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Local organizations re-
cently teamed up to partner 
with two reading programs 
to help bring the impor-
tance of reading to local 
students.
 2fficials with the city
of Dublin, Dublin City 
Schools, the Laurens Coun-
ty Commission and the 
Laurens County School 
System are partnering 
with Ferst Readers and the 
Mayor’s Reading Club to 
expand early literacy op-
portunities for young chil-
dren across the communi-
ty. Both groups, and local 
officials made trips to Susie
Dasher Elementary School 
and Southwest Laurens El-

ementary School on Dec. 
10.
 $t both events� officials
met with students and 
Dublin Mayor Joshua Kight 

read a book. Afterwards, 
the students received a free 
book from Ferst Reading, 
which provides free month-
ly books and parent en-

gagement tools for children 
from birth to 5 years old. 

"Advancing childhood 
literacy in Georgia begins 
with strong community 
partnerships, and we are 
proud to stand with state 
and local leaders to bring 
this important literacy day 
to Dublin,” said Davida 
Morgan Washington, CEO 
of Ferst Readers.

The Mayor’s Reading 
Club encourages family 
reading and civic engage-
ment. Dublin City Schools 
and the Laurens County 
School System continue 
to expand structured liter-
acy instruction and early 
learning readiness through 

A teacher whose job was 
one of more than 50 elimi-
nated midcontract by the 
Dublin City Board of Educa-
tion testified in court Tues-
day about the emotional, 
physical and financial toll
the cash-strapped district's 
budget cuts have taken on 
employees.

Ashley White, a former 
art teacher at Hillcrest Ele-
mentary, is suing the school 
system for reinstatement 
and damages� Schools offi-
cials contend the system is 
broke and that the cuts are 
crucial for the system's sur-
vival.
 White testified in Superi-
or Court this week that she 
was let go in early October 

after refusing to resign as 
school officials tried to cut
into a projected almost $19 
million deficit� She recalled
reporting to work Oct. 9 on 
an in-service day, leaving 
and then finding herself
locked out of the building 

until a co-worker let her in.
"In about an hour or so 

they came to my classroom 
and told me that the previ-
ous day was supposed to be 
my last day and they were 
collecting my keys and my 
badge," White said.

 She testified that since
then� she has struggled fi-
nancially — to the point 
of not being able to afford
her daughter's daily seizure 
medicine – and that her 
own health has suffered�
with the stress aggravating 

an existing condition and 
resulting in five trips to the
emergency room.

White and four oth-
er teachers have filed suit
against Dublin City Schools 
through the Professional 
Association of Georgia Ed-
ucators, claiming breach 
of contract� School officials
claim its reduction-in-force 
policy allows the termina-
tions mid-contract because 
the system has no money.

"We wouldn't be able to 
make it," interim School Su-
perintendent Marcee Pool 
testified� �We wouldn
t have
enough to make payroll. 
That's why we're getting the 
state advances, to pay pay-
roll and other bills."

The school system has 
received more than $3 mil-
lion in advances of state 
Quality Basic Education 
funding and is seeking a 
fourth advance for Decem-
ber's bills. If approved, the 
system would not receive 
any more state funding for 
the current school year after 
February.

Neither side could pro-
duce a legal precedent of a 
school board firing teachers
mid-contract without cause, 
and both sides agreed that 
White had a spotless work 
record. Judge Jud Green 
said he will issue a ruling 
later, but still shared some 
strong opinions in court 
about the school board and 
district
s troubling financial
history and current situa-
tion.

"The interim superinten-
dent says it was misman-
agement. That's being very, 
very kind. This is unprece-
dented," Green said.

"There have been a lot 
of families and people de-
stroyed by the board's 
spending habits. A lot of 
people have been hurt 
around this area. It came 
out in Ms. White's testimo-
ny ��� can
t get the tire fi[ed�
can't take her medicine. It's 
all because of the Dublin 
School District."
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Fired teacher faces Dublin City Schools in court

/PAYTON TOWNS III

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

SCHOOL HEARING
Continued on page 11

State investigators were 
called to look into a fatal 
fire early Wednesday morn-
ing on Clover Street in East 
Dublin.

According to Bryce Raw-
son, director of legislative 
affairs for the 2ffice of ,n-
surance Commissioner 
-ohn )� .ing� its office was
requested to assist in the 
fire at wood-sided bacNyard
shop which was being used 
as a dwelling.
 The cause of the fire was
undetermined, though no 

foul play is suspected at this 
time, Rawson said.

Laurens County Depu-
ty Coroner Nathan Stan-
ley believes the victim is a 
39-year-old man from East 
Dublin. He said a neighbor 
called Laurens County 911 
around 3:45 a.m. Wednes-
day about a fire at ��� &lover
St.

“There was a shelter out 
back at this residence that 
was completely engulfed 
with fire�´ Stanley said� ³East

 The Governor¶s 2ffice of +igh-
way Safety announced that the Dub-
lin Police Department is one of 26 
law enforcement agencies in Geor-
gia to receive a Highway Enforce-
ment of $ggressive Traffic �+E$T�
grant for federal fiscal year �����
which began Oct. 1 and ends on 
Sept. 30, 2026.   

The DPD’s award totals $124,624. 
The HEAT Unit will use the grant to 
develop and implement strategies 
to reduce local traffic crashes due
to aggressive and dangerous driving 
behaviors.

The goal of the HEAT program is 
to combat crashes, injuries and fa-
talities caused by impaired driving 

and speeding, while also increasing 
seat belt use and educating the pub-
lic about traffic safety and the dan-
gers of DUI.

“Crash data shows enforcement 
and education of traffic laws are two
of most effective countermeasures
to help our state and nation reduce 
crashes and eliminate deaths and se-
rious injuries on our roads,” said Al-
len Poole, director of the Governor’s 
2ffice of +ighway Safety�  ³Each life
saved on our roads is one less fami-
ly that will have to live with the pain 
of losing a loved one whose life was 
taNen from them in a traffic crash
that was completely preventable.”

HEAT grants fund specialized 
traffic enforcement units in counties

throughout the state. The program 
was designed to assist Georgia ju-
risdictions with the highest rates of 
traffic crashes� inMuries and fatalities
with grants awarded based on im-
paired driving and speeding data.

Dublin Police Chief Keith Moon 
presented statistics in response 
to the success of the HEAT grant 
awarded to the DPD.

“During the period Oct. 1, 2024, 
to Sept. 30, 2025, there were 960 
seatbelt contacts made, 1,468 speed-
ing contacts were made, 120 DUI 
contacts made� and ��� distracted
driving contacts,” Moon said. “The 
HEAT Unit is also extremely active 
in the community, in events like 
the Dublin Teen Driving Class and 

events to educate the public on seat-
belt and child safety. This has been 
made possible by the HEAT grant.”

As law enforcement partners 
in the Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over DUI campaign and the Click 
It or Ticket seatbelt campaigns, the 
Dublin Police Department will also 
conduct mobilizations throughout 
the year in coordination with Gov-
ernor¶s 2ffice of +ighway Safety¶s
year-round waves of high visibility 
patrols, multi-jurisdictional road 
checks and sobriety checkpoints.

For more information about 
the H.E.A.T. program or any other 
GOHS campaign, visit www.gahigh-
waysafety�org or call ����� ���-
6996.

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER HERALD

Laurens County Schools 
teachers and employees 
received an early Christ-
mas present in the form of 
a $1,200 bonus during the 
district's board of education 
meeting held Tuesday.
 Superintendent &lifford
Garnto proposed the bonus 
for -an� �� +e met with fi-
nance director Mary McCol-
lough, and they agreed they 
were in position to fund the 
bonuses.

“We thought this would 
be a great gesture,” Garnto 
said. “They will be paid at 
the rate at which they are 
employed. If they are a full-
time employee, they will get 
the full bonus, and if they 
are a 49 percent, they will 

get 49 percent of that.”
Before going into exec-

utive session, board chair-
man Jarvis Wilcher asked 
Garnto to step to the front to 
be presented with a plaque.

“On behalf of the board, 
we wanted to thank you for 
your years as superinten-
dent,” Wilcher said. “You 
were chosen as superin-
tendent in 2020 and it has 
been a great run since I’ve 
been here. I want to thank 
you and appreciate every-
thing you have done.” 

At the beginning of the 
meeting, Tony Johnston 
was elected to serve as the 
board chair for 2026 while 
Kenny Payne was selected 
as the vice-chair. 

County school board 
approves $1,200 
bonus for employees
By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

COUNTY SCHOOLS
Continued on page 12
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Reading programs combine to help students at two schools 
By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter
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Continued on page 12
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The Courier Herald office will 

observe reduced hours on 

Wednesday, December 24th, 

and be closed on Thursday 

December 25th and Friday, 

December 26th.  

PLEASE NOTE:

Your Thursday, December 24th and 

Saturday, December 27th editions 

will be a combo paper.

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year

JOHNSON
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding

Bobcat Service • Lot Clearing

- INSURED -

Tree & Stump Removal

478-275-8003
Home

478-279-1709
Truck

Annie Lee Tharpe
Funeral services for An-

nie Lee Tharpe, 90, of Dub-
lin, will be held on Saturday, 
Dec. 20, 2025, at noon, at 
the Springhill Missionary 
Baptist Church, 494 Ever-
green Road in Dublin. In-
terment will follow in the 
church cemetery.

Annie Lee Tharpe was 
born in rural Laurens Coun-
ty, Georgia, on Monday, 
Sept. 16, 1935. She worked 
in agricultural and domestic 
services for many years.

She was raised by her 
loving grandparents, Fronie 
and Ben Coney are now 
both deceased. Ms. Tharpe 
was devoted to the Lord 
Jesus Christ and was a life-
long member of Spring Hill 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
She passed away on Dec. 11, 
2025, in Fayetteville, Ga. 
She was preceded in death 
by her mother, Rosa Lee 
Willie Thorpe, and by fa-
ther, George Tharpe.

She is survived by her 
children, Timothy Tharpe, 
and Jeanette (Damien) Law-
horn, grandchildren, Taylor 
Thorpe. Gabrielle Lawhorn 
and Jia Tharpe, and by a 
host of cousins who were 
so close as if they were sib-
lings. She was a symbol of 
strength, resilience and un-
conditional love who will 
forever be in our hearts

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin

OBITUARIES
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Mrs. Ladale “Dale” 
Cravey Braden, 72, of Rhine, 
Ga. died Wednesday, Dec. 
17, 2025.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 20, in Rhine Baptist 
Church, with interment in 
Bay Springs Cemetery in 
Rhine, Ga.

She is survived by her 
sons – Joey Braden (Felicia) 
and Jason Braden (Joni); 
grandchildren – David, 
Carter, Owen and Olivia; 
great-grandson – Weston; 
brother – Eddie Cravey 

Ladale "Dale" 
Cravey Braden

Huey Greg Canady

Graveside funeral ser-
vices for Huey Greg Canady, 
72 will be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 20, 2025, at 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Rev. Nate Dooley 
and Rev. Matt Haywood will 
officiate�

Mr. Canady was born 
May 29, 1953, in Dublin, 
Georgia. He was the son of 
the late Merideth Drexel 
Canady. He worked for the 
Dublin City School System 
and retired from the Lau-
rens County School System. 
He was a Special Ed teacher, 
coach and administrator. He 
coached the 1996 and 1997 
Irish Girls Softball State 
Championship teams. He 
also worNed as a bailiff for 
the Laurens County Court-
house, and a poll worker at 
the 5egistrar¶s 2ffice and the 
voting precinct. He served in 
the United States Air Force. 
He was a member of Liberty 
Church. Mr. Canady passed 
away Wednesday, Dec. 17, 
2025, at his residence fol-
lowing an extended illness.

Mr. Canady is survived by 
his wife, Billie Ann Canady 
of Dudley; his mother, Bet-
ty Outlaw Canady of East 
Dublin; a son, Bo (Angela) 
Canady of Perry; a daughter, 
April (Max) Nolan of Paso 
Robles, Calif.; a sister, Kathy 
Canady (Steve) Warnock 
of Macon; two brothers, 
Shannon (Krystal) Canady 
of Montrose and Shawn 
&anady of East Dublin� five 
grandchildren, Taylor Harp-
er, Cal Nolan, Conner Nolan, 

Natalie Kate Nolan, Haleigh 
(Justin Burke) Albritton; 
two great-grandchildren, 
Wren and Bentley; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Pallbearers will be David 
Davis, Tim Myers, John My-
ers, Clay Hall, Davy Outlaw, 
and Dwayne Outlaw.

The family will receive 
friends from 10 a.m. until 
11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 20, 
2025, at Bethlehem Baptist 
Church Cemetery.

The family would like to 
extend a special thank you 
for the compassionate care 
we received from Georgia 
Hospice Care and the family 
would like to extend many 
thanks for the compassion-
ate care we have received 
from Ashley Vickers, Bailey 
Cannon, RN and team at 
Georgia Hospice Care, Ra-
chel Singletary, PA and her 
team, Hawkinsville Health 
Care and Liberty Church 
Family.

,n lieu of flowers the 
family asks that donations 
be made in memory of Mr. 
Canady to LBCDublin.com/
give to the legacy offering 

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the 
Online Register Book please 
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com.

(Barbara); and sister-in-law 
– Carolyn Williams Cravey.

The family will receive 
friends in Rhine Baptist 
Church from 10 a.m. - 11 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 20.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home    of Eastman 
has charge of arrangements.                                         

Joyce Maxine King

Joyce Maxine King, 
passed away peacefully on 
Dec. 17, 2025, in Dublin, 
Ga., at the age of 90. Born 
on Feb. 24, 1935, in Lyons, 
Ga., Joyce was the cher-
ished daughter of the late 
Hubert Young and Clara 
Bell Bush. She was also the 
loving granddaughter of 
George and Annie Young, 
and Jordan and Alice Bush, 
and the beloved niece of her 
special aunt, Alice Young, 
all of whom predeceased 
her. Joyce's life was marked 
by the deep bonds of family, 
including her late husband, 
Larry King, with whom she 
shared a lifetime of memo-
ries.

Joyce's legacy continues 
through her devoted chil-
dren, Gail Durden (Wil-
son) of Helena, Ga., and 
Ricky Richardson (Alex-
ia) of Dublin. She was the 
proud grandmother to Hope 
Salyer (Rob) of Eastman, 
Clarissa Abbott (Brent) 
of Helena, Nicole Phagan 
(Stephen) of Cochran, Jon 
Eric Richardson of Valdo-
sta, Lindsey Richardson of 
St. Louis, Mo., and Hannah 
Surine (Matt) and Sarah 
Shiver, both of Dublin. Her 
joy was multiplied with the 
birth of each of her sever-
al great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren, 
who will carry her spirit 
forward, life long friends, 
Sue and Steve Lindsey and 
Karole Davis.

She is also survived by 
her brother, Maxwell Young 
(Judy) of Vidalia and her 
niece, Tammy Young, who 
will remember her fondly 
for her loving guidance and 
thoughtful nature.

Joyce dedicated many 
years of service as a phys-
ical therapist at the Carl 
Vinson VA Medical Center, 
where she touched the lives 
of countless individuals with 
her care and expertise. She 
was a member at the First 

Christian Church, where her 
faith-filled presence was a 
source of comfort and inspi-
ration to many.

Those who knew Joyce 
will recall her passion for 
cooking, which was just one 
of the ways she expressed 
her love for family and 
friends. A strong woman 
who loved being in control, 
Joyce was the matriarch 
who brought people togeth-
er, creating a warm and wel-
coming atmosphere that will 
be deeply missed.

Joyce’s family would like 
to personally thank Georgia 
Hospice and Twelve Oaks 
Assisted Living for their lov-
ing care.

Services will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 20, 2025, at 
2 p.m. in the Mary Whitaker 
Townsend Memorial Chap-
el at Townsend Brothers 
Funeral Home. Burial will 
follow at Hardens Chapel 
Cemetery. Rev. Billy Glos-
son will officiate� The family 
will receive friends on Satur-
day from 1 p.m. until service 
hour at the funeral home.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com 
for service updates and to 
sign the online memorial 
register.

Mary T. Haywood, 90, 
of Macon, Georgia, passed 
away on Saturday, Dec. 13, 
2025.  

 Mary was born on June 
14, 1935, in London, En-
gland. As a child, she was 
evacuated from London 
during WWII to the country-
side and lived at a convent 
during the war years. After 
the war, she met her future 
husband James Haywood 
who was stationed in Lon-
don with the US Air Force.

She and her husband 
lived at Otis Air Force Base 
in Massachusetts before 
moving to Georgia. She 
moved with her family to 
Dublin, Georgia in the late 
1960s.

 Mary was a gifted artist 
and taught many students 
how to paint at her home 
studio. She took great pride 
in restoring old paintings 
that had been damaged. 
Mary also loved music 
and enjoyed singing with 
friends. She also expressed 
her creativity through a va-
riety of arts and crafts, in-
cluding knitting, crocheting, 
and sewing.

Mary moved to Macon in 
2016 and lived at John Wes-
ley Villas. She will be missed 
by her family and the many 
new friends she made in her 
senior living community.

Mary is survived by 
her sons, Kevin B. Hay-
wood (Felicia) of Macon 
and Ian Haywood of Rich-
mond, Kentucky; and her 
two grandchildren.  She is 
the widow of James Wesley 
Haywood.

In honor of Mrs. Mary, 
please donate to Kitty City, 

Mary T. Haywood

at http://www.kittycityca-
trescue.com/donate.  

Sardis Heard Funeral 
Home, 6125 Houston Road, 
Macon, Georgia 31216, has 
charge of the arrangements. 

Mrs. Judy Smith John-
son Garrett, 82, passed away 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2025, at 
Atrium Health Navicent 
Medical Center.

Mrs. Garrett was born 
May 30, 1943, in McRae, 
Georgia. She was the daugh-
ter of the late Preston Al-
bert Smith and Molly Lu-
cile Towns Smith. She was 
also preceded in death by 
her two husbands, Vernon 
Leonard Johnson and Rob-
ert Clinton Garrett and her 
daughter, Pamela Denise 
Sellars. She was a retired 
Registered Nurse where she 
worked for numerous hospi-
tals. She moved to Laurens 
County in May of 2017 after 
living in McRae, Georgia for 
the past 74 years. She was 
a member of Dublin First 
Church of the Nazarene 
where she helped with Sun-
day School. She was a mem-
ber of the Rotary Club in Tel-
fair County. She was loving 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. 
She loved her church and 
absolutely enjoyed making 
food for the sick and elderly 
neighbors. 

Mrs. Garrett is survived 
by her daughter, Vick-
ie (Wayne) Moody; two 
stepsons, Bobby (Debbie) 
Garrett and Joe (Caroline) 
Garrett; a daughter-in-
law, Kim Garrett; a broth-
er, Benny (Debbie) Smith; 
8 grandchildren, and 18 
great-grandchildren. 

At Mrs. Garrett’s wish-
es she will be memorialized 
by cremation and no formal 
services will be held.

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the 
Online Register Book please 
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com.

Judy Smith 
Johnson Garrett
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Several thousand per-
sons jammed streets ad-
jacent to the Court House 
Square here late yesterday 
as the Christmas season 
was ushered in with exer-
cises marking lighting of 
the city in holiday fashion 
and the unveiling of a repli-
ca of the Bethlehem Scene.

Many of them remained 
until into the night, some 
of them visiting stores and 
shops to make Christmas 
purchases to get the holiday 
buying under way.

As the throngs milled 
about the Square to view 
the display - by far the most 
elaborate ever undertak-
en here and probably the 
most outstanding in any 
city of its size in the state of 
Georgia - carols were car-
ried through out the entire 
business area over a loud 
speaker system installed in 
the Court House tower.

Earlier, in a program 
broadcast over middle 
Georgia, the Laurens Coun-
ty Schools' Drum and Bu-
gle Corps and the Dublin 
High School Band had pre-
sented a concert from the 
grandstand constructed at 
the main entrance to the 
grounds, and the Rev. W.A. 
Kelley, Presiding Elder of 
the Dublin Methodist Dis-
trict, had addressed the as-
semblage on the story of the 
Birth of Christ.

Miss Mae Hightower, 
daughter of R.H. Hightow-
er, Dublin theatre manager 
and general chairman of 
the event, threw the switch 
that lighted the scene just 
as darkness settled over the 
city.

Streets adjacent to the 
Square were closed for traf-
fi c so that the thousands 
standing in the streets 
could hear the program and 
view the scene.

Dr. C.H. Kittrell, Pres-
ident of the Dublin Lions 
Club, was the Master of 
Ceremonies and said in his 
opening remarks, "We have 
assembled here this season 
to dedicate the most im-
pressive Christmas display 
our community has ever 
had.

�This magnifi cent show-
ing has been made possible 
by the united eff ort of the 
people of Dublin and Lau-
rens County.

"It demonstrates to us 
the value of co-operation, 
and we hope this will be the 
beginning of a new era of 
harmony and understand-
ing among us all.

"In these times of ha-
tred, war, and violence to 
religious freedom, we think 
it is very important that our 
people should place greater 
emphasis upon the obser-
vance of the spiritual sig-
nifi cance of the &hristmas 
season."

CAROL PROGRAM 
The Carol Program will 

begin on Monday after-
noon at 4:30 and continue 
through 5:30 in the after-
noon of December 23.

General Chairman Bob 
Hightower stated that out 
of town buses will bring the 
school children to the high 
school campus at 3:30 in 
order that those taking part 
in the carol singing may be 
organized and arranged in 
marching order by the time 
the program begins.

First grade children who 
will sing the opening num-
ber may report at the Court 
House lawn and not at the 
high school.

The Christmas lights 
over the city, around the 
Court House, at McCall's 
Point, and at the library will 
be turned on at the close of 
the program.

Hundreds of out-of-
town guests are coming to 
town daily, and more are 
expected on Monday for 
this program.

Traffi  c regulations 
which will be in eff ect 
from 3 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. 
during the Christmas pro-
gram on Dublin streets as 

announced by Chief of Po-
lice J.W. Robertson are the 
following:

"On Bellevue and Jack-
son streets� traffi  c will be 
blocked from Maiden Lane 
to the Court House.

"On Academy and Jack-
son streets� traffi  c will be 
blocked from Rowe Street 
to the Court House.

�2n -eff erson Street� 
traffi  c will be blocNed from 
Hicks Drug Store across 
to Westbrook Store; also 
on -eff erson from 0orris 
Motor Co. across to Tindol 
Brothers.

"All east and west bound 
traffi  c between 5owe and 
Franklin streets will travel 
on Madison      Street.

"All east and west bound 
traffi  c between 0aiden 
Lane and Franklin streets 
will travel on Gaines 
Street."

Chief Robertson added 
that no cars left parked in-
side the blocNed off  areas 
could be moved between 
3:00 and 7:30 p.m., so that 
anyone who wished to move 
their autos during this time 
should get them out be-
fore the 3:00 p.m. deadline 
when the blocN off  begins�

COTILLION BALL 
CLIMAXES XMAS 

FESTIVITIES
Brilliance and charm 

characterized the setting 
for the Dublin Cotillion 
Club Ball in the Woman's 
Club House where several 
hundred members of the 
Club and their guests en-
joyed the annual Christmas 
ball given by the Club.

Varicolored lights en-
twined with smilax and a 
huge red bow on the door 
of the club house greeted 
guests as they arrived.

A Directorie motif was 
artistically presented in the 
decorations of the spacious 
clubrooms, with red drapes 
at the sides of windows 
and white swags over the 
tops of them, forming the 
background for the colorful 
Christmas decorations.

Overhead, chandeliers 
were hung with clusters of 
silver bells and smilax en-
twining the chains to the 
ceilings.

Ropes of red colors hung 
with silver icicles extended 

from the chandeliers to cor-
ners of the room, forming a 
canopy over the dancers. 

An arch of smilax cov-
ered with silver icicles 
was arranged behind the 
orchestra, and soft lights 
twinkled merrily as the 
musicians rendered dance 
music for the lovely young 
ladies and their escorts.

In the reception room, 
the mantel was covered 
with silvered snow, and a 
tall red candle on each end 
of the mantel shelf gleamed 
brightly. A lighted wreath 
centered the chimney and 
was tied with a bow of red 
ribbons.

In the refreshment 
room, a table was overlaid 
with a snowy white cloth, 
which had a wide red satin 
band down the center and 
lighted red tapers in silver 
candlesticks arranged at 
two ends.

Hor'oevres and iced 
drinks were served during 
the evening.

Miss Frances Lanier, 
President of the Cotillion 
Club, and Miss Marga-
ret Watkins, Secretary 
and Treasurer, assisted by 
members of the club, re-
ceived the guests and the 
specially invited parents of 
the members.

Miss Lanier wore an 
evening gown of white net, 
the snug bodice having sil-
ver threads, and the volu-
minous skirt was formed of 
layers of net. Her corsage 
was red rose buds.

Miss Watkins was 
gowned in red crepe fash-
ioned with graceful full skirt 
and fi tted waist� 5hinestone 
clips at the neckline formed 
the only trim.

Dean E. Dreyer of Atlan-
ta planned the decorations.

FIRST BAPTIST 
CANTATA

Members of the choir of 
the First Baptist Church will 
tell the beautiful Christmas 
story in song at the morn-
ing hour of worship in the 
church on Sunday at 11:30.

The complete program 
for the morning service is 
this: 

Prelude - "The Holy 
City"  Mrs. F.R. Zetterower, 
Organist

"Doxology" - Assembly

Invocation - Dr. C.D. 
Graves, Pastor

Hymn, No. 284 - Assem-
bly

2ff ertory -�There Were 
Shepherds" Miss Leah 
Kittrell, Violin and Mrs. 
F.R. Zetterower, Organ

Come and Worship: 
"The Voice of Prophe-
cy: "How Beautiful on the 
Mountains"

Scripture Reading - Dr. 
Graves

"Come, Thou Long Ex-
pected Jesus." 

"O Little Town of Beth-
lehem"

Scripture Reading- Dr. 
Graves 

"And There Were in 
That Same Country"

"Suddenly There were 
Angels"

"Glory to God in the 
Highest"

"Arise. Shine. Come and 
Adore Him."

Benediction - Pastor
The members of the 

choir are these:
Sopranos:
Mrs. Sam Swinson
Mrs. M.Z. Claxton
Mrs. W.S. Reese
Mrs. T.T. Williams
Mrs. T.E. McDaniel
Miss Louise Rountree
Miss Ann Cochran
Miss Eunice Powers
Miss Dorothy Black
Miss Maud New Shep-

ard
Miss Bonita Chivers
Miss Rose Waldron
 Altos:
Mrs. Guy Cochran
Mrs. Fred L. Brown
Mrs. D.G. Adams
Miss Flora Turlington
Tenors:
Baum Wilkes
W.S. Reese
Vivian Register
Basses: 
C.W. Walters, Sr.
C.W. Walters, Jr.

James Townsend
Forest Townsend
Jim English
Director: S.V. Conyers

JEFFERSON STREET 
NIGHT CANTATA
On Sunday evening, at 

the regular hour of wor-
ship, beginning at 7:30, the 
&hoir of -eff erson Street 
Baptist Church will present 
the Christmas message in 
song. "The Music of Christ-
mas" by Wilson has been 
chosen as the Cantata for 
this annual musical pro-
gram, which will be broad-
cast.

Prelude - Mrs. James 
English, organ; Miss Leah 
Kittrell, violin

Prologue - Choir
Solo - "Ave Maria" - 

Charles Alexander
"Holy Night" - Choir
"He Shall Feed His 

Flock" - Alto obligato solo , 
Mrs. Fred Brown, and Choir

"Come, Tho Long-Ex-
pected Jesus" - Bass obliga-
to solo, Edgar Evans, and 
Choir

"Oh, Little Town of 
Bethlehem" - "Good Tid-
ings" - Soprano solo, Miss 
Maybelle Stith and two-
part chorus and choir

Violin solo - Miss Leah 
Kittrell

"Glory Be to God" - 
Women's three part chorus 
and choir

"The Magi" - Men's Uni-
son Chorus and choir

"Little Lord Jesus" - Alto 
solo, Mrs. Estelle Neal

2ff ertory
"In Our Hearts" - Sopra-

no solo, Mrs. Paul Alexan-
der

"The Living Stone" - 
Choir

Benediction - Rev. R.W. 
Eubanks, Pastor

Benediction Response - 
Choir

Crowds throng here for display

LOOKING BACK... 
85 YEARS AGO 

By HARRIETT CLAXTON

DECEMBER 20, 1940

 Mrs. Peggy Baisden of 
Dublin passed away on 
Thursday, Dec. 19, 2025. 
Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete but will an-
nounced later.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.

OBITUARIES

Peggy Baisden

 Funeral services for 
Mrs. Johnnie Bell Jordan 
(Wright) Bey of Macon, 
Georgia, will be held on Sat-
urday, Dec. 20, 2025, at 2 
p.m. at the Mitchell Grove 
Baptist Church, 78 Mitch-
ell Grove Church Road in 
Wrightsville.  Rev. David 
Hall will deliver the eulogy.   
Interment will follow in the 
church cemetery.

Johnnie Bell Jordan was 
born in Wrightsville, John-
son County, Georgia, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 19, 1951, 
to Lillie Bell (Cason) Jor-
dan and Johnny Jordan, Sr. 
She attended Dock Camp 
School of Johnson County. 
She had several jobs which 
she was known for. She was 
employed by Mohawk, she 
was a substitute teacher for 
the Johnson County School 
system. She was the editor 
and chief of the Rainbow 
Observer Newspaper, and 
she was employed by the 
Hope Home of Dublin, and 
she was a &ertifi ed 1ursing 
Assistant.

Johnnie was united in 
holy matrimony to Bobby 
Wright.

Mrs. Jordan passed away 
on Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her husband, 
her only brother, Alfonza 
Cason, her aunts, Rose Z. 
Atkins, Ella M. Robinson, 
Marie Aycox, and by her un-
cles, Mose Cason, Sr., Floyd 
Cason and Carther S. Cason 
Jr., and her niece, Nikki 
James.

She leaves to mourn her 
children, LaRissa Wright, 
Anthony Wright, Syreeta 
(Randy) Martin, all of Dub-
lin. Letitia Wright of Macon, 
Sandra (Duane) Wright, 
Sabrina Wright of Tampa, 
Florida, Demetre Wright 
and Travis Wright of Dub-
lin, Constantine Williams 
of Dublin. Tishanda Lew-
is of Alabama, and Aireal 
Simmons of South Caro-
lina, nieces, Freda Taylor, 
Trish Ann (Wyman) Brant-
ley of Dublin, Joyce Beat-
ty of Jacksonville, Florida,  
Sheila Cason of Florida, 
and Denise “Niecy” Gam-
ble of Palm Beach, Florida, 
nephew, Swayze Montford 
of Florida, grandchildren, 
Jamese Ricks, Jazuyn Ricks, 
Diamond Wright, Drayton 
Wright, Ishaaq (Anna) Dun-
lap, Temprance Anderson, 
Randy Martin Jr, Ariel Mar-
tin and Layla Martin. Na-
Kiya Redding, Robert Hol-
loway, Lauryn Holloway, 
Tristan Wright, Amari and 
Ki’ asia Davis, and Trelanni 
Wright, and  great-grand-
children, Jaiden and Aurrie 
Ricks, Bryce Wright, Brylic 
Peele, Ja’kai Brown, Journ-
ee, Chance, Aubree and 
Nicholas Mitchell, sister-in-
law, Edith W. Cason, a de-
voted friend, Juanita McK-
enzie, and a host of other 
cousins, relatives, friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online as Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.

Johnnie Bell 
Jordan Bey
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In this column’s home 
newspapers, Christmas 
comes one week from today.

I hope you are ready.
If you aren’t, you still 

have time to get that 
last-minute shopping (or 
last-minute letter to Santa 
Claus) taken care of.

If you are, then sit back 
and coast.  Make sure the 
tree is up and decorated, 
the stockings are hung by 
the chimney with care (now 
where have I heard that be-
fore?), and that your holi-
day repast is planned and 
underway.

Since I won’t see you 
here again before the hol-
iday� let me be the first 
among others to wish you 
a very Merry Christmas!  
Now, your gift from me ... 
trivia.  Enjoy!

Did you know …
« a scientific term e[ists 

for the “pins and needles” 
feeling you get when your 
foot goes to sleep?  It’s called 
temporary paresthesia and 
is the result of pressure on a 
nerve.  (Yes, I had the nerve 
to say that.)

… you may know some-
one who practices hippolo-
gy?  No, that person doesn’t 
study hippos.  They study 
horses.  (I leave it to you to 
figure out why the study of 
horses is called hippology.)

… the CIA used a classic 
novel to try and undermine 
communism?  During the 
1950s, the Central Intel-
ligence Agency launched 
balloons bearing copies 
of the novel Animal Farm 
from West Germany, send-
ing them into the nations 
behind the Iron Curtain.  
The plan was for the novel 
by George Orwell (1903-
1950), a thinly-veiled par-
ody of communism, to be 
read by people in Commu-
nist nations and get them 
to question the party line.  
(Maybe if they’d not sent the 
books in English, it might’ve 
worked.)

… pinball was once 

banned in New York City?  
The game involving metal 
balls� flippers� bumpers and 
other noise-making gizmos 
was made illegal by Mayor 
Fiorello LaGuardia (1882-
1947) in 1942.  LaGuardia 
said the game robbed school 
children of their nickels and 
dimes and led to other forms 
of gambling.  The mayor led 
police raids through the 
city, seizing and destroying 
the offending machines�  
The ban remained in place 
until 1976.  (Notice they 
waited until the game cost 
quarters instead of nickels 
and dimes.)

… a popular singer’s 
guest-star appearance on 
a television series was not 
seen by many viewers?  
During the brief run of the 
1961 dramatic series Bus 

Stop, singer Fabian (born 
Fabian Forte, 1943) was 
advertised as the guest star 
on one episode.  Teenybop-
pers an[iously awaited his 
appearance, but in many 
markets the episode was not 
shown.  Why?  Because in 
the episode, titled “A Lion 
Walks Among Us,” the sing-
er played a psychotic killer, 
and many affiliates chose not 
to run the show due to its vi-
olent content.  For his part, 
Fabian has always said he 
considered his performance 
in that episode the best act-
ing work he had done, and 
the show – though not seen 
everywhere – did a lot to 
bring respect to his acting 
career.  (Odd things happen 
at the bus stop.)

Now ... you know!

Sometime about 1977, 
when this chaplain was still 
in the U.S. Army Chaplaincy 
and was stationed in Michi-
gan, my wife and I attended 
an evening church service in 
Detroit.

It was during that eve-
ning service that a gentle-
man by the name of Stuart 
K. Hine was introduced to 

the congregation as a for-
mer English missionary to 
the Ukraine, then a republic 
within the USSR (Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics), 
who translated into English 
the majestic hymn "How 
Great Thou Art."

Hine walked to the cen-
ter of the platform and sang 
to the glory of God and ma-

jestic  hymn of faith.
The original poem was 

written by a 26-year-old 
Swedish pastor named Carl 
Boberg (1859-1940), who in 
1886, found himself caught 
outside in a violent thun-
derstorm. 

He took refuge under a 
tree until the storm passed 
by.

Then, as he observed the 
bright sunshine, the beauty 
of the earth, and the sing-
ing of the birds, he fells on 
his knees in adoration and 
penned the poem that was 
first named �2 Store Gud� 
("O Mighty God").

$n e[isting Swedish folN 
song became the melody for 
his poem, and a wonderful 
hymn was born.

The hymn was translat-
ed into German, then into 
Russian, and then into En-

glish by Hine and his wife 
who were serving as English 
missionaries in Russia at 
that time.

+e e[panded and mod-
ified the poem� wrote a 
fourth verse in 1948, and 
made his own arrangement 
of the original Swedish folk 
melody.

In 1954, during a Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Cru-
sade in England, this poem 
with music was handed to 
the beloved evangelistic 
singer George Beverly Shea, 
who showed it to the evan-

gelistic team.
In 1955, during the evan-

gelistic crusade in Toronto, 
Canada, "How Great Thou 
Art" was sung by Bev Shea 
and thus introduced to mul-
titudes on this side of the 
Atlantic.

In the New York crusade 
in 1957, he sang this mag-
nificent hymn �� times�

It became then, and re-
mains so today, a favorite 
song of faith throughout all 
of Christendom.

Then sings my soul, my 
Savior God to thee,

How great Thou art! 
How great Thou art!

"Thank You, Lord, for in-
spiring men and women to 
write the words and music 
to songs and hymns of faith, 
all of which warms our 
hearts whenever we hear 
them or sing them. Thank 
You for the gift of music … 
especially the music of faith. 
God, You are always, al-
ways worthy to be praised. 
Amen."

Peace!

 My mother used to torture my brother and I on Christ-
mas morning. 

We’d wake up early in the morning, no matter what time 
the e[citement of &hristmas Eve had faded and we had fi-
nally fallen asleep. We didn’t fall asleep, really, but passed 
out. My parents forbade us from entering the living room 
on Christmas morning until permission was granted. 

Long before the sun rose, I’d shout across the house un-
til my parents were awake, not that hard of a task, because 
I grew up in a doublewide trailer. Even after they were up, 
I was not to set foot close to the loot left under the tree by 
Santa until a fire was burning in the fireplace� a fresh pot of 
coffee was brewed and most importantly� the camera was 
loaded with film� 

After what seemed like an eternity, I was beckoned to the 
living room. There were cheers and yells of joy and the tri-
umphant brandishing of long-wished-for gifts, all captured 
for eternity by an 2lympus point and shoot� When the flur-
ry of e[citement died down� my father would relinquish the 
camera and arm himself with pocket knife, screwdrivers 
and an assortment of batteries (all conveniently stashed 
arm’s length from his favorite chair) and assist with open-
ing pacNaging and bo[es� 

Then my parents took a nap, while new toys and games 
were broNen in� %y midmorning� it was off to my grand-

parents for a &hristmas feast� followed by the e[change of 
more gifts. 

The most wonderful time of the year comes with a lot of 
work; there’s the decorating, the shopping, the wrapping 

and, ever-increasing in importance as I get older, the meal 
prep and cooking. A merry Christmas doesn’t just fall out 
of the sky, it comes with a lot of stress and pressure on fam-
ilies, even if you like to keep things simple and in tune with 
the true reason of the season. 

It's something I didn’t really appreciate until I had a fam-
ily of my own and a proper share of Christmastime chores, 
and I’m happy to admit that the adult side of Christmas is 
just as enjoyable as the kid side. 

So, let’s forget about Santa, the jolly fat man who gets 
more credit than he deserves, and here’s to the ones that 
make Christmas happen: To the mothers who set a pic-
ture-perfect scene, even if they did it in October; to the 
grandmothers who host giant families and make sure ev-
eryone has their favorite meal; to the dads who stay up late 
putting bicycles and dollhouses together and install bat-
teries in gadgets (and set up new phones, gaming systems 
and other electronic devices for the older kids); and let’s 
not forget the grandpas just along for the ride and enjoying 
their second childhoods. Everyone has their place and an 
important job to do. 

However, you pass the festive days ahead, may it be with 
those you love and cherish and who help make Christmas 
happen.

Merry Christmas to the ones who make Christmas happen
Full of Christmas magic!

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY

By JACK
BROWN

DID YOU KNOW ...?

By JACK BAGLEY
GTLN Columnist
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Classifieds

Employment

PRO SHOP WORKER PART TIME

The City of Dublin has an opening for team 
members with positive attitudes and initia-
tive.  A Pro Shop Worker for the Golf Course 
is needed. This individual will collect all 
green and cart fees, keep records and 
assign starting times.  This is a part-time 
position and individual will work as needed.  
Starting Salary is $13.00 per hour.  Appli-
cants must be available to work on Satur-
day and Sunday. Successful applicant must 
have a high school diploma or GED, pass 
a drug screen, and have a valid Georgia 
Driver’s license.
Applicants may apply online through our 
www.cityofdublin.org website until position 
is filled. The City of Dublin is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR PUBLIC 

WORKS

The City of Dublin is accepting applications 
for an Equipment Operator in the Public 
Works Department.  This Team Member 
must have a positive attitude and initiative. 
Work involves the responsibility for the 
safe and efficient operation and mainte-
nance of moderately heavy or specialized 
equipment.  This employee must be able 
to operate and maintain a diverse range 
of equipment which includes a variety 
of trucks and construction equipment. 
The operation of this equipment requires 
considerable manipulative skill and the 
ability to perform specialized tasks to which 
the equipment is assigned.  During slack 
periods, workers may perform various 
unskilled/semi-skilled duties.  Supervision 
is received from the Public Works Director 
and/or Street Supervisor who makes oral 
or written assignments and inspects work 
while in progress and upon completion.
Applicants must have a valid Georgia 
Commercial Driver’s License, High School 
Diploma or GED, and successful applicant 
must pass a drug screen.
Salary range for this position is $38,705.37 
– 59,993.33 annually. An extensive fringe 
benefit package including health, dental 
and life insurance is also offered.
Applicants may apply online through our 
www.cityofdublin.org website until position 
is filled. The City of Dublin is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
__________________________________
Free Male/Female AKC Registered Yorkie 
Puppies need Rehoming if interested. Con-
tact  malyschristine65@gmail.com

Yard/Estate Sales

2 family yard sale. 105 Red Fox Trail. 
December 20th 7:30am. Lots of items.

Big Garage Sale December 20.
7am-12pm. 106 Westchester Cir 
Dublin, GA 31021.

Real Estate

For Rent/Lease

Trailer for Rent to Older Couple. $600 
a month. 312 Wynn Street, Dexter, 
GA. 478-595-1493

Legals

Legals

25-588

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF LAURENS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-

ORS

All Creditors of the Estate of Betty Ander-
son Williams., deceased, late of Laurens 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebt-
ed to said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to the undersigned 
Administrator. 
This 11th day of December, 2025.
LaNessia Rache Miller,
Administrator of the Estate of Betty 
Anderson Williams
Harold D. McLendon Jr. 
Attorney for Estate 
P.O. Box 2003
Dublin, Georgia 31040

December 20, 27, 2025, January 3, 10, 

2026

25-561

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF Carlton Claxton 
Dollar Jr, DECEASED

ESTATE NO 25-267

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE

TO: whom it may concern
Carla Dollar Higgs has petitioned to be 
appointed administrator(s) of the estate of 
Carlton Claxton Dollar Jr. deceased, of said 
county. (The Petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver 
of statements, and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-261.) 
All interested persons are hereby notified 
to show cause why said petition should not 
be granted. All objections to the petitions 
must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before January 5, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of such objections. All 
objections should be sworn to before a 
notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with you objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Cwarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-558

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS 
IN RE: ELIZABETH ANN BROOKS. All 
creditors of the estate of Elizabeth Ann 
Brooks,  late of Twiggs County, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render in their 
demands to the undersigned according 
to law, and all persons indebted to law, 
and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
this 25th day of November 2025 to Cathy 
Sewell, c/o Attorney: Tim J. Thompson, 
1900B Northside Crossing, Macon, GA 
31210, 478-471-9900.

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-566

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS 

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY. 
All creditors of the Estate of Betty Nell 
Brett, deceased, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, 
are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the Executors of her Estate 
according to law, and 
all persons indebted to the Estate of Betty 
Nell Brett are required to make immediate 
payment to the Executors. 
This 24th day of November, 2025. 
Debra Brett Horton 
H. Michael Brett 
Francis Lewis 
Attorney for the Estate 
1808 Bellevue Road 
Dublin, GA 31021

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-557

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS 
IN RE: STEVE BROOKS. All creditors of 
the estate of Steve Brooks,  late of Twiggs 
County, deceased, are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment this 25th day of November 2025 to 
Cathy Sewell, c/o Attorney: Tim J. Thomp-
son, 1900B Northside Crossing, Macon, 
GA 31210, 478-471-9900.

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-569

STATE OF GEORGIA, 
COUNTY OF LAURENS.  

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

IN RE: The Estate of Algerine Davis, 
deceased. 
All debtors or creditors of the Estate of 
Algerine Davis, deceased, late of  Laurens 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned  according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are to make immediate  payment to me. 
This 2nd day of December, 2025. 
/s/ Malcolm F. Bryant, Jr.  
Attorney for Administrator CTA, 
Janice Johnson 
BRYANT & O’CONNOR LAW FIRM 
P. O. Box 28 
Vidalia, GA 30475

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-584

Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Storage Max - Kellam 
located at 707 Kellam Rd Dublin GA 31021 
intends to hold a public sale to sell the 
property stored in the following units stored 
at the Facility. The public sale to the highest 
bidder will occur at the facility on 1/9/2026 
at 12:00 PM. Unless stated otherwise the 
description of the contents are household 
goods, furnishings and garage essentials. 
Connie Smith unit #GA11; Lavosha Davis 
unit #GA13; Tishanda Vlash unit #NC09. 
All property is being stored at the above 
self-storage facility. This sale may be with-
drawn at any time without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions apply. See manager 
for details.

December 13, 20, 2025

25-567

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS 

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY. 
IN RE: ESTATE OF GLORIA ANN BRANCH 
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
All creditors of the Estate of Gloria Ann 
Branch, deceased, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said Estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned. 
Cynthia Ann Hester and Diane Moorman 
 Executors of the Estate of 
Gloria Ann Branch 
C/O Edward B. Claxton III 
Attorney for Executors 
 P. O. Box 16459  
Dublin, Georgia 31040 

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-573

“State of Georgia 
County of Laurens.

Notice to Debtors and Creditors
All creditors of the Estate of Benny Frank 

Thomas, late of Laurens County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law; and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment. 
This 3rd day of December, 2025.
Estate of Benny Frank Thomas 
Steven Anthony Thomas, Executor 
832 GA Hwy 338
Dudley, GA 31022  

Margaret Greer Evans  

Attorney at Law    

State Bar No. 488189
(478) 272-2885”

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-553

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF LUCILLE STANLEY 

TURNER, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 25-250
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE

TO: whom it may concern: BRENDA JEAN 
WEBB has petitioned to be appointed 
administrator(s) of the estate of LUCILLE 
STANLEY TURNER deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
a waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver 
of statements, and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-2-261.) 
All interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before January 5, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER:  All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
C. Warren
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

 December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-568

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS 

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY. 
IN RE: ESTATE OF BILLIE FAYE MIMBS 
GRAHAM 
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

All creditors of the Estate of Billie Faye 
Mimbs Graham, deceased, late of Laurens 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said Estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned. 
Karen Faye Graham Fountain and 
Edsel Gregory Graham 
 Executors of the Estate of 
Billie Faye Mimbs Graham 
C/O Edward B. Claxton III 
Attorney for Executors 
 P. O. Box 16459  
Dublin, Georgia 31040 

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-577

TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

OFFICE OF TANYA L. ROGERS
CLERK SUPERIOR COURT

LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA
PERSONALLY APPEARED THE UNDER-

SIGNED WHO ON OATH DEPOSES AND 

SAYS THAT:

Richard’s Tree Service
Richard L. Smithson 305 Spearhead Road 
Dublin, GA 31021 and Melanie D. Smithson 
305 Spearhead Road Dublin, GA 31021
IS/ARE DOING BUSINESS IN LAURENS 
COUNTY, GEORGIA UNDER THE NAME 
OF: TRADE NAME: Richard’s Tree Service 
ADDRESS: 305 Spearhead Road Dublin, 
GA 31021
AND THAT THE NATURE OF THE 

BUSINESS TO BE CARRIED ON IS:

Tree removal - Trimming- Hauling - Stump 
Grinding - Landscape - Installation (Trees 
& Plants)
Richard L. Smithson
Signature of Person making declaration
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE 
ME THIS 5 DAY OF DEC 2025
CALLIE WARREN
Notary Public or Deputy Clerk

December 13, 20, 2025.

25-576

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

UNDER POWER

LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A 

DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale 
contained in a Security Deed given by Ryan 
D. Griffey to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., (“MERS”) as grantee as  
nominee for Mortgage Research Center, 
LLC D/B/A Veterans United Home Loans 
dated March 9, 2018 and recorded on 
March 9, 2018 in Deed Book 2854, Page 
177, Laurens County, Georgia Records, 
and later assigned to Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC by Assignment of Security Deed re-
corded on December 6, 2021 in Deed Book 
3237, Page 209, Laurens County, Georgia 
Records, conveying the after-described 
property to secure a Note in the original 
principal amount of Ninety Thousand Five 
Hundred And 00/100 Dollars ($90,500.00), 
with interest thereon as set forth therein, 
there will be sold at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the court-
house door of Laurens County, Georgia, 
within the legal hours of sale on January 
6, 2026 the following described property:
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in the 1st Land District, Land Lot 
179 of the City of Dublin, Laurens County, 
Georgia, containing 0.32 acres, more or 
less, being Lot 6, Block A. Section 1, ac-
cording to a plat of survey prepared by Billy 
Flanders & Associates Land Surveyors, 
dated October 1, 1990, records in Deed 
Book 597, Page 04, records of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Laurens County, Georgia; 
said plat being by reference incorporated 
herein for a more accurate description. 
Said tract of land is more particularly de-
scribed as follows: Beginning at a point on 
the Southwesterly margin of Jeffrey Drive, 
500 feet North 37 degrees 57 minutes 44 
seconds West from the intersection of the 
Southwesterly margin of Jeffrey Drive with 
the Northwesterly margin of Springdale 
Road; thence South 46 degrees 14 minutes 
39 seconds West distance of 140 feet to 
an iron pin; thence North 38 degrees 10 
minutes 23 seconds West a distance of 
100.08 feet to an iron pin; thence North 
46 degrees 14 minutes 39 seconds East 
a distance of 140.37 feet to an iron pin on 
the Southwesterly margin of Jeffrey Drive; 
thence South 37 degrees 57 minutes 44 
seconds East a distance of 100.12 feet 
along the Southwesterly margin of Jeffrey 
Drive to an iron pin, the same being the 
point of beginning.
Subject to covenants, restrictions, reserva-
tions, and easements of record.
Said property is further identified by Lau-
rens County Tax Assessor as 1310 Jeffrey 
Drive, Dublin, Georgia, 31021, Map/Parcel: 
D03A/002.
Tax ID #:  D03A 002
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due be-
cause of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner provided 
in the Note and Security Deed.  The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in Secu-
rity Deed and by law, including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to collect attorney’s 
fees having been given).
Nationstar Mortgage LLC can be contact-
ed at 877-888-4606 or by writing to 8950 
Cypress Waters Boulevard, Coppell, TX 
75019, to discuss possible alternatives to 
avoid foreclosure.
Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due 
and payable), any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
To the best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the parties in possession 
of the property is Dawn Michelle Griffey 
or tenant(s); and said property is more 
commonly known as 1310 Jeffry Drive 
aka 1310 Jeffrey Drive aka 1310 Jeffery 
Drive, Dublin, GA 31021.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of the security deed.
Nationstar Mortgage LLC as Attorney in 
Fact for Ryan D. Griffey
McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
404-474-7149
MTG File No.: GA2023-02639

December 13, 20, 27, 2025 January 3, 
2026

25-550
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF LAURENS 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

Walter R Wall, DECEASED 

All creditors of the Estate of Walter R. 
Wall deceased, late of Laurens County, 
are hereby notified to render their de-

mands to the undersigned according 
to law, and all person indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment to me. 
Nancy Wall Webster Executor
of Walter R. Wall, deceased
1550 W. Romano st. 
Pensacola M 32502 
O.C.G.A � 53-7-41 states: 
“...Every personal representative shall, 
within 60 days from the date of qualifica-

tion, publish a notice directed generally 
to all of the creditors of the estate to 
render an account of their demands. The 
notice shall be published once a week 
for four weeks in the official newspaper 
of the county in which the personal 
representative qualified...” 
November 29, December 6, 13, 20, 2025

25-575

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

In re the name change of:
Dana Ray Gibbs
Civil Action File No. 25-CD-0965-JG

NOTICE TO PETITION TO CHANGE 

NAME

I, Dana Ray Gibbs, filed a petition in the 
Superior Court of Laurens County, Georgia 
on the day of to change my name from 
Dana Ray Gibbs to Dana Christian Gibbs. 
Any interested party has the right to appear 
in this case and file objections. 
Signed this 4 day of Dec, 2025.
231 Broad Meadow Road
Dublin, GA 31021
478-595-8776

December 13, 20, 27, January 3, 2026.

25-590
State of Georgia
County of Laurens
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, and 
debtors of the Estate of Floyd Martin, 
deceased, you are hereby notified that J. 
David Gay, the duly appointed executor 
of the estate, has petitioned the Probate 
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, for 
letters of dismissal as Executor and that 
he has completed all the business of the 
estate. You are hereby directed to file any 
objections with the Probate Court prior to 
January 16, 2026. 
Please contact J. David Gay at 1701 Rice 
Avenue, Dublin, GA 3102 if you need any 
other information. 
J.  David Gay

December 20, 27, 2025, January 3, 10, 

2026

25-589

Georgia Power Company is proposing to 
construct a 410-foot Lattice telecommu-
nications tower approximately 1.6 miles 
southeast from the intersection of GA 
Highway 112 and Eason Hill Church Road, 
Montrose, Laurens County, GA 31065 (32 
33 55.58N / 83 12 27.57W). The tower is 
anticipated to have FAA Style E (L-864/L-
865/L-810), medium intensity Àashing dual 
(white/red) strobe lights. Interested persons 
may review the application for this project at 
www.fcc.gov/asr/applications and entering 
Antenna Structure Registration (ASR) Form 
854 File Number “A1350087” and may raise 
environmental concerns about the project 
by filing a Request for Environmental 
Review with the Federal Communications 
Commission. Requests for Environmental 
Review must be filed within 30 days of the 
date that notice of the project is published 
on the FCC’s website. The FCC strongly 
encourages interested parties to file Re-
quests for Environmental Review online 
at www.fcc.gov/asr/environmentalrequest. 
Parties wishing to submit the request by 
mail may do so by addressing the request 
to: FCC Requests for Environmental Re-
view, Attn: Ramon Williams, 45 L Street NE, 
Washington, DC 20554. Public comments 
regarding potential effects on historic 
properties may be submitted within 30 
days from the date of this publication to: 
EBI Consulting, Ə Project 250056180PR, 
EBI Consulting, 21 B Street, Burlington, MA 
01803, or at (617) 715-1822. 

December 20, 2025

25-554

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF LAURENS

All creditors of the Estate of Linda G. 
Johnson, late of Laurens County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment. 
Dated this 24th day of November, 2025.
Grady Hugh Johnson, as Executor of the
Estate of Linda G. Johnson
Address: 219 Earlwood Drive
Dublin, GA 31021
November 29, December 6, 13, 20, 2025

25-591

NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the official Code of Georgia 
Annotated Section 10-4-210 there will 
be  a public sale at Little House Self  
Storage,1854 Marion Street Dublin, on 
Wednesday, January 7, 2026  beginning 
at 10:00 A.M. The proceeds of said sale 
will be used first to satisfy the storage fee 
and expenses of the auction. Any other pro-
ceeds will be used to satisfy such creditors 
as present their claims in advance of sale.

#270 Tasha Mimbs 
#259 Chayla Monroe 
#C8 Jeannie Miller 

December 20, 27, 2025

25-560
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: 

BONNIE JACKSON WILKINSON 

DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 
25-249 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEARS SUPPORT 

The petition of CHARLES RONALD 
WILKINSON for a years support from the 
estate of BONNIE JACKSON WILKINSON, 
for decedent’s (surviving spouse)(and)
(minor child(ren)), having been duly filed, 
all interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
, January 5 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in writ-
ing, setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections, and must be filed on or before 
the time stated in the preceding sentence. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party. Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be held or scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
courtroom 
Genola 0. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Cwarren

Clerk of the Probate Court
101 North Jefferson Street
Dublin, GA 31021
478-272-2566

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-587

State of Georgia 
County of Laurens.

Notice to Debtors and Creditors
All creditors of the Estate of Mattie 

Manning Thomas, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, deceased, are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the undersigned 
according to law; and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment. 

This 11th day of December, 2025.
Estate of Mattie Manning Thomas 
Robyn Melanie Thomas, Executor 
2696 Claxton Dairy Road
Dublin, GA 31021   
  

December 20, 27, 2025 January 3, 10, 
2026

25-548

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF Joseph Kyle Walker, 
DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 25-266
NOTICE

The petition of David Cullen Walker, for 
an order declaring no administration is 
necessary in the above-referenced estate 
having been duly filed. 
This is to notify you to file objection, if there 
is any, to the petition, in this Court on or 
before January 5, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn before a 
notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
C. Warren.
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-549

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF MARION DURDEN, 
DECEASED ESTATE NO. 25-234

NOTICE

IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will (and 
Codicil(s)) in Solemn Form in the above- 
referenced estate having been duly filed. 
TO: Daniel Erik Durden, Shaun Durden, 
Joshua Thompson, Joseph Thompson
This is to notify you to file objection, if 
there is any, to the petition to probate will 
in solemn form, in the Court on or before 
January 5, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of Probate Court
C. Warren
Clerk of Probate Court
P.O Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040478-272-2566

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-570
STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF LAURENS 

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF SAID 

STATE AND COUNTY 

IN RE: 

ESTATE OF BETTY R MCABEE DA-

VIDSON 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBTORS 

All creditors of the estate of BETTY R 

MCABEE DAVIDSON, deceased, late 
of Laurens County, Georgia, are hereby 
notified to render their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are required to 
make immediate payment to me. 
This 3rd Day of December, 2025 
Jordan Bracewell 
Attorney for the Estate of 
BETTY R MCABEE DAVIDSON 
Kight Law, LLC 
P.O. Box 816 
Dublin, Ga. 31040

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025 

25-555

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE 
COUNTY OF LAURENS, STATE OF 

GEORGIA 
KIMBERLY ANN FORBES, 
PLAINTIFF vs.CHRISTOPHER FREEMAN 
FORBES, DEFENDANT 
CIVIL ACTION 25-CD-0924-JH

NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: CHRISTOPHER FREEMAN FORBES, 
Defendant named above: 
You are hereby notified that the above 
styled action seeking divorce was filed 
against you in the Superior Court of John-
son County, Georgia on the 19th day of 
November, 2025 and that by reason of an 
Order For Service of Summons By Publi-
cation entered by the Court on November 
24, 2025, you are hereby commanded 
and required to file with the Clerk of the 
Superior Court of Laurens County, Georgia 
and serve upon Francis M. Lewis, Plaintiff’s 
attorney, whose address is 1808 Bellevue 
Road, Dublin, Georgia 31021, an Answer 
to the Complaint within sixty (60) days 
of the date of this Order For Service By 
Publication. 
WITNESS the Honorable JON F. HELTON, 
Judge of the Superior Court of Laurens 
County, Georgia. 
This 21 day of November, 2025. 
George Jeffcoat
DEPUTY CLERK 
SUPERIOR COURT OF LAURENS COUN-
TY, GEORGIA 
November 29, December 6, 13, 20, 2025

25-586

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to the Official Code of Georgia, 
Annotated Section 10-4-210, et seq., there 
will be a public sale by Curry Management 
Corporation on January 6, 2026, starting 
at StorageAuctions.com. The proceeds 
of said sale will be used to first satisfy the 
storage fee and other expenses of the 
auction.  Any other proceeds will be used 
to satisfy such creditors as present their 
claims in advance of sale. 

SPACE Sharelle Moody Claxton Dairy A18
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Shermika Harris Claxton Dairy 
A21     
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Nichole Allison Claxton Dairy E3
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Rufus Sutton Claxton Dairy 
J3
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Ellen Jones Market Square 
AAA10     
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Steven Northcutt Market Square 
G12     
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE      
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE          

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE          

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE           

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE          

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE           

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
December 13, 20, 2025

25-578

TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

OFFICE OF JACKIE H. DALTON
CLERK SUPERIOR COURT

LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA
PERSONALLY APPEARED THE UNDER-

SIGNED WHO ON OATH DEPOSES AND 

SAYS THAT:

Jason Lody
Eventus Education, LLC
and 10565 Fair fax Blvd, Suite 200, Fair-
fax, 9A 22030, USA
IS/ARE DONG BUSINESS IN LAURENS 
COUNTY, GEORGIA UNDER THE NAME 
OF:

TRADE NAME: Dublin Academy
ADDRESS: 905 Claxton Dairy Road
Dublin, GA 31021
AND THAT THE NATURE OF THE BUSI-

NESS TO BE CARRIED ON IS:

Child Care
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE 

ME THIS 5 DAY OF NO9EMBER, 2025.
AleMandra Ayala

December 13, 20, 27, 2025 January 3, 

2026

25-583

The Ri]]o Law Firm, PLLC
Ballantyne One

15720 Brixham Hill Avenue, suite 300
Charlotte, NC 28277

The undersigned, having qualified as Ad-
ministrator of the Estate of Bobbie Leeann 
Blizzard, deceased, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, does hereby make notification 
to all persons having claims against said 
estate to present them to the undersigned’s 
attorney on or before March 13, 2026, or 
this Notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
All persons indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate payment to the 
undersigned’s attorney.
This 10th day of December, 2025.
Scott J. Rizzo
The Rizzo Law Firm, PLLC
Attorney for Administrator for the Estate of 
Bonnie Leeann Blizzard
15720 Brixham Hill Avenue, Suite 300
Charlotte, NC, 28277
Hailey Blizzard, Administrator for the Estate 
of Bobbie Leeann Blizzard

December 13, 20, 27, 2025, January 3, 

2026

25-563

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

Arthur Lee Davis DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 25-272 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE 

TO: whom it may concern: 
Sharma Davis Hatcher 
has petitioned to be appointed administra-
tor(s) of the estate of Arthur Lee Davis de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or before 
January 5, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola 0. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO Box 2098 
Dublin, GA. 31040 
Address 
478-272-2566 

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-565

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

JERRY ALLEN WHITE DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 25-271 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

NOTICE 

TO: whom it may concern: 
JEREMY WHITE 
has petitioned for 
JEREMY WHITE 
to be appointed administrator(s) of the 
estate of JERRY ALLEN WHITE 
deceased, of said county. (The petition-
er has also applied for waiver of bond, 
waiver of reports, waiver of statements, 
and/or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. All 
objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such ob-
jections, and must be filed with the Court 
on or before Jan 5 20.26. 

5



ATLANTA — After more 
than a year of rebuffing 5e-
publican attempts to com-
pel her testimony before the 
Georgia Senate� )ani Willis 
went to the state Capitol 
Wednesday to give three 
hours of often combative 
testimony to a special com-
mittee that she deemed to 
be a political farce.

Senate 5epublicans 
created the committee to 
investigate ³alleged and ad-
mitted´ misconduct by Wil-
lis� whom they have been 
pursuing since her decision 
to indict Donald Trump 
and �� alleged co-conspira-
tors in the wake of the 2020 
election.

The hearing featured 
questions about her use 
of public funds as )ulton 
&ounty district attorney� 
whether she had coordinat-
ed with the administration 
of 3resident -oe %iden� her 
handling of open records 

requests and her payment 
to a subscription service 
she used to tracN the value 
of the media coverage of 
her and her office�

,t also featured Geor-
gia¶s last Democratic gov-
ernor� 5oy %arnes� as her 
attorney� who frequently 
interrupted to advise her 
not to answer questions.

Sen� Greg Dole]al� 
5-&umming� led the com-
mittee in the place of Sen� 
%ill &owsert� 5-$thens� 
whom Dole]al said was re-
cuperating from surgery�

When %arnes cut 
Dole]al off after dismissing 
the relevance of some of 
his questions� Dole]al said 
they were about the inves-
tigation while %arnes said 
they were merely to infer 
wrongdoing�

Willis then added� ³also 
to divide the country�´

Each side accused the 
other of political grand-
standing� Dole]al asNed 
about a ������� a year 
subscription service that 
reported media coverage 
worth tens of millions of 
dollars� according to a pro-
Mected slide of an email to 
Willis from her media rela-
tions staffer�

Dole]al also offered doc-
uments that indicated the 
same staffer had worNed as 
a Democratic political con-
sultant and that Willis had 
contributed to the political 
campaign of &harlie %ailey� 
now chairman of the state 
Democratic party� when he 
ran for lieutenant governor 
in ����� �She pointed out 
that the money was for his 
primary campaign against 
another Democrat��

Willis� in turn� had 
handed out photocopies 
of social media posts that 
showed both Dole]al� who 
is running for lieutenant 
governor� and &owsert� 
who hopes to be attorney 
general� using the investi-
gation for political messag-
ing�

She repeatedly insulted 
Dole]al� telling him at one 
point that he had asNed ³a 
really ignorant question´ 
about whether she had 
considered investigating 
Trump before his infamous 
phone call to Secretary of 
State %rad 5affensperger�

She also insulted the 
premise of the panel itself� 
calling it a ³4$non com-
mittee�´ She said white 
senators were pursuing her 
because she is %lacN and 
she had indicted white and 
influential people� She said 
repeatedly that they want-
ed to be ³daddy�´

$fter the hearing� Sen� 
+arold -ones ,,� D-$u-
gusta� the Senate minority 
leader and a member of the 
committee� questioned the 
purpose� as well� +e said 
Dole]al� who by commit-
tee rules was the only one 
besides -ones who got to 
asN questions� had simply 
rehashed old information 
about billing while raising 
³esoteric´ questions about 
Willis¶ handling of open re-
cords requests�

+e said none of the 
questions got to the core 
issue of why Willis chose 
to indict� +e said that was 
because the defendants had 
tried to overturn the elec-
tion and she had done the 
right thing�

$lthough four defen-
dants tooN plea deals� the 
rest avoided trial� Last 
month� 3eter SNandal-
aNis� e[ecutive director of 
the 3rosecuting $ttorneys¶ 
&ouncil of Georgia� asNed 
a Mudge to dismiss the case 
and the Mudge agreed�

SNandalaNis had taNen 
over as special prosecutor 
after the courts sidelined 
Willis on ethical grounds 
because of her romantic 
entanglement with a con-
tract lawyer she had hired 
to help her with the case.

Dole]al said the com-
mittee would have to cut 
through the ³theatrics´ and 
name calling in her testi-
mony to determine what to 
do ne[t� +e said the com-
mittee should looN at Wil-
lis¶ handling of state funds 
and open records and at 
her use of a special purpose 
grand Mury to investigate 
the defendants before in-
dicting them�

+e also said he was glad 
to finally force her to an-
swer questions on behalf of 
³my friends who spent hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars defending themselves 
against these politically 
motivated charges�´
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BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: 
Warren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
P.O Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-595 

NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the Official Code of Georgia, 
Annotated Section 10-4-210, et seq., 
there will be a public sale at Little House 
Self Storage, 2420 US Highway 80 West 
in Dublin on Wednesday, January 7, 
2026, beginning at 11:00 AM. The pro-

ceeds of said sale will be used first to 
satisfy the storage fee and other expens-

es of the auction.  Any other proceeds 
will be used to satisfy such creditors as 
present their claims in advance of sale.
Occupant/Unit:
Lori Couey    #0538
Samantha Johnson  #0505
Jordan Mankus   #1121
Jaden Pittman   #0916

December 20, 27, 2025

25-592

To Whom It May Concern:
Notice is hereby given that Abhijeet Hegde 
alcohol agent, manager, or alcohol licensee 
has submitted an application to the City 
of Dublin for a 2026, license to sell retail 
Beer Wine, off premises, at A.S.R. Dublin 
Inc d/b/a Speedy Snack Shop located at 
300 E Jackson Street, Dublin, GA 31021.
Further notice is given that the City Clerk 
will hear public comments on Wednesday, 
December 31, 2025 at 11:00am, in the 
City Clerk’s office at City Hall regarding the 
issuing of said license.
This notice is given that 15 day of Decem-
ber 2025.
Abhijeet Hegde

December 20, 27, 2025. 

25-574
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS

IN RE: ESTATE OF RHONDA D’NETRA 
WRIGHT, DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Rhonda 
D’netra Wright, deceased late of Laurens 
County, are hereby notified to render 
their demands to the undersigned ac-

cording to law, and all person indebted 
to said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to me. 
Melinda Wright battle
Executor of Rhonda D’netra Wright, 
deceased 
114 Linton Forest Dr. Sandersville, GA 
31082
O.C.G.A 53-7-41 states: “ Every personal 
representative shall, within 60 days from 
the date of qualification, publish a notice 
directed generally to all of the creditors 
of the estate to render an account of 
their demands. the notice shall be 
published once a week for four weeks 
in the official newspaper of the county 
in which the personal representative 
qualified” 

December 6, 13, 20, 27 , 2025

25-593
CITATION 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY 

GEORGIA 
CITATION 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
vs. 
1.101 acres of land; and Kennie Tucker, 
individually 
DOCKET NO. 25-CG-0700-JH
IN REM
The said named persons and any and all 
other persons known and unknown claiming 
any right, title, power, interest, ownership, 
equity, claim or demand in and to the lands 
hereinafter described, and all occupants, 
tenants, lessees, licensees and all holders, 
owners and users of ways and easements 
in, across, over and under said land are 
hereby notified, under the provisions of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated 
Sections 32-3-4 through 32-3-19, providing 
for the exercise of the power of eminent 
domain by the State of Georgia, or any of 
its subdivisions, or by any county of such 
State, as follows: 
That the above stated case, being a 
condemnation in rem against the property 
hereinafter described, was filed in said 
Court on the 4 day of Sept, 2025; That, in 
accordance with provisions of the aforesaid 
Official Code, a Declaration of Taking, 
duly authorized and properly executed as 
provided by the Official Code, has been 
made and filed in said case, declaring the 
necessity for and exercising the power of 
taking the said described lands for State-
aid public road purposes, thereby vesting 
the title to same in the Department of 
Transportation; and, in pursuance of such 
authority, the Department of Transportation 
has deposited with the Clerk of the Superior 
Court of said County $14,100.00 as the just 
compensation for the said lands described; 
and all persons claiming such fund or any 
interest therein, are hereby required to 
make known their claims to the Court; 
In accordance with the provisions of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, the 
Plaintiff-Condemnor has prayed the Court 
for Immediate possession of said property, 
and all persons having any interest in or 
claim against such property, as above set 
forth, are required by the Order of the Judge 
of said Court to surrender possession of the 
property to the Department of Transporta-
tion no later than 30 days from filing of the 
Declaration of Taking. 
That in accordance with the Official Code 
of Georgia Annotated Section 32-3-13 
through 32-3-19, if the owner, or any of 
the owners, or any person having a claim 
against or interest in said property, shall 
be dissatisfied with the compensation, 
as estimated in the Declaration of Taking 
and deposited in Court, such person or 
persons, or any of them, shall have the 
right, at any time subsequent to the filing 
of the Declaration and the deposit of the 
fund into Court but not later than 30 days 
following the date of service as provided for 
in the Official Code of Georgia Annotated 
Sections 32-3-8 through 32-3-10 to file with 
the Court a notice of appeal, the same to 
be in writing and made a part of the record 
in the proceedings. 
The said property, as thus affected, is 
described as follows: 

SEE PAGE 20-A and 20-B; FOR DE-
SCRIPTION 
This 15 day of Dec, 2025.
Georgia Jeffcoat
Deputy Clerk, Superior Court
LAURENS COUNTY
PROJECT NO. Being a project for widen-
ing and reconstruction on SR 31 / US 441 
FROM S POPLAR SPRINGS CHURCH 
RD. TO S OF SR 117 
P. I. NO.: 0013578
PARCEL NO.: 84
COUNTY: LAURENS
REQUIRED RIGHT OF WAY: 1.101 Acres 
of land
DATE OF R/W PLANS: December 29, 2023
REVISION DATE: For Drawing No. 60-
0043, July 30, 2025; 
For Drawing No. 60-0044, July 30, 2025
PROPERTY OWNER:  KENNIE TUCKER 
PARCEL 84 REQUIRED RIGHT OF WAY: 
All that tract or parcel of land lying and be-
ing in Land Lot 202 of the 17 Land District 
of Laurens County, Georgia, being more 
particularly described as follows: 
Beginning at a point 78.00 feet left of 
and opposite Station 652+69.33 on the 
construction centerline of S.R. 31 / U.S. 
441 on Georgia Highway Project No. 
0013578; running thence S 43°20’58.6” 
W a distance of 33.38 feet to a point 
105.00 feet left of and opposite station 
652+49.54 on said construction centerline 
laid out for SR 31 / US 441 ; thence 
northwesterly 0.46 feet along the arc of 
a curve (said curve having a radius of 
11693.35 feet and a chord distance of 
0.46 feet on a bearing of N 10°34’44.6” 
W) to the point 105.00 feet left of and 
opposite station 652+50.00 on said 
construction centerline laid out for SR 31 
/ US 441 ; thence S 79°25’11.4” W a dis-
tance of 10.00 feet to a point 115.00 feet 
left of and opposite station 652+50.00 
on said construction centerline laid out 
for SR 31 / US 441 ; thence northwest-
erly 168.34 feet along the arc of a curve 
(said curve having a radius of 11683.35 
feet and a chord distance of 168.34 feet 
on a bearing of N 10°59’34.6” W) to the 
point 115.00 feet left of and opposite 
station 654+20.00 on said construction 
centerline laid out for SR 31 / US 441 
; thence N 78°35’39.3” E a distance of 
5.00 feet to a point 110.00 feet left of 
and opposite station 654+20.00 on said 
construction centerline laid out for SR 31 
/ US 441 ; thence northwesterly 108.97 
feet along the arc of a curve (said curve 
having a radius of 11688.35 feet and 
a chord distance of 108.97 feet on a 
bearing of N 11°40’22.2” W) to the point 
110.00 feet left of and opposite station 
655+30.00 on said construction centerline 
laid out for S.R. 31 / U.S. 441; thence N 
39°26’20.1” W a distance of 16.72 feet to 
a point 70.00 feet right of and opposite 
station 2713+30.00 on said construction 
centerline laid out for JJ Club Rd. / Grant 
Rowe Rd.; thence southwesterly 74.72 
feet along the arc of a curve (said curve 
having a radius of 990.00 feet and a 
chord of 74.70 feet on a bearing of S 
73°47’05.2” W) to the point 70.00 feet 
right of and opposite station 2712+50.00 
on said construction centerline laid out 
for JJ Club Rd. / Grant Rowe Rd.; thence 
N 18°22’38.3” W a distance of 10.00 feet 
to a point 60.00 feet right of and opposite 
station 2712+50.00 on said construc-
tion centerline laid out for JJ Club Rd./ 
Grant Rowe Rd.; thence southwesterly 
158.47 feet along the arc of a curve 
(said curve having a radius of 1000.00 
feet and a chord distance of 158.31 feet 
on a bearing of S 67°04’58.1” W) to the 
point 60.00 feet right of and opposite 
station 2710+82.02 on said construction 
centerline laid out for JJ Club Rd. / Grant 
Rowe Rd.; thence N 34°36’24.0” W a 
distance of 63.81 feet to a point 3.35 feet 
left of and opposite station 2710+74.10 
on said construction centerline laid out 
for JJ Club Rd./ Grant Rowe Rd.; thence 
N 22°08’18.6” E a distance of 85.21 feet 
to a point 60.00 feet left of and opposite 
station 2711+35.94 on said construction 
centerline laid out for JJ Club Rd. I Grant 
Rowe Rd.; thence northeasterly 120.52 
feet along the arc of a curve (said curve 
having a radius of 1120.00 feet and 
a chord distance of 120.46 feet on a 
bearing of N 68°32’24.1” E) to the point 
60.00 feet left of and opposite station 
2712+50.00 on said construction center-
line laid out for JJ Club Rd./ Grant Rowe 
Rd.; thence N 18°22’38.3” W a distance 
of 10.00 feet to a point 70.00 feet left of 
and opposite station 2712+50.00 on said 
construction centerline laid out for JJ Club 
Rd. / Grant Rowe Rd.; thence northeast-
erly 85.28 feet along the arc of a curve 
(said curve having a radius of 1130.00 
feet and a chord distance of 85.26 feet 
on a bearing of N 73°47’05.2” E) to the 
point 70.00 feet left of and opposite 
station 2713+30.00 on said construction 
centerline laid out for JJ Club Rd./ Grant 
Rowe Rd.; thence N 35°06’33.9” Ea dis-
tance of 22.74 feet to a point 85.00 feet 
left of and opposite station 2713+45.93 
on said construction centerline laid out 
for JJ Club Rd./ Grant Rowe Rd.; thence 
N 12°57’06.0” W a distance of 70.90 feet 
to a point 105.00 feet left of and opposite 
station 657+73.31 on said construction 
centerline laid out for SR 31 / US 441 
; thence S 44°33’46.0” Ea distance of 
51.61 feet to a point 78.00 feet left of 
and opposite station 657+28.98 on said 
construction centerline laid out for SR 31 
/ US 441 ; thence southeasterly 456.61 
feet along the arc of a curve (said curve 
having a radius of 11720.35 feet and a 
chord distance of 456.58 feet on a bear-
ing of S 11°47’24.4” E) back to the point 
of beginning. Containing 1.101 acres 
more or less. 

December 20, 27, 2025

25-579
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS
Georgia, Laurens County.
All creditors of the Estate of Mary Hobbs, 
deceased, late of Laurens County, are 
hereby notified to render in writing their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said Estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
This 4th day of December, 2025.
William Franklin Hobbs, III and Mary Ellen 
Hobbs Ross, Co-Executors of the Estate of 
Mary Hobbs, deceased
c/o Jackson Dixon
Smith Dixon Law Group, LLC
205 N. Franklin Street
Dublin, GA 31021

December 13, 20, 27, 2025, Jan 3, 2026

25-585
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION
OFFICE OF JACKIE H. DALTON

CLERK SUPERIOR COURT
LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA

PERSONALLY APPEARED THE UNDER-
SIGNED WHO ON OATH DEPOSES AND 
SAYS THAT:
Fernando Reyes, USA
IS/ARE DONG BUSINESS IN LAURENS 
COUNTY, GEORGIA UNDER THE NAME 
OF:
TRADE NAME: Reyes Pine straw & 
Landscaping
ADDRESS: 
Dublin, GA 31021
AND THAT THE NATURE OF THE BUSI-
NESS TO BE CARRIED ON IS:

Yard work, Selling Pine straw to be Spread 
on Flower beds. 
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE 
ME THIS 10 DAY OF DECEMBER, 2025.

December 13, 20, 2025

25-582
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF Laurens 

COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA 
In Re: Christopher Alan Kemp 
Civil Action File No. 25-CD-0978-WT 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME 

GEORGIA, Laurens County 
Notice is hereby given that Christopher Alan 
Kemp, the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia on the 29 day of September, 
2025, praying for a change in the name of 
petitioner from Christopher Alan Kemp to 
Christopher Alan Taylor. Notice is hereby 
given pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court and 
to file objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said Court 
within 30 days of the filing of said petition. 
This 28 day of Oct, 2025.
Christopher Alan Kemp 
Petitioner

December 13, 20, 27, 2025,  January 3, 
2026

25-562
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 

MILDRED CROOMS 
DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 25-219 
NOTICE 

IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will (and 
Codicil(s)) in Solemn Form in the above- 
referenced estate having been duly filed. 
TO: JEFF MADDOX, TIM MADDOX  
This is to notify you to file objection, if 
there is any, to the petition to probate will 
in solemn form, in the Court on or before 
January 5, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party. Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be held on or scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Cwarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

25-514
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
LAURENS COUNTY
WHEREAS, Tisha McDonald
, as borrower(s), executed a SECURITY 
DEED to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as nominee 
for Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC, 
Lender which was dated 7/22/2016, and 
recorded on 7/22/2016, in Instrument No.: 
, Deed Book 2712, Page 232, securing 
the payment of a Note in the amount of 
$81,645.00 in Laurens County, Georgia 
Register of Deeds.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby giv-
en that the entire indebtedness has been 
declared due and payable as provided in 
said Security Deed by the Holder, and by 
virtue of the power of sale and authority 
vested in it, will on 1/6/2026 sell at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash Before 
the Courthouse door of the Laurens County 
Courthouse, 101 N Jefferson Street, Duplin, 
Georgia 31040 of Laurens,  the following 
described property situated in Laurens 
County, Georgia, to wit:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
LYING AND BEING IN THE CITY OF DUB-
LIN, LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA, BE-
ING LOT 3 OF A REARRANGEMENT OF 
BLOCK “C” OF GARDENDALE ESTATES 
SUBDIVISION AND FORMERLY PARTS 
OF LOTS 2 AND 3 OF BLOCK “C” OF SAID 
SUBDIVISION BEING RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 184, IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF LAURENS SUPERI-
OR COURT. THE PROPERTY HEREIN 
CONVEYED IS MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT AN IRON PIN THAT IS 
LOCATED ON THE SOUTH MARGIN OF 
CAMELLIA DRIVE 120 FEET WEST OF 
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
INTERSECTION OF CAMELLIA DRIVE 
AND LANCASTER STREET; THENCE 
RUNNING ALONG THE SOUTH MARGIN 
OF CAMELLIA DRIVE IN A WESTERLY 
DIRECTION 100 FEET TO AN IRON PIN 
THENCE IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION 
112.83 FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE 
IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION 100 FEET 
TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE IN A NORTH-
ERLY DIRECTION 118.66 FEET BACK 
TO THE SOUTH MARGIN OF CAMELLIA 
DRIVE AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
SAID PROPERTY IS IMPROVED BY 
A RESIDENCE KNOWN AS 1502 CA-
MELLIA DRIVE, IS SHOWN ON A PLAT 
PREPARED BY J.D. CLOVER, SURVEY-
OR, DATED NOVEMBER 1, 1966, AND 
RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 246, PAGE 
477, IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
OF LAURENS SUPERIOR COURT, AND 
SAID PLAT AND THE RECORD THEREOF 
ARE BY REFERENCE INCORPORATED 
HEREIN AND MADE A PART OF THIS 
DESCRIPTION.
SAID PROPERTY IS FURTHER IDENTI-
FIED BY THE LAURENS COUNTY TAX 
ASSESSOR AS 1502 CAMELLIA DRIVE, 
DUBLIN, GA 31021, MAP/PARCEL: 
D10F/187
SUBJECT TO COVENANTS, RESTRIC-
TIONS AND EASEMENTS OF RECORD.
Tax Parcel ID: D10F-187
Being real property commonly known as 
1502 CAMELLIA DR DUBLIN, GA 31021

The debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of paying the 
debt and all expenses of this sale including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given).

Said sale will be made subject to the 
following items which may affect the title 
to said property: All restrictive covenants, 
easements and rights-of-way appearing 
of record, if any; all zoning ordinances; 
matters which would be disclosed by an 
accurate survey or by an inspection of the 
property; all outstanding or unpaid bills 
and assessments for street improvements, 
curbing, garbage, water, sewage and 
public utilities which may be liens upon 
said property; and any outstanding taxes, 
assessments and other liens superior to the 
security deed being foreclosed hereby.  To 
the best knowledge and belief of the under-
signed, the above-described property is in 
the possession of the borrower and/or other 
persons with the consent and acquiescence 
of the borrower.
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FROM THE RECORD

Except to the extent that the Holder may 
bind and obligate Mortgagors to warrant 
title to the Property under the terms of the 
Security Deed, conveyance of the Property 
shall be made without any representations 
or warranties whatsoever, express or im-
plied.  All sales are “as is”, “where is’.
The entire purchase price is due and pay-
able at the conclusion of the auction in the 
form of certified funds.  Insufficient funds 
will not be accepted.  Amounts received in 
excess of the winning bid will be refunded 
to the successful purchaser.  This property 
is being sold with express reservation that 
the sale is subject to confirmation by lender 
or Substitute Trustee.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, the 
name, address and telephone number of the 
person or entity who shall have full authority 
to negotiate, amend, or modify all terms of 
the above-described mortgage is as follows: 
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC, 1600 
South Douglass Road, Suite 200-A Ana-
heim, CA 92806, Telephone No.: 800-
561-4567

The foregoing notwithstanding, nothing in 
O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2 shall be construed 
to require Carrington Mortgage Services, 
LLC to negotiate, amend, or modify the 
terms of the Security Deed described here-
in.

Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC as 
Attorney in Fact for Tisha McDonald

Attorney Contact:
Miller, George & Suggs, PLLC
3000 Langford Road, Building 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Phone: 404-793-1447
Fax: 404-738-1558

TS # 25-34150

THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

October 25, November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 
December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025 January 

3, 2026

By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service
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The two were by no 
means any type of pack-
age deal, but it's not lost on 
Grady Howell – who also 
signed with Georgia South-
ern Dec. 3 – how rare and 
neat an opportunity it's go-
ing to be to continue playing 
football at the next level with 
a running back in Ty Cum-
mings who he's blocked for 
since middle school. 

The strong bond shared 
between West Laurens' 
two most highly-recruited 
offensive standouts� and 
their other teammates, was 
one you couldn't miss in 
the chemistry and sense of 
shared desire that helped drive the Raiders 
to their record 13 wins, a region champion-
ship and first-ever state semifinal appear-
ance this past fall. 

Though Howell will be heading to Geor-
gia Southern a semester early as a spring en-
rollee next month (Cummings is set to join 
after a traditional graduation this summer), 
the history-minded duo will be able to get to 
work on a new set of goals in a new place as 
soon as both reunite with sights set on some 
fresh opportunities in Statesboro. 

"It's just unreal the fact that we get to go 
to the same college," Howell said. "We've 
built such a bond together. It's going to con-
tinue at the next level, and we're going to 
continue just to win games." 

Though he moved from a sophomore and 
junior-year position at left tackle to right 
guard (aside from a spot on back on the ex-
terior in an extra-heavy package) this fall, 
Howell was just as much a cornerstone as 
many of the Raiders' leading skill players on 
a roster that began building toward this past 
fall's success as freshmen. 

At 6-foot-5, 280, he was also blessed with 

some uncommon physical gifts realized well 
in advance of that first high school season 
that foreshadowed this eventual D1 poten-
tial. 

Georgia Southern wasn't the only school 
interested, but similar to the recruiting ex-
perience of Cummings, Howell was consis-
tently blown away by how much of a priority 
the Eagles placed on getting him. 

�When , went on my official visit� that 
was just the breaking point," he said. "They 
were showing me all kinds of attention, and 
welcoming. I knew they wanted me worse 
than anything." 

)resh off the culmination of a four-year 
high school career that goes to show what 
can be accomplished by staying the course, 
Howell is enthusiastic about getting started 
with a new chapter that has just as many 
possibilities. 

�,
m definitely most proud of us winning 
region and going from a 1-9, 2-8 team to 
growing and turning this thing around into 
a ��-� semifinal playoff team�� +owell said� 
"I'm most looking forward to the rivalry 
games and the experience and the environ-
ment I'll be in for the next four years."

Ty Cummings' recruit-
ment got a little bit cra-
zy after a record-breaking 
performance against Bald-
win in September suddenly 
launched him into the state-
wide and national spotlight. 

The wave of attention 
earned the West Laurens 
running back a much-de-
served look from some ma-
jor programs, and several 
new opportunities he took 
into consideration along 
with e[isting offers� 

In the end, his original 
commitment to Georgia 
Southern didn't waver. 

The fact that the Eagles 
were one of the first pro-
grams interested, and every-
thing else that made them a 
great fit to begin with� Nept 
him locked in on a destina-
tion in Statesboro that he 
made official at the start of the 1&$$ early 
signing period Dec. 3. 

"They were the only one that really talked 
to me every day and it felt like a connection 
and a family between them," Cummings 
said. "They were the closest to me, closest to 
home, right up the road." 

+is official signing� amid the 5aiders
 fi-
nal preparations for a state semifinal match-
up with -efferson� came with little fanfare 
earlier in the month, but the senior enjoyed 
his day to celebrated with loved ones – from 
teammates and family to coaches and fans – 
who packed out the WLHS library this past 
Wednesday, Dec. 17. 

Most gathered for photos with Cum-
mings around a table decorated with piec-
es of Georgia Southern memorabilia, mixed 
in along with photos and mementoes of 
the many school and state records broken 
during his illustrious high school career (of 
which a recent write-up on the 615-yard, 
eight-touchdown game in Sports Illustrated 
might have been the coolest of all). 

It should come as no surprise that the 
newly-selected region 4-AAA player of the 
year, and the Raiders' class of 2026 as a 
whole, necessitated a complete overhaul 
of the school record book, which Laurens 
&ounty Schools athletic director -eff &lay-
ton finished updating this past weeNend� 

Cummings now tops categories for 
points in a season (204) and career (422), 
all-purpose touchdowns in a season (34) 
and career (70) and season (2,822) and ca-
reer (6,704) all-purpose yards. 

The only rushing categories he doesn't 
lead are single-game attempts (Cummings, 
even in the Baldwin game, never had more 
than 30) and carries in a season (Darius 
Bradford's 244 remains the high mark). 

But his bests for yardage in a game (615), 
season (2,558), career (6,003) and touch-
downs in a game (eight), season (31) and 
all-time (64) will likely be unmatched for 
generations. 

Interestingly enough, Cummings is slat-
ed to be joined in Georgia Southern's run-
ning back room by the player whose sin-
gle-game rushing record he broke on that 
unreal night in September� as former &offee 
Trojan Tyreese Woodgett – a transfer portal 
pickup via GMC – is also a member of its in-
coming recruiting class. 

Both before and after the breakout, no 
one pursued Cummings harder than the 
Eagles, whose running backs coach Taylor 
Reed stayed in near-constant contact to em-
phasize his centrality to their future plans 
on the offensive side of the ball� The contin-
ual communication, and that relationship 
going back to the very beginning of the pro-
cess, counted for a lot when it came time for 
a final decision� 

"It's always been the same," Cummings 
said. "They've been texting me every day 
since the summer... Good morning. How've 
you been? How's the family?" 

On the subject of relationships, a strong 
bond already in place with current and fu-
ture teammate Grady Howell will allow the 
two to picN up right about where they left off 
this past season when Cummings joins him 
as a freshman in Statesboro this fall. 

And as an added bit of deja vu, Shannon 
Adkins and Charleston Southern will also be 
first up on their schedule Sept� � at 3aulson 
Stadium. 

"That's always been our dream and goal 
to play with each other at the next level," 
Cummings said. "And we play against Shan-
non the first game� so that
s gonna be real 
fun." 

With the entire Trinity Christian 
School student body – numbering a 
few hundred – assembled in the Clyde 
Evans Fieldhouse bleachers, Trini-
ty head coach Bruce Lane couldn't 
pass up the chance to tease his Geor-
gia-bound punter Wade Register about how 
much larger a crowd in Athens, and in stadi-
ums around the rest of the SEC, he'll soon be 
playing in front of every Saturday. 

"If this makes you nervous, I was in 
Sanford Stadium a couple weeks ago, and 
there are gonna be a few more people," he 
quipped� before offering 5egister the floor 
to say a few words to those gathered at his 
signing day celebration earlier this month. 

The prospect of doing anything with 
92,000 people watching in person (and 
maybe somewhere close to a million more 
on T9� is definitely no MoNe� much less han-
dling a deep snap and kicking a football 
while several ill-tempered opposing players 
are running your direction. 

But Register, who was hardly fazed by 
this comparatively small spotlight, said he's 
got zero stage fright when it comes to the 
attention and pressure of performing at the 
highest level of the college game. 

"I'm ready," he said. "It's gonna be so 
cool� ,
ve been on the field a few times� not in 
uniform, so I'm excited about that. But look-
ing up at the stadium, at 90,000 people, is 
an extraordinary experience unlike any oth-
er, and I'm super excited about it." 

The nationally-rated specialist, who be-
comes Laurens &ounty
s first NicNer or punt-
er to join the Dawgs since Brian Mimbs (of 
Dublin) in 2004, certainly has some talent 
worthy of the big-time. 

Register demonstrated as much of it in 
front of evaluators at multiple offseason 
events sponsored by special teams-dedi-
cated recruiting service .ohl
s 3rofessional 
&amps as he did on-field handling the bulN 

of the Crusaders' kicking chores the past 
three seasons, over which his career average 
was �� yards per punt and �� per NicNoff� 
the longest of each close to 70. 

He also hit 68 touchbacks and, on punts, 
pinned opponents inside their own 20-yard 
line �� times� on top of maNing �� field goals 
(a longest of 48 yards) and all but one of 
58 point-after tries while leading Trinity in 
both rushing and tackles, among other de-
fensive stats. 

"He is the most decorated player that I've 
coached in 42 years," Lane said. "Under Ar-
mour $ll-$merican� 1o� � punter in the na-
tion, Atlanta Journal-Constitution presea-
son all-state team... But he means so much 
more to us than just as a kicker." 

Much like it would for a baseball pitcher, 
his linebacker's build – 6-foot-2, 218-pounds 
± offered some proMectable upside that 
proved just as exciting to Georgia when it 
offered 5egister� and quicNly secured his 
verbal commitment, early this past summer. 

The chance to become a Bulldog meant 
a lot, though getting to play college football 
in what's basically his own backyard was 
an added blessing that made the decision a 
no-brainer. 

"It is a dream come true to be able to 
play in my home state," Register said. "It's 
two hours up the road, you can't beat it. Any 
certain weekend that I want to I can come 
home and visit with family, and I don't have 
to worry about them taNing plane flights� 
or missing games or anything. Being able 
to basically stay in my community is super 
cool, and I'm really happy to be able to have 
that opportunity."
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4 local football standouts sign early...
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By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

Shannon Adkins isn't 
ashamed of the fact that some 
of the happiest moments of 
his football career have gotten 
just a bit emotional. 

He admits shedding a tear 
or two after fulfilling a long-
time dream when West Lau-
rens won the region 4-AAA 
championship to wrap up a 
perfect regular season back 
in October. But there were 
definitely quite a few flowing 
when another one came true 
much earlier this year, as he 
got a phone call out of the 
blue from a Charleston South-
ern assistant coach to let him 
know he'd be getting the op-
portunity to play Division 1 
college football. 

The Buccaneers had had their eye on the 
Raider linebacker since an introduction at 
some point before his junior season. But 
one thing wouldn't begin leading to another 
until the following spring, when CSU line-
backers coach Zack Johnson stopped by an 
unpadded spring workout during April, and 
got a chance to converse with both Adkins 
and several of his coaches. 

"That day, he shook my hand and we 
didn't really hear from each other... but we 
stayed in contact," Adkins said. "Then, Me-
morial Day, I was driving on the way home, 
and he just called and said, we're gonna of-
fer you. Once he told me that, I just broke 
down crying, and it just went from there." 

After a visit to Charleston during some 
rounds later in the summer, and some time 
to think over his options (which included 
several other in-state opportunities), he'd 
commit to the Bucs late this past season. 

"What stood out to me was the city," Ad-
kins said. "Where we're from, there's not a 
lot down here� So me Must seeing a different 
city, it was like a bigger Savannah. I kind 
of liked how it looked. Water, 30 minutes 
from the beach. The people down there are 
nice� ,t was Must a lot of good stuff down 
there." 

While he might have some sentimental 
moments off the field� $dNins is no softy 
when it comes to tackling, and plays with 

an edge that made him both the emotional 
and statistical leader of the West Laurens 
defense the past two seasons. 

On top of delivering some of his signa-
ture physicality in short-yardage situations 
at running back (where he never took a loss 
on the way to 253 yards and 11 touchdowns 
this year), he had likely the keenest killer 
instincts of the Raiders' sharks on the other 
side of the ball, chalking up 130 total tack-
les (to get within seven and a half of John-
ny 2
1eal
s single-season record� and move 
to eighth on the school career list), and a 
whopping 93 solos, with 10 for loss, two 
sacNs and a hand in five turnovers� plus two 
defensive touchdowns. 

+e and the West Laurens defense defi-
nitely left a literal mark on some opposing 
players� though the figurative one made by 
the Raiders this past season has him more 
than satisfied with what was accomplished 
by the team, and its senior class, to cement 
its status as the program's greatest ever. 

If you asked him for one single memo-
ry from the fall that summed it all up, it'd 
definitely be the poignant winning feeling 
after defeating Westside Augusta to reach a 
long-awaited mountaintop in game 10. 

"I'm gonna have to say the region cham-
pionship," Adkins said. "There's too many 
moments. I can't pick one, but that would 
be my most memorable."

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

/CLAY REYNOLDS

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor



THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

ACROSS
1 Hodgepodge 

category: Abbr.
5 Not fresh

10 Leave out
14 Prefix that means 

“outer”
15 1981 John 

Lennon hit
16 Handle __ care
17 Tush
18 Agenda parts
19 Not difficult
20 Sticky breakfast 

pastry: 2 wds.
23 Mother’s 

nickname
24 Very determined
25 Process, as oil
27 Despises
29 Pass out cards
30 In favor of
32 __ Claus
34 Mexican snacks
38 “__ time no see!”
40 Mexican corn
42 Adhesive liquid
43 “Walk the dog” 

toys
45 Sluggish
47 Metallic mineral
48 Cry loudly
50 Two-person fights
52 Perth native, for 

short
55 Catholic 

clergyman
58 23rd Greek letter
59 Sherlock Holmes’ 

hat
63 Football kick
65 Burj Khalifa’s city
66 “Toy Story” kid
67 Erie or Huron
68 Cynthia of 

“Wicked”
69 “Smokes”
70 Otherwise
71 Al of baseball
72 Editor’s “don’t 

delete”

DOWN
1 French “Thanks”
2 Strand in winter: 

2 wds.

3 Patron of the 
poor: 2 wds.

4 Layer of the eye
5 Group of pool 

competitors: 2 
wds.

6 Dorothy’s dog
7 “So true!”
8 Baby sheep
9 Make certain

10 Have to repay
11 Florida port
12 “Let’s do this!”: 2 

wds.
13 Cooking herb
21 Marching insects
22 Tidy
26 National symbol
28 Slow-moving 

animal
29 Punch-drunk
30 Toilet paper layer
31 Kanga’s kid
33 Cookie holder
35 Tightly bonded
36 Your and my
37 “__ what I did 

there?”

39 Oodles
41 Volcanic event
44 Uttered
46 Prefix meaning 

“trillion”
49 Dandelion puller
51 Fragrant flowers
52 Granny Smith, 

e.g.

53 Customary
54 Submerges
56 Wetland plant
57 Lovers’ meetup
60 French currency
61 Hitter’s stats: 

Abbr.
62 Keep for later
64 Casual top

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Created by Stella Zawistowski 9/3/25

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved

9/3/25

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEVE  PASTIS

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY CHIP DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY: My sister 
recently became very ill and 
had to be hospitalized for four 
days. When I called and told 
our daughter, she was con-
cerned and supportive. Then, 
I called our son, "Isaac," and 
left a message to please call 
me because it was important. 
He did not return my call. 

A couple days later, my 
husband left another message 
for ,saac to call� +e finally 
sent us a picture of himself 
and his family at Disneyland 
in California. He was on va-
cation with his wife and two 
kids and didn't want to be 
bothered. After he got back, 
he waited a few days to call 
me.

I am hurt and disappoint-
ed in Isaac. We live in Texas, 
and they go to Disneyland 
three or four times a year. I 
think Isaac should have taken 
five minutes to return my call 
so , could fill him in about the 
situation with his aunt. Be-
cause of this, I no longer feel 
as close to my son. In fact, I 
feel I'm very unimportant to 
him. Am I wrong to be sad 
and disappointed? Is it com-
mon for close relatives not 
to respond when they are on 
vacation? My sister is now re-
covering, but her illness has 
taken a huge toll on her. -- 
DISILLUSIONED IN TEXAS

DEAR DISILLUSIONED: 
What a rude awakening you 
had. That you are hurt and 
disappointed is understand-
able. Have you been in the 
habit of calling your son at 
inconvenient times? I can't 
think of another reason why 
he would fail to respond to 
your urgent request to talk 
with him.

Your son appears to be 
self-centered and emotionally 
distanced from you and the 
family� ,f this is the first time 
you have noticed, pay atten-
tion to it. If you need a sup-
port system as you and your 
husband grow older, do NOT 
take it for granted that Isaac 
will be there for you.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 
61-year-old woman who still 
works full time. My husband 
is 65 and retired. Unfortu-
nately, he has severe back 
issues that prevent him from 
doing much. He's unable to 
walk or ride long distances or 
even sleep well at night. 

When I get home from 
work, I cook dinner and clean 
up, but by then he's asleep in 
the living room, and I am un-
able to entertain myself. He 
controls the TV, and I'm stuck 
watching old shows from the 
'50s and '60s. I feel so isolat-
ed. We can't go anywhere or 
do anything. I am the loneli-
est married woman I know. 

My husband is currently 
good and kind, but he is get-
ting more easily frustrated by 
everything. Should I stay or 
go? -- WAFFLING IN WEST 
VIRGINIA

DEAR WAFFLING: Where 
you should go is straight to a 
store that sells television sets. 
Buy one for yourself and place 
it in a room your husband 
doesn't sleep in. This should 
solve part of your problem. 
As to your husband's increas-
ing level of frustration, this 
should be discussed with his 
doctor. Neither of you is in a 
particularly happy place right 
now, but this might be a step 
in the right direction.

Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.
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Local 7-day Forecast:
The next 48 hours:

SATURDAY:

63˚
Plenty of sunshine. 

Sunrise: 7:28 a.m.

SATURDAY NIGHT:

34˚
Clear.

Sunset: 5:29 p.m.

SUNDAY:

68˚
Mostly sunny and nice; quiet weather 

for early holiday travelers.

Sunrise: 7:29 a.m.

SUNDAY NIGHT:

39˚
Clear.

Sunset: 5:29 p.m.

Monday
12/22

Tuesday
12/23

Wednesday
12/24

Thursday
12/25

Friday
12/26

HIGH/LOW

61/35
HIGH/LOW

66/44
HIGH/LOW

75/50
HIGH/LOW

64/35
HIGH/LOW

73/51
Intervals of 

clouds and sun.
Pleasant with 

periods of clouds 
and sunshine.

Partly sunny and 
very warm.

Cooler with some 
sunshine.

Warm with times 
of clouds and 

sun.

Sunrise: 7:29 a.m.
Sunset: 5:30 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:30 a.m.
Sunset: 5:30 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:30 a.m.
Sunset: 5:31 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:31 a.m.
Sunset: 5:32 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:31 a.m.
Sunset: 5:32 p.m.

River levels...
Oconee (at Dublin)  .......................................................................... 2.1'
Ocmulgee (at Macon)  ..................................................................  6.33'

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com

It is so cool that Moe‘s 
on Madison has a Christ-
mas pop-up bar during the 
month of December! I’ve 
always seen them in other 
cities and thought it would 
be so festive… Way to go 
Moe’s!

I think it’s time for the 
city of Dublin to do some-
thing besides downtown 
and the southside. Other 
parts of Dublin need atten-
tion too. We all pay taxes on 
the north, south, east and 
west. Everything in the city 
limits of Dublin needs to be 
taken care of.

Why are they always 
discussing downtown safe-
ty? Isn’t the whole city sup-
posed to be covered with 
safety? We need policemen 
all over the city. The people 
on the outside of the down-
town area need coverage 
too.

What will Dublin 
High change their name to 
after consolidation? 

Dublin City would 

rather continue to spiral into 
not existing than admit IGA 
was a mistake and put those 
kids in the same building as 
the other students.

 Is the city school sys-
tem that worried about the 
rich kids moving back to 
Trinity or Laurens County 
than [publicly] admit IGA 
(and those sign-on bonus-
es) were paid for with Covid 
funds?

 Are there any steps
the city or animal control 
can take regarding the dogs 
on the west side of Stone-
wall near Kellam Road? It’s 
become very diffi  cult to walN 
down the street due to this 
issue.

 The multicolored 
lights popping up at the 
stores downtown remind 
me of a vintage Christmas 
… I like it. And the sparkling 
decorated balcony is fantas-
tic� +igh-fi ve to that person�

I hope my stocking is 
stuff ed with MerNy from The 
Jerk Shop. Have ya’ll tasted 

that meat yet? And the sea-
sonings? Easy to shop for 
dads there … and me! It’s 
delicious!

 Someone calling in 
Tell It! is confused. They 
don't understand the dif-
ference between the schools 
and the local governments. 
Schools need consolidation 
not local governments.

 Consolidation of city 
and county governments 
will save money, reduce con-
fusion, and make services 
work better for everyone. 
Consolidation has to hap-
pen. 

Counties in Georgia 
already consolidated are 
outperforming non-consoli-
dated peers in economic de-
velopment. Dublin-Laurens 
County needs this boost in 
development. Consolidation 
is a must

 Mr. Superintendent 
of LCBOE, please go to the 
OWL and send home the 
adult in the building with 
holes in Means and phone in 
hand. Professionals people! 
My child was sent home 
for holes in Means and using 
phone!

 Well Laurens Coun-
tians, it looks like the coun-
ty is doing the same thing 
the city school system is do-
ing. Giving away our money 
for bonuses and then going 
up on our school taxes and 
stuff �

 I was wondering 
if they would spread the 
wealth to more than Must 
downtown. Us in the city 
limits need support also.

 Mr. Towns man I en-
Moyed about your &hrist-
mas movies, but you didn’t 
do Christmas songs. I can 
name three, 33 albums. One 
happens to be Perry Com-
mo, the other happened to 
be Burl Ives - one of my fa-
vorites - and the other is the 
king, Elvis.

9
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Dublin Police 
Department

 - Around 6:23 p.m. on 
1ov� ��� an offi  cer was in 
the bacN parNing lot of the 
police department when he 
heard a single gunshot come 
from the Gladstone Street 
area�

 The offi  cer patrolled the 
Gladstone Street area and 
saw a silver ���� 9olNswa-
gen 3assat traveling without 
taillights� +e maneuvered 
behind the vehicle and ac-
tivated his emergency lights 
at a traffi  c signal� which was 
red� maNing it unsafe for 
him to get out of his patrol 
car to conduct a traffi  c stop�

 While waiting for the 
light to turn green� he saw 
the driver reach over into 
the passenger seat several 
times� 2nce the light turned 
green� the driver pulled over 
into a parNing lot near 1orth 
Washington Street and East 
-acNson Street�

 $n offi  cer used his .-� to 
conduct a free air sniff  of the 

vehicle and the dog alerted 
to the driver¶s side of the ve-
hicle� During a search� they 
discovered a GlocN frame 
semi-automatic handgun�

 The man was charged 
with fi rearms possession 
by a minor� tail lights�lens 
required and criminal use 
of an article with altered ,D 
marN�

 - 2n 1ov� ��� an offi  cer 
responded to 1orth )ranN-
lin Street and East Gaines 
Street for a wrecN without 
inMuries� $n offi  cer met with 
both drivers and gathered 
their information� Driver 
one stated he was traveling 
southbound when he failed 
to stop at the stop sign be-
cause he couldn¶t see it from 
his dim headlights�

 Driver two stated she 
was traveling east on East 
Gaines when driver one 
failed to stop� Driver one 
was issued a citation for fail-
ure to stop at the stop sign�

%oth vehicles were dam-
aged and needed to be 
towed� While running driv-

er two¶s information� her li-
cense came bacN suspended� 
The driver� -essica &arswell� 
��� was charged with driv-
ing while license suspended 
or revoNed� She was taNen to 
the police department to be 
fi ngerprinted and released� 

 -  $ndrew EliMah 0artin� 
��� was charged with driving 
under the infl uence� driving 
while license suspended or 
revoNed and tag�registra-
tion requirements on South 
-eff erson Street around 
����� a�m� on 1ov� �� for a 
D8, investigation�

 2nce on scene� offi  cers 
met with 0artin who said 
he had one beer a while 
ago� The investigation led to 
0artin being arrested� +e 
was taNen to the Laurens 

&ounty -ail for booNing�
 - 3atrice Denise Wil-

liams� ��� was charged with 
theft by shoplifting around 
����� p�m� on Dec� � at T- 
0a[[ on 9eterans %oule-
vard. 

 $n offi  cer responded to 
the store in reference to a 
shoplifting call� The offi  cer 
met with a loss prevention 
employee who said that a 
woman� identifi ed as Wil-
liams� had been seen putting 
items into her cart and then 
walNing out of the front of 
the store to her red .ia se-
dan.

 2ffi  cers saw Williams 
who told them she had pur-
chased the items but later 
retracted the statement and 
stated that she had taNen 

two Nid¶s dolls and some 
pieces of Nid¶s clothing from 
the store without paying�

 Williams was transport-
ed by offi  cers to the police 
department to be fi nger-
printed and then released 
on summons�

Laurens County 
Sheriff's Office

 - 2n Dec� �� around 
noon� a deputy initiated a 
traffi  c stop on a stolen ���� 
)ord )-��� near +ighway 
�� South� The investigation 
led to the arrests of .endra 
5ena &arter� ��� of %a[ley 
and -ames -osh =acNer� ��� 
of %a[ley� 

 =acNer was charged with 
possession of scheduled ,, 
drugs� theft by receiving 
stolen property and driving 
while license suspended�
revoNed while &arter was 
charged with possession of 
scheduled ,, drugs�

 - 2n Dec� �� around ���� 
p�m�� a deputy met with a 
man about an incident on 

Salter 0oon�
 - $ theft occurred on 

Wyatt 0artin 5oad in East 
Dublin around ����� a�m� 
on 2ct� ��

 - 2n Dec� �� around 
����� p�m�� a deputy talNed 
to the complainant on the 
phone about something that 
happened between him and 
his e[-coworNer on Dec� ��

 Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record 
and was taken from reports 
of local law enforcement 
agencies. These reports do 
not refl ect guilt or inno-
cence. An "arrest" does not 
always indicate incarcera-
tion. Readers are cautioned 
that people may have simi-
lar names. Police Beat does 
not identify minor children, 
victims of sexual assault, 
suicide attempts or medical 
conditions. Cases dismissed 
do not appear if the news-
paper is notifi ed before 
deadline.

POLICE BEAT...

 The 0ount Tilla %aptist &hurch )amily 
will hold a &hristmas play on Dec� �� at �� 
a�m� called ³The Trial of 0ary� 0other of -e-
sus�´ Directors are &atherine 5o]ar and Luci-
anna .emp� Everyone is welcomed� 

)ree 9ision Deliverance 2utreach 0in-
istry� ��� &harles W� 0anning Sr� Way� will 
hold a service to bring in the 1ew <ear at �� 
p�m� on Dec� ��� The theme will be The Swift 
Shift� 

The +ouse of 5efuge 0inistries ,nterna-
tional� ��� &entral Dr�� invites everyone to its 
1ew <ear¶s Eve service on Wednesday� Dec� 
�� at ����� p�m�

The )irst 5ehoboth %aptist $ssociation of 
0ontrose will have a worship service on -an� 
� at � p�m� 9ice moderator 5ev� Eric &arswell 
and 8pper 0ount =ion %aptist &hurch of -ef-
fersonville will lead the service� Everyone is 
invited� 

 Religion Digest is for special services and 
events at our local churches. Please send in 
announcements to tchnewsreporter@gmail.
com by 9 a.m. every Thursday to appear in 
the upcoming Saturday edition of The Couri-
er Herald. 

RELIGION DIGEST
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was operating in a deficit in 
January 2025. Then in Au-
gust� school officials were 

notified by the state that 
the district owed more than 
�� million in overdue pay-

ments to the State +ealth 
%enefit 3lan for employee 
insurance�

State officials also found 
other �operational defi-
ciencies� and determined 
the system faced a deficit 
of more than ����� million� 
if nothing changed� by the 
time the fiscal year ends 
ne[t -une� Even with the Mob 
reductions and other cuts� 
the current proMected defi-
cit is about �� million� 3ool 
said.

�Where did that money 
go"� Schoolar asNed�

Though she was not in-
volved in financial decisions 
at the time� 3ool blamed the 
deficit on the incorrect bud-
get and �mismanagement of 
funds�� 

�We hired too many peo-
ple� and we did not have the 
funds�� she said� 

The Mudge said his de-
cision will be based on the 
school district
s financial 
position in )ebruary ���� ± 
when White signed her new 
contract ± and on whether 
district officials breached 
her contract�

Schoolar said White and 
other employees should not 
pay for the school district
s 
poor past choices� $ sum-
mary report from the state 
Department of Education 
found the system
s deficit 
crisis on �financial misman-
agement� lacN of fundamen-
tal financial Nnowledge and 
processes� and a culture of 
e[cess related to programs 
and personnel�� 

The reports also said the 
school system used &29,D 
funding �to masN the dis-
trict
s underlying financial�
budgetary issues� and al-
lowed the district to report 
positive fund balances for 
several years�

�Whether it was former 
employee or not� the district 
has put itself in this posi-
tion�� said Schoolar� �They 
were hiring new employees 
when they Nnew they had a 
negative balance in the gen-
eral fund� , don
t thinN they 
should be given a pass be-
cause they
re saying� 
1ow 
we can
t afford it�
�

Green said his own wife 
is a teacher� and �when you 
sign a contract� you e[pect to 
be there for the whole year�� 
+owever� he acNnowledged 
the school system
s precari-
ous financial situation� %oth 
the Mudge and school attor-
ney %rian Smith liNened su-
ing the broNe school system 
to �trying to get blood out of 
a turnip." 

The lawsuit seeNs declar-
atory relief that the school 
�has no authority to unilat-
erally terminate� contracts 
and a writ of mandamus re-
quiring that the board rein-
state White to her position 
for the entirety of the ����-
���� school year� 

�+ypothetically if , grant 
the writ of mandamus� have 
, not opened the floodgates 
for every other aggrieved 
employee to come in� and 
at some point you
re going 
to have ��� breach-of-con-
tracts you can
t pay"� Green 
asNed� 

�They don
t have the 
money� <ou
re going to have 
endless copycat lawsuits 
wanting the same relief� 
and they won
t be able to 
pay anybody� Every single 
person who worNed there is 
going to sue� saying� 
+ey� , 
should have gotten paid but 
, haven
t been��

Smith argued the dis-
trict
s reduction-in-force 
policy allows the school 
board to terminate em-
ployees for a lacN of fund-
ing� +owever� White
s law-
yer� 3$GE attorney Ellen 
Schoolar� countered that 
the policy allows firings 
only if funding decreases� 
and she produced budget 
documents and an updated 
cashflow statement show-
ing the schools actually re-
ceived more funding than 
budgeted for the current fis-
cal year�

�There has not been a 
decrease in funds� We
ve 
established that� They Must 
want to use the money for 
something else because 
somebody dropped the 

ball�� Schoolar said� �They 
don
t have answers for how 
that money went missing� 
%ut they did have the funds 
to Neep 0s� White em-
ployed� They Must chose to 
use those funds in a differ-
ent way."

3ool� who was curricu-
lum director before taNing 
over for former Superinten-
dent )red Williams in 2cto-
ber and had no role in finan-
cial decisions before then� 
confirmed the documents 
but disputed the numbers 
on the budget approved in 
-une� before the start of the 
new fiscal year�

�The budget adopted by 
the board is not the same 
thing as it being accurate�� 
3ool said��This document is 
not accurate� We Nnow that 
now� The e[penditures have 
increased beyond what that 
documents says� The dis-
trict had more e[penditures 
that it had revenue��

3ool� who was the only 
school official attending the 
hearing� also testified that 

although she was not super-
intendent at the time� it was
her understanding that the 
school board learned that it 

Cardiac Care Specialists 
of Dublin

someone on call at all times

formerly known as Cardiopulmonary Associates

202 Fairview Park Drive, 

STE 200, Dublin

Back Row, left to right: Alan Green, Dana Hardison, Lindsay McLeod, 

Kelly Newsom, Wendy Brooks, Brooke Player, Kelly Tuten, Brandi Deaton, 

Lauren Padgett. Front Row, left to right: Regina Andrews, FNP-BC, 

Surender Malhotra, M.D., Shannon Gay, FNP-C

478-272-2970
1805 Rice Ave., Ste. D, Dublin
Williamsburg Shopping Center

SCHOOL HEARING
Continued from page 1
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 The board approved 
board meeting times for 
5:30 p.m. in 2026, with its 
work sessions to begin at 5 
p.m. The work sessions for 
2026 will be held on Jan. 
6, Feb. 10, March 10, April 
14, May 12, Aug. 11, Sept. 
8, Oct. 6, Nov. 10 and Dec. 
8. There are no work ses-
sions in June or July. The 
board’s regular meetings 
will be held on Jan. 8, Feb. 
12, March 12, April 16, May 
14, June 11, July 9, Aug. 13, 
Sept. 10, Oct. 8, Nov. 12 and 
Dec. 10.
 In other meeting news:
 � Garnto showed the 
board a graphic of the lay-
out of the Eastside campus 
and where the new East 
Laurens Elementary School 
would be, and the location 
of the new ELMS athletic 
complex.
 � The Clean School 
Award went to West Lau-
rens Middle School.
 � The board room art was 
provided by East Laurens 
Middle School. Some of the 
art, which had a Christmas 
theme, was brought over to 
the old West Laurens High 
building.
 � The WLHS competition 
and game day cheerleaders 
were recognized for their 
seasons. The competition 
squad won region and fi n-

ished third in state. Game 
day cheerleaders fi nished 
fourth out of 25 teams in 
state.
 � Garnto brought up op-
tions for tracks at WLHS 
and ELHS. He wanted the 
board to have information 
on four diff erent bids on the 
track surfaces.
 “We’ll be recommending 
the top dollar one because 
it gets an average of about 
10 to 12 years out of those 
surfaces,” Garnto said. “I’m 
just giving you this for gen-
eral information, and it will 

come as a proposal next 
month.”
 � The board approved 
the transfer of Mikahaila 
Dixon from SWLE to Heart-
land as parapro.
 � The board approved 
the retirements of Lili Boz-
eman, Shayna Morgan and 
Jennifer Tucker, all teach-
ers at East Laurens Primary 
School.
 � The board approved the 
following new hires: Britta-
ny Allen (food nutrition as-
sistant at SWLE); Theodore 
Eagy (bus driver for Laurens 

COUNTY SCHOOLS
Continued from page 1

aligned classroom and com-
munity strategies.
 “Healthy communities 
depend on strong schools 
and a strong workforce. By 
supporting early literacy 
together, we are making a 
long-term investment in the 
families and businesses that 
make Dublin thrive,” Kight 
said.
 These events refl ect a 
shared commitment to im-
proving early childhood lit-
eracy by increasing access 
to books, supporting fam-

ilies, and aligning school 
and community eff orts from 
birth to age 5. The part-
nership is part of a broad-
er eff ort among Georgia 
communities to close early 
literacy gaps through col-
laborative strategies that 
prepare young learners for 
kindergarten and long-term 
success.
 SDES was the fi rst stop 
for the reading events.
 “The early years shape 
a child’s entire learning 
journey,” said Marcee Pool, 
interim superintendent of 
Dublin City Schools. “When 

families and schools join 
with community partners, 
we can create stronger 
foundations for every stu-
dent who walks through our 
doors.”
 About two hours later, 
offi  cials traveled to SWLE to 
do the same program. 
 “Our focus is on giving 
young children every op-
portunity to thrive,” said 
O.J. Hall, superintendent 
of Laurens County Schools. 
“This collaboration ex-
pands access to books and 
strengthens the support 
families receive during the 

Dublin Fire and Laurens 
County Fire departments 
arrived on the scene and put 
the fi re out and notifi ed me 
to come to the scene because 
there was a deceased body 

lying inside there.” 
 Stanley pronounced 
the man dead at the scene 
at 5:01 a.m. The man had 
been sent to the Georgia Bu-
reau of Investigation Crime 
Lab in Atlanta for positive 
identifi cation purposes and 

to determine the cause of 
death.
 “We’re going to have to 
identify him through dental 
records,” Stanley said. “I’m 
going to hold off  giving the 
name until I make sure it’s 
him.”

FATAL FIRE
Continued from page 1

READING PROGRAMS
Continued from page 1

/PAYTON TOWNS III

County Schools); Julie Frix 
(teacher at ELMS); Kate-
lynn Hayes (food nutrition 
assistant at SWLE); Carley 

Kersey (parapro at ELPS); 
Raymond Palmer (custodi-
an at ELPS); and Reid Ra-
gan (teacher at ELMS).

 � The board named Jack-
son Carter as a community 
coach for WLHS boys soc-
cer.
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