
 The Dublin American 
Red Cross had a busy 2025, 
moving from outside of 
town on U.S. 441 South to 
across the street from the 
Carl Vinson VA Medical 
Center.
 When officials gathered 
recently to celebrate 2025, 
they could not help but look 
forward to bringing in more 
volunteers to help provide 
support to people and fami-
lies who encounter disasters 
in the area.
 “These people mean 
more to me than just be-
ing volunteers,” said Peggy 
Bentz, community disaster 
program specialist for the 
American Red Cross. “They 
have been my family and 
been my backbone, helping 
hand and shoulders to cry 

on when I needed it.” 
 Jackie Shoemaker, exec-
utive director for the South 
Central Georgia Chapter of 
the American Red Cross, 
called this group “a family.”
 “We not only work to-
gether to help others but we 
work together to help each 
other,” Shoemaker said. “It 
is easy to see in events like 
tonight. We all just have the 
joy of giving with each other 
and the joy of giving to this 
community.” 
 Kelly Crane, senior di-
saster program manager for 
South Georgia Red Cross, 
was at the group’s Christ-
mas celebration at Moore 
Station Village on Dec. 18.
 “This group has some-
thing special with each oth-
er,” Crane said. “I believe 
Peggy has been here for 14 
years, and she is our old-
est tenured employee. She 

has been through a lot of 
change with the Red Cross, 
and Peggy had gone with 
that flow. She has managed 
to build a team here in the 
Dublin area. These folks re-
ally work well together.” 
 It is important to have a 
Red Cross in the area.
 “Our whole mission is 
to prevent and alleviate hu-
man suffering in a variety of 
ways,” Shoemaker said. 
 “We collect lifesaving 
blood. We respond to di-
sasters big or small. Most 
of them being home fires, 
which happens just about 
every day in our chap-
ter.”  
 The Red Cross trains 
people on lifesaving skills 
such as first aid, CPR and 
how to be a lifeguard. They Red Cross volunteers celebrated 2025 with a Christmas party at Moore Station Village. Red 

Cross official Peggy Bentz is hoping to gain more volunteers in 2026 to help with home 
fires and other disasters/PAYTON TOWNS III
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The local Salvation Army received 
a $4,000 check from Smith's of Dublin 
Jewelry during a holiday event where 
people were entertained by well known 
storyteller Donald Davis at the Carnegie 
Library. People who attended heard Davis' 
Christmas-related stories and saw a check 
presentation from Natalie Curry, owner of 
Smith's, to Charika Todd, Dublin Service 
Center director at The Salvation Army
/SPECIAL PHOTO

STORYTIME: BUSINESS' 
EVENT RAISES MONEY 
FOR SALVATION ARMY

Archway parking 
report shows 
ample spaces

 There are an ample 
number of parking spots 
in downtown Dublin, even 
during major events, ac-
cording to a study facili-
tated by the University of 
Georgia Archway Project. 
 The report, conducted 
by university graduate stu-
dents for the City of Dublin, 
suggests the need for more 
signage and parking man-
agement during peak hours 
as opposed to more spac-
es.  
 "Even large annual 
events such as Super Sat-
urday, Bon Temps Crawfish 
and the Christmas Parade 
only temporarily exceed 
capacity for short peri-
ods," the report concluded. 
"These findings confirm 
that Downtown Dublin has 
sufficient parking overall, 
and future efforts should 
focus on improved signage, 
digital mapping and event-
day parking management 
rather than new construc-
tion." 
 A perceived lack of park-
ing in downtown Dublin 
has long been a complaint 
of residents, leaving city of-
ficials seeking ways to pro-
mote public parking lots 

and encourage shoppers 
and diners to walk along 
the city's streets. The recent 
changes of some spaces to 
allow for the new pedestri-
an crosswalk on Jackson 
Street, caused many to take 
to social media and The 
Courier Herald's Tell It! to 
complain. 
 Some signage has been 
installed around downtown, 
but local leaders are looking 
to do more. 
 "Time has passed and we 
probably could do a better 
job to promote parking," 
said Miriam Lewis, execu-
tive director of Visit Dublin. 
 Lewis said Visit Dublin 
is working with the Down-
town Development Author-
ity to design new signs and 
parking management strat-
egies to be released next 
year. 
 There are about 840 
public parking spaces in 
downtown according to the 
report. The UGA students 
used data from Visit Dub-
lin, the U.S. Census Bureau 
and information from Plac-
er AI, a firm that tracks foot 
traffic for public and private 
entities, to calculate park-
ing demand during regular 
business hours and special 
events. 
 The research showed 
that during normal week-
day hours, downtown 
only reached 75 percent  

By KYLE DOMINY
Staff Reporter

Downtown to 
improve parking 
lot visibility

PARKING
Continued on page 10

Red Cross celebrates 2025, looks for more success in the new year
By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

RED CROSS
Continued on page 10

 Christmas is over, and an 
opportunity to start 2026 
out right will be available 
this weekend.
 Keep Dublin-Laurens 
Beautiful will offer its an-
nual live Christmas tree re-
cycling program, Bring One 
for the Chipper, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 3, at 
The Home Depot, 1833 Vet-
erans Blvd.
  For those who can-
not wait until then to drop 
off their live, undecorated 

Christmas trees, they will 
have the chance to drop 
them off in a rolloff bin that 
will be placed in the parking 
lot of The Home Depot on 
Dec. 26. 
 “I like the fact that we 
are repurposing the trees,” 
said Chip Wilson, with 
KDLB. “Most of these trees 
at The Home Depot will be 
put through the shredder.” 
 Boy Scout Troop No. 65 
will be on hand to help un-
load the trees and handout 
seedlings. Electronic waste 
also can be brought to this 
event. 

 People can also take 
their live trees to one of the 
following six county collec-
tion centers: Parker Dairy 
Road, Nathaniel Drive, Va-
lambrosia Road, Bethlehem 
Church Road, Rentz/Dexter 
Road and Old Hawkinsville 
Road. Wilson said people 
will be allowed to bring 
their live trees to the collec-
tion centers until Jan. 10.
 “The people at those col-
lection centers know people 

Bring One for the Chipper to take 
live Christmas trees, electronic waste
By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

CHIPPER
Continued on page 10
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GBI investigating fatal shooting in Dexter

Local lawmen looking for suspect in shooting

 The Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
and the Laurens County Sheriff’s Office 
continue to look into the killing of man 
shot multiple times in Dexter on Saturday.
 Around 6:50 p.m., deputies with the 
Laurens County Sheriff’s Office were dis-
patched to a home located on Shy Street in 
Dexter after a report of shots being fired. 
When officers arrived, they found Joseph 
Burch unresponsive in the yard, with mul-
tiple gunshot wounds.
 Burch was pronounced dead at the 
scene by Laurens County Coroner Richard 
Stanley. Burch was transported to the GBI 

Crime Lab in Atlanta for an autopsy. No 
arrests have been made at this time.
 The investigation and remains active 
and ongoing. Once the investigation is 
complete, the case file will be given to the 
Dublin Judicial Circuit District Attorney’s 
Office for review. 
 Anyone with information about the 
incident is asked to contact the GBI re-
gional office in Eastman at 478-374-6988. 
Anonymous tips also can be submitted 
by calling 1-800-597-TIPS (8477), on-
line at https://gbi.georgia.gov/sub-
mit-tips-online, or by downloading the See 
Something, Send Something mobile app.

 Local law enforcement agencies are 
looking for a man suspected in a shooting 
of a Dublin man early Sunday morning.
 According to a Georgia Bureau of In-
vestigation press release, Dublin Police 
Department officers responded to an indi-
vidual being shot in the 800 block of Lily 
Street around 2 a.m. on Dec. 28. When 
officers arrived, they found Alex Horn, 34, 

with a gunshot wound to the head.
 Witnesses were interviewed and said an 
altercation happened between Horn and 
Demetrice Voneric O’Neal, 37, of Dublin. 
Arrest warrants were issued on O’Neal for 
aggravated assault and aggravated battery.
 Horn was transported to a hospital and 
being treated for his injuries.

 

STAFF REPORTS
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SHOOTING SUSPECT
Continued on page 10
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 Happy New Year!
Time to begin making 

those wonderful New Year’s 
Resolutions, friends.  You 
know - the ones you make 
today, then forget about in 
two or three days.

Things like losing weight, 
quitting smoking or drink-
ing, getting your act togeth-
er, etc.  The things we all say 
we should do, then don’t do.

Yep, those things.  If 
you’d like to share your res-
olutions with me, send me 
an e-mail at didyouknow-
column@gmail.com and we 
can both laugh at them.

I am making two resolu-
tions, one of which I shall 
immediately break.  I re-
solve not to make reso-
lutions; and I resolve to 
share trivia with you each 
week.  Let’s go!

Did you know …
… a poet tried a novel 

way to generate book sales?  
When Walt Whitman (1819-
1892) wanted to stir sales 
for his collection Leaves of 
Grass, he sent in reviews for 
the book to the New York 
newspapers without a by-
line.  His reviews (of his own 
work) called the book “tran-
scendent” and proclaimed 
“An American bard at last!”  
Sadly, the reviews didn’t 
help.  Leaves of Grass sold 
only a few copies during its 
first print run.  (Gives a new 
meaning to “reading one’s 
own press releases,” if you 

ask me.)
… one of the oldest can-

dies available has been 
around since the mid-19th 
Century?  Love them or hate 
them, everyone who likes 
candy has an opinion about 
Necco Wafers™, flat round 
slabs of candy about the size 
of a quarter, which come in 
rolls of about 35.  The can-
dy was first produced in 
1847 by the New England 
Confectionary Company, 
the initials of which inci-
dentally form the candy’s 
name.  They are the oldest 
American candy brand still 
in production.  Addition-
al trivia note:  The oldest 
continually produced can-
dy brand is Good & Plenty, 
the candy-covered licorice 
treat.  Production of those 
began in 1893, but because 
of a break in production of 
Necco Wafers from 2018 to 
2020, Good & Plenty are the 
oldest brand in continuous 
production.  (And suddenly 
I want some candy.)

… only one pitcher in all 
of professional baseball his-
tory has thrown two perfect 
games?  A perfect game is 
one in which a pitcher re-
tires all 27 opposing bat-
ters without allowing a 
single base runner.  While 
the first perfect game in 
Major League Baseball was 
thrown in 1880 by Lee Rich-
mond (1857-1929), and the 
feat has been done only 23 
times since then, no MLB 
or minor league pitcher 
has thrown more than one.  
The only professional ball-
player to throw two perfect 
games was Jean Faut (1925-
2023), who pitched in the 
All-American Girls Profes-
sional Baseball League from 
1946 to 1953.  Faut, who 
played for the South Bend, 
Indiana Blue Sox, threw her 
first on July 21, 1951 against 
the Rockford Peaches, and 
did it  again on September 
3, 1953, against the Kalama-
zoo Lassies. Additional triv-
ia note:  Faut’s two perfect 
games were two of only five 
pitched during the entire 

existence of the AAGPBL.  
The others were thrown 
by Annabelle Lee (1922-
2008) of the Minneapolis 
Millerettes, Carolyn Morris 
(1925-1996) of the Rockford 
Peaches, and Doris Sams 
(1927-2012) of the Muskeg-
on Lassies.  The AAGPBL 
was featured in the hit 1992 
movie, A League of Their 
Own.

… tropical storm classi-
fications are based on wind 
speed?  For a tropical storm 
to be considered a hurri-
cane, its sustained winds 
must be at least 74 miles per 
hour.  From 39 to 74 miles 
per hour, it’s called a trop-
ical storm, and with winds 
less than 38 miles per hour, 
it would be a tropical de-
pression.  (Thar she blows!)

… the design for a pop-
ular video game character 
was inspired by food?  Toru 
Iwatani (born 1955), the 
game designer who creat-

ed the popular “Pac Man” 
game, got the inspiration for 
the design of the title char-
acter from a pizza.  Iwatani 
said he took a slice from a 
pizza and noticed how the 
remaining pie looked like 
a character, and used that 
as the design for the yellow 
dot-gobbler.  (Good thing 
he wasn’t having a dish of 
sushi or something.)

… a prolific director 
of horror movies got his 
start working for a chil-
dren’s show host?  George 
A. Romero (1940-2017), 
the director who brought 
us classic horror films such 
as Night of the Living Dead 
and Creepshow, got his first 
paid directing job work-
ing for Fred Rogers (1928-
2003).  Romero filmed a 
segment for the children’s 
program Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood in which 
Rogers underwent a tonsil-
lectomy.  Romero credited 
that project as the catalyst 
which made him want to 
direct zombie and horror 
films.  (From Mr. Rogers to 
horror ... what’s the transi-
tion?)

… a rock musician has a 
doctoral degree?  Brian May 
(born 1947), guitarist for the 
group Queen, has an earned 
Ph.D. in astrophysics from 
Imperial College in London.  
(I’ve heard of spaced out, 
but this ...)

… noted author and po-
litical activist Helen Keller 
was related to a Confeder-

ate general?  Keller (1880-
1968) was born in Tuscum-
bia, Alabama, and became 
deaf and blind at the age 
of two following an illness.  
She was related to Confed-
erate general Robert E. Lee 
(1807-1870) on her moth-
er’s side.  Keller’s mother, 
Catherine Everett Adams 
Keller (1856-1921), was a 
second cousin of Lee.

… penguins sleep more 
deeply in the afternoon?  
Scientists discovered this 
trait by creeping up on 
sleeping king penguins at 
different times of the day 
and poking the penguins 
with a stick until they awak-
ened.  It took only an av-
erage of five pokes to wake 
a sleeping penguin in the 
morning, but afternoon 
naps were deeper – the av-
erage was nine pokes with a 
stick to rouse the bird.  (Try 
that trick with a bear one 
day, and let me know how it 
goes.  If you survive.)

Now ... you know!

The Courier Herald office will 

observe reduced hours on 

Wednesday, December 31st 

and Friday, January 2nd. 

We will be closed on Thursday 

January 1st.

PLEASE NOTE:

Your Thursday, January 1st and 

Saturday, January 3rd editions will be 

a combo paper.

Happy New Year
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providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights 
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OBITUARIES

 Willie Earl (Cooney) 
Ford, born Feb. 10, 1955, 
formerly of Dublin, passed 
away on Dec. 24, 2025 in 
Marriville, Ind.

 Funeral arrangements 
are incomplete at this time.

Willie Earl Ford

Joseph Burch
Mr. Joseph Burch of Dub-

lin, Georgia passed away on 
Saturday, Dec. 27, 2025. Fu-
neral arrangements are not 
complete at this time.

www.ServicesByDudley.
com. 

BIRTHDAYS

Jan. 1
Janice Moore

Jan. 2
Wayne Hines

Cheryl Jackson
Hellen Pittman

Jan. 3
Luciana Kemp

Jan. 4
Jacquelyn Smith MIlls

Jan. 1
Anthony & Anouska 

Edwards

Jan. 2
JC & Margaret Billue

David & Marion 
Stuckey

ANNIVERSARIES

ATLANTA — The year started with 
news about presidents past and pres-
ent, as Donald Trump was sworn in for 
a second term and Georgia mourned 
the loss of Jimmy Carter.

The Trump administration imple-
mented major changes to immigra-
tion and trade policy that reverberat-
ed across the country and in Georgia. 
Developments driven by technology 
companies also rocked the state, as the 
words “data center” came into com-
mon use.

The Peach State also made its own 
news, from a shooting at a military 
base to a split between a high-profile 
Republican and Trump and a surpris-
ing statewide election outcome that 
threatened the status quo.

Here is a look at the top Georgia 
stories of 2025

Jan. 7: The celebration of the life 
of a native son and former president, 
Jimmy Carter, moved from Atlanta to 
the nation’s capital for a memorial ser-
vice in the Capitol Rotunda.

Feb. 12: The state economist 
warned that Trump’s tariffs would 
probably drive up prices for Georgia 
consumers while suppressing exports.

March 21: The Georgia General As-
sembly passed Gov. Brian Kemp’s top 
priority — an overhaul of tort law to 
create a friendlier environment for in-
surance companies.

March 25: Lawmakers pushed back 
against big tech, passing a law that 
will prohibit student cellphone use in 
public elementary and middle schools 
starting next fall.

March 31: Reacting to the mass 

shooting at Apalachee High School last 
year, the legislature passed a sweeping 
school safety bill that sought to iden-
tify malevolent students before they 
could do harm and to bolster mental 
health services.

July 25: About 8,500 students se-
cured approval to begin the school 
year in private schools, their tuition 
covered by a new state-funded vouch-
er program that was expected to cost 
taxpayers $55 million.

July 28: State authorities an-
nounced an investigation of a company 
accused of operating a Ponzi scheme 
that bilked investors while funding 
Republican political campaigns. The 
announcement by Secretary of State 
Brad Raffensperger followed the filing 
of a lawsuit by the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission against First 
Liberty Building and Loan and its op-
erator Edwin Brant Frost IV.

Aug. 6: Four soldiers and a civilian 
were shot by a gunman at the U.S. Ar-
my’s Fort Stewart near Savannah. All 
survived and a sergeant was charged 
with attempted murder

Aug. 25: Kemp announced his deci-
sion to deploy about 75 military mem-
bers across the state to aid U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement.

Sept. 4: Federal agents detained 
475 workers at Hyundai’s electric ve-
hicle battery plant near Savannah, 
most of them Korean nationals, caus-
ing friction with the South Korean 
government.

Sept. 5: Kemp announced plans to 
send 316 members of the Georgia Na-
tional Guard to Washington, D.C. to 
support Trump’s use of troops to pa-
trol the nation’s capital.

Nov. 4: Republicans felt a chill as 
voters soundly defeated two GOP in-
cumbents on the Public Service Com-
mission, choosing two Democrats 
instead. The monopoly regulator had 
raised electricity rates several times, 
leading to a backlash that pushed “af-
fordability” to the top of the political 
agenda.

Nov. 21: U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, the Rome Republican who 
forged a political brand as a staunch 
ally of Trump, solidified her break 
with the president by announcing her 
resignation a year early, in January. 
She disagreed with Trump on several 
issues, including artificial intelligence, 
military action overseas and release of 
the federal files concerning deceased 
sex abuser Jeffrey Epstein.

Nov. 26: A Fulton County judge 
granted dismissal of the criminal elec-
tion conspiracy charges against Trump 
and his remaining co-defendants after 
a prosecutor took the case from Dis-
trict Attorney Fani Willis when the 
courts sidelined her over ethical con-
cerns.

Dec. 19: The state Public Service 
Commission, with less than two weeks 
to go in the terms of two Republicans 
ousted by voters in November, granted 
a controversial expansion of electrical 
generation capacity for Georgia Pow-
er. The monopoly secured approval to 
build five gas-powered plants while 
sourcing other power to supply specu-
lative demand by future data centers. 
The expansion raised concerns about 
the environmental impact of burning 
more fossil fuel and the cost to current 
customers if the nearly 10 gigawatts in 
new capacity proved unnecessary.

2025: Trump policies, big tech 
become big issues for Georgia
By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Most new laws from this year’s legisla-
tive session took effect in July, but a handful of significant 
bills become law on New Year’s day.

They address shortages in accounting and dentistry, 
and they increase homeowner protections. They update 
campaign finance and vehicle licensing requirements. 
One adds a new look for car tags.

House Bill 148, The Public Accountancy Act of 2025, 
was brought by Rep. John Carson, R-Marietta, a certified 
public accountant trying to address a shortage of accoun-
tants. It updates a licensing framework established near-
ly three decades ago by offering new paths to becoming 
a certified public account. It also lets accounting firms 
do some work in Georgia without having an office in the 
state.

House Bill 551 by Rep. Jason Ridley, R-Chatsworth, 
updates rules for owning and operating a motor vehicle, 
adding numerous new requirements around the issuance 
of temporary operating permits and setting standards 
for a new electronic system for issuing them. It also lets 
permitted property owners install an immobilization de-
vice on trespassing vehicles rather than just having them 
towed.

House Bill 567 by Rep. Katie Dempsey, R-Rome, ad-
dress regional shortages in dentistry, authorizing licensed 
dentists to practice online, with regulation by the Geogia 
Board of Dentistry. It also permits coverage of teleden-
tistry by dental benefits plans. “Geography should not 
be a barrier to dental care,” Kristen Morgan, the Georgia 
Dental Association executive director, said in May when 
Gov. Brian Kemp signed the bill into law.

Senate Bill 35 by Sen. Larry Walker, III, R-Perry, gives 
homeowners more time to prepare for loss of insurance. 
It doubles the minimum notice period for nonrenewal of 
certain residential policies to 60 days, from 30.

Senate Bill 112 by Sen. Clint Dixon, R-Buford, requires 
that manufacturer warranties of residential HVAC sys-
tems transfer to home buyers. It also requires that war-
ranties take effect on the date a system is installed by a 
licensed contractor and prohibits requiring product reg-
istration as a condition of warranty.

Senate Bill 199 by Sen. Sam Watson, R-Moultrie, pro-
hibits the State Ethics Commission initiating investiga-
tions of candidates within 60 days of their election. It also 
requires that local elected officials file mandatory finan-
cial disclosures with the Commission rather than locally. 
And it requires that political action committees maintain 
bank accounts with detailed reporting when they contrib-
ute to candidates in the state. It also establishes uniform 
reporting dates for campaigns for all levels of office and 
requires redaction of home addresses from any records 
the Commission makes available to the public.

Last but not least is America First: Senate Bill 291. 
The act, by Sen. Steve Gooch, R-Dahlonega, establishes a 
special license plate featuring the American flag and the 
words “America First.” Funds raised from the sale of this 
plate will go to the state general fund. Gooch pushed the 
bill through as Senate majority leader, a post he left after 
the legislative session to run for lieutenant governor.

By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

New laws will address 
professional services, 
homeowner protections, car 
owners and politicians

DID YOU KNOW ...?

Is there a professional pitcher with two perfect games?
By JACK BAGLEY
Georgia Trust Columnist

JEAN FAUT
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Dublin Courier-Herald, 
Dispatch, and Press

One of the longest and 
best attended sessions of 
City Council in years was 
held last night with the fol-
lowing developments high-
lighting the gathering:

A resolution was passed 
by a vote of 5 to 2 asking 
Rep.  W.H. Lovett and Rep.  
Dawson Kea to extend the 
City Limits of Dublin, eff ec-
tive January 1, 1942. 

A resolution was unani-
mously passed asking that 
the two representatives pass 
a bill abolishing the present 
3-man Board of Tax Asses-
sors and provide, for Coun-
cil creating a one-manTax 
Commissioner. In asking 
this, Council expressed be-
lief that fairer and more 
effi  cient collection and val-
uation of property could be 
attained with a Tax Com-
missioner than under the 
present system.

A petition to allow Sun-
day motion picture shows, 
with a provision that sub-
stantial donations would be 
given to the city's charita-
ble fund was heard. Coun-
cil fi rst decided to call a 
referendum so the people 
could vote on this and later 
someone pointed out that a 
Council might not have the 
right to do this. Mayor Dee 
Sessions then said he would 
secure a legal opinion of the 
City Attorney before calling 
an election.

A petition signed by 23 of 
the 25 barbers here request-
ing passage of an ordinance 
providing for appointment 
of a board of barbers to fi x 
prices, closing hours, and 
regular barber shops, was 
tabled for further consider-
ation.

City fi nances were dis-
cussed and the necessity of 
retrenchment agreed upon 
by council. Several tentative 
suggestions were advanced, 
but there was no defi nite ac-
tion. 

License to sell beer was 
granted seven fi rms here 
and a license to sell beer and 
wine was refused to W.M.  
Chandler. Police Chief J.W.  
Robertson was instructed 
to notify Mr. Chandler to 
remove his stock from the 
store now being operated by 
February 1.

While a considerable 
delegation was present to 
request the Sunday shows, 
the most vocal group pres-
ent was that of the property 
owners who objected to be-
ing incorporated within the 
city limits.

Among those ether 
speaking against this or 
seconding talks of others 
against being incorporat-
ed were W.P. Roche,  W.R. 
Werden,  W. R. Hodges, 
T.C. Waldrep, Irwin Mont-
ford, Frank Hodges,  Henry 
Wood,  and W. W. Larsen, 
Jr.

Rep. Dawson Kea and 
Rep. W.H. Lovett told 
Council that they would 
abide by whatever recom-
mendation Council made 
about introducing the bill, 
and after a long discussion 
by the protesting delegation 
and Council, it was voted to 
ask that such a bill be intro-
duced, eff ective 1942.

A request that a Sunday 
show be allowed at once - 
the entire proceeds to be 
turned over to the infantile 
paralysis fund of Laurens 
County - was turned down 
by Council on the  ground 

that it would prejudice the 
referendum contemplated 
on the Sunday show ques-
tion.

Cost of holding a refer-
endum on Sunday shows 
would not be borne by the 
City, Council ruled. If one 
is held, and citizens present 
immediately donated most 
of the estimated cost, hand-
ing the money over to City 
Clerk M.A. Rogers. He esti-
mated that about fi ve more 
dollars would be needed 
above the cash handed to 
him last night.

(Eastman settled this 
question not so long ago 
by holding a vote in which 
Sunday shows won.)

A resolution inviting the 
Division of Traffi  c & Safety 
of the State Highway Board 
to make a survey of traf-
fi c hazards in Dublin was 
passed. The survey would 
merely be an advisory rec-
ommendation to Council, 
made by traffi  c experts, 
about the best way to handle 
traffi  c diffi  culties in Dublin.

COMMITTEES NAMED
A few changes in City 

Council committees were 
announced today by May-
or Dee Sessions. The list of 
chairmen announced for 
1941 is as follows:

Finance
M.Z. Claxton, Chairman
Martin Willis, Vice 

Chairman
E.B. Mackey
W.P. Tindol

Police & Ordinance
Bruce Suggs,  Chairman
Milo Smith, Vice Chair-

man
W.P. Tindol
Martin Willis

Street & Sanitary
E.B. Mackey, Chairman
W.P. Tindol, Vice Chair-

man
Martin Willis 
Milo Smith

License & Tag
Milo Smith, Chairman
E.B. Mackey, Vice Chair-

man
P.C. Hutchinson

Public Property & Parks
P.C. Hutchinson, Chair-

man
Martin Willis, Vice 

Chairman
W.P. Tindol
M.Z. Claxton

Light & Water & Print-
ing

W.P. Tindol, Chairman
Martin Willis, Vice 

Chairman
Bruce Suggs
Milo Smith

Cemeteries & Buildings 
& Awnings

W.P. Tindol, Chairman
P.C. Hutchinson, Vice 

Chairman
Martin Willis
M.Z. Claxton

Fire
Martin Willis, Chairman
W.P.Tindol, Vice Chair-

man
Bruce Suggs
Milo Smith

DRAFT ORDERS 
MAILED

Draft Board Number 
Two of Laurens County 
yesterday mailed question-
naires to registered men 
whose order numbers are 
between 283 and 332 and 
today questionnaires were 

mailed to registered men 
with order numbers be-
tween 333 and 382.

Three colored regis-
trants were also sent to the 
Army today. All three were 
volunteers, however. Board 
No. One sent Frank Ladson 
and Leo Hue Hester, and 
Board No. Two sent one 
man, Henry Coley. They 
will be inducted into service 
at Fort Benning, but local 
offi  cials were not informed 
whether or not they would 
serve at the Georgia camp 
or elsewhere.

Attention was again 
called to the County Advi-
sory Committee which is 
always ready to help anyone 
in fi lling out questionnaires. 
There is no charge for this 
service. The committee is 
composed of Blakeley Par-
rott, W.F. Moxley, O.B. 
Overstreet, and C.D. De-
vereaux of Dublin and M.S. 
Mullis of Cadwell. Those 
wishing assistance in fi lling 
out questionnaires can see 
any one of the above gentle-
men.

HEALTH REPORT FOR 
1940 BIRTHS

Births almost doubled 
deaths in Laurens Coun-
ty during 1940, according 
to Laurens County Health 
Commissioner O.H. Cheek 
in his annual report which 
was made public today.

By a coincident, the 
number of deaths recorded 
was exactly the same as that 
of the previous year, 1939,

Births totaled 871 last 
year, the report showed and 
deaths were 451.

The birth rate was slight-
ly off  as compared with 
1939, when 898 births were 
recorded.

The county appeared to 
be doing its part in furnish-
ing manpower for possible 
future national emergency 
with a majority of the births 
listed as male. They totaled 
465 as compared with 406 
for females.

White births numbered 
483, according to the re-
port, and Negro births 388.

Deaths
Of the deaths, there were 

also more fatalities among 
males than females. A total 
of 221 male deaths were re-
ported with 180 female.

Accidents were listed 
as the cause of 29 of the 
deaths, and homicides ac-
counted for 12 more. Only 
one suicide was recorded.

Heart disease led the list 
as cause of deaths, with a to-
tal of 72 victims. Pneumonia 
accounted for three deaths; 
cancer, 4; malaria, 3; tuber-
culosis, 8; typhoid fever, 3; 
colitis, 2; infl uenza, 2; syph-
ilis, 2; maternal deaths, 2; 
and deaths from unknown 
diseases, 22.  Cause of one 
death was listed as malnu-
trition and infants who died 
from unknown causes num-
bered 27.

EASTMAN BRANCH 
DISCONTINUED

Services of the Wrights-
ville and Tennille Railway 
between Dublin and East-
man will be discontinued on 
March 1, B.H. Lord, general 
manager of the road, said 
today.

The last trains will run 
on February 28, Mr. Lord 
said, and dismantling of the 
old railway will begin early 
in March.

The line to Eastman was 
built originally by the E.P. 
Rentz Lumber Company in 

1904 and known as the Dub-
lin & Southwestern Railway. 
It was acquired by the W&T 
system in 1906.

There are a number of 
stations on the route be-
tween Dublin and East-
man. The principal ones are 
Rentz, Cadwell, Plainfi eld, 
Garretta, and Mayberry.

General Manager Lord 
also announced that appli-
cation for a hearing is now 
being made to ask for au-
thority to discontinue op-
erating the road between 
Dublin and Hawkinsville.

RENTZ HAS YOUNG 
LEADERS 

This being often referred 
to as the "day of young peo-
ple," the Town of Rentz 
looks forward with a great 
deal of anticipation to a new 
year of progressive accom-
plishments with probably 
the youngest set of leaders 
in the state. The ages of the 
mayor and fi ve members of 
council range between 22 
and 31 years.

In an uncontested elec-
tion, the new offi  cials are

Mayor
O.H. Grant
Council:
F.C. Taylor
A.O. Hadden
H.H. Bedingfi eld
Barron Smith
Alton Davidson
Retiring offi  cials who did 

not choose to run are
Mayor 
J.O. Proctor
Council:
H.Y. Grant
W.T. Phelps
J.A .Davidson
E.J. Woodard
Z.C. Register 

W.O.W. MEETING
Installation services for 

the new offi  cers of the local 
Camp of the W.O.W. will be 
held on Monday night, Jan-
uary 27th, at the Lodge Hall 
at 7:30.

Joe Branch of Davisboro, 
Head Consul of Georgia, 
will be present for the in-
stallation. Offi  cers to be in-
stalled are

Charles E. Baggett - Con-
sul Commander

D.A. Moorman - Advisor 
Lieutenant

J.L. Lord - Financial Sec-
retary 

J.E. Townsend - Banker
G.B. Dunn - Escort
J.C. Raffi  eld - Watchman
J.S. Kittrell - Secretary
Physicians - 
Dr. R.G. Ferrell
Dr. E.B.  Claxton
Dr. A.T. Coleman
Auditors,-
Emory S. Baldwin, 

Chairman
J.R. Cherry
S.F. Beasley
A fi sh fry will follow the 

installation services, and 
this promises to be a most 
enjoyable part of the pro-
gram, according to the an-
nouncement made today by 
J .L. Lord and M.A. Kend-
rick, who urge all members 
to be present.

DONKEY FUN
The "Cowboys" rode out 

a hard fought victory last 
night over the "Indians" in 
the burro basketball game. 
It was hard on the fans, too,  
who got stitches in their 
sides watching local busi-
ness men try to manage un-
manageable donkeys.

The score, someone said, 
was 30 to 24, but most of 
the spectators and the play-
ers were too amused to care 
who won.

Among those taking part 
in the game were Parrott, 
Ward, Jarrard, Robertson, 
Bennett, White, Driver, 
Jewell, Powell, and Jones.

In a preliminary to the 
donkey game, Dublin and 
Brewtpn payed an ordinary 
basketball game with Brew-
ton on the short end of the 
29-10 score.

Brewton players were
Moye
Garnto
Walker
Sapp
Jordan
Forte - substitute
Dublin players were
Thompson
Walker
Clark
Smalley
Bradshaw
Mills - substitute
Bryans - substitute

COLORED NEWS
Kingdom of  God Singers
The Kingdom Gospel 

Singers will sing at the 
Church of God in Christ on 
Monday night, February 
3rd.

Seats will be reserved for 
white friends desiring to at-
tend.

Funds will be used for 
education.

The pastor, Elder R.D. 
Fields, will preach on Sun-
day, day and night. Your are 
invited. 

Lincoln Civic League
A call meeting was held 

in the offi  ce of C.L. Harri-
son, on Tuesday night. The 
Lincoln Civic League elect-
ed new offi  cers for the en-
suing term and made plans 
for a more progressive orga-
nization. Though only a few 
men were present, the spirit 
and enthusiasm was high, 
and the meeting was carried 
out as planned.

Preceding the business 
session, an open forum was 
held with all participating in 
an active manner. Follow-
ing the forum, the out-going 
president, Dr. H.T. Jones, 
assisted by Professor W.L. 
Hughes, fully explained the 
purposes of the Lincoln Civ-
ic League history. 

The following offi  cers 
were elected:

C.L. Harrison - President
L.T. Bacote - Vice Presi-

dent
E.C. Thomas - Secretary
T.J. Simmons - Assistant 

Secretary
W.L. Thomas - Reporter
 H.T. Jones - Chaplain
The newly elected of-

fi cers were installed and 
sworn into offi  ce by Pro-
fessor Hughes after which, 
each expressed and indicat-
ed his desire to serve faith-
fully in his capacity.

Missionary Circle
The Missionary Circle of 

Williams Grove A,B. Church 
met at the home of Mrs. 
Phoebe Linton with the 
President in the Chair.

The Bible lesson was 
read and discussed by the 
pastor.

Delicious refreshments 
were served after the meet-
ing.

The next meeting will be 
on Monday, January 20th, 
at the home of Mrs. Tillery 
Walker. Come to the meet-
ing.

Mrs. Maggie Moman, 
President

Mrs. Nealy Warren, Sec-
retary

Crowd turns out for council meeting

LOOKING BACK... 
85 YEARS AGO 

By HARRIETT CLAXTON

JANUARY 3, 1941

NOW HERE'S A TIP

 * "Want to keep your pants from creas-
ing on the hanger? Grab an empty paper 
towel tube, and slit it down the side. When 
you slip it over the bottom of the hanger, it 
creates a curve for the pants to lie across, 
and no more crease!" -- M.U. in Colorado

* To prevent candle wax from sticking to 
a candleholder, swipe the inside with a little 
olive oil. It'll do the trick!

* Just in time for soup season (and my 
new year's resolutions), here's a great fat 
swap: Drain and rinse two cups of white 
beans and puree with a cup of no-sodium 

vegetable broth. You can use this as a thick-
ener in place of heavy cream for soups and 
stews.

* Experts say that those who write down 
or journal their nutrition and exercise are 
more likely to keep it up. This can be as sim-
ple as a pencil and notebook paired with a 
calorie guidebook or one of the many great 
apps for your smartphone. In any case, set 
yourself up for success this year. You de-
serve it!

* A can opener's crevices can be cleaned 
by "opening" a length of waxed paper. 
Kitchen scissors can be sharpened by fold-
ing a piece of aluminum foil and cutting it 
with the scissors.

By JOANN DERSON
King Features



With the move into a new 
year, we take the time to 
look forward, and also look 
back. We reflect on where 
we’ve been. We measure. 
What did we accomplish? 
Where did we fall short. 

Along the way we often 
lament that time is passing 
faster and faster. We want 
things to slow down. We 
know everything continues 
to speed up.

The speed of change can 
at least partially attributed 
to advancements in tech-
nology. Our advancements 
are coming faster and fast-
er. They’re forcing change 
in our everyday lives. We 
as a people are resistant to 
change, even when things 
become easier or take less 
of our time to accomplish 
routine tasks. 

We even have groups 
of people willing to quick-
ly mobilize to stop change. 
Often these folks consider 
themselves “progressive”, 
but when you look at their 
agendas they seem to be 
willing to stop almost any-
thing that moves America 
forward – while often ex-
empting our biggest and 
fastest growing industrial 
competitors.  That linkage 
is a topic that deserves dis-
cussion on another day.

As for this piece, we want 
to end the year and begin 
anew on a positive note. By 
way of example, we’ll use 
a specific company that is 
looking to move us forward 
in an area that America pi-

oneered, currently dom-
inates, but haven’t really 
moved the needle forward 
in a half century.  

The Wright brothers first 
flew at Kitty Hawk just be-
fore Christmas in 1903.  A 
half century later, Boeing 
introduced the first jet pow-
ered passenger aircraft.  To-
day, many airlines are still 
flying us around in planes 
designed in the late 1970’s 
and last manufactured 
more than two decades ago.  
Sure, there have been up-
dates, but they have been 
incremental.

Blake Scholl and his 
company, Boom Aerospace, 
seek to change that. They’re 
working on a replacement 
for the Concorde – a mod-
ern passenger aircraft 
that can fly at supersonic 
speeds. Their test aircraft 
has demonstrated it can 
eliminate the “sonic boom” 
and thus federal regulations 
have been relaxed which 
previously banned super-
sonic travel over land.

Airlines have taken no-
tice. United, American, and 
Japan Airlines have placed 
orders for the plane still in 
development.  The company 
hopes to have production 
specification aircraft flying 
by the end of this decade, 
breaking the current tech-
nology stagnant duopoly 
between Boeing and Airbus.

That alone makes Boom 
a remarkable case study, 
and one of a “disruptor” tech 
company that is outside the 

typical software/IT industry 
we normally associate with 
that term.  And yet, there 
appears to be even more to 
this story that brings with it 
a bigger lesson:  Innovation 
begets innovation.

The folks that want to 
stop anything that looks 
like progress have turned 
their sights on data centers. 
Suddenly, the people who 
wanted to ban gas stoves 
while mandating we electri-
fy everything have realized 
that we have capacity con-
straints on producing elec-
tricity – at least in the short 
run. 

We’re not going back 
to coal, we still don’t have 
enough battery manufac-
turing capacity nor raw ma-
terials to make solar power 
a 24/7 baseload supply, 
and new nuclear plants will 
take a decade or more to 
come online if they’re even 
proposed and permitted.  
That leaves natural gas as 
the easiest way to expand 
power generation, and the 
current manufacturers are 
booked up on their capacity 
for years.

Enter Mr. Scholl again. 
His company announced 
earlier this month that 
they’ve adapted their jet 
engine technology to create 
power generating turbines.  
In three months, the com-
pany went from concept 
to a signed deal for a pow-
erplant that will generate 
1.21 gigawatts of electricity. 
The company believes it can 
meet the needs to power the 
rapidly expanding data cen-
ter demand, with a better 
product than currently pro-
duces electricity using the 
same natural gas.

There are two ways we 
can approach the future. 
We can look at what we 
have – be it money, food 
supply, energy, or any other 
form of wealth – as a fixed 
stock that is eroding away 
or taken by a growing pop-
ulation. Or, we can look at 
the chance to grow. We can 
do things better, quicker, or 
more efficiently. 

America’s history is one 
of seeing the opportunity 
when others see a prob-
lem. We created the highest 
standard of living in human 
history not by redividing 
the same pie, but by grow-
ing not only the pie but the 
entire bakery. 

Change is hard. The pay-
off is worth it.  Let the reso-
lution of the new year to see 
our challenges head on, but 
with the vision to leverage 
the good while mitigating 
the bad.
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OUR TAKE...

DAILY SCRIPTURE

"To put off your old self, which belongs to your former man-
ner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be 
renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, 
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and 
holiness."

- Ephesians 4:22-24

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY

January 1, 2026 is... 
•World Day of Peace
•Public Domain Day
•Polar Bear Plunge Day
•National Hangover Day
•Global Family Day
•Apple Gifting Day

THOUGHT FOR TODAY

"Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let 
every new year find you a better man."

- Benjamin Franklin

American Innovation provides optimism 
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GEORGIA  
POLITICS

Father, Here we Dedicate
Father, let me dedicate, all this year to Thee,
In whatever worldly state Thou wilt have me be:
Not from sorrow, pain or care, freedom dare I claim;
This alone shall be my prayer, glorify Thy Name.

Can a child presume to choose where or how to live?
Can a Father's love refuse all the best to give?
More Thou givest every day than the best can claim
Nor withholdest aught that may glorify Thy Name.

If in mercy Thou wilt spare joys that yet are mine;
If on life, serene and fair, brighter rays may shine;
Let my glad heart, while it sings, Thee in all proclaim,
And, whate'er the future brings, glorify Thy Name.

If Thou callest to the cross, and its shadow come,
Turning all my gain to loss, shrouding heart and home;
Let me think how Thy dear Son to His glory came,
And in deepest woe pray on, “Glorify Thy Name.”

– Laurence Tuttiett (1825)

Happy New Year from The Courier Herald

How breaking government breaks democracy

TO THE EDITOR

 By reading the Courier-Herald, the newspaper-buy-
ing public was under the impression that the Dublin City 
School Board had a surplus.  Now we're told they anticipate 
a deficit of $13,000.000 dollars.

Where did the money go?  
Beyond stating that there was mismanagement, inef-

ficiency and an inability by officials to understand fiscal 
management, there have been no details.  

The public wants details.
Those city officials with the power to ask the Georgia 

Bureau of Investigation to launch a criminal investigation 
into the matter - (we are told) - have not asked for an inves-
tigation.  We do not have their reasons on record. It should 

be the responsibility of the Courier-Herald reporters to 
ask each official for those reasons and publish them in the 
newspaper.  If they choose not to answer, that should be 
reported as well.

Make me a Courier-Herald reporter if no one will force 
officials to react on this issue.

My property tax bill for the next payment of Dublin City 
taxes has increased by 65 percent.  I want answers.  I want 
reactions to questions.  I'm sure I'm not alone.

Sincerely,
Terry (Terrance J.) Light
Dublin, Ga.

 When most people hear 
“authoritarianism,” they 
tend to imagine tanks in the 
streets or elections being 
canceled overnight.

But democracy is usu-
ally undone more quietly 
— through budget cuts, lay-
offs and the slow disman-
tling of the institutions we 
rely on every day. One of 
the fastest ways to weaken 
a democracy is to break the 
government from the in-
side. You target the people 
who make it work and make 
those who rely on them suf-
fer by default. When people 
no longer trust that the gov-
ernment will serve them, 
democracy becomes ex-
pendable.

This is Step 4 in the au-
tocrat’s playbook. And in 
few places is the destruction 
more visible than at the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta.

Tens of thousands of 
Georgians work at the CDC 
or support its directive to 
protect the lives of Ameri-
cans. They’re our neighbors. 
They are parents picking up 
kids from school. They’re 
scientists who keep us in-
formed during illnesses. 
They track outbreaks and 
help local health depart-
ments do their jobs.

When Albany, Georgia, 
became a COVID-19 hotspot 
in 2020 — holding the No. 
5 spot in coronavirus cases 
and deaths — it was the role 
of the CDC to understand 
how to defend lives in the 
region.

Whether it was the coro-
navirus or the bird flu, Geor-
gians knew that the medical 
knowledge was centered 
right up 75 and 85. Yet now, 
the vital charge of the CDC 
— and the livelihoods of 
those who serve the public 
good — is being deliberately 
hollowed out by the Trump 
administration.

Step 4 in the authoritari-
an playbook is simple: break 
the government by break-
ing the people who make it 
function. You don’t have to 
abolish agencies outright. 
You just take away their 
funding, politicize them and 
push out anyone who won’t 
comply.

That’s what we’re watch-
ing with the gutting of the 
CDC and the broader feder-
al workforce. 

What began with the 
CDC is spreading. In a few 
weeks, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
plans to slash 35,000 health 
care jobs, including here in 
Georgia, a state where 7.6% 
of the population — or near-
ly 700,000 residents — are 
veterans.

Despite being chronical-
ly understaffed, the VA, like 
the CDC, will be asked to 
do critical, life-saving work 
with fewer people, fewer re-
sources and fewer backup 
plans. 

When Republicans evis-
cerate funding, freeze hir-
ing, conduct mass firings or 
shut down the government 
entirely, they are sending 
a message: Do not trust us. 
Public service doesn’t mat-
ter. The needs of the people 
don’t matter. Only power 
does.

For Georgia, the stakes 
are enormous. The CDC 
helps protect us from out-
breaks of measles, flu, food-
borne illnesses and emerg-
ing diseases. It supports 
state and county health 

departments — especially 
in rural communities that 
already struggle to get basic 
care.

Given that agriculture 
is an economic engine, we 
have long relied on the CDC 
to spot problems before 
they can ravage communi-
ties. So, when the CDC is 
weakened, Georgians pay 
the price first.

Now, with cuts decimat-
ing veterans’ health care, 
the harm will spread — and 
the solutions will be even 
harder to come by. But 
that’s the point.

Authoritarians want the 
government to fail in visi-
ble ways so people stop be-
lieving it can help them at 
all. When inspections slow, 
data disappears and re-
sponses lag, people under-
standably ask, “Why doesn’t 
government work?”

When those who defend-
ed our nation cannot get a 
doctor’s appointment or a 
prescription, they will won-
der if their sacrifices were 
in vain. Yet most good peo-
ple won’t blame sabotage 
— they will simply believe 
democracy failed to deliver 
because it’s useless.

They won’t use the 
words, but the sentiment 
will take root. Disappoint-
ment becomes disengage-
ment, and shared trust in 
the social contract trans-
forms into disbelief that it’s 
worth the fight. 

What’s happening now 
builds on years of attacks 
— politicizing public health, 
demonizing scientists and 
using budget battles as 
leverage to further erode 
services. This Republican 
authoritarian regime has 
been explicit about their 
goal: dismantle government 
and remake it into a hotbed 
of privatization and corrup-
tion.

However, the most insid-

ious truth is that the dam-
age is not always immediate 
or dramatic. The CDC will 
still issue reports, but the 
science is sketchy. VA offic-
es will stay open, but get-
ting an appointment takes 
even longer. Public service 
will feel more broken due to 
teacher shortages at Head 
Start and a lack of help from 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency or the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture.

Fewer people will be will-
ing to speak up when some-
thing’s wrong. Over time, 
competence drains away, 
and trust follows. Eventu-
ally, a small “d” democrat-
ic government stops being 
something that serves ev-
eryone and becomes some-
thing that only serves the 
powerful.

That’s why defending 
good government matters 
and why speaking up for 
civil servants and bureau-
crats is an act of bravery. 
Making sure democracy de-
livers is not a talking point; 
it’s a matter of self-interest.

These workers are sci-
entists, nurses, inspectors, 
veterans and public ser-
vants who chose stability 
over profit because they be-
lieved in serving the public. 
Attacking them is attacking 
Georgia families and our fu-
ture.

If Trump and Repub-
licans succeed, the con-
sequences ripple outward 
and include weaker public 
health, fewer protections, 
more privatization and a 
public that’s been taught 
not to expect anything from 
democracy at all.

That’s the warning — 
and Georgia is once again 
on the front lines.

Stacey Abrams is a best-
selling author, entrepre-
neur and podcast host.

By STACEY 
ABRAMS

GUEST 
COLUMN
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Black-eyed peas: The history of a humble good luck charm
 Being a Southerner by birth, lineage and residency, I’ve 

eaten a lot of black-eyed peas over the past few days. 
Actually, I’ll partake in this humble food stuff, which is 

really a type of bean and not a pea, any time of year, but 
they are a staple for New Year’s celebrations, along with 
greens and cornbread. They allegedly bring good luck, and 
though I don’t really believe in that sort of thing, I’m not 
letting a Jan. 1 pass by without gobbling up as much as I 
can. 

Remember that board game Hungry, Hungry Hippos? 
The one where you make toy hippopotamuses eat marbles? 
That’s me on New Year’s Day. I always win. You didn’t fin-
ish yours? Dump ‘em on my plate. I’ll take all the help I can 
get for 2026. 

Black-eyed peas also ward off the evil eye, according 
to West African tradition, so just having them around the 
house is a good idea. That’s where the legume originated 
and is still a popular item for marking momentous events. 
They are served during the observances of both births and 
deaths, as well as any other special occasion families and 
friends deem fit to gather.

The vegetable made its way to the United States via the 
slave trade, where they were cultivated in the gardens of 
the captive people, who carried on their traditions. During 

the Civil War, black-eyed peas were left behind by the 
Union soldiers fighting across the South, and they began to 
be served on tables everywhere. The lore behind the food 

grew because folks considered themselves lucky just to 
have something to eat.

Some people say you have to eat exactly 365 black-eyed 
peas at New Year’s, one for each day on the calendar. I’ve 
never counted my servings so accurately and could be 
shorting myself a month or two. I don’t think eating more 
than the required amounts helps, either. There’s no rollover 
credit for 2027. You can also add a penny to the pot while 
cooking for added luck. Whoever finds the coin will be ex-
tra lucky in the new year. Unless they eat it, then they’ll 
possibly kick off January with a doctor bill. Hopefully they 
ate a lot of greens, too, you know, for the ensuing bill. 

It’s kind of like the baby in the king cake. Whoever finds 
the plastic toy while enjoying a slice of brightly colored des-
sert gets a boost of luck. That’s a good backup plan if you 
missed your black-eyed peas this year. Mardi Gras is right 
around the corner. 

Other food -related good luck charms: honey, because it 
brings sweetness to life; grapes and pomegranates, because 
they are round like coins; and long noodles, because the 
longer the noodle, the longer you’ll live. 

I don’t really believe in luck, but I think I’ll try to eat my 
way to prosperity in the coming days. 

Happy New Year.

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY

For a good time call ...

 Thirty years is a long 
time.  For each week of the 
last three decades, it has 
been my serendipitous priv-
ilege to bring you “Pieces 
of Our Past” in this, my 
hometown newspaper.  My 
English teachers in school 
would have laid down big 
bets with long odds that I 
would have never written a 
word that anyone else would 
care or bother to read.

As a young boy, I listened 
to the radio and television 
news, in particular, the cor-
respondents of CBS - Walter 
Cronkite, Charles Kuralt, 
Eric Sevareid, Douglas Ed-
wards, Richard C. Hottelet, 
Robert Trout, Harry Rea-
soner, Charles Collingwood, 
and more.  I was fascinated 
with their voices and their 
words.  I even asked that my 
baby brother Henry’s name 
be “Charles Collingwood 
Thompson.”

Oh, how I wish I had the 
opportunity to be one of 
them now, to tell the sto-
ries of remarkable people in 
our country.  But life came 
along, and I took a differ-
ent course until 1996, when 
Dubose Porter asked me 
to write random snippets 
taken from my first book, 
“Tales of the Emerald City 
and the Land of Laurens.”  
Soon, Dubose asked me to 
write a weekly 1200-plus-
word column. Fearful at 
first that I could never find 
enough material, the mate-
rial came flowing freely as if 
someone had placed it there 
like an Easter egg in a sandy, 

open field.  The stories em-
anated from new books, old 
newspapers, good friends, 
and unimaginable sourc-
es. Divine guidance figured 
in somewhere as well.   So, 
here I am now, still telling 
stories about old and every-
day people, more than 1500 
of them.

Without a solitary shad-
ow of a doubt, my most en-
during inspiration comes 
from the late Charles Ku-
ralt, who took his writer’s 
pad and two-man crew on 
the road to tell us the stories 
of ordinary people in our 
country doing extraordi-
nary things with no hope of 
recognition or reward.

So, as I complete my 
30th year, I beg your leave 
to tell you why I write, writ-
ten partially in the words 
of my writing hero, Charles 
Kuralt.  His words are in-
serted in quotations.  The 
rest, well, they are my own 
- ones which I most likely 
borrowed from someone 
else whom I have heard or 
read. You English majors, 
please pardon my frequent 
instances of poor grammar. 
I write from my soul, not 
from a grammar textbook.

I had superior teach-
ers in Dublin city schools. 
“Good teachers know how 
to bring out the best in stu-
dents. When we become a 
really mature, grown-up, 
wise society, we will put 
teachers at the center of the 
community, where they be-
long. We don't honor them 
enough, we don't pay them 

enough.”
I have learned in my long 

life that history is not simply 
the story of tangible things, 
but the stories of people.  
"The stories are true and 
about people who really live 
in the country.  You learn 
that the country isn't in 
flames and there are people 
in the country besides pol-
iticians, entertainers, and 
criminals.  I think it's nice 
to be reminded of that." 

  I have been blessed 
with a most wonderful and 
wise family, along with a 
seemingly endless force of 
friends. “The love of fam-
ily and the admiration of 
friends is much more im-
portant than wealth and 
privilege. My parents en-
couraged me in everything I 
ever wanted to do.” 

I knew my grandfather 
Scott for only ten years, but 
I do remember that he loved 
to get in his car and just ride 
around looking for that spe-
cial sight somewhere along 
the side of the road.  He told 
me lots of stories, which I 
don't remember. Forgive 
me, as I was only a little boy.

  My parents, Jane and 
Dale,  gave me the gift of lov-
ing all people and the love 
of the history of our past, 
as well as the importance 
of the history of our future.    
My father had more stories 
to tell than there are fish in 
the sea.  I still remember 
most of his jokes.  I repeat 
the clean ones whenever I 
get a chance. He rode me 
by all of the old home plac-

es, the burial grounds, and 
along the old, narrow, dirt 
roads while he told me the 
stories of a time when life 
was fun and good, but often 
tough and  hard.  My moth-
er was my link, my portal to 
my past, riding with me to 
Virginia and to the places 
where her family once lived. 
She wrote many thousands 
of words, but none of them 
were ever published. It is 
from her loving, brilliant 
mind that my words flow.

It was my grandmother, 
Claudie Thompson, who 
passed on the genes of sto-
rytelling from her Braswell 
forefathers.   She kept her 
family tree book beside her 
sofa.  It was from that little, 
green, tattered book that 
I began my search for the 
people who came before me. 

I think she knew every-
one from East Dublin to 
Soperton to Swainsboro to 
Wrightsville and back. She 
had a love for all things 
old, the interesting, and the 
unique.  She saved keep-
sakes, knick-knacks, and 
clipped historical and peo-

ple-related clippings from 
every newspaper she could 
find.

On my writing style, I can 
only say that it comes from 
sixty-nine years of listening. 
“I could tell you which writ-
er's rhythms I am imitating. 
It's not exactly plagiarism; 
it's falling in love with good 
language and trying to imi-
tate it. I believe that writing 
is derivative. I think good 
writing comes from good 
reading. I don't know what 
makes a good feature story. 
I've always assumed that if 
it was a story that interested 
or amused me, that it would 
have the same impact on 
other people.”

Why I write about cer-
tain uncelebrated people 
these days of constant trials 
and tribulations is simple. 
“To read the papers and 
to listen to the news... one 
would think the country 
is in terrible trouble. You 
do not get that impression 
when you travel the back 
roads, and the small towns 
do care about their country 
and wish it well.”

President Harry Truman 
once said, “The only thing 
new in the world is the his-
tory we don’t know.” So, for 
as long as my aging heart 
will keep beating and my 
crooked, narrowing spine 
will keep me walking, I will 
be telling you stories. I will 
keep wandering through 
the pages of our past and 
reporting the deeds of the 
people of our present, with 
my failing eyes focused on 
the future. “Above all else, I 
have learned to love my na-
tive land.”

  So, as I begin my fourth 
decade of writing this col-
umn, I deeply and most 
humbly, thank all of you 
for your kind words of grat-
itude and inspiration.  It is 
for you and for those who 
follow us that I have been 
given the gift of storytell-
ing.  Please remember your 
history. Your family’s his-
tory and the history of your 
community are no less im-
portant than any others.  I 
beg you to study it, learn 
from it, and build a better 
world because of or, more 
importantly, in spite of it.   
Remember this above all, 
that our most important 
history is yet to come. And 
finally, in the words of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, “You too can 
find yourself through the 
service of others,” and The-
odore Roosevelt, who said, 
"No one cares how much 
you know until they know 
how much you care,  and Sir 
Winston Churchill's great-
est maxim, "We make our 
living by what we earn - we 
make our lives by what we 
give.

PIECES OF 
OUR PAST

By SCOTT B. THOMPSON SR.

30 years of sharing our history

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!
Call 272-5522Call 272-5522

 John Jay (1745-1829) 
was born in New York City 
and shortly moved with his 
family to Rye, New York, 
where he grew up.

 He graduated from 
King's College (later Colum-
bia University) in 1764, and 
after reading law was ad-
mitted to the New York bar 
to practice law in his home 
state.

 He helped to get hte U.S. 
Constitution ratified and 
is regarded as one of the 
Founding Fathers of Amer-
ica.

 Jay was an American 
statesman-diplomat of the 
Christian faith. He was a 
member of the First and 
Second Continental Con-
gress and served as pres-
ident of the Continental 
Congress in 1778-1779.

 He, with John Adams 
and Benjamin Franklin, 
helped negotiate and then 
signed the Treaty of Par-
is that ended officially the 
American Revolutionary 
War.

 He also helped write 
America's first military 
manual and later served as 
governor of the State of New 
York, 1795 to 1801.

 President George Wash-
ington appointed Jay as the 
first chief justice of the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court, 
and in 1821, Jay helped 
found and then served as 
President of the American 
Bible Society.

 He was a Christian 

statesman.
 Let's consider a few per-

sonal statements regarding 
his faith.

 In 1824, in his address to 
the members of the Amer-
ican Bible Society, he said 
this: "The Bible (when read 
by people) will inform them 
that our gracious Creator 
has provided for us a Re-
deemer, in whom all na-
tions of the earth shall be 
blessed; that this Redeemer 
has made atonement for the 
sins of the whole world, and 
thereby reconciling the Di-
vine justice with the Divine 
mercy has opened a way for 
our redemption and salva-
tion; and that these ines-
timable benefits are of the 
free gift and grace of God, 
not of our deserving, nor in 
our power to deserve."

 In his last will and testa-
ment, be wrote: 

"Unto Him who is the 
Author and Giver of all 
good, I render sincere and 
humble thanks for His mer-
ciful and unmerited bless-

ings, and especially for our 
redemption and salvation 
by His beloved son."

 As Jay was drawing near 
death on May 17, 1829, he 
was asked if he had any fi-
nal words for his family. His 
short reply was, "They have 
the Book."

 America has a rich spir-
itual heritage as so many 
of our founders and their 
wives were professing and 
practicing Christians.

 We are so blessed to have 
such a godly heritage.

 May God be acknowl-
edged and praised through-
out our land, for He is 
absolutely necessary for 
the health and survival of 
America.

 Our founders laid the 
foundation; let us take care 
how we build upon it.

 Peace!
Writer's note: The above 

quotations from 'America's 
God and Country: Encyclo-
pedia of Quotations, Fame 
Publishers, 1996. 

John Jay: First chief justice of the Supreme court

By JACK
BROWN
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The City of East Dublin will be 

accepting applications for the 

position of a 

State of Georgia certified firefighter.
Must hold a valid GA Drivers’ License along with a

clean driving history. Applicants must be able to pass 

drug screen and physical. Applications may be picked 

up at the Clerk’s Office at the East Dublin City Hall 

from 8:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. Monday Through Friday. 

Deadline on returning application

is Wednesday, January 14, 2026.

Legals

25-596

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

Georgia, Laurens County
All creditors of the Estate of Thad Haynes, 
deceased, late of Laurens County, are 
hereby notified to render in writing their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said Estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned. 
This 12th day of December, 2025.

Gloria Younger Larkins,
Executrix of the Estate of 
Thad Haynes, deceased

c/o J. Jackson Dixon
Smith Dixon Law Group, LLC

205 N. Franklin Street 
Dublin, GA 31021

December 27, 2025, January 3, 10, 17, 

2026.

25-580

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

DAVID WILLIAMS 

DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 25-276 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

NOTICE 

TO:  whom it may concern: 
VICKI WILLIAMS 
has petitioned for to be appointed adminis-
trator(s) of the estate of DAVID WILLIAMS 
deceased, of said county. (The petitioner 
has also applied for waiver of bond, 
waiver of reports, waiver of statements, 
and/or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. All 
objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the Court on 
or before Feb. 2 ,2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola 0. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
DUBLIN, GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

25-583

The Rizzo Law Firm, PLLC

Ballantyne One

15720 Brixham Hill Avenue, suite 300

Charlotte, NC 28277

The undersigned, having qualified as Ad-
ministrator of the Estate of Bobbie Leeann 
Blizzard, deceased, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, does hereby make notification 
to all persons having claims against said 
estate to present them to the undersigned’s 
attorney on or before March 13, 2026, or 
this Notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
All persons indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate payment to the 
undersigned’s attorney.
This 10th day of December, 2025.
Scott J. Rizzo
The Rizzo Law Firm, PLLC
Attorney for Administrator for the Estate of 
Bonnie Leeann Blizzard
15720 Brixham Hill Avenue, Suite 300
Charlotte, NC, 28277
Hailey Blizzard, Administrator for the Estate 
of Bobbie Leeann Blizzard

December 13, 20, 27, 2025, January 3, 

2026

25-582

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF Laurens 

COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA 

In Re: Christopher Alan Kemp 
Civil Action File No. 25-CD-0978-WT 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 

NAME 

GEORGIA, Laurens County 
Notice is hereby given that Christopher Alan 
Kemp, the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia on the 29 day of September, 
2025, praying for a change in the name of 
petitioner from Christopher Alan Kemp to 
Christopher Alan Taylor. Notice is hereby 
given pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court and 
to file objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said Court 
within 30 days of the filing of said petition. 
This 28 day of Oct, 2025.
Christopher Alan Kemp 
Petitioner

December 13, 20, 27, 2025 January 3, 
2026

 

25-575

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

In re the name change of:
Dana Ray Gibbs
Civil Action File No. 25-CD-0965-JG

NOTICE TO PETITION TO CHANGE 

NAME

I, Dana Ray Gibbs, filed a petition in the 
Superior Court of Laurens County, Georgia 
on the day of to change my name from 
Dana Ray Gibbs to Dana Christian Gibbs. 
Any interested party has the right to appear 
in this case and file objections. 
Signed this 4 day of Dec, 2025.
231 Broad Meadow Road
Dublin, GA 31021
478-595-8776

December 13, 20, 27, January 3, 2026.

25-587

State of Georgia 
County of Laurens.

Notice to Debtors and Creditors

 All creditors of the Estate of Mattie 

Manning Thomas, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, deceased, are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the undersigned 
according to law; and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment. 
 This 11th day of December, 2025.
Estate of Mattie Manning Thomas 
Robyn Melanie Thomas, Executor 
2696 Claxton Dairy Road
Dublin, GA 31021   
  

December 20, 27, 2025 January 3, 10, 

2026

25-600

STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF LAURENS 

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF SAID 

STATE AND COUNTY 

IN RE: ESTATE OF DELORES WHIT-

TINGTON 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-

ORS 

All creditors of the estate of DELORES 

WHITTINGTON deceased, late of Laurens 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according 
to law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment to me. 
This 23rd Day of December, 2025 
Emily F. Kight 
Attorney for the Estate of DELORES WHIT-
TINGTON Kight Law, LLC 
P.O. Box 2056 
Dublin, Ga. 31040 

January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

25-597

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

Marsha A. McCurley Buhrmaster 

DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 22-3022 

NOTICE  

IN RE: Petition to Reopen and for Letters of 
Administration with Will Annexed 
TO: Robert Christopher Buhrmaster and 
Jonathan Paul Buhrmaster 
This is to notify you to file objection, if there 
is any, to the above-referenced petition, in 
this Court on or before Feb 2, 
2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 

Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 

CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 

P.O. Box 2098 
Dublin, GA 31040 

478-272-2566 

January 3,10, 17, 24, 2026

25-576

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

UNDER POWER

LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A 

DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 

WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale 
contained in a Security Deed given by Ryan 
D. Griffey to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., (“MERS”) as grantee as  
nominee for Mortgage Research Center, 
LLC D/B/A Veterans United Home Loans 
dated March 9, 2018 and recorded on 
March 9, 2018 in Deed Book 2854, Page 
177, Laurens County, Georgia Records, 
and later assigned to Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC by Assignment of Security Deed re-
corded on December 6, 2021 in Deed Book 
3237, Page 209, Laurens County, Georgia 
Records, conveying the after-described 
property to secure a Note in the original 
principal amount of Ninety Thousand Five 
Hundred And 00/100 Dollars ($90,500.00), 
with interest thereon as set forth therein, 
there will be sold at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the court-
house door of Laurens County, Georgia, 
within the legal hours of sale on January 
6, 2026 the following described property:
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in the 1st Land District, Land Lot 
179 of the City of Dublin, Laurens County, 
Georgia, containing 0.32 acres, more or 
less, being Lot 6, Block A. Section 1, ac-
cording to a plat of survey prepared by Billy 
Flanders & Associates Land Surveyors, 
dated October 1, 1990, records in Deed 
Book 597, Page 04, records of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Laurens County, Georgia; 
said plat being by reference incorporated 
herein for a more accurate description. 
Said tract of land is more particularly de-
scribed as follows: Beginning at a point on 
the Southwesterly margin of Jeffrey Drive, 
500 feet North 37 degrees 57 minutes 44 
seconds West from the intersection of the 
Southwesterly margin of Jeffrey Drive with 
the Northwesterly margin of Springdale 
Road; thence South 46 degrees 14 minutes 
39 seconds West distance of 140 feet to 
an iron pin; thence North 38 degrees 10 
minutes 23 seconds West a distance of 
100.08 feet to an iron pin; thence North 
46 degrees 14 minutes 39 seconds East 
a distance of 140.37 feet to an iron pin on 
the Southwesterly margin of Jeffrey Drive; 
thence South 37 degrees 57 minutes 44 
seconds East a distance of 100.12 feet 
along the Southwesterly margin of Jeffrey 
Drive to an iron pin, the same being the 
point of beginning.
Subject to covenants, restrictions, reserva-
tions, and easements of record.
Said property is further identified by Lau-
rens County Tax Assessor as 1310 Jeffrey 
Drive, Dublin, Georgia, 31021, Map/Parcel: 
D03A/002.
Tax ID #:  D03A 002
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due be-
cause of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner provided 
in the Note and Security Deed.  The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in Secu-
rity Deed and by law, including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to collect attorney’s 
fees having been given).
Nationstar Mortgage LLC can be contact-
ed at 877-888-4606 or by writing to 8950 
Cypress Waters Boulevard, Coppell, TX 
75019, to discuss possible alternatives to 
avoid foreclosure.
Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due 
and payable), any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
To the best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the parties in possession 
of the property is Dawn Michelle Griffey 
or tenant(s); and said property is more 
commonly known as 1310 Jeffry Drive 

aka 1310 Jeffrey Drive aka 1310 Jeffery 

Drive, Dublin, GA 31021.

The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of the security deed.
Nationstar Mortgage LLC as Attorney in 
Fact for Ryan D. Griffey
McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
404-474-7149
MTG File No.: GA2023-02639

December 13, 20, 27 January 3

25-590

State of Georgia
County of Laurens
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, and 
debtors of the Estate of Floyd Martin, 
deceased, you are hereby notified that J. 
David Gay, the duly appointed executor of 
the estate, has petitioned the Probate Court 
of Laurens County, Georgia, for letters of 
dismissal as Executor and that 

he has completed all the business of the 
estate. You are hereby directed to file any 
objections with the Probate Court prior to 
January 16, 2026. 
Please contact J. David Gay at 1701 Rice 
Avenue, Dublin, GA 3102 if you need any 
other information. 
J.  David Gay

December 20, 27, 2025, January 3, 10, 

2026

25-579

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

Georgia, Laurens County.
All creditors of the Estate of Mary Hobbs, 
deceased, late of Laurens County, are 
hereby notified to render in writing their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said Estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
This 4th day of December, 2025.
William Franklin Hobbs, III and Mary Ellen 
Hobbs Ross, Co-Executors of the Estate of 
Mary Hobbs, deceased
c/o Jackson Dixon
Smith Dixon Law Group, LLC
205 N. Franklin Street
Dublin, GA 31021

December 13, 20, 27, 2025 Jan 3, 2026

25-514

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
LAURENS COUNTY
WHEREAS, Tisha McDonald
, as borrower(s), executed a SECURITY 
DEED to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as nominee 
for Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC, 
Lender which was dated 7/22/2016, and 
recorded on 7/22/2016, in Instrument No.: 
, Deed Book 2712, Page 232, securing 
the payment of a Note in the amount of 
$81,645.00 in Laurens County, Georgia 
Register of Deeds.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby giv-
en that the entire indebtedness has been 
declared due and payable as provided in 
said Security Deed by the Holder, and by 
virtue of the power of sale and authority 
vested in it, will on 1/6/2026 sell at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash Before 
the Courthouse door of the Laurens County 
Courthouse, 101 N Jefferson Street, Duplin, 
Georgia 31040 of Laurens,  the following 
described property situated in Laurens 
County, Georgia, to wit:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
LYING AND BEING IN THE CITY OF DUB-
LIN, LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA, BE-
ING LOT 3 OF A REARRANGEMENT OF 
BLOCK “C” OF GARDENDALE ESTATES 
SUBDIVISION AND FORMERLY PARTS 
OF LOTS 2 AND 3 OF BLOCK “C” OF SAID 
SUBDIVISION BEING RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 184, IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF LAURENS SUPERI-
OR COURT. THE PROPERTY HEREIN 
CONVEYED IS MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT AN IRON PIN THAT IS 
LOCATED ON THE SOUTH MARGIN OF 
CAMELLIA DRIVE 120 FEET WEST OF 
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
INTERSECTION OF CAMELLIA DRIVE 
AND LANCASTER STREET; THENCE 
RUNNING ALONG THE SOUTH MARGIN 
OF CAMELLIA DRIVE IN A WESTERLY 
DIRECTION 100 FEET TO AN IRON PIN 
THENCE IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION 
112.83 FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE 
IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION 100 FEET 
TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE IN A NORTH-
ERLY DIRECTION 118.66 FEET BACK 
TO THE SOUTH MARGIN OF CAMELLIA 
DRIVE AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
SAID PROPERTY IS IMPROVED BY 
A RESIDENCE KNOWN AS 1502 CA-
MELLIA DRIVE, IS SHOWN ON A PLAT 
PREPARED BY J.D. CLOVER, SURVEY-
OR, DATED NOVEMBER 1, 1966, AND 
RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 246, PAGE 
477, IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
OF LAURENS SUPERIOR COURT, AND 
SAID PLAT AND THE RECORD THEREOF 
ARE BY REFERENCE INCORPORATED 
HEREIN AND MADE A PART OF THIS 
DESCRIPTION.
SAID PROPERTY IS FURTHER IDENTI-
FIED BY THE LAURENS COUNTY TAX 
ASSESSOR AS 1502 CAMELLIA DRIVE, 
DUBLIN, GA 31021, MAP/PARCEL: 
D10F/187
SUBJECT TO COVENANTS, RESTRIC-
TIONS AND EASEMENTS OF RECORD.
Tax Parcel ID: D10F-187
Being real property commonly known as 
1502 CAMELLIA DR DUBLIN, GA 31021

The debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of paying the 
debt and all expenses of this sale including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given).

Said sale will be made subject to the 
following items which may affect the title 
to said property: All restrictive covenants, 
easements and rights-of-way appearing 
of record, if any; all zoning ordinances; 
matters which would be disclosed by an 
accurate survey or by an inspection of the 
property; all outstanding or unpaid bills 
and assessments for street improvements, 
curbing, garbage, water, sewage and 
public utilities which may be liens upon 
said property; and any outstanding taxes, 
assessments and other liens superior to the 
security deed being foreclosed hereby.  To 
the best knowledge and belief of the under-
signed, the above-described property is in 
the possession of the borrower and/or other 
persons with the consent and acquiescence 
of the borrower.
Except to the extent that the Holder may 
bind and obligate Mortgagors to warrant 
title to the Property under the terms of the 
Security Deed, conveyance of the Property 
shall be made without any representations 
or warranties whatsoever, express or 
implied.  All sales are “as is”, “where is’.
The entire purchase price is due and pay-
able at the conclusion of the auction in the 
form of certified funds.  Insufficient funds 
will not be accepted.  Amounts received in 
excess of the winning bid will be refunded 
to the successful purchaser.  This property 
is being sold with express reservation that 
the sale is subject to confirmation by lender 
or Substitute Trustee.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, the 
name, address and telephone number of 
the person or entity who shall have full 
authority to negotiate, amend, or modify 
all terms of the above-described mortgage 
is as follows: 
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC, 
1600 South Douglass Road, Suite 200-A 
Anaheim, CA 92806, Telephone No.: 800-
561-4567

 The foregoing notwithstanding, nothing 
in O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2 shall be con-
strued to require Carrington Mortgage Ser-
vices, LLC to negotiate, amend, or modify 
the terms of the Security Deed described 
herein.

Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC as 
Attorney in Fact for Tisha McDonald

Attorney Contact:
Miller, George & Suggs, PLLC
3000 Langford Road, Building 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Phone: 404-793-1447
Fax: 404-738-1558

TS # 25-34150

THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

October 25, November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 
December 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025 January 

3, 2026

25-588

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF LAURENS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-

ORS

All Creditors of the Estate of Betty Ander-

son Williams., deceased, late of Laurens 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebt-
ed to said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to the undersigned 
Administrator. 
This 11th day of December, 2025.
LaNessia Rache Miller,

Administrator of the Estate of Betty 

Anderson Williams

Harold D. McLendon Jr. 
Attorney for Estate 
P.O. Box 2003
Dublin, Georgia 31040

December 20, 27, 2025, January 3, 10, 

2026

25-598

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAURENS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

VIVIAN R. WATERS, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 25-75 

NOTICE 

TO: This is to notify you to file an objection, 
if there is any, to the above-referenced peti-
tion, in this Court on or before Feb 2, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file as 
an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 

Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 

By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 

PO BOX 2098 Dublin GA 31040
478-272-2566 

January 3, 2026

25-578

TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

OFFICE OF JACKIE H. DALTON

CLERK SUPERIOR COURT

LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA

PERSONALLY APPEARED THE UNDER-

SIGNED WHO ON OATH DEPOSES AND 

SAYS THAT:

Jason Lody

Eventus Education, LLC

and 10565 Fair fax Blvd, Suite 200, Fair-

fax, VA 22030, USA

IS/ARE DONG BUSINESS IN LAURENS 

COUNTY, GEORGIA UNDER THE NAME 

OF:

TRADE NAME: Dublin Academy

ADDRESS: 905 Claxton Dairy Road

Dublin, GA 31021

AND THAT THE NATURE OF THE BUSI-

NESS TO BE CARRIED ON IS:

Child Care

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE 

ME THIS 5 DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2025.

Alejandra Ayala

December 13, 20, 27, 2025 January 3, 

2026

25-594

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF LAURENS

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

 Under and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained with that certain Security Deed 
dated October 2, 2002, from Iva Jean Lat-
timore  and Marcia Lattimore  to Mortgage 
Electronic Registrations Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Taylor, Bean & Whitaker 
Mortgage Corp, recorded on October 
8, 2002 in Deed Book 1339 at Page 98 
Laurens County, Georgia records, having 
been last sold, assigned, transferred and 
conveyed to Nationstar Mortgage LLC by 
Assignment and said Security Deed having 
been given to secure a note dated October 
2, 2002, in the amount of $71,600.00 said 
note being modified by Loan Modification 
agreement and recorded on October 7, 
2014 in OR Book 2567 OR Page 8 in the 
real property records of Laurens County, 
Georgia, and said Note being in default, the 
undersigned will sell at public outcry during 
the legal hours of sale before the door of the 
courthouse of Laurens County, Georgia, on 
February 3, 2026 the following described 
real property (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Property”):
ALL THAT TRACT OF LAND IN LAND LOT 
48 OF THE SECOND LAND DISTRICT 
OF LAURENS  COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
CONTAINING 1.11 ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS, AND BEING PART OF LOT 11 AND 
PART OF LOT 12 OF TOWSON PLACE 
SUBDIVISION AND BEING SHOWN 
ON A PLAT OF SURVEY BY  LARRY 
C. JONES, LAND SURVEYOR, DATED 
MARCH 18, 1998 AND RECORDED IN 
DEED BOOK 1032,  PAGE 120, LAURENS 
COUNTY RECORDS, WHICH PLAT IS BY 
THIS REFERENCE INCORPORATED. 
SAID LOT FRONTS 100 FEET ON THE 
NORTHEASTERLY MARGIN OF TOW-
SON DRIVE. THE ABOVE PROPERTY IS 
CONVEYED SUBJECT TO PROTECTIVE 
COVENANTS FOR TOWSON PLACE, 
DATED DECEMBER 1, 1995, AND RE-
CORDED IN DEED BOOK 834, PAGE 
274, LAURENS 
COUNTY RECORDS, WHICH COVE-
NANTS ARE BY THIS REFERENCE 
INCORPORATED.
The debt secured by the Security Deed 
and evidenced by the Note and has been, 
and is hereby, declared due and payable 
because of, among other possible events 
of default, failure to make the payments 
as required by the terms of the Note.  The 
debt remaining is in default and this sale 
will be made for the purposes of paying 
the Security Deed, accrued interest, and all 
expenses of the sale, including attorneys’ 
fees.  Notice of intention to collect attorneys’ 
fees has been given as provided by law.  To 
the best of the undersigned’s knowledge, 
the person(s) in possession of the proper-
ty is/are Iva Jean Lattimore  and Marcia 
Lattimore .  The property, being commonly 
known as 1045 Towson Dr, Montrose, GA, 
31065 in Laurens County, will be sold as the 
property of Iva Jean Lattimore  and Marcia 
Lattimore , subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes which are 
a lien and not yet due and payable), any 
matters affecting title to the property which 
would be disclosed by accurate survey and 
inspection thereof, and all assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, restrictions, cove-
nants, and matters of record to the Security 
Deed. Pursuant to O.C.G.A.§ 44-14-162.2, 
the name, address and telephone number 
of the individual or entity who shall have the 
full authority to negotiate, amend or modify 
all terms of the above described mortgage 
is as follows: Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper, 8950 Cypress Waters 
Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019, 888-480-2432 
.  The foregoing notwithstanding, nothing 
in O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2 shall require 
the secured creditor to negotiate, amend 

 Why hasn’t the NAACP 
investigate IGA - it is simply 
a thinly disguised segregat-
ed school to pull kids away 
from the county and trinity. 
With a few minorities stu-
dents added.

 My heart hurts for the 
staff in Dublin City being 
affected by a crooked su-
per and incompetent board 
members. The teachers are 
not at fault and yet they are 
suffering.

 You know why Chad 
McDaniels and vocal board 
members were trying to 
convince you a tax increase 
was needed? Because it was 
about to hit the fan and they 
were out of money to move 
around. So wrong.

 
I just wonder why The 

Courier Herald doesn’t give 
us news on what’s going on 
in the (other parts) of Geor-
gia. I talked to a friend in 
New Jersey and they told me 
that a farmer in Georgia lost 
all of his chickens because 
of the virus. They are paying 
$7 or even $11 for a dozen 
eggs. Can’t the Tell It! keep 
up with everything going on 
instead of having to keep up 
with it from people in New 
Jersey. 

Editor's note: The Cou-
rier Herald feature stories 
from the area and sur-
rounding counties. Our 
statewide news is from the 
Capitol Beat News Service. 

 Was wondering why 
the Christmas banners 
downtown were orange and 
green instead of red and 
green? Just wondering?

 
 Stacey Abrams' arti-

cles have a lot of interest-
ing information in them. The 
information is accurate and 
the truth. Unfortunately, 
we have a lot of people who 
don’t want to hear the truth 
or information. We need 
some kind of medical atten-
tion here in Georgia so that 
people who need healthcare 
who can get it. It’s sad that 
people are passing away be-
cause they cannot get health 
insurance.

 It would be interest-
ing to know if the Dublin 
City Schools received an ad-
vanced for November and 
December in order to meet 
their expenditures. 

or modify the terms of the mortgage instru-
ment. The sale will be conducted subject (1) 
to confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under U.S. Bankruptcy code 
and (2) to final confirmation and audit of 
the status of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed.  
Albertelli Law
Attorney for Nationstar Mortgage LLC as 
Attorney in Fact for Iva Jean Lattimore  and 
Marcia Lattimore 
100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1000
Atlanta, GA  30339
Phone:  (770) 373-4242
THIS FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
- 25-011799

December 27, 2025, January 3, 10, 17, 

24, 31, 2026

25-581

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
IN RE: ESTATE OF EVA L. MAYWEATHER 

DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 23-49 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION 

NOTICE 

TO: Frank Mitchell, Delvonta Mitchell 
and to whom it may concern: 
MARGARET MITCHELL 
has petitioned for to be appointed ad-
ministrator(s) of the estate of EVA L. 
MAYWEATHER deceased, of said county. 
(The petitioner has also applied for waiv-
er of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with the 
Court on or before Feb. 2 
2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
7393 Hodgson Memorial Dr. DUBLIN, GA 
31040 
Suite 202 
Savannah, GA 31406 
912-352-3999 

January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

25-599

NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the official Code of Georgia 
Annotated Section 10-4-210 there will be  
a public sale at Little House Self  Stor-
age,1854 Marion Street Dublin, on Wednes-
day, January 7, 2026  beginning at 10:00 
A.M. The proceeds of said sale will be used 
first to satisfy the storage fee and expenses 
of the auction. Any other proceeds will be 
used to satisfy such creditors as present 
their claims in advance of sale.
#46 Rhonda Wells 
#113 Hans Cone 

December 27, 2025, January 3, 2026

25-603

NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the Official Code of Geor-
gia, Annotated Section 10-4-210, et 
seq., there will be a public sale by 
Curry Management Corporation on 
January 20, 2026, starting at Stor-
ageAuctions.com. The proceeds of 
said sale will be used to first satisfy 
the storage fee and other expenses 
of the auction. Any other proceeds will 
be used to satisfy such creditors as 
present their claims in advance of sale.
SPACE Skykiera Lewis Kellam Road 

C11
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

SPACE Jasmina Taylor Kellam Road 
D5 

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Melinda Brown Kellam Road 

F1
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

SPACE Joe Wells Market Square 
AAA19

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Yamekia Brown Market 

Square AAA2
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

SPACE Johnard McLendon Market 
Square C12

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
January 3, 10, 2026

25-604

NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the Official Code of Geor-
gia, Annotated Section 10-4-210, et 
seq., there will be a public sale by 
Curry Management Corporation on 
January 20, 2026, starting at Stor-
ageAuctions.com. The proceeds of 
said sale will be used to first satisfy 
the storage fee and other expenses 
of the auction. Any other proceeds will 
be used to satisfy such creditors as 
present their claims in advance of sale.
SPACE Barbara Sherman Claxton 

Dairy A14
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

SPACE Altanese Thomas Claxton 
Dairy A15

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Marcia Hall Claxton Dairy B11

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Shawanna Guyton Claxton 

Dairy C16
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com

SPACE Anshunette Pruitt Claxton 
Dairy D3

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Charlotte Dolfi Claxton Dairy 

F18
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

SPACE Hope Gregory Claxton Dairy 
F4

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Ilean May Claxton Dairy H2

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Fannie Hughes Claxton 

Dairy H8
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

SPACE Robert Wilder Hillcrest 18
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

SPACE Marcus Knuckles Claxton 
Dairy I-23

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
January 3, 10, 2026

TELL IT
Continued on page 7
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We don’t knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or 
intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national origin, handicap or 
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 12/28/25

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today!  1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening 

to schedule your screening. 
Special offer – 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer – up 
to 50% off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 1-833-
781-0206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A 
small amount of water can lead to 
major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
If you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, call 24/7:  
1-833-871-2090. Have zip code of 
service location ready when you 
call! 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:  
Reliable & experienced. 
Competitive rates.  From simple 
household problems to installing 
a brand new electrical system, we 
can take care of it all! Call now 
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you call! 1-833-
399-6566 

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
today schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602 

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT 
YOUR HOME from pests safely 
and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders 
and other pests. Locally owned 
and affordable. Call for service or 
an inspection today! 1-833-406-
0231  Have zip code of property 
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 
60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect 
your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America’s Number One 
Awning! Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up 
to 10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337 

MISCELLANEOUS

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop 
Creditor Harassment, Collection 
Calls, Repossession and Legal 
Actions! Speak to a Professional 
Attorney and Get the Help You 
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE 
PAYMENTS?  Threatened with 
foreclosure?  Denied a loan 
modification? Let us help! Call the 
Homeowner Relief Line to speak 
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
866-411-5215

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 

BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or 
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed 
and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a 
free, instant price quote on your 
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.  
Your donation helps fund the 
search for missing children and 
preventing abduction. Accepting 
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not Maximum 
Tax Donation – Call (888) 515-3813

TV/INTERNET 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! 
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY 
SERVICE with coupon 42522! 
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. 1-833-641-6792

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

Dublin Police 
Department

 – Jamal Lowe, 26, was 
charged with disorderly 
conduct at the South Jef-
ferson Street Apartments 
on South Jeff erson Street 
around 12:55 a.m. on Dec. 7.

 Police responded to the 
location in reference to a re-
port of a person attempting 
to kick in a door. 

An offi  cer made contact 
with the complainant who 
said her brother was at-
tempting to forcibly enter 
her residence by kicking the 
door. While speaking with 
the woman, the offi  cer heard 
loud banging noises coming 
from the rear of the apart-
ment.

 The offi  cer proceeded to 
the back of the residence, 
along with two additional 
responding offi  cers, where 
they were able to make con-
tact with a man who was 
actively attempting to kick 
in the rear window of the 
apartment. 

The man, identifi ed as 
Lowe, was placed under ar-
rest and transported to the 

sheriff ’s offi  ce.
 - On Dec. 11, around 

12:49 p.m., an offi  cer re-
sponded to Dewey Street in 
reference to a person mak-
ing threats and possibly pos-
sessing a handgun.

 An investigation led to 
James Antwon Woods, 40, 
being charged with terroris-
tic threats and acts. 

He was transported to 
the sheriff ’s offi  ce and re-
leased to the jail staff  for 
booking.

 - Barnoski Bernard 
Bloodsaw, 41, was charged 
with obstruction of law en-
forcement offi  cers around 
12:08 a.m. on Dec. 11 on 
Penn Avenue.

 Law enforcement re-
sponded to the location 
regarding an individual at-
tempting to gain entry to a 
residence. Offi  cers arrived 
and arrested Bloodsaw who 
was seen in the front yard. 
They asked him his name 
and he told them to ask the 
woman. An offi  cer asked 
him multiple times but 
Bloodsaw refused to say his 
name. 

 The woman gave police 
Bloodsaw’s name. The man 
said that he and the woman 
were upset with each other 
and she did not let him back 
inside. The woman did not 
want him at the residence 
due to his level of intoxica-
tion and behavior.

 The man was transport-
ed to the sheriff ’s offi  ce and 
booked by the jail staff .

 - On Dec. 8, around 7:48 
p.m., an offi  cer observed a 
silver 2016 Nissan Altima 
traveling on Hillcrest Park-
way with no driver’s side 
mirror. The offi  cer pulled 
the vehicle over at the inter-
section of Hillcrest Parkway 
and Brookhaven Drive.

 The driver, identifi ed as 
Anthony Haas, 38, told the 
offi  cer that he did not have 
a valid driver’s license. All 

of the occupants in the ve-
hicle were requested to exit. 
It was discovered that Haas 
was on active probation with 
a fourth amendment waiv-
er. An offi  cer searched both 
Haas and his vehicle, but no 
contraband was found. 

 Haas’ vehicle was turned 
over to a licensed driver. 
Haas was transported to the 
police department where he 
was fi ngerprinted and cited. 
Haas was released without 
further incident after sign-
ing and receiving a cop of 
his citation. 

 - Ivory Shaheed Tah-
Mont Williams, 24, was 
charged with driving while 
license suspended or re-
voked at the intersection 
of Hillcrest Parkway and 
Haynes Point Drive on Dec. 
8. An offi  cer made a traffi  c 

stop on a white Nissan Sen-
tra regarding a seat belt vio-
lation.

 The offi  cer made contact 
with the driver, Williams. 
His license came back as 
suspended for failure to ap-
pear.

 Williams was arrested 
and transported to the po-
lice department where he 
was fi ngerprinted and re-
leased on summons.

Laurens County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce

– Ruthven Thorance 
Gibbs, 71, of Savannah was 
charged with DUI on I-16 
at mile marker 44 around 
3 p.m. on Dec. 20. A depu-
ty made a traffi  c stop on a 
black Toyota Highlander for 
speeding.

 - Deputies responded to 
Pinecone Trail in reference 
to a theft around 5:45 p.m. 
on Dec. 18. They returned a 
second time in reference to a 
battery.

 - A vehicle was dam-
aged on Claxton Dairy Road 
around 3:26 a.m. on Dec. 18.

 - On Dec. 12, a deputy 
made a traffi  c stop on a sil-

ver Nissan Altima for de-
fective equipment on 441 
Bypass around 8:38 a.m. An 
investigation led to Kristin 
Nicole Williams, 45, of East 
Dublin, being charged with 
possession of methamphet-
amine.

 - A burglary occurred on 
North Line Street in Dexter 
around 12:49 a.m. on Dec. 
22.

 - On Sunday, Dec. 21 
around 1:41 a.m., a deputy 
responded to Isaac Watkins 
Road for a 911 hang up call.

 Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record 
and was taken from reports 
of local law enforcement 
agencies. These reports do 
not refl ect guilt or inno-
cence. An "arrest" does not 
always indicate incarcera-
tion. Readers are cautioned 
that people may have simi-
lar names. Police Beat does 
not identify minor children, 
victims of sexual assault, 
suicide attempts or medical 
conditions. Cases dismissed 
do not appear if the news-
paper is notifi ed before 
deadline.

POLICE BEAT...

 Complaint for di-
vorce: Amelia Beaver 
v. Chad Beaver; Tammy 
Hackle v. Ronnie Hackle; 
Kathyrn Knight v Justin 
Knight:

 Complaint for legiti-
mation: Frederick Ray v. 
Daisy Brown

Divorce: Devon F. 
Mitchell v. Michelle J. 
Mitchell

Complaint for 
change of custody: Er-
nest Hall v. Beverly Coady

Divorce, ex parte re-
lief & appt. guardian 
ad litem: Kathryn Dally v. 
David Dally

 Contract: Bankers 

Healthcare Group LLC v. 
Kenneth Darley; Truist 
Bank v. Victoria Keen; Op-
portunity Financial LLC 
v. Jimmy White; Barclays 
Bank Delaware v. Deborah 
Rudd; Jon McCormick Au-
tomotive LLC v. Joe Maus 
Dublin CDJR LLC; Wells 
Fargo Bank v. Darrin Wig-
gins; Bank of America v. 
Ashley Young; LVNV Fund-
ing v. Preston Moss; Glob-
al Lending Services LLC v. 
Rachel & Jeff rey Tomberlin

Complaint against 
contractor: Heating & Air 
Conditioning Services Inc. 
v. Dreamworks Residential 
Builders Jorge & Eileen Or-
tega

Affi  davit of continu-
ing garnishment: Cal-

vary v. William Lanigan & 
Ducts Unlimited Inc.; Re-
public Finance v. Christy 
Smith & Friendly Gus Trav-
el Center & Truck Stop; 
LVNV Funding v. Matthew 
Hobbs & Complete Site-
work Services

 Security deeds: Ethan 
Thomas Hart to Georgia 
First Bank; Sheila Daniel 
Mullis v. Bank of Dudley; 
Keshia L. McRae to Colony 
Bank; Eric William Brandt 
to Crosscountry Mortgage 
LLC; Michael Perry to Rob-
ins Financial Credit Union; 
Diamond Aviation LLC to 
United Community Bank; 
Jacob Lanier Howell, Clar-
issa Noel Howell to Bank of 
Dudley; Gisela Gwinnette 
Cordy to Rocket Mortgage 
LLC; Mathew Mallette, Ra-

chel Mallette to Farmers 
State Bank; Joey D. Smith 
to First Laurens Bank; Tra-
cy B. Castellaw, Steve C. 
Castellaw to Morris Bank; 
Leonard Davis to Bank of 
Dudley; Jonathan McEl-
haney to Sim Davidson, 
sheriff  of Telfair County, 
Georgia; Wesley Balleng-
er Smith, Britney Ward 
to Georgia First Bank (2); 
Kailey Elizabeth Perkins to 
Citizens Bank of Laurens 
County; Danny Allen Gil-
ileo, Christiana Danielle 
Gilileo to Bank of Dudley; 
Jakita M. Luten, Jack Luten 
to Alcova Mortgage LLC

Warranty deeds: Eu-
genia Daniel Phillips to 
Sheila Daniel Mullis; Wil-
lie R. Warnock, Amanda 
D. Warnock to Keisha L. 

McRae; Jason Farrell Nich-
ols, Ashley Elizabeth Nich-
ols to Eric William Brandt; 
Kara Lynn Barnes, Camer-
on O'Neal Barnes to Paul 
Simonton, Patricia Simon-
ton; Nichol E. Upshaw to 
Russell E. Ferris, Lorretta 
Ferris; WSH Properties 
LLC to First Baptist Church 
of Dudley, Georgia Inc.; 
Jacob Lanier Howell to Ja-
cob Lanier Howell, Claris-
sa Noel Howell; Sally Vera 
Capes, Joshua Ray Capes; 
Bradley Shane Smith, aka 
Bradley Smith, Maranda 
Smith to Golden Farm LLC; 
Joanne C. Shiver to George 
H. Gornto (2); Mildred 
Dunn to Gisela Gwinnette 
Cordy; Edward B. Martin 
Jr., John A. Martin to Joey 
D. Smith; Coleman Bradley 
Kimbro to Coleman Bradley 

Kimbro, Teresa Ann Kim-
bro; Coleman Bradley Kim-
bro, Teresa Ann Kimbro to 
Nathan Kennison; Justin 
Stewart Construction LLC 
to Kenneth Thomas, Lau-
rie Thomas; Bentco LLC to 
UNC Properties LLC; Bran-
di Nicole Mimbs to Mar-
shall Ricky Mimbs, Nancy 
Kavanaugh Mimbs; Hughie 
Dillon Douglas, aka Dillon 
H. Douglas, Mollie Brant-
ley Douglas to Wesley Bal-
lenger Smith, Britney Ward 
Smith; Samuel S. Jarrell 
to Betty J. Levasseur; C&C 
Better Living LLC to Robert 
C. Lewis; Jason Kelly Thig-
pen, Amy Dale Thigpen to 
Danny Allen Gilileo, Chris-
tiana Danielle Gilileo; WJH 
LLC to Jakita M. Luten, 
Jack Luten

FROM THE RECORD

 Free Vision Deliverance 
Outreach Ministry, 540 
Charles W. Manning Sr. 
Way, will hold a service to 
bring in the New Year at 10 
p.m. on Dec. 31. The theme 
will be The Swift Shift. 

Wabash Church of God 
will hold a watch night ser-
vice at 10:30 p.m. Wednes-
day. Whosoever will, let 
them come!

The Mount Tilla Baptist 
Church family will be hav-
ing a New Year Eve service 

at 5 p.m. on Dec. 31. The 
theme is A divine reset: 
Firmly fi xed in 2026 - 1st 
Peter 5:10. Everyone is wel-
comed. 

The House of Refuge 
Ministries International, 
149 Central Dr., invites ev-
eryone to its New Year’s Eve 
service on Wednesday, Dec. 
31 at 10:30 p.m.

The First Rehoboth Bap-
tist Association of Mon-
trose will have a worship 
service on Jan. 4 at 3 p.m. 

Vice moderator Rev. Eric 
Carswell and Upper Mount 
Zion Baptist Church of Jef-
fersonville will lead the ser-
vice. Everyone is invited. 

 Religion Digest is for 
special services and events 
at our local churches. Please 
send in announcements to 
tchnewsreporter@gmail.
com by 9 a.m. every Thurs-
day to appear in the up-
coming Saturday edition of 
The Courier Herald.

 The Dublin City Council 
will meet at 4:30 p.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 2, 2026 at Hen-
ry “Bud” Hicks Jr. at Me-
morial Chamber at city hall. 
There will be no pre-council 
for this meeting. The agen-
da follows:

 - Call to order
 - Invocation and Pledge 

to Flag
 - Approval of Dec. 11, 

2025 city council meeting 
minutes

 - Approval of bills over 
$15,000

 - Approval of purchases 
over $15,000

 - Appointment of the city 
attorney

 - Administration of the 
oath of offi  ce of the city at-
torney

 - Administration of the 
oath of offi  ce of the at large 
council members

 - Election of the mayor 
pro tempore

 - Election of the chair-
man of council

 - Appointment of the of-
fi cial gazette

 - Discussion and action 
on board appointments

 - Discussion and action 
on resolution #26-01 for an 
easement to Morris Bank to 
locate a natural gas genera-
tor

 - Citizens comments
 - Council comments
 - Executive session if 

needed to discuss real es-
tate, pending litigation or 
personnel

 - Adjournment

NEWS DIGEST

RELIGION DIGEST

The joke that is going
on about the Dublin City 
School fi asco will not come to 
an end as long as the school 
is operating under the Dub-
lin City School board and 
the Dublin City government. 
I blame the government just 
as bad as I do the school sys-
tem for letting this go on. 
They need to implement an 
injunction and appoint new 
board members and relieve 
those people of their duties 
immediately.

 As the Bible says: The 
sins of the father are not 
the sins of the child. In this 
scenario, the father being 
Board of Education and the 

child being the taxpayers! 
But we are being punished 
for their sins like a whipping 
boy for the king and the es-
cape goat sent out of the city. 
We are the goat, carrying the 
Board of Education’s sins on 
our back.

 I don’t know about
you all, but it seems to me 
that the GBI was called in 
quicker for the church ver-
sus the young lady over a 
much smaller amount. 

Watch out for two 
boys with rakes that go to 
people's houses in the Bel-
levue Road area. I saw them 
recently. They came to my 
house last year and robbed 
me.

We need a new school
in this community and I am 
excited about the proposed 
middle school preparatory 
academy that was just an-
nounced! I attended the info 
session earlier and it was 
great info!

 Consolidation works 
best when citizens are invit-
ed in early. Show clear cost 
savings, better services and 
shared goals, and start with 
viewing our neighboring 
Bibb county that has clear 
results.

 Contact your county 
commissioner to get fair 
government in the works 
with consolidation. Consol-
idation in 2026 is a must. 

TELL IT
Continued from page 6

 Every time a new ar-
ticle comes out about Dub-
lin City, it is just more em-

barrassing. They knew last 
January there was a defi cit 
but yet said they were bet-

ter than they had ever been. 
Straight up lies!



THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 8, 2025

ACROSS
1 Pig’s enclosure
4 More despicable
9 Plays 18 holes

14 Pitcher’s stat: 
Abbr.

15 Cynthia of 
“Harriet”

16 Currency in India
17 Bruce 

Springsteen’s 
state: 2 wds.

19 Perspective
20 Pavarotti, e.g.
21 Extremists
23 Includes secretly 

on an email: 
Abbr.

26 Queue
27 __ the cuff
30 Postmortem 

exam
32 Sound booster
35 “Push It” group
37 “Dark Lady” 

singer
38 Hint
39 Magic incantation
41 Protagonist
42 Largest continent
43 Einsteins
45 Traffic stopper
46 Wondrous event
48 Artificial coloring
49 Puerto __
50 Line from Caesar: 

2 wds.
52 Cupboards
56 Immature insect
60 Up in the sky
61 October 31 

holiday
64 Not fresh
65 Walter __ Disney
66 Great noise
67 Carried along
68 Oboe inserts
69 “That’s __ I 

haven’t heard”

DOWN
1 Mailed
2 Family diagram
3 Exhibit sleepiness
4 Budweiser 

holder: 2 wds.
5 Flight info: Abbr.

6 Sibling’s 
nickname

7 “Never have I __”
8 King’s residence: 

2 wds.
9 Unclear, like old 

photos
10 1/16 of a pound
11 Lydia Ko’s group: 

Abbr.
12 Took a spill
13 Looks at
18 Profession
22 Smack-talk
24 Bra parts
25 Blended-family 

sibling
27 Movie award
28 Not true
29 Flowing easily
31 Verdi work
32 Coming up
33 Show no __
34 Non-poetic writing
36 Pekoe, e.g.
37 Tai __
40 Light melody
44 Bottom-line 

deficit: 2 wds.

46 Made coins
47 Frozen water
49 Hunter’s gun
51 Detroit union: 

Abbr.
52 Group of actors
53 Voice part above 

20-Across
54 Small ship

55 Discount event
57 Make over
58 Kind of blood 

vessel
59 Heche or 

Hathaway
62 Commit  

perjury
63 Young boy

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Created by Stella Zawistowski 9/8/25

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

9/8/25
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Saturday, Janaury 3, 2026

WITH BOB JONES

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ

Q 1 - Neither vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

♠ A Q 10 9 ♥ ♥ 8 2 ♦ ♦ A K Q 2 ♣ 10 8 5

Right-hand opponent opens 1C. 
What call would you make?

Q 2 - North-South vulnerable, as 
South, you hold:

♠ 9 8 7 ♥ ♥ K J 6 4 ♦ ♦ 9 8 6 5 ♣ J 9

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1♠ 2♦♦ 3♦♦* ?
*Spade raise, at least invitational 
values

What call would you make?

Q 3 - East-West vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

♠ 7 5 ♥ ♥ A Q J 8 7 4 3 ♦ ♦ A Q ♣ A 2

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1♥♥ Pass 1NT Pass
?
What call would you make?

Q 4 - Both vulnerable, as South, you 
hold:

♠ 6 3 ♥ ♥ 8 6 5 3 ♦ ♦ A 8 7 ♣ J 8 7 4

Partner opens 1S and right-hand 
opponent passes. What call would 
you make?

Q 5 - North-South vulnerable, as 
South, you hold:

♠ A K 8 6 ♥ ♥ Q 9 3 ♦ ♦ K 10 7 5 ♣ 5 2

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1♠ 2♠* Pass ?
*Hearts and a minor, at least 5-5

What call would you make?

Q 6 - East-West vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

♠ A J 9 5 4 ♥ ♥ 7 6 2 ♦ ♦ Q J 4 ♣ Q 7

Right-hand opponent opens 1C. 
What call would you make?

Look for answers on Monday.

(Bob Jones welcomes readers’ 
responses sent in care of this 
newspaper or to Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC., 16650 Westgrove 
Dr., Suite 175, Addison, TX 75001.)

GOREN BRIDGE

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEVE  PASTIS

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY CHIP DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

 

   
DEAR ABBY: A co-work-

er, "Erin," has been allowed 
to work from home since 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
while the rest of us came 
back to the office. We func-
tion alongside each other 
much like a small family. 
We have no drama, no office 
politics and an overall great 
atmosphere. Erin's absence 
has caused a strain on our 
team and has fueled resent-
ment. Many feel it's unfair, 
although these feelings have 
not been shared with Erin. 

 It so happens that Erin 
has accepted a new job and 
hasn't told our boss because 
she's worried about how 
the boss will react. When I 
found out, I did tell the boss 
even though Erin told me 
not to. So now I am caught 
in the snare of my own lit-
tle trap of deceit. Advice? 
-- TANGLED WEB IN NEW 
MEXICO

 DEAR TANGLED WEB: 
I'm sorry you didn't mention 
what the benefit structure is 
at your company. Erin took 
a job on the Q.T. while still 
on your boss's payroll. In 
the state where I live (Cali-
fornia), that would be a rea-
son to fire her. I do not re-
gard enlightening your boss 
about what Erin did as de-
ceitful. I think what you did 
was the right thing to do and 
loyal to the company.

     
   

 DEAR ABBY: I'm near-
ly 70, and suddenly I'm re-
membering things from the 
past that I haven't thought 
about in years -- mostly con-
versations in which I wish I 
had responded differently. 
(I've never been really quick 
about responding to things.) 
Now they keep popping up, 
and I can't seem to stop 
thinking about what I wish 
I had said. I don't know 
why this is happening or 
how to stop it. Any advice? 
-- MEMORY-RIDDEN IN 
MICHIGAN

 DEAR MEMORY-RID-
DEN: If this is how you are 
spending your leisure time, 
you may have too much of 
it on your hands. When this 
happens, try to redirect your 
thoughts to something else. 
Then remind yourself that 
none of us can change the 
past, but we can LEARN 
from it so we don't repeat 
our mistakes (or errors of 
omission) in the future. If 
what's happening leads to 
depression or anxiety, you 
might benefit from consult-
ing a therapist about it.

     
 *   

 DEAR ABBY: I have been 
an avid reader my entire life, 
and you have always given 
solid advice, especially when 
it comes to topics regarding 
proper etiquette. That's why 
you were the first person 
I thought to ask when my 
friend shared this informa-
tion from our Catholic priest 
on how to attend Mass with 
reverence. "Don't cross your 
legs. Crossing your legs is 
considered a disrespectful 
posture." I'm all for proper 
manners and posture, but 
I have never heard this be-
fore. -- WONDERING IN 
THE MIDWEST

 DEAR WONDERING: 
This is the first I have heard 
of it, but your friend may 
be correct. In some Ortho-
dox cultures outside North 
America, crossing one's legs 
is considered to be very dis-
respectful. Here in Ameri-
ca, however, it is not taboo, 
but it is considered to be 
"too casual and relaxed" for 
church. 
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GIRLS HOOPS
Monday

Stratford 63, Trinity 52

BOYS HOOPS
Monday

Stratford 51, Trinity 41

BASKETBALL
Tuesday

Trinity at Tattnall Square
/3 p.m.

Friday
John Milledge at Trinity

/5 p.m.
Johnson Co. at 

East Laurens/6 p.m.

Saturday
Johnson Co. at Dublin

/4:30 p.m.
EL at Tattnall Co./5 p.m.

West Laurens at 
Cross Creek/6 p.m.

PREP

SCHEDULE

CONTACT US:
Email sports information to 
tchsports77@gmail.com, or 
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 403

SCOREBOARD
HIGHLIGHT REEL: THE TOP SPORTS PHOTOS OF 2025
With another year in the books, let's take a quick look back at a few of the most memorable sports moments captured by our team of photographers as 
they documented the many outstanding performances and historic achievements that took place across the Heart of Georgia over the past 365 days...

STATE WRESTLING CHAMPIONS: West Laurens' J.T. Bowers (left) and Dublin's 
Domimarkeyo Walden (right) celebrated state wrestling titles at the Macon 
Coliseum in February. Bowers' victory at 165 lbs. made him the Raiders' fourth 
three-time state champ. Walden, clinching gold in the 285-pound weight 
class, became the first Irish wrestler to win it all in 11 years/SPECIAL PHOTOS, 
by Danyale Starley and Dublin City Schools

10 WINS, AND COUNTING: West Laurens defeated Westside Augusta on 
Oct. 30 to not only claim its fourth all-time region championship, but to 
also complete a perfect 10-0 regular season for the first time ever. The 
Raiders' year of milestones continued with three more wins to surpass 
another single-season high mark, and break a longtime playoff barrier as 
they advanced to the state semifinals/DANNY SCARBORO

CAPTURED THE FLAG: West Laurens head 
golf coach Whitney Alligood collects the 
flag from the 18th pin at Highland Country 
Club in LaGrange after the Raiders won the 
AAA state title in May/JANICE BALLARD

HARDWOOD DREAMS: It was a storybook season for 
three local basketball teams. The East Laurens girls 
won the region 2-High A championship (above) and 
advanced to their first-ever Final Four. Highlight 
machine Rashund Washington Jr. (left) and the 
Falcon boys followed suit after his return from 
injury, with this spectacular dunk, vs. WACO in the 
region tourney. Trinity's girls (right) also defeated 
Brentwood to reach the state finals for the first time 
since 2010/CLAY REYNOLDS, DANNY SCARBORO

MAKING A SPECTACLE: "You need glasses!" 
is a common taunt directed at officials by 
jeering fans. But that went literally for this 
MGFOA umpire who lost the eyewear as 
he took a nasty stiff arm from Dublin's Trav 
Bostic on this run during an Irish win over 
Jefferson County/HORACE AUSTIN

DEUCES!: East Laurens' Norrion King throws up two 
fingers en route to the end zone on a 70-yard punt 
return touchdown that sealed out a second-straight 
and third-overall Falcon win over Southwest Macon 
in early October/ZACH DAWSON

A GAME FOR THE AGES: West Laurens' 
Ty Cummings (3) celebrates one of the 
eight rushing touchdowns he scored 
in a 615-yard performance against 
Baldwin that not only broke several 
school records he'd been pursuing, but 
also shattered a state single-game mark 
as well/DANNY SCARBORO 

JUST FOR KICKS: Trinity's Wade Register 
signed in December to punt at UGA, but 
spent his senior season doing far more 
for the Crusaders than just dominating 
special teams. The senior, shown here 
counting off one of his three touchdowns 
against Augusta Prep, also led the team in 
rushing and INTs/DANNY SCARBORO

GOOD GOALKEEPING: East Laurens' Carson Smith (left) and Deanna Lowther (center), and West 
Laurens' Clyde Warren (right), made the paper with these great saves in goal over the course of 
the spring season/CLAY REYNOLDS, DANNY SCARBORO

...AND THE AGONY OF DEFEAT: Trinity football players complete up-downs in a large 
water puddle on Cleve Warnock Field during a summer exercise called "The Crucible." 
These were the cold, wet consequences for losing teams after each activity making 
up the night of competitive training and team-building intended – in the words of 
head coach Bruce Lane – to teach players that they have to hate losing more than 
they enjoy winning/CLAY REYNOLDS

STARTING IT OUT RIGHT: A 
fired-up Johnson County 
head coach Don Norton 
applauds his sideline after 
an opening-drive score in 
the Trojans' debut vs. East 
Laurens, and what would be 
the first win of 11 on their 
way to a perfect regular 
season and fourth straight 
region title/CLAY REYNOLDS

THE THRILL OF VICTORY: A roar of celebration followed these 
winning moments on the Westside... from Judd Walker after a 
clinching goal against Harlem (above), Cason Pollock (below, left)
following a go-ahead RBI in the playoffs vs. Jefferson and Charlie 

Barfield (below, right) 
with a winning third 
singles point to beat 
Heritage and send the 
Raider boys tennis
team to the state 
quarterfinals/CLAY 
REYNOLDS, DANNY 
SCARBORO 

HOME RUNS, AND HIJINKS: Some noteworthy moments from local ballfields... Above: 
Trinity's Carter Lee (left) and West Laurens' Ava Collins (center) are received at the 
plate after home runs, while East Laurens players (right) pretend to shoot skeet from 
the dugout entrance. Below: Elijah Moorman (left) scores for the Dudley Little League 
11U all-stars at the state tournament and Dublin head coach Brian Brown (right) gets 
a stinging high-five from catcher Mikey Patisaul/CLAY REYNOLDS, JANICE BALLARD



Once the investigation is complete, the 
case file will be given to the Dublin Judi-
cial Circuit District Attorney’s Office for 
review. 
 Anyone with information is asked to 

contact the GBI in Eastman at 478-374-
6988. 
 Anonymous tips can be submitted by 
calling 1-800-597-TIPS (8477), online 
at gbi.georgia.gov/submit-tips-online, or 
by downloading the See Something, Send 
Something mobile app.

1
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occupancy, while on a typ-
ical weekend, only 85 per-
cent of spots were occupied. 
Only during major events, 
particularly ones that closed 
traffic on Jackson St., such 
as the Bon Temps Crawfish 
Festival and Christmas Pa-

rade, did parking become 
strained. 
 2025's Super Satur-
day, the climax of the Dub-
lin-Laurens St. Patrick's 
Festival, saw parking at 
95 to 100 percent capaci-
ty at peak event times. The 
crawfish festival that same 
year only saw parking at as 
much as 95 percent, while 

the 2024 Christmas pa-
rade drew overflow crowds, 
though the strain lasted less 
than 90 minutes, the report 
noted. 
 The number of available 
spaces was also ample to 
supply downtown business-
es. 
 "With approximately 
120 storefronts and offices 

in the downtown core, the 
current inventory provides 
an average of seven spaces 
per business. This signifi-
cantly exceeds the typical 
small-downtown bench-
mark of four to five spaces 
per business, confirming 
that the parking supply is 
robust," the report noted. 
 The report recommend-

ed the installation of new 
signage that clearly directs 
motorists parking lots, a 
digital map to promote and 
direct visitors to parking 
spots and the utilization of 
an employee parking pro-
gram, better managing cen-
tral, convenient spaces for 
customers and visitors.
 "The primary challenge 

is not a shortage of park-
ing spaces, but rather the 
management, visibility and 
distribution of the existing 
supply," concluded the re-
port. "The public perception 
of a parking shortage stems 
from the difficulty in locat-
ing available spaces quickly 
and easily, not from an ac-
tual lack of capacity."

PARKING
Continued from page 1

also provide service to 
the military and veterans, 
which is why it is good to be 
located across from the VA.
 “I think there is so many 
people in the community 
who do not know the extent 
of what the Red Cross does,” 
Crane said. 
 “They think blood or 
when we respond to a hur-
ricane but we are there day 
-in and day-out responding 
to home fires. And we help 
people recover from every-
thing from the small disas-
ters and up to the big ones.”
 Janine Cameron, a local 
Red Cross volunteer, said 
the smoke alarms are need-
ed in every home.
 “These are free,” Cam-
eron said. “We will either 
come install them or we’ll 
get the fire department to 
come install them in their 
homes. There are sever-
al people who have been 
saved by a working smoke 
alarm in their homes. They 
worked and have allowed 
people to get out. We want 
to keep people safe. They 
only have two minutes to 
get out, so that smoke alarm 
is critical.” 

 Unfortunately, there 
have been a few fatal fires. 
Those needing and wanting 
a smoke detector can call 
1-800-RED-CROSS to get 
their names on the list.
 Besides volunteers, the 
Red Cross also need mone-
tary donations.
 “Our new building is 
not big enough to hold ev-
erything we used to hold,” 

Bentz said.  
 “With the house fires go-
ing up that means we have 
to put out more. We some-
times have to help multiple 
people in a house. That is 
why monetary donations 
are important.” 
 The Red Cross still needs 
volunteers, which can be 
done at redcross.org
 “I will never turn them 

away,” Bentz said. “My tar-
get is to get them as part of 
our Disaster Action Team. 
We have 25 counties and 
not every county has vol-
unteers who can respond 
to fires. We go out and help 
our clients who have been 
involved in a fire and oth-
er disasters. My volunteers 
work hard throughout the 
year.”

RED CROSS
Continued from page 1

Vvolunteers and Red Cross officials gather for a photo (above) at the event, which included 
some gift-giving (right)/PAYTON TOWNS III

will be bringing (live) trees and they will 
show them where to drop them,” Wilson 
said. “I will get some of the Scouts to help 
me and possibly the folks at the Hugh Gillis 
Pond to help me. These will make fish habi-

tats in the ponds that people will be able to 
enjoy, including the fish.” 
 Wilson thanked Georgia Power, Geor-
gia Forestry Commission, Boy Scout Troop 
6 5, the city of Dublin, The Courier Herald 
and State Broadcasting for promoting the 
event.

CHIPPER
Continued from page 1

Christmas trees brought for the Chipper at the 2025 event/PAYTON TOWNS III

SHOOTING SUSPECT
Continued from page 1

NEWS DIGEST

 THE LAURENS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
AND REGISTRATION will hold its regular monthly 
meeting on Monday, Jan. 5, at 5 p.m. in the Board 
of Elections and Registration Office of the Laurens 
County Courthouse Annex Building, 117 E. Jackson 
St., suite A. The agenda follows:
 • Call to order/Invocation
 •Roll call
 • Recognition of visitors
 • Minutes of previous meeting
 • Old business
 • Discussion of office procedures
 • Revenue expenditures and outlay
 • New business
 • Preparing for the 2026 election year
 • Executive session

  The LAURENS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMIS-
SIONERS will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday. The 
agenda includes:
 • Approve meeting minutes for Dec. 2, 2025

 • Discussion/approval of the purchase of two 
sets of extrication tools
 • Discussion/approval of a language access 
plan for the CDBG grant
 • Discussion/approval of qualifying fees for 
2026 election cycle
 • Discussion/approval of District Attorney 
request to amend budget to retain assistant DA 
positions
 • Discussion/approval of bid to construct EMS 
substation
 • Discussion/approval of appointment to the 
Landbank Authority
 • Discussion/approval of Sikes Aviation con-
tract
 • Discussion/approval to continue fiscal agent 
status for family connection
 • Discussion/approval to surplus sheriff de-
partment vehicle
 • Discussion/approval of striping proposal
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