
ton, Dodge, Jefferson, Can-
dler, Emanuel, Pulaski, Tel-
fair and Toombs Counties). 
They offer five supervised 
visitation centers located 
throughout their service 
area.
 “At the heart of their 
CASA program is both the 
abuse and neglected chil-
dren that we serve,” How-
ard said. “Every one of our 
CASA volunteers, realize 
that a caring person can 
really make a difference in 
the life of a child. I want to 
say thank you to those who 
are CASA volunteer and for 
standing up for an abuse 

child. Thank you for show-
ing up month after month 
and court hearing after 
court hearing. Without you, 
we would not be here to be 
celebrating 30 years.”
 Larry Shiver shared 
words from Waters, who 
was unable to attend the 
ceremony. In the summer 
of 1993, children had been 
removed from their home 
and their case went to trial. 
Waters was a foster parents 
for these children.
 “With my own eyes, I had 
seen the damage that left to 
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Dublin's Morris Bank to merge with Pinnacle
 Morris Bank has an-
nounced that it will merge 
with Pinnacle Bank. 
 The holding companies 
for the two financial insti-
tutions, Pinnacle Financial 
Corporation and Morris 
State Bancshares Inc., re-
leased the plan on Nov. 
20. Together the two banks 
control about $3.8 billion 
in assets and operate 35 
branches across Georgia. 
The deal is expected to close 
next year. 
 "Our leadership teams 
have weathered all types of 
economic cycles, including 
the Great Financial Crisis, 
often conferring and callab-

orating along the way, which 
has strengthened both of 
our organizations," said 
Spence Mullis, president 
and CEO of Morris Bank in 
a statement announcing the 
merger. "I am truly excit-
ed to now to bring our two 
teams together under one 
new name and brand solidi-
fying our shared values and 
long-standing relationship. 
Together, we'll be a leading 
Georgia community bank 
the entire state can be proud 
to call its own." 
 Currently headquartered 
in downtown Dublin, Mor-
ris Bank has nine locations 
serving central and south-
eastern Georgia. Pinnacle 
has 26 branches in north-
east and eastern portions 

of the state, including loca-
tions in Athens and Augus-
ta. That company is based 
in Elberton, Georgia, a rural 
community along the South 
Carolina state line. 
 The new company, 
whose name and logo will 
be announced later, will be 
based in Elberton. The new 
bank will be helmed by Pin-
nacle CEO Jackson McCon-
nell, who will chair the new 
company's governing board. 
Pinnacle President David 
Voyles will be the new CEO. 
Morris Bank's Leonard 
Blount will be lead indepen-
dent director. Mullis will 
serve as president. 

By KYLE DOMINY
Staff Reporter

MORRIS BANK
Continued on page 14

Morris Bank says its merger with Pinnacle Financing will be finalized next year. Together, 
the banks will operate 35 locations across Georgia/KYLE DOMINY
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Firefighters lower a frozen turkey into a fryer, causing the cooking oil to overflow and ignite/PAYTON TOWNS III

Flame on! 
DFD shows
how not to 
fry a turkey

 Late Wednesday morning, two 
men prepared to lower a frozen tur-
key into a fryer of hot oil. Not long 
after the bird touched the liquid, 
it began to smoke before quickly 
bursting into bright orange flames.
 Thankfully, this was all done 
Wednesday morning as a demon-
stration of what not to do when it 
comes to frying a turkey, with the 
"cooks" dressed in full firefighter 
gear.
 Dublin Fire Chief Matthew Cut-
ler received a call from Elizabeth 
Green, marketing director at Fair-
view Park Hospital, asking if fire-
fighters could participate in this 
type of demonstration.
 “We see a lot of things come 
through, but we know that house 
fires are tripled during the holiday 
season,” Green said. “We thought 
it would be great to do a little bit of 
safety education. We know in the 
South, fried turkeys have become 
very popular, and you can very in-
nocently make some mistakes that 
could be life threatening and your 
life.” 
 Cutler said Green sent him some 
videos where other fire departments 
partnered with hospitals to do a 

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

demonstration around the Thanks-
giving and Christmas season. The 
Dublin Fire Department set up a 
turkey-frying scenario that goes 
wrong.
 “I love frying turkey,” Cutler 
said. “That’s the only way I ever 
want turkey. A lot of people are go-
ing to be frying turkeys this Thanks-
giving and potentially Christmas. 
We want to make sure they will be 
doing this the proper way.” 
 The first misstep by the firefight-
ers was not doing a water test, or 
bouncy test, of the turkey. Instead 
of putting oil in there, they should 
have started with water in the pot, 
then added the turkey and marked 
the full line.
 “That pot actually has a mini-
mum and maximum fill line,” Cut-
ler said. “We are well over the max-
imum line.” 
 The second wrong step was not 

thawing the turkey.
 “Before you fry a turkey, you 
should thaw it out,” Cutler said. 
“It’s like we didn’t plan for Thanks-
giving, and we just went to the store 
and we’re about to fry it. We’ve got 
a fully frozen turkey, and what we 
expect to happen once we get the oil 
in the red zone, there is going to be 
a reaction.” 
 That was an understatement. 
The firefighters donned their turn-
out gear and made sure to have their 
hose and fire extinguisher ready.  
“When the frozen juices on that tur-
key are immediately being convert-
ed into liquid,” Cutler said. “Water 
is heavier than oil, and oil floats on 
top of the water and the water goes 
to the bottom and it makes a vio-
lent reaction and the pot overflows. 
Once the grease overflows and it 
comes in contact with the flame, be-
cause we have it on top of a burner, 

and we will have a fire.”
 The only thing the firefighters 
did right was place the fryer in the 
middle of a field away from struc-
tures. It is advised not to fry a tur-
key, or anything else, on a back 
porch or in a garage.
 “Normally, when firefighters 
arrive to a fire like this, the whole 
porch or deck and other items are 
on fire,” Cutler said. “I would advise 
to talk with people who have pre-
viously fried a turkey before doing 
this for the first time.”
 When it comes to frying a tur-
key, people need to make sure it is 
thawed out first. They need to pat it 
dry so that there is no residual wa-
ter left on the outside of the bird.
 Place the fryer on a flat, non-com-
bustible surface at least 15 feet from 

 A major goal during the 
last four years has been to 
revitalize Dublin's parks, 
with the full renovations 
of Pritchett Street Park, 
Hilburn Park and Gary 
Johnson Park. The city 
has also worked at Riv-
erview Golf Course and 
completed the renovation 
of the Oconee Gym, with 
improvements around it. 
 Next up is Springdale 
Park.
 During Thursday's 
noon meeting, the council 
took a step forward to be-
gin work on Springdale by 
awarding the contract for 
improvements to Dublin 
Construction Co. This will 
be paid for from the 2024 
SPLOST account. 
 “Springdale Park is a 
very ambitious project,” 
said Dublin Mayor Joshua 
Kight. “It will take a little 
bit of time. It will have 
three different sections to 
it with a nature area in the 
back with a wetland trail 
and a fishing pond. In the 

Contract 
OK'd for 
Springdale 
Park project

CITY COUNCIL
Continued on page 14

 TLC CASA recently 
turned 30 years old. 
 The organization cele-
brated the occasion with a 
luncheonin the DuBose Por-
ter Center on the campus of 
Oconee Fall Line Technical 
College. 
 “We are here to celebrate 
three decades, thousand of 
stories and yet one mission,” 
said Jared Middleton, who 
welcomed everyone to the 
event. “When a movement 
starts, you don’t think about 
data and stats. It was just a 
group of people who wanted 
to help which is what makes 
Laurens County and the 
surrounding counties in the 
TLC area such a great place 
to live.” 
 Middleton said approxi-
mately 4,041 children have 
been served by TLC CASA 
during the last 30 years 

with more than 230 CASA 
volunteers appointed to ad-
vocate for the best interest 
for abused children.
 Sherri Howard, TLC 
CASA executive director, 
talked about the history of 
the organization. She said 
TLC CASA was made pos-
sible because of a foster 
parent Diana Waters who 
imagine the idea of starting 
a local program.
 “Thanks to the dedica-
tion and commitment of the 
small group of community 
volunteers that she helped 
pull together, the Laurens 
County  Court Appointed 
Special Advocates program 
was born,” Howard said. 
“Our first class was trained 
and sworn in by then Ju-
venile Judge Stan Smith in 
1995.”
 The need was seen for 
more CASA advocates, 

causing them to expand to 
other counties. Currently 
they serve abused and ne-
glected children in 15 coun-
ties in the Dublin, Middle 
and Oconee Judicial Circuit 
(Laurens, Bleckley, John-
son, Montgomery, Treutlen, 
Twiggs, Wheeler, Washing-

 A Dublin man is in se-
rious condition after his 
motorcycle was struck by 
a drunk driver Thursday 
night, the Georgia State 
Patrol said. 
 At around 9:45 p.m. 
state troopers responded 
to a two-vehicle crash at 
U.S. 441 and U.S. 80. A 
dark blue Harley David-
son motorcycle, driven by 
Woodfin Sprayberry, was 
struck by a Toyota Rav4, 
driven by Marissa Kinsey. 
Sprayberry was stopped at 
the red light when he was 
struck from behind by the 
Toyota, which failed to 
stop at the intersection. 
He sustained serious inju-
ries and was transported 
to Navicent Atrium hospi-
tal via AirEvac. 
 Kinsey was taken to 
Fairview Park Hospital by 
Laurens County emergen-
cy personnel. During the 
course of the investigation 
troopers determined that 
Kinsey was driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
 Northbound traffic on 
U.S. 441 was closed for 
about two hours.    

Motorcyclist 
seriously hurt 
in suspected 
DUI accident
STAFF REPORTS

FRYING TURKEYS
Continued on page 14

TLC CASA celebrates 
its 30th anniversary

State Rep. Matt Hatchett was a speaker during the 30th anniversary for TLC CASA/PAYTON 
TOWNS III

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

TLC CASA
Continued on page 14
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Thanksgiving Holiday Publishing 

Schedule for The Courier Herald

The Courier Herald office WILL CLOSE AT NOON ON 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH AND 

Thanksgiving Day and Friday Nov 28.

Happy Thanksgiving!

The Courier Herald will publish on Tuesday, Nov. 25, 

and a combined paper for Thursday, Nov 27, & Saturday, Nov 29.

Deadlines for the Thurs-Sat combo paper will be 

Tuesday Nov. 25th at 9 am

GAL 274

HudsonMarshall.com

800-841-9400 

258Acres in Laurens County 
O�ered Individually or Combinations

AUCTION

ONLINE BIDDING 

OPENS: Mon., November 24th @ 9:00 A.M.  
BEGINS CLOSING: Tues, Nov  25th @ 1:00 P.M.

See Website for Complete Terms of the Auction

Planted Pines, Recreation/Timber Property and Creeks 
Frontage on Hall Road and St. Mark Road

• Lot 1 - 70 Acres with 58 Acres Planted Loblolly
• Lot 2 - 70 Acres with 52 Acres Planted Loblolly
• Lot 3 - 74 Acres with 54 Acres Planted Loblolly
• Lot 4 - 44 Acres with 30 Acres Planted Loblolly

ONLINE

JOHNSON
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding

Bobcat Service • Lot Clearing

- INSURED -

Tree & Stump Removal

478-275-8003
Home

478-279-1709
Truck
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Melissa Williams

 Katie Mae Edenfi eld But-
ler, passed away peacefully 
on Nov. 19, 2025, in Dublin, 
Ga., at the age of 91. Born 
on Sept. 4, 1934, in Wayne 
County, Ga., Katie was a 
beacon of love and faith 
throughout her life, touch-
ing the hearts of all who 
knew her.

Katie was preceded in 
death by her devoted hus-
band of 61 years, Charles 
Vernon Butler; her loving 
parents, Calvin and Alma 
Edenfi eld; her siblings, LC, 
Louise, Margaret, Willow 
Dean, Edward "Bo" and 
Marlene Edenfi eld; and two 
daughters-in-law, Georgia 
Butler and Trisha Butler.

She leaves behind a lega-
cy of love and devotion, sur-
vived by her cherished chil-
dren, Patricia "Patty" Butler, 
Charles C. "Buddy" Butler 
(Karen), Forrest Butler and 
Jay Butler (Barbara); her 
grandchildren, Josh Wright 
(Casey), Katie Wright, Dan-
iel Butler (Brittney), Kyle 
Brookins (Josh), Amber 
Yascavage and Charles "CJ" 
Butler; along with her 10 
great-grandchildren, many 
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins, who will forever hold 
her memory in their hearts.

Katie's work ethic was as 
strong as her spirit. She ded-
icated 29 years of service to 
JP Stevens/Forstman & Co., 
where she retired. Her com-
mitment to her community 
was evident through her in-
volvement with the Ameri-
can Legion Post 17 Women's 
Auxiliary and her member-
ship at the former Spring-
dale Baptist Church. Katie's 
Christian faith was the cor-
nerstone of her life, guiding 
her actions and providing 
comfort and strength to her 
and those around her.

A woman of many tal-
ents, Katie's passion for gar-
dening and cooking brought 
joy to her family and friends. 
Her biscuits were legendary, 
and her thin layer chocolate 
cake was a cherished treat 
at family gatherings. Ka-
tie's grandchildren were the 
center of her world, and she 
poured her love into every 
moment spent with them.

Katie's life was a testa-
ment to the virtues of love, 
faith and selfl essness. Her 
unwavering support and 
nurturing nature were the 
foundation upon which her 
family thrived.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Monday, 
Nov. 24, 2025, in the Mary 
Whitaker Townsend Me-

Katie Mae Edenfield 
Butler

morial Chapel. Burial will 
follow at Dublin Memorial 
Gardens. Rev. Paul Wilkes 
will offi  ciate.

The family will receive 
friends from 10 a.m. until 
the service hour on Monday 
at Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home.

Pallbearers will be Josh 
Wright, Daniel Butler, Josh 
Brookins, CJ Butler, Cliff  
Butler and Rick Layfi eld.

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family asks that contribu-
tions in memory of Katie, 
be made to Gideon’s Inter-
national, PO box 27, Dublin, 
Georgia 31040.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com 
for service updates and to 
sign the online memorial 
register.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of 
the arrangements.

Curtis Buford Atkinson
 Curtis Buford Atkinson,  

78, of Eastman, Ga., died 
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2025.

 Funeral services will be 
held at 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
22, at Southerland Funeral 
Chapel, with interment in 
Cottondale Cemetery.

Timothy Derail Ashley

 Celebration of Life Ser-
vices for Mr. Timothy De-
rail Ashley will be held Sat-
urday, Nov. 22, 2025, at 11 
a.m. Location: New Vision 
Missionary Baptist Church 
951 Field Street – Dudley, 
Georgia. Pastor Horace Aus-
tin will serve as eulogist. In-
terment will follow at New 
Vision Memorial Gardens.

Timothy Derail Ashley 
was born Sept. 25, 1976, to 
Walter and Elaine Ashley 
of Montrose, Georgia. He 
graduated from West Lau-
rens High School, Class of 
1995.

He leaves to cherish his 
memories his parents, Wal-
ter and Elaine Ashley of 
Montrose, Georgia; one son, 
Jaelyn Wright of Tallahas-
see, Florida; one daughter, 

Leda Michal Bloodworth, 
87, of Eastman, Ga., died on 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2025.

 A celebration of life ser-
vice will be held at 10 a.m. 
Monday, Nov. 24, at St. 
Mark Catholic Church.

 Leda is survived by her 
daughter – Cynthia Hil-
liard (David); son – Ed-
ward Bloodworth (Victoria); 
grandchildren – Clayton, 
Jessie, Samuel, Jimmy and 
Paige; sisters – Margaret 
Michal and Marie Ferguson.

 The family will receive 
friends in St. Mark Catholic 
Church following the cel-
ebration of life service on 
Monday, Nov. 24.

Leda Michal 
Bloodworth

Pablo Santos
 It is with deep sorrow 

that we announce the pass-
ing of Mr. Pablo Santos, 42, 
a devoted husband, loving 
father and faithful servant 
of the Lord. Pablo lived his 
life with a hardworking spir-
it, always striving to provide 
for his family and give them 
the very best of himself. His 
dedication was matched 
only by the kindness he 
showed others and the gen-
tle strength he carried into 
every part of his life. Mr. 
Santos passed away Tues-
day, Nov. 18, 2025.

Pablo found joy in the 
simple, beautiful things—
quiet mornings on the water 
with a fi shing rod in hand, 
the peacefulness of nature, 
and the animals he loved 
so deeply. He could nev-
er get enough fresh fruit or 
ice-cold water, and he cher-
ished time spent with the 
people who mattered most. 
Whether gathered with fam-
ily or laughing with friends, 
Pablo’s presence brought 
warmth, generosity and an 

 Dianne Knight Bass, 78, 
of Cadwell, passed away on 
Nov. 19, 2025.

Mrs. Bass was born in 
Laurens County, Georgia 
on April 12, 1947, to the late 
Authur and Cora Coleman 
Knight. She was a home-
maker and loved fl owers and 
antiques. She was a member 
of the Jehovah’s Witness-
es Church and was a loving 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
sister and aunt.

In addition to her par-
ents, she is preceded in 
death by her sister-in-law, 
Mary Gail Knight.

Dianne is survived by her 
devoted husband of 57 years, 
Sonny Bass of Cadwell; her 
children, Sunny Dyes (Ste-
vie) of Dexter, Chris Bass 
(Amy) of Rentz, and Paige 
Floyd (Randy) of McRae; 
brothers, Gary Knight (Vic-
ki) and Waymon Knight; 
fi ve grandchildren and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Services for Mrs. Bass 
will be held at a later date.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com 
for service updates and to 
sign the online memorial 
register.

Dianne Knight Bass

 Funeral services for Mr. 
Robert Lee Tate, of Dub-
lin, Georgia, will be held on 
Sunday, Nov. 23, 2025, at 3 
p.m. at the C.D. Dudley Me-
morial Chapel at the Dud-
ley Funeral Home, 617 East 
Jackson Street in Dublin. 
Interment will follow in the 
Dudley Memorial Cemetery.

Robert Tate was born on 
Wednesday, June 26, 1968, 
to the late Silas Tate Sr. and 
Mary Tate. His life refl ected 
strength, loyalty, humor and 
quiet leadership.

He worked faithfully for 
Forstmann and Company 
and later YKK, known as de-
pendable, hardworking, and 
respected.

Robert loved grilling, 
storytelling, fi xing things, 
taking pride in his yard, and 
cheering for the Alabama 
Crimson Tide. His steady 
presence and humor left a 
lasting impact.

A protector, provider, and 
problem solver, his passing 
leaves a space that cannot be 
fi lled. His spirit will live on 
through the memories and 
love he shared.

He did not wear a cape 
but everyone knew he had 
one. He will be deeply 
missed and always remem-
bered. 

Robert Lee Tate, lovingly 
known as “Robe” and “Su-
perman,” passed away on 
Sunday, November 16, 2025, 
in Dublin, Georgia. He was 
preceded in death by broth-
ers Silas (Carol) Tate Jr. of 
Houston, Texas, John Lee 
Tate of Lower of Peachtree, 
Alabama, and Emma Tate of 
Lower Peachtree, Alabama.

He is survived by sisters, 
Linda (Ndyabagye) Kamu-
kama of Augusta, Geor-
gia, and Mary Louise Tate 
of Thomasville, Alabama, 
and brothers, Cleo Tate of 
Thomasville, Alabama, Bob-
by Tate of Lower Peachtree, 
Alabama, and Lester Frye of 
Mobile, Alabama. Though 
Georgia became home, he 
always carried his Alabama 
roots with him.

Robert married the love 
of his life, Latanya Coney 
Tate of Dublin, Georgia. He 
leaves behind daughters, 
Whitney Tate of Manning, 
South Carolina, and Myona 
Clemons of Eastman, Geor-
gia, bonus daughter, Quar-
ica Coney of Dublin, Geor-
gia, sons, Ke’Alex Tate and 

Robert Lee Tate

J’Quarius Tate of Dublin, 
Georgia, and grandchildren, 
Dream Footman, Darius 
Chatman Jr., Journee Oli-
ver, Light Ellis and Aubrey 
Clark, along with many rel-
atives and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin.

unmistakable light.
Those who knew him 

will remember him as a true 
giver — selfl ess, compas-
sionate and always ready 
to help anyone in need. As 
a husband, he was devot-
ed and tender. As a father, 
he was patient and proud. 
And above all, Pablo was a 
man who loved Jesus with 
his whole heart and was a 
member of Dexter Baptist 
Church. His faith shaped the 
way he lived and the way he 
loved.

Though our hearts are 
broken, we take comfort in 
knowing that Pablo is now 
whole, healed and in the 
arms of his Savior. His leg-
acy of love, faith and kind-
ness will live on in all who 
were blessed to know him.

Forever in our hearts, 
until we meet again.

Pablo leaves behind to 
cherish his memory, his 
wife, Lynda Santos; two 
sons, Jose Luis Santos and 
Pablo Santos Jr.; his moth-
er, Fransisca Santos; many 
brothers and sisters; his 
heart-child, Lynnox Hope 
Lake and his in-laws, Maria 
Sauceda, Gertrudis Sauceda 
and Paloma Sauceda.

Funeral services will be 
held at 3 p.m., Monday, Nov. 
24, 2025 at Dexter Baptist 
Church with Rev. Jeremiah 
Sluss and Moises Sanchez 
offi  ciating. Burial will follow 
at the Dexter Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

The family will receive 
friends from 2 p.m. until 
3 p.m., Monday at Dexter 
Baptist Church.

Pallbearers will be Matt 
Lake, Bennett Lake, Kea-
ton Lake, William Ramirez, 
Scott Johnson, Joel Sluss 
and Michael Mahalik.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com 
to sign the online memorial 
register.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of 
the arrangements.

Ty’Asia Ashley of Eastman, 
Georgia; one grandson, 
J’Lon Wright of Tallahassee, 
Florida; two sisters, Tan-
dra (Phillip) Jones of Fort 
Myers, Florida and Tami-
ka Hall of Dublin, Georgia; 
aunts, Eudell Sleighmon of 
Dublin, Georgia, Dr. Diane 
Moorman and Eva Carswell 
of Montrose, Georgia; un-
cles, Allen (Mary) Ashley, 
Garrick Edmond, Rev. El-
lis (Dorothy) Carswell all of 
Montrose, Georgia, Ronald 
(Sharon) Carswell of Snell-
ville, Georgia; and a host of 
beloved nieces, nephews, 
cousins, church family, 
friends and other relatives 
who will carry his memories 
with them always.

Public viewing was held 
Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, from 
10 p.m. - 6 p.m. at the funer-
al home.

Serenity Funeral Home 
– Dublin has charge of ar-
rangements.

 Curtis is survived by his 
wife – Cathy Nutt Atkin-
son; sons –Jason Atkinson 
(Dina) and Trey Atkinson; 
grandsons – Carter and 
Hunter; sisters-in-law and 
brothers-in-law – Janice 
Edge Atkinson Driggers 
(Eddie), William Michael 
Nutt, Michelle Urban and 
Pat Nutt.

 The family will receive 
friends in Southerland Fu-
neral Chapel from 2 p.m. - 3 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 22.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has 
charge of arrangements.                                         
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ATLANTA — An alleged 
international drug king 
pin from China accused of 
trafficking cocaine and fen-
tanyl in Atlanta using op-
erations based in Mexico 
was arraigned in a federal 
courthouse in Brooklyn 
Wednesday, where he was 
accused of a host of crimes 
that could land him in pris-
on for life.

Zhi Dong Zhang, 38, 
was extradited from Mex-
ico last month, where the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
accused him of working on 
behalf of major cartels.

“Zhang’s transnation-
al network was allegedly 
intricate, well-coordinat-
ed, and well-funded,” said 
Theodore S. Hertzberg, 
the U.S. Attorney for the 
Northern District of Geor-
gia.

U.S. Deputy Attorney 
General Todd W. Blanche 
said Zhang is accused of 
running a global enter-
prise that pumped “mas-
sive quantities” of cocaine, 
fentanyl and methamphet-
amine into American com-
munities, causing addic-
tion, violence and death.

The indictment against 
Zhang in Georgia accus-
es him of negotiating and 
coordinating delivery of 11 

kilograms of cocaine and 
one kilogram of fentanyl 
to Atlanta for distribution 
in 2022. It says he oversaw 
stash houses in Georgia 
and California where drug 
money was held before 
being deposited in banks, 
with 150 companies, 170 
bank accounts and about 
$20 million in proceeds in-
volved.

The indictment against 
Zhang in the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York traced 
seizures of 46 kilograms 
of cocaine, 58 kilograms 
of methamphetamine, and 
nearly 7 kilograms of fen-
tanyl to the organization he 
allegedly ran.

It says he laundered $77 
million through more than 
100 shell companies with 
bank accounts opened by 
recruits called “banque-
ros.” They were allegedly 
supervised from Mexico, 
where coordinators booked 
their travel and provided 
fake Social Security Num-
bers.

“This arrest represents 
a critical milestone in a 
long-running investigation 
into an alleged high-level 
narcotics trafficker with 
international reach,” said 
Robert J. Murphy, Special 
Agent in Charge in Atlanta 
for the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration.

OBITUARIES

Charles Earnest Hall

 Charles Earnest Hall, 85, 
of Kathleen, Ga., Tuesday, 
Nov. 18, 2025.

 Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 22, 2025, at Eastman 
First Baptist Church, with 
interment in Woodlawn 
Cemetery.

 He is survived by his 
wife – Jeanette Melvin Hall; 
sons – Randy Hall (Kimber-
ly) and Robert Hall (Rhon-
da); nine grandchildren; 
23 great-grandchildren; 
brother – Morris Hall (Syl-
via); and several nieces and 
nephews.

 The family will receive 
friends in Southerland Fu-
neral Chapel from 5 p.m. - 7 
p.m., Friday, Nov. 21.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has 
charge of arrangements.                                          Donald Lee “Don” Huff,  

78, of Eastman, Ga., died on 
Monday, Nov. 17, 2025.

 Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m., Friday, Nov. 
21, at Southerland Funeral 
Chapel, with interment in 
Giddens-Harrell Cemetery.

 He is survived by his wife 
– Annette Sheffield Huff; 
daughter – Debbie Huff; 
son – Robbie Huff; moth-
er – Thelma Lee Whigham 

Donald Lee "Don" Huff

 Funeral services for Mr. 
Tallie Freeman Daniel, of 
Atlanta, Georgia, will be 
held on Monday, Nov. 24, 
2025, at 1 p.m. at the Greater 
Macedonia Baptist Church, 
1824 Claxton Dairy Road in 
Dublin. Interment will fol-
low in the Dudley Memorial 
Cemetery.

Tallie Daniel was born 
on Monday, Nov. 27, 1944, 
in Dublin, Georgia, to the 
late Idellar Brown Dan-
iel and Jessie Daniel. Tal-
lie was more than a son of 
Laurens County — he was 
the heart of his family, a pil-
lar of strength and a man 
whose presence made life 
feel safe and steady. After 
completing his education in 
the Laurens County Public 
School System, he bravely 
answered the call to serve 
his country. In 1964, he en-
listed in the United States 
Air Force, beginning a re-
markable 26-year journey of 
dedication and sacrifice. He 
rose to the esteemed rank of 
Master Sergeant and retired 
with honor from Robins 
Air Force Base. Those who 
served with him knew him 
as dependable, hardworking 
and deeply committed — but 
to his family, he was a hero 
long before the uniform.

Tallie shared 38 beautiful 
years of marriage with his 
loving wife, Mrs. Rebecca 
Daniel. Their bond was one 
of mutual respect, laugh-
ter and unwavering love. 
Together they built a home 
where faith, family and to-
getherness were the founda-
tion. He was her rock, and 
she was his constant — a 
partnership that inspired 
everyone who witnessed it.

On Thursday, Nov. 13, 
2025, surrounded by love, 
he peacefully entered eter-
nal rest. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Idel-
lar and Jessie Daniel, and 
his dear sister, Lillie Mae 
Corbett — all of whom wel-
comed him home with lov-
ing arms.

Tallie’s greatest pride 
and joy were his children, 
each of whom carried a piece 
of his heart: Natasha Daniel, 
Jerone Daniel (Claudia Dan-
iel), Tyrone Daniel and Des-
tiny Daniel. He was blessed 
with 14 grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren, 
who adored him and lit up 
his world. To them, he was 
“papa, grandad” gentle, fun-
ny, loving and always happy 
to share a story, a smile or a 
word of encouragement.

Tallie was deeply loved by 
a large circle of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and extended 
family, all of whom admired 
his steady spirit, kind heart, 
and quiet strength. He nev-
er met a stranger, and if he 
loved you, you felt it - in his 
actions, in his words, and in 
the way he showed up for 
the people he cared about.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin.

Tallie Freeman Daniel

 Ms. Thelma Pauldo of 
Dublin, Georgia passed 
away on Wednesday, Nov. 
19, 2025. Funeral arrange-
ments are incomplete at this 
time.

www.ServicesByDudley.
com.

Thelma Pauldo

Huff; sister – Gail Tarpley; 
brother – Chris Huff (San-
dy); brother-in-law – Deron 
Brown; and several nieces 
and nephews.

 The family will receive 
friends in Southerland Fu-
neral Chapel from 5 p.m. - 7 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 20.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home   of Eastman has 
charge of arrangements.                                         

De'vauoris Lewis

 Funeral services for Mr. 
De’vauoris Lewis of Dub-
lin, Georgia, will be held on 
Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, at 2 
p.m. at the Church of Jesus, 
1265 US Hwy 319 North in 
East Dublin. Bishop H. B. 
Turnley Jr. will deliver the 
eulogy. Interment will fol-
low in the Church of Jesus 
Cemetery.

Mr. De’vauoris Lew-
is was born Dec. 17, 2007, 
to the parentage of Feli-
ca Lewis and Lavinskine 
Floyd. He was preceded in 
death by his grandmother, 
Mamie Mason and Teleah 
Floyd; great-grandmother, 
Tressie Mae Lewis; brother, 
Logan Floyd’ aunts, Ange-
la Linder, Kwanna Floyd, 
Janice Coley; uncles, Elroy 
Floyd and Patrick Lewis.

De’vauoris Lewis affec-
tionately called Debo was 
loved by many. He loved 
to dance and rap. He had a 
smile that would brighten 
your day. He was tragically 
taken away from us at the 
age of 17 years old.

He departed this life on 
Nov. 9, 2025.

De’vauoris leaves to 
cherish his memories to his 
mother, Felicia Lewis; fa-
ther, Lavinskine (Sherlissa) 
Floyd; grandfather, Elroy 
Rozier; great grandmother, 
Annie Floyd; brothers, 
Jmarcus Ny’lege, Kobi, Day-
ton, Hunter, Major, Lagen, 
Chance; sisters, Quanasia, 
Unique, Khalil, Zoey, Lau-
ryn; niece, Ja’nahvi Lewis, 
J’Viyon Wilbur; aunties, 
Juli Lewis, Marquita Floyd; 
uncles, Roderick (Latoya) 
Lewis, Jerome Mason, 
Tevin Tobridge, Chorrey 
Wells, Rashad Wells; spe-
cial and loving aunt, Car-
olyn O’Neal and a host of 
other relatives and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin.

 A celebration of life for 
Mr. John Clifton Conaway, 
of Glenwood, Georgia, will 
be held at the Saint Paul 
AME Church, 7th Ave., 
Glenwood, Georgia, on Fri-
day, Nov. 21, 2025, at 2 p.m. 

Born on Friday, Feb. 20, 
1959, in Glenwood, Geor-
gia, John was the son of the 
late Jim and Jessie Mae To-
bler Conaway. He graduated 
from Wheeler County High 
School in 1978 and enlisted 
in the United States Army 
where he served eight years 
and obtained the rank of 
Seargent. He was stationed 
at several domestic U.S. 
posts as well as two tours 
of duty in Germany. After 
leaving the Army, John be-
gan his truck driving career 
with J.B.  Hunt and retired 
after 25 years with Walmart 
Transportation.

John’s greatest accom-
plishment and pride was his 
family. He had a heart for 
children and deeply loved 
his children, grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews. 
He reveled in their accom-
plishments and cherished 
the moments he shared with 
them. John was a giant in 
their eyes. Losing John is 
immense, but his impact on 
them is immeasurable.

John was preceded in 
death by his parents, Jim 
and Jessie Conaway and 
his beloved son, Donte 
Conaway. He is survived by 
his wife, Phyllis Conaway, 
his children, Courtney 
Stanley,  Shane Stanley, 
Charmane Conaway and 
Michael Powell, his thir-
teen grandchildren, and 
one great grandchild. He is 
also survived by his seven 
siblings, Mazell (Wallace) 
Spencer, Maxine (Marvin) 
Hall, James (Eva) Conaway, 
Johnnie Mae Conaway, Ser-
ita Conaway, Teresa Riggins 

John Clifton Conaway

and Clara Conaway, his sis-
ters-in-law, Polly Mackey, 
Ameda Walls and brother-
in-law, Billy (Lula) Bess and 
a host of nieces, nephews 
and other relatives.

Mr. John Clifton 
Conaway completed his 
earthly journey on Sunday, 
Nov. 16, 2025, after an ex-
tended illness. His unwaver-
ing faith in God ensures that 
he is now resting in the pres-
ence of his Heavenly Father. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions can 
be made to Saint Paul AME 
Church, John C. Conaway 
Scholarship Fund.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin.

Patricia Ann Page 
Porter

 Funeral services for Pa-
tricia Ann Page Porter, 85, 
will be held at 11 a.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 24, 2025, in the 
Chan Stanley Memorial 
Chapel with interment to 
follow at Dublin Memorial 
Gardens. Rev. Tommy Veal 
will officiate.

Mrs. Porter was born 
April 10, 1940, in Harri-
son, Georgia. She was the 
daughter of the late John-
nie D. Page Sr. and Mabel 
Page Glaze. She was also 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Bennie Porter Sr.; 
two sisters Frances Harrell 
and Joyce Morris; and two 
brothers, Johnnie D. Page 
Jr., and William Page. Mrs. 
Porter passed away Thurs-
day, Nov. 20, 2025 at Wash-
ington County Extended 
Care in Sandersville. 

Mrs. Porter is survived 
by her two sons, Jeffrey 
Porter of Dublin and Ben-
nie Charles Porter Jr. of 
East Dublin; three daugh-
ters, Amelia Fordham of 
East Dublin, Tanya Tarpley 
of Dublin, and Angel Kel-
ly of Dublin,  two sisters, 
Carolyn Reilly of Winder 
and Sara Hall of Atlanta; 
15 grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. 

Visitation will be held on 
Sunday, Nov. 23, 2025, from 
4 p.m. until 6 p.m. at Stanley 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tory in Dublin, Ga. 

 Pallbearers will be Evan 
Portwood, Jay Mimbs, Jim-
my Garner, Kyle Porter, Bo 
Wynn and Glenn Fordham.

The family will receive 
guests at the home of Angel 
Kelly, located at 219 Hun-
tington Drive, Dublin, GA, 
31021.  

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the 
Online Register Book please 
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com.

Feds nab Chinese 
citizen accused in 
drug operation
By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service
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Raking pine straw and other things to be thankful for
  I’ve shook out my fair share of bales of pine straw. 
Shook out? Shaken? Let’s go with spread. I’ve spread 

out my fair share of bales of pine straw, especially at this 
time of year. 

With the onset of the holiday season, many people 
spruce up their front yards to impress the neighbors and 
family members they don’t like. Nothing tells your spouse’s 
family “I’m doing pretty good for myself these days. Who’s 
the loser now?” like paying someone to clean up the flow-
er beds. For many years this subdivision vanity lined my 
pockets with cash just in time for Christmas. 

Of course, as a young man, while working in other peo-
ple’s yards, I daydreamed about having my own house and 
the disposable income to pay someone to labor for me. Such 
is the ignorance of youth. Now that I’ve learned a thing 
or two about life, I miss those days, and, sometimes, that 
line of work, though my back may feel otherwise. Though 
it can’t be worse than being hunched over a keyboard at a 
desk in my windowless dungeon day after day.

Sweat equity means to improve the value of your prop-
erty by the work of your own two hands, and I try to relive 
my glorious manual labor days with projects around my 
own home. Now instead of wishing I could afford to hire 

someone to do it for me, I relish a long to-do list and am 
thankful I’m healthy enough to tackle it and have people 
to call on if I need assistance (Dad, I could use some help 

fixing a shower when you can spare a couple of hours). Yes, 
this comes with occasional frustrations and sometimes a 
minor injury or two, even a torrent of words you can’t, or at 
least shouldn’t, say in church. 

Once a year I even get to shake out, or rather spread, 
pine straw again. There are enough pine trees around the 
house that I don’t have to buy straw, another thing I’m 
thankful for. A few minutes with the rake and I have more 
than enough to give my home a little holiday curb appeal, 
though no one can see it but my family and deer that cross 
my front yard each night. Living in the woods is something 
to be thankful for. Having a family to live in the woods with 
ranks high on the thankful list, way above the deer, which 
I could take or leave. Big rats are all they are, and I hope 
many Thanksgiving tables are set with venison. 

I pile my pine straw on a big tarp and drag it around the 
property. My back is still a little sore, and I’m thankful for 
that, too. A little pain is a good reminder that I’m still alive. 

Wherever you find yourself, I hope it is a home, big 
or small, full of family, and maybe some fresh pine straw 
across the front, even if just for yourself. 

Happy Thanksgiving. 

Now tryptophan free!

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY

Are the Ten Command-
ments really obsolete?

Are these guidelines for 
living still relevant?

Are these divine prin-
ciples out-of-date for our 
modern, face-paced world?

Have these rules been re-
scinded or cancelled?

Have they been super-
seded by man's standards?

This chaplain hap-
pens to be old-fashioned 
enough to believe that the 
Ten Commandments, these 
time-tested standards of 
right living given to man 
by God Almighty through 
Moses a few thousand years 
ago, are still relevant for you 
and me and for all mankind. 
They are recorded in Exo-
dus 20:1-17. Here they are. 

1. You shall have no oth-
er Gods before me (love the 
only true God).

2. You shall not make 
yourself an idol (worship 
God in spirit and truth).

3. You shall not misuse 
the name of the Lord your 
God (reverence God's name 

and its use).
4. Remember the Sab-

bath day by keeping it holy 
(honor every day as God's 
special day).

5. Honor your father and 
your mother (honor the 
ones who gave us life)

6. You shall not murder 
(honor the sacredness of 
life).

7. You shall not commit 
adultery (honor the mar-
riage relationship).

8. You shall not steal (re-
spect the person and prop-
erty of others).

9. You shall not give false 

testimony (be a person of 
truth).

10. You shall not cov-
et (be content and grateful 
with what you have).

Man in unable to im-
prove upon these God-
taught and time-tested mor-
al standards for right living. 
They were given for our 
good so that we might avoid 
needless trouble, heartache 
and disaster. They will al-
ways exceed our grasp, but 
we must make the attempt 
to live by them. God help us. 

Peace!

The Ten Commandments

By JACK
BROWN

DIVA ON A DIME

Easy (and cheap) Thanksgiving sides

Thanksgiving has some-
how earned a reputation 
as the culinary Olympics 
-- all pressure, no podium 
and plenty of sweating. Ev-
ery year, home cooks ev-
erywhere find themselves 
elbow-deep in peeling, 
chopping and timing six 
different dishes to finish at 
exactly the same moment, 
as though Gordon Ramsay 
is about to burst through 
the door with a camera 
crew and a stopwatch. Let's 
release ourselves from that, 
shall we?

You don't have to spend 
a paycheck on side dishes. 
You don't have to spend 
three days prepping. And 
you absolutely don't need a 
sous-chef to pull off a beau-
tiful, abundant Thanksgiv-
ing table.

What you do need is a 
handful of sides that are 
inexpensive, unfussy and 
wonderfully reliable -- the 
kind that come together 
quickly, don't require fancy 
ingredients, yet still make 
everyone at the table feel 
cared for.

This year, consider this 
your pre-holiday pep talk 
from me: Keep it simple, 
keep it affordable and let 
your sides work smarter, 
not harder.

We're leaning on some 
frozen vegetables that are 
budget friendly, with min-
imal prep and oven temps 
that play nicely together. 
In fact, all three roasted 
vegetable sides below cook 
at the same temperature 
and for the same amount of 
time. 

If you're hosting a small 
gathering, you can roast 1 
pound of each recipe (half) 
all together on one sheet 
pan, giving you three col-

orful, delicious sides for the 
time and effort of one.

HONEY GLAZED 

CARROTS 

Yield: 6-8 servings
Total Time: 35 mins.

2 pounds carrots
1/4 cup honey or brown 

sugar
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 tablespoons melted 

butter
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 1/2 teaspoons cinna-

mon
1/2 teaspoon ground 

ginger
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper

Preheat oven to 425 F. 
Line a baking sheet with 
foil or parchment. Slice 
carrots on a diagonal into 
1/2-inch pieces. In a mixing 
bowl, stir together honey, 
garlic, butter, oil and spices 
and toss the carrots to coat. 
Spread on a sheet pan; 
roast 20 minutes, tossing 
halfway. Serve warm.

To make Honey Glazed 
Cauliflower, substitute 
2 pounds of frozen and 
thawed cauliflower for the 
carrots in the recipe (or 
fresh cauliflower cut into 
small florets and blanched).

ROASTED GARLIC 

GREEN BEANS

Yield: 6-8 servings
Total Time: 25 mins.

2 pounds frozen green 
beans, thawed and well-
drained

1/4 cup olive oil
2 cloves garlic, minced
Salt and pepper, to taste

Heat oven to 425 F and 
line a sheet pan with parch-
ment. In a large bowl, toss 
the green beans with olive 
oil, garlic, salt and pepper. 

Spread in a single layer and 
roast 15-20 minutes, un-
til tender-crisp and lightly 
golden around the edges. 
Taste and adjust seasoning. 
Serve warm.

One more! Garlic Sau-
teed Spinach transforms 
bundles of fresh spinach 
into an easy, healthy, fla-
vorful side dish in just 10 
minutes.

GARLIC SAUTEED 

SPINACH

Yield: 4 servings
Total Time: 10 mins.

1 (12 to 16 ounce) bag 
fresh spinach

2 tablespoons olive oil
3 garlic cloves, minced
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper

Heat oil in a large skil-
let over medium-high. Add 
garlic and saute for 30 sec-
onds -- don't let it brown. 
Add all the spinach at once. 
Toss with tongs to coat in 
garlic and oil. Cover for 1 
minute to steam, stir, re-
peat until wilted, about 5 
minutes. Season and serve 
immediately.

Thanksgiving isn't a per-
formance; it's a gathering. 
Simplify where you can. Let 
these budget-friendly sides 
lighten your load. Go forth 
and feast. You've got this.

Lifestyle expert Patti Di-
amond is the penny-pinch-
ing, party-planning, reci-
pe developer and content 
creator of the website Di-
vas On A Dime -- Where 
Frugal, Meets Fabulous! 
Visit Patti at www.diva-
sonadime.com and join the 
conversation on Facebook 
at DivasOnADimeDotCom. 
Email Patti at divapatti@
divasonadime.com

By PATTI DIAMOND
King Feautes
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 MOUNTAIN VIEW, Cal-
ifornia – Commure, a lead-
ing healthcare technology 
company, today announced 
a partnership with Hugh-
ston Clinic, one of the na-
tion’s largest private ortho-
pedic groups. Hughston will 
roll out Commure’s com-
prehensive AI platform, in-
cluding RCM, Ambient AI, 
and AI Agents, to stream-
line patient access, improve 
clinical documentation, and 
strengthen revenue perfor-
mance across its network.

Hughston Clinic will 
leverage Commure’s en-
terprise technology to 
streamline patient access 
and throughput, enhance 
clinical documentation, 
and optimize revenue per-
formance. By integrat-
ing across Athenahealth, 
Medhost, and Surgical In-
formation Systems (SIS), 
the deployment highlights 
Commure’s interoperable 
infrastructure that unifi es 
data and workfl ows across 
diverse EHR environments.

“This partnership posi-
tions Hughston Clinic at the 
forefront of technology-en-
abled orthopedic care,” said 
Mark Baker, Chief Executive 
Offi  cer of Hughston Clinic. 
“Commure’s platform al-
lows us to integrate intelli-
gent automation into every 
facet of our operations to 
redefi ne effi  ciency, patient 
engagement, and physician 
satisfaction across our en-
tire network.”

Commure’s end-to-end 
RCM platform will power 
intelligent Agents for pri-
or authorization, patient 
check-in and check-out, 
and follow-up coordination. 
Ambient AI clinical docu-

mentation will further re-
duce the administrative bur-
den and enable clinicians to 
focus more fully on patient 
care. Intelligent nudges 
will enrich documentation 
and surface real-time in-
sights that support clinical 
decision-making, improve 
quality scores, and drive 
downstream revenue opti-
mization. 

“Hughston Clinic’s for-
ward-thinking approach 
and commitment to clinical 
excellence make them an 

ideal partner,” said Tanay 
Tandon, Chief Executive 
Offi  cer of Commure. “To-
gether, we’re proving what’s 
possible when technology 
serves as an extension of the 
care team.”

With this deployment, 
Hughston Clinic will become 
one of the fi rst large-scale 
orthopedic groups in the 
nation to integrate AI-driv-
en workfl ows across both 
clinical and revenue oper-
ations. The collaboration 
underscores Commure’s 

leadership in developing 
scalable, EHR-agnostic in-
frastructure that empowers 
providers to deliver excep-
tional care with greater effi  -
ciency, accuracy, and fi nan-
cial strength.

Dublin Police 
Department

 - Xavier Patrick Zaequan 
Strachan, 26, was charged 
with theft by shoplifting 
and giving false name, ad-
dress or birthdate to law en-
forcement at Dollar General 
on South Jeff erson Street 
around 4:52 p.m. on Oct. 17.

 Police responded to the 
location in reference to a 
shoplifting. An offi  cer talk-
ed with an employee who 
said Strachan entered the 
store and grabbed a box of 
Dove Mens Care shampoo 
and left the store. The em-
ployee followed the man 
and asked him to give back 
the items. He threw the box 
at her and ran towards the 
traffi  c light before turning 
right and running down 
Martin Luther King Jr. Bou-
levard.

 Offi  cers reviewed the 
camera footage from the 
store and saw what hap-
pened. The total amount 
of the product taken was 
$74.52. Another offi  cer 

made contact with Strachan 
on East Gaines Street. He 
gave a name of Xeaviar Da-
vis. Later, he gave his name 
as Xavier Cochran. Both 
were wrong. He then gave 
his real name. Strachan was 
transported to the sheriff ’s 
offi  ce detention center. 

 - On Oct. 17, around 4:37 
p.m., an offi  cer responded 
to Telfair Street in response 
to a shoplifting at Zmart 2.

 An offi  cer met with an 
employee who said a man 
wearing a blue shirt took 
candy worth $5.44 and a 
$25 hat. The man was sit-
ting at a slot machine in the 
back of the store.

 The man told the offi  -
cer that he had paid for the 
items and the employee 
stepped up and said he had 
not. The man, later identi-
fi ed as Kenneth Lyndsey, 
44, began to yell and cuss.

 Lyndsey was arrested. 
During a search, four pocket 
knifes and a crack pipe were 
found. He also made threats 
while being arrested. The 

man was charged with theft 
by shoplifting, obstruction 
of law enforcement offi  cers 
and possession and use of 
drug-related objects.

 - Jocelyn Rachel D. Car-
ter, 34, was charged with 
criminal trespass around 
9:15 a.m. on Oct. 17.

 Offi  cers responded to a 
report of a broken window 
and $20 being stolen. An 
investigation led to Carter’s 
arrest.

 - On Oct. 18, around 
3:30 p.m., an offi  cer saw a 
seat belt violation at the in-
tersection of North Jeff er-
son Street and High Street 
and made a traffi  c stop on a 
white Nissan Rogue.

 The offi  cer contacted the 
driver and told him the rea-

son for the stop. The man, 
who was identifi ed as Mic-
kell Carter, told the offi  cer 
that his license was sus-
pended for child support. 
The offi  cer received word 
from dispatch that Carter’s 
license was suspended due 
to child support obligation 
and failure to appear.

 Carter was transported 
to the police department 
where he was fi ngerprinted 
for the violation of driving 
while license suspended 
and cited for seat belt viola-
tion.  

Laurens County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce

 - A deputy attempted to 
make a traffi  c stop on a sil-
ver Nissan for a traffi  c vio-

lation who was going 83 in a 
55 mph zone on Springhav-
en Road.

 - Around 8 a.m. on Nov. 
3, a deputy met with a man 
in reference to a theft that 
happened at Black Bird 
Lane in East Dublin.

 - A deputy met with a 
man in reference to identi-
ty fraud that happened on 
Buckeye Road between Jan. 
1, 2022, and Oct. 31, 2025.

 - A deputy investigated 
a trespass that happened 
on Roundtree Drive around 
10:37 a.m. on Nov. 4.

 - On Oct. 31, a depu-
ty met with a complainant 
about his money order that 
was stolen from an offi  ce on 
Bellevue Avenue.

 - A theft occurred on 
New Buckeye Road between 
Aug. 15 and Oct. 25.

 - A deputy responded to 

a burglary in progress on 
Holiday Road around 9:41 
a.m. on Oct. 30.

 - A vehicle was stolen on 
Clayhill Road around 8 a.m. 
on Nov. 3.

 Editor's note: This infor-
mation is public record and 
was taken from reports 
of local law enforcement 
agencies. These reports do 
not refl ect guilt or inno-
cence. An "arrest" does not 
always indicate incarcera-
tion. Readers are cautioned 
that people may have simi-
lar names. Police Beat does 
not identify minor children, 
victims of sexual assault, 
suicide attempts or medical 
conditions. Cases dismissed 
do not appear if the news-
paper is notifi ed before 
deadline.

POLICE BEAT...

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD

Hughston Clinic partners with Commure
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 It is a good thing that 
Georgia is not engaged with 
a tough Southeastern Con-
ference football encounter 
this weekend.  It would be 
difficult for the coaching 
staff to get the team focused, 
following the euphoria that 
came with the spanking of 
Texas, 35-10, last Saturday.
 Tennessee’s Robert Ney-
land, who perhaps had the 
greatest influence on college 
football in the 20th centu-
ry—certainly that was the 
view of Texas’s coach Dar-
rell Royal—was the master 
scheduler of all time.  Ney-
land never scheduled two 
tough games back-to-back.
 It was his opinion that 
you can’t get your team up 
for a peak performance 
more than once, perhaps 
twice, in a season.  Wonder 
what he would say about 
the game today when in the 
SEC you are challenged to 
get your team ready every 
weekend.  With Neyland, 
tough games should be fol-
lowed by a weak sister op-
ponent.
 If you assess Nick Sa-
ban’s career at Alabama, 
he won a lot of games with 
superior talent.  That is why 
he gave such great empha-
sis to recruiting, bringing 
to his campus a roster of 
exceptional depth.  You are 
likely to have an off day in 
the course of a long season.  
Saban could beat you when 

his teams had an off day by 
having more talent.  The 
advent of the portal sure-
ly hastened his departure 
from the coaching ranks.
 As the week began, I re-
called the 1976 game be-
tween the hedges with Ala-
bama.  As it was with Texas, 
Georgia dominated the 
game from the start, win-
ning 21-0.
 The chapel bell rang past 
midnight.  The students 
not only partied ’round the 
clock, but classes were also 
canceled on Monday.  Many 
on Tuesday, too. Traffic on 
Milledge Avenue came to 
a stop.  In my recollection, 
there was never a campus 
celebration to match that.  
 All of that was fun for 
Vince Dooley.  Shutting out 
Bear Bryant was almost un-
heard of in that era.  Being 
an Auburn graduate, the cir-
cumstances had to bemuse 
Dooley; but they also wor-

ried him.
 He enjoyed the celebra-
tion but knew that it would 
be difficult to get his team’s 
attention for the next game, 
which was with Ole Miss in 
Oxford.  In those days—for 
games in Oxford—the Bull-
dogs bussed to the Atlanta 
Airport, flew to Memphis, 
and then bussed to a hotel 
near the Ole Miss campus, 
usually Tupelo.  Then they 
bussed to the game on Sat-
urday.  It was an exhausting 
travel routine.
 Ole Miss had record of 
3-2 at that point but would 
finish 5-6 while Georgia 
went on the win the SEC 
championship.  The Bull-
dogs lost to Ole Miss, 21-17.   
The bus ride to Memphis, 
the flight to Atlanta, and the 
bus trip to Athens made that 
one of the most forgettable 
weekends in Georgia foot-
ball history.
 The victory over Texas, 

the centerpiece of the melo-
dramatic weekend, has got-
ten the most attention for a 
Georgia game in some time.  
A win over a quality oppo-
nent that fielded some very 
talented players linked with 
a program, which has over-
the-top tradition and image, 
added to the aurora that 
Athens awakened to Sunday 
morning.
 The national media just 
couldn’t get enough of the 
way Georgia managed vic-
tory, highlighted by the 
onsides kick—because it 
worked.  Kirby was the first 
to note how likely he would 

have been castigated if it 
had not gone his way.
 On the field at the end 
of the game as victory was 
secure, his mother, Sharon, 
said, “What would Sonny 
Smart [Kirby’s late father] 
say about that?  ‘Son, have 
you lost your mind?’”
 The Bulldog coach is far 
from a riverboat gambler, 
but with seasoning, he has a 
feel for the timing to pull off 
such a caper that has been 
the talk of the state this 
week.
 Calm and measured on 
the sideline, kicker Pey-
ton Woodring was basking 

in the glory that permeat-
ed Dooley Field Saturday 
night.  He was as relaxed as 
he could be leading up to his 
performance, which will go 
down in Bulldog history as 
one of the biggest plays ever 
between the hedges.
 He had his poker face 
on; he was prudent and pur-
poseful.  He had practiced 
the kick all week.  He was up 
for the memorable moment.  
We should bronze his shoe.
 And while we are at it, 
maybe we should bronze 
this haunting and momen-
tous weekend.

By LORAN
SMITH

Onside glory, and an unforgettable weekend in Athens...

SCOREBOARD

GIRLS HOOPS 
Thursday

Trinity 71, Fullington 16

BOYS HOOPS
Thursday

CCA 70, Trinity 48

FOOTBALL 
Friday

Brooks Co. at Johnson Co.
Fitzgerald at Dublin

Oconee Co. at West Laurens
Warren Co. at Wheeler Co.
Bleckley Co. at Worth Co.

/7:30 p.m.

Saturday 
GIAA Final (at Mercer)

Brentwood vs. 
Southwest Georgia/3 p.m.

BASKETBALL
Friday

Trinity (girls) vs. CCA
/6:30 p.m.

Trinity (boys) at Fullington
/8 p.m.

Saturday
WL (girls) at Vidalia/5 p.m.
WL (boys) vs. Toombs Co. 
(at Jeff Davis)/11:30 a.m.

Monday
WL (boys) vs. Bacon Co.
(at Jeff Davis)/2:30 p.m.

Westfield at Trinity/6 p.m.

Tuesday
WL (girls) vs. Screven Co.

/4 p.m.
Piedmont at Trinity (girls)

/5:30 p.m.

PREP
SCHEDULE

CONTACT US:
Email sports information to 
tchsports77@gmail.com, or 
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 403

 Trinity's girls basketball 
team continued its season, 
while its boys tipped theirs 
off, with games this past 
Tuesday and Thursday. 
 The Lady Crusaders split 
a pair of games, suffering 
their first loss on Tuesday 
as they fell to Stratford, 61-
42. But they would rebound 
with a huge 71-16 win over 
Fullington on Thursday in 
the Wonder Five Centennial 
Tipoff.
 The boys also played their 
first game of the year in the 
same tournament, and fell 
70-48 to Citizens Christian. 
 Stratford traveled to Trin-
ity on Tuesday in a girls-only 
game, with most of its boys 
hoops team still gearing up 
to play in the state football 
championship on Saturday. 
The Eaglettes, who went 
23-3 last season, used a huge 
third quarter to break open 
a close game and run away 
with the win.
 It was back-and-forth 
early on as Trinity trailed 15-
13 after a quarter. Stratford 
would outscore the Lady 
Crusaders 17-11 in the sec-
ond, but the deficit was still 
manageable, 32-24, at the 
half.
 Unlike the first two games 
in which Trinity came out of 
the locker room on fire, this 
time the Lady Crusaders 
started the second half cold 
and turned the ball over too 
much against Stratford pres-
sure.  
 They would be outscored 
18-7 in the third to make 
the score 50-31. Both teams 
put up 11 over the final eight 
minutes. 
 Brinley Vinson led Trini-
ty with 17 and M.G. Alligood 
added 16.  
 Camiyah Hudson led 
Stratford with 18. Dalaila Lowe 
finished with 13 and Hayden Crad-
dock added 10.
 Thursday's game was much dif-
ferent as Trinity played the host 
team in the event, and raced out to 
a 25-5 lead after one quarter. 
 The Lady Crusaders were never 
tested, leading 45-9 at the half and 
59-13 after three on the way to the 
victory in a huge rebound game. 
 All nine Trinity players scored 
at least three points in the contest, 
and they would connect on nine 
3-pointers.
 Maddy George hit four of them 

and led the way with 16 points. 
Vinson had 14 and Alligood added 
11.
 The Crusader boys kicked off 
the second John Williams era with 
a tough matchup against a CCA 
team that won 18 games and lost in 
the class A finals last season.
 Things didn’t get off to a great 
start as the Patriots raced out to a 
21-6 lead after a quarter, and Trin-
ity struggled to find its rhythm on 
both ends of the floor.
 The Crusaders would settle 
in during the second, and looked 
much better offensively. Both 
squads added 15, and the halftime 

score was 36-21.
 The third quarter was another 
stalemate, and Trinity still trailed 
by 15 going into the fourth, when 
the Patriots got hot again to pull 
even further away. 
 Jag George led the Crusaders 
with 22 and Will Foskey added 12. 
Trinity made nine 3-pointers.
 Gray McLean led four Patriots 
in double digits with 19. Blake Bry-
ant had 16 while Landon Tanner 
and Thomas Gentry added 12 each.
 Trinity was set to return to 
Pinehurst for two more Friday 
night, the boys against Fullington 
and girls vs. CCA.

Stratford stops Trinity streak in girls' home 
debut; Crusaders split Thursday in Pinehurst
By JEREMY PAYNE
Correspondent

SOFT LAUNCH: Chloe Rozier (2, left) breaks up the court off of a steal and Maddie-Grace Alligood (24, right) takes her shot 
after getting some Stratford defenders to clear the way on plays during Tuesday's game, in which the Trinity girls had the 
home stage to themselves in a first look for fans at a defending AA state runner-up squad that's off to a 3-1 start through a 
week and a half of action/CLAY REYNOLDS

UNDER THE LIGHTS: Their scheduled season opener vs. Stratford had to be postponed, but Trinity's boys took advantage 
of the opportunity to get some work in with a few fans still in the seats as they followed Tuesday's girls game with a short 
practice. Left: Forward Jamarion Ricks gets ready to go to the basket off a power dribble. Right: Kolbi Grooms lays one up 
on the end of a fast-break drill. The official start of a second head coaching stint for Dr. John Williams, shown (below) 
chatting with assistants Robby Foskey and Jacob Lunsford, was tabled for Thursday night and Trinity's first of two games 
in a tournament at Fullington Academy/CLAY REYNOLDS

620 Pinehill Rd., Dublin, Georgia 31021 • 478-277-0333   
www.marriott.com/DBNFI



Classifieds

Yard/Estate Sales

Yard Sale -- at Little House Self Storage, 
HWY 257 Fri & Sat. 50 % off excluding 

furniture.

Legals

Legals

25-543
NOTICE OF SALE 

Pursuant to Code of Georgia - Title 10 
Commerce and Trade (Chs. 1-15) Chap-
ter 4 Warehousemen (Arts. 1-5) Article 5 
Self-Service Storage Facilities (10-4-210 
- 10-4-218), there will be a public sale by 
Storage Of Dublin, LLC, located at 102 
Hillcrest Parkway, Dublin, GA 31021. 
The sale will officially start NOVEMBER 22, 
2025 and end at 12:00pm, DECEMBER 6, 
2025. The auction will go live November 
22nd on STORAGEAUCTIONS.com. 
The proceeds of said sale will be used to 
satisfy the storage past due rent & fees in 
the delivered lien letter, forward rent & fee 
balances for the duration of the auction 
process and other expenses of the auction. 
Any other proceeds will be used to satisfy 
such creditors as present their claims in 
advance of sale.
Unit: I15 Tenant: CARLIA MONTEFORD(-
Household Goods) 
Unit: M30 Tenant: JASON BELL (House-
hold Goods) 
Unit: A9 Tenant: JASON CRABB (House-
hold Goods) 
Unit: D11 Tenant: LATONYA RAY (House-
hold Goods) 
Unit: M25 Tenant: LAKEESHA EVERSON 
(Household Goods) 
Unit: I5 Tenant: MERCEDES CUYLER 
(Household Goods) 
Unit: I6 Tenant: MERCEDES CUYLER 
(Household Goods) 
Unit: I5 Tenant:  PATRICK HUGGINS 
(Household Goods)
Unit: N9 Tenant:  TOSHARA TIGNER 
(Household Goods)

November 22, 29, 2025

25-526
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF JUNE DELORES 
WRIGHT, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-246

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION

NOTICE
To:  whom it may concern:
WELSEY KELSON WRIGHT has petitioned 
to be appointed administrator of the Estate 
of JUNE DELORES WRIGHT, deceased, of 
said county.(The petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver 
of statements, and/or grant of certain pow-
ers contained in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not 
be granted. All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before DECEMBER 
1, 2025.
Be Notified Further: All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections. All 
objections should be sworn to before a 
notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-528

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF DORETHA DAVIS, 

DECEASED
ESTATE NO.25-253

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION

NOTICE
TO: ROBIN DAIVS AND TO WHOM IT 
MAY CONCERN
KIMBERLY SINKFIELD has petitioned to 
be appointed Administrator of the Estate of 
DORETHA DAVIS, deceased, of Laurens 
County. (The Petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, and/
or grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A . Section 53-12-261.) All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show cause 
why said Petition should not be granted. All 
objections to the Petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the Court on 
or before December 1, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O.  Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-534
Notice to Debtors and Creditors
All creditors of the Estate of Patricia S. 
Cochran late of Laurens County, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render in their de-
mands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment.
This 15th day of November, 2025.
Name: Joshua Buffa, Esq.
Title: Attorney for Executors
Address: 1100 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 
690, Atlanta, GA 30309

November 15, 22, 29, December 6, 2025

25-521
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF SAID 
STATE AND COUNTY

IN RE: ESTATE OF BUNNIE NANNETTE 
DOMINY

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

All creditors of the Estate of Bunnie Nan-
nette Dominy deceased, late of Laurens 
County, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment to me.
This 27th day of October, 2025.
Emily F. Kight
Attorney for the Estate of
Bunnie Nannette Dominy
Kight Law, LLC
P.O. Box 2056
Dublin, GA 31040

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-516
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY

 By virtue of a Power of Sale contained 
in that certain Security Deed from JOHN 
EPPS, SR. to MORTGAGE ELECTRON-
IC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC. AS 
GRANTEE, AS NOMINEE FOR URBAN 
FINANCIAL GROUP INC., dated Septem-
ber 26, 2011, recorded October 19, 2011, 
in Deed Book 2296, Page 254, Laurens 
County, Georgia Records, said Security 
Deed having been given to secure a Note 
of even date in the original principal amount 
of Sixty-One Thousand Five Hundred and 
00/100 dollars ($61,500.00), with interest 
thereon as provided for therein, said Secu-
rity Deed having been last sold, assigned 
and transferred to GITSIT Solutions, LLC, 
not in its individual capacity but solely in 
its capacity as Separate Trustee of GV 
Trust 2025-1, there will be sold at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash at the 
Laurens County Courthouse, within the 
legal hours of sale on the first Tuesday in 
December, 2025, all property described in 
said Security Deed including but not limited 
to the following described property:
 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN 
THE FIRST LAND DISTRICT IN THE 
CITY OF DUBLIN, LAURENS COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 0.33 
ACRE, MORE OR LESS, AS SHOWN 
BY A PLAT OF SURVEY PREPARED BY 
BILLY FLANDERS, REGISTERED LAND 
SURVEYOR, DATED OCTOBER 10, 1995, 
AND RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 826, 
PAGE 91, IN THE RECORDS OF THE 
CLERK`S OFFICE OF THE LAURENS 
COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT. THE AN-
GLES, DISTANCES, AND DIMENSIONS 
AS SHOWN BY SAID PLAT ARE INCOR-
PORATED IN THIS DESCRIPTION BY 
REFERENCE THERETO. A ONE-STORY 
FRAME DWELLING IS LOCATED ON THE 
PROPERTY WHICH IS FURTHER IDENTI-
FIED AS LOT 7, BLOCK “B”, HILLCREST 
SUBDIVISION.

 Said legal description being controlling, 
however the property is more commonly 
known as 109 HILLCREST DR, DUBLIN, 
GA 31021.

 The indebtedness secured by said Secu-
rity Deed has been and is hereby declared 
due because of default under the terms 
of said Security Deed.  The indebtedness 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same, all 
expenses of the sale, including attorneys’ 
fees (notice to collect same having been 
given) and all other payments provided for 
under the terms of the Security Deed.

 Said property will be sold on an “as-is” 
basis without any representation, warranty 
or recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.  The sale will also be subject 
to the following items which may affect the 
title: any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, whether 
or not now due and payable); the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority; matters 
which would be disclosed by an accurate 
survey or by an inspection of the property; 
all zoning ordinances; assessments; liens; 
encumbrances; restrictions; covenants, 
and any other matters of record superior 
to said Security Deed.

 To the best of the knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the owner and party in 
possession of the property is JOHN EPPS, 
SR., ESTATE AND/OR HEIRS-AT-LAW OF 
JOHN EPPS SR. , or tenants(s).  

 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) 
to final confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the Security 
Deed. 

  The entity having full authority to negoti-
ate, amend and modify all terms of the loan 
(although not required by law to do so) is: 
GITSIT Solutions, LLC f/k/a Kondaur Cap-
ital, LLC, Loss Mitigation Dept., 333 South 
Anita Drive Suite 400, Orange, CA 92868, 
Telephone Number: 888-566-3287. Nothing 
in O.C.G.A. Section 44-14-162.2 shall be 
construed to require a secured creditor to 
negotiate, amend, or modify the terms of 
the mortgage instrument.  
 
GITSIT SOLUTIONS, LLC, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLE-
LY IN ITS CAPACITY AS SEPARATE 

TRUSTEE OF GV TRUST 2025-1
as Attorney in Fact for

JOHN EPPS, SR.

THE BELOW LAW FIRM MAY BE HELD 
TO BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR, 
UNDER FEDERAL LAW.  IF SO, ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Attorney Contact: Rubin Lublin, LLC
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100, 
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Telephone Number: (877) 813-0992 Case 
No. KCP-25-04520-1
Ad Run Dates  11/08/2025, 11/15/2025, 
11/22/2025, 11/29/2025

rlselaw.com/property-listing
November 8, 15, 22, 29, 2025

25-529
State of Georgia
County of Laurens.

Notice to Debtors and Creditors
All creditors of the Estate of George 
Addison Hogan, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, deceased, are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the undersigned 
according to law; and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to me. 
This 29th day of October, 2025.
Estate of George Addison Hogan
Lucy Gwen Cramer, Executor
93704 Newmarket Lane
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
Margaret Greer Evans
Attorney at Law
State Bar No. 488189
478-272-2885

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-541
STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF LAURENS
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF SAID 

STATE AND COUNTY

IN RE: ESTATE OF BONNIE JACKSON 
WILKINSON

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS

All creditors of the estate of BONNIE 
JACKSON WILKNINSON deceased, late 
of Laurens County, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to me. 
This 17th Day of November, 2025.
Emily F. Kight
Attorney for the Estate of 
BONNIE JACKSON WILKINSON
Kight Law, LLC
P.O Box 2056
Dublin, GA 31040

November 22 ,29, December 6, 13, 2025

25-514
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
LAURENS COUNTY
WHEREAS, Tisha McDonald
, as borrower(s), executed a SECURITY 
DEED to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as nominee 
for Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC, 
Lender which was dated 7/22/2016, and 
recorded on 7/22/2016, in Instrument No.: 
, Deed Book 2712, Page 232, securing 
the payment of a Note in the amount of 
$81,645.00 in Laurens County, Georgia 
Register of Deeds.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby giv-
en that the entire indebtedness has been 
declared due and payable as provided in 
said Security Deed by the Holder, and by 
virtue of the power of sale and authority 
vested in it, will on 1/6/2026 sell at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash Before 
the Courthouse door of the Laurens County 
Courthouse, 101 N Jefferson Street, Duplin, 
Georgia 31040 of Laurens,  the following 
described property situated in Laurens 
County, Georgia, to wit:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
LYING AND BEING IN THE CITY OF DUB-
LIN, LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA, BE-
ING LOT 3 OF A REARRANGEMENT OF 
BLOCK “C” OF GARDENDALE ESTATES 
SUBDIVISION AND FORMERLY PARTS 
OF LOTS 2 AND 3 OF BLOCK “C” OF SAID 
SUBDIVISION BEING RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 184, IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF LAURENS SUPERI-
OR COURT. THE PROPERTY HEREIN 
CONVEYED IS MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT AN IRON PIN THAT IS 
LOCATED ON THE SOUTH MARGIN OF 
CAMELLIA DRIVE 120 FEET WEST OF 
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
INTERSECTION OF CAMELLIA DRIVE 
AND LANCASTER STREET; THENCE 
RUNNING ALONG THE SOUTH MARGIN 
OF CAMELLIA DRIVE IN A WESTERLY 
DIRECTION 100 FEET TO AN IRON PIN 
THENCE IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION 
112.83 FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE 
IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION 100 FEET 
TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE IN A NORTH-
ERLY DIRECTION 118.66 FEET BACK 
TO THE SOUTH MARGIN OF CAMELLIA 
DRIVE AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
SAID PROPERTY IS IMPROVED BY 
A RESIDENCE KNOWN AS 1502 CA-
MELLIA DRIVE, IS SHOWN ON A PLAT 
PREPARED BY J.D. CLOVER, SURVEY-
OR, DATED NOVEMBER 1, 1966, AND 
RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 246, PAGE 
477, IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
OF LAURENS SUPERIOR COURT, AND 
SAID PLAT AND THE RECORD THEREOF 
ARE BY REFERENCE INCORPORATED 
HEREIN AND MADE A PART OF THIS 
DESCRIPTION.
SAID PROPERTY IS FURTHER IDENTI-
FIED BY THE LAURENS COUNTY TAX 
ASSESSOR AS 1502 CAMELLIA DRIVE, 
DUBLIN, GA 31021, MAP/PARCEL: 
D10F/187
SUBJECT TO COVENANTS, RESTRIC-
TIONS AND EASEMENTS OF RECORD.
Tax Parcel ID: D10F-187
Being real property commonly known as 
1502 CAMELLIA DR DUBLIN, GA 31021

The debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of paying the 
debt and all expenses of this sale including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given).

Said sale will be made subject to the 
following items which may affect the title 
to said property: All restrictive covenants, 
easements and rights-of-way appearing 
of record, if any; all zoning ordinances; 
matters which would be disclosed by an 
accurate survey or by an inspection of the 
property; all outstanding or unpaid bills 
and assessments for street improvements, 
curbing, garbage, water, sewage and 
public utilities which may be liens upon 
said property; and any outstanding taxes, 
assessments and other liens superior to the 
security deed being foreclosed hereby.  To 
the best knowledge and belief of the under-
signed, the above-described property is in 
the possession of the borrower and/or other 
persons with the consent and acquiescence 
of the borrower.
Except to the extent that the Holder may 
bind and obligate Mortgagors to warrant 
title to the Property under the terms of the 
Security Deed, conveyance of the Property 
shall be made without any representations 
or warranties whatsoever, express or 
implied.  All sales are “as is”, “where is’.
The entire purchase price is due and pay-
able at the conclusion of the auction in the 
form of certified funds.  Insufficient funds 
will not be accepted.  Amounts received in 
excess of the winning bid will be refunded 
to the successful purchaser.  This property 
is being sold with express reservation that 
the sale is subject to confirmation by lender 
or Substitute Trustee.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, the 
name, address and telephone number of 
the person or entity who shall have full 
authority to negotiate, amend, or modify 
all terms of the above-described mortgage 
is as follows: 
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC, 
1600 South Douglass Road, Suite 200-A 
Anaheim, CA 92806, Telephone No.: 800-
561-4567

 The foregoing notwithstanding, nothing 
in O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2 shall be con-
strued to require Carrington Mortgage Ser-
vices, LLC to negotiate, amend, or modify 
the terms of the Security Deed described 
herein.

Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC as 
Attorney in Fact for Tisha McDonald

Attorney Contact:
Miller, George & Suggs, PLLC
3000 Langford Road, Building 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Phone: 404-793-1447
Fax: 404-738-1558

TS # 25-34150

THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

October 25, November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 
December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025 January 

3, 2026

25-544
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF LAURENS
IN RE: Estate of Tommie Ruth Powell, 
decease late of Laurens County, are 
hereby notified to render their demands to 
the undersigned according to law, and all 
person indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to me. 
Donald Rotton, Executor of Tommie Ruth 
Powell, deceased 6539 GA Hwy 199, 
Soperton, GA 30457. 

November 22, 29 December 6, 13, 2025

25-536
CITATION 

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
IN THE INTEREST OF: 
1) Initials: KTP, Sex: M, DOB: 04/28/2016, 
Case Number 25J-0192 
2) Init ials: MAP, Jr., Sex: M, DOB: 
08/03/2013, Case Number 25J-0190 
3) Initials: MJP, Sex: M, DOB: 10/21/2014, 
Case Number 25J-0191 
Children Under Eighteen (18) Years of Age  
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, MAR-
LONAREARON PARRIS, SR., UNKNOWN 
ADDRESS, and anyone claiming to have 
a parental interest in the minor children 
named above. The mother of said children 
is Kimberly Q. Parris.  
You are hereby notified that the dependen-
cy actions for the above-named children 
were filed in said Court on July 18, 2025, 
by Petitioner Linda McClain. 
The purpose of these actions is to deter-
mine the dependency status of the minor 
children under the laws of the State of 
Georgia. 
These actions have been initiated pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. Section 15-11-161, which gov-
erns notices on dependency proceedings in 
the State of Georgia. The Petitioner alleges 
that the minor children are dependent and 
seeks the Court’s intervention to ensure the 
safety and welfare of the children. 
A hearing on this matter has been sched-
uled for December 3, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Juvenile Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia. The hearing is for the purpose 
of a determination of dependency for the 
minor children and any other relief deemed 
appropriate by the Court.  
You are required to appear at the hearing 
to respond to the allegations in the petition. 
Failure to appear may result in the Court 
proceeding in your absence and making a 
determination regarding the dependency of 
the minor children based on the evidence 
presented. 
J. Jackson Dixon 
Attorney for Petitioner Linda McClain 
205 N. Franklin Street 
Dublin, GA 31021 
478-304-1451

November 15, 22, 29, December 6, 2025

25-546
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBTORS 
GEORGIA, COUNTY OF LAURENS 
All creditors of the estate of Robert Chap-
pell, deceased, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned, accord-
ing to law, and all persons 
indebted to said Estate are required to 
make immediate payment to the under-
signed: 
Laurens County Probate Court PO Box 
2098, Dublin, Georgia 31040 
This the 19th day of November 2025. 
Ralph N. Jackson, Attorney 

November 22, 29, December 6, 13, 2025

25-522
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: OSCAR LAMAR RODRIGUEZ
CIVIL ACTION FILE NO. 25-CD-0858-

WT

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

GEORGIA, Laurens County
 Notice is hereby given that Oscar 
Lamar Rodriquez, the undersigned, filed 
his petition to the Superior Court of Lau-
rens County, Georgia on the 21st day of 
October,2025, praying for a change in the 
name of petitioner from OSCAR LAMAR 
RODRIGUEZ to CALEB LAMAR RODRI-
GUEZ. Notice is hereby given pursuant to 
law to any interested of affected party to 
appear in said Court and to file objections 
to such name change. Objections must be 
filed with said Court within 30 days of the 
filing of said petition.
This 21st day of October, 2025.
/s/ Oscar Lamar Rodriquez

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-538
NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the official Code of Georgia 
Annotated Section 10-4-210 there will 
be  a public sale at Little House Self  
Storage,1854 Marion Street Dublin, on 
Wednesday, December 3, 2025  beginning 
at 10:00 A.M. The proceeds of said sale will 
be used first to satisfy the storage fee and 
expenses of the auction. Any other pro-
ceeds will be used to satisfy such creditors 
as present their claims in advance of sale.

#257 Jessica Vickers
#297 Tishanda Lewis
#71 ConstaneBlash 

November 15, 22, 2025

25-510
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF PAUL DEWAYNE 
HOBBS, SR., DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 25-232
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION
NOTICE

TO: Whom It May Concern:
PAUL DEWAYNE HOBBS, JR. has peti-
tioned to be appointed administrator of the 
estate of PAUL DEWAYNE HOBBS, SR. 
deceased, of said county. (The petitioner 
has also applied for waiver of bond, waiver 
of reports, waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in OCGA 
section 53-12-261.) All interested persons 
are hereby notified to show cause, why 
said petition should not be granted. All 
objections to the petition must be in writ-
ing, setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections, and must be filed with the Court 
on or before DECEMBER 1, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-547
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBTORS 
GEORGIA, COUNTY OF LAURENS 
All creditors of the estate of Jerry Douglas 
Wright, deceased, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, 

are hereby notified to render in their de-
mands to the undersigned, according to 
law, and all persons 
indebted to said Estate are required to 
make immediate payment to the under-
signed: 
Laurens County Probate Court PO Box 
2098, Dublin, Georgia 31040 
This the 19th day of November 2025. 
Ralph N. Jackson, Attorney 
November 22, 29, December 6, 13, 2025

25-542
NOTICE TO CREDITIORS AND DEBT-

ORS
GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY.

IN RE: ESTATE OF CONNIE JOY COTTLE

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

All creditors of the Estate of CONNIE JOY 
COTTLE, deceased, late of Laurens Coun-
ty, Georgia, are hereby notified to render 
their demands according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said Estate are hereby 
notified to make immediate payment. 

Henry B. Cottle, III, Executor

JOSEPH C. SUMNER, JR., LLC
Post Office Drawer 248
Dublin, Georgia 31040
(478-272-7933)
November 22, 29, December 6, 13, 2025

25-509
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY

 By virtue of a Power of Sale contained 
in that certain Security Deed from JOHN 
B. GETTYS , SR. and TONYA D. GETTYS 
to J. WYATT AND ASSOCIATES, dated 
December 18, 1995, recorded December 
22, 1995, in Deed Book 00836, Page 
0052, Laurens County, Georgia Records, 
said Security Deed having been given to 
secure a Note of even date in the original 
principal amount of Fifty-Six Thousand 
and 00/100 dollars ($56,000.00), with 
interest thereon as provided for therein, 
said Security Deed having been last sold, 
assigned and transferred to Federal Home 
Loan Mortgage Corporation, as Trustee for 
the benefit of the Freddie Mac Seasoned 
Loans Structured Transaction Trust, Series 
2019-3, there will be sold at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash at the Laurens 
County Courthouse, within the legal hours 
of sale on the first Tuesday in December, 
2025, all property described in said Security 
Deed including but not limited to the follow-
ing described property:
 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING ALL OF LOT 
70 AND THE WESTERNMOST 50 FEET 
OF LOT 69 OF GREEN ACRES SUBDI-
VISION EXTENSION IN THE CITY OF 
DUBLIN, LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
BEING BOUNDED NOW OR FORMERLY 
AS FOLLOWS: ON THE NORTHEAST 
BY THE REMAINING PORTION OF LOT 
69 IN SAID
SUBDIVISION; ON THE SOUTHEAST BY 
LOT 175 AND LOT 72 OF SAID SUBDI-
VISION; ON THE SOUTHWEST BY LOT 
71 AND LOT 72 OF SAID SUBDIVISION; 
AND ON THE NORTHWEST BY THE 
SOUTHEASTERN MARGIN OF GREEN-
WOOD DRIVE. SAID LAND IS MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED ON A PLAT 
OF SURVEY PREPARED BY MARVIN D. 
CLEMENTS, REGISTERED
LAND SURVEYOR, DATED SEPTEMBER 
23, 1991, RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 
630, PAGE 266, IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY, GEORGIA. SAID PLAT 
AND THE RECORD THEREOF ARE BY 
REFERENCE INCORPORATED HEREIN 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF.
THIS IS THE SAME LAND AS DESCRIBED 
IN THE SURVIVORSHIP WARRANTY 
DEED FROM JOHN B GETTYS, ALSO 
KNOWN AS JOHN B. GETTYS, SR., TO 
JOHN B. GETTYS AND TONYA D. GET-
TYS RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 630, 
PAGE 269, IN SAID CLERK`S OFFICE.

 Said legal description being controlling, 
however the property is more commonly 
known as 508 GREENWOOD DRIVE, 
DUBLIN, GA 31021.

 The indebtedness secured by said Secu-
rity Deed has been and is hereby declared 
due because of default under the terms 
of said Security Deed.  The indebtedness 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same, all 
expenses of the sale, including attorneys’ 
fees (notice to collect same having been 
given) and all other payments provided for 
under the terms of the Security Deed.

 Said property will be sold on an “as-is” 
basis without any representation, warranty 
or recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.  The sale will also be subject 
to the following items which may affect the 
title: any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, whether 
or not now due and payable); the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority; matters 
which would be disclosed by an accurate 
survey or by an inspection of the property; 
all zoning ordinances; assessments; liens; 
encumbrances; restrictions; covenants, 
and any other matters of record superior 
to said Security Deed.

 To the best of the knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the owner and party 
in possession of the property is JOHN B. 
GETTYS , SR., TONYA D. GETTYS, or 
tenants(s).  

 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) 
to final confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the Security 
Deed. 

  The entity having full authority to ne-
gotiate, amend and modify all terms of the 
loan (although not required by law to do 
so) is: Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc., Loss 
Mitigation Dept., 3217 S. Decker Lake Dr., 
Salt Lake City, UT 84119, Telephone Num-
ber: 888-818-6032. Nothing in O.C.G.A. 
Section 44-14-162.2 shall be construed 
to require a secured creditor to negotiate, 
amend, or modify the terms of the mortgage 
instrument.  
 

FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR 

THE BENEFIT OF THE FREDDIE MAC 
SEASONED LOANS STRUCTURED 

TRANSACTION TRUST, SERIES 2019-3
as Attorney in Fact for

JOHN B. GETTYS , SR., TONYA D. 
GETTYS

THE BELOW LAW FIRM MAY BE HELD 
TO BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR, 
UNDER FEDERAL LAW.  IF SO, ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Attorney Contact: Rubin Lublin, LLC
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100, 
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Telephone Number: (877) 813-0992 Case 
No. SPS-22-02253-10

Ad Run Dates  11/08/2025, 11/15/2025, 
11/22/2025, 11/29/2025

rlselaw.com/property-listing

November 8, 15, 22, 29, 2025

25-537
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS
Georgia, Laurens County
All creditors of the Estate of Dennis T. Lau, 
deceased, late of Laurens County, are 
hereby notified to render in their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all person indebted to said estate are re-
quired to make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 6th day of November, 2025.
Deeanne Lau Casey,
Executrix of the Estate of
Dennis T. Lau, deceased
c/o J. Jackson Dixon
Smith Dixon Law Group, LLC
205 N. Franklin Street
Dublin, GA 31021

November 15, 22, 29, December 6, 2025

25-525
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF OSSIE LEE WRIGHT, 
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-247

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION

NOTICE
To:  whom it may concern:
WESLEY KELSON WRIGHT has petitioned 
to be appointed administrator of the Estate 
of OSSIE LEE WRIGHT, deceased, of said 
county.(The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All inter-
ested persons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not be grant-
ed. All objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with the 
Court on or before DECEMBER 1, 2025.
Be Notified Further: All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections. All 
objections should be sworn to before a 
notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-540
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF EFF-

INGHAM COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

Rebecca Brooks, Plaintiff 
vs. 
Robert Brandon Webb, Defendant 
Civil Action File No. 56250235

NOTICE OF SUMMONS - SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION

TO: Robert Brandon Webb, Defendant 
Named Above:
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action seeking total sum of child 
support arrears pain in full (state the relief 
sought) was filed against you in said court 
on August 19, 2025, and that by reason 
of an order for service of summons by 
publication entered by the court on October 
23, 2025, you are hereby commanded and 
required to file with the clerk of said court 
and serve upon Rebecca Brooks, plaintiff, 
whose address is 516 Cobblestone Circle 
Bloomingdale, GA 31302, an answer to the 
complaint withing sixty (60) days of the date 
of the order for service by publication. If you 
fail to do so, judgment by default will be 
taken against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint. 
Witness the Honorable Bennett, Judge of 
said Court.
This the 5 day of Nov, 2025.
Clerk of Superior Court
Effingham County

November 22, 29 December 6, 13, 2025

25-512
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

 Under and by virtue of the power of 
sale contained with that certain Security 
Deed dated September 26, 2023, from 
Charlene Fry and Mark Fry to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Mortgage Research Center, 
LLC dba Veterans United Home Loans, 
recorded on December 11, 2023 in Deed 
Book 3439 at Page 71 Laurens County, 
Georgia records, having been last sold, 
assigned, transferred and conveyed toNa-
tionstar Mortgage LLCby Assignment and 
said Security Deed having been given to 
secure a note dated September 26, 2023, 
in the amount of $143,010.00, and said 
Note being in default, the undersigned will 
sell at public outcry during the legal hours 
of sale before the door of the courthouse of 
Laurens County, Georgia, on December 2, 
2025 the following described real property 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Property”):

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND SITUATE, LYING AND BEING 
IN THE CITY OF DUBLIN, LAURENS 
COUNTY, GEORGIA AND BEING PART 
OF LOT 10, CITY BLOCK 27, CITY OF 
DUBLIN AND BEING MORE PARTIC-
ULARLY DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING 
AT AN IRON PIN ON THE WEST SIDE 
OF NORTH DECATUR STREET AND 
RUNNING FROM SAID BEGINNING 
POINT IN A WESTERLY DIRECTION A 
DISTANCE OF 134 FEET TO AN IRON 
PIN, THENCE TURNING AND RUNNING 
IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION 708 FEET 
TO AN IRON PIN, THENCE TURNING 
AND RUNNING IN AN EASTERLY DIREC-
TION A DISTANCE OF 140 FEET TO AN 
IRON PIN LOCATED ON THE WESTERN 
MARGIN OF SAID NORTH DECATUR 
STREET AND THENCE IN A SOUTHER-
LY DIRECTION ALONG THE WESTERN 
MARGIN OF NORTH DECATUR STREET 
A DISTANCE OF 73 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. 

SAID PROPERTY IS IMPROVED BY 
A ONE STORY FAMILY DWELLING 
KNOWN AS 210 DECATUR STREET. 
THIS IS THE SAME PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED IN A PLAT OF SURVEY PRE-
PARED BY JACK C. BRANTLEY, LS, 
DATED MAY 12, 1962 AND RECORDED 
IN DEED BOOK 203, PAGE 165 OFFICE 
OF CLERK, LAURENS COUNTY SUPE-
RIOR COURT. SAID PLAT IS BY REFER-
ENCE INCORPORATED AND MADE A 
PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.
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 Complaint for change of 
custody: Amanda Morgan 
v. Destiny Johnson

Complaint for divorce: 
Katrina Tidwell v. Kaleb 
Tidwell

Divorce: Evelyn Jones 
v. Clarence Gates; Chad-
win K Hutcheson v Brit-
tany Hutcheson; Larry 
Steve Powell Jr. v. Tonia 
Lynn Powell; Tekeila Whit-
field-Hester v. Nicko Hester

Petition for name 
change: Tashima Green v. 
Thomas Blanks

Paternity/legitimation: 
Cortaveyas Mitchell v. Ar-
rayua Brown

Affidavit for continu-
ing garnishment: Midland 
Credit v. Ashley Clack & 
Team Care LLC; Republic 
Finance v. Scott Benard & 
Steelfab Inc.; Lendmark 
Financial v. Carol Horne & 
AJR Hospitality LLC

Complaint for declara-
tory judgement & damages: 
Latonia Butts v. Dublin City 
Board of Education & Dub-
lin City School District

Contract: Velocity In-
vestments LLC v. Keshia 
Howell; Prestige Financial 
Services v. Jerry Barber

Automobile tort: Al-
bert Stanley v. Christopher 
Brown; Jason & Britanny 
Bedingfield v. Annie W. 
Golden

General tort: Vanessa 
Tobridge v. GMC Real Es-
tate LLC d/b/a Dublin Cor-
ners

Complaint to terminate 
life estate & dispossessory: 
Estate/Buford Glover Jr. 
& Amy Glover v. Shannon 
Yeomans & Lori Coleman

Contempt - child sup-
port: Ga DHS ex rel Alai-
ya Finley et al v. Artavious 
Finley; Ga DHS ex rel Tay-
lor Harvey et al v. Calvin 
Harvey; Ga DHS ex rel Ben-
nie Hammock Jr.  et al v. 
Bennie Hammock 

Support - IV-D: Ga DHS 
ex relAylana Calhoun et al 
v. Anthony Calhoun

Liens: Jones Marjorie 
to Summit Surgery Center; 
Danny Warren to Internal 
Revenue Service; Jeremy 
Russell to State Bank of Co-
chran; Patricia Gilbert to 
Spring Oaks Capital SPV, 
LLC; Kimberly Payne to 

Discover Bank; Watkins 
Personal Care Home II Inc. 
to Georgia Department of 
Revenue; Erica Anderson to 
Velocity Investments LLC; 
Joanne Wendt to Ally Bank; 
Rowland Transportation to 
Laurens County Tax Com-
missioner; Jameson Inn 
c/o Marvin F. Poer & Co. 
Lauren County Tax Com-
missioner; William & Jerry 
Harris to Laurens County 
Tax Commissioner; Ariel 
Properties LLC to Laurens 
County Tax Commission-
er; Claxton Pointe North 
TIC One, LLC & Claxton 
Pointe North TIC Two; Pe-
can Ridge TIC ONE LLC & 
Pecan Ridge Two LLC to 
Laurens County Tax Com-
missioner; Eleazar Marti-
nez to Laurens County Tax 
Commissioner. 

 Warranty deeds: Frank-
ie Eugene Moulder, David 
Russell Moulder to Le-
meshia Mechelle McLen-
don; Dublin Industries LLC 
to Laurens Mill Property 
LLC; Gary Ogburn to Thom-
as Sluck; Luke Bearden, 
Kara Bearden to Lance 
Duane Smith, Natalie Marie 
Smith; Shipped Out LLC to 
Christopher Allen; Iverson 
Blake Carr, Ashley Brooke 
Carr aka Ashley Brooke 
Daniels Carr to Iverson 
Blake Carr, Ashley Brooke 
Carr aka Ashley Brooke 
Daniels Carr; WJH LLC to 
Timothy O'Donoghue; The 
Ronald and Nancy Parker 
Living Trust to JBB Hold-
ings Cherokee LLC; The 
Ronald and Nancy Parker 
Living Trust to JBB Hold-
ings Cherokee LLC; Nikolay 
Banglyev, Olga Gracheva 
to Jonathan E. Dammann, 
Mary C. Dammann; Joseph 
Yearty to Roger J. Ussery 
Jr.; Dan T. Hester, Lori C. 
Hester, trustees of the Dan 
and Lori Hester Revoca-
ble Living Trust to Legacy 
Lane Equestrian LLC; John 
W. Souza to Frank Stewart 
Tanner, Allison Souza Tan-
ner; O.D. Cullen III to Ca-
sey Daniel Cullen; Simon R. 
Yoder, Sara A. Yoder, trust-
ees of 2015 Yoder Family 
Revocable Trust to Arnold 
Lamar Yoder; The Land 
Barons LLC to G&C Farms 
of Dublin LLC; Betty Wyatt 
Bracewell to Randy Brown, 
Charles Cobbie Williams; 
William Zachary Jones to 
Pink Key Properties LLC; 
Neal W. Clark to Joy B. 
Clark; Joyce Davis to Leon-
ard Davis; Laurens County, 
Georgia to Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Safety - State 
of Georgia; Emily Dawn Zu-
eck, Austin Neil Zueck to 
Bridget Badertscher, Bryce 
Badertscher to Penny Mac 
Loan Services; Michael 
Shaffer, Melissa Shaffer 
to Shawn Recker, Hannah 
Recker; Lindsay O'Neal Jr. 
to Destiny E. O'Neal; James 
P. Cooney to Donald R. 
Cannon; Federal Home 
Loan Administration Corp., 

as trustee for the benefit of 
the Freddie Mac Seasoned 
Loans Structured Transac-
tion Trust, Series 2020-2, 
to Anslie Mead; Wimley 
Wilcox Jr., Nora G. Wilcox 
to Wimley Wilcox Jr., Nora 
G. Wilcox; Marcus Roach, 
Alex Roach to Joseph P. Ri-
ner; Jennie Marie Salter to 
Wendy Renita Salter and 
Alvin B. Salter, as trustees 
of the Salter Family Irrevo-
cable Trust; Annette Fisher 
to Michael Norman Stuck-
ey; Timothy Alan Stuckey 
Sr.; Robert Mincey to Chris-
topher Whitfield; Dwayne 
Bassett, Rachel Bassett to 
Medical Executives Hous-
ing LLC; NMT Holdings 
LLC to Robert M. Maffett; 
Dora Sue Evans aka Sue Ev-
ans to Dora Sue Evans, as 
trustee of the Dora Sue Ev-
ans Family Trust; Nichol E. 
Upshaw to Russell E. Fer-
ris, Loretta Ferris; Claretha 
Newberry Pullin to Gywan-
na L. Hodges; Otha Lee Pul-
lins to Gywanna L. Hodges; 
John Wesley Pullen to Gy-
wanna L. Hodges; Gywanna 
L. Hodges to Gywanna L. 
Hodges, Benjamin Hodge

 Security deeds: Zacha-
ry Charles Phinazee, Anne 
Kathryn Phinazee to Fair-
way Independent Mort-
gage; Lemeshia Mechelle 
McLendon to Georgia Unit-
ed Credit Union; Christo-
pher Scrivner, Loren Woods 
Scrivner to Emporium TPO 
LLC;  Jacqueline M. Rozier 
to Carrington Mortgage 
Services LLC; David B. Dix-
on to Lakeview Loan Ser-
vicing LLC; Lance Duane 
Smith, Natalie Marie Smith 
to Bank of Dudley; Donald 
Russell, Lou Ann Russell 
to Rocket Mortgage LLC; 
Vanessa Barnes to Wells 
Fargo Bank; Timothy J. 
O'Donaghue to Southstate 
Bank; Twangia Jones to 
Village Capital & Invest-

ment LLC; Roger J. Ussery 
Jr. to City National Bank 
of Florida; Frank Stew-
art  Tanner, Allison Souza 
Tanner to The Four Coun-
ty Bank; Casey Daniel Cul-
len to Georgia First Bank; 
Phillip Shepherd, Amber K. 
Shepherd to Morris Bank; 
G&C Farms of Dublin to 
Citizens Bank of Laurens 
County; Randy Brown, 
Charles Cobbie Williams to 
Farmers State Bank; Ste-
ven C. Stewart, Vera Marie 
Stewart to Mutual of Oma-
ha Mortgage Inc.; Pink Key 
Properties LLC to Bank of 
Dudley; Wiley Emanuel 
Scrutchins to Georgia First 
Bank; Lee Smith to Rock-
et Mortgage LLC; Leonard 
Davis to Bank of Dudley; 
Jamie Hugh Willis, Marcie 
L. Willis to Morris Bank; 
Foskey Enterprises LLC to 
Bank of Dudley; Bridget 
Badertscher, Bryce Bad-
ertscher to Penny Mac Loan 
Services; Shawn Recker, 
Hannah Recker to Premier 
Mortgage Resources LLC; 
Dan and Lori Hester Revo-
cable Trust to Citizens Bank 
of the South; Lydia Stanley 
to Brian Robinson, sheriff 
of Dodge County, Georgia; 
Prime Estate Properties 
LLC to Morris Bank; Anslie 
Alena Mead to Georgia First 
Bank; Wimley Wilcox Jr., 
Nora G. Wilcos to Reliance 
First Capital LLC; Hubert 
G. Burgamy Jr., Cassan-
dra S. Burgamy to Home-
bridge Financial Services 
Inc.; Kirkpatrick Wade Ma-
son, Casey Marie Mason to 
Planet Home Lending LLC; 
Medical Executives Hous-
ing LLC to Georgia First 
Bank; MSV Holdings LLC 
to The Four County Bank; 
Denver Chase Shannon, 
Leandra Shannon to Farm-
ers State Bank; Russell E. 
Ferris, Lorretta E. Ferris to 
Navy Federal Credit Union

SAID PROPERTY IS BOUNDED NOW OR 

FORMERLY ON THE NORTHEAST BY 

THE SOUTHWESTERN RIGHT-OF-WAY 

OF NORTH DECATUR STREET, ON THE 

SOUTHEAST BY LANDS OF ALONZO 

EDWARDS ET AL, ON THE SOUTHWEST 

BY LANDS OF ANTHONY EDWARDS 

AND SHARON BLACKWELL AD ON THE 

NORTHWEST BY THE SOUTHEASTERN 

RIGHT-OF-WAY OF EAST COLUMBIAN 

STREET.

SUBJECT TO EXISTING EASEMENTS 

FOR PUBLIC ROADS AND UTILITIES.

The debt secured by the Security Deed and 
evidenced by the Note and has been, and is 
hereby, declared due and payable because 
of, among other possible events of default, 
failure to make the payments as required by 
the terms of the Note.  The debt remaining 
is in default and this sale will be made for 
the purposes of paying the Security Deed, 
accrued interest, and all expenses of the 
sale, including attorneys’ fees.  Notice of 
intention to collect attorneys’ fees has been 
given as provided by law.  To the best of the 
undersigned’s knowledge, the person(s) in 
possession of the property is/are Charlene 
Fry and Mark Fry.  
The property, being commonly known as 
210 N Decatur St, Dublin, GA, 31021 in 
Laurens County, will be sold as the property 
of Charlene Fry and Mark Fry, subject to 
any outstanding ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien and not yet due 
and payable), any matters affecting title to 
the property which would be disclosed by 
accurate survey and inspection thereof, and 
all assessments, liens, encumbrances, re-
strictions, covenants, and matters of record 
to the Security Deed.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A.§ 44-14-162.2, the 
name, address and telephone number of 
the individual or entity who shall have the 
full authority to negotiate, amend or modify 
all terms of the above described mortgage 
is as follows: Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper, 8950 Cypress Waters 
Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019, 888-480-2432 
.  The foregoing notwithstanding, nothing 
in O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2 shall require 
the secured creditor to negotiate, amend 
or modify the terms of the mortgage in-
strument.  
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under U.S. Bankruptcy code and (2) to final 
confirmation and audit of the status of the 
loan with the holder of the Security Deed.  

Albertelli Law
Attorney for Nationstar Mortgage LLC 

as Attorney in Fact for Charlene Fry and 
Mark Fry

100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1000
Atlanta, GA  30339

Phone:  (770) 373-4242

THIS FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

October 25, November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 

2025

25-535

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: Sherry Lewis Watkins

Civil Action File No. 25-CD-0892-WT

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 

NAME

GEORGIA, Laurens County
Notice is hereby given that SHERRY LEWIS 
WATKINS, the undersigned, filed a petition 
to the Superior Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia on the 25 day of September, 
2025 praying for a change in the name of 
petitioner from SHERRY LEWIS WATKINS 
to SHERRY ANN LEWIS. Notice is hereby 
given pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court and 
to file objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said Court 
within 30 days of the filing of said petition. 
This 25th day of September, 2025.
/s/ Sherry Lewis Watkins
Filed in office the 7th day of November, 
2025.
Rhonda Spires, Deputy Clerk

November 15, 22, 27, December 6, 2025

25-520

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: LOSEN WATERS

CIVIL ACTION FILE NO. 25-CD-0826-WT

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 

NAME

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY
Notice is hereby given that Losen Waters, 
the undersigned, filed his petition to the Su-
perior Court of Laurens County, Georgia on 
the 17th day of October, 2025, praying for a 
change in the name of petitioner from Losen 
Waters to Lawson Waters. Notice is hereby 
given pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court and 
to file objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said Court 
within 30 days of the filing of said petition.
This 17th day of October, 2025.
/s/ Losen Waters

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-531

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
NOTICE OF SALE 
Under and by virtue of the Consent Sum-
mary Final Judgment in the civil action 
First Federal Bank v. SME Dublin LLC, 
Mathis Family Holdings, LLC, Smisson 
Energy, LLC, Dawn Smisson Liipfert, Dr. 
Hugh F. Smisson, Smisson Mathis Energy, 
LLC, and Franklin Mathis, Civil Action No. 
23-CG-0486-JG, in the Superior Court of 
Laurens County, Georgia, as well as the 
power of sale contained in that certain 
Deed to Secure Debt from SME-Dublin 
LLC, to First Federal Bank dated July 15, 
2019, filed for record July 23, 2019, and 
recorded in Deed Book 2974, at Page 56, 
Laurens County, Georgia Records, said 
Deed to Secure Debt having been given to 
secure a Note dated July 15, 2019, in the 
original principal sum of Five Million Dollars 
and 00/100 ($5,000,000.00), with interest 
thereon as set forth therein, there will be 
sold at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash at the usual place for conducting 
Sheriff’s sales in Laurens County, Georgia, 
within the legal hours of sale on December 
2, 2025, the real property described in Ex-
hibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference.  
The debt secured by said Deed to Secure 
Debt has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events 
of default, non-payment of the monthly in-
stallments on said loan, and pursuant to the 
aforementioned Consent Summary Final 
Judgment. The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expenses of this 
sale, including attorney’s fees.
The individual or entity that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify all terms 
of the mortgage with the debtor is: First 
Federal Bank.  Please understand that the 
secured creditor is not required to negotiate, 
amend, or modify the terms of the mortgage 
instrument.

Said property will be sold “as-is” without 
any representation, warranty, or recourse 
against the above-named creditor or the 
undersigned, and subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes and/or assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and other matters 
of records, if any, having priority over this 
Deed to Secure Debt.
To the best of the knowledge and belief of 
the undersigned, the owner and party in 
possession of the property is SME-Dublin 
LLC, and/or tenant(s).
The sale will be conducted subject to (1) 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) 
final confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the Deed to 
Secure Debt.
First Federal Bank, as Attorney-in-Fact for 
SME-Dublin LLC

Plaintiff’s Attorney Contact:
C. Brent Wardrop
Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A.
365 Northridge Rd, Suite 230
Atlanta, GA 30350
Email: brent.wardrop@qpwblaw.com 

EXHIBIT “A”
Legal Description

All that tract or parcel of land situate, 
lying and being in the 52nd G.M. District 
of Laurens County, Georgia, containing 5 
acres, more or less, and being that five acre 
tract of land shown on that plat of survey 
prepared by Thompson Land Surveyors, 
Inc., dated March 11, 2008, and recorded 
in Plat Book 9, Page 379, Laurens County 
Records.  Said plat of survey is incorpo-
rated into this description by reference 
and reference is made thereto for a more 
accurate description of the property.  This 
property is known under the current 911 
addresses for Laurens County, Georgia, 
as 330 Dewey Warnock Road, East Dublin, 
Georgia, 31027.

Said property is better identified as Map 
201, Parcel 044-A by the Laurens County 
Tax Assessors

This being the same and identical property 
conveyed from IMOR PROPERTIES, LLC 
to SME-DUBLIN LLC by deed dated August 
24, 2018, recorded in Deed Book 2896, 
Page 273 of the records of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Laurens County, Georgia.

Subject Property Address: 330 Dewey War-
nock Road East Dublin, GA 31027

Parcel ID: 201 044 A

November 8, 15, 22, 29, 2025

25-539

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: LILLIAN MILINA BLANKS, a minor 
child
Civil Action File No. 25-CD-0911-JG 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 

NAME 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
LAURENS COUNTY 
Notice is hereby given that TASHIMA 
GREEN, the undersigned, filed her petition 
in the Superior Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia, on the 14 day of November, 2025, 
praying for a change in the name of a minor 
child from Lillian Milian Blanks to Lillian Milin 
Roman. Notice hereby given pursuant to 
law to any interested or affected party to 
appear in said Court and to file objections 
to such name change. Objections must be 
filed with said Court within 30 days of the 
filing of said petition.
This 14 day of November, 2025. 
Georgia Jeffcoat
Deputy Clerk of Laurens County
Superior Court

November 22, 29, December 6, 13, 2025

25-524

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF DONALD HUGH 

FOUNTAIN, DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 25-248

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION

NOTICE

To: EULITA KAY FOUNTAIN and to  whom 
it may concern:
MARCUS FOUNTAIN AND SARAH BAG-
GETT has petitioned to be appointed 
administrator of the Estate of DONALD 
HUGH FOUNTAIN, deceased, of said 
county.(The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with the 
Court on or before DECEMBER 1, 2025.
Be Notified Further: All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections. All 
objections should be sworn to before a 
notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-515

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF BOBBIE LEANN 

BLIZZARD, DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 25-238

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION

NOTICE

To whom it may concern:
Hailey Blizzard has petitioned to be 
appointed administrator of the estate of 
Bobbie Leann Blizzard deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver 
of statements, and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in OCGA 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before December 1, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections to the petition should be 
sworn to before a notary public or before a 
probate court clerk, and filing fees must be 
tendered with your objections, unless you 
qualify to file as an indigent party. Contact 
probate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees. If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date. If no objections are filed, the petition 
may be granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
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Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2025

25-545

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

EDDIE FREEMAN HOLLWAY vs. KAREN 
ANN BELL
CIVIL ACTION FILE NUMBER A 25-CD-
0852-JH

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE OF FILING OF COMPLAINT 

FOR DIVORCE FOR PUBLICATION

TO THE ABOVE REFERENCE RESPON-

DENT, KAREN ANN BELL:

By Order Permitting Service by Publication 
dated November 12, 2025 you are hereby 
notified that on October 24, 2025, Eddie 
Freeman Holloway filed suit against you 
for a Divorce in the Laurens County Su-
perior Court.
You may obtain a copy of this Summons 
and Complaint for Divorce from the Clerk of 
Superior Court in Laurens County or from 
the undersigned attorney’s office.
You are required to file your answer and 
objections to the Complaint with the Clerk 
of the Superior Court of Laurens County and 
to serve upon Petitioner at Steams-Mont-
gomery & Proctor, 291 SE Alexander 
Street, Marietta, Georgia 30060 an Answer 
in writing within Sixty (60) days of the first 
date of publication. 
This 13th day of November, 2025.
Respectfully Submitted, 
STEARNS-MONTGOMERY & PROCTOR

Marlys A. Bergstrom, Esq. - Marietta Office
Georgia Bar No 525521

Attorneys for Petitioner

THE RECORD

Sheriff Larry Dean reports 
the notice of sex offender moving 

into Laurens County:

Address:  300 Taylor Road 
DEXTER, GA 31019
Date of Birth: 06/28/1968
Time of Arrest: Unknown
Place of Arrest: Utah - Out of State

Crime: KIDNAPPING

Disposition: UNKNOWN

Date Placed on State Registry: 11/18/2025
For additional information regarding the  Georgia Sex Offender Registry -

 www.ganet.org/gbi or contact  Laurens County Sheriff’s Department  478-272-1522 

DISCLAIMER: OLGA 42-1-12(I)(3) STATES ”THE GOBI OR ANY SHERIFF MAINTAINING RECORDS REQUESTED 

UNDER THIS CODE SECTION SHALL RELEASE RELEVANT INFORMATION COLLECTED UNDER THIS CODE 

SECTION THAT IS NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC.” HOWEVER, BECAUSE THIS INFORMATION IS 

CONTINUALLY CHANGING, THE LAURENS COUNTY SHERIFFS OFFICE MAKES NO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED 

GUARANTEE CONCERNING THE ACCURACY OF THIS INFORMATION.



THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE AUGUST 20, 2025

ACROSS
1 Telephones
6 Corn on the __
9 NCAA basketball 

powerhouse, for 
short

14 So far: 2 wds.
15 Have bills to pay
16 __ del Carmen, 

Mexico
17 Upside-down 

cake fruit
19 Leaf-clearing 

tools
20 Jazz instrument, 

for short
21 Have a go at
22 Part of a house
24 Boston __ Party
25 Goalie’s 

protective gear
27 Open a crack
30 Tequila cocktail
35 Immature insect
36 Actor Esparza
37 Increased in size
39 Map out
40 Pre-finals 

tournament 
round

41 1958 Leslie 
Caron musical

42 TV shooting 
locations

43 Follow closely
44 Villainous
45 Bagel topping
48 Take a break
49 Great __ of 

China
50 Stomach 

muscles
52 Regrets
54 Had a meal
55 Close pal: Abbr.
58 __ Witch Trials
61 Huge spider
64 Unaccompanied
65 Fit for the 

occasion
66 Digestive tract 

part
67 Phone messages
68 “Sure!”
69 Assists

DOWN
1 Baseball hats
2 Nepal’s continent
3 Wildcat with a 

mottled coat
4 Gymnast Sunisa
5 Wyoming or 

Maine
6 Duplicate
7 Barn bird
8 Brewski
9 Commotion

10 Capri-like pants
11 Furniture 

hardwood
12 “Bill __, The 

Science Guy”
13 “Illmatic” rapper
18 Baby carriage
23 Iridescent gems
24 See-through
26 Work hard
27 Computer 

programs
28 Minty cocktail
29 Director Judd
31 Regions
32 Natural fiber

33 Crafty deceit
34 Official protection
38 Chamberlain of 

basketball
40 Fashion sense
46 Fancy feathers
47 Facts and figures
51 Seat in a dugout
53 Remain

54 Martial __
55 Male bovine
56 Box-office bomb
57 Sports lovers
58 Went unused
59 The “A” in IPA
60 Smoked salmon
62 Gibbon or gorilla
63 __ the line

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Created by Stella Zawistowski 8/20/25

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved

8/20/25
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Saturday, November 22, 2025

WITH BOB JONES

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ

Q 1 - Neither vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

♠ A 10 5 ♥ ♥ A K ♦ ♦ Q 9 8 6 ♣ A J 7 4

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1♦♦ 1♠ Dbl* Pass
?
*Negative
What call would you make?

Q 2 - North-South vulnerable, as 
South, you hold:

♠ J 9 ♥ ♥ 4 ♦ ♦ K 4 2 ♣ K Q 10 8 7 6 3

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
3♣ Pass 3♠ Pass
?
What call would you make?

Q 3 - East-West vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

♠ J 8 5 4 2 ♥ ♥ Void ♦ ♦ A J 9 8 6 4 ♣ J 7

Right-hand opponent opens 1C. 
What call would you make?

Q 4 - Both vulnerable, as South, you 
hold:

♠ K 7 ♥ ♥ A 6 4 ♦ ♦ J 9 6 3 ♣ 10 7 6 5

Partner opens 1NT, 15-17, and right-
hand opponent passes. What call 
would you make?

Q 5 - North-South vulnerable, as 
South, you hold:

♠ A K 10 3 ♥ ♥ J 7 4 ♦ ♦ K 7 4 ♣ A 10 5

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1NT Pass 2♥♥* Pass
?
*Transfer to spades
What call would you make?

Q 6 - East-West vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

♠ A Q J 7 ♥ ♥ 9 8 4 ♦ ♦ 7 6 ♣ A Q 7 5

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1♣ 1♦♦ 1♠ 2♠*
?
*Diamond fit, at least invitational 
values
What call would you make?

Look for answers on Monday.

(Bob Jones welcomes readers’ 
responses sent to Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC., 16650 Westgrove 
Dr., Suite 175, Addison, TX 75001.)

GOREN BRIDGE

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEVE  PASTIS

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY CHIP DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

 

PARENTS SEEM TO PUT 

OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS 

AHEAD OF SINGLE SON

 DEAR ABBY: I am 
40 and single, with no chil-
dren and no girlfriend. For 
many years, it has become 
increasingly di�cult to get my 
parents to come to my home 
for dinner. �ey live only 45 
minutes away. Both are retired 
and healthy. As anyone who 
knows me can attest, my home 
is always clean, smells great 
and I love to cook. 
 Abby, it's a miracle 
and an act of God when they 
�nally agree to a date and 
time to visit. I invite them for 
dinner at least three times a 
week (because they decline the 
�rst or second time), and it's 
months before they actually 
accept. It appears they just 
don't have the desire and it's 
hurtful. I have spoken to them 
about this, but it has gone 
nowhere. 
 Two weeks ago, they 
�nally agreed to come a�er 
a month or two. I was happy 
and excited, only to have them 
cancel midday. �ey seem to 
have no issue picking up one 
or both of my nieces once or 
twice a week, going to yoga, 
attending concerts or festivi-
ties, coming into the city twice 
a week, taking trips, etc. It feels 
like it's expected of me to go to 
their place and, if I refuse, it's 
always, "Oh, why?" 
 I have been the 
black sheep for 25 years, and I 
wonder if I were married and 
had kids, would Mom and 
Dad come over as they do with 
my brother and sister-in-law? 
What is your advice? -- HOME 
ALONE IN NEW YORK
 
DEAR HOME ALONE: If 
your parents are keeping up 
the travel schedule you have 
described, they are living full, 
busy lives. It may make more 
sense (in their view) for you 
to come to them. I detect a 
smidge of sibling rivalry in 
your letter. Because you can't 
force other adults to change 
their behavior, it might make 
sense for you to change your 
attitude about the family dy-
namic if that's possible. 
    
   
 DEAR ABBY: I'm 19. 
My father's mother has never 
been a grandmother �gure in 
my life. No healthy relation-
ship was ever formed. My dad 
says it was her fault, but she 
has implied that the fault lies 
with my mother. Dad's mother 
accepts close to zero responsi-
bility for the situation. 
 I recently, by acci-
dent, referred to her by her 
�rst name, and my aunt (Dad's 
sister) thought it was disre-
spectful. How can I politely 
make her understand that 
I wasn't being disrespectful 
because there is NO RELA-
TIONSHIP? I don't think 
anyone sees this from my point 
of view. �ere's an overwhelm-
ing consensus that I need to 
forgive and forget because she 
is technically my grandmother. 
I don't share this feeling. Any 
thoughts? -- TECHNICALLY 
THE GRANDDAUGHTER
 

      DEAR GRANDDAUGH-
TER: You do not have to for-
give and forget a grandmother 
who never tried to have a 
relationship with you. How-
ever, in order to keep peace 
in the family, you DO have to 
treat the woman with respect. 
A way to do that would be to 
use her honori�c and refer to 
her as "Grandma." 
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The Laurens County Library is 

looking for a full-time Library 

Assistant for the Children’s & 

Youth Services Department.

Some Saturday and evening hours 

required. Candidates must have at least a high 

school diploma or equivalent and be 

comfortable working with large groups of 

children. For more information, see the job 

description at: https://ocrl.org/employment . 

Benefits include State Health Insurance, 

Flexible Benefits, Annual Leave, and enrollment 

in the Teachers’ Retirement System of Georgia. 

Please send a resume, cover letter, and three 

work-related references to the Director of the 

Oconee Regional Library System at PO Box 

100, Dublin, GA 31040, or email them to 

employment@ocrl.org .

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com

 The Dublin City 
school board chair is re-
ally blaming others and 
not holding himself/other 
members accountable? He 
used poor grammar too. The 
city board/superintendent 
are responsible for the mon-
ey being gone!

 Only the elite want 
IGA open. My child was in 
the gifted program. I will 
guarantee her education was 
better than what the IGA are 
doing. And yes she did grad-
uate from DHS. Gifted kids 
need socialization.

 Well who told the 
board they did not have a 
deficit but was in the black? 
I bet my money that Fred 
did and they all asked for 
no proof because they voted 
yes on everything Fred pre-
sented to them. Kenny quit 
blaming everyone. No one 
is to blame but Fred and the 
board. 

 The citizens of Dub-
lin deserve some answers 
about the missing money 
from Dublin City Schools. 
The entire city school board 
needs to resign.

 I’m calling about this 
mess that the Dublin City 
School System has. And 
it is a mess. And I cannot 
understand why the GBI is 
not involved with this and 
finding the crooks. There 
are people losing their jobs 
and their insurance because 
of the people on the board. 
Where is the money? Where 
did it go? It is a shame what 
the board of education has 
done and nobody is doing 
anything. Every one of them 
should be fired and they 
should elect some new ones. 
Have a nice day. I’m sick of 
it!

 The city finally paved 
Madison Street and they 
wanted to celebrate. During 
the party the mayor, city 
council may want to remem-
ber the city has no school 
system, taxpayers who are 
left are facing another tax 
hike and the only businesses 
left in town are vape shops, 
liquor stores and Friend-
ly Gus. All we get from city 
leaders is apathy and finger 
pointing. By all means, cele-
brate the paving of a piece of 
street. 

 Ya’ll need to give 
Chairman Walters a 
break! I’m sure he’s ex-
hausted from blaming ev-
eryone but himself and the 
rest of the school board for 
the mess that DCS is in right 
now.

 I’m amazed: There 
are professional actors that 
can’t play the victim as well 
as Kenny Walters. Maybe he 
should be chairman of the 
Board for an acting school 
somewhere!

 I don’t know Kenny 
Walters personally, but I 
bet I can guess his political 
leaning. Let’s see…blame 

everyone except those re-
sponsible…it’s like the DNC 
sent an advisor down just 
for him.

 Mr. Walters, I assure 
you there is no one affili-
ated with Laurens County 
Schools that wants to see 
consolidation. Much less, 
actively trying to make it a 
reality.

 I wonder just how lit 
this years Christmas parade 
is gonna be? I’m thankful 
for everyone that commits 
to making floats, and for ev-
ery sparkling bulb!

 America’s birthday 
coming up…a big one! We 
should have a hot dog eat-
ing contest, water parade 
in Madison Street, old fash-
ioned picnic and bluegrass 
bands…good ol’ American 
fun! I’ll make an apple pie.

 Kenny Walters, your 
blaming the city and 
county for your incompe-
tence only proves you have 
learned nothing from the di-
saster caused by your board 
and superintendent. Real-
ly check: There is no city 
school system left to consol-
idate with anything. What 
happened to the $13 million 
Kenny? The city and coun-
ty didn’t take it. This train 
wreck is all yours. 

 In response to Thurs-
day’s Dublin paper article, 
please correct the grammar 
used by the Dublin School 
Board chairman when you 
quote him next time. Do 
him a favor.

 Lordy, Lordy, Lordy! 
That goal post sure keeps 
moving around. Maybe you 
ought to dig a hole and put 
it in the ground so that it 
won’t move no more.

 When will Kenny 
blame President Trump 
for the mess that the Dublin 
City School board is in? He 
has blamed the city, county, 
development authority and 
the tax office for their prob-
lems. He is now saying indi-
viduals are trying to consol-
idate the school. It was the 
interim school superinten-
dent and their attorney who 
brought up consolidation 
when they went to the com-
missioners to bail them out.

 What in tarnation 
are they doing downtown? 
Putting flower stuff in the 
middle of the road. I love 
flowers as much as the next 
person but it is in the way. 
It has messed up the whole 
block.

 That goes to show you 
how greedy Dublin is. They 
think they can spend their 
way out of inflation by taking 
more money, COVID money 
that is. That is what caused 
most of this problem. Be-
sides, all of the grants and 
COVID funds, and whatever 
they can get their hands on, 
they don’t realize there are 
other county schools in this 

state who got a lot less. But 
that just shows how greedy 
they are.

 Here is one for the 
board and Kenny Walters, 
“What we have here is a fail-
ure to communicate.” 

 Watch out county. 
You are heading toward 
the Dublin School System 
where they keep raising our 
taxes. We don’t have kids in 
school, but we are steadily 
paying taxes. Why not add 
another penny to SPLOST 
so we could do away with 
school taxes?

 You really need to do 
some research on the dam-
age that balloon releases do 
to wildlife and the environ-
ment. There are other ways 
to do something to honor 
the person who died. This is 
not to slam the person who 
died, but balloons do such 
terrible damage.

 You say they keep 
moving the goal post, but 
you have not found the pot 
of gold yet.

 Hey Towns man 
you’ve gone from gambling 
man to a preacher man.

 I hope Matt Hatchett 
and the state board chair-
man Woods will get to see 
the story in the paper from 
the Dublin City Board chair-
man said about his actions. 
I hope they will see what the 
taxpayers are having to deal 
with. The board needs to 
be replaced and the school 
needs to be consolidated.

 Thanks a lot Laurens 
County School Board. I 
don’t have a child in school, 
but I’m paying for some-
body.

 Is there any partic-
ular reason the Christmas 
banners down town are 
green and orange instead of 
red? It's especially ugly with 
the red bows on the poles to 
show the contrast.

 Dear Kenny Walters: 
here’s a thought: Fire the 
worthless central office and 
keep the teachers. That’ll 
save more than $2 million. 
Why is there a central office 
left? They should have been 
the first to go. 

 I rode down Madison 
Street today. It is nice. And 
the brick roadway is beauti-
ful. But there’s no shopping. 
No stores to browse in. So 
much time and money spent 
on an area that doesn’t have 
much to give. I sincerely 
hope some businesses will 

want to move or open up 
something new soon.

 So they have done 
some paper shuffling and 
completed an audit due 
2 years ago. I don’t see any-
thing showing where the 
$13 million went. No ex-
planation. No indictments. 
They cut teachers and not 
central office so we’re still 
overstaffed. They haven’t 
scratched the surface of $13 
million. But we still have 
coaches and athletics. The 
only answer they have is 
give us more money after 
the 25% tax increase. Not 
another dime. Fire and ar-
rest the whole system. 

 So, the clowns waited 
for the ESPLOST to renew 
before going to the "candy 
jar" for a 3.5% max-out of 
property taxation. Nothing 
should be given to keep the 
city schools alive. Give it to 
the county!

 It is apparent that the 
city cannot operate a school 
system. The board members 
are not qualified to handle 
business in a efficient man-
ner in the best interest of 
the students, teachers & tax-
payers!

 Please, give the en-
tire public school system to 
the Laurens County Board 
to run. They, too, spend way 
too much, but are qualified 
to run a system on budget 
and can (and will) tell you 
where the $$ went!

 Has anybody thought 
about the coach’s salary? 
That needs to be looked 
into.

 If the school board 
is accepting private money 
from donors, they can be 
bought.

 Let’s keep up with 
the math, if private donors 
fund position for the Dub-
lin City Board of Education, 
what happens one year from 
now?

 If the private donor 
is contributing to the IGA, 
and the other students and 
teachers don’t benefit from 
this, this is not right.

 How long will it be be-
fore the bricks on Madison 
Street look like the bricks on 
the sidewalk of Bellevue Av-
enue?

 On Nov. 18, someone 
mentioned that we should 
build murder prevention fa-
cilities. What is that? I have 
never heard of that before. I 
would think that recreation 
facilities would help to curve 
the crime rate. But I read in 
the next post that we have 
more than ever and we are 
still having murders. What’s 
the answer? I say, if possi-
ble, having two God-fear-
ing parents in a home who 
teach their children right 
from wrong. That’s where 
we should all start - in the 
home.

 
 Please stop doing 

balloon releases. What 
goes up must come down 
and balloons are a threat 
to many animals who com-
monly mistake them for 
food or get entangled in the 
ribbons which can lead to 
starvation, injury or death. 
They also contribute to our 
disgusting litter problem.

 Watch out for the 
penny for your thoughts, 
inflation strikes again with 
the cessation of minting 
the penny. A nickel for your 
thoughts, or how about a 
dime? The cost for your 
thoughts is going up.

 The Tell It! claims 
'poverty doesn't cause 
crime, crime causes pover-
ty' is not only categorically 
false, but shows how uned-
ucated Dublin-Laurens cit-
izens are. Go read a book. 
Try the library, it's free!

 Citizens of Dublin, 
the Katherine Gray center 
is open daily. Food, cloth-
ing, and other activities for 
all races. Stop by and see for 
yourself without a spirit of 
fear. God is with you always 
there.

 Challenging all 
sports departments in 
Laurens County. Coaches 
get your teams to clean up 
on the weekend venues they 
like to frequent. Help clean 
up private property parking 
lots or your neighbors yard.

 This penny tax will 
soon be a nickel tax. Now, 
there is no longer a making 
of that penny.

 All of you voters need 
to reconsider the way you 
vote. Vote these clowns out 
during the next election cy-
cle.

 Somebody gave the 
city of Dublin a bunch of 
money and wanted to be 
known as anonymous. Boy 
that seems awful funny to 
me.
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 Visit Dublin GA unveiled 
the installation of selfie 
stations placed in four lo-
cations around Downtown 
Dublin, Georgia. 

Strategically placed in 
Downtown's most photo-
graphed and picturesque 
locations, these stands, de-
signed to hold a cellphone 
horizontally or vertically, 
are available for free use by 
visitors and locals alike.

During a conference held 
in Gwinnett County, Miri-
am Lewis and Arilyn Erick-
son, Executive Director and 
Project Manager of Visit 
Dublin GA respectively, dis-
covered a cute little picture 
frame with instructions on 
how to place your phone 
to get the best picture with 
an adorable sweets mural 
background. 

After further investiga-
tion, they found that these 

frames were scattered 
across the city of Duluth in 
front of art, historical build-
ings, and gorgeous land-
scapes. 

The Visit Dublin GA crew 
began to ponder how they 
could implement a project 
like this in Dublin. With 
the creative help of Good 
Grit Agency and the print-
ing prowess of Dublin Sign 
Company, the Dublin Selfie 
Stations were born!

After designs were com-
plete, the next phase was 
finding those perfect spots 
to get selfies in Dublin. 
The first location was obvi-
ous:  

The brand new postcard 
mural that the University of 
Georgia Archway Program 
designed for Downtown. 
On Sept. 22, the first Dublin 
Selfie Station was installed, 
and it quickly started to 
gain organic traction. Three 
more stations were placed 
around Downtown Dublin 

at the following locations: 
Jackson Plaza, Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Monument 
Park, and Theatre Dublin.  
 "As the tourism mar-
keting for Dublin-Laurens 
County, we really want to 
showcase what Dublin, Ga. 
has to offer while also creat-
ing a fun experience for our 
visitors and our commu-
nity," says Miriam. "These 
first four selfie stations 
highlight places where we 
know people love to take 
pictures, but as we expand 
past Downtown, we hope 
to utilize these stations as 
tools of exploration and cu-
riosity."

"When I moved here in 
2008, Downtown Dublin 
wasn't giving the vibes of 
other cutesy small towns I 
would visit," recalls Arilyn. 
"After the years of renova-
tions, revitalization, and 
tender love and care the 
city, development author-
ity, and other partners put 

into creating what Miriam 
and I would call the "Gilm-
ore Girls aesthetic," all 
that hard work needs to be 
shown off. And what better 
way to do that than to give 
people interactive photo-
shoot opportunities!"

Each selfie station has a 
QR code that links to Vis-
itDublinGA.org, so tour-
ists not only get a souvenir 
photo with their phone, but 
also information about local 
destinations and events.  
 The plan going forward 
is to create more designs for 
these selfie stations and to-
scatter them across Dublin 
at popular and not as well 
know points of interest.

If you run across one of 
these selfie stations and get 
a super cute shot, use the 
hashtag #DublinGA and 
tag @visitdublinga on Ins-
tagram, and you just might 
get featured in their story.

Visit Dublin GA unveils four selfie stations in downtown
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD

Three of The Courier Herald news reporters found the selfie 
station near the new mural in downtown Dublin. From left: 
Payton Towns III, Rodney Manley and Kyle Dominy/PAYTON 
TOWNS III

 The Dublin City Coun-
cil will hold a special called 
meeting at 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, Nov. 25. The agenda 
follows:

 - Call to order
 - Invocation and Pledge 

to Flag
 - Discussion and action 

on resolution #25-57 for the 
2025-2026 city of Dublin 
School district final tax mill-
age

 - Discussion and action 
on resolution #25-59 to au-
thorize an encroachment an 
easement to Laurens IS24, 
LLC

 - Discussion and action 
on resolution #25-61 to ap-

prove an application for the 
One Georgia Disaster Relief 
Grant for improvements to 
Ferry Branch Sewer main

 The Town of Cadwell will 
hold a council meeting on 
Monday, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m. at 
the Cadwell Town Hall. The 
agenda follows:

 - Call meeting to order
 - Invocation
 - Approval of minutes
 - Approval of financial 

statement
 - Old business
 - New business
 - Comments
 - Acknowledge visitors
 - Adjourn

NEWS DIGEST

ATLANTA — A manda-
tory cellphone ban could be 
coming for all public high 
schools in Georgia after the 
positive outcomes reported 
by schools that have already 
implemented such policies.

A new state law will re-
quire every public elemen-
tary and middle school in 
the state to lock up students’ 
phones and other personal 
devices starting next fall, 
but many already have such 
policies in place, including 
at high schools.

Teachers have reported 
strong support, with 92% 
backing an extension of the 
ban to high schools, accord-
ing to a survey of 3,000 edu-
cators by Georgia Southern 
University detailed at a state 
Senate hearing Wednesday.

And educators and ad-

vocates who testified re-
counted similar enthusiasm 
at their schools and among 
parents.

Teachers and adminis-
trators have seen academic 
gains accompany the silenc-
ing of phone notifications. 
Studies show distractions 
bump minds off task, send-
ing students’ minds career-
ing. Banishing cellphones 
has also removed a tool 
used by miscreants to bully 
peers, coordinate fights and 
unleash other mayhem.

Students behaved better 
at Lakeside High School in 
DeKalb County when the 
phones were taken away last 
year, and they interacted 
with each other more, said 
Susan Stoddard, the prin-
cipal there. “You heard the 
joyous fun of school in the 
hallways. They were talking 
to one another,” she said.

The district experiment-
ed with phone bans at sev-
eral schools, then measured 
the impact.

“It was transformational 
academically, behavioral-
ly and socially,” Stoddard 
said, noting that prior to 
implementation, classroom 
observers had counted an 
average of 16 notifications 
on each student’s phone ev-
ery half hour.

That added up to near-
ly 300 disruptions per 
classroom each half hour, 
she said. Similarly, Mari-
etta City Schools banned 
phones in middle school 
last year. Superintendent 
Grant Rivera said district 
surveys found near-univer-
sal approval among teach-
ers. He said the students 
themselves reported a 22% 
improvement in classroom 
behavior in the Georgia 
Student Health Survey, an 

annual questionnaire ad-
ministered by the Georgia 
Department of Education.

Rivera’s enthusiastic 
testimony about the policy 
during the legislative ses-
sion last winter may have 
helped to convince lawmak-
ers to back the lower grades 
prohibition. House Bill 340 
passed with broad bipar-
tisan support. Rivera said 
Wednesday that he needed 
a similar ban at the high 
school level but lacked com-
munity support for it. Too 
many parents had grown 
accustomed to reaching 
their teens, he said.

He wished lawmakers 
luck if they tried to extend 
the prohibition. A refrain 
among critics of a high 
school ban is that parents 
need to be able to reach 
their kids if a shooter enters 
the building, a concern am-
plified by what happened at 

Elementary, middle school cellphone bans proving popular, as debate moves to high schools
Apalachee High School last 
fall. Police counter that cell-
phones make schools less 

safe in an emergency by dis-
tracting students from fol-
lowing instructions.

By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service
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 A new “gold rush” is on 
in the U.S., experts say, and 
the Peach State is at the top 
of the mining efforts.

This time, the mines are 
rural land — areas that are 
ripe for the development 
of data centers. These vast 
warehouses, which store 
everything from emails, 
digital photos and Netflix 
hits, are needed in this digi-
tal age and especially as the 
popularity of artificial in-
telligence services increase, 
said Kembley Lingelbach, 
an information systems se-
curity professor at Middle 
Georgia State University in 
Macon.

Property developers are 
on the hunt for “gold” — 
fresh acreage — across the 
nation, she said, a prospect 
that excites officials hungry 
for economic development 
wins. On the other hand, 
some residents — horrified 
after hearing tales of envi-
ronmental woes linked to 
these operations — shiver at 
the thought of data centers.

Lingelbach said ware-
houses storing electronic 
data aren’t a new innova-
tion, but they’re receiv-
ing more attention due to 
ramped-up building efforts. 
Companies once housed 
data in on-premise server 
rooms, she said, but consol-
idated data storage — a cen-
tralized location for multi-
ple data sources — became 
the norm as organizations 
moved to cloud-based stor-
age.

The professor, who 
worked in a data center 
at Robins Air Force Base 
in Houston County for 30 
years, said cloud-based stor-
age isn’t somewhere high 
above our heads; rather, it’s 
located in data centers like 
the one recently pitched in 
Twiggs County. In Septem-
ber, officials there approved 

rezoning nearly 300 acres of 
land for such a center. Ea-
gle Rock Partners, based in 
North Carolina, is the proj-
ect’s developer.

The data center, which 
comes with a multibil-
lion-dollar price tag, will 
be built in the county’s Dry 
Branch community. Rep-
resentatives from the de-
veloper — and the county 
— have promised the proj-
ect will bring 600 jobs to 
the rural area, but residents 
are skeptical of the center’s 
promised benefits, higher 
electricity bills and environ-
mental impacts, a subse-
quent loss of farmland, and 
the county government’s 
perceived rush to approve 
the build.

The environmental con-
cerns can be traced to sto-
ries coming from areas like 
Mansfield, Georgia, located 
in the northcentral portion 
of the state. Meta, the social 
media giant, is building a 
massive data center there, 
and construction site neigh-
bors have complained of ad-
verse effects like murky well 
water.

Mansfield resident Bev-
erly Morris said in a BBC 
interview that she is afraid 
of drinking her water since 
the Meta project started 
construction. Meta, for its 
part, commissioned a study 
to check if construction had 
caused groundwater con-
tamination. The study said 
the construction had caused 
no adverse effects to the ar-
ea’s water.

After Twiggs County of-
ficials approved that data 
center project, some county 
residents — including Lin-
gelbach — banded together 
and sued the commission. 
Their lawsuit alleges that 
county officials failed to fol-
low their own rezoning pro-
cedures while also skipping 
out on a state survey of the 
center’s multi-county im-

pact.
Lingelbach said techno-

logical innovations — re-
cent AI advancements, the 
growth of cloud storage ser-
vices and the rise of crypto-
currency, a form of decen-
tralized virtual money — are 
behind the push to develop 
“hyperscale” data centers, 
or warehouses that are mas-
sive in size, efficient in scope 
and have mostly automated 
operations.

She said she knows these 
innovations require support 
— including infrastructure 
to power them — but added 
that regulation of those bas-
es are needed.

“You don’t want to lock 
things down so that you 
can’t be innovative, but you 
do have to regulate them,” 
she said.

Balancing innovation 
and impact

To develop those regu-
lations, policymakers need 
to zoom out and look at the 
long-term impacts of data 
centers, said Adaline Buer-
ck, an assistant professor of 
environmental engineering 
at Mercer University in Ma-
con.

She said she teaches 
her students about the tri-
ple bottom line, a business 
framework that measures 
impacts in three areas — 
people, planet and prosper-
ity. In her opinion, sustain-
able developments should 
enhance the social, environ-
mental and economic as-
pects of a community.

Buerck said local officials 
should press data center de-
velopers on sustainability 
details. Policymakers need 
to know where developers 
plan to build and why they 
picked that location, if they 
choose to use abandoned 
buildings or occupy green 
spaces, the proximity of the 
project to other buildings, 
and what types of energy 

will power the data center, 
she said.

If officials fail to ask 
those questions — or take 
the answers seriously — 
Buerck warned new data 
centers could upset the bal-
ance between a communi-
ty’s social, environmental 
and economic well-being.

Billions invested, 
benefits close 

to home
The economic benefits 

associated with new data 
centers outweigh possible 
negative impacts, said Chris 
Clark, CEO of the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce.

The head of the state’s 
economic development 
agency said data center 
companies invested $40 
billion in the state in 2025, 
making Georgia the nation’s 
No. 2 destination for data 
center investment, behind 
Virginia.

He predicts the Peach 
State will remain as one of 
the nation’s Top 5 data cen-
ter host states.

“These data centers 
wouldn’t be here if there 
wasn’t consumer demand,” 
he said.

Clark said that, if Geor-
gians and Americans in 
general turn away data cen-
ters, they will have to rely 
on overseas operations. He 
said data centers are “not 
huge job creators,” but they 
do generate some high-pay-
ing jobs in fields like engi-
neering while also boosting 
property tax revenues.

He said he believes data 
centers have minimal im-
pacts on roads and bridg-
es — especially when com-
pared to an industrial site 
or shopping center — and 
that concerns about rising 
electricity bills have been 
addressed.

Clark said officials have 
made it clear that data cen-
ters must shoulder their 

own energy bills, which is 
another concern aired by 
residents throughout the 
state.

“They have to pay their 
own way now in Georgia. 
That’s a very, very import-
ant point that seems to get 
lost out there,” he said. 

He predicts other con-
cerns — including environ-
mental impacts — will less-
en as data center developers 
become better stewards of 
their resources and more 
involved community part-
ners.

Joshua Wilson contrib-
uted to this report. Wilson 
and reporter Evelyn Da-

vidson are employees of 
the Georgia Trust for Lo-
cal News. This report was 
originally published in the 
Georgia Trust’s Macon 
publication, The Macon 
Melody.

Editor’s note: Professor 
Kembley Lingelbach, who 
is among the plaintiffs in 
a lawsuit against Twiggs 
County related to the pro-
posed data center, was 
interviewed for this story 
only to provide regional 
context and background on 
data center operations. She 
had no editorial role or in-
fluence in this publication’s 
reporting on the lawsuit.

 The Rose Hill Baptist Church will be sponsoring a 
youth rally for Christ at noon on Nov. 23. Everyone is in-
vited. 

 The First Rehoboth Baptist Association will hold its 
Annual Candlelight Service on Sunday, Dec. 7 at 4 p.m. 
The guest speaker will be Reverend Carl Rollins, Pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Stapleton, Ga. and Blount Chapel 
of Vidette, Ga. Pastor Rollins also serves as moderator of 
the Walker Baptist Association and vice president of the 
Eastern Region of the General Missionary Baptist Con-
vention. Missionaries' Attire: red with a silver corsage. 
Layman's Attire: black with a red tie. The service will be 
held at the Rehoboth Center, 811 First Rehoboth Baptist 
Road. Montrose, Ga. Everyone is welcome. 

 The Rose Hill Baptist Church will hold its pastor’s 19th 
anniversary at noon on Dec. 14 with Pastor Gregory Jons 
and Laurens Hill Baptist Church in charge of the service. 
Everyone is invited. 

 Religion Digest is for special services and events at 
our local churches. Please send in announcements to 
tchnewsreporter@gmail.com by 9 a.m. every Thursday 
to appear in the upcoming Saturday edition of The Cou-
rier Herald. 

RELIGION DIGEST

In Georgia's digital gold rush, data centers are the new frontier
By EVELYN DAVIDSON
Georgia Trust for Local News
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While there has been no 
formal agreement, it ap-
pears from a brief survey 
that Dublin Merchants will 
take Thursday off .

Without exception, those 
to whom the matter was 
mentioned said that they 
will certainly be closed on 
Thanksgiving Day.

Grocery advertising for 
the week will appear in Fri-
day's issue of the Courier 
Herald, as there will be no 
paper on Thanksgiving.

The Post Offi  ce will be 
closed also, being a national 
holiday in conformity with a 
Proclamation by the Presi-
dent

"All rural and city deliv-
ery will be suspended, and 
the post offi  ce windows will 
be closed, except General 
Delivery and stamp window 
for two hours, from 9:00 to 
11:00 a.m. only.

"Patrons are requested 
to make note of the closing 
and transact necessary post-
al business on Wednesday," 
Postmaster M.J. Guyton 
stated.

P.O. RECEIPTS GAIN
Receipts at the Dublin 

Post Offi  ce surged ahead last 
month with a gain of 28 per 
cent over the same month a 
year ago, Postmaster M.J. 
Guyton revealed today.

Post Offi  ce receipts are 
generally taken to indicate 
fairly accurately business 
conditions in a community.

Receipts for October 
1940 were $3,247.38. For 
the same month in Octo-
ber 1939, the receipts were 
$2,621.38.

This was an increase of 
$626.01, or 23.8 per cent.

17 DUBLIN GUARDS 
PROMOTED

Ft. Jackson, South Caro-
lina

Seventeen enlisted men 
of Dublin's two units of the 

121st Infantry, National 
Guard companies converted 
into the Army of the United 
States on September 16 by 
mobilization of the 30th Di-
vision have been promoted 
within the past several days, 
orders received by Company 
K and by Headquarters De-
tachment of the Third Bat-
talion, as revealed today.

Held up until the inten-
sive training program could 
be well launched, the pro-
motions include one staff  
sergeant, fi ve sergeants, 
and 10 corporals. Two of the 
promotions are in Head-
quarters Detachment, and 
the remaining 15 are in 
Company K.

Corporal Addison Sav-
age was promoted to staff  
sergeant in Headquarters 
Company to fi ll a post called 
for when the strength of the 
unit was increased from 10 
men to 11 men. 

To fi ll the vacancy caused 
by the promotion of Ser-
geant Savage, Private First 
Class Emil Tindol was pro-
moted to corporal. In Com-
pany K, the promotions 
were as follows:

To be sergeants:
Corporal Thomas W. 

Couey
Corporal Julius C. Ed-

wards
Private First Class Cleve-

land A. Warren
Private Ernest M. Mc-

Gowan
Private First  C. Mc-

Gowan
To be corporals:
Private First Class Ar-

thur J. Adams
David G Daniel, Jr.
Hershel L. Daniel
Willie T. Holmes
Ernest H. Lee
George W. Prior 
George B. Stinson
Wilbur M. Witherington
Hilton C. Wood
Cary H. Braddy
Staff  Sergeant Bennett 

Carroll of Headquarters 
Detachment is attending 

a three-month Motor Me-
chanics school at the Ft. 
Benning Infantry School. 
Sergeant Carroll left at the 
middle of October for Ft. 
Benning.

3 CARS SENT TO 
HAPEVILLE

Rev. R.W. Eubanks, Pas-
tor of Jeff erson Street Bap-
tist Church and Chairman 
of the Committee  that loads 
the rail road cars for the 
Hapeville Baptist Orphans 
Home, is well pleased with 
the response of the Laurens 
County Baptist Association 
this year. He said that Dex-
ter Baptist Church made the 
largest contribution, valued 
at $200.00, and that out of 
35 churches in the group, 30 
of the pastors gave valuable 
aid in gathering the contri-
butions and helping load 
the cars.

The total contribution, 
$1,613.23, was very satis-
factory, and three cars were 
sent, although the third car 
was not quite full.

"During the 21 years that 
I have looked after  load-
ing cars, Henry Roach has 
helped faithfully," said Rev. 
Eubanks. And for he past 
several years Ralph Foun-
tain has been of much help. 
A growing interest is seen in 
this work all over the Asso-
ciation, and our thanks are 
extended to all those who 
helped. This time every-
thing was  fi rst class pro-
duce and it consisted more 
largely than ever of corn. 
There were no inferior gifts 
contributed," he noted.

The list of the churches 
responding and the amount 
of cash and value of the pro-
duce from each church fol-

lows:
Antioch         $77.65
Bethesda        $41.95
Bethlehem       $67.30
Bethsaida       $87.03
Blue Springs    $28.20
Blue Water      $44.37
Brewton         $18.80
Cadwell         $34.80
Centerville     $47.20
Dexter         $200.00
Dublin, First  $111.29
Dudley          $70.50
Jeff erson St. $118.87
Marie          $100.21
Montrose        $14.55
Mt. Carmel      $74.21
Mt. Zion        $55.28
New Bethel      $53.61
Oconee           $9.95
Olivet          $42.95
Pleasant Hill   $49.52
Pleasant Springs    $11.75
Popular Springs (N) 

$73.80
Popular Springs (S) 

$19.20
Rentz           $44.15
Rock Springs    $46.25

Shady Grove     $16.99
Snow Hill       $12.80
Union Springs   $10.65
White Springs   $28.80
Total Value   $1613.23

CANNED GOODS 
DELIVERED HERE
A part of the million cans 

of mixed vegetables which 
three chain stores have 
contracted for with Georgia 
farmers were delivered to-
day by Mr. and Mrs. Ches 
Flanders of near Kite, who 

were accompanied to Dub-
lin by Miss Maggie Bethea, 
Johnson County Home 
Demonstration Agent.

Thirty-one cases of 24 
cans to the case were deliv-
ered to Rogers Store here by 
Mr. and Mrs. Flanders.

The project, according to 
Miss Bethea, is being car-
ried out all over Georgia. 
Rogers, A&P, and Piggly 
Wiggly stores have agreed 
to take a million cans of the 
mixture.
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The address for the Tur-
key giveaway at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday will be at the Old West 
Laurens Middle School,  338 
W. Laurens School Road. 

CORRECTION

Most businesses to close for Thanksgiving

LOOKING BACK... 
85 YEARS AGO 

By HARRIETT CLAXTON

NOVEMBER 22, 1940
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 On Thursday, Morris Bank's website 
had information telling customers that 
there would be no disruption of services 
and to continue conducting business as 
usual as the merger is finalized. 
 "As we united our two institutions, we 
strengthen our ability to serve people and 
businesses in communities across the state 
of Georgia," McConnell said in a state-
ment. "After years of knowing one another 
and working together on industry issues, 
we are thrilled to bring our teams togeth-
er. More than ever before, this partnership 
allows us to focus on continued growth 
by sharing our core banking services with 
more community customers."

MORRIS BANK
Continued from page 1

middle will be the ballfields which will be 
fully renovated.”
 An area including pickleball courts, ten-
nis courts and multipurpose field which can 
be used for different purposes.
 “The concept design part looked fantas-
tic,” Kight said. “We want to bring Dublin 
Construction Co. in an early stage so they 
can find ways to make the project as cost ef-
fective as possible. They will start working 
immediately with our engineers and land-
scape architects to get a timely plan for the 
park that is buildable and then we want to 
break ground and get this thing going.” 
 A group of four finalists were selected 
to be interviewed based on their qualifica-
tions. Following the interviews, each one 
submitted their fee schedule proposal for 
this project. The evaluation committee rec-
ommended Dublin Construction because 
they have significant construction experi-
ence, there will a number of specialty sub-
contractors that will be used and their fee 
was the lowest.
 To start the meeting, the council heard 
some good news from Daniel Gaddis, De-
partment of Community Affairs-planning 
program coordinator, who presented the 
mayor and council with its PlanFirst Desig-
nation for 2026-2028.
 “You are being recognized with this for a 
fourth time, which is a record,” Gaddis said. 
“This application period was competitive as 
we received 22 applications and over 50 lo-
cal governments around the state checked 
their eligibility.” 
 This designation will last for three years, 
beginning on Jan. 1, 2026. The designation 
recognizes the hard work of local govern-
ments in successful comprehensive plan 
implementation.
 “It acknowledges your community's 
commitment to identifying opportunities 
and setting goals to move your community 
forward,” Gaddis said. “Since the PlanFirst 
program in 2015, the Department of Com-
munity Affairs have established a way of 
highlighting exemplary communities work 
on specifically the comprehensive plan and 
engaging their public.”
 The comprehensive plan is a guiding 
long-range document that communities use 
to ensure future development will happen 
where, when and how the community de-
sires.
 Council approved a resolution for TE-
FRA (Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility 
Act of 1982) approval, allowing CurePoint 
Cancer Center to go from a for-profit busi-

ness to a non-profit. The loan will be issued 
through TEFRA which will allow for the 
interest on the note to be federally tax ex-
empt, Kight said.
 “To do a tax exempt bond under TEFRA, 
you have to have the approval of every city 
that hosts a cancer clinic that is converting 
to a non-profit,” he said. “The bond is being 
issued out of Wisconsin and it’s for a large 
number of cancer centers and one of those 
is CurePoint. The federal law says if you are 
going to use (TEFRA) to get your federal 
tax exempt bonds, then you’ve got to get 
approval from the host city. This is not any 
of the city’s money and there’s no obliga-
tion of the city. They just want to make sure 
that the people of Dublin had an opportu-
nity to know what is happening and make 
comments on it. From the council’s point of 
view, this is positive because it makes sure 
radiation oncology is available within Dub-
lin so people don’t have to travel to get that 
cancer treatment.”
 In other business, the council:
 - Approved a storm drain replacement 
contract for Cypress Drive to Total Earth 
Services for $40,936. The city replaced a 
section of storm drain pipe that ran across 
Cypress Drive in 2023. A section further up 
this line towards Cordelia Drive is failing 
and needs to be replaced.
 Money left in the 2006 SPLOST will be 
used since it was within one of the projects 
listed on the referendum. 
 - Approved a resolution to establish a 
schedule of fees to include the addition of 
park and special events. These will be mi-
nor changes that are either putting into 
writing the fees the city has been changing 
or adjusting through the years.
 - Heard the first reading of ordinance 
#25-17 to rezone parcel from single family 
residential to professional at 1521 Rice Ave.  
The proposed use is for a child day care. 
 - Heard the first reading of ordinance 
#25-18 to establish administrative varianc-
es. 
 - Heard the first reading of ordinance 
#25-19 to revise zoning regarding area, 
yard, height requirements to help clean 
up some discrepancies in the city’s zoning 
code. The second reading and public hear-
ing on all of these ordinances will be held 
during the Dec. 11 meeting at 5:30 p.m.
 “We had these ordinances with the pur-
pose of all of these to cut red tape and allow 
for business and housing development,” 
Kight said. “One of the main objections we 
hear about in building housing is red tape. 
A lot of things in the cost of housing we 

can’t control. We can control red tape. 
 "Our goal is to work with our city plan-
ner Sharon Eveland to find every place 
that we can to cut the red tape and allow 
developers to come in and build new hous-
ing or renovate existing housing within the 
city limits of Dublin. I expect that we will 
continue to have zoning and planning or-
dinances at each of our council meetings 
going forward. We want developers, and 
people who are interested in renovating 
houses or interested in building houses 
in the city to come to us and tell us where 
they are seeing a problem in the ordinanc-
es. We want to change those so that we will 
have a more favorable environment in the 
city.” 
 - Kight presented the election results 
from last Nov. 4 election.

CITY COUNCIL
Continued from page 1

them to overcome,” Shiver 
read. “Two months later, 
the trial was over and the 
judge was ruled for the chil-
dren to be returned to the 
parents with no oversight. 
I could not believe the rul-
ing.” 
 This led Waters to get 
more involved, leading her 
to Georgia CASA. 
 “I advocated that these 
children deserved better, 
and we as a community, 
have the power to make it 
happen,” Shiver read. “Ev-
eryone who carried this 
program through 30 years 
matters. There will always 
be challenges before us, but 
without a doubt, you have 
moved the bar and have 
made a difference.”
 Sherry Carnes, a CASA 
volunteer, thought about 
many things when asked 
to speak. She said there is 
no greater joy than to be a 
CASA volunteer.
 “Each time they called 
me about a case, or I heard 
about a child placed in fos-
ter care, I think - who am I 
not to go,” Carnes said. “I 
know how to advocate and 
fight for children. … It’s not 
easy. It’s a challenge but it’s 
worth it. To see the children 
at first be afraid and don’t 
know what to say, but I keep 
showing up. I tell them if 
there is something I can do, 

I will help. I keep showing 
up, loving the children and 
never giving up. If I can say 
anything about CASA, job 
well done.”
 Dana and Blaine Oxford 
shared their story. The cou-
ple have been foster par-
ents and have never told 
TLC CASA no. They have 
three children they adopted 
through foster care.
 “I believe God puts you 
where you are meant to be,” 
Dana said. “Throughout our 
journey, I have seen it over 
and over.”
 Dana talked about their 
journey, adopting three in 
2017.
 “CASA played a vital 
road, but because of them, 
I was in the right place at 
the right time,” Dana said. 
“Because of CASA we had 
the support and knowledge 
to say yes when it mattered 
most. Because of CASA, we 
have the family we were al-
ways meant to have. What 
(CASA) does change lives 
and our family is proof of 
that.”
 State Rep. Matt Hatchett 
acknowledge the CASA vol-
unteers who daily fight for 
the children who have no 
one to fight for them. 
 “You are taking care 
of the most vulnerable,” 
Hatchett said. “It is incred-
ible to be serving in all 15 
counties. Thank you all for 
your time.”

TLC CASA
Continued from page 1

the house or other structures. And test the 
oil level by filling the fryer with water first 
and putting the turkey in to see how high 
the water rises toward the brim of the fryer. 
This will let people know how much oil they 
need and will keep it from overflowing.
 The chance of a house fire is more than 
three times the daily average on Thanks-
giving Day. Cutler said cooking is the main 
cause of house fires on that day.
 “It accounts for more than 73 percent of 
the blazes,” the chief said.
 Other common cooking-related issues 
includes unattended cooking because peo-

ple are easily distracted because more peo-
ple are in the house at one time. It is easy to 
lose track of cooking times.
 “People need to stay in the kitchen while 
they are cooking,” Cutler said. “Let the fam-
ily know that until the food is done cook-
ing and the equipment is turned off, do not 
leave the kitchen. We want everyone to have 
a safe Thanksgiving.” 
 Green wants people to remember that 
Fairview Park Hospital’s emergency room 
is open 24/7 every day of the year.
 “We have medical and healthcare pro-
fessionals ready to serve,” she said. “We just 
want to remind everybody to be safe during 
the holidays.” 

FRYING TURKEY
Continued from page 1
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