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School chief candidate: Dublin teachers 'treated unfairly’'

District officials dispute claims as unfounded

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

A candidate for state school
superintendent has written the
Dublin City Board of Education,
criticizing the district's "deeply
troubling”" treatment of teachers
during its current financial crisis.

Randell Trammel, who is chal-
lenging Superintendent Richard
Woods next year's election, said
he heard reports at a recent town
hall meeting in Dublin that some
teachers have been threatened
with loss of their certification if
they leave for another job.

"The suggestion or direct com-
munication that educators may
face loss of certification should
they choose to leave midyear for
employment in another district —
especially under circumstances as
extraordinary as these — is entire-
ly unacceptable. Such threats are
inappropriate, unprofessional and
punitive. Teachers should never
be coerced into remaining in a sys-
tem that has failed to uphold its re-
sponsibilities to them," Trammel
wrote.

"Many have endured salary re-
ductions, cuts to paid working days

and even received their paychecks
late — an indisputable breach of
contract. These conditions place
immense strain not only on teach-
ers’ professional lives but also on
their personal financial stability.
To hold them responsible for the
consequences of administrative
mismanagement is profoundly un-
just."

Dublin City Schools officials
were preparing a statement in
response to Trammell's letter at
press time Wednesday but disput-
ed his claims as unfounded, not-
ing that due to budget constraints
the system actually is encouraging
teachers to pursue opportunities if

offered.

Faced with a projected $13
million deficit by fiscal year's end,
Dublin City cut more than 50 po-
sitions, including about a dozen
teachers, as part of its deficit re-
duction plan filed with the state,
and has had to borrow from next
year's state funding to meet pay-
roll and other obligations for three
consecutive months. The district
also owes more than $6 million to
the State Health Benefit Plan after
not paying employer contributions
for more than a year. State officials
looking into those overdue pay-
ments found other "operational
deficiencies" that included the sys-

tem not having completed an audit
since 2021.

A summary report from the
state Department of Education
blamed the district's financial cri-
sis on "financial mismanagement,
lack of fundamental financial
knowledge and processes, and a
culture of excess related to pro-
grams and personnel.”

Trammell's letter says the dis-
trict's "precarious situation" is one

"of its own making."

"For this reason, I strongly urge
you to refrain from any further pu-
nitive behavior, intimidation from

DUBLIN SCHOOLS
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Santa visits
Dudley to
share real
reason for
Christmas

By PAYTON TOWNS IiI

Senior Reporter

VA houses largest
number of homeless

veterans in 7 years
Carl Vinson helped house 260 locally

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER VA began using this
HERALD new methodology in 2022,
The Department of Vet- and when applied retroac-

The siren could be eas-
ily heard as Santa Claus
rode into Dudley on an old
firetruck. Stepping out of
the vehicle, Santa greeted
everyone with a “Ho! Ho!
Ho!” as he walked over
to the sidewalk leading to
Dylan Harrison Memorial
Park to shake hands with
children.

The city of Dudley’s an-
nual Christmas tree lighting
was held like always, the
Saturday after Thanksgiv-
ing.

“This is a night we always
look forward to, kicking off
the Christmas season here
in Dudley. We have Santa
Claus here who will help us
light our Christmas tree in

Santa Claus talks and poses for photos with children during Dudley’s tree-lighting ceremony

/PAYTON TOWNS IlI

this park where we honor
Dylan Harrison," said Dud-
ley Mayor Jason Locke. ”
Once Santa pushed a
button to turn on the lights,
he had a special message for

the children and adults in
the park.

“There is no better place
to be than Dudley, Geor-
gia,” he said. “It’s cold down
here, of course not as cold as

itisin the North Pole. We've

been doing a lot of work and

making a lot of presents.”
Santa sat in a tree to read

DUDLEY CHRISTMAS

Continued on page 10

eran Affairs announced
that it  permanently
housed 51,936 homeless
veterans across the coun-
try in fiscal year 2025.

That number is 4,011
more veterans than VA
housed last year. The na-
tionwide numbers include
260 veterans permanently
housed by the Carl Vinson
VA Medical Center.

This is VA’s best na-
tional performance since
it began tracking the num-
ber of individual Veter-
ans permanently housed
instead of the total num-
ber of permanent hous-
ing placements, ensuring
a more accurate count of
the number of Veterans
helped.

tively to 2019, the num-
bers look like this:

e 2019: 49,462 per-
manent housing place-
ments/48,133 unique vet-
erans housed

* 2020: 45,397/44,048

* 2021: 39,637/38,401

* 2022: 41,208/39,868

* 2023: 48,059/46,051

* 2024: 51,124/47,925

* 2025: 53,839/51,936

In May 2025, VA took
bold action to reduce Vet-
eran homelessness by
launching its Getting Vet-
erans Off the Street ini-
tiative, in which every VA
health care system across
the country hosted dedi-

VA HOMELESS

Continued on page 10

Dublin Exchange Club honors businesses, |
individuals for faithfully flying Old Glory

By PAYTON TOWNS 111

Senior Reporter

The Dublin Exchange Club
recently celebrated the American
flag by honoring individuals and
businesses who proudly fly Old
Glory.

Exchange Club member Craig
West read of the names and
showed photos of houses and
businesses where the American
flag waves in Laurens and John-
son counties.

Sonny Wilkes, David and Don-
na Scott, Citizens Bank, Farmers
Furniture, Southern Heritage
BBQ and Midway Straw received
plaques for their American flags.

“These people fly their flags
daily in their yards or at their
businesses,” West said. “Today
we would like to honor them for
what they do for us each and ev-

ery day.”

Exchange Club member Craig West speaks during an American flag

presentation/PAYTON TOWNS I

West asked William Sumner
about the hay bales he displays
as an American flag.

first did their display in 2019. “Back
then, patriotism in the United
States was not as great as it should

gy

“It just seemed like there was be. We thought this would be a good

a big void on Highway 319,” said thing to try. It was really a thing of
Sumner, who added that they happenstance.”

Members of the Dublin High School Honor Guard present the colors
at the Dublin Exchange Club meeting/PAYTON TOWNS I

The Dublin High School Honor
Guard presented the colors at the
beginning of the program. West

FLAG PROGRAM

Continued on page 10

Feed the hungry:' Local restaurant, church keep up Thanksglvmg tradltlon

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

Paula's Fried Chicken and Holly Springs
Baptist Church teamed up last week to con-
tinue a long-running tradition on Thanks-

giving.

"We feed the hungry on Thanksgiving
Day," said Eugene Smith, who owns and
operates Paula's with his wife, Ellen.

The Smiths and the church served more
than 500 plates of turkey and dressing,
green beans, candied yams and cake, along
with drinks. The annual feeding of the hun-
gry began about 25 years ago, when Smith's
mother, Pauline Smith, ran the restaurant

in East Dublin.

Tony Gay, a loyal Paula's customer for ¥ I

three decades, heard of the Thanksgiving
event about three years ago and decided
to help out. He and his daughter, Kayton
Brown, a teacher, gather a list of about 20
people in need and volunteer delivering the

meals.

ily function.

INDEX

"I wanted to do something for people
and help them out, the people who might
not get a Thanksgiving lunch," he said.

Though not on the Thanksgiving menu,
the restaurant's chicken is Gay's go-to
whenever he's asked to bring meat to a fam-

"You talking about the best fried chicken
you ever put in your mouth."
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From left: Patricia Howell picks up plates from Curtis Gainey and Ellen and Eugene Smith
at Paula’s Fried Chicken on Thanksgiving morning/RODNEY MANLEY
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Rosemary Attebury
Duvall

Funeral services for Mrs.
Rosemary Attebury Duvall
was held Wednesday, Dec. 3,
2025 at 11 a.m. at Anchor of
Hope in Soperton with Rev.
Gilbert Posey and Broth-
er Robbie Byrd officiating.
Burial will be in the Carter's
Chapel Cemetery. Mrs. Du-
vall died Sunday, Nov. 30,
2025.

Mrs. Duvall, 79, was the
daughter of the late Gerald
and Evelyn Pruitt Duvall.
She was born in New Har-
mony, Ind. on Oct. 29, 1946,
was a high school graduate
and attended junior college
in Ilinois for a short time.
Rosemary was a writer and
had written a book of her
hometown and early life in
Kentucky. She wrote many
poems, some of which were
published in magazines and
enjoyed by many. She was
a volunteer at Scott Health
& Rehab for several years
where she made them laugh
and cry with her stories,
loved to share Christ with
anyone she met and she
also started one of the first
Law Enforcement Support
Groups in the state of Geor-
gia which was located in
Adrian, Ga. She was preced-
ed in death by her husband,
James; sister, Kathy and two
brothers, Jerry and David.

Survivors include her two
sons, Timothy Lee (Rachel)
Duvall of Scott and Tobi-
as Duke Duvall of Phoenix,
Ariz.; granddaughter, McK-
ayla (Calvin) Lauderdale
of DuQuoin, Ill. and three
great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that dona-
tions be made to your favor-
ite charity in Honor of Mrs.
Rosemary Duvall.

Higgs Funeral Home
(higgsfuneralhomeandflo-
rist.com and facebook) of
Soperton has charge of ar-
rangements.

Lynn "Neil" Mullis Jr.

Lynn "Neil" Mullis Jr.,
75, passed away on Nov.
29, 2025. He was born on
March 28, 1950, in Dublin,
Georgia, to the late Lynn
Neil Mullis and the late Pa-
tricia Bedingfield Mullis
Boyer. He grew up in Rentz
and later Dublin, where he
formed many of the lifelong
friendships and values that
shaped him.

Neil is survived by his
wife and love of his life for 54
years, Suzi Fletcher Mullis
formerly of Indian Springs,
Georgia; his daughter Nicole
Rodriguez and her husband
Darren of St. Simons Island;
his son Spence Mullis and
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wife Brandy; his grandson
Beau Mullis and wife Taylor;
and his granddaughter Nan
Marie “Bebe” Mullis, all of
Dublin. He is also survived
by his sister, Marie Mullis
Durrett and her husband,
Dr. William Durrett of Aik-
en, South Carolina. Uncle
Neil was also loved by sever-
al nieces and nephews.

Neil was raised in Pine
Forest Methodist Church in
Dublin and later became a
member of St. Simons Unit-
ed Methodist. He worked
hard and earned the rank of
Eagle Scout with Troop 68.
He graduated from Dublin
High School in 1968, attend-
ed Middle Georgia College,
and went on to earn a de-
gree in Sociology from Geor-
gia College in Milledgeville.
He later completed graduate
coursework at the Univer-
sity of Georgia (Go Dawgs!)
and became a Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselor.

Neil spent 34 years work-
ing for the State of Georgia’s
Department of Human Re-
sources, Vocational Rehabil-
itation Services. During that
time, he helped many indi-
viduals with disabilities find
stable, long-term employ-
ment. He took great pride in
that work and the people he
served.

He loved his time on the
family farm in Rentz, where
he found joy in gardening,
hunting, woodworking and
capturing wildlife through
his camera lens. He was
preceded by his two faith-
ful four-legged compan-
ions, Cissy and Remi, who
rambled with him many
years on the farm and in
the woods. He loved kayak-
ing the rivers of middle and
southeast Georgia with his
buddies who affectionately
called themselves the Dodge
County Navy.

St. Simons Island was
another place close to his
heart, a treasured retreat
for his family. While living
there in the early 1980s, he
delighted in playing Santa
eachyear, arriving by shrimp
boat at the village pier to see
the waiting children. Climb-
ing the ladder from the boat
was always part of the show,
though especially challeng-
ing at low tide.

Neil was an active ama-
teur HAM radio operator,
known by his call sign N4S-
SI. Through radio, he con-
nected with people across
the country and around the
world, something he en-
joyed in his later years.

Neil will be remem-
bered for his steady, calm-
ing presence, his dedication
to helping others, and the
meaningful connections he
built throughout his life.
As a licensed professional
counselor, he had a remark-
able ability and a genuine
willingness to guide, sup-
port and counsel those who
turned to him, offering clari-
ty, compassion, and comfort
when it was needed most.

A memorial service will
be held at a later date on St.
Simons Island.

Inlieu of flowers, the fam-
ily invites those who wish to
do so to consider a gift to St.
Simons United Methodist
Church, 624 Ocean Boule-
vard, St. Simons Island, GA
31522.

Serenity Funeral Home
— Dublin has charge of ar-
rangements.

Joyce Aileen
Young Hedrick

Joyce Aileen Young Hed-
rick of Asheville, North Car-
olina passed away Nov. 24 at
the age of 92. As a believer
in Christ, she now lives re-
stored with Him in heaven.
Joyce was born in Leba-
non, Indiana to Bertha Belle
Burkle Young and Raymond
C. Young. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents,
her siblings Stanley Young
and Mary Beth Guard,
grandson Jordan Hedrick
and her loving husband of
68 years, Reginald Lee He-
drick. She is survived by
her siblings Warren Young
(Jean) of Cary, North Car-
olina and Carolyn Williams
of Corydon, Indiana, four
children and their spouses,
Brian Hedrick (Mellonee) of
Marietta, Georgia, Barbara
Burril (Matthew) of Fletch-
er, North Carolina, Mark
Hedrick (Beth) of Asheville,
North Carolina and Scott
Hedrick (Delaney) of Coo-
per City, Florida; 14 grand-
children and their spouses
Michaela Avery (Pete), Aar-
on Hedrick, Luke Hedrick
(Leah), Jacob Hedrick, Brid-
get Langley (Braden), Julie
Bohannon (Charles), Laura
Lee Rorabaugh (Jonathan),
Valerie Mormando (Austin),
Lauren Ware (Matt), Paige
Wimmer (Trey), Blake He-
drick (Emily), Nicole He-
drick, Jenna Hedrick and
Brooke Hedrick; and 16
great-grandchildren. Joyce
lived her life in service to the
Lord, her family and com-
munity, believing that “Each
of you should use whatev-
er gift you have received
to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in
its various forms” I Peter
4:10.

Joyce grew up in rural
Indiana as the oldest of five
children where she worked
on the family farm, was an
active member of 4-H Club
and president of her Mont-
morenci High School class of
16 students! She completed
her B.S. in Home Economics
at Purdue University where
she was a member of Phi Mu
Sorority. After graduation
and marriage to Reggie, she
taught Home Economics
and Physical Education in
Indiana, Georgia and Flor-
ida, but she would say her
true calling in life was to
home, family, and commu-
nity, retiring from teaching
to stay home to raise their
four children. Joyce enjoyed
leading parenting classes
and Friendship Bible Coffee
groups. She and Reggie host-
ed many foreign exchange
students and their families.
She was a board member
for Christian Women’s Club
and Pine Forest Methodist
Church, where she sang in
the choir and taught Sunday
School classes. She served in
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the Dublin Service League
and as American Red Cross
Bloodmobile Chairman. She
was named Woman of the
Year in 1985 and Civitan
Club Citizen of the Year in
1988 in their hometown of
Dublin, Georgia. After Reg-
gie’s retirement, they en-
joyed travelling the country
in their motorhome, attend-
ing RV rallies, and visiting
friends and family in most
of the contiguous United
States. In between trips, she
joyfully spent time as Mom
and Meemom with her be-
loved children and grand-
children. She remained ac-
tive in their home church
and in various committees
and clubs in their retirement
communities of Lake Ash-
ton in Lake Wales, Florida
and Deerfield in Asheville,
North Carolina.

The family would like to
thank all the administra-
tive, healthcare and support
staff at Deerfield Retire-
ment Community, St. Giles
Chapel, and Four Seasons
Hospice for their excellent,
compassionate care of Joyce
during the final years of her
life. They treated her and us
like family and we are grate-
ful.

The Celebration of Life
will be held Saturday, Jan.
17 at Arden Presbyterian
Church in Arden, North Car-
olina. Visitation is at 3 p.m.
and the service is at 4 p.m..
The service will be available
by live stream by clicking on
“Live Webcast” at https://
www.ardenpreschurch.
com/ prior to the service
time.

In lieu of flowers, the
family kindly requests that
donations in her memory be
made to the following orga-
nizations:

Scalpel at the Cross, the
Christian medical mission
work in the Peruvian Ama-
zon region of South America
done by son Mark Hedrick.

https://scalpelatthe-
cross.org/donate/

CRU, Campus Crusade
for Christ, the Christian
missions work for college
students of granddaughter
Michaela Hedrick Avery and

Peter Avery.
https://give.cru.

org/0579533 .
Employee  Scholarship

Fund at Deerfield Retire-
ment Community (Joyce
was a big advocate of this
fund, serving on this com-
mittee while at Deerfield.)
https://deerfieldwnec.
org/charitable-foun-
dation/#h-founda-
tion-funds-amp-projects

Johnnie Hilliard Rewis

Johnnie Hilliard Rewis,
67, of Milan, Ga., died Mon-
day, Dec. 1, 2025.

A graveside service will
be held at 3 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 3, at Sand Grove
Baptist Church.

She is survived by her
husband - Kenny” Rew-
is; sister — Willaree Hulett;
brother-in-law — Herman
Spires; nieces and neph-
ews — Greg Evans (Cen-
ith), Randy Evans (Linda),
Paula Spires, Alexis As-
bell (Bryan), David Hulett
(Michelle), Michelle Floyd

(Brett), Danielle Smith and
Nicole Hulett.

The family will receive
friends in Southerland Fu-
neral Chapel from 1 p.m.
- 2:15 p.m. on Wednesday,
Dec. 3.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has
charge of arrangements.

Charlotte Norris
Hilliard

Charlotte Norris Hilliard,
81, of Rhine, Ga., died Mon-
day, Dec. 1, 2025.

Funeral services will be
held at 11 a.m. Friday, Dec.
5, at Pleasant Grove Bap-
tist Church, with interment
in Pleasant Grove Baptist

Church Cemetery.
She is survived by her
daughter - Norris Ann

Hilliard Velasquez (Lee
Roy); son — Henry Hilliard
(Jessy); step-daughter -
Carmen Hilliard Stuckey
(Rocky); five grandchildren;
six great-grandchildren; sis-
ter-in-law — Javene Hilliard
Presley.

The family will receive
friends in Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church from 10 a.m.
- 11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 5.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Homeof Eastman has
charge of arrangements.

Ardell Wright Jr.

Funeral services for Mr.
Ardell Wright Jr., of East
Dublin, Georgia, will be held
on Friday, Dec. 5, 2025, at 1
p-m. at the Buckeye Baptist
Church, 2176 New Buckeye
Road in East Dublin.

Ardell Wright Jr., made
his entrance into this world
on Monday, Jan. 31, 1955, in
Belle Glade, Florida, to the
late Ardell Wright Sr. and
the late Lullene Wright. He
was the second child born
to this union. Affectionately
known as “Brother,” Ardell
was cherished by many fam-
ily members and friends.

Ardell received his ear-
ly education at B.D. Perry
Elementary School in East
Dublin, Georgia, and grad-
uated from Johnson County
High School in Wrightsville
in 1973. He went on to con-
tinue his studies at Abraham
Baldwin College in Tifton,
Georgia. He was an indus-
trious man who dedicated

Q MARIANNA, FLORIDA

online

auction s

North Florida
Farmland & [N
Packing Facility S

BIDDING ENDS DEC 9TH AT 7HAUCTIONS.COM

30 years of service to BASF,
previously known as Engel-
hard Corporation.

He began his Christian
journey at an early age at
Buckeye Baptist Church,
where he faithfully served
in numerous capacities,
including on the Deacon
Board, the Male Voices, the
Usher Ministry, Vacation Bi-
ble School as a Teacher and
as Sunday School Superin-
tendent. He also attended
the State GMBC Congress
of Christian Education and
the GMBC State Usher Con-
ventions. Ardell loved mu-
sic and will be remembered
fondly for sharing music
CDs with his church family
and friends.

Deacon Wright leaves to
cherish his memory his lov-
ing wife of 49 years, Dian
Wallace Wright; his sons,
Christopher Wright and
Alexander Wright, both of
Wrightsville, Georgia; his
brother, Carror “C” Wright
of Byron, Georgia; and
his sister, Angel Wright of
Wrightsville, Georgia.

He is also survived by
extended family members:
sisters Vandell (Darren)
Rogers of Hahira, Georgia;
Vanisha Wright of Atlanta,
Georgia; Valentine Rogers
of Perry, Georgia; and Mary
Ann Wright of Tifton, Geor-
gia; brothers Timothy (Amy)
Wright of Jacksonville, Flor-
ida; James Wright of Grif-
fin, Georgia; Ezekiel (Jerry)
Wright of Valdosta, Georgia;
Michael Wright of Tifton,
Georgia; Ardell Wright IIT of
Dixon, Tennessee; Charles
Wright of Atlanta, Geor-
gia; and Matthew Wright of
Leesburg, Georgia.

He leaves behind be-
loved sisters-in-law, Atlean
Wilcher, Adell Wallace, and
Louise Wallace of Wrights-
ville, Georgia; Angele Wal-
lace of Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania; and Phylis Wallace
Tyson of Deerfield, Florida;
and brothers-in-law, John-
nie David and Willie Frank
Wallace of Meriden, Con-
necticut.

Ardell’s memory will also
be cherished by devoted
nieces O’Sheta “Nikki” Har-
ris of Fort Valley, Georgia,
and Maresa Wright of Ma-
con, Georgia; great-nephew
Justin Harris of Fort Val-
ley, Georgia, and great niece
Logan Henderson of Ma-
con, Georgia; and a host of
other beloved relatives and
friends.

Ardell Wright Jr. will for-
ever be remembered for his
faith, his service, his love
for music and the warmth
he shared with all who knew
him.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin.

Seven @Hills
| AUCTIONS |

FROM YOUR FAMILY AT BUBBA’S TIRE CENTER

= P e

GOODFVEAR [S&

BUBBA'S TIRE CENTER

STREET ADDRESS: 1318 BELLEVUE AVENUE, DUBLIN, GEORGIA
CONTACT US: (478) 275-2964 VISIT OUR WEBSITE: BUBBASTIRECENTER.COM




The Courier Herald

Thursday, December 4, 2025 - 3

OBITUARIES

Willie "Bud" Horne

Funeral services for Dea-
con Willie “Bud” Horne, of
Dublin, Georgia, will be held
on Saturday, Dec. 6, 2025,
at 11 a.m. at the Green Grove
Baptist Church, 2418 U.S.
441 in Dublin. Rev. Dr. Carl
A. Wardlaw will deliver the
eulogy. Interment will take
place at the Georgia Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery in
Milledgeville, Georgia.

He was born to the par-
entage of the late Ice and
Francis Horne in Irwin-
ton, Georgia. Vines of his
life were noted in Wilkin-
son County with later years
spent in Dublin, Georgia.

Willie was educated in
Wilkinson County Public
Schools. He entered the
United States Army and
received an honorable dis-
charge. He retired from Carl
Vinson VA Hospital. After
retirement he worked for
Dublin City Schools and
Laurens County Board of
Education as a bus driver.

He was a member of the
Green Grove Baptist Church
where he served as a Deacon
under the leadership of Rev.
Dr. Carl A. Wardlaw.

On Saturday, Nov. 29,
2025, God whispered in Wil-
lie’s ear and said “you have
fought a good fight, you have
finished your course, come
on home and rest my child.”

He was a loving father,
brother, grandfather, great
grandfather, uncle and
friend. He touched many
lives with much love and joy.

He was married to the

COMPASSIONATE, COMPREHENSIVE
CANCER CARE IN THE HEART OF

love of his life, Evelyn Mc-
Clinton Horne, for 31 years.

He leaves to cherish his
memories a son, Gary (Mar-
quita) Horne or Macon,
Georgia; daughters, Dr. Te-
resa Horne Ayers (Dewey)
of Atlanta, Georgia, Javet-
ta Horne of Dublin, Geor-
gia and Sonja Glover (Rev.
Burnett) of Jeffersonville,
Georgia; six grandchildren,
Chequala Hill, Terez Den-
son, Viani Denson, Tykeri-
us McRae, Kemauri McRae,
and Javiah McRae; five
great-grandchildren; broth-
er, John (Judith) Horne of
Irwinton, Georgia; sisters,
Lizzie Mae Pitts of Irwinton,
Georgia, and Maggie Reeves
(McArthur) of Milledgeville,
Georgia; devoted special
friend, Maetta Hughes of
Dublin, Georgia; aunt, Sara
Lee of Atlanta, Georgia;
brother-in-law, Ricky (Lisa)
Hudson of Dublin, Georgia,
and a host of nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and
friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin.

Tomeko Simone

Denson
Funeral services for
Tomeko Simone Denson

of Dublin, Georgia, will be
held on Saturday, Dec. 6,
2025, at the Saint Luke Bap-
tist Church, 620 East Main
Street in Dexter Georgia.
Interment will follow in the
Scotland City Cemetery.
Tomeko Simone Mark-
ia Denson was born on
Wednesday, June 8, 1988,
in Dublin, Georgia, to Ken-

dra Louise McRae Whipple
and Christopher Lorenzo
Denson. Loved and accept-
ed by her father, Fred Whip-
ple, Tomeko was baptized
and she accepted Christ at
an early age at the Free Gift
Baptist Church where she
sung in the choir. Tomeko
was a very spiritual and re-
ligious person. She graduat-
ed from Dublin High School
on May 22, 2006, where
she was a cheerleader and
softball player. She earned
a scholarship through soft-
ball to the College of Coast-
al Georgia, attending from
2006 to 2009 and obtain-
ing an Associate of Science.
Degree. Following this, she
attended Macon Technical
College graduating in May.
2010 with the cosmetology
license. Tomeko provided
her cosmetology services at
JCPenney Hair Salon from
2010 to 2014. She then be-
gan her employment with
GEICO Insurance Compa-
ny. In 2019, she joined the
United States Postal Service
at the Jackson, Georgia, lo-
cation.

On Jan. 24, 2021, she
welcomed her son, Rush
Wesley Maddox. And cher-
ished her role as a nurturing
mother. Tomeko contin-
ued her career with USPS.
Transferring to the Nash-
ville, Tennessee location pri-
or to her passing.

Tomeko was preceded
in death by her grandpar-
ents, Fred (Bessie) Whip-
ple. George Richardson and
Henry (Doretha) Denson.

Tomeko is survived by
her son, Rush Wesley Mad-
dox, her parents, Fred (Ken-
dra) Whipple. Christopher
(Chevone) Denson, her
siblings, Tamir (Brittany)
Whipple. Taesha Whipple,
and Markus Denson, her
grandparents. Velma Vick-
ers. James (Gail) Vickers,
her aunts, Tammie Rozier,
Tammy Whipple, Moni-
ca Vickers, Jackie Walker,
Catherine Windom, Steph-
anie Denson. Suprina Hen-
ley, uncles. Chris McRae.
Gino McRae, Telly McRae,
Carl Whipple, Bruce Denson
and Henry Denson, neph-
ews, Cameron and Carsten
Whipple, Avionne, O'Neal

THE COMMUNITY

Our mission is to deliver
high-quality, comprehensive
hematology and oncology
care in a warm, supportive
environment — close to
home, close to family, and
centered on the needs of
our rural community.

and Caio Whipple, special
aunt, Willie Mae Cooper,
and a host of other great
aunts, uncles and cousins.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin.

John Elton Dominy

John Elton Dominy, 84,
passed away peacefully at
his home on Dec. 1, 2025.
He was born on Oct. 4, 1941,
to Joseph Elton Dominy and
Oretha Williamson Dominy,
who preceded him in death.
He was also preceded in
death by his sister, Louise
Green Pinkham.

John is survived by his
devoted wife of 58 years,
Linda Beacham Dominy;
his daughter, Brandi (Bri-
an) Barker of Chattanooga;
and his treasured grandson,
Jack Barker. His presence,
kindness, and steady love
will be deeply missed by all
who knew him.

A lifelong resident of
Dublin until moving to
Chattanooga in 2020, John
graduated from Dublin
High School in 1959. He
began his career with Cot-
ton Producers shortly after
graduation and later retired
from Southern States after
48 dedicated years as a seed
buyer. Throughout his long
career, he formed lasting
friendships and earned the
respect of colleagues across
the region.

John was a hardwork-
ing and loving husband, fa-
ther, and “Gdaddy.” He was
a faithful member of Pine
Forest Methodist Church.

Those who knew him well
recognized his passion
for maintaining a beauti-
ful yard. He could often be
found on weekends rid-
ing his John Deere mower,
picking up limbs or trim-
ming shrubbery. His friend-
ly nature meant he never
met a stranger.

Funeral services will be
held on Sunday, Dec. 7, at 2
p-m. at Townsend Funeral
Home with Reverend Brett
Maddocks and Reverend
Kim Dixon officiating. The
family will receive friends
from 1 to 2 p.m., prior to
the service. Pallbearers will
be Ted Green, Chad Green,
Richard Green, Dr. Andy
Williamson, Perry William-
son and Dray Pope. Burial

will follow at Dublin Memo-
rial Gardens.

John will be remem-
bered for his devotion to
family, his strong work ethic
and the warmth he brought
to everyone he met. His
legacy of love and service
will continue in the lives of
those he cherished.

His family is truly grate-
ful for his caregiver, Tiffany
Burchard, and Gentiva Hos-
pice.

In lieu of flowers, please
consider donations to Pine
Forest Methodist Church.

Please  visit — www.
townsendfuneralhome.com
for service updates and to
sign the online memorial
register.

1925.
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Cancer Center
of Middle Georgia

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

& FULL-SERVICE

ONCOLOGY CARE

W Solid Tumor Diagnosis
and Treatment

W Blood Disorder Diagnosis
and Treatment

Q@ Chemotherapy

W Bio-Immunotherapy

W Specialty Drug Infusions

W Bone Marrow Biopsy
& Aspiration

Q Clinical Trials Access

W Genetic Counseling
Arrangements

W Bone Marrow Transplant
Arrangements

NEW & EXPANDED SERVICES

W ACHC-Accredited Medically
Integrated Dispensing
Pharmacy — Faster, safer
access to essential oral
oncology medications.

W In-House Flow Cytometry —
Accelerated diagnostic
results for blood cancers and
immune disorders.

@ Mental Health Support in
Partnership with Colla
Health — Virtual access to
licensed clinicians focused on
emotional well-being.

W Bispecific Antibody
Therapies — Next-generation
treatments for advanced
hematologic and solid
tumors, available locally.

Rooted in This Community and Dedicated to Your Care —
Where Middle Georgia Comes for Hope and Healing.

2400 Bellevue Ave, Suite 26 « Dublin, GA 31021
(478) 272-8266 » www.ccmgeorgia.com

1925: This and that
By SCOTT B. THOMPSON SR.

SOUVENIR HALF DOLLAR - General James A.
Thomas, the commanding general of the United Confed-
erate Veterans and a native of Dublin, was presented the
fifth ever minted Stone Mountain commemorative half
dollar coin in 1925. Berea Citizen, June 11, 1925.

RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY - It was said that there was
once a spot five miles from where Laurens, Dodge, Tel-
fair and Montgomery join, where it rained day and night.
The 50-foot by 100-foot area, some 300 yards from Gum
Swamp Creek, experienced a misty rain regardless of
seasonal and weather changes. Atlanta Journal, May 22,

LOOK UP IN THE SKY! - In the early spring of 1925,
Dubliners observed a new and interesting sight above the
Radford Place north of Dublin at the intersection of pres-
ent-day Claxton Dairy Road and Brookwood Drive. What
they saw would become a normal method of agriculture
for decades to come. A crop-dusting pilot came to Dublin
to demonstrate his skills at eradicating plant bugs. Atlan-

IT WAS SO HOT? - Well, it was so hot in the summer
of 1925, one of the hottest and driest ever, that kernels of
corn were popping in the fields. To prove his case, “Cap”
Woodward brought in an ear of corn from the Shewmake
place to the offices of the Dublin Courier Herald. One
eighth of the kernels had already popped open, and the
remainder were in the process of bursting wide open.
Valdosta Times, Sept. 24, 1925.

TOP SECRETARY - In the early 2o0th Century, the po-
sition of “Commercial Secretary” was held primarily by
men. When Georgia’s commercial secretaries organized
into a state-wide organization in 1925, they chose Dub-
lin’s W.H. Proctor as the group’s first state president.
Macon News, April 30, 1925.

LEADERSHIP IN
VALUE-BASED

CANCER CARE

Nationally recognized for
excellence in value-based
oncology care through
participation in the OMH+
Model with Anthem Blue
Cross Blue Shield and the
CMS Oncology Care Model,
demonstrating high-quality,
cost-effective community
cancer care.
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OUR TAKE...

Chronic absenteeism is a
major problem facing schools

The quality of public education and whether or not
our children are being prepared for the future is seem-
ingly always up for debate. How schools are funded, and
how tax dollars are spent, is usually in the forefront of
these conversations, and with both local school systems
asking taxpayers to hand over more money, and one
system in financial turmoil, it's rightly so. While big
bucks are shelled out for facilities, programs and other
bells and whistles, teachers are usually left in the lurch
doing the best they can for their students.

But all of the money in the world spent for the most
modern, fully equipped classrooms and adequately
compensated teachers don't mean anything if kids aren't
sitting in desks, and the state of Georgia - along with
Dublin, Laurens County - has a bit of a problem keeping
kids in the classroom.

According to data from the Georgia Department of
Education, 19.5 percent of students in Georgia missed
10 percent or more of enrolled school days in 2025.
That trend is roughly the same in the Dublin City School
System, with 19.6 percent of students missing that many
days or more. In the larger Laurens County School Sys-
tem, more than 20 percent of students missed at least
10 percent of days.

Chronic absenteeism peaked during the Covid-19
pandemic, with Dublin seeing nearly half, 43.9 percent,
and Laurens County seeing 22.7 percent of students
missing at least a tenth of the year. On the surface this
looks like a truancy or school-skipping problem, one
that could be handled with tougher regulations and
punishments, but not so, says Attendance Works, a
national non-profit that tracks and combats chronic
absenteeism. Many of these school absences are ex-
cused, and caused by legitimate illnesses or health-re-
lated issues. Others are the result of barriers like lack of
reliable transportation and food insecurity, problems
that are persistent in a geographically large, poor, rural
area like ours. With school attendance records kept with
a simple "present or absent," it's often hard to track the
root causes of absenteeism.

With reading and math proficiency rates in a rut
since the pandemic, it is no question that absentee-
ism is affecting classroom outcomes. The trends have
gotten the attention of state lawmakers who convened
a committee to study the issue. That group wrapped
up late last month. Among suggested solutions to the
problem were banning cell phones in high schools, and
banning chronically absent students from playing sports
or even obtaining a drivers license. The committee also
scratched at the other reasons that cause students of
miss class time, but those are harder to solve.

As lawmakers prepare for the next session of the
General Assembly, we hope this issue doesn't get lost in
the shuffle of the new year. We encourage our leaders
promote education policy that puts students and teach-
ers first, and outside the classroom expanded access
to health care in rural areas and help eradicate food
deserts.

Chronic absenteeism is a problem with many caus-
es and the fix can only come with a wide-ranging ap-
proach.

— Kyle Dominy

THOUGHT FOR TODAY

"If you never take risks, you'll never accomplish great things.
Everybody dies, but not everyone has lived."

-C.S. Lewis

DAILY SCRIPTURE

"But | certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached
of me is not after man. For | neither received it of man, neither
was | taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ."

- Galatians 1:11-12
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Abrupt team changes are a great way to learn

College is where you go
to learn a lot of things, and
sometimes while there you
also go to class. It’s the life
lessons that tend to stick
with you most.

With that in mind, we're
going to turn to the “sport”
of college football as a back-
drop for yet another illus-
tration of how the world
actually works. Coach Lane
Kiffin has once again transi-
tioned between programs in
the most Kiffin way possi-
ble, quitting Ole Miss on the
cusp of a serious playoff run
and joining perhaps their
most hated rival.

While officially that
is their in-state rival in
Starkville, it is LSU that
keeps tweaking Ole Miss’s
basket of insecurities. Now
they’'ve stolen the “hot”
head coach, branded Ox-
ford a place you go as a step-
ping stone, and made the
Ole Miss faithful question
if they're really going to be
able to maintain their pro-
gram in an arms race that
seems clear to elevate a se-
lect few to an uber-elite tier.

Here we have a clash
between those who view
college football based on
nostalgia, tradition, part
of an educational experi-
ence, funded by donations
and those who continue to
demonstrate that college
football is a multi-billion
dollar business. Those on
the side of big business are
running up the score like
they were John Heisman
coaching against Cumber-
land.

Protecting the facade of

By CHARLIE
HARPER

amateur athletics, however,
is part of the business mod-
el. Thus, those taking the
bag and running still have
to pretend that tradition,
loyalty, and commitment
are important. This demon-
stration is often served as a
heavy handed dose of false
piety.

Note Kiffin’s comments
shortly after winning the
Egg Bowl last Friday. De-
spite the decision not only
to leave having already been
made — something that is
now clear given that he had
already lined up most of his
coaching staff to abruptly
leave with him — he noted
that he was going to have to
pray about it, as well as talk
to two coaching legends, in-
voking Pete Carroll’s rela-
tionship with his dad.

Heartwarming.
about 36 hours.

Kiffin’s exit laid bare the
realities of the new business

For

model. There was a bit of
a standoff as he seemed to
expect if not demand that
he be allowed to continue
to coach his current team
while beginning recruiting
efforts for his new team.
Many of those recruits are
likely currently wearing Ole
Miss uniforms or have stat-
ed their intention to be in
Oxford next fall.

In hindsight, hiring Kif-
fin was a roll of the dice.
He had a defined history of
abrupt and aggravating ex-
its. His dithering a few years
ago on staying with Ole Miss
— then getting a much big-
ger contract to stay — is seen
as a distraction for another
good year that came apart at
the end. One could say they
knew what they were get-
ting into when he was cho-
sen to be the one to elevate
the program. A business
decision, if you will.

The fake piety doesn’t
land just on the head of the
coaches and schools who
hire them. Sports jour-
nalists too are dragging
out their fainting couches
and doing their best pearl
clutches. The very networks
who have pumped billions
into this “amateur” sport
are doing their best to be
shocked, SHOCKED!, that
a brazen money grab for
scarce elite coaching talent
could take place.

If you look at the above
scenarios, you can extrapo-
late these hard-earned life
lessons from college into
daily adult life. The parallels
to politics are clear.

We have our teams.
There’s a lot of nostalgia in-

volved. We tell ourselves our
team is the good guys; those
hated rivals are backwards
idiots who don’t know how
the world works and should
apologize for even existing.
Just seeing their jerseys
makes us mad.

Yet deep down we know
most of it is just business.
The more we dig in to our
side, the bigger the business
grows. And of course, we
have media and influenc-
ers doing their best to make
sure we stay “engaged” —
which means angry.

The major players make
sure to play along with fake
piety, too, so that we can
continue to pretend. So
many contemplations begin
with “after much consid-
eration and prayer” right
before we are told that God
wants the politicians to
do what elevates them the
highest and quickest.

But then, sometimes
our coaches change teams,
abruptly. Whether they
do a 180 on an issue (see
Ukraine and Israel), turn on
the leader of their own par-
ty (see Green, Marjorie Tay-
lor) or change parties alto-
gether (see Duncan, Geoff),
the fans too have to decide if
they stay or if they go.

The hard lessons are the
ones that stick with you.
Sometimes they make you
look inward, and make sure
you’re supporting the right
team, for the right reasons.
Other times they make you
realize you got caught up in
the desire to win, but lost
what you were fighting for
along the way.

The first step toward autocracy is already here

Here in Georgia, we have
had a front-row seat to the
erosion of democracy.

But it doesn’t look like
the movies or come with a
cinematic moment of rev-
elation. Instead, we are
watching it unfold day by
day in small non-events and
headlines that fail to capture
our attention for more than
a few hours. Over time, we
get so used to the chaos, the
disruption and the broken-
ness that we adapt — like a
distant alarm that becomes
part of the background
noise or that rut on the road
that has never been fixed, so
we learn to drive over it.

We know something is
wrong; we know there’s an
issue that is causing harm
— but we learn to accept it
because that’s just the way
it is.

But it shouldn’t be.

In recent months, I've
been talking a lot about
the “10 Steps to Autocra-
cy and Authoritarianism.”
This framework serves as
a translator. The regime
that’s attacking our way of
life wants us to feel over-
whelmed by what’s happen-
ing around us and to us. But
the 10 Steps show how all of
the pieces fit together. Over
the next few weeks, I intend
to use “Fine Print” to help
us see how what’s happen-
ing around us is actually
happening to us.

The bottom line is that
authoritarians  follow a
playbook. By naming their
steps, we expose their strat-
egy. And by exposing their
strategy, we empower our-
selves to see their inten-
tions — and defeat them.
The “10 Steps to Autocracy
and Authoritarianism” give
us the intellectual scaffold-
ing to recognize the danger
signals, to see how each ac-
tion by those in power fits
into a broader design, and
ultimately to arm ourselves
with the information and
tools we need to reclaim de-
mocracy for the people.

Today were talking
about Step 1 — winning
(usually the last) free and
fair election. As always,
I'd like to thank Kim Lane
Scheppele, who researched
this framework and allowed
me to slightly editorialize it.

Across recent history
and the world, most of the
politicians who eventual-

STACEY
ABRAMS

ly dismantled democracy
were at first chosen in free
and fair elections. Citizens
cast their ballots believing
they were participating in
the normal democratic pro-
cess, and election monitors
certified those contests as
legitimate. But in many of
these cases, the warning
signs were visible long be-
fore Election Day. Aspira-
tional autocrats often make
it clear — through word or
action — that they are not
fully committed to dem-
ocratic values and ideals
and that the institutions by
which people exercise their
rights should be destroyed.

In Turkey, Erdogan won
power in 2003 even after
his party was banned and he
was jailed for stoking reli-
gious hatred. In Venezuela,
Chavez was elected in 1999
after trying to overthrow
the elected government.
In Hungary, Orban spent
years attacking the legiti-
macy of elections he lost —
and then rewrote the rules
once he got back in power in
2010. And in Brazil, Bolson-
aro openly praised Brazil’s
20th-century military coup
and dictatorship long before
his 2018 win — and has now
been convicted and sen-
tenced to 27 years in prison
for plotting and participat-
ing in his own coup plot.

Of course, not every free-
ly elected leader becomes
an autocrat and not all au-
thoritarians advertise their
intentions in advance. But
would-be strongmen often
send unmistakable signals
before winning the election
that ultimately allows them
to move against democratic
institutions.

While Donald Trump’s
election in 2016 may not
have conformed to the clas-
sic trajectory of an auto-
crat, his behavior over the
following years did. He re-
fused to concede the 2020
election, incited support-

ers who violently attacked
the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6,
2021, and was ultimately
indicted in both state and
federal courts for plotting
to overturn the election re-
sult. He tried to undermine
the legitimacy of the judicial
process by calling it a “witch
hunt.”

Now, within the first
months of the second
Trump administration, the
pattern seen in places like
Turkey, Venezuela, Hunga-
ry and Brazil has fully re-
vealed itself in the United
States.

So, you might be asking:
what do we need to know?

Step 1 on the road to au-
tocracy is that the erosion
of democracy often begins
with a legitimate elec-
tion — even when warning
signs are already flashing
— which means we cannot
wait until democratic sys-
tems are formally disman-
tled to push back. We must
recognize these signals ear-
ly, call them out clearly and
organize before the next
election. Failure to do so
makes resistance exponen-
tially harder.

We can’t assume that
because the election was
legitimate, the resulting
administration will be. As
we’ve watched since Janu-
ary, an election cannot be
used to justify the wanton
cruelty and corruption that
has marked every single day
of this regime — like gutting
health care or firing thou-
sands of hardworking civil
servants or the U.S. Coast
Guard announcing that
swastikas and nooses are
no longer hateful, shameful
symbols.

We also have to stop ac-
cepting that bad politicians
do bad things because “they
won fair and square.” A free
and fair election is not a hall
pass to tyranny. As long as
we cling to treating this new
American order as some-

thing we simply need to
survive, we are missing the
point.

Yes, Republicans won
the election — and they
brought with them Chris-
tian nationalists, tech bros
who have your private data,
masked secret police, and
the military occupation of
cities like Memphis and
Portland. This isn’t normal,
so assuming the next elec-
tion will fix it simply won’t
do. I'm not calling for panic
— but we must pay atten-
tion right now.

Authoritarianism  isn’t
coming to America. It’s
here. Our job is to accept
where we are and to plot
our way forward — starting
today.

While some of us may
understand the threats we
face, the reality hasn’t quite
broken through for a lot of
Georgians. That’s by de-
sign. When everything feels
out of whack, nothing feels
completely wrong.

A fewmonths ago, I spent
time with a naturalized citi-
zen here in Georgia who had
escaped a South American
dictatorship decades before.
We’d worked together many
times, so I knew a bit of her
story. When I asked about
how she felt given what was
happening in America, she
shrugged.

“I don’t watch the news;
it’s too depressing,” she
said. “What’s going on?”

I spent the next few min-
utes updating her on the
immigration ruling that
authorizes racial profiling
and the pending cuts to the
Affordable Care Act. She is
an independent contractor
who gets her health care on
the marketplace, and she
has two children who could
be targeted by ICE despite
their citizenship.

She had no idea — but
she wanted to know more.

You can be part of how
we build the resistance.
Join us at 10stepscampaign.
org. We've got work to do.

Stacey Abrams is a best-
selling author, entrepre-
neur and host of the podcast
“Assembly Required.” She
previously served as mi-
nority leader in the Georgia
House of Representatives.
This column was originally
published in her “Assembly
Notes” Substack newsletter.
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TELL IT!

CALL 272-0375, EMAIL

CHTELLITEGMAIL.COM, OR

TELL IT! AT

COURIERHERALDTODAY.COM

I need to get filling out
my shop local-opoly card!
Thanks Chamber for the fun
incentive to remind us to
shop local!

Grossly incompetent
mismanagement caused
the Dublin City Schools fi-
nancial catastrophe and the
Dublin City Schools should
be totally responsible for
dealing with this mess. The
Laurens County Schools do
not want anything to do with
dealing with this mess. If the
county schools are forced to
take over the Dublin City
Schools then the first thing
they should do is fire all the
administrators, shut down
all the schools and move the
students to county schools.

The Nov. 20 Stacey
Abrams’ column about
the assault on rural hos-
pital is an assault on all.
She mentioned a long list
of terrible things that hap-
pen when a rural hospital
closes. What I don’t under-
stand is Obamacare caused
a lot of hospital closures.
According to AI, 138 rural
hospitals have closed since
2010 while 146 have closed
or stopped provided inpa-

Local 7-day Forecast:

The next 48 hours:

tient care between 2005 and
2023. I would like to know
what her comments are on
this research.

The Georgia Bureau
of Investigation should
analyze the school situation.
They have done a tremen-
dous amount of damage to
our community. Why would
anyone want to come here
to live and work, start a
business or put their family
in this situation. It’s a crying
shame.

The construction of
the new island and cross-
walk structure on West
Jackson Street makes no
sense. How are they going
to have a parade down West
Jackson Street with that in
the middle of the road? Do
the city planners really hate
the downtown merchants
that bad?

It would surely have
been nice if the parade
didn’t happen right during
the second half of the SEC
championship. I remember
the first time they did this
it was to not get in the way
of the SEC championship,
but this year it doesn’t work.
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Too bad they didn’t plan for
this.

Dublin City Bus driv-
ers to go on strike starting
tomorrow over bus cuts!

For the first time, the
Dublin City Board of Educa-
tion’s attorney’s name was
mentioned. If he wants a
Merry Christmas, he needs
to get his money upfront or
he will become an accounts
payable.

The Dublin City
School board member
Lanier said he personal-
ly committed to make sure
whoever is guilty of this to
be prosecuted to the full-
est extent of the law. Is that
the same as when he said he
would personally call in the
GBI and has not done that?

The three people that
the Dublin City School is try-
ing to get permission to hire,
where the money has been
given to pay their salary, I
wonder if they are related
to anybody in that school?
Most of them are related one
way or the other.

The two women who
did not attend the board
meeting on Monday should
resign or be removed from
the board. The actions
speaks for the concerns they

NEWS DIGEST

The Laurens Coun-
ty Board of Elections and
Registration will hold their
regular monthly meeting on
Monday, Dec. 8, at 5 p.m. in
the board of elections and
registration office of the
Laurens County Courthouse
Annex Building, located at
117 E. Jackson St., Suite A.
The agenda follows:

- Call to order

- Invocation

- Roll call

- Recognition of visitors

- Minutes of previous
meeting

- Old business: Discus-
sion of office procedures;
Revenue expenditures and
outlay

- New business: Prepar-
ing for the 2026 election
year

- Executive session

The city of Rentz will
hold its next council meet-
ing at 5 p.m. on Monday,
Dec. 8 at city hall. The agen-

DEWEY DECIMAL DIGEST

da follows:

- Call to order

- Invocation

- Approval of November
minutes

- Approval of financial
statement

- Acknowledge visitors

- Old business

- New business

- Second reading of solar
ordinance

- Comments

- Adjourn

Food for Fines at the
Laurens County Library
from Monday, Dec. 1 to
Friday, Dec. 12 at the Cir-
culation desk. Any Laurens
County Library patron with
overdue fines can have $1
waived for every canned
food item they donate to our
library. All food will be do-
nated to a local food pantry.
Restrictions apply.

Bingo For Books at the
Laurens County Library on
Monday, Dec. 8, from 10
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in our

auditorium. Enjoy a morn-
ing of bingo at the library.
You could win books and
more! Coffee and tea will be
served.

Mechatronics Monday
at the Laurens County Li-
brary on Monday, Dec. 8,
from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
in the learning lab. Drop
by your LEGO Technic lab
every Monday. Build with
LEGO gears, motors, and
more! Learn coding, too.
Ages 8+ recommended.

Children's Storytime at
the Laurens County Library
on Tuesday, Dec. 9, at 10:30
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. in our
children's center. Join us for
our weekly storytime where
little ones can enjoy stories,
dancing, and crafts.

BUILD! at the Laurens
County Library on Wednes-
day, Dec. 10, from 4 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. in our children's
center. For teens to toddlers,
it’s our weekly LEGO® and
Duplo® building event!

have.

There are many ex-
citing Christmas displays
at Cedar Creek Subdivision
near Kroger. It’s best to be
viewed after dark.

I hope the Dublin

/\‘N
< g?ﬁwwﬁgﬁmk

City School Board is not
letting the ex-superinten-
dent make decisions for the
school (system).

Mr.Walters - we ar-
en’t trying to destroy Dub-
lin City Schools - y’all did
that all own your own. Quit

playing victim.

I appreciate what Mr.
Lanier said. But he and
the other board members
should elect a new chair.
Mr. Walters is destroying
any chance of rebuilding.

CHRISTMAS PARADE

Sal‘wMa/g_

CALL DEXTER CITY HALL AT 478-875-3838 FOR MORE INFOJ

10:30

December 13, 2025

ATION.

LINE UP WILL BEGIN AT 8:00 AT Possum HoLLow BA[LE‘Z&RK_REA‘

[:HM@BERSJ
Wate

[478] 272-7331
336 Central Drive, East Dublin

Flltra’gson

Iron Filters

Water Softeners

Drinking Water Systems

Middle Georgia

Mechanical

Heating & Air

The |
Sbg’n Storca

VEHICLE LETTERING +MAGNETICS + BANNERS
DECALS + ON SITE SIGNAGE + BUSINESS CARDS

216 S. Jefferson St. / 478-274-8213
thesignstore10@bellsouth.net

Certified Water
Specialists & Installers

(478) 275-4530
317 Central Drive, East Dublin
Dwayne Edge, Owner. Lic # CN208105

Remember Don Sells Carswell.

ubln 2y

877-275-266

www.mydublinchevrolet.com
2042 VETERANS BLVD.

TIRE COMPANY

Rob Miller David Polhill
301 Telfair St. 1112 Hillcrest Pkwy.
478-272-5404 478-272-9595

(478) 277-3838 « (478)

1-888-561-8030 « WWW.PITTS

Pty

TOYOTA

210 NORTH JEFFERSON ST.
DuBLIN, GA 31021

OVER 60 YEARS! STILL THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST

CAROL BASHUK

478-275-3755 - 2400 Bellevue Rd., STE 24-C - Dublin

Hearing Test by Appointment Onlyl
Call todiay to make your reservation for the Hearing Ald Fleid Tast

©

Hearing Center

Dowesnd by

Beltone

TANNERS SERVICE PLUMBING

Servicing Wilkinson, Twiggs,
Bleckley, Laurens
and part of Houston County.

'lql'
Cody Tanner 912-592-5414

Dublin(y

Remember Don
Sells Carswell.

877-275-2660 i viremans sevo.

272-3244

OYOTA.COM

Adﬁertise witlﬂII

cadamsadvertising@gmail.com

Connie!

478-272-5522 ext 103

=)

CARDINAL STOW-A-WAY
MINI STORAGE

478-676-2030
1048 Oak St., Dudley

BUBBAS TIRE
CENTER

Serving All Your Car Care Needs For Over 30 Years!
GOODFVEAR @ Y, mrcHELIN

Dublin, GA 31021 « 478-275-2964
www.bubbastirecenter.com

YOUR CONNECTION TO LOCAL BUSINESSES AND SERVICES.
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Dublin Police
Department

- Patrick Hess, 59, was
charged with scheduled I
or II controlled substance,
possession and use of drug
related objects and cross-
ing state/county guard lines
with weapons, intoxicants,
or drugs at 9:07 a.m. on Oct.
28.

An officer responded to
Northview Avenue on a tip
of people at that location,
which is abandoned.

The officer saw a bicycle
at the back of the location
and a man exiting the shed.
The man, who was later
identified as Hess, got on
the bicycle. The officer talk-
ed with Hess, who said he
was visiting someone at the
shed.

Another officer arrived
and talked with Hess while
the original officer on the
scene looked inside the
shed, which had chairs, beer
cans and food.

It appeared someone had
been living inside the shed.
The officer did not see any-
one else inside. The officer
was advised that Hess was

wanted through two differ-
ent agencies.

At one point, Hess tried
to get on his bike, but an
officer was able to put their
hands on him.

Hess was transported to
the sheriff’s office detention
center. Officers found a sock
around the man’s belt that
contained a glass pipe with
burnt marks, a small clear
container that contained a
crystalline substance. The
total weight of all of the crys-
talline substances totaled to
2.0 grams.

The crystalline substance
tested positive for metham-
phetamine.

- Tiara Tranae Betty
Downing, 26, was charged
with driving while license
suspended or revoked at the
intersection of South Deca-
tur and East Garner Street
around 7:22 p.m. on Oct. 31.

An investigation led to
Downing’s arrest.

- On Oct. 27, around 8:23
a.m., an officer was travel-
ing on 441 South and saw
a black Toyota Camry trav-
eling in the same direction
with no lights on.

POLICE BEAT...

The driver was identified
as Xavier Phillips, 25, after
a traffic stop was conducted
on Southern Pines Road.

Phillips informed the
officer that he was not sure
about the status of his li-
cense. The officer was able
to detect a strong odor of
marijuana coming from the
vehicle.

Phillips’ license came
back as suspended for fail-
ure to appear. After placing
Phillips under arrest, the
officer searched the car and
discovered a grinder and a
bong used for smoking mar-
ijuana.

Phillips was transport-
ed to the police department
where he received three
citations for headlight re-

quirements, driving while
license suspended and pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia.

- Around 9:30 a.m. on
Oct. 27, an officer was dis-
patched to Cracker Barrel
on Travel Center Boulevard
in reference to a fight in
progress. Both parties had
separated when the officer
arrived.

- Tycorian Kenshun Col-
lins, 20, was charged with
public indecency at Dub-
linair on Industrial Boule-
vard around 9:22 a.m. on
Nov. 5 in response to a man
exposing himself in a silver
car in the parking lot.

An officer responded and
talked with Collins who said
he was waiting for his moth-

er who worked at the busi-
ness.

He told the officer that he
was changing his clothes. A
witness, who parked next to
his car, said Collins had ex-
posed himself. He later ad-
mitted to have been watch-
ing what he called “a little”
porn.

Collins was also barred
from the location. He was
transported to the police de-
partment where he was fin-
ger printed and cited.

Laurens County
Sheriff’s Office

- On Nov. 14, around
3:38 p.m., a deputy met with
a woman at the sheriff’s of-
fice in reference to harass-
ment from an incident that
happened on Coleman Ave-
nue in East Dublin.

- On Nov. 17, a deputy
was dispatched to Rockdale
Circle in reference to mak-
ing a report.

- A deputy talked with
a woman in reference to a
harassment that happened
on Deer Creek Trail around
9:44 a.m. on Nov. 17.

- A deputy spoke with a

woman about a civil issue
involving her trucking com-
pany around 3:35 p.m. on
Nov. 17.

- Charles Frank Foley,
23, with charged with driv-
ing under the influence. On
Nov. 18, around 6 p.m., a
deputy responded to State
Route 338 in Dudley in ref-
erence to a vehicle in the
ditch.

- A deputy responded to
the theft of an automobile
around 9:09 a.m. on Nov. 14
on Pond Road.

Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record
and was taken from reports
of local law enforcement
agencies. These reports do
not reflect guilt or inno-
cence. An "arrest" does not
always indicate incarcera-
tion. Readers are cautioned
that people may have simi-
lar names. Police Beat does
not identify minor children,
victims of sexual assault,
suicide attempts or medical
conditions. Cases dismissed
do not appear if the news-
paper is notified before
deadline.

Woman's Study Club takes a
look at 'Whistler's Mother'

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

The Woman’s Study Club
met Wednesday, Oct. 22,
2025 at the Laurens County
Library.

Vice president Mrs.
Martin Christian called the
meeting to order, greeted
guests and honorary mem-
bers, and moved through
the order of club business
for the day.

She thanked hostess
Mrs. Walden Payne for her
beautiful fall flowers. Mrs.
Robert Thigpen introduced
the speaker of the day, Mrs.
Jack Heidler, who present-
ed her program on James

Whistler’s "Whistler’s
Mother."
James McNeil Whis-

tler’s painting, "Whistler’s
Mother" is actually titled
"Arrangement in Grey and
Black No. 1." The painting
is a portrait of his mother,
Anna Whistler. It is one of
the most recognized paint-
ings in the world and is the
most important American
artwork residing outside the
United States.

James McNeill Whistler
was born in 1834 in Lowell,
Massachusetts. At the age
of 21, he moved to Paris to
pursue the life of a bohemi-
an artist and a few years lat-
er went to London.

Whistler was a dandy,
sporting dark curls and a
white streak on top that he
would sometimes tie with a
ribbon.

He wore a monocle and a

top hat and usually carried
a walking stick in public.
He was carefree and sharp
tongued, but privately very
diligent in his art studio.
He loved entertaining and
exchanging witticisms with
friends like Oscar Wilde.
His home was a social hub
of London at that time.

Whistler‘s mother, Anna,
joined her son in London in
1863 and lived with him un-
til 1875.

Anna assumed command
of the household, acted as
hostess for his entertaining
and took over an unofficial
role managing her son’s ca-
reer. In the summer of 1871,
Whistler’s intended model
was indisposed.

Impatient to begin work-
ing, he asked his mother
to pose for him. He soon
found that at her age 67, she
could not stand for that long
so he had her sit. It took
him about three months to
complete the picture of his
mother.

Whistler and his mother
were very close, and a por-
trait was well deserved, but
he was exasperated by the
sentimental responses to
the painting.

To the artist, the painting
demonstrated his theories
concerning the use of color
and the absence of color. He
was a leader in the aesthet-
ic movement “art for art’s
sake.”

He had begun to call his
paintings by musical terms,
arrangement, harmony,

symphony or nocturne,
and wanted them to em-
ulate the aesthetic quali-
ties of music. When Anna
Whistler died in 1881,
there had only been two
public exhibitions of the
famous portrait of her.

Whistler sold the por-
trait of his mother to
the French government,
knowing that it would be
transferred to the Louvre
after his death, which he
insisted was the highest
honor an artist could re-
ceive.

A French critic ob-
served the painting ap-
pealed to connoisseurs
praising the harmony of
the grays and blacks and
the crowd seeing the pa-
thos of the old lady sitting
in a simple pose. To peo-
ple everywhere she be-
came a symbol of endur-
ing strength, dignity and
perseverance.

James McNeill Whis-
tler created over 550
oil paintings and many
etchings, pastels and oth-
er artworks in his life-
time but "Arrangement
in Grey and Black No.1,"
or "Whistler’s Mother,"
remains his most well-
known painting.

Classifieds

Yard Sale December 5th and 6th. 2105 441
South, Dublin, GA 31021 8am-4pm. Large
Sale. Home interiors, furniture, clothes,
hardware, tools, hunting, fishing, hot rod
parts/memorabilia, models, collectibles.

Deadline to submit Santa I etters:

Dec 8th, by 5 pm.
ALL SANJA LETTERS MUST' BE EMAILED T0O
tehsanta@gmail.com

Letters will print in the Christmas Eve edition.
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Mrs. Claus Reads event

—— 5

Janet Smith presents a $500 check from PEO Chapter BR to Oconee Fall Line Technical
College to support the school’s Mrs. Claus Reads event. The December 3 children’s program
will be part of the 19th annual Festival of Trees at the DuBose Porter Center on the Dublin
campus. Mrs. Claus will read Christmas stories to some 600 kindergarten children from
Laurens County and Dublin school systems and Trinity Christian School. Each child will
receive a book to take home at the end of the program. Pictured from left: Kim David, OFCT
vice president for economic development, Janet Smith, PEO, and Steve Knight, manager of
OFTC conference centers/SPECIAL PHOTO

LOCAL
MATTERS

We don't knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or
intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. Al real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair
housing act and we do not accept
advertising that is in violation of

nation based on color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 11/30/25

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for

the law. The law prohibits discrimi-

Georgia

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed o last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up
to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-
7810206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead to
major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home’s value!
If you have water in your home that

needs to be dried, call 24/7: 1-833-

871-2090. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call

ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Reliable
& experienced. Competitive rates.
From simple household problems
to installing a brand new electrical
system, we can take care of it all
Call now and have the zip code of
the service location when you call!
1-833-399-6566

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065

an inspection today! 1-833-406-
0231 Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America's Number One
Awning! Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337

MISCELLANEOUS

When you want the best, you want
Omaha Steaks! 100% guaranteed
and delivered to your door! Our
Butcher’s Deluxe Package comes
with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks.
Smash Burgers ONLY $89.99.

Call 1-866-411-5403 and mention
code 79797ZED or visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Deluxe2795

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan
modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-1162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
866-411-5215

G

AT OF DE
GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed

and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a

free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children and
preventing abduction. Accepting
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not Maximum
Tax Donation - Call (888) 515-3813

TV/INTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 42522!
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CAS$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
| Banjos. 1-833-641-6792
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From the kitchen: Dublin Pickleball members
compete widely in busy month of November

FEELING 22: Eva Martin, competin

g alongside
Maria Sasser at a recent tournament, elevated
her 2025 gold medal count to 22 with wins in the

By LAURA CARTER

Dublin Pickleball Association submission

Dublin Pickleball Association members
were busy last month, winning awards in
four fundraising tournaments and playing
in the DPA's 2025 fall league.

Several members played well in the
Families 4 Families “There’s No Place Like
Home” Pickleball Palooza on November
15 at Rhythm & Rally Sports & Events in
Macon, Georgia.

Proceeds from this tournament went to
Families 4 Families, which works to pro-
vide Christian foster families to children
in need across Georgia, and a support
network for the birth family, the children
and the foster families that unite them in
growth and healthy relationships.

Their goal is to raise enough this year
to open 10 new foster homes. Vetting and

Supporting one child for a year is around
$2,500. Families 4 Families hopes this
tournament raised awareness that foster
care can be done right, and through men-
torship, can serve as a pivotal blessing that
helps to strengthen the whole family.

Winners included the following...

Chap Cranford (Cochran) and partner
Clem Bell (Macon) won bronze in Men’s
Doubles Skill 3.5 / Age 14 to 29

Eva Martin (East Dublin) and partner
Maria Sasser (Vidalia) won silver in Wom-
en’s Doubles 3.5, all ages and bronze in
3.0/3.5 combined, all ages.

Rose Cannon (Dublin) and partner
Laura Carter won bronze in Women’s
Doubles 3.0, 50-plus.

Dianne Harrison (Dublin) and partner
Kenny Jimenez (Georgia) won bronze in
Mixed Doubles 3.5, 14-39.

Cranford won his ninth gold medal of the
year while playing mixed doubles together
in 3.5, all ages.

Across the state in Suwanee, DPA play-
ers also won medals in the inaugural Plan-
et Pickle Fall Classic benefitting the Hap-
py Hitters of North Atlanta, a pickleball
team participating in the Special Olympics
of Georgia. Southern Pickleball sponsored
the tournament Nov. 15-16.

Winners were...

Paula Baker (Dublin) and partner Ma-
ria Woodard (Dexter) won gold in Wom-
en’s Doubles 2.5, 50-plus

Paula Baker and partner Dave Cran-
ford (Cochran) won silver in Mixed Dou-
bles 2.5, 16-plus

Lindsay Shuman (Dublin) and Ra-
jiv Villait (Georgia) won gold in Mixed

PICKLEBALL

month of November/SPECIAL PHOTO

opening a home costs around $5,000.

SEMIFINAL OUTLOOK:

With 13 wins down, No. 7 West Laurens (13-0, 8-0 region 4-AAA) has
just two games left in a postseason journey that's closing in on a chance at
winning it all. The Raiders find themselves just one victory away from the
state finals, as they go on the road Friday to square off with the top seed,
No. 3 Jefferson (12-1, 5-0 region 8-AAA).

This will be their first trip into the Dragons' lair — Jefferson Memorial
Stadium — since a visit in the second round of the 2016 playoffs. The game
was a mixed bag, as the West Laurens defense held 2015 state offensive
player of the year Colby Wood to just 93 yards and two touchdowns. But the
Raiders, working with just 135 total yards of their own, got nothing going
on offense and committed four turnovers (one a little questionable as punt
returner Caleb Christian was hit early on a fair catch just before Jefferson
opened the first-half scoring).

This year's Dragons, who are four-time defending region champs,
graduated the vast majority of their roster from a state runner-up team in
2024. Despite also losing the best of its few returnees, Clemson-commit
Max Brown, to a knee injury in September, Jefferson improved on its overall

record, with a lone loss coming
to AAAA champ North Oconee in

September.

A picture of ground-and-pound
football, the Dragons' offense
spends most of its time in looks
resembling the I-formation, with
an M.O. of running the ball straight
ahead behind one or multiple lead
blockers, and a massive offen-
sive line. Their speed, what you'd
probably describe as "deceptive,"
rates below crisp technique and
physicality on the list of strengths,
though hard runners in freshman
C.J. Hays and senior Darren Pinkard
along with a serviceable QB in
senior Colton Grant, make them
very effective at playing any style of
football needed to attack a defense.

Jefferson's numbers (about 6.2
yards per carry and 313 a game)
don't blow you away, but add
up to just south of 35 points per
game, and a victory margin of three
touchdowns thanks to its steady
control of possession and rate of
third-down conversions. Top tack-
lers Pinkard and Eli Primm, along
with Jacob and Dylan Berardinelli,
lead a disciplined defense in tackles.

The Dragons, who present a relatively even matchup when you average
things out across the board athletically, win less with their talent than they
do with consistency. And a habit of not making critical mistakes is usually
the reason this well-coached bunch comes out on top of close games.

That's why their quarterfinal performance, marked by some uncharac-
teristic issues out of the gate as Cairo jumped out to a 21-0 lead (though
it proved to be a no-sweat 47-28 win), was as much an anomaly as that of
West Laurens, which survived 11 penalties and three near-turnovers to beat
Jenkins. Both will have to have a cleaner performance, as the more mistake-
free team out of the two is likely to be the one that wins.

For the Raiders, a crucial factor will be the health of Ty Cummings, who
left last week's fourth quarter with an ankle injury. The senior is expected
to be ready to play, but his ability to do so with his usual explosiveness and
confidence in and out of cuts will be an important question mark.

If West's top rusher is anywhere near his top form, he'll be a major
matchup issue for a Jefferson defense that will have to repeatedly be in the
right spots and complete tackles, or pay the price.

For the Raiders, command of the line of scrimmage (going both ways,
but especially from a heavy front the Dragons held their own against vs.

OUTLOOK

Continued on page 8

ONE WIN AWAY: A poster hung
outside the West Laurens weight
room this week reminds players
and coaches that a state title
game berth will be up for grabs
Friday as they travel to top seed
Jefferson for their first semifinal
game ever/CLAY REYNOLDS

Eva Martin won her 21st and Chap

MIDSTATE FOOTBALL ROUNDUP...

Continued on page 8

Special teams snafus spoil
Bulldogs' semifinal chances

Too many "Pit’ falls for Northeast at Toombs

From STAFF REPORTS
Clinch Co. 27, Wheeler Co. 22

Deciding factor: The Bull-
dogs held more than their own in
this hard-fought battle at the line
of scrimmage, but made some crit-
ical mistakes they could ill-afford
against the state's second-ranked
team as they gave up possession
on two different kickoffs that got
away. The first led to a second of
two unanswered Clinch County
touchdowns before Wheeler's of-
fense saw the field. A second deep
in the fourth quarter cost them a
chance to answer after the Pan-
thers drove to re-take the lead
with two minutes left to go. Alvin
Ricks scored every point on the
Bulldogs' side of the scoreboard,
and combined with Jah Dinkins
and Justin Culver (both with more
than 50 rushing yards each) to
make their unorthodox ground
attack a consistent challenge for
the Clinch defense to line up to
and stop. But Panthers' quarter-
back Traviian Miller shined just as
brightly in the duel of stars, rush-
ing for three touchdowns and hit-
ting a triple-covered Jakyri Posley
on a surgical throw for his fourth.

Pivotal moment: Neither
team had a stop until late in the
second quarter, when a tackle for
loss by Wheeler County's Isaiah
Williams forced the game's first
punt after a trade of five consec-
utive touchdowns in the early go-
ing. Clinch County reciprocated on
a fourth-down hold just ahead of
halftime, and the tone was set for
a defense-dominated second half,
which began with another trade of
stops, then a time-consuming, 91-
yard Bulldog scoring drive as Ricks
busted in from a yard and dove for
two to take a 22-21 lead. Miller
coughed up the ball at the plus-
25 as Clinch drove for a chance to
answer, and Lane Connell made
the recovery to put Wheeler Coun-
ty in business. The Bulldogs ran
a little clock and punched it into
Clinch territory before a punt that
pinned the Panthers inside their 5.
But Clinch came up with a 95-yard
drive, hinging on a Miller scram-
ble to pick up a key fourth and 10

ICE-BREAKER: Northeast linebacker Tayvon Shivers (35) is knocked out
of bounds after an interception that the Raiders leveraged into their first
touchdown early in the fourth quarter, briefly thawing out some chilly
offensive fortunes against Toombs’ stone cold defense. But the Bulldogs
quickly put the big freeze back on, and iced their lead with two more
touchdowns later in the quarter/JASON VORHEES, the Macon Melody

from its 25 then his 59-yard com-
pletion to Kamarion Johnson, to
go ahead... once again on a Miller
keeper with 2:04 to go. Wheeler
wouldn't get the ball back, as the
deep squib kick got lost between
two potential returners, the Pan-
thers recovered and proceeded to
kneel out the clock.

Game ball: Ricks rushed 22
times for 163 yards, and the Bull-
dogs' three touchdowns, in the fi-
nal act of his remarkable four-year
career.

Toombs Co. 24, Northeast
Macon 6: The Raiders came up
short in a second-straight postsea-
son matchup with Toombs (this a
rematch of their loss in last year's
state title game), due in part to
16 penalties that exacerbated an
already rough night offensively.
Several red zone stops and an in-
terception by Tayvon Shivers kept
the Bulldogs from running away
with it, but Northeast's offense
— gaining only 199 total yards —
could never get much started on
its lowest-scoring night in four
years. "Bam" Glover was held to
10 completions for 112, and picked

off by Nick Carroll and Brandon
Stephens for the game's only other
turnovers. Jacory Sherman threw
to Kortnei Williams on a trick
play for the Raiders' lone touch-
down early in the fourth quarter
to briefly make it a single-score
game, just after Toombs County's
Justin Powell scored the game's
first touchdown, and his first of
three rushing on 30 carries for 183
yards. The Bulldogs, before that,
were ahead by a halftime count
of 3-0 by virtue of an Alex Otero
field goal, but rattled off two more
Powell touchdowns in the fourth
to put the game away. Hayden Roy
assembled a line of nine tackles,
two for loss and a sack to lead the
Toombs defense. The Bulldogs will
visit Heard County in the semifi-
nals.

Heard Co. 39, Fitzgerald
38: Mack Googe hit his second
field goal of the night, a 25-yard
chip shot, for the win as time ex-
pired in a back-and-forth slugfest
of big plays. The Braves scored the

ROUNDUP

Continued on page 8

DOIVIIN

: ! }mn.lm 21
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8-5/129-48

Last week/OVERALL 8-4/137-40 9-3/141-36 6-6/118-59 10-2/139-38 8-4/125-52 9-3/129-48 8-4/139-38
THIS WEEK'S MATCHUPS...
West Laurens at Jefferson West Laurens West Laurens West Laurens Jefferson West Laurens Jefferson Picks not submitted West Laurens
Toombs Co. at Heard Co. Toombs Co. Toombs Co. Heard Co. Toombs Co. Heard Co. Toombs Co. by press time. Toombs Co.
Marist at Benedictine Benedictine Marist Marist Benedictine Benedictine Marist Benedictine
North Gwinnett at Carrollton Carrollton Carrollton Carrollton Carrollton Carrollton Carrollton Carrollton
Roswell at Thomas Co. Central Thomas Co. Central Thomas Co. Central Roswell Thomas Co. Central Thomas Co. Central Thomas Co. Central Thomas Co. Central
Buford at Valdosta Buford Buford Buford Buford Buford Buford Buford
LaGrange at Sandy Creek Sandy Creek Sandy Creek LaGrange Sandy Creek Sandy Creek Sandy Creek Sandy Creek
Pepperell at Worth Co. Worth Co. Worth Co. Worth Co. Worth Co. Worth Co. Worth Co. Worth Co.
Gainesville at Langston Hughes Langston Hughes Langston Hughes Langston Hughes Langston Hughes Langston Hughes Gainesville Langston Hughes
Georgia vs. Alabama Georgia Georgia Georgia Georgia Georgia Georgia Alabama
Indiana vs. Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Indiana Indiana Indiana
BYU vs. Texas Tech Texas Tech Texas Tech Texas Tech Texas Tech Texas Tech Texas Tech Texas Tech
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first 17 and the last 10 points
of the night, in a hot start
and finish that bookended
a commanding stretch of
football by a slow-starting
Fitzgerald that outscored
Heard County 38-12 in the
time between. The Hur-
ricane picked off quarter-
back Ethan Tisdale twice,
once on a pick-six by Daniel
Harris for a second of back-
to-back scores that got it
right back in the game just
before halftime. Then Lat-
avius Devine, who carried
14 times for 141 rushing
yards, hit a crease for a 77-
yard touchdown run out of
halftime to give the visitors
their first lead. Scores went
back and forth from there,
with Fitzgerald up nine as
Tisdale hit Zaiden More-
land in the back right corner

for a touchdown and point
to cut the lead to two. Then
Heard County, after a punt,
went 75 yards from inside
its own 15 to set up Googe's
final kick. Tisdale was 18-of-
30 for 272 and three touch-
downs, and joined Darience
Coleman with 100 yards
each rushing, and a com-
bined three touchdowns.
Moreland had eight catches
for 114. Fitzgerald's Mat-
thew Cowan threw for 112
yards and a score, but Vic
Copeland was limited to just
45 total yards. Max Lasseter
(13, two for loss) led four
Braves with double-digit
tackles.

Bowdon 49, Jenkins
Co. 22: The Red Devils
scored six touchdowns in
the first 18 minutes to put
this one away very early.
Their Joshua Hopkins was

SPORTS

13-0f-16 passing for 194
yards and five touchdowns,
four to Kaiden Prothro,
who had five catches for 67,
plus an interception and
a fumble recovery on de-
fense. Mykah Patterson had
four receptions for 73, and
Joshua Chandler carried 16
times for 121 yards. Jenkins
County put up a few num-
bers once Bowdon's foot
was removed from the gas,
starting with a 46-yard Jus-
tin Wright touchdown pass
to Marquavious Roberson.
But the War Eagles' usual-
ly wild and free ground at-
tack was limited to only 157
yards. The three-time de-
fending state champs will go
on the road to battle Clinch
County Friday.

Lincoln Co. 52,
Brooks Co. 16: The Red
Devils' unbeaten streak

(barely challenged since El-
bert County's seven-point
brush in early September)
rolled on in a 13th consec-
utive game. Kelby Glaze
led rushers with 11 carries
for 110 yards and a pair of
touchdowns, though sev-
en others took the Lincoln
County team total to 335
and six scores (Mekhi Wade
also had two). Jeremiah
Wynn and Aiden Jones had
three sacks apiece. Glaze re-
covered a fumble and Jones
forced two. Damari Baynard
had 16 carries for 135 as
Brooks County's only pos-
itive gainer on the ground.
Sacks pinned Junior Burrus
for rushing losses of 65, but
the Trojan QB was 18-of-25
for 252 through the air. Top
target Trae Stevenson had
eight catches for 147 and a
rushing touchdown.
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Early Co. 27, Scre-
ven Co. 20: K.J. Lindsey
and Kobe Lingo intercept-
ed passes on each side of
the Bobcats' 46-yard drive
to solidify their lead (De-
vonis Lee's 34-yard rush-
ing touchdown stretching a
21-20 edge via missed extra
point to seven) with about
three minutes to go in the
fourth quarter, and Ear-
ly County picked up a first
down to run out the clock
on its first quarterfinal win
since 2006, when a 15-6 loss
in the dome that sent top-
ranked Charlton County
to Dublin for the state title
game. Lee and Evan Grist,
who also threw a 47-yard
touchdown pass to Jimmy
Jones, both rushed for tri-
ple digits. Screven County
was led offensively by A.B.
Hilton's 21 carries for 143
yards.

PICKLEBALL

Continued from page 7

Doubles 3.0, 16 to 49.

Sandy Souza (Dublin)
and Chap Cranford won
bronze in Mixed Doubles
3.5, 16 to 49.

The Dublin Pickleball
Association wrapped up its
2025 fall league November
18 with a fantastic finish.

Forty competitors battled
it out every Tuesday for six
action-packed weeks. The
league champions are Ana
Lopez and Chap Cranford.

DPA players performed
well at Southern Pickleball's
fourth annual It Takes Guts
— Gastric Cancer Founda-
tion Fundraiser pickleball
tournament, played over
three days, November 21-23
at the Rome Indoor Tennis
Courts in Rome, Ga.

Local winners included...

Lindsay Shuman won sil-
ver in Women’s Singles 3.0,
351049

Maria Woodard won gold
in Women’s Singles 2.5, 60
to 69

Paula Baker won silver in
Women’s Singles 2.5, 50 to
59

Rose Cannon and Dacy
Cape (Cochran) won silver
in Women’s Doubles 3.0, 5

Left: DPA fall league champions Ana Lopez and Chap Cranford. Right: Tena Wheeler and Terry Kennedy, Judy Speer and

e Ty
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Scheryl Ryan, Laura Carter and Stacey Davis medaled in women'’s doubles in Milledgeville/SPECIAL PHOTOS

to 34
Lindsay Shuman and

Sandy Souza won silver in
Women’s Doubles 3.0, 35 to
49

Paula Baker and Ma-
ria Woodard won silver in
Women’s Doubles 2.5, 44 to
59

Eva Martin and Jennifer
Cross (Acworth) won gold in
Women’s Doubles 4.0, 60 to
69

Lindsay Shuman and
Rajiv Villait won silver in

Mixed Doubles 3.0, 35 to 49
Chap Cranford and San-

dy Sousa won bronze in

Mixed Doubles 3.5, 5 to 34

Eva Martin and Scott
Raines (Cartersville) won
gold in Mixed Doubles 3.5,
65-plus (Eva’s 22nd gold
medal in 2025!)

On November 22nd, four
DPA players also turned up
on the new courts in Milled-
geville to play in the fourth
annual Christmas Fundrais-
er hosted by the Exchange

Club of Milledgeville. Pro-
ceeds and donated gifts ben-
efitted the Exchange Club
and the Baldwin County
DFCS Children in care.

Winners were...

Stacey Davis (Dublin)
and partner Laura Carter
won bronze in Women’s
Doubles 2.5, 50-plus

Kim Bracewell and Dana
Gibbs both of Dublin won
silver in Women’s Doubles
3.5, 50-plus

SCOREBOARD

GIRLS HOOPS
Tuesday
Baldwin 60,
West Laurens 30
Wheeler Co. 42, Dublin 40
Stratford 63, Trinity 35

BOYS HOOPS
Monday
Trinity 71,
Thomas Jefferson 52

Tuesday
Baldwin 86, WL 28
Wheeler Co. 67, Dublin 59
Trinity 51, Stratford 35

PREP
SCHEDULE

BASKETBALL
Wednesday
East Laurens at
Johnson Co./6 p.m.

Thursday
Westside Augusta at
West Laurens/5 p.m.

Friday
FPD at Trinity/6 p.m.
Tattnall Co. at EL/7 p.m.

Saturday
EL vs. Hancock Central
(at Baldwin)/2 p.m.
Wilkinson Co. at Dublin
/4:30 p.m.

FOOTBALL
Friday
GHSA State Semifinals
WL at Jefferson/7:30 p.m.

OUTLOOK

Continued from page 7

Cairo a week back) and the clutch passing of Cason Pollock —
who'll relish the chance to play on the old stomping grounds
of father Jody, a former Jefferson quarterback — will be key in
assembling and sustaining the drives needed to win.

Of all potential X factors, look for the hard-nosed running of
still undenied short-yardage specialist Shannon Adkins — who
is likely to see a few additional carries in relief of the banged-up
Cummings — to be the biggest potential edge for West Laurens

in the fight for a few key extra yards after contact that may
decide this test of which team wants it a little bit more.

— Clay Reynolds

GE

BLOOD \AND CANCER

207 Fairview Park Drive | Dublin, Georgia 31021 | (478) 353-5700
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE

HEY. SIRL..\ TAKE NAPA
T'MLOST | STREETTO

AND NEED | SECOND STREET
DH&%CJI;_)NS AND MAKE A

LEFT.

astisDist. by Andrews Mchleel Syndication,

YOURE
REALLY
ABUSING

THE
TECHNOLOGY. |-

BY STEPHAN PASTIS
WORTHA TRY. ) |

BY JIM DAVIS

GARFIELD
(GARFIELD, I'M BACK! )

/4

/
[
OVERBOARD

(I GOT A CASE OF THAT)

DIET CAT FOOPD!

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

1 KNEW 1 SHOOLDN'T LET
YOO GO TO THE STORE
ONSOPERVISED!

%p %,
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Za

©2025 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

Tt DAVSS 12-4

BY CHIP DUNHAM

[WE HAVE A STRANGE )
RELATIONSHIP WITH /A
THESE GVYS. WHAT DO {
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© 2025 Chip Dunhiam, dist, by Andrews McMeel Syndication

DEFLOCKED

OFF PRESENTS..

Wwww.gocomics.com

WELL,WE'RE DROPPING [..BUT WE'RE STILL ) HEY,WHO SAYS REGULAR
STEALING THE\R / BySINESS HAS To STOP

A

| R e

JUST BECAUSE TS THE
HOLIDAYS2

¢
X

BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

com/deflocked jeff

LISTEN, MAMET. TGET | |ReaLLY?? OH wHATA )

THATIT'S CHRISTMAS | = | RELIEEY T WAS ABOUT TO

A0D TWES ARE TOUGH. | £ | eakE MY OWN DEATH AND

SO I JUST wanT You HIDE OUT ) ANOTHER

TO KONOWTHAT I COUNTRY LNTL YOU

DON'T EXPECT A GIET. |5 | MOVED ON, GOT MARRIED
A0D STARTED A EAMILYT

Z1GGY BY TOM WILSON

©2025 Ziggy and Friends, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel

" How MucH
TOUISTONE

OF THE OTHER
comic

THOSE "GIRI, SAYS
OWNE THING BUT
REALLY MEANS

SOMETHING ELSE"

THOGS?

ﬁs THS ONEOF \

Argumentative, abusive brother alienates family!

DEAR ABBY: I have a
brother who is very opin-
ionated and in my face any
time I don't agree with him.
It doesn't matter what the
subject is; he thinks he's the
only one who knows anything
about it. He is not educated,
but he thinks he's smarter
than everyone else, even edu-
cated people.

He won't let me get a
word in while he's yelling and
screaming in my face. He re-
sorts to name-calling, telling
me I'm wrong and calling me
stupid. Later, he sends emails
and texts trying to prove to
me why I am wrong. I think
he is abusive and has a men-
tal disorder. He has accom-
plished nothing in his life.

My husband and I have
careers. If I try to remain
quiet around my brother, he
starts aggravating me to get
a reaction. He has alienated
my family. No one wants to
be around him. What's the
best way to shut him down to
make whatever time we have
to spend together more civil?
-- SMART SIS IN MISSISSIP-
PI

DEAR SIS: No magic for-
mula will shut down your
abusive, immature and pos-
sibly mentally ill brother. Ac-
cept the fact that you can't
change him, and save your
sanity by avoiding him as of-
ten as possible.

BY JEFF MACNELLY

EM:E_@_2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
™ 12/4

pluggermail@aocl.com

Thanks to
Neal Schneider
San Diego,
California
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THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by stella zawistowski

ACROSS
1 __ of expertise
5 Reside

9 Very talkative
14 __ platter
(Hawaiian
appetizers)

15 Make revisions to
16 Belly button type

17 Radiate

18 “Golly!”

19 Tailless
amphibians

20 “Peanuts”

character: 2 wds.

23 Artist Yoko
24 More loyal
25 Overhead

compartment bag

29 President or
prime minister

33 High cards

34 Iron or tin

37 By yourself

38 Steal from

39 _ Lanka

40 Road in Rome

41 Food, informally

43 Bee’s attack

45 Obtains

46 At a discount: 2
wds.

48 Prepare for
printing

50 Taboo actions

53 Every ___ for
himself

54 Showboating
person

58 Get back
together

59 Unconscious
state

60 Fishing poles

63 Venice waterway

64 Tavern drinks

65 “The very __V”

66 Pretentiously
cultured

67 Have a lease

68 Penny

DOWN
1 Tailless primate
2 Mojito liquor

58

63

66

Created by Stella Zawistowski

3 Large-scale tale
4 Writers of books
5 Space at a
premium on
airlines
6 Admired one
7 Stop by
8 Old anesthetic
9 Get out of jail: 2
wds.
10 Northern Lights
phenomena
11 Stash away
12 Omen
13 “Sure!”
21 One or more
22 Chicago NBA
player
25 Goods in a hold
26 Future oak
27 Puzzle with
pictures
28 Place for chicks
30 Anti-war activists
31 Top-class
32 Cook over a fire
35 Ironman race, for
short
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36 “__ Misbehavin’

42 Yellow-peeled
fruits

43 Put in the mail

44 Simone Biles,
e.g.

45 No-name

47 Sad and isolated

49 Knee protector

56

51 Film award

52 Shoulder wrap
54 Equipment

55 Littlest in a litter
“You said it!”

57 Took the train
58 TV brand

61 Lion’s home

62 Rode the bench

,‘5 '&_‘ '
o
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By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY: I recently
asked a friend to cat-sit while
I was out of town for a few
days. We agreed she would
stop by daily to feed my kitty,
refresh her water and spend a
little time with her. When I re-
turned, I noticed several signs
that she hadn't been coming
by every day -- food bowls un-
touched, litter box fuller than
it should've been, and a very
lonely (and vocal) cat.

I haven't confronted my
friend yet, but I'm hurt and
disappointed. I trusted her
with my pet's care. I would
have made other arrange-
ments had I known she
couldn't commit. I don't want
to jump to conclusions, but
I also feel I can't just brush
this off. How do I approach
this conversation without
blowing it out of proportion
or damaging the friendship,
while still addressing that this
wasn't OK? -- CAT LADY IN

Thursday, December 4, 2025

MICHIGAN

DEAR CAT LADY: One
can only wonder what else this
friend is irresponsible about.
However, I do not endorse
“taking her to the woodshed."
In the future, when you plan
to travel, make other arrange-
ments for the care of your
cat. This person was less than
purr-fect.

DEAR ABBY: I have al-
ways wanted to do some exot-
ic travel. I'm retired now, but
my wife has medical issues.
She can still drive, shop, etc.,
but international travel would
be too much for her.

I don't mind traveling
alone, and I have saved up
enough with such trips in
mind. I don't want to be self-
ish, but I want to see parts
of the world I have yet to
see. What's fair? -- FUTURE
TRAVELER IN CALIFOR-
NIA

DEAR TRAVELER: Fortu-
nately, your wife is still some-
what independent and could
manage in your absence.
What is "fair” would be for you
to discuss this with her and
negotiate an agreement that's
acceptable to both of you. If
your wife would like to travel
a bit, perhaps you could split
your savings between short
domestic excursions with her
and solo trips abroad.

GOREN BRIDGE

WITH BOB JONES
©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

RARE END POSITION

East-West vulnerable, South deals

NORTH

AAKS842

CKJ1052

OAS

7
WEST EAST
A Void AJT73
Q7643 98
&76 &QJ10983
*KQJ1084 ®*32

SOUTH

AQ10965

QA

OK42

*A965
The bidding:
SOUTH EST NORTH EAST
1A 4% 4NT Pass
Sa Pass SNT Pass
60 Pass (V4 Pass
A All pass

Opening lead: King of &

A Key Card Blackwood auction
led to this excellent grand slam.
Five spades showed two key cards
plus the queen of trumps and six
diamonds showed, specifically, the
king of diamonds. North’s six-heart
bid said that he thought there might
be enough here for a grand slam but
he didn’t have enough to bid it. It
was an invitation to seven that South
accepted.

South was Australian expert Justin

Mill. He won the opening club lead
and led a spade to dummy’s ace,
learning of the 3-0 split. The grand
would have been cold had the trumps
split 2-1, as Mill could have ruffed
three minor suit cards in dummy. A
4-3 heart split would be enough, so
Mill tried to set up a long heart. He
led a heart to his ace, a diamond to
dummy’s ace, and cashed the king of
hearts discarding a club from hand.
East discarded a diamond on the next
heart, dashing that plan. Mill ruffed,
cashed the king of diamonds and
ruffed a diamond. He led a spade to
his 10, leaving this position:

NORTH

AKS

CJ10

< Void

& Void
WEST EAST
A Void LY
Q7 < Void
< Void <SQJ10
*QJ & Void

SOUTH

AQ9

Q Void

< Void

*96

Mill led the queen of spades and
West couldn’t handle it. A heart
discard and Mill would overtake the
queen and ruff a heart. A club discard
instead and Mill would retain the lead
and ruff a club. A beauty!

SUDOK

2|7 1

Fun By The
Numbers

615 19

2 Like puzzles?

3 sudoku. This

Then you'll love

mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

S 5 your sudoku

6 sharpen your
pencil and put

savvy o the test!

8 |5

Here's How It Works:

Level: infermediate

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

7
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VA HOMELESS

Continued from page 1

cated outreach surge events
to locate unsheltered vet-
erans and offer them im-
mediate access to housing
programs, health care, be-
havioral health services and
VA benefits. Getting Vet-
erans Off the Street helped
move 25,065 unsheltered
veterans to interim (emer-
gency and transition) or
permanent housing.

“This is life-changing
and in many cases life-sav-
ing work,” said Dublin VA
Director Chandra Miller.
“We are proud of the prog-
ress Carl Vinson VA Medi-
cal Center is making to get
veterans off the streets and
are redoubling our efforts
to continue this momentum
moving forward.”

These efforts comple-
ment President Trump’s
May executive order to es-
tablish a National Center for
Warrior Independence for
Homeless Veterans on the
West Los Angeles VA Med-
ical Center campus. The
National Center for Warrior
Independence for Homeless
Veterans aims to provide
housing and support for up
to 6,000 homeless Veterans
from across the nation by
2028.

Every day, VA staff and
community partners across
the country help Veterans
find permanent housing
— such as apartments or
houses to rent or own — of-
ten with subsidies to help
make the housing more af-
fordable. In some cases, VA
teams and partners help
veterans end their home-
lessness by reuniting them
with family and friends.

Visit  VA.gov/homeless
to learn about housing ini-
tiatives and other programs
supporting homeless veter-
ans.

For more information,
contact Frank Jordan at
Frank.Jordan2@va.gov or
478-272-1210 Ext. 74404.

DUDLEY CHRISTMAS

Continued from page 1

the Christmas story from
Luke, chapter 2. He asked
for the children to come
closer so that it would be
easier to hear him.
“Sometimes people
think the best part of
Christmas is me — Santa
Claus,” he said. “But real-
ly, the best part of Christ-
mas is Jesus. I want you
to know there is no better
story that we have than
the story of Jesus Christ.
As we lit this Christmas
tree, people will ride by
this park at night and see
these lights on this tree.
Jesus said you are the light
of the world. He said, ‘Let
your light shine bright.”
After that, the children
lined up to talk with Santa.
Santa plans to come back
on at 6:45 p.m., Monday,
Dec. 22 in Dudley before
delivering presents.

Mayor Jason Locke shines a light for Santa to read the Christmas story/PAYTON TOWNS lli

FLAG PROGRAM

Continued from page 1

said most countries have
troubles within 200 years
after they began.

“'m proud to be an
American,” he said.

Dublin Exchange Club
President Will Jarrard went
over the history of the Amer-
ican flag.

“The colors and designs
of the flag tell the story of our
rich history, our unwavering
spirit and relentless pursuit
of freedom that binds us all
together,” he said. “The 13
stripes represent the origi-
nal colonies and the 50 stars
represents the 50 sovereign
states that join as one nation
under God. Itis a banner that
has witness our finest hours,
from the field of Valley Forge
to the surface of the moon. It
stands as a silent symbol of
the ideas of justice, freedom
and democracy that we hold
so dear.”

Exchange Club member Craig West shows photos of people and businesses honored
for displaying or celebrating the American flag/PAYTON TOWNS IlI

CITY OF WARNER ROBINS

DUBLIN SCHOOLS

Continued from page 1

the Human Resources de-
partment, or actions that
cultivate an atmosphere of
fear, retaliation or retribu-
tion. Educators must feel
respected and valued — not
threatened — as they navi-
gate the fallout of decisions
beyond their control.

"It must be clearly ac-
knowledged: the teachers
did not create this cri-
sis. Leadership did. And
the consequences of that
leadership failure contin-
ue to be felt most acute-
ly by students, educators
and the broader commu-
nity. Dublin’s teachers
have shown extraordinary
commitment despite un-
tenable conditions. They
deserve transparency, sup-
port and professional re-
spect — not coercion."

Trammell was critical
during his recent Dublin
visit of Woods' and the
state Department of Ed-
ucation's handling of the
district's situation, specif-
ically allowing the school
board to go four years
without completing an au-
dit. He pointed the finger
again in his letter.

"While I fully recognize
that the challenges fac-
ing the district are large,
complex and the result of
failures at multiple levels
— including a lack of time-
ly intervention by the local
administration, Georgia
Department of Education,
and the state school super-
intendent — I cannot over-
look the ways in which ed-
ucators have been unfairly
burdened and, in some
cases, threatened."

Trammell's letter was
addressed to interim Su-
perintendent Marcee Pool
and the city school board,
and copies sent to local
legislators and the heads
of three teacher organiza-
tions.
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