
er-in-law, Patricia “Ann”
Jenkins, Wrightsville;
grandparents, Dave (Grace)
Moye, Wrightsville, Annie
Lois Wright, Pringle; aunts,
Zelda Cummings, Sand-
ersville, Latoria (Maurice)
Canty, Atlanta, Gloria Ste-
phens, Pringle, Gwendolyn
“Shawn” Jackson, Warner

Robins, Latasha (Larry)
Darrisaw; uncles, Marcus
(Taeko) Arline, Sumter,

South Carolina, Chris Haw-
kins of Germany, Johnny
Lincoln, Tim Lincoln, both
of Brooklyn, New York,
Ricky (Arnetria) Prosse of
Kathleen, Tyrone Jones,
Douglasville, Robbie Moye,
Cochran; great aunts, Bar-
bara Wright, Wrightsville,
Hazel Wright ofTennille,
Gwendolyn Wright, Pring-
le; devoted nieces, Ja'Naya
Hawkins, Ty'Rielle Press-
ley, S’Riyah Bostick, Kassi-
di Wright, Aubree Wright,
all of Wrightsville; devoted
nephews, Tommy Ricks, IV,
Warner Robins, Travis Brin-
son, Jr. Wrightsville; de-
voted cousin, Tomekia (Ty-
rone) Taylor, Wrightsville
and a host of other relatives

Cody Tanner

-ﬂr TANNERS SERVICE PLUMBING

Servicing Wilkinson, Twiggs, Bleckley, Laurens
and part of Houston county.
We are a locally owned small family business looking to

serve our local communities with affordable prices and
guaranteed leak free connections .

912-592-5414

and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin

Richard Ricardo
"Peenee" Phillips

Funeral services for Mr.
Richard Ricardo “Peenee”
Phillips of Rochester, New
York, were held on Friday,
Oct. 3, 2025, at 1:30 p.m.
at the Saint Luke Baptist
Church, 620 East Main
Street in Dexter, Georgia.
Interment will follow in the
Saint Luke Church Ceme-
tery.

Richard Ricardo Phil-
lips was born on Saturday,
Dec. 26, 1953, in Eastman,
Georgia. He was the seventh
child born to the union of
Willie Raymond Phillips and
Margarette Curry Phillips.
He received his education at
Peabody High School. Upon
completion of school he had
his first born, Sean Fluellen.
Soon after, Richard moved
to Dexter, Georgia, where he
worked for Lord’s Sausage
Company.

While in Dexter, he met
Eva Mae Pittman, who he
would later marry, and
moved to Rochester, New
York, where they had a
daughter, Rachel Phillips.
Together, they raised Kati-
na Williams, Pamela Jones,
and Tamela Jones. Richard
was very skilled, resulting
in him having many careers
such as carpentry where
he built beautiful homes.
He was a chef at Mr. Souls
Restaurant. For 20 years, he
worked for Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology where he
would later retire. Richard
enjoyed his life to the fullest.
He loved to spend time with
his family and friends. Many
of his weekends were spent
fishing as much as he could.
You could always find him
listening to music, playing
chess, checkers, and many
different card games. His
retirement allowed him the
freedom to spend his days
making memories with the
people he loved.

Mr. Phillips passed away
on Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025.
Richard was preceded in
death by his parents, broth-
ers, Walter Boxton, Johnny
Boxton, Joseph Phillips, and
grandson, Benjamin Hood.

He is survived by his
wife, Eva Mae Phillips; son,
Sean (Angela) Fluellen;
daughters, Rachel Phillips,
Katina Williams, Pame-
la (Sulina) Jones, Tame-
la Jones; sisters, Joann C.
Williams, Willie Mae (Ray)
Vickers, Debra M. (Dwight)
Austin; brothers, Marvin

Phillips, Jimmy L. (Darnel-
la) Phillips; aunt, Jessie Joe
Curry-White; ten grandchil-
dren; five great-grandchil-
dren , and a host of nieces,
nephews, and cousins.
Please post your condo-

lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin
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Willie "Bim" Reese

Funeral services for Mr.
Willie "Bim" Reese, of Lake-
land, Florida, will be held
on Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025,
at 1 p.m. at the Saint Galilee
Baptist Church, 1053 Idyl-
wild Drive in Wrightsville,
Georgia. Interment will fol-
low in the Hightower Family
Cemetery.

Willie Reese, “Bim” as
he was called, was born on
Monday, Oct. 21, 1929, in
Wrightsville, Georgia, to
Horace Hodges and Pearl
Reese. To this union four
brothers, Horace Hodges
Jr, John Willie Hodges, Wil-
lie James Hodges and C. J.
Reese, and two sisters, Edis
Hodges and Lillian Hodges,
were born.

Willie started out his
education attending Dock
Kemp school before having
to later work in the fields
which resulted in him re-
ceiving tutoring.

Willie “Bim” met and
married Julia Pearl; to this
union, four daughters were
born.

He later relocated to Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, and
started singing with a group
called “The Smiling Jubi-
laires” around 1950 where
they recorded several al-
bums.

He later met and mar-
ried his second wife, Florine
Cooper; to this union, four
sons were born.

Willie “Bim” worked with
several jobs to include a jan-
itor at a school, two roofing
companies, and later worked
at Bonded Rental Agency as
a successful repairman for
51 years until he retired.

Willie “Bim” later moved
to Lakeland, Florida, when
his health started to fail him.
Willie became a member
at Judah Temple and lat-
er started to attend Trinity
Primitive Baptist Church.

Willie “Bim” was known
for his singing and was loved
by his church family.

Mr. Reese passed away
on Thursday, September 25,
2025, in Lakeland, Florida.
His parents, daughter, and
all his brothers and sisters,
and two daughters, Autry
Reese Dennis, and Annie
Vera Reese, preceded him in
death.

Willie “Bim” leaves to
cherish daughters, Jan-
ice Reese Howard, Pearl
(James) Reese Whaley;
sons, Willie (Tammy) Re-
ese, Jr., Lawrence (Myrtho)
Reese, Christopher (Sheila)
Reese, Calvin (Shannon)
Reese; eleven grandsons, six

JOHNSON

Tree & Stump Removal
Tree Removal ¢ Stump Grinding
Bobcat Service ¢ Lot Clearing

" 478-279-1709
Truck

- INSURED
478-275-8003
Home

granddaughters and a host
of great-grandchildren and
great great grandchildren,
nephews, nieces, cousins
and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences at ServicesbyDudley.
com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin.

Donald Hugh Fountain

Donald Hugh Fountain,
75, of East Dublin, died
on Sept. 27, 2025. He was
born Aug. 3, 1950 in Dub-
lin, Georgia. He grew up in
a farming family, learning
to work at a young age. An
alumnus of East Laurens
(1968) and Abraham Bald-
win Agricultural College,
Donald began his profes-
sional career at Dixie Farm
Equipment, then returned
to farming. He later oper-
ated his own trucking com-
pany as an owner/operator.
Donald, nicknamed Smooth
by coworkers, then began
his more than 40 years in
the construction industry;
working for Dublin Con-
struction, Graham Brothers

Construction,  Specialized
Services, Brad Cole Con-
struction, CBP Environ-
mental, and Phillips Inc.
Donald was a member of
Bethlehem Baptist Church.
He was a loving husband,

father, grandfather, and
great-grandfather.
Survivors include his

wife, Eulita Kay Fountain;
mother, Dorothy J. Foun-
tain; son, Marcus (Stefanie)
Fountain of Seymour, Tenn.;
daughter, Sarah (Chris)
Baggett of Dublin; step
son, Rickey (Sandra) Rentz
of East Dublin; grandchil-
dren, Kiley (Dylan) Smith
and Lauralee “Butterbean”
Baggett; step grandchildren,
Wayne (Caitlin) Rentz and
Toya Rentz; great grandson,
Beckett Smith; step great
grandchildren, John Rentz,
Waylon Rentz, and Willow
Rentz; and sisters, Susan
Frost, Kathy Henderson,
Charlotte Griffin, and Nancy
(Stuart) Harrell.

Donald was preceded in
death by his father, Charles
Fountain, and brothers in
law, Vic Frost and Leslie
Henderson.

A graveside service was
held at 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 3,
2025 at Bethlehem Baptist
Church Cemetery.

Adam Frost, Michael
Henderson, Lee Holt, Ralph
Griffin, Marcus Fountain,
and Chris Baggett served as
pallbearers.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of
arrangements. Please vis-
it  www.townsendfuneral-
home.com to sign the online
memorial register.
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Calling Mr. Appliance’ Ensures:

A solid quote before
the work begins -
no surprises

Our “"Leave No Trace”
clean-up commitment

478.309.5961

ART DUBLIN PRESENTS

7 APPL

Prompt, efficient
attention

All work & parts
guaranteed

IANCE.

SPEEDY EXPERT SERVICE

1 neighborly company
Locally Owned and Operated Franchise

MNever an overtime
charge - We charge by
the job, not by the hour

Courteous &
skilled in-home
service professionals

MrAppliance.com

SHAMROCK SHOWTIME

DUBLIN CARNEGIE | 311 ACADEMY AVE. (BESIDE THEATRE DUBLIN)
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—

A NIGHT

NG GAL
NOVEMBER 7TH, FROM 6 PM.TO 9 PM.

EXHIBITION CONTINUES
NOVEMBER 8TH, FROM 10 A.M.T0 2 PM.

$25 per person or $45 for two tickets
Call Kristin Kyzer at (478) 290-4659
1101-1 L Hillcrest Pkwy PMB Dublin, GA 31021
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Linda Johnson

Celebratory services
will be held at First Baptist
Church in Dublin, Georgia
on Sunday, October 5, 2025
at 2 p.m. for Mrs. Linda
Johnson. Interment will fol-
low at Magnolia Park Ceme-
tery for family.

Awarm, golden heart was
born on Sept. 30, 1947, in
Macon, Georgia into a home
with strong Christian prin-
ciples. Linda Ann Groves
graduated from Warner
Robins High School in 1965,
and as a woman ahead of her
time, Linda then proceeded
to complete a Bachelor of
Science degree at the Uni-
versity of Georgia in Biology.
After college, she completed
a medical technology train-
ing program at the Medical
Center of Central Georgia.
After schooling, she worked
as a laboratory technician
at the Veterans Administra-
tion of Dublin, Georgia. In
her work caring for veter-
ans, Linda met many dear
friends as well as G. Hugh
Johnson who was studying
for his medical degree, and
this circle would become her
lifelong, cherished commu-
nity.

As a wife, Mrs. Linda
Johnson was an unwaver-
ing encourager and cheer-
ful companion to Dr. G
Hugh Johnson, a local fam-
ily medicine physician who
practiced in Laurens County
for almost 50 years. Within
the practice, she created and
maintained a medical lab-
oratory so that they could
serve their patients with ex-
cellence. In her career, she
was notably one of the first
medical technologists to
provide the radioallergosor-
bent test (RAST), giving
their practice onsite in-vitro
allergy testing.

In her home, children’s
schools, and church, Mrs.
Linda loved to decorate
joyfully for every season
and birthday, making sure
each of her children knew
that that their life was a gift
from the Lord. She was well-
known for her thoughtful
presents, well-planned cele-
brations, and a kind, reliable
presence. Mrs. Linda gave
with true generosity, expect-
ing nothing in return. Per-
haps no animal was more
blessed than one that fortu-
itously landed in her arms
of unparalleled safety and
devotion. Witnessing Mrs.
Johnson provide care was
to see a glimpse of God’s un-
conditional love and stead-
fast devotion to His people.
She cared for her brother
who valiantly battled kid-
ney disease and three trans-
plants as well as for her
parents and mother-in-law
in their final days. She du-
tifully observed with great
precision what brought joy
to others, and with careful
planning, she would quietly
and generously give to her
recipient, directly from the
love she received from her
risen Savior.

A woman of deep faith,
she was a faithful member
of First Baptist Church of
Dublin, Ga. and found spir-
itual fellowship and purpose
through the church’s Koino-
nia Class and the Anne Co-
chran Kolb Circle. Her faith
guided her actions and in-
spired those around her.

On September 30, 2025,
Linda spent her final her
moments with her family,
comfortably in her earth-
ly home, when the Lord,
her Shepherd, called her
to henceforth enjoy ever-
lasting life and bliss. Even

though she will be sadly
missed, solace is taken in
her God-guaranteed eternal
destiny.

She is survived by her
loving husband, Dr. G. Hugh
Johnson; her children, Amy
Catherine (James Matthew )
Hall of Lexington, Kentucky;
Dr. Rodney Marc (Dr. Kath-
ryn) Johnson of Dublin; Bri-
an Hugh Johnson of Dub-
lin; her grandchildren Clara
Kate, Thomas and Charlotte
Johnson (Dublin); her sis-
ter-in-law Joyce Groves and
her nephew David Groves
(Ann Arbor, Michigan).

She is preceded in death
by her parents, Elizabeth
and Henry A. Groves, and
her brother Augustus “Gus”
Groves, Jr.

In leui of flowers, her
family asks for donations to
be made to the local Laurens
County Humane Society,
618 Firetower Road, Dublin,
Georgia.

Maria E. Murphy
Mrs. Maria E. Murphy,

59, of Dublin, Georgia,
passed away on Thursday,
October 2, 2025, at her
home surrounded by loved
ones.

Born on August 15, 1966,
in Savannah, Georgia, Maria
touched countless lives with
her kindness, laughter, and
unwavering strength. She
attended Saint Vincent’s
Academy in Savannah and
drew profound inspiration
from her faith, finding sal-
vation through her deep re-
lationship with Jesus Christ.
Maria enjoyed collecting
crosses, coloring, and, above
all, caring for her family,
whom she cherished dearly.

She is survived by her
husband, Samuel Edgar
Murphy; her son Kermit
Neal Lowery; her sisters,
Heidi (David) Allen and
Victoria (Mark) Shuman;
her nephews, Zack and J.C.
Allen, and Chapman and
Mason Shuman; and her
grandchildren, Jason, Evan,
and Hailey Murphy, whom
she raised as her own. Ma-
ria was preceded in death by
her parents, John and Linda
Constantine, and her sons,
Michael and Stephen Low-
ery.

A celebration of her life
will be held at 12 p.m., Mon-
day, Oct. 6, 2025, at Snow
Hill Baptist Church in Cad-
well, Georgia. Rev. Henry
Dixon and Rev. Christopher
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4,000 Laurens County residents to register

Dublin Courier Herald,
Dispatch and Press

An estimated 4,000 to
4,500 Laurens County men
between the ages of 21 and
36 will go to schools over
the county on Wednesday,
October 16, to register for
possible selective military
service.

The estimate is based
on an unofficial calculation
that approximately 13 per
cent of the county's popula-
tion of over 32,000 people
are men between those two
ages.

While all men, both
white and colored, between
21 and 36 are required to
register, Georgia proba-
bly will not be called up
to furnish any men in the
November draft because of
the large number of enlist-
ments from the state, ac-
cording to Lieutenant Colo-
nel Sterling A. Wood of Fort
Benning.

His statement came as
plans were rushed to com-
pletion for the registrations
of 436,000 Georgians.

PLACES FOR
REGISTRATION

All men who have
reached their 21st birthday
on October 16 but have not
reached their 36th birthday
by October 16 must register
or they will be subject to
prosecution by the federal
government.

Those who are sick or
crippled and cannot get to
a school to register, must
send some man to the
school to give his name and
address for him.

Laurens County School
Superintendent Elbert
Mullis and Dublin City
School Superintendent A.J.
Hargrove are in charge of

' ATTENTION LOCAL CHURCHES:
Do you have a cantata, concert or other spec1al

program/service on the calendar for
Christmastime?

Let us know what your congregation has
planned to celebrate the reason for the season,
so that we can include it in a

I§

to be published in the upcoming holiday

edition of Discover Dublin magazine.

Please email the date, time and a very brief
- description of the event (including any details
- like admission cost or contact information, to
tcheditor@gmail.com
with “Christmas” and the name of your
church in the subject line.
Submissions will be accepted by email ONLY
through a deadline of Oct. 13.

Jordan Wilson will officiate.

Pallbearers will  be
Chance Tanner, Adam Hes-
ter, Steve Mullis, Johnny
Fowler, Alex Baxter and Ja-
son Crow.

The family will receive
friends from 10:30 a.m. to
11:45 a.m. Monday, at the
church prior to the funeral
service.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial contributions in memo-
ry of Maria Murphy may be
made to Snow Hill Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 7, Cadwell,
GA 31000.

Stanley Funeral Home
and Crematory/Dublin
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the
Online Register Book please
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com
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By HARRIETT CLAXTON

registration for this county.

Hours are from 7:00
a.m.to 9:00 p.m., but every-
one is urged to go as early
as possible to speed up the
work. Ample facilities will
be available to accommo-
date all who apply for reg-
istration. Teachers, as well
as volunteers, are serving
as registrars.

Those who are confined
to hospitals should send
word to the registration
board so that a deputy can
be sent to register them.

Registration Places:

WHITES: Baker; Beth-
saida; Brewton; Cadwell;
Cedar Grove; Condor;
Cross Roads; Dexter; Dud-
ley; Harmony; Lovett; Low-
ery; Marie; Montrose; New
Bethel; Olivet; Pine Forest ;
Pine Grove; Rentz ; Wilkes;
Dublin High School

NEGROES: Washington
Street High School

Laurens County School
Superintendent Elbert
Mullis, in charge of the draft
registration in the county,
has announced that not all
Negro schools in the county
will hold the draft registra-
tion, but only 32 will.

Colored persons who
would otherwise register
at schools in their own dis-
tricts will register at one of
the 32 schools designated,
which in most cases are
nearby anyway.

Schools to be used and
the other districts from
which men will come to
register are these:

Holly Springs, also for
Buckeye and St. Stephens
districts

Lovett, also for Mt. Pul-
len District

Brewton, also for Zion
Hill and Blackshear dis-
tricts

Park Street, also for
Brown Grove and Condor
districts

New Evergreen, No 1,
also for Charlie Baggett
District

Pine Level, also for Roy-
al Springs District

Montford Grove, also for
Strawberry District

Spring Hill, also for
Oconee and Holly Grove
districts

Millville, also for Hicko-
ry Grove and Hogan Grove
districts

Macedonia, No 1, also
for Eason Hill, Pleasant
Grove, Laurens Hill, and
Byrd Royal districts

Rose Hill, for that dis-
trict only

Pine Hill, also for Sandy
Ford and Whitehead Chap-
el districts

Shady Grove, also for
Rocky Creek District

St. Luke, also for Mid-
dle Ground and Beulah Hill
districts

Reedy Springs, for that
district only

Cadwell, for that district
only

New Providence, for Sun
Hill District

Land Branch, also for
New Evergreen No. 2 Dis-
trict

Fleming Chapel, also fo
Woodard Grove No. 2 Dis-
trict

Robinson Chapel, also
for Woodard Grove No.1
District

Mary Grove, also for
Sand Ridge District

Pearly Chapel, for that
district only

Hat Off, for that district
only

Barber's Chapel, also for
Macedonia No. 2 District
Currie Hunt, for that

district only

Currie Grove, for that
district only

St. John, for that district
only

St. Mark, for that district
only

Claxton Grove, for that
district only

Rice Hill, for that dis-
trict only

Barber's Chapel, also for
Macedonia No. 2 District

Valdosta, also for Liber-
ty Hill District

Jordan Grove, for that
district only

The reason for using
only these schools for regis-
tering Negroes is that most
of the county's colored
schools are one-teacher in-
stitutions, and it was im-
practcal to provide enough
workers and supervisors for
all of them.

JEWISH HOLIDAY
SEASON BEGINS

Even in a war-torn
world, Jews throughout the
globe will welcome Rosh
Ha-shanah, the Jewish re-
ligious New Year, which
opens this year on Wednes-
day evening, October 2 (the
eve of the first day of Tishri,
the seventh month in the
Jewish calendar.)

As a holy day concerned
primarily with the life of the
individual, Rosh Hashanah
with its message of eternal
values will bring new cour-
age to persecuted people
and new strength to those
called upon to aid their fel-
low men.

Observed for one day by
Reform Jews, the New Year
is celebrated for two days
by Orthodox and Conser-
vative Jews. The two-day
celebration is carried over
from the time when uncer-
tain calendar calculations
made necessary the two-
day observance.

Unconnected with na-
ture or with any specific
historic event, Rosh Ha-
shanah was first observed
in its present form within
two generations of the fall
of the Second Temple. The
only holiday at this season
which is mentioned in the
Bible is the feast of ingath-
ering at the end of the year.

The blowing of the sho-
far, a ram's horn, in the
synagogue announced the
New Year and is a charac-
teristic of the Rosh Hasha-
nah service. In the home,
honey is served on the eve
of the New Year as a symbol
of the wish for a sweet, hap-
py, and prosperous year.

Considered a day of
judgement and memori-
al, Rosh Hashanah inau-
gurated the days of peni-
tence which are concluded
on Yom Kippur, the Day
of Atonement. Since Rosh
Hashanah was traditionally
the day on which the Lord
judged each man and deter-
mined his future, greetings
exchanged on the New Year
were often expressed in the
wish

"May you be inscribed in
the book of life for a good
year."

RURAL HOUSING
BEING STUDIED
Plans were going for-
ward today to set in motion
the federal rural housing
plan in Laurens County just
as soon as an allotment is
approved in Washington.
Members of the Laurens
County Housing Committee
and county officials attend-
ed a meeting in Fitzgerald
on Thursday at which a dis-
trict housing authority for
14 counties in this section
of Georgia was set up with
Soperton as headquarters.

Moment of Inspiration

What’s Growing in Your Garden?

Galatians 6:7 — “Be not deceived: God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he

also reap.”

Your heart is like a garden, and every choice you make plants a sced. Some seeds are good —
love, kindness, faith, and obedience to God. Others are harmful — bitterness, selfishness, or sin.
Over time, those seeds grow and produce a harvest. The question 1s not if something will grow, but

what 1s growing in your life?

Weeds don't need permission to grow; they come naturally, In the same way, sin creeps in when
we neglect our walk with God. But the fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience —comes only
when we stay connected to Jesus, the true Vine (John 15:5). If we want a healthy spiritual garden,

we must let Him pull the weeds and plant His truth in our hearts.

Ask yourself today: What seeds am 1 planting in my words, my thoughts, and my actions?
Remember —whatever you sow, you will also reap. Sow to the Spirit, and you'll reap a harvest that

honors God.

Dr. Curt Lysaker Pastor Shady Grove Baptist Church, East Dublin, GA.

Pastors if you would like to share a devotional please email to: advertisingtch@ gmail .com

Duhlin!

NISSAN

These merchants and The Courier Herald take pride in presenting this

message and encourage you to attend the church of your choice.

FARM & GARDEN

803 E. Jackson St.,

478-272-3340
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Laurens County teens to earn Scouting'’s highest honor

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

Cash Brian Keith of Boy
Scout Troop 65 will be hon-
ored for earning the rank
of Eagle Scout, the highest
rank in Scouting. His Eagle
Court of Honor will include
remarks from special guests
and Scout leaders. The Court
of Honor will be held Satur-
day, Oct. 4, in the sanctuary
of Dublin First Methodist
Church, the charter sponsor
of Troop 65. The ceremony
will begin at 2 p.m.

Cash is the 17-year-old
son of Katelyn Keith of Dub-
lin. His grandparents are
Brian and Mindy Keith, also
of Dublin.

Cash is currently a se-
nior at West Laurens High
School. He is an active mem-
ber of the BETA Club and
SkillsUSA. He also attends
Dudley Baptist Church. Af-
ter high school, Cash plans
to pursue a degree in con-
struction management at
the University of Georgia.

Cash began his Scouting
experience as a founding
member of Cub Scout Pack
65 in 2015, where he earned
its highest honor, the Arrow
of Light, before crossing
over into Boy Scout Troop
65.

NOW HERE'S A TIP

Highlights of his Cub
Scouting career include
Cub-O-Ree’s, Day Camps,
Pinewood Derbies, Rain
Gutter Regattas, camping
on the USS Yorktown, and
raising the flag at Fort Sum-
ter.

Over the years, he has ad-
vanced through the ranks of
Scouting, earning 30 merit
badges and several special
awards, including the Na-
tional Outdoor Award for
Camping, the Polar Bear
Award, and the Snorkeling
BSA Award. He has also
served in numerous lead-
ership positions, including
Senior Patrol Leader, Assis-
tant Senior Patrol Leader,
Patrol Leader, and currently
Junior Assistant Scoutmas-
ter. He has been an active
member of the Order of the
Arrow, completing his Or-
deal in 2021 and Brother-
hood in 2022.

During his Boy Scouting
career, Cash has camped 76
nights, hiked over 105 miles,
and provided more than 140
hours of community ser-
vice. His experiences have
included summer camps
at Camp Rainey Mountain
in Clayton, Bert Adams
Scout Camp in Covington,
Camp Thunder in Molena,

high adventure Sea Base in
Key West, Florida, training
courses such as scuba, and
countless troop activities
that challenged his leader-
ship and teamwork.

For his Eagle Scout proj-
ect, Cash built and repaired
a bridge walkway in down-
town Dublin. His project
provided a safe and lasting
path for members of the
community while also im-
proving the appearance and
accessibility of the area.
With the help of volunteers,
Cash led the planning and
construction efforts that
made the project possible.

By JOANN DERSON

King Features

* "To speed the healing of bruises, try
eating pineapple. Drink lots of water, too.
I play contact sports, and this has always
helped me." -- R.E. in Missouri

* Need new tires? Don't overlook big-box
stores with automotive departments. Some-
times the best deals aren't at the tire places!

* Are you dreaming of a beach vacation
right about now? Maybe you're looking to
make an early booking. Here's a travel tip:
Skip the ocean views from your hotel room.
The rooms facing the ocean have a 20-25%
higher rate. There's usually a nice common
area where you can admire the view, any-

* "If you're thinking of getting a new TV,
don't forget about safety. Be sure to use a

to school.

wall strap, or just go ahead and mount it to
the wall!" -- E.S. in Virginia

* Ease stress when dropping off a child
at day care by creating a special, just-for-
the-two-of-you ritual. Maybe a secret hand-
shake or a kiss for your cheek and one in the
hand to "save for later." Reinforce with your
attitude that it's a good and fun thing to go

* Here's a great school tip from a young
reader, P.J. in Florida: "Take a photo of
your spelling words with your mom or dad's
cellphone, and you can go over them any-
time, anywhere!"

(¢) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

Konner Warren, son of
Dr. Albert and Faith War-
ren, has earned the rank
of Eagle Scout, the highest
honor in the Boy Scouts of
America. Since its inception
in 1911, only four percent of
all Scouts achieve this dis-
tinction, which represents
years of dedication, leader-
ship, and service.

A formal Eagle Scout
Court of Honor will be
held to recognize Konner’s
achievement at 2 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 4, at Dub-
lin First Methodist Church,
305 West Gaines Street. The
community is invited to at-
tend this special event hon-
oring his accomplishment.

Konner’s journey to Ea-
gle included earning 26
merit badges—13 of them
Eagle-required—in  areas
such as first aid, citizenship,
and outdoor skills. Beyond
completing badges, Scouts
are required to serve in
leadership roles, model the
principles of the Scout Oath
and Law, and contribute to
their communities.

For his Eagle Scout
service project, Konner
planned and led an im-
provement to the property
of Kid’s Cup, a nonprofit

House ad always wins!!!

organization in Dublin that
provides clothing, school
supplies, and other essen-
tials to families in need. His
project involved removing
large trees, landscaping,
building planter boxes, and
constructing a handmade
bench for the entryway.
These enhancements not
only beautified the proper-
ty but also improved safety,
visibility, and accessibility
for those donating to this
important cause.

Konner’s Scouting ex-
perience has been filled
with adventure and service.
From Cub Scout to Eagle, he
completed over 70 nights of
camping, hiked more than
50 miles, and performed
over 150 service hours. He
attended Sea Base, earned
the Polar Bear Award for
camping in below-freezing
temperatures, and was in-
ducted into the Order of the
Arrow, Scouting America’s
National Honor Society.

Even with his full Scout-
ing schedule, Konner has
thrived outside of Scouts as
well. He was amember of the
West Laurens Cross Coun-
try team, achieved the rank
of Black Belt in Tae Kwon
Do, and maintains a 4.0
GPA while balancing Gifted,
Advanced Placement, and

WARREN

Dual Enrollment classes.
He maintained membership
in Spanish, Anchor and Beta
Clubs. Konner was awarded
Silver at State competition
for Career Investigation as
a member of FCCLA. He
was awarded by the College
Board for Outstanding Aca-
demic Achievement as part
of the National Recognition
Program. His hard work,
determination, and positive
spirit shine through in all
that he does.

A current senior at West
Laurens High School, Kon-
ner plans on attending col-
lege majoring in informa-
tion systems management.

Exhibit A

NOTICE OF BOND ELECTION

TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE LAURENS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

1. Notice is hereby given by the Board of Education of Laurens County (the “Board of Education™),
acting for and on behalf of the Laurens County School District (the “School District™). and by the Laurens
County Board of Elections and Registration, as the election superintendent for Laurens County, that on
November 4, 2025, an election will be held in Laurens County to submit to the qualified voters of the
School District the following question:

GENERAL OBLIGATION SCHOOL BONDS

way.
Yes Shall the Laurens County School District issue general obligation bonds in
EXHIBIT A I i

the aggregate principal amount not to exceed $40,000,000 to pay the costs of

No acquiring, constructing, and equipping a new East Laurens Elementary

HOTICEGF SALES AND'USE SQXN%O\JFEE%%EQ)ZTZO{S?L PURECSES REFERENDUM School, a new athletic complex for East Laurens Middle School, and a new

TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF LAUFiENS COUNTY, GEORGIA: multipurpose athletic building for West Laurens High School?
1. Notice is hereby given by the Board of Education of Laurens County acting by, for and on behalf
of the Laurens County School District (the “Laurens County School District™), the boundaries of which comprise all 7 The approval of such question shall constitute authorization for the Board of Education to

of Laurens County except the corporate limits of the City of Dublin, and the Board of Education for the City of
Dublin (the “Dublin Board of Education™) acting by, for and on behalf of the City of Dublin School District (the
“Dublin School District™), the boundaries of which comprise the corporate limits of the City of Dublin, and by the
Laurens County Board of Elections and Registration, as the election superintendent for Laurens County, that on
November 4, 2025, an election will be held in Laurens County to submit to the qualified voters of the Laurens 3
County for their determination the question of whether a one percent sales and use tax for educational purposes (the 4
“Educational Sales Tax™) shall be imposed in Laurens County for a period of 20 calendar quarters, beginning
October 1, 2027, or the first day of the calendar quarter following termination of the Educational Sales Tax presently
in effect in Laurens County, for the purpose of raising not more than [$95,000,000], up to approximately
[$68,894,000] (72.52%) of which shall be received by the Laurens County School District and up to approximately

purchase such property, real or personal, and any interest therein, including easements, rights-of-way, and
franchises needed in connection therewith or necessary therefor or incident thereto, any safety and security
needed for such projects, and to pay capitalized interest on such debt and expenses incident thereto.

The general obligation bonds (the “Bonds™) shall be a general obligation of the School District. The
principal amount of the Bonds to be issued shall not exceed $40,000,000. The maximum rate or rates
of interest on such debt shall not exceed 6.00% per annum. The maximum amount of principal to be paid in
cach year during the life of the debt shall be as follows:

[$26,106,000] _{27_4_8%)' of which shall be received by the Dublin School District to be used for the educational Year Principal Amount
purposes described in this Notice.
_ o Year 1 $2,265,000
The exact percentages and amounts to be distributed to each school district shall be based upon the student ! ’
enrollment in each school district by the latest full-time equivalent (“FTE”) count in each school district prior to the Year 2 2 430.000
referendum. An FTE count is scheduled for October 2025. The maximum approximate amounts for each system and Gt
p 1msz a0 M & o . ‘ 2
approximate percentages shown above are based on the March 2025 FTE count. Vour 3 2.535.000
2. The ballot to be used at such election shall have written or printed thereon substantially the
fono“ring“ 1 1 V& WTIILET p 1} 1 11 Ty Yeal’4 217001000
SALES AND USE TAX FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES Year 5 2,820,000
. . . Year 6 4,930,000
Shall a one percent sales and use tax for educational purposes be imposed in Laurens County for
( YYES a period of time not to cxcccc_i 20 calendar quarters and for the ra_ising of not more than Year 7 5,180,000
[$95,000,000], (1) up to approximately [$68,894,000] (72.52%) of which shall be received by
( YNO Laurens County School District for the purposes of (a) the retirement of previously incurred Year 8 5.435.000
general obligation debt in the maximum of $9,925,000, (b) to pay the costs of acquiring, ’ ’
constructing, and equipping a new East Laurens Elementary School, a new athletic complex for Year 9 5.710.000
East Laurens Middle School, and a new multipurpose athletic building for West Laurens High i
School, gmd (c) acq1%lr1‘ng. renovating and improving existing sc_hools wuhm the system; Year 10 5.995.000
constructing and renovating administrative and maintenance facilities; purchasing and equipping
school buses and other vehicles; purchasing instructional equipment and materials, including o . ) o .
textbooks and e-books: upgrading system wide technology and security equipment; renovating, The School District may issue Bonds less than $40,000,000 and reduce the principal amounts maturing
constructing, and improving athletic facilities; and acquiri ,}_g real and personal property nccessary which are shown above. The Bonds may be made subject to redemption prior to maturity, to the extent permitted
or to be used for the foregoing purposes and all other general purposes related to such capital by law, upon terms and conditions to be determined by the Board of Education.
outlay projects; and (2) up to approximately [$26,106,000] (27.48%) of which shall be received . o ] )
by the Dublin School District for the purposes of (a) to pay the costs of acquiring, constructing, 4 Tq the extent available, the School District may _combmc available funds from the Stalc'of
and equipping a new Elementary School; construction, additions, renovations, refurbishment, Georgia w%lh proceeds I"rgm the Bonds, and any other allwulablc funds, to pay ll_lc costs of the capllal
repairs and improvements to existing school buildings and facilities within the system: (b) outlay projects set forth in the form of the ballot question. Plans and specifications for these projects
acquisition of real and personal property; (c) acquiring, constructing, and equipping a have not been completed and bids have not been received. Depending upon acquisition and construction
multipurpose athletic facility and improving athletic facilities; (d) acquisition of transportation costs and available funds, the thool };)istrict may chopsc W|}iCh capital outlay projects to undertake or
systems and school vehicles, equipping and maintenance of school vehicles including but not not undertake, or to delay until additional funding is available, to the extent that proceeds of the
limited to, school buses and [ransponm_ign vehicles: (e) ﬂcquisilign of [cchnology cquipmcnl, Bonds, togclhcr with other available funds El(‘.'lllillly received by the School District, are insufficient to
infrastructure, solutions and systems; acquisition of safety and security infrastructure, solutions, complete any of the capital outlay projects.
and systems, (f) parking and traffic flow renovations, additions and improvements: (g) acquisition . . ) i _ ) .
of band instruments; purchase of instructional materials, textbooks, digital resources; and (h) 5 Reference is hCTCbY_ "_lildc to Official Coc!c of Gco_rglal Annotated § 36-82-1(d), \x{hich provides
acquisition, implementation, renovation, and maintenance of communication systems, disaster in part that any brochures, listings, or other advertisements issued by the Board of Education or by any
recovery systems, fire protection systems, HVAC systems/equipment/and infrastructure, print/ other person, firm, corporation association with the knowledge and consent of the Board of Education
copy/duplicate solutions, student information systems, and learning management systems and shall be deemed to be a statement of intention of the Board of Education concerning the use of bond
platforms? funds.
3 All qualified voters desiring to vote in favor of imposing the Educational Sales Tax shall vote 6. Due provision shall be made at the holding of said election so that those voting at said election

“Yes” and all qualified voters opposed to imposing the Educational Sales Tax shall vote “No.” If more than one-half
of the votes cast in Laurens County are in favor of imposing the Educational Sales Tax, then the Educational Sales
Tax shall be imposed as provided by law.

who favor the issuance of any such bonds may vote for the issuance thereof, and those voting at said
election who oppose the issuance of such bonds may vote against the issuance thereof.

7 In accordance with Official Code of Georgia Annotated § 36-82-2, the election shall be held by
the same persons, in the same manner, and under the same rules and regulations that elections for
members of the Board of Education are held. The returns shall be made to the officers calling or ordering
the election. Such officers, in the presence of and together with the several managers, who shall bring up
the returns, shall consolidate the returns and declare the result.

4, In accordance with Official Code of Georgia Annotated § 36-82-2, the election shall be held by

the same persons, in the same manner, and under the same rules and regulations that elections for members of the
Board of Education are held. The returns shall be made to the officers calling or ordering the election. Such
officers, in the presence of and together with the several managers, who shall bring up the returns, shall
consolidate the returns and declare the result.
8. The last day to register to vote in the election is Monday, October 6, 2025, or as otherwise
provided by law. Anyone desiring to register may do so by applying in person at the voter registration
office located at 117 E Jackson Street, Suite A, Dublin, Georgia 31021, or by any other method authorized
by the Georgia Election Code.

5. The last day to register to vote in the election is Monday, October 6, 2025, or as otherwise
provided by law. Anyone desiring to register may do so by applying in person at the voter registration office
located at 117 E Jackson Street, Suite A, Dublin, Georgia 31021, or by any other method authorized by the Georgia
Election Code.

9. The election will be held on Tuesday, November 4, 2025. The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m.

6. The election will be held on Tuesday, November 4, 2025. The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m,

until 7:00 p.m.
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EAST-WEST SOFTBALL ROUNDUP...

Once-beaten
week for Falcons, P
Raiders reel off
big road wins to
extend streak

From STAFF REPORTS

The county's next-to-last
week of regular season soft-
ball was a largely successful
one for East and West Lau-
rens, which combined to
g0 4-1 over a series of five
games since Monday.

East Laurens was
once-beaten, dropping a 3-2
pitcher's duel to Wheeler
County Monday at home,
before recording two lop-
sided region shutouts, 22-0
Tuesday at Southwest and
9-0 over Washington Coun-
ty Thursday back home.

West Laurens went on
the road to knock off a
couple of top-rated War-
ner Robins-based teams,
defeating top-rated Veter-
ans for a first time, 9-7, on
Tuesday, then proceeding
to complete a season sweep
of Houston County 13-4 on
Wednesday.

The Falcons (19-5, 15-2
region 2-High A) were elim-
inated from league title

contention with ACE Char-
ter's 19-0 win over South-
west Thursday, but are set
as the 2-High A runner-up
with two games remaining,
a non-region home tilt with
Perry on Monday leading
into their region finale at
Jefferson County on Tues-
day.

The Raiders (22-3, 6-1re-
gion 4-AAA), very quietly on
a 10-game winning streak,
will conclude their season
on the road with games at
Wilcox County Tuesday,
and GMC on Wednesday.

The Lowther sisters and
a Wheeler County tandem
of Katelyn Conner and Ava
Dixon squared off in Mon-
day's pitching showcase on
the Eastside, with the Bull-
dogs' duo striking out 12
to earn the win by virtue of
an extra run in the seventh
inning, on Shelley Conner's
RBI triple, to go up 3-1.

Conner threw 96 pitches
and had all but one of the

READING THE DEFENSE: Reagan Sasser timed things up
well on this fielder’s choice, breaking to the plate just
after a WACO infielder committed the play to first, and
slipped home ahead of the return throw to add to the
East Laurens lead in the third inning/CLAY REYNOLDS

above strikeouts, allow-
ing hits to only Deanna
Lowther and Reagan Sass-
er. Deanna topped out her
pitch count at just above
70 before giving way to De-
Andrea in the circle. The
two combined to allow four
hits, and struck out 10.
Neither side scratched
out much offensively early.
Wheeler got on the board
with two in its half of the
fourth. East Laurens got
a run to strike back in the
sixth on a passed ball, but

could only pick up one
more with its final shot in
the seventh as DeAndrea
drew a walk and scored on
an error.

The Falcons scored 13
in the first to lead off their
beatdown of Southwest
Tuesday in Macon, as both
hurlers reprised their role
in the circle and combined
to strike out nine, working
around four walks, in a

EAST-WEST

Continued on page 6

HOW SWEEP IT IS: Audrie Lord and R|Iyn Smith (left) embrace while Mattie Claire Sapp and Finlee Moss (right) trade
airborne high fives in the postgame celebration after West Laurens Middle School swept a doubleheader with Bleckley
County to capture its third-straight MGMSAA region softball title/CLAY REYNOLDS

WLMS softball continues dynasty with
third-straight region championship

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

For a couple of seasons running,
West Laurens Middle School has been
the softball team to beat in the MGM-
SAA.

Several more region challengers
gave the Raiders their best shot this
fall, but none in 15 games were able
to take down the back-to-back cham-
pions as they swept their way through
the schedule for a second-straight
year to clinch a third title in a row.

The team completed its run at
home in the championship series last
Wednesday, sweeping Bleckley Coun-
ty Middle by scores of 9-1 and 8-0 to
complete the three-peat, also winning
a fourth region crown in five years and
ninth for the program all-time.

Though a couple of losses and a

draw in non-region action did prevent
it from duplicating the perfect 25-0
overall record achieved by the Raiders
of 2024, this group (finishing 22-2-1)
still carried on the program's recent
trend of dominance, outscoring re-
gion opponents by a count of 202-7
overall.

The Raiders had a pitching staff
loaded with outstanding arms as a
major source of their success. Paisley
Powell, Audrie Edenfield, Lydia Sahli
and Payton Upshaw all saw frequent
action over the course of the season,
and all brought some great stuff to the
circle.

Each of the above, along with Kins-
ley Moore and Mattie Claire Sapp,
were among the leading hitters.

"People look at the scores and they
just think we barreled over every-

body, but I'll be honest. In the nine
years we've done it, this is the best
the pitching has been, consistent-
ly, from team-to-team," said WLMS
head coach Josh Carter. "Our girls did
a really good job at the plate allowing
their situations to dictate their ap-
proaches."

That was true in last Wednesday's
championship series, when the Raid-
ers caught both BCMS pitchers at their
best. It took some time to get things
going at the plate in both games of the
doubleheader. Game 2 was only a 1-0
lead through three.

"Both were closer games than what
it appeared as a run-rule game," Car-
ter said. "As far as a coach, I was just
steady on 'em, That was probably the

WLMS

Continued on page 6

Back-to-back...

GHSF Daily bestows top
honor on WL's Cummings
for second week in a row

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

Ty Cummings made
plenty of history with his
613-yard, eight-touchdown
rushing effort last Friday
in a West Laurens win over
Baldwin.

But after the accounting
of stats recorded, records
broken and minds blown
over the weekend, there was
still one more unheard-of
accomplishment to come
the following Monday when
the Raider senior learned he
had been selected as Georgia
High School Football Daily's
state player of the week for a
second time in a row.

The email newsletter, a
popular read among high
school football coaches and
fans statewide, honors both
a top-performing individu-
al and a distinguished team
with awards each week.

After earning the play-
er of the week nod in rec-
ognition of a 223-yard,
two-touchdown rushing
night at Harlem the week
prior, Cummings' explosion
— to blow both those num-
bers out of the water — Fri-
day against Baldwin made
his repeat win a virtual
no-brainer.

GHSF Daily marketing
director Ted Langford, who
made a second trip down
to Dexter Wednesday after-
noon for the presentation,
called it a "game for the
ages."

"Most every week, (the
decision is) very difficult,
because there are so many
talented players in the state
of Georgia, and every week,
there are great individual
performances,” he said. "It
wasn't hard this week. It was
clear, when we got up Satur-
day morning, of who had the
best game in the state."

With over 300-some-
thing Georgia high schools,
and only about 17 weeks
worth of season, counting
regulation and playoffs, it
takes a lot for any player to
stand out enough to receive
the award to begin with.

"It's hard just to win it
one time," Langford said.

Getting it twice? An even

taller task.

To date, just two players
in the publication's 17-year
existence have ever been se-
lected a second time in their
high school career.

Both — Justice Haynes
(one of the state's top-10
all-time leading rushers) of
Blessed Trinity and Buford,
along with Travis Hunter
(also a leader in the state re-
ceiving record books, and an
eventual Heisman-winner at
Colorado) of Collins Hill —
are among the state's great-
est players in recent memo-

In each case, the honor
was earned in two different
seasons, Haynes his sopho-
more and senior years, and
Hunter as a junior, then se-
nior.

Cummings becomes the
state's first ever to do it twice
in a season, and also in back-
to-back weeks.

"This couldn't happen to
a better guy," said West Lau-
rens head coach Kip Bur-
dette. "We're really proud of
Ty, proud of our program,
proud of our coaching staff...
I hope we're just getting roll-
ing."

After a much-needed
Friday off, West Laurens
kicks off its final four-game
stretch next week at Rich-
mond Academy.

Joining Langford
Wednesday was not only
Brooks Hendrix, a local
agent representing award
sponsor Alfa Insurance, but
also the company's Ameri-
cus-based district manager
Paul Blanchard.

The program, this time
held in the school cafeteria,
welcomed the entire Raider
football team and coach-
ing staff to join in acknowl-
edging Cummings, but also
multiple teammates whose
contributions in the game
were also singled out.

Though the award is an
individual honor, it's one
that's not possible without
the support of the 10 oth-
er players on the field, and
70-something others on the
sideline and practice.

CUMMINGS

Continued on page 6

HERE WE ARE AGAIN: Georgia High School Football Daily
and Alfa Insurance reps, local agent Brooks Hendrix (far left)
and Paul Blanchard (third from left), were in the house for a
second-straight week Wednesday to present Ty Cummings
(second from left, with head coach Kip Burdette at far right)
with the digital publication’s state player of the week award
/CLAY REYNOLDS

Tr|n|ty softball shuts out Twiggs/FPCA, edged late by David Emanuel

GETTING IT DONE IN THE FIELD, AND AT
THE PLATE: Trinity shortstop Abby Gillis
slings one across the infield for an out

against Twiggs Academy last Tuesday. She
would go on to hit for the cycle later in the
week at FPCA/CLAY REYNOLDS

By JEREMY PAYNE

Correspondent

The Trinity Lady Crusaders
had a productive last week in
softball action, earning a pair
of run-rule victories, 12-0 over
Twiggs Academy Sept. 23 and
25-0 over First Preparatory
Christian the following Thurs-
day.

Unfortunately, they weren’t
able to pull out a third win as
they fell 6-5 in a walk-off at Da-
vid Emanuel this past Tuesday.

Trinity got in the board in the
first inning of the Twiggs game
on a two-out single by Liza Gay
to make it 1-0.

Reese Cobb reached on a
bunt single to lead off the sec-
ond inning, stole second, went
to third on an error and scored

on a groundout to make it 2-0.

Another two-out single by
Gay in the third made it 3-o,
and Chloe Rozier followed with
a double to make it 4-0.

Trinity broke the game open
with a huge fourth inning. Two
errors made the score 5-0. After
a Brinley Vinson single and a hit
batter loaded the bases, M.G.
Alligood brought home all three
runs with a double to make it
8-o.

The ninth and 10th runs
came in on errors. Cobb, Eden
Rowe and Lily Kidd followed
with consecutive singles to make
the score 12-0 and invoke the
run rule.

Cobb and Gay had two hits
each. Vinson, Alligood, Rozier,
Rowe and Kidd also hit safely.

Alligood went four shutout
innings on the mound and scat-
tered three hits in the win.

The FPCA game was a blow-
out from the start as Trinity ex-
ploded for 15 runs in the top of
the first. Vinson singled to lead
off the contest and scored on an
inside-the-park homer by Abby
Gillis.

Run-scoring singles by Ro-
zier, Cobb and Vinson, sand-
wiched around a pair of errors
and a wild pitch, would push the
lead to 7-0. Gillis would come up
big again with a two-run triple to
make it 9-0.

Alligood would drive her in
with a single and Gay would fol-
low with an RBI double to make
it 11-0. Rozier blasted a two-run
homer to left to make the score

13-0. Two more runs would then
score on wild pitches to make it
15-0 before the home team even
got to hit.

Trinity was far from done. A
walk followed by an Alligood tri-
ple in the second made it 16-0.
Gay was up next with another
double to make it 17-0 and a Ro-
zier single extended the lead to
18-0.

A bases-loaded walk and a
wild pitch would make the score
20-0 before Gillis would strike
again. This time, she doubled
home a pair to make it 22-o0.
Alligood would come up next
with another double to make the
score 23-0.

TRINITY

Continued on page 6
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"It's my belief that they don't
celebrate players off of bad football
teams," Burdette said. "Everybody
in this room had a little part of that."

It should also be noted the last
time a Laurens County player was
named Georgia High School Foot-
ball player of the week — Dublin's
JaQues "Donut" Evans in 2019 — his
team went on to win the state cham-
pionship.

And both the two-timers men-
tioned above would also win it all
later in the season they were hon-
ored.

But no pressure...

"You still have a lot of football to
play, but when we get to the Mer-
cedes-Benz dome at the beginning
of December, Brooks and I will be
the ones handing out the trophies
on that night," Blanchard told the
team. "I really hope that it's you guys
and this man (Cummings) standing
right here and y'all's coach that gets
that trophy."

'This season's going to be

special'...

A lot about last Friday was abso-
lutely bonkers.

Besides the stat line of Cum-
mings, which mirrored a record
scoring performance for the team
as a whole, there were a few oth-
er interesting quirks to note in the
game's box score.

Baldwin — led by the five touch-
downs and over 400 yards of quar-
terback Kamden Patterson, who was
recognized alongside Cummings
among GHSF Daily's weekly "top
five" — actually outgained West Lau-
rens in total yardage, 703-643.

The gap in the possession-relat-
ed stat categories was even more un-
thinkable.

The spread was 65 in plays from

NEW HEIGHTS: West Laurens offensive lineman Grady Howell tosses
Cummings toward the sky after his record-breaking second touchdown,
though Friday’s climb toward some rare air for the Raiders’ rushing attack
was only beginning/DANNY SCARBORO

scrimmage, of which the Braves ran
93, and West Laurens only 28. The
visitors also picked up an incredible
31 first downs, against only three.

The Raiders, in fact, snapped the
ball only once past second down of a
series. Baldwin, meanwhile, labored
extensively in working out a 6-of-15
conversion rate on third downs, and
7-for-10 on fourth.

"The most bizarre game I've ever
seen," said Laurens County Schools
athletic director Jeff Clayton, who
compiles the team's official num-
bers.

Cummings, once the enormity
of it all set in, was at as much of a
loss for words as everyone watching
from the stands, sideline and press
box.

"It didn't hit me till I got in the
shower that night," he said. "I got in
the shower and I was like, we just re-
ally did that? I just really rushed for
600-plus yards. That's crazy."

Covering that much ground,

on nearly 20 carries, takes some
stamina, and leaves even many of
the best-conditioned of players ex-
hausted.

Cummings, who was in the same
boat on some long nights involving
as many wide-open runs earlier in
his career, credits that durability to
some strict off-field discipline when
it comes to nutrition, hydration and
training habits.

"I just stay conditioned outside of
practice and in practice, and I don't
put anything crazy in my body," he
said. "I go home, do school work and
go to sleep.”

Cummings, Langford and Bur-
dette each gave plenty of love to
members of the West Laurens of-
fensive line — Grady Howell, Trey
Williams, Tramel Tobler, Michael
Dasher, Christian Rozier and Jon-
athan Toney — whose work was in-
strumental in the big game.

Up-blockers in Evan Holmes,
Evan Williams and even quarter-

back Cason Pollock were also due
some major props for their work
leading the way.

And there's no doubt the unique
(and frequently candid) relationship
between those big men up front and
rushers in the Raiders' running back
room is a big reason they're averag-
ing over 11 yards per carry, and — af-
ter Friday's game — over 350 yards a
night on the ground.

"We hold each other account-
able," Cummings said. "If T slack,
they get on my tail. If they slack, I
get on them. I just like the team
chemistry we've all got in practice
and games."

Plenty of that also goes back to
the camaraderie and competitive
edge shared by West Laurens' cur-
rent senior class, which — looking
back — had much of this planned out
way back in eighth grade.

"We've been playing all together
since like fourth grade rec football,"
Cummings said. "Our eighth grade
year, we lost in the first round, and
we all told each other we were going
to win it our senior year."

Following a 6-0 start, the now
ninth-ranked Raiders have every
possible goal in their sights... a po-
tential region title as a definite pos-
sibility.

But if the extreme limits explored
last Friday were any indication,
some historic accomplishments of
a much larger scale could also be in
play for a generational team that's
dedicated to achieving its best,
whatever that happens to be.

"One of our goals was to try to be
the best team to ever come through
West Laurens,” Cummings said. "I
think the quote/unquote best team
was 11-2, maybe. So we want to just
win out, and our goal is to go 15-0
and win state.

"This season's going to be very
special for us."

WLMS

Continued from page 5

has also contributed a lot to maximiz-

ing their strength and speed.

EAST-WEST
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with three earned runs off six
hits and three walks in three in-

worst two games that we've hit all year.
Their pitchers did a really good job of
mixing speeds and mixing up locations.
We didn't do a good job, but our pitch-
ing was solid, and our defense showed
up really well in those two games."

Is there a secret sauce that's helped
make West Laurens such an unstoppa-
ble force these last few seasons?

Though it's never any one single
thing, as opposed to a variety of factors
that work together, Carter believes an
over-emphasis on "drilling the funda-
mentals" throughout his time as head
coach has been a major key, as consis-
tency throwing strikes, making plays
in the field and executing at the plate
is what separates great teams from the
good at this level.

"We're really just pounding in the
fundamentals, day in and day out,"
said Carter, who is assisted by Case
Matthews.

He credits the developmental back-
ground of players, most of whom hail
from one or more of Dudley Little
League, Legacy Sports and travel soft-
ball teams, with laying a great founda-
tion in the game.

A special training program coordi-
nated by Eric Bland and Mitchell Clegg
of CrossFit DGA during the summer

"This is our second summer that
we've done CrossFit up there, and I can
tell a big difference from the gains the
girls have had," Carter said.

He added that the 60x100-foot
softball/baseball indoor facility built
by the Laurens County Board of Ed-
ucation shortly after the new school
opened two years ago has also "paid
dividends."

"We've gotten so many good reps
in there, and we're able to practice still
when it's raining," Carter said. "It's a
facility that any college would be happy
to have."

The further you get into a long
streak of success, the tougher it gets to
maintain the standards that underlie
it. Carter applauds the character and
mental toughness his team displayed
in fighting off both the internal and
opposing challenges it faced down the
stretch.

"I was just proud of the way they
stood in there," he said. "It's real-
ly hard to consistently win whenever
you're getting everybody's best, every-
body knows you haven't lost in a long
time and everybody's gonna give you
their best. It's hard to stay on top when
you're on top without discipline and re-
ally good focus."

four-inning no-hitter.

Most of the East Laurens
damage resulted from South-
west walks, free passes and er-
rors that vastly outnumbered
the Falcons' hits, though among
the few was a Deanna Lowther
home run in the fourth.

The Falcons scored three in
the first, and a couple more in
the third on their way to Thurs-
day's victory, which had Dean-
na as the starting pitcher.

West Laurens survived a
Veterans comeback effort, as
the Warhawks chipped away
three from its lead of five runs
going to the seventh inning, to
hang on for a first win of the
week Tuesday in Kathleen.

Braylin Horton RBI'd a sev-
enth run for the home team
after two bases-loaded walks
made it 9-6, but CheyAnn Phil-
lips and the Raiders got the rest
of the side.

Veterans started No. 2 pich-
er Rizzy White over ace Caid-
ence Scott, and some struggles
with location went along with
West Laurens' timely hitting to
get things off to a strong start,

nings.

The Raiders broke into the
scoreless ballgame in the top
of the third, as K.K. Wilson and
Phillips each singled to drive in
a total of three. Veterans struck
back for two in the bottom of
the third, but West Laurens
answered with a pair of its own
thanks to a Demmie Moss dou-
ble, a fielder's choice and a two-
RBI Chandler Malone single.

The Raiders responded
again after Veterans doubled
its number in the fourth, with a
leadoff Phillips double followed
by an Ava Collins RBI single,
and wild pitch to score Ella
Thompson.

Insurance in the sixth, on a
Hogan single and Wilson tri-
ple, and seventh, as Moss and
Brown singled and scored on
an error, were key in the final
two-run edge.

Madison Brown was 3-for-4
with a home run to lead West
Laurens Wednesday at Hous-
ton County. Collins went yard
as well to help the Raiders pull
away.

Maggie Shea Lord singled

SCOREBOARD

SOFTBALL
Wednesday
West Laurens 13,
Houston Co. 4

Thursday
Brentwood 12, Trinity 4
Bleckley Co. 7, Dublin 4

East Laurens 9,
Washington Co. 0

PREP
SCHEDULE

FOOTBALL
Friday
Dublin at ACE Charter
Southwest Macon at EL
Twiggs Co. at Johnson Co.
Brentwood at
Edmund Burke
Hancock Central at
Wilkinson Co.
Northeast Macon at
Bleckley Co.
Montgomery Co. at
Wheeler Co.
Treutlen at Telfair Co.
Washington Co. at
Dodge Co./7:30 p.m.

SOFTBALL
Monday
Thomas Jefferson at Trinity
/4:30 p.m.
Perry at EL/6 p.m.

Tuesday
Bulloch at Trinity/4:30 p.m.
EL at Jefferson Co.
West Laurens at Wilcox Co.
/5 p.m.

Wednesday
WL at GMC/5:30 p.m.
Dublin at Swainsboro
/6 p.m.

Thursday
Dublin at Dodge Co.
Trinity at Vidalia Heritage
/5:30 p.m.

and Wilson RBI'd to get
them a quick one in the
first. Moss doubled, Brown
singled and Allie Sahli and
Lord delivered RBIs to add
two in the second.

HoCo got one in the sec-
ond before Hogan singled to
set up Collins' two-run blast
to center in the top of three.

West tacked on two
more via Lord and Phillips'
RBI singles in the fourth.
A couple more went on the
board as the result of hits by
Brown, Sahli and Lord in the
fifth. HoCo kept it from end-
ing with three to narrow the
margin in the bottom half of
the inning. But West Lau-
rens blew it back open with
a grand finale in the sixth,
featuring an RBI double by
Collins, an RBI single by
Moss, then Brown's two-run
homer to cap the scoring.

Thomas Jefferson as the

TRINITY
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In the third, an error
made it 24-0 before Gillis
would collect her single to
complete the cycle and make
it 25-0.

Gillis was a perfect 4-for-
4 with six driven in. Rozier
and Alligood had three hits
each. Vinson, Gay and Cobb
all collected two hits.

Alligood allowed just one
hit in three innings on the
mound and struck out five.

Trinity took an early lead
against DEA as Vinson sin-
gled to lead off the game
and eventually scored on a
groundout to make it 1-0.

The Lady Eagles took the
lead in the bottom of the first
on a pair of errors, a single
and a triple to make it 3-1.

A two-out, two-run single
following an error in the sec-
ond made it 5-1 DEA.

Trinity started to chip
away in the fifth when Gillis
delivered an RBI hit to make
it 5-2.

An error, a sacrifice and

ing Gay to advance all the
way to third. Unfortunately
she was stranded there and
the score was 5-5 going to
the bottom of the seventh.
DEA got a single to
lead off the inning before a
fielder's choice made it one

away. The next batter ripped
a double in the gap to score
the winning run from first.

Gillis and Gay had two
hits each to lead the 10-hit
Trinity attack. Vinson, Al-
ligood, Rozier, Cobb, Rowe
and Kidd also hit safely.

Alligood went 6 1/3, al-
lowing just six hits and two
earned runs. She walked one
and struck out one.

Trinity (6-11  overall,
5-6 district) was set to host
Brentwood to finish out the
week on Thursday, with

31021.

CITY OF DUBLIN

MUNICIPAL GENERAL AND SPECIAL ELECTION NOTICE

The Laurens County Board of Elections & Registration will hold the 2025 Municipal
General and Special Election for the City of Dublin on November 4, 2025.

The last day to register to vote in this election is October 6, 2025. Voters may check their
registration status at mvp.sos.ga.gov

Election Day voting for the City of Dublin Elections will be held at Stubbs Park Community
Center Gym (Calhoun Park) at 309 N Calhoun St. Dublin, Ga. from 7:00 am — 7:00 pm

A request for absentee application must be completed and can be made to the Laurens
County Board of Elections & Registration Office and returned no later than October 24,
2025 if you elect to vote absentee by mail. You may contact the Laurens County Board of
Elections & Registration at 478-272-2841 to request an application be mailed.

Advanced voting or early voting for the City of Dublin Elections will be conducted at the
Laurens County Board of Elections & Registration Office at 117 E Jackson St. Dublin, Ga

first of two remaining home
games, both non-region, to

Club’s

Dublin Civitan

open the following week on
Monday afternoon.

i, 45 - A drop box will be accessible during Advanced Voting Hours.
another Gillis single in the

seventh set the Lady Crusad-
ers up for a comeback. Alli-
good singled home a run to
make the score 5-3.

Gay came up next and
ripped a single to left. The
ball got past the left fielder,

. i ®
scoring two runs and allow- || ;o1 County Board of Elections & Registration ®ecccccccccccscccce

Advanced Voting days/hours are as follows:

Tuesday, October 14-Friday, October 17 8:30 am-5:00 pm
Saturday, October 18 9:00 am-5:00 pm

Monday, October 20-Friday, October 24 8:30 am-5:00 pm
Saturday, October 25 9:00 am-5:00 pm

Monday, October 27-Friday, October 31 8:30 am-5:00 pm

Wednesday, October 15th -
Saturday, October 18th

EFor Booth Spaces call 478-595-6821.
and leave message. s
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Classifieds

POLICE OFFICER
The City of Dublin is accepting applications
for a team member with a positive attitude
and initiative for the position of Certified
Police Officer. This person will perform
law, traffic and criminal investigations work.
Performs duties which provide protection of
life and property; enforcement of federal,
state, and local laws; response to emer-
gency situations; investigation of criminal
activity; intervention in criminal activity;
provide crime prevention information and
proactive patrol. Assignment to specialized
units within the Department include Sup-
port Services, Housing Authority, School
Resource Officer, Special Operations Unit,
or others. Work is performed according
to established policies and procedures;
therefore, a Police Officer must be able
to exercise sound judgment, especially
in emergency situations. Work requires
tactful, conscientiousness, effective and
efficient performance of duties with mini-
mum supervision and contains a substantial
element of personal risk. An employee in
this position may be required to use force
to affect an arrest, protect him or herself, or
protect others. Applicants must be 21 years
old and possess a high school diploma or
G.E.D. and a valid Georgia driver’s license.
Successful applicant must pass a drug
screen, Polygraph exam, physical agility
test, and psychological exam.
Starting salary is $51,632.05 annually for
a POST Certified Officer or $45, 624.48
annually for uncertified. An extensive fringe
benefit package is also offered.
To apply, visit our website www.cityofdublin.
org. Position will remain open until filled.
The City of Dublin is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

U Pick Sweet Potatoes, $10 per 5
gal. bucket, bring containers.

Randy Deloach: 912-282-4300 day,
912-739-4124 night. 1026 Herman
Lynn Rd, Claxton, GA.

Multi Family Yard Sale
October 4, 2025

Yard Sale! 706 Country Club Rd. Dublin,
Ga 31021 Sat, Oct 4th 8a-2p

Estate Sale 157 Lakeview Lane Dublin, Ga
31021 Next to Dublin Country Club Fri, Oct
3rd 4p-7p Sat, Oct 4th 8a-4p Sun, Oct 5th
1p-4p 1/2 price Sunday

Yard Sale Sat, Oct 4, 2025, 1322 Old
Macon Rd, Dudley, from 8a-12p

Legals
25-471
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION
Office of
Jackie H. Dalton
Clerk Superior Court

Laurens County, Georgia
Personally appeared the undersigned
who on oath deposes and says that:
Lake Commercial Inspections & Con-
sulting, LLC
is/are doing business in Laurens County,
Georgia under the name of:

Lake Country Home Inspection &
Aeriel Photography
883 Taylor Grocery Rd
Cadwell, GA 31009
and that the nature of the business to be
carried on is:
Aerial Inspection
October 4, 11, 2025

25-441
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
CARSON DEAN, Petitioner
CIVILACTION NO.
ORDER REGARDING FILING OF
ACTION

The pleading submitted by the party with-
out the assistance of counsel has been
reviewed by the undersigning judge as
required by O. C. G. A. section 9-15-2(d)
and it has been determined as follows:
The pleading on its face presents a
justiciable issue of law or fact and is to be
filed by the Clerk of Court.
Neither the Clerk of Court nor the Judges
are permitted to give you legal advice
regarding your case.
Dated August 1, 2025
Judson L. Green IV
Judge, Superior Courts
Dublin
Judicial Circuit

September 13, 20, 27 & 10/4, 2025

25-432

State of Georgia
County of Laurens.
Notice to Debtors and Creditors

All creditors of the Estate of Raymond
Claude Savage Jr., late of Laurens County,
Georgia, deceased, are hereby notified to
render in their demands to the undersigned
according to law; and all persons indebted
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to me.
Callie Warren
Administrator
of Raymond Claude Savage, Sr.

September 13, 20 27, October 4, 2025

25-460
State of Georgia
County of Laurens

Notice is hereby given that the property
of each and all persons listed below will
be sold at public auction, separately and
individually, on Monday, October 13, 2025
starting at 10 AM. In case of inclement
weather, sale will be held on October 14,
2025 at 10 AM.

1.Alfidean Coleman, Units E-12, F-07,
and L-09;

2.Darrell Platt, Unit Y-21;

3.Nathasha Boyt, Unit X-36;

4.Yvonne Sanders, Units Z-28, Z-34,
and Z-35

Property is located at Garner’s U Store,
Incorporated, 1321 North Jefferson Street,
and 1687 Highway 441 North, Dublin, Geor-
gia, 31021. Each unit, starting first at 1321
N Jefferson Street, will be sold at public
auction to the highest and best bidder for
cash at 10AM on above date at the above
premises. All contents of each and every

person and every unit will be sold as a unit.
The contents are personal items such as,
but not necessarily limited to household

items, personal items, furniture, and other
items. You may call 478-272-3724 for more
detailed information.

September 27, Oct 4, 2025

25-483
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: STATE OF LINDA CRADDOCK
YOUNG, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-233
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION

NOTICE
TO: whom it may concern:
EDWARD COBB OUTLAW, Il has peti-
tioned to be appointed administrator(s) of
the estate of LINDA CRADDOCK YOUNG,
deceased, of said county. (The petitioner
has also applied for waiver of bond, waiv-
er of reports, waiver of statements, and/
or grant of certain powers contained in
0O.C.G.A section 53-12-261) All interested
persons are hereby notified to show cause
why said petition should not be granted. All
objections to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the court on or
before NOOVEMBER 3, 2025
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: C WARREN
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478 272 2566

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-397
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
LAURENS COUNTY

WHEREAS, Tammi R Brooks, Unmarried
woman, as borrower(s), executed a SE-
CURITY DEED to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as grantee,
as nominee for First Guaranty Mortgage
Corporation, a Corporation, Lender which
was dated 6/17/2015, and recorded on
7/1/2015, in Instrument No.: , Deed Book
2625, Page 7, securing the payment of a
Note in the amount of $112,917.00 in Lau-
rens County, Georgia Register of Deeds.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby giv-
en that the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable as provided in
said Security Deed by the Holder, and by
virtue of the power of sale and authority
vested in it, will on 11/4/2025 sell at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash Before
the Courthouse door of the Laurens County
Courthosue, 101 N Jefferson Street, Dublin,
Georgia 31040 of Laurens, the following
described property situated in Laurens
County, Georgia, to wit:
ALL THAT TRACT OF LAND LYING AND
BEING IN THE 52ND GMD OF LAURENS
COUNTY, GEORGIA AND BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS LOT 10
OF SOMERSET SUBDIVISION, PHASE 1,
ACCORDING TOAPLAT OF SURVEY BY
BILLY FLANDERS, LAND SURVEY OR,
DATED JULY 13, 1999, AND RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 7, PAGE 759, OF THE RE-
CORDS OF CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR
COURT, LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA,
SAID PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN
BY REFERENCE FOR A MORE PARTIC-
ULAR DESCRIPTION.
SUBJECT TO COVENANTS, RESTRIC-
TIONS, RESERVATIONS AND EASE-
MENTS OF RECORD.
Tax Parcel ID: E27D-053
Being real property commonly known as
954 STONEY RIDGE DR EAST DUBLIN,
GA 31027
The debt remaining in default, this sale
will be made for the purpose of paying the
debt and all expenses of this sale including
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect
attorney’s fees having been given).
Said sale will be made subject to the
following items which may affect the title
to said property: All restrictive covenants,
easements and rights-of-way appearing
of record, if any; all zoning ordinances;
matters which would be disclosed by an
accurate survey or by an inspection of the
property; all outstanding or unpaid bills
and assessments for street improvements,
curbing, garbage, water, sewage and
public utilities which may be liens upon
said property; and any outstanding taxes,
assessments and other liens superior to the
security deed being foreclosed hereby. To
the best knowledge and belief of the under-
signed, the above-described property is in
the possession of the borrower and/or other
persons with the consent and acquiescence
of the borrower.
Except to the extent that the Holder may
bind and obligate Mortgagors to warrant
title to the Property under the terms of the
Security Deed, conveyance of the Property
shall be made without any representations
or warranties whatsoever, express or
implied. All sales are “as is”, “where is’.
The entire purchase price is due and pay-
able at the conclusion of the auction in the
form of certified funds. Insufficient funds
will not be accepted. Amounts received in
excess of the winning bid will be refunded
to the successful purchaser. This property
is being sold with express reservation that
the sale is subject to confirmation by lender
or Substitute Trustee.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, the
name, address and telephone number of
the person or entity who shall have full
authority to negotiate, amend, or modify
all terms of the above-described mortgage
is as follows:
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC,
1600 South Douglass Road, Suite 200-A
Anaheim, CA 92806, Telephone No.: 800-
561-4567
The foregoing notwithstanding, nothing in
0.C.G.A. §44-14-162.2 shall be construed
to require Carrington Mortgage Services,
LLC to negotiate, amend, or modify the
terms of the Security Deed described
herein.
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC as
Attorney in Fact for Tammi R Brooks
Attorney Contact:
Miller, George & Suggs, PLLC
3000 Langford Road, Building 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Phone: 404-793-1447
Fax: 404-738-1558
TS # 25-36200
THIS COMMUNICATION ISFROMADEBT
COLLECTORATTEMPTING TO COLLECT
ADEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

August 23, 30, September 6, 13, 20, 27,

October 4, 11, 18, 25, November 1, 2025

25-457
CITATION
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
IN THE INTEREST OF:
Initials: AJL
STATE OF GEORGIA
SEX: F
FILE#34.13920.1519

DOB:05/12/2017 CASE #2024J-0042
A Child Under Eighteen (18) Years of
Age
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, AVIMA-
EL JAVIER-LOPEZ,
UNKNOWN ADDRESS, and anyone
claiming to have a parental interest
in the

minor child named above. The mother

of said child is NATALIA LOPEZ.
YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that the
above styled action seeking
Termination of Parental Rights in the
above-named child was filed against you
in said Court on the 20th day of February
2024, and that by reason of an Order for
Service by Publication entered by the Court
on the 22nd day of September, 2025;
YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED AND
REQUIRED to appear before the Juvenile
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, in Dub-
lin, Georgia, on the 3rd day of December,
2025, at 9:00 o’clock A.M. The hearing
is for the purpose of TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS.
WITNESS THE HONORABLE PENNY
MANNING SNIPES, Judge of said Court,
this 9-22, 2025.
Charles C. Butler, Attorney for Laurens
County Department of Family and Children
Services
PO Drawer 4430
Dublin, Ga 31040-4430 State Bar No.
099517

September 27, October 4, 11, 18, 2025

25-455
NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the official Code of Georgia
Annotated Section 10-4-210 there will
be a public sale at Little House Self
Storage,1854 Marion Street Dublin, on
Wednesday, October 8, 2025 beginning
at 10:00 A.M. The proceeds of said sale
will be used first to satisfy the storage fee
and expenses of the auction. Any other pro-
ceeds will be used to satisfy such creditors
as present their claims in advance of sale.
# 219 Eunice Farmer
#111 Vanita Richardson

September 27, October 4, 2025

25-452
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
LAURENS
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
CELIA MAE GRAHAM
DECEASED
ESTATE NO.25-277
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-
TRATION NOTICE
TO: whom it may concern:
MAURICE VERNARD HIGHTOWER has
petitioned for to be appointed administra-
tor(s) of the estate of CELIAMAE GRAHAM
deceased, of said county. (The petitioner
has also applied for waiver of bond, waiv-
er of reports, waiver of statements, and/
or grant of certain powers contained in
0.C.G.A. section 53-12-261.) All interested
persons are hereby notified to show cause
why said petition should not be granted. All
objections to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds of any such ob-
jections, and must be filed with the Court
on or before Nov. 3, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be (scheduled at a later date).
If no objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: C. Warren
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O> box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478 272 2566
October 4, 11, 18 & 25th, 2025

25-447.
Notice to Debtors and Creditors
State of Georgia
County of Laurens
IN RE: ESTATE OF Carolyn H. Moore,
DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Carolyn H.
Moore, deceased late of Laurens County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law; and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make immediate
payment to me.
Jeannette Moore Waters and Felicia Moore
Breedlove
Administrator
of Carolyn H. Moore, deceased
7373 Waters Edge Drive
Stone Mountain, GA 30087
September 20 27, October 4, 11th, 2025

25-458

CITATION
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
IN THE INTEREST OF:
Initials: AJL
STATE OF GEORGIA
SEX: F
FILE#34.13920.1520
DOB:05/12/2017 CASE #2024J-0044
A Child Under Eighteen (18) Years of
Age
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, AVIMA-
EL JAVIER-LOPEZ,
UNKNOWN ADDRESS, and anyone
claiming to have a parental interest
in the
minor child named above. The mother
of said child is NATALIA LOPEZ.

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that the
above styled action seeking
Termination of Parental Rights in the
above-named child was filed against you
in said Court on the 20th day of February
2024, and that by reason of an Order for
Service by Publication entered by the Court
on the 22nd day of September, 2025;
YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED AND
REQUIRED to appear before the Juvenile
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, in Dub-
lin, Georgia, on the 3rd day of December,
2025, at 9:00 o’clock A.M. The hearing
is for the purpose of TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS.
WITNESS THE HONORABLE PENNY
MANNING SNIPES, Judge of said Court,
this 9-22, 2025.
Charles C. Butler, Attorney for Laurens
County Department of Family and Children
Services
PO Drawer 4430
Dublin, Ga 31040-4430 State Bar No.
099517

September 27, October 4, 11, 18, 2025

25-473
STATE OF GOERGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
ESTATE OF LINDA CRADDOCK
YOUNG IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
SAID STATE AND COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS

All creditors of the estate of LINDA CRAD-
DOCK YOUNG deceased, late of Laurens
County, are hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned according
to law, and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make immediate
payment to me.
This 25th Day of September, 2025
Emily F. Kight
Attorney for the Estate of
LINDA CRADDOCK YOUNG
Kight Law, LLC
P.O. Box 2056
Dublin, Ga. 31040

OCTOBER 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-480

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF JAMES EDWIN
DOBBS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-108

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION
NOTICE

TO: Whom it may concern:
JACQUELINE LAMB has petitioned to
be appointed administrator of the estate
of JAMES EDWIN DOBBS deceased, of
said county. (The petitioner has also ap-
plied for waiver of bond, waiver of reports,
deceased, of said county. (The petitioner
has also applied for waiver of bond, waiv-
er of reports, waiver of statements, and/
or grant of certain powers contained in
0O.C.G.A. section 53-12-26.) All interested
persons are hereby notified to show cause
why said petition should not be granted.
All objections to the petition must be in
writing, setting forth the grounds of any
such objections, and must be filed with the
Court on or before NOVEMBER 3, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before a
notary pubic or qualify to file as an indigent
party. Contact probate court personnel
for the required amount of filing fees. If
any objections are filed, a hearing will be
(scheduled at a later date) If no objections
are filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
Glenda D. Jackson
Judge of the Probate court
By: C Warren
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478 272 2566

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-485
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF JIMMY WALTON
SCHELL, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24-141
NOTICE

(For discharge from office and all liability)
IN RE: Petition for Discharge of Personal
Representative
TO: whom it may concern:
This is to notify you to file an objection, if
there is any, to the above-referenced peti-
tion, in the Court on or before NOVEMBER
3, 2025.
This is to notify you who are required to
be served personally, to file an objection,
if there is any, to the above-referenced
petition, in the Court on or before the 30th
day after the date you are personally served
or sign the return receipt.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

October 4, 2025

25-488
NOTICE TO BRIAN ASHLEY JOHNSON
HARLEY ANN JOHNSON was born to you
in Laurens County, Georgia in March 2010,
and. A Petition for Adoption has been filed
and is pending in the Superior Court of
Laurens County, Georgia, Case No. A24-
0009-JH. The final hearing has been set
for 9 a.m., in the third floor Courtroom, on
November 17, 2025, before Judge Jon F.
Helton. Be advised that your parental rights
to the child will be terminated upon the final-
ization of the adoption. The Petitioner has
alleged that you have: without justifiable
cause, significantly failed to communicate
or to make bona fide attempt to commu-
nicate with the children in a meaningful,
supportive, parental manner as set out in
paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code
Section 19-8-10; OR without justifiable
cause, significantly failed to provide for the
care and support of the children as required
by law of judicial decree as set out in para-
graph (2) subsection (b) of Code Section
19-8-10. You have no obligation to file an
answer, but you do have the right to appear
at the hearing and to show cause why your
parental rights should not be terminated
by this adoption. If you wish to receive a
copy of the Petition for Adoption, you may
receive one by contacting the attorney for
the Petitioner listed below.
James C. Garner, LLC
111 East Gaines Street
Dublin, GA 31021
478-353-8651

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-454
To Whom It May Concern:
Notice is hereby given that Tony Lee Floyd
alcohol agent, manager, or alcohol licensee
has submitted an application to the City of
Dublin for a 2025 license to sell (BEER,
WINE, LIQUOR), retail, (PACKAGED TO
GO, CONSUMPTION ON PREMISES), at
Multtani 805 Food Mart INC, located at 805
N Jefferson SR, Dublin, G 31021
This notice is given this 26th day of Au-
gust, 2025
Tony Lee Floyd

September 26, October 4th, 2025

All objections should be sworn to be before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be (scheduled at a later date).
If no objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.

Genola D. Jackson

Judge of the Probate Court

By:CWarren

Clerk of the Probate Court

P.O Box 2098

Dublin, GA 31040

478 272 2566

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-434
State of Georgia
County of Laurens.
Notice to Debtors and Creditors

All creditors of the Estate of Gladys Ballard
Graham Aaron, late of Laurens County,
Georgia, deceased, are hereby notified to
render in their demands to the undersigned
according to
law; and all persons indebted to said estate
are required to make immediate payment.
This 5th day of September, 2025.
Estate of Gladys Ballard Graham Aaron
David L. Ballard, Co-Executor
1173 Duggan Street
Dudley, GA 31022
Pamela Ballard, Co-Executor
P.O. Box 295
Dublin, GA 31040
Margaret Greer Evans
Attorney at Law
State Bar No. 488189
(478) 272-2885

September 13, 20, 27, October 4, 2025

25-487
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF PATRICIA LOUISE ST.
FORT, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-221
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE

To whom it may concern:
KEVA ST. FORT has petitioned to be
appointed administrator of the Estate of
PATRICIALOUISE ST. FORT, deceased, of
said county.(The petitioner has also applied
for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver
of statements, and/or grant of certain pow-
ers contained in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All
interested persons are hereby notified to
show cause why said petition should not
be granted. All objections to the petition
must be in writing, setting forth the grounds
of any such objections, and must be filed
with the Court on or before NOVEMBER
3, 2025.
Be Notified Further: All objections to the
petition must be in writing, setting forth
the grounds of any such objections. All
objections should be sworn to before a
notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-493
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
IN RE: IN THE PROBATE COURT OF SAID
STATE AND COUNTY
ESTATE OF LYNDEL ANN BAUGUS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS

All creditors of the estate of LYNDEL
ANN BAUGUS deceased, late of Laurens
County, are hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned according
to law, and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make immediate
payment to me.
This 1st Day of October, 2025
Emily F. Kight
Attorney for the Estate of LYNDEL ANN
BAUGUS Kight Law, LLC
P.O. Box 2056
Dublin, Ga. 31040

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-456
CITATION
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
IN THE INTEREST OF:
Initials: AJL
STATE OF GEORGIA
SEX: F
FILE#34.13920.1518
DOB:08/27/2016 CASE #2024J-0042
A Child Under Eighteen (18) Years of
Age
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, AVIMA-
EL JAVIER-LOPEZ,
UNKNOWN ADDRESS, and anyone
claiming to have a parental interest
in the
minor child named above. The mother
of said child is NATALIA LOPEZ.

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that the
above styled action seeking
Termination of Parental Rights in the
above-named child was filed against you
in said Court on the 20th day of February
2024, and that by reason of an Order for
Service by Publication entered by the Court
on the 22nd day of September, 2025;
YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED AND
REQUIRED to appear before the Juvenile
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, in Dub-
lin, Georgia, on the 3rd day of December,
2025, at 9:00 o’clock A.M. The hearing
is for the purpose of TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS.
WITNESS THE HONORABLE PENNY
MANNING SNIPES, Judge of said Court,
this 9-22, 2025.
Charles C. Butler, Attorney for Laurens
County Department of Family and Children
Services
PO Drawer 4430
Dublin, Ga 31040-4430 State Bar No.
099517

September 27, October 4, 11, 18, 2025

25-481
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
GLORIA ANN BRANCH, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-180
NOTICE
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will in Sol-
emn Form in the above-referenced estate
having been duly filed.
TO: JASON CURTIS HESTER
This is to notify you to file objection. if
there is any, to the petition to probate will
in solemn form, in the Court on or before
NOVEMBER 3, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.

25-438
NOTICE TO DEBITORS AND CREDI-
TORS
Georgia, Laurens County,

All creditors of the Estate of J. Stanley
Smith, deceased, late of Laurens County,
are hereby notified to render in writing their
demands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said Estate
are required to make immediate payment
to the undersigned.

This 25th day of August, 2025
Annettel L. Smith and Wade Smith
Co-Executors of the Estate of
J. Stanley Smith, deceased
c/o J. Jackson Dixon
Smith Dixon Law Group, LLC
205 N. Franklin Street
Dublin, GA 31021
September 20, 27, October 4, 11th, 2025

25-482

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF ARTIS FRAZIER,
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-231

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

STRATION
NOTICE

TO: whom it may concern:
OMESHA J. FRAZIER has petitioned to
be appointed administrators of the estate
of ARTIS FRAZIER deceased, of said
county. (The petitioner has also applied for
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of
statements, and/or grant of certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A. Section 53-12-261.)
Allinterested persons are hereby notified to
show cause why said petition should not be
granted. All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections, and must be filed with
with the Court on or before NOVEMBER
3, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-451
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS

All creditors of the Estate of Antnony Jamar
Coley, deceased, late of Laurens County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to
said estate are required to make Executor.
This the 19th day of September, 2025.
Gwendolyn M. Coley
Administrator of the estate of
Anthony Jamar Coley
Verna L. Smith
Attorney for the Estate
PO Box 2014
Dublin, GA 31040

September 27, Oct. 4, 11,18

25-436
State of Georgia
County of Laurens.
Notice to Debtors and Creditors
IN RE: ESTATE OF James Leon Norris,
DECEASED

All creditors of the Estate of James Leon
Norris, late of Laurens County, Georgia,
deceased, are hereby notified to render
in their demands to the undersigned ac-
cording to law; and all persons indebted to
said estate are required to make immediate
payment to me.
Zeldina N. ray
Administrator
of James Leon Norris, deceased
185 Quail Run Rd
Dublin, GA 31021

September 13, 20 27, October 4, 2025

25-486
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAURENS
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF JERRY DOUGLAS
WRIGHT, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-229
NOTICE
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will (and
Codicil(s)) in Solemn Form in the above-ref-
erenced estate having been duly filed.
TO: MICHAEL WRIGHT, MAKIA WRIGHT
This is to notify you to file objection, if
there is any, to the petition to probate will
in solemn form, in this Court on or before
NOVEMBER 3, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: C. Warren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

October 4, 11, 28, 25, 2025

25-445
Laurens County Probate Court Estate
No. 25-212
Estate of Imogene Mullis
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

All creditors of the estate of Imogene Mullis,
late of Laurens County, Georgia, deceased,
are hereby notified to render in their de-
mands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said estate
are required to make immediate payment.
J. Lynne Howell

504 Blue Bonnet Trail

Bonaire, GA 31005

Rita J. Llop
Attorney at Law Rita J. Llop, P. C.

5007 9th Avenue, N.E.

Eastman, Georgia 31023

September 20, 27, October 4, 11, 2025

25-484
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF WILLIAM J. BUIE,
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24-97
NOTICE
(For discharge from office and all liability)
IN RE: Petition for Discharge of Personal
Representative
TO: whom it may concern:
This is to notify you to file an objection, if
there is any, to the above-referenced peti-
tion, in the Court on or before NOVEMBER
3, 2025.
This is to notify you who are required to
be served personally, to file an objection,
if there is any, to the above-referenced
petition, in the Court on or before the 30th
day after the date you are personally served
or sign the return receipt.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
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no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.

Genola O. Jackson

Judge of the Probate Court

By: CWarren

Clerk of the Probate Court

PO Box 2098

Dublin, GA 31040

478-272-2566

October 4, 2025

25-433
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY

Under and by virtue of the Power of
Sale contained in a Security Deed given
by Tommy Ricks Il to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as grantee,
as nominee for Ameris Bank, its succes-
sors and assigns dated March 23, 2018,
recorded in Deed Book 2859, Page 210,
Laurens County, Georgia Records, as last
transferred to Ameris Bank by assignment
recorded in Deed Book 3557, Page 162,
Laurens County, Georgia Records, convey-
ing the after-described property to secure
a Note in the original principal amount of
FORTY-SEVEN THOUSAND TWO HUN-
DRED AND 0/100 DOLLARS ($47,200.00),
with interest thereon as set forth therein,
there will be sold at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash before the court-
house door of Laurens County, Georgia, or
at such place as may be lawfully designated
as an alternative, within the legal hours of
sale on the first Tuesday in October, 2025,
the following described property:

SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO
AND MADE A PART HEREOF

The debt secured by said Security Deed
has been and is hereby declared due
because of, among other possible events
of default, failure to pay the indebtedness
as and when due and in the manner pro-
vided in the Note and Security Deed. The
debt remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the same
and all expenses of this sale, as provided
in the Security Deed and by law, including
attorney’s fees (notice pursuantto O.C.G.A.
§ 13-1-11 having been given).

Said property will be sold subject to any
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and
payable), the right of redemption of any
taxing authority, any matters which might
be disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, any assessments,
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances,
restrictions, covenants, and any matters
of record including, but not limited to, those
superior to the Security Deed first set out
above. Said property will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any representation,
warranty or recourse against the above-
named or the undersigned.

Ameris Bank is the holder of the Security
Deed to the property in accordance with
OCGA § 44-14-162.2.

The entity that has full authority to ne-
gotiate, amend, and modify all terms of the
mortgage with the debtor is: Ameris Bank,
1 Corporate Drive, Suite 360, Lake Zurich,
IL 60047, 8475507300.

Note, however, that such entity is not
required by law to negotiate, amend or
modify the terms of the loan.

To the best knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party in possession of the
property is Tommy Ricks, Ill or a tenant or
tenants and said property is more com-
monly known as 201 Coleman Ave, East
Dublin, GA 31027. Should a conflict arise
between the property address and the legal
description the legal description will control.

The sale will be conducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2)
to final confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the security
deed.

Ameris Bank

as Attorney in Fact for

Tommy Ricks Il

McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
1544 Old Alabama Rd

Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net

EXHIBIT “A”

Tract I: Those tracts or parcels of land, lying
and being in Smith District (52nd District
G.M.) and being known as Lots No. 1, 2, 3
and 4 in Block “E” of survey of Lakehurst
Subdivision made by E. K. Hatten, in July of
1947, plat of which said survey is recorded
in Plat Book 2, Page 62, Clerk’'s Office,
Superior Court, Laurens County, Georgia,
and to which reference is made for further
description of the real estate conveyed.
Each of said Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 fronting
on Coleman Avenue (formerly known as
Darien Street) 50 feet, and extending south-
westerly with a uniform width a distance
of 250 feet, the total frontage on Coleman
Avenue (formerly known as Darien Street),
being 200 feet

This is also the same property described
in a Warranty Deed from J. Z Thomas to
Annie Catherine Lake Thomas and record-
ed in Deed Book 267, Page 410, on April
10, 1969, in the Office of the Clerk of the
Superior Court of Laurens County.

Tract II: All that tract or parcel of land,
lying and being in the 52nd District G.M. of
Laurens County, Georgia, and being a part
of Tract No. 23 of Block “E” of Lakehurst
Subdivision, plat of which Subdivision is
recorded in Deed Book 2, Page 62, Clerk’s
Office, Laurens County, Georgia, and fur-
ther described as: BEGINNING at a point
on the southeast side of Poplar Street a
distance of 250 feet from the south corner
of intersection of Poplar Street and Darien
Street (now known as Coleman Avenue)
and running thence in a southwesterly di-
rection along Poplar Street a distance of 87
feet to property of Ned Z. Collins; thence in
a southeasterly direction a distance of 175
feet to property of R. D. Brown; thence in a
northeasterly direction a distance of 87 feet
to Lake property; thence in a northwesterly
direction a distance of 175 feet to the point
of beginning, said tract being bounded
on the northwest by Poplar Street; on the
northeast by Lake Property; on the south-
east by R. D. Brown and on the southwest
by property of Ned Z. Collins.

This is also the same property described
in an Executor’s Deed of Assent from Jim
Zenus Thomas to Catherine Thomas and
recorded in Deed Book 1608, Page 276,
on December 15, 2004, in the Office of
the Clerk of the Superior Court of Laurens
County.

MR /CA  October 7, 2025

Our file no. 25-16857GA-FT18
25-16857GA

September 13, 20, 27, & October 4, 2025

25-477
CITATION
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
Initials ZG SEX: M DOB: 07/11/2024
FILE#34.13920.1710
CASE# 25J-0257.
A Child Under Eighteen (18) Years of Age
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, MARVIN
ALLEN, UNKNOWN ADDRESS, and any-
one claiming to have a parental interest in
the minor child named above. The mother
of said child is KIMBERLY GEIGER.
YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that the
above styled action seeking TERMINATION
OF PARENTAL RIGHTS in the
above-named child was filed against you

in said Court on the 27 day of September,
2025, and that by reason of an Order for
Service by Publication entered by the Court
on the 29th day of September 2025;

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED AND
REQUIRED to appear before the Juvenile
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, in Dub-
lin, Georgia, on the day of December 2025,
at 9:00 o’clock A.M. The hearing is for the
purpose of TERMINATION OF PARENTAL
RIGHTS.

WITNESS THE HONORABLE PENNY
MANNING SNIPES, Judge of said

Court, this 29th day of September 2025.
Penny Manking Shipes , JUDGE LAURENS
COUNTY JUVENILE COURT DUBLIN
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT -

Presented-by:

Charles C. Butler, Attorney for Laurens
County Department of

Family and Children Services

PO Drawer 4430

Dublin, Ga 31040-4430

State Bar No. 099517

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-479
NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the Official Code of Georgia,
Annotated Section 10-4-210, et seq., there
will be a public sale by Curry Management
Corporation on October 21, 2025, starting
at StorageAuctions.com. The proceeds of
said sale will be used to first satisfy the
storage fee and other expenses of the
auction. Any other proceeds will be used
to satisfy such creditors as present their
claims in advance of sale.
SPACE Marcia Hall Claxton Dairy B11
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Tamiko Williams Claxton Dairy
H31
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Rufus Sutton Claxton Dairy J3
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

October 4, 11, 2025

25-474
LEGAL NOTICE:

On July 29, 2025, Richard Brady Smith
and Jobett Hooks Smith filed a Petition to
change the name of their child, Eze Baxley
Smith, to Eaze Baxley Smith. Afinal hearing
on this Petition will be held at the Laurens
County Superior Courthouse at 9:00 a.m.
on the 25th day of November, before the
Honorable Jud L. Green, IV. Any interested
or affected party may appear and file an
objection or object to the name change.
James C. Garner, LLC
111 East Gaines Street
Dublin, GA 31021
478-353-8651

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-470

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY
All creditors of the Estate of David S.
Howard, deceased, late of Laurens Coun-
ty, Georgia, are hereby notified to render
in their demands to the Executrix of his
Estate according to law, and all persons
indebted to the Estate of David S. Howard
are required to make immediate payment
to the Executrix.
This 19th day of September, 2025.
Maria Howell
Executrix of the Estate of David S. Howard
Francis Lewis
Attorney for the Estate
1808 Bellevue Road
Dublin, GA 31021

September 27, October 4, 11, 19, 2025

25-439
NOTICE TO DEBITORS AND CREDI-
TORS
Georgia, Laurens County,

All creditors of the Estate of James Ray-
mond Watson, deceased, late of Laurens
County, are hereby notified to render in
writing their demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons indebted
to said Estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned.

This 25th day of August, 2025
Beth Watson
Administrator of the Estate of
James Raymond Watson, deceased,
c/o J. Jackson Dixon
Smith Dixon Law Group, LLC
205 N. Franklin Street
Dublin, GA 31021
September 20, 27, October 4, 11th, 2025

25-453
NEWSPAPER PUBLIC NOTICE

The Georgia Environmental Protection Di-
vision (GEPD) has required Love’s Travel
Stops & County Stores, Inc., to prepare a
Corrective Action Plan Part-Ato investigate
and/or clean up petroleum contamination at
the Love’s Travel Stop No. 320 located at
3009 Highway 257, Dublin, GA. This plan
will be submitted to the GEPD on or before
September 25, 2025. If you want to exam-
ine a copy of the plan, a public display copy
is available for review through October 25,
2025, at the Laurens County Library, 801
Bellevue Avenue, Dublin, GA 31021, (478)
272-5710. Alternatively, you may contact
Mr. Jeff Schexnayder at (205) 836-5650
and a copy will be mailed at a nominal fee.
Comments to the plan will be accepted until
October 25, 2025, and should be directed
to the GEPD at (404) 362-2687. Mailing
address: GEPD USTMP, 4244 International
Parkway, Suite 104, Atlanta, GA 30354. Any
questions for Love’s Travel Stops & Country
Stores, Inc. should be directed to Mr. Chuck
Gooden at (205) 836-5650.

September 27, October 4, 11,18, 2025

25-472
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF BETTY ANDERSON
WILLIAMS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-217
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE
To whom it may concern:
Lanessia Rache Miller has petitioned to
be appointed administrator of the estate
of Betty Anderson Williams, deceased, of
said county. (The petitioner has also ap-
plied for waiver of bond, waiver of reports,
waiver of statements, and/or grant of certain
powers contained in OCGA 53-12-261.) All
interested persons are hereby notified to
show cause why said petition should not be
granted. All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections, and must be filed with
the Court on or before November 3, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing,
Genola D. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: C. Warren
P.O. Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478 272 2566

October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

25-431
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
IN RE: ESTATE OF RANDY WAYNE
LINDSEY

All creditors of the estate of RANDY
WAYNE LINDSEY, deceased, late of Lau-
rens County, Georgia, are hereby notified
to render their demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons indebt-
ed to said estate are required to make
immediate payment to the undersigned
Administrator, Rita A. Smith.
This 5th day of September, 2025.
S. Ryan Dixon

Nelson & Dixon, LLC
125 North Franklin Street
Dublin, Georgia 31021

478-272-3545
September 13, 20, 27, & October 4, 2025

25-459

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

All creditors of MARK ALBEN DUPREE,
deceased, are hereby notified to render in
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to said
Estate are required to make immediate
payment.
This 23rd day of September, 2025.
Ms. Debra J. Horton, Executor
107 Ann Street
Gordon, GA 31031

September 27, October 4, 11, 18, 2025

25-476
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY

By virtue of a Power of Sale contained
in that certain Security Deed from MARY
BUTLER to BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., dat-
ed April 23, 2010, recorded May 20, 2010,
in Deed Book 2183, Page 226, Laurens
County, Georgia Records, said Security
Deed having been given to secure a Note of
even date in the original principal amount of
One Hundred Ninety-Eight Thousand and
00/100 dollars ($198,000.00), with interest
thereon as provided for therein, said Secu-
rity Deed having been last sold, assigned
and transferred to Citibank, N.A., not in
its individual capacity but solely as Owner
Trustee of New Residential Mortgage Loan
Trust 2020-RPL1, there will be sold at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash at the
Laurens County Courthouse, within the
legal hours of sale on the first Tuesday in
November, 2025, all property described in
said Security Deed including but not limited
to the following described property:

ALL THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY:
TRACT 1: ALL THAT TRACT AND PAR-
CEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN
LAND LOT 226 OF THE FIRST LAND
DISTRICT OF LAURENS COUNTY,
GEORGIA, BEING PART OF LOTS 110,
111, 112 AND ALL OF LOT 113 OF THE
HOLLY HILLS SUBDIVISION AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT AN IRON
PIN WHICH IRON PIN IS LOCATED ON
THE SOUTHERN MARGIN OF TRINITY
ROAD AT THE NORTHWESTERN COR-
NER OF THAT PART OF LOTS 112 AND
111 AS SHOWN ON A PLAT OF SURVEY
RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 370, PAGE
689, PUBLIC RECORDS OF LAURENS
COUNTY; THENCE FROM SAID POINT
OF BEGINNING SOUTH 42 DEGREES
30 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF
119.2 FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE
NORTH 44 DEGREES 07 MINUTES EAST
A DISTANCE OF 150 FEET TO AN IRON
PIN LOCATED ON THE WEST MARGIN
OF HICKORY DRIVE; THENCE SOUTH
39 DEGREES 38 MINUTES EASTALONG
THE WEST MARGIN OF HICKORY DRIVE
A DISTANCE OF 15 FEET TO AN IRON
PIN; THENCE SOUTH 53 DEGREES 00
MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF 150
FEET TOAN IRON PIN; THENCE SOUTH
22 DEGREES 44 MINUTES WESTADIS-
TANCE OF 207.63 FEET TOAN IRON PIN
WHICH IRON PIN IS LOCATED ON THE
NORTH MARGIN OF A 10 FOOT PLANT-
ING SCREEN SEPARATING HOLLY HILLS
SUBDIVISION FROM PROPERTY OF
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH; THENCE
SOUTH 44 DEGREES 49 MINUTES WEST
ALONG THE NORTHERN MARGIN OF
SAID PLANTING SCREEN A DISTANCE
OF 75.2 FEET TOAN IRON PIN; THENCE
NORTH 50 DEGREES 30 MINUTES WEST
ADISTANCE OF 130.6 FEET TOAN IRON
PIN; THENCE SOUTH 42 DEGREES 03
MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 149.3
FEET TO AN IRON PIN LOCATED ON
THE EAST MARGIN OF TRINITY ROAD;
THENCE NORTH 11 DEGREES 50
MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 315.2
FEETTOAN IRON PIN; THENCE AN ARC
DISTANCE OF 57.65 FEET TO AN

IRON PIN ON THE SOUTHERN MARGIN
OF TRINITY ROAD; THENCE NORTH
44 DEGREES 07 MINUTES EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 102.1 FEET TO AN IRON PIN
AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING. THIS
PROPERTY IS CONVEYED SUBJECT TO
RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS FOR HOLLY
HILLS SUBDIVISION, RECORDED IN
DEED BOOK 297, PAGE 317, LAURENS
COUNTY RECORDS. TRACT 2: ALL THAT
TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYINGAND
BEING IN LAND LOT 226 OF THE FIRST
LAND DISTRICT OF LAURENS COUNTY,
GEORGIA, BEING PART OF LOTS 111
AND 112 OF THE HOLLY HILLS SUBDIVI-
SION AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS

FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT AN IRON PIN
WHICH IRON PIN IS LOCATED 27.9 FEET
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY MARGIN OF
HICKORY DRIVE AS MEASURED FROM
THE SOUTHEAST INTERSECTION OF
TRINITY ROAD AND HICKORY DRIVE;
THENCE FROM SAID POINT OF BEGIN-
NING SOUTH 39 DEGREES 38 MINUTES
EASTADISTANCE OF 172.1 FEETTOAN
IRON PIN; THENCE SOUTH 44 DEGREES
07 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE

OF 150 FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE
NORTH 42 DEGREES AND 30 MINUTES
WEST A DISTANCE OF 199.2 FEET TO
AN IRON PIN; THENCE NORTH 44 DE-
GREES 07 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE
OF 132.1 FEET TOAN IRON PIN ON THE
EASTERLY MARGIN OF TRINITY ROAD;
THENCE INANORTHEASTERLY DIREC-
TION 42 FEET (ARC MEASUREMENT)
TO THE IRON PIN ON THE SOUTHERLY
MARGIN OF HICKORY DRIVE AND THE
POINT OF BEGINNING. SAID TRACT OF
LAND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED ACCORDING TO A PLAT
OF SURVEY PREPARED BY MARVIN D.
CLEMENTS, SURVEYOR, ON THE 8TH
DAY OF AUGUST, 1979, WHICH PLAT IS
RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 370, PAGE
689, PUBLIC RECORDS OF LAURENS
COUNTY, AND IS BY REFERENCE IN-
CORPORATED AS A PART OF THIS
DESCRIPTION. THIS PARCEL IS MADE
SUBJECT TOALL THOSE RESTRICTIVE

FROM THE RECORD

Marriages: Steven Ray
Bedford and Colette Ra-
quel Eck; Christian Shearod
Spears and Laura Nicole
Haynes; Dillon Michael
Wynne and Tayler Danielle
Cox; Ryan Joe Hall and
Alexis Marie Blackburn;
Mazi Ahmad West and Aliah
Jnae James; Micheal Blake
Purvis and Katherine Jea-
nette Cannada; Joshua Lee
Beavers II and Chloe Eliz-
abeth Mulrooney; Tommy
Maquel Lanier and Essence
Symone King; Kevin Barnes
and Cierra Laporche Madi-
son

Divorce: Ebonie R.
Tinsley v. Antonio M. Tins-
ley; Artiffany Wilbur Stanley
v. Robert Alexander Stanley
Jr.; Ashley Taylor v. Timo-
thy W. Taylor

Complaint for di-
vorce: Joshua Evans v. Al-
lison Evans; Dillon Garnto
v. Haley Garnto; Eric Young
v. Jamie Lynn Young

Paternity/legitima-
tion: Anthony Flanders v.
Amber Hartwell

Petition to change
name of minor child:
Inre: Myria Edmond

Complaint - child
support: Ga. DHS ex rel
Zaydee Wheeler et al v. Ben-
jamin Wheeler; Ga. DHS ex
rel Isaiah Z. Loyd v. Chris-
topher Holmes; Ga. DHS ex

COVENANTS RECORDED IN DEED
BOOK 297, PAGE 317, IN THE OFFICE
OF THE CLERK, LAURENS SUPERIOR
COURT, AND SAID RESTRICTIVE COVE-
NANTS ARE HEREBY MADE A PART OF
THIS DEED BY REFERENCE.

Said legal description being controlling,
however the property is more commonly
known as 274 TRINITY RD, DUBLIN, GA
31021.

The indebtedness secured by said Secu-
rity Deed has been and is hereby declared
due because of default under the terms
of said Security Deed. The indebtedness
remaining in default, this sale will be made
for the purpose of paying the same, all
expenses of the sale, including attorneys’
fees (notice to collect same having been
given) and all other payments provided for
under the terms of the Security Deed.

Said property will be sold on an “as-is”
basis without any representation, warranty
or recourse against the above-named or the
undersigned. The sale will also be subject
to the following items which may affect the
title: any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, whether
or not now due and payable); the right of
redemption of any taxing authority; matters
which would be disclosed by an accurate
survey or by an inspection of the property;
all zoning ordinances; assessments; liens;
encumbrances; restrictions; covenants, and
any other matters of record superior to said
Security Deed.

To the best of the knowledge and belief
of the undersigned, the owner and party in
possession of the property is MARY BUT-
LER, or tenants(s).

The sale will be conducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2)
to final confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the Security
Deed.

The entity having full authority to negoti-
ate, amend and modify all terms of the loan
(although not required by law to do so) is:
NewRez LLC, F/K/A New Penn Financial,
LLC, D/B/A Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing,
Loss Mitigation Dept., 75 Beattie Place Ste.
300, Greenville, SC 29601, Telephone Num-
ber: 800-365-7107. Nothing in O.C.G.A.
Section 44-14-162.2 shall be construed
to require a secured creditor to negotiate,
amend, or modify the terms of the mortgage
instrument.

CITIBANK, N.A., NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS OWNER
TRUSTEE OF NEW RESIDENTIAL MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST 2020-RPL1

as Attorney in Fact for

MARY BUTLER

THE BELOW LAW FIRM MAY BE HELD
TOBEACTINGAS ADEBT COLLECTOR,
UNDER FEDERAL LAW. IF SO, ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Attorney Contact: Rubin Lublin, LLC
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100,
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Telephone Number: (877) 813-0992 Case
No. SHP-22-04358-10
Ad Run Dates 10/04/2025, 10/11/2025,
10/18/2025, 10/25/2025, 11/01/2025
rlselaw.com/property-listing

October 4, 11, 18, 25, November 1, 2025

25-448
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS
GEORGIA. LAURENS COUNTY.
All creditors of the Estate of Thomas J.
Perry, deceased, late of Laurens County,
Georgia,
are hereby notified to render their demands
to the Executrix of his Estate according to
law, and
all persons indebted to the Estate of Thom-
as J. Perry are required to make immediate
payment to
the Executrix.
This 15th day of September, 2025.
Bessie J. Perry
Executrix of the Estate of Thomas J. Perry
Francis Lewis
Attorney for the Estate
1808 Bellevue Road
Dublin, GA 31021
September 20th, 27th, October 4th and
11th, 2025.

rel Kingsten Moye v. Kevin
Slaughter; Ga. DHS ex rel
Major Ja'Kai Jones v. Mylek
Jones

Modification of child
support: Ga. DHS ex rel
Sarah-Gail Ledbetter v. Ja-
cob R. Ledbetter

Automobile tort: Nan-
cy Miller Smith v. Maryann
Evelyn Dempsey, as parent
of minor child

Contract: Capital One
N.A. v. Thomas Shipley

Real Property: Dept.
of Transportation v. Ricky
Walden, Barron Howard,
Reginald Howard, et al

Liens: Roxie A. Allen &
Jody B. Allen to Credit Ac-
ceptance Corporation; Luz
Smith to Credit Acceptance
Corporation; John Wells to
Barclays Bank Delaware;
Bennie J. Dixon to Synchro-
ny Bank; Lekeisha Carswell
to Robins Financial Cred-
it Union; Saniya Martasia
Linder to Robins Financial
Credit Union; Yolanda N.
Richardson to Internal Rev-
enue Service; Pure Water
Concepts LLC Don Jones
Sole MBR to Internal Reve-
nue Service x2; Diane Kait-
Iyn Bennet to Robins Finan-
cial Credit Union; Andrew
C. Silas to Discover Bank;
Jyleesa Brown to Curry
Management Corporation;
Kimberly Joyner to Aica Or-
thopedics P.C.

Security Deed: Gary
Wade Holloway and Jeanne
Griffeth Holloway to Bank of
Dudley; Tiffany Green Kyz-
er and Jake Kyzer to Morris
Bank; La Alhambra Group
LLC to First Laurens Bank;
River Rock Rentals LLC to
The Citizens Bank of Lau-
rens County; Hergert Enter-
prises LLC to Morris Bank
x2; Jasmine J. Montgomery
to Ameris Bank x2; Eddie
Leneve Horne and Charles
H. Horne Jr. to Spring EQ
LLC; Property Preserva-
tion all of GA to Communi-
ty Bank of Dublin-Laurens
County; Toinette Doshell
Boston and Darryl Ross
Filding to Statewide Mort-
gage LLC; Jacqueline D.

RELIGION DIGEST

Shivers to Union Home
Mortgage Corp.; Bailey Jon-
athan Brantley to Hambros
LLC; Brian Keith Rozier
Sr. to Georgia First Bank;
Carolyn L. Edwards to Bet-
ter Mortgage Corporation
ISAOA; Ricky Pittman and
Olivia Lynn Carlyle to Fair-
way Independent Mortgage
Corporation; James Daniel
to First Laurens Bank; Dely
Jamerson to Alcova Mort-
gage LLC; David J. Bentley
to Success Mortgage Part-
ners Inc.; Brantley's Body
Shop LLC to Morris Bank;
Christopher DAniel Coody
to The Four County Bank

Warranty Deed: Dar-
rell Templeton and Rachel
Ann Templeman to Cam-
eron Templeman and Lain-
ey Templeman; Edward
Elem Hayes to La Alham-
bra Group LLC; Madison T.
Smith and Charles J. Smith
to Jasmine J. Montgom-
ery; WJH LLC to IGI LLC;
Beeman C. Keen III, Judith
K. Bethea and Mary Keen
Ross to Property Preserva-
tion all of GA LLC; Lanie
Customs Builds LLC to Toi-
nette Doshell Boston and
Darryl Ross Fielding; Leon-
ard Shivers to Jacqueline
D. Shivers; Hayden Keith
McClintock Jr and Audrey
Denise McClintock to Bailey
Jonathan Brantley; Flash
Holding LLC to Brian Keith
Rozier Sr.; The Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to Car-
olyn L. Edwards; Alexis
Herrera to Dely Jamerson,;
Hambros LLC to David J.
Bentley; Rhonda Patrice
Hambrick to Joseph Tirpak;
Bailey Janathan Brantley
and Alayna Nichole Brant-
ley to Brantley's Body Shop;
Southern Pine Timber Com-
pany Inc. to Christopher
Daniel Coody; Rodney De-
witt Manley, William Rus-
sell Manley, Tammie Car-
tee, Shannon Manley and
Gregory Lamar Manley to
Gregory Lamar Manley and
Kellie Stokes Manley; Al-
bert Eugene Passmore AKA
Gene Passmore AKA Albert
E. Passmore to Albert Eu-
gene Passmore and Car-
leen O. Passmore; William
Austin Frost Jr. and Krys-
tal Dawn Frost to Suzanne
Jones

Free Vision Deliverance
Outreach Ministry, 540
Charles W. Manning Sr.
Way, will hold a community
fellowship night service at 7
p-m. on Oct. 10 with guest
speaker Bishop Marvin
Brown and the Belah Spring
Congregational ~ Holiness
Church in Cochran.

First Rehoboth Mission-
ary Baptist Association will
hold its 158th annual ses-
sion on Oct. 12 at 4 p.m.
with their annual musical.
They will then have a ses-
sion at 9 a.m. Tuesday,
Oct. 14 with a special pre-
sentation from Robbie La-
timore on “Preparing for
the Future by Empowering
Our Youth.” There will be
a women’s period at 9 a.m.
on Wednesday, Oct. 15 with
Thelia Smith (health care/
breast cancer awareness)
and Judge Genola Jackson
(estate planning). The at-

NEWS DIGEST

tire will be white or ivory
with a yellow corsage. The
moderator’s banquet will be
held on Thursday, Oct 16 at
6 p.m. at Spring Hill Bap-
tist Church, 494 Evergreen
Road. A love donation is
$25 and the attire is dressy.

The Mount Tilla Baptist
Church family will be cele-
brating their ushers anni-
versary on Oct. 26 at 11 a.m.
Pastor Braddrick Silver and
Silver Ford Missionary Bap-
tist Church family. Every-
one is welcome.

Religion Digest is for
special services and events
at our local churches.
Please send in announce-
ments to tchnewsreport-
er@gmail.com by 9 am.
every Thursday to appear
in the upcoming Saturday
edition of The Courier Her-
ald.

The City of Rentz will
hold a council meeting at 6
p.m. on Oct. 13 at city hall.
The agenda follows:

- Call to order

- Invocation

- Approval of September
minutes

- Approval of financial
statement

- Acknowledge visitors

- Old business

- New business

- Comments

- Adjourn

The Laurens County
Board of Commissioner will

hold its next meeting Oct. 7
at 5:30 p.m. The agenda is
as follows:

- call to order

- Invocation

- Approve meeting min-
utes for September 16, 2025

- Drug Court presenta-
tion by Judge Trey Taylor

- Discussion/approval to
surplus mobile home at

Dexter Fire Station

- Discussion/approval of
joint development authority
appointment

- Other business

- Citizen comments

- Adjourn
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Cheryl picked it up.

The funny thing
is, when we talk in person,
Cheryl doesn't do it. It's only
on the phone. I recently had
a falling-out with an elderly
friend, "Louise," over a similar
situation, but it was politically
fueled. Louise would call me,
inebriated, shouting nasty stuff
about my political stance. I
finally hung up and blocked
her on the phone. Louise is
78 and an admitted alcoholic.
Cheryl and I are not; we are in
our mid-60s.

I decided to text
Cheryl, asking her not to use
such vulgar language when
we talk because it upsets me.
I grew up with a father who
cursed and yelled a lot, and
I vowed not to talk that way.
I'm not a prude. Talking with
these two women triggered
memories of younger years.
Cheryl has now ghosted me.
My text wasn't mean or brutal.
Is there anything I can say to
her to get my friend back, or
am I blocked forever? -- OVER
AND OUT IN OHIO

DEAR OVER: Because you
couldn't handle Cheryl's
language, you were right to tell
her how it made you feel and
why. As long as she's block-
ing you, there is nothing you
can say that will get through.
Perhaps it is just as well. In my
view, folks who ridicule others
are really not very nice at all.

DEAR ABBY: I have
a neighbor I will call "Sheila."
Every year, Sheila throws an
over-the-top New Year's Eve
party. It is not even Halloween
yet, and she has already sent
the save-the-date invitations.
My problem is, I feel like I am
boxed in to attending the party
as I don't have my plans yet
for New Year's Eve. I'd like to
have the flexibility to be with
my family or possibly attend a
different type of event.

The party starts at
7 p.m., and by midnight I'm
exhausted from standing and
trying to make small talk at the
large party. I prefer a smaller
group where we can chat and
socialize easily. Sheila has
been known to keep track of
people's comings and goings in
and out of the neighborhood,
so I can't hide on New Year's
Eve. I wouldn't mind going for
an hour or two, but more than
that is just torture. Any advice?
-- BOXED-IN IN FLORIDA

DEAR BOXED-IN: You are
not trapped into doing any-
thing you don't want to do.

A "save-the-date" card isn't a
command performance. Talk
with Sheila and tell her your
plans for New Year's Eve are
up in the air, and that you
haven't decided whether you
will spend it with your family
but will let her know after you
receive her formal invitation.
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Dandelion tea

All parts of the dandelion, including its
, roots and stems, are edible. Dandelion
tea is full of nutrients such as vitamins A, C
and K, folate, calcium and potassium. It is
known to be beneficial for
digestion and for detoxing
the liver and bile systems, which can help
clear acne and other skin problems. It also
contains beta-carotene, which protects
against cell damage, and polyphenols,
which are anti-inflammatory, which
help the heart.- Brenda Weaver

Source: health.clevelandclinic.org/dandelion

© 2025 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle vy stelia zawistowski
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ACROSS
1 Take the wheel

6 Sticky black
substance

GOREN BRIDGE

9 Grocery checkout

count
14 Country singer

Steve
15 Electronics brand

16 Olympic prize
17 “Crocodile Rock”

singer: 2 wds.
19 Babble on
20 Having an aroma

you hold:

21 Played like Ringo

Q 1 - Neither vulnerable, as South, §<(>)UTH

WITH BOB JONES
©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ

()

WEST NORTH EAST
10

14 Pass

Starr .
23 Optan AAQIS8630J850K Q1064 Void What call would you make?
25 Opposite of good
26 lC\J/I?)tVaiL%nt:eitii}gs WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH Q Sh- Northl-South vulnerable, as
30 Mob informant 3% R Pass 4 Sout , you hold:
31 Old political Pass 40 Pass ?
32 dgisimgrttllf?:é%b: What call would you make? A1060KQJ7530KQ104105
Iscounting even
35 Segment ? Created by Stella Zawistowski 6/14/25
37 Prepare for 3 Art Doco L Q 2 - North-South vulnerable, as SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
38 Very fast tempo designer AlWlL s =] AlFIE South, you hOld: 10 Pass 2% 26
40 Roll of turf ghzrég;hlce;r;e clu[1 [c@wv]|E R|E|w ?
41 Actress Salonga
s2'Surer "6 Stepped (on) IS Al AT iﬁi A1087960AQ976% Q1065  Whatcall would you make?
45 Compapny leader: exclamation PIRIA L
Abbr 8 Without any Als[PlE[C]T wlAlY NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST Q6 -East-West vulnerable, as South,
46 Lawyer’s jobs pattern NIEA L JNE] LICIE hold:
47 Gloomy 9 Spontaneous GlE[L GICIE Pass 10 ? you hold:
stasnsod | 10Comwas  [CIAlnlE apactore] | Whatelvould you make? AAT029A Q8740 KK I 107
51 Snide form of specifications L N | = Q
o mor 13 Chesem®e IB aluls]clAla[N[D[L]O]M BI (0 3- East-West vulnerable, as South,
Cambodia 13 Winter _toy Q:l i ; II:E)IE‘ (F;J E E Il_ (53 g you hold- NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
56 Ancient Greek 18 Jacuzzi stream 10 Pass 10 Pass
philosopher 22 Laughed loudly PR Q S TIE[N T RIE[S|T )
58 Try a sip of 24 Wooded areas  gauze mibune contont Agene. LLC “= | A108530J50AQ986%Q9 X Pass

25 Hay bundles
26 CBS forensic
drama

59 Wrestling surface
60 Stirring utensil
61 Rate of travel

34 Intel gatherer
36 Playfully shy

48 Purring pets
49 Right away:

What call would you make?

Partner opens 1D and right-hand

Look for answers on Monday.

(Bob Jones welcomes readers’

62 Organ with a 27 YouTube offering 39 Well preparet_:l Abbr.
pupil 28 Opera song 44*__ Street” (kids’ 50 Go up opponent passes. What call would
63 Busybody 29 After-tax show) 51 Location k 9
30 Steakhouse order 45 Woman'’s polite 52 Lots (of): 2 wds. yOU Make:
DOWN 31 Husband or wife bow 53 Coin hole
1 Notices 33 Stargazer’s 46 Packing box 54 Actress Suvari
2 Soft mineral device 47 Car’s fuel 57 Sunbeam Q 4- Both Vulnerable, as SOUth, you responses
hold: newspaper

AKQUKS50AQ10964%872

sent in care of this
or to Tribune Content

Agency, LLC., 16650 Westgrove

Dr., Suite 175, Addison, TX 75001.)
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System and how will
you address them?

If this question were
asked of me one year ago, I
would tell you that our big-
gest issue was finding a way
to keep our amazing teach-
ers, finding a way to give tax
relief to the citizens of Dub-
lin despite higher costs and
decreased funding. While
these continue to be factors,
I must acknowledge that the
biggest challenge is the lack
of trust in the leadership
of the Dublin City Schools.
For our community to have
a thriving school system,
the community must have
a sense of security that re-
sources are being managed
properly. The recent poor
financial decisions have had
catastrophic  consequenc-
es. As the board member I
have welcomed a thorough
investigation. I also feel it is
imperative that we identify

what checks and balances
were avoided and implement
preventative measures.

In watching this whole
process, it also became very
apparent to me that the rela-
tionship between the school
system and the city govern-
ment is in desperate need of
repair. When two members
of the same house fight and
work against each other ev-
eryone loses. We need part-
nership and collaboration.
Forced consolidation is not
the answer, and it doesn’t
have to be. As a community
we are strong and resilient,
and we know how to solve
problems. We are a com-
munity with a desire to see
every single child receive
an education and become
a productive citizen in our
community. That’s how we
stay strong as a communi-
ty. We work together. If I
am given the opportunity to
continue as a board member
that is exactly what I plan to
continue to do.

DAVIS

Continued from page 1

I'm willing to clean it up. 'm
not a rubber stamp for hor-
rific policies, or a cheerlead-
er. I am a proven leader, and
I will 'lead,’ not 'cheerlead.’

What are the biggest
issues facing the Dublin
City Schools and how
will you address them?

Survival. Dublin City
Schools is broke, and totally
at the mercy of the state of
Georgia for operating cash
to pay the light bill, diesel
bill for the buses, food bill
for the lunchrooms, and
paychecks for the teachers.
I would ask for (Superinten-
dent) Dr. (Fred) Williams
resignation and ask the
Georgia Department of Ed-
ucation and Georgia School
Board Association to con-
duct a thorough, statewide
search for a new superin-
tendent. I would also ask the
same for a new Chief Finan-
cial Officer. I would demand
that both positions be filled
by qualified, experienced,
proven professionals.

I would insist that bud-
gets be balanced without
raising the millage rate. We
cannot continue to punish
the citizens of Dublin for
the total incompetence of

this administration. I would
demand that financial au-
dits be completed within six
months of the conclusion of
the fiscal year, with no ex-
ceptions.

The main thing I would
do is 'lead,’ not 'cheerlead.’
My opponent has been a
rubber stamp and in com-
plete denial of financial re-
ality for her entire tenure on
the board. On every board I
have ever served on, I have
been an overseer and a pro-
tector of the taxpayer. I will
always speak up. Transpar-
ency has been completely
missing from this adminis-
tration.

I can and will be a watch-
dog and an advocate for
those who need my efforts
and proven experience most
— students, staff, teachers,
and the city taxpayers.

Please take three friends
and vote early for Jeff Davis
to restore sanity and a prov-
en successful leader to the
Dublin City Schools Board
of Education. Please pray
for our city and those most
affected by this historic, to-
tally preventable tragedy.

Editor's note: Since Da-
vis' response to these ques-
tions, Williams has retired
as school superintendent,
effective as of Friday, Oct. 3.

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Continued from page 1

Social Studies that I rarely
see at this age. She brings
history to life, and she does
it with compassion, fairness,
and joy. She is the model
of what excellent teaching
should look like.”

Colleague and former
Dublin City Schools teach-
er of the year Daryl O’Neal
said Washington is Dublin
through and through. She
pours her heart back into the
same community that raised
her, carrying the spirit of re-
silience and Irish pride into
everything she does. Her
classroom is a place where
history comes alive, where
students find their voices,
and where they learn that
they, too, can shape the fu-
ture. She represents the very
best of our city, our schools,
and our profession.”

Superintendent Fred
Williams celebrated the hon-
or on behalf of the district,
saying: “She represents the
heart of Dublin City Schools
— an educator who is com-
mitted to academic excel-
lence, equity, and the whole
child. We are proud that she
will represent us at the state
level, and we are confident
she will continue to shine as
an example of the power of
great teaching.”

Washington, who be-
gan her career in educa-
tion through AmeriCorps
and later as Dublin Middle
School’s Family Engage-
ment Coordinator, stepped
into the classroom in 2020
with what she calls “acci-
dental purpose.” Today,
she inspires her students to
“think like historians” and
helps them find their voices
through the study of history
and civic responsibility.

Rock Spriﬁgs Baptist Church
will be having
Homecoming @ 10:30am
celebrating 177 years of service

and fellowship
Sunday October 12, 2025

Music by Dwayne Hudson & Revival
Guest Speaker: Cody Carpenter

Pastor: Richard Wyatt

Covered Dish Luncheon to Follow
Everyone Invited - Nursery Provided

2075 Rock Springs Rd. - Dublin, GA

COUNTY SCHOOLS

Continued from page 1

an administrator on both
sides. Throughout my 20
years in the district, we
have always found a way
to come together and rally
around each other even in
our moments of adversity.
We have them. We aren’t
exempt from them. We
work through it and find
a way to come together to
be a true representation to
what it means to be family
as a Laurens County School
System.”

In the spring of 2020,
Hall was moved to the
board office to become as-
sociate superintendent.

“I was able to snatch
him back as I was able to
bring him back here,” Gar-
nto said. “We’ve had that
great working relationship
for many years. It has been
a good time together. It is
good to be able to pass this
torch on to someone who
has grown up in our school
system as a student as well

as an adult through their
career. I think the board
has made a sound decision
in letting Dr. Hall lead Lau-
rens County Schools.”

A few months ago, Garn-
to announced he was retir-
ing at the end of December.
Hall submitted his resume
and had two interviews be-
fore he was named the sole
finalist during a Sept. 18
called meeting.

“It was an intense pro-
cess,” Hall said. “But it was
a wonderful growth and
learning experience for
me.”
Because Hall has two
more months in his cur-
rent role before he starts
as superintendent, his su-
perintendent contract has
not been negotiated yet. He
commended the job Garnto
and the board has accom-
plished in the last five and
half years. Looking at the
academia, academic scores,
graduation rate, budget
and finances, “it is obvious
they have done a phenome-

nal job,” he said.

“The challenges are we
have two sides - the east
and west sides,” Hall said.
“We also have large schools
in West Middle and West
High, and we also have
small schools in East Mid-
dle and East High. When
you look at how school
funding works and what it
takes to offer certain class-
es, trying to create equity
and equality at all of our
schools does become a
challenge.”

And of course, Hall
knows all about it because
he has worked on both
sides of the river.

“I know what it feels
like,” Hall said. “That en-
courages me and motivates
me to work toward solu-
tions. I can assure you that
the heart has always been
in the right place of our
board. Sometimes there
are logistical situations or
school budgeting situa-
tions. I have worked with
the board, which is an ad-

vantage, along with know-
ing how it feels and looks
like as well.

“Both sides are special
places,” he added. “There
are great learning experi-
ences taking place along
with wonderful athletic and
extracurricular  activities
taking place in both plac-
es.”

Hall received a lot of
calls congratulating him
on his new assignment.
What he really appreciated
more than anything are the
prayers.

“Being a superintendent
is not an easy job, but it is
a job that is worth it,” Hall
said. “But you can’t do it
without faith and without
prayer. What made my
heart smile and what made
me feel good about moving
forward are the number
of people saying they are
praying for me and sup-
porting me. That is what
will get you through the
good and bad times.”

CITY CLERK

Continued from page 1

Wednesday’s called meet-
ing, and Jones informed
Powell that he approved of
Daniels' appointment as
the interim city clerk.

Councilman Bill Brown
thanked the staff for jump-
ing on this situation.

“I'm thankful to have
someone with the knowl-
edge and background of
Blake Daniels who is will-
ing to step into that role
and take the appointment,”
Brown said.

Councilwoman Sara
Kolbie listened to the oath
Daniels took, and took in
the words that were said.

“It really hit me hard for

what we are signing up for
when we come into these
roles,” Kolbie said. “We are
here at the trust of the pub-
lic. T cannot thank Blake
enough for stepping up to
the plate today. We are so
grateful for you stepping
u .”
Powell said he met with
department heads and dis-
cussed the responsibility
held by public servants.

“We need to be upfront
and transparent about what
we do, and also responsible
in what we do,” Powell said.

Commun
built b

“It’s a great burden that we
have all carried. I believe
God has placed us in the
roles that we are serving
now for whatever time that
is.”

Kight began the meeting
by saying Powell was noti-
fied by GBI Special Agent
Lindsey Wilkes Monday
that they were investigat-
ing Browning regarding the
financial issues in her work
as treasurer for the church.

“Mr. Powell immediate-
ly informed myself and the
city treasurer that that in-
vestigation was underway,
and immediately began re-
view of any risk to the city
just in case our clerk had
done anything improper
here,” Kight said.

A few hours later, Powell
was told that the GBI would
be seeking an arrest war-
rant on Browning related
to her actions at the church.
At that time, all access to
the building, computer sys-
tems and email system was
“terminated,” Kight said.
They spoke with Browning,
who went to city hall and
offered to resign.

“I suggested that was
the appropriate thing to
do,” Kight said. “She signed
a resignation on the spot,

and I accepted it on behalf
of the city.”

Before voting for an in-
terim city clerk, Kight went
over the controls the city of
Dublin has on the handling
of the city’s money.

“We are making sure
that the process we have
as a city protects the tax-
payers' money and protect
the services that we have,”
Kight said. “I have spent a
good bit of time with our
city manager and with our
city treasurer to review the
processes to see what we
have in place and make sure
that the public has trust in
our handling of our funds.”

He went over the ways
city employees have access
to the city’s money. After
going through all of that, Ki-
ght ensured the public that
Daniels was looking into
all transactions Browning
approved. The city council
will be informed when that
review is completed. Kight
added that Browning had
no access to the city’s bank
accounts, saying she was
not on any approved list for
doing so.

“I want the public to
understand the extensive
controls and protocols that
we have in place to protect

the public’s money,” Kight
said.

“I want to make sure
that everyone knows exact-
ly how seriously we take our
handling of the city’s mon-
ey. Everything that we've
seen so far is that our city
clerk had no access to bank-
ing accounts, no improper
reimbursement request, no
discrepancies were noticed
in any deposit transactions
related to cash and that
we have seen no improp-
er check requests come
through any of the depart-
ments that she had supervi-
sors over. It appears at this
point, that her actions were
to her church only.

“If we receive any infor-
mation different from that,
we'll make it public,” he
added.

Browning was also the
city’s election superinten-
dent. Powell said they have
been in contact with the
Laurens County Registrar’s
Office, which has already
been contracted to run the
city’s early voting.

“The only issue now is
on election day and who
will be serving in the role
of the election superinten-
dent,” Powell said. “We are
working with them on this.”
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