
be the grand marshal for the 
parade. 

Wimbish is an attorney, 
community activist, fund-
raiser, adjunct professor, 
father and minister who has 
worked in the area of civil 

rights for two decades. He 
has nearly 30 years of di-
versified managerial, legal, 
diversity, and governmental 

The West Laurens Raid-
ers were honored for a 
successful season in which 
their football squad went 
further than any in school 
history.

New board chairman 
Tony Johnson, an alum of 
WLHS, thanked the foot-
ball players for the 13-1 
season in which they made 
it to the semifinals, during 
last Thursday’s Laurens 
County Board of Education 
meeting held at the Old 
West Laurens School.

“Thank you for your 
outstanding play and your 
hard work,” Johnson said. 
“You created memories 
for me and the community 
that will last forever. I ap-
preciate what you did on 
and off the football field.” 

New Superintendent 
O.J. Hall, who also gradu-
ated from WLHS, agreed 
with Johnson.

“What you provided for 
us and this community this 
year was something spe-

cial,” Hall said. “I know it 
is something I will never 
forget. It was good to know 
that our high school foot-
ball team was practicing on 
Thanksgiving Day and our 
high school football team 
was playing a day after 
Thanksgiving. It was good 
to know that they were 

playing the first week of 
December.” 

He pointed out all of 
the school officials and the 
parents for what they did 
behind the scenes.

“I know they came 
home tired and you made 
them stick with it,” Hall 
said. “They were playing on 

week 14 … and it was good 
to see our crowd come alive 
this year like I have not 
seen it in years.” 

Raiders head coach Kip 
Burdette introduced the 
players and coaching staff, 
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The Laurens County Commission ap-
proved a $575,900 bid last week to build 
a new Emergency Medical Service substa-
tion.

Riley Construction submitted the low-
est of five bids to build the new substation 
near the main EMS office off County Farm 
Road. The commission approved a contract 
in June with the Georgia Emergency Man-
agement Agency for the new building after 

state Rep. Matt Hatchett secured $500,000 
in state funding for the project. 

"We had budgeted for $500,000. We 
had hoped to build it for that," said County 
Administrator Bryan Rogers.

The commission approved a request 
from the Dublin Circuit District Attorney's 
Office to amend the budget to include fund-
ing to retain through June 30 two assistant 
DA positions that had been funded through 
grants. Laurens County's share will be 
$49,500, with the judicial circuit's remain-
ing three counties footing the rest of the 

$75,000 total.
"The district attorney has been working 

hard. They've really been prosecuting a lot 
of cases, getting people out of jail in an ex-
peditious manner, which has saved us a lot 
on medical costs," Rogers told the commis-
sioners.

Commission Chairman Jimmy Rogers 
opened the meeting asking for prayer for 
County Attorney Billy Kight, who at the 
time was in critical condition in a Savannah 
hospital, and for the family of county em-
ployee Randall Warnock.

Kight had brain surgery last Monday but 
passed away over the weekend.

"Billy has meant a lot to me and to a lot 
of people in this room." Bryan Rogers said

Warnock, who was a road supervisor for 
the county, also recently passed away.

"We lost a good employee, but we also 
lost a good man who would do so much to 
help people that he didn't want any credit 
for," said Chairman Rogers.

County Commission OKs Cid for new EMS station
By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

COUNTY COMMISSION
Continued on page 8

$ommissioner Brenda $hain 	center

 while serving as 
chairwoman last year
 takes a vote during a meeting 
at the county's new ��� center/PAYTON TOWNS III

Laurens County Com-
missioner Brenda Chain has 
announced that she plans to 
seek re-election in Novem-
ber.

"After careful thought 
and encouragement from 
my family and constitu-
ents, I have decided to run 
for a third term as county 
commissioner. Nothing has 
changed from the first time 
I ran for county commis-
sioner. I ran on five princi-
ples. One, being your voice. 
Two, having vision. Three, 
being visible. Four, being 
vested. Five, adding value," 
Chain said in a statement.

"As a county represen-
tative, I have shown that 
I am not afraid to speak 
up on what is best for the 
community. I show that 
I have vision, if you look 
at the things we have ac-
complished these past two 
terms. I have been visible 
throughout the county. I 

don’t just sit idly by wait-
ing for someone else to tell 
me what is going on. I have 
lived in Laurens County my 
whole life, raised my fami-
ly here, opened businesses 
here. What better person 
to have to have to repre-
sent other than one who 
has been here since birth. It 
shows that I am very vested 
in my community."

Chain, a local business-
woman, publicly announced 
her intentions at last week's 
commission meeting, not-
ing that fellow commis-
sioners Jimmy Rogers and 
Kevin Tanner had already 
announced their re-election 
bids.

"We need to vote on 
that?" Rogers joked.

Commissioner Gerad 
Mathis gave Chain his in-
fomal endorsement during 
board comments, as he re-
flected on his first year in 
office.

"I've really enjoyed 

$hain announces 
bid for re�election
By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

CHAIN
Continued on page 8

$ounty school 4uperintendent 0�+� )all 	right
 leads his first meeting as superintendent 5hursday in the 0ld 8est 
-aurens gym/PAYTON TOWNS III

4uperintendent 0�+� )all congratulates the 8est -aurens football team that finished 
����
 won a region title and reached the final four in $lass AAA/PAYTON TOWNS III

Board Ionors WL footCall for Iistoric season
By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter
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It may have poured down 
rain during the 2025 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Parade, but 
it did not stop the event. Pa-
rade organizers are hoping 
for better weather in 2026.

The 30th annual Dub-
lin-Laurens Martin Luther 
King Jr. Parade will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Jan. 17 in 
downtown Dublin. The pa-
rade lineup will start at 9:30 
a.m., said Royce Hall, secre-
tary for the Dublin-Laurens 
Martin Luther King Jr. Pa-
rade Committee.

“I love the unity about the 
parade,” Hall said. “I love to 
build the community up for 
unity and promoting love. I 
love to see people happy and 
smiling and commemorat-
ing what Dr. King stood for 
and keeping it based on do-
ing good for all people. It’s 
good to have everyone come 
out and enjoy. We are just 
praying for good weather.” 

The theme for the parade 
is Mission Possible II: Unit-
ing a Nation. Building a Fu-
ture. The Nonviolent Way.” 
Judge Dexter Winbush will 

State Sen. Derek Mallow 
will be the guest speaker at 
the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Breakfast at 9 a.m. on Jan. 
19 at Dublin Middle School.

This year's theme for 
the breakfast, which is pre-
sented by the Dublin-Lau-
rens Black Festival History 
Community Committee, is 
"A Century of Black History 
Commemorations."

Mallow, whose district 
includes most of the Sa-
vannah area, is a member 
of Senate committees on 
Children and Families, Eco-
nomic Development and 
Tourism, State and Local 
Tourism, State and Local 
Governmental Operations, 
and Transportation. He is 
also the secretary for Com-

mittee on Ethics. He previ-
ously served as state repre-
sentation for House District 
163 before his election to 
the Senate in 2022.

A native of Savannah, 
Mallow is a graduate of 
Jenkins High School. He 
earned degrees in leader-
ship and ministry from As-
bury University and later 
obtained a Master of Public 
Administration from Savan-
nah State University, along 
with a graduate certificate 
in nonprofit organization-
al leadership. He currently 
serves as executive director 
and CEO of East Savannah 
United, a nonprofit dedica-
tion to community revital-
ization.

Mallow is deeply in-
volved in his communi-
ty, including more than 

4tate senator to speak 
at annual .-K breakfast
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD

15 years with the Boy 
Scouts of America, serv-
ing as a field director. 
He is a board member 
of the Georgia Legisla-
tive Black Caucus and 
the Greater Savannah 
Black Chamber of Com-
merce, and a member 
of Alpha Phi Omega Na-
tional Service Fraterni-

MLK BREAKFAST
Continued on page 8

Martin LutIer King +r� Parade 
looLs for Cetter weatIer in ����
By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

1articipants brave the rain aboard their float in last year's 
.-K +r� 1arade/ HORACE AUSTIN
 File
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 Giraffes have no vocal
cords but can still commu-
nicate with low-frequency
sounds.


 In 1926, Clyde Barrow,
of Bonnie and Clyde fame,
was arrested with his older
brother Buck for posses-
sion of a truckload of stolen
turkeys.


 The first recorded
cookbook was written in
cuneiform on tablets in an-
cient Babylon around 1700
B.C.


 Gioachino Rossini's
aria "Di tanti palpiti" was
known throughout Europe
as "the rice aria," since it
was composed while he
waited in a Venice restau-
rant for his risotto to cook.


 Sunsets on Mars are
blue.


 Studies have suggest-
ed that the average human
attention span is now about
nine seconds -- shorter
than that of a goldfish.


 In 1820, Missouri im-
posed a $1 bachelor tax on
unmarried men ages 21-50.
The short-lived law was de-
signed to encourage mar-
riage, population growth
and family establishment
in the new state.


 A Russian safari park
became famous after a ti-
ger named Amur didn't eat
a goat that had been placed
in its enclosure as live food.


 Detachable heads were
used on Roman statues.


 The first U.S. subma-
rine was a hand-cranked,
pedal-powered wooden
craft from the Revolution-
ary War dubbed "the Tur-
tle."


 Astronauts sent to
space can experience a kind
of motion sickness known
as space adaptation syn-
drome, or space sickness,
with the most notable case
inflicting former senator
Jake Garn, whose bout was
so disabling that his name
became used as an infor-
mal measurement for the
illness.

(c ) 2026 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

1607A Rice Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021

478-272-2300

111 E. Cherry St.
Cochran, GA 31014

478-934-4561

544 Mulberry St., Ste. 619
Macon, GA 31201

478-745-9644

www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com Call 1-478-272-2300 for FREE CASE EVALUATION

JOHNSON
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding

Bobcat Service • Lot Clearing

- INSURED -

Tree & Stump Removal

478-275-8003
Home

478-279-1709
Truck

THE LAURENS COUNTY LIBRARY IS 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR A FULL-TIME 

CIRCULATION CLERK POSITION.

Some evening and Saturday shifts are required. A high school 

diploma or equivalent and basic computer skills are necessary. 

For salary details and the job description, visit our website 

at฀https://ocrl.org/employment . Benefits include health 
insurance, flexible benefits, annual leave, and enrollment in the 

Teachers’ Retirement System of Georgia.

To apply, send a cover letter, resume, and two professional 

references via email to฀employment@ocrl.org ฀or mail them to 
Beverly Brown, PO Box 100, Dublin, GA 31040.
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 Rita Hogan Mullis,
age 84 of Dublin, Georgia
passed away peacefully on
Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026,
surrounded by her loved
ones. She is now walking
with the Lord and is now re-
united with her son, Mitch
Rhodes, in Heaven.

She was born Dec. 9,
1941, in Dublin, Georgia.
She was the daughter of
Calhoun Hogan and Mary
Belcher Hogan. She lived
a life defined by kindness,
strength, and devotion to
her family. She was a loving
wife, mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, aunt
and friend whose presence
brought comfort and joy to
everyone who knew her. Her
laughter, wisdom, and un-
wavering love will be deeply
missed.

She loved gardening,
watching birds, crocheting,
working in the yard, en-
joying fellowship with her
church friends at Dexter
Methodist Church, and any
kind of travel or fun that
she could get into with her
husband, Wayne. Most of
all, she loved spending time
with her loved ones.

She was the heart of her
family. A woman whose
love knew no limits, loved
fiercely, and carried and
unmatched strength that
inspired those around her.
Her gentle presence, warm
smile, and comforting words
will be missed beyond mea-
sure. Her dedication to her
family will be carried out for
generations to come.

Mrs. Mullis is survived
by her husband, Wayne
Mullis of Dublin� two sons,
Jeff Rhodes (Sheri) of Ocil-
la, Jimmy Mullis of Blue
Ridge� four daughters, Mi-
chelle Mimbs (Gary) of Dex-
ter, Dawn Rhodes of Dexter,
Lisa Snell (Scott) of Canton,
and Christy Clements (Alan)
of Dexter, 11 grandchildren,
and 12 great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will
be held at 2 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 13, 2026, in the Chan
Stanley Memorial Chapel of
Stanley Funeral Home and
Crematory, with interment
to follow at Northview Cem-
etery. Rev.  Gary Mimbs will
officiate.

The family will receive
friends from 12:30 p.m. un-
til 1:45 p.m. Tuesday, Jan.
13, 2026, at the funeral
home.

Pallbearers will be Tyler
Mimbs, Ryne Mimbs, Tuck-
er Rhodes, Austin Snell, Ca-
den Snell, Blake Clements,
Justin Clements, and Casey
Crabb.

The family asks that in
lieu of flowers donations be
made in memory of Mrs.
Mullis to Kids Cup at 2011
Claxton Dairy Road, Dublin,
GA 31021.

Stanley Funeral Home
and Crematory�Dublin
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the
Online Register Book please
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com

Rita Hogan Mullis

 Graveside funeral ser-
vices for Sandra Kaye Smith,
age 79 will be held at 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2026,
at Westview Cemetery. Rev.
Michael Bailey and Rev.
Barbara Nelson will offici-
ate.

Mrs. Smith was born Dec.
1, 1946, in Dublin, Georgia.
She was the daughter of the
late Hazel Lewis Thigpen.
She was also preceded in
death by her sister, Swanna
Barwick. She was a member
of Thomas Chapel Method-
ist Church. She retired from
Scott Health and Rehab.
Mrs. Smith passed away
Sunday, January 11, 2026,
at her residence following
an extended illness.

Mrs. Smith is survived by
her husband, Ronnie Smith
of East Dublin� a son, Andy
Smith (Charlotte) of Rentz�
a sister, Soffie Thigpen of
East Dublin� two grandchil-
dren, Kyle Smith (Makayla)
of Dublin, and Dylan Smith
(Kiley) of Rentz� three
great-grandchildren, Crew
Smith of Dublin, Hayes
Smith of Dublin, and Beck-
ett Smith of Rentz� a neph-
ew, Dusty Barwick of East
Dublin� great-niece, Gracie
Barwick of East Dublin� and
a special friend, Jonnie Sills.

The family will receive
friends from 6 p.m. until 8
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2026,
at the funeral home.

Stanley Funeral Home
and Crematory�Wrightsville
Chapel has charge of funeral
arrangements. To sign the
Online Register Book please
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com

Sandra Kaye SmitI

Billy Roy KigIt

 Billy Roy Kight, 74, of
Dublin, Georgia, passed
away on the evening of Jan.
9, 2026. Born in Dublin on
July 12, 1951, he was the first
son of Thelmon Kight Jr.,
and Mary Davis Evans.

In his younger years,
he and his family moved
to Winter Haven, Florida,
and then Vidalia, Georgia.
After returning to Laurens
County, he graduated from
East Laurens High School in
1969. He worked at the J.P.
Stevens factory in States-
boro while attending Geor-
gia Southern College, grad-
uating in 1973 with a degree
in history. He began his pro-
fessional career as a proba-
tion officer with the State of
Georgia. While working full-
time, he continued his edu-
cation by earning a master's
degree in psychology from
the University of Georgia
and, after years of commut-
ing at night to Atlanta, a ju-
ris doctor from Atlanta Law
School in 1978.

In 1979, he joined his
brother-in-law Gibbs Flan-
ders to form the law firm
Kight 	 Flanders. Over the
decades of his legal career,
he provided wise counsel
and assistance to countless
citizens throughout Laurens
County. The difficult and
impoverished circumstanc-
es of his own youth, which
he rarely spoke of, led him to
show non-judgmental kind-
ness to people of all back-
grounds.

In 1993, Billy was ap-
pointed county attorney for
Laurens County, a position
he held for over 30 years
until his death. His insights
were valued for their com-
mon sense and sound judg-
ment, often delivered with a
laugh and a smile. At home,
these same qualities of mis-
chievous humor, intelli-
gence and gentleness were
equally present, especially
during those special mo-
ments in his home library
surrounded by the thou-
sands of books he cherished.

He is survived by his
much-loved wife of 36 years,
Karen Lee Kight� sons Jo-
seph Brian Kight, of Savan-
nah, and Joshua Eric Kight
and his wife Victoria, of
Dublin� siblings Sheila Mor-
ris (husband Bobby Morris,
deceased), Bobby Kight and
his wife Susan, Larry Ki-
ght and his wife Kathy, and
Joan Thomas and her hus-
band James� the mother of
his children, Emily Flanders
Kight� three grandchildren
and numerous other rela-
tives and friends.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was predeceased
by his stepsons, Lindsay
Michael Swida Jr., and Mat-
thew Lane Swida, whom he
helped raise and who loved
him dearly.

The family received
friends on Monday, Jan. 12,
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. at

Townsend Brothers Funeral
Home.

A funeral service cele-
brating Billy's life will be
held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday,
Jan. 13, in the Mary Whita-
ker Townsend Memorial
Chapel of Townsend Broth-
ers Funeral Home. Follow-
ing the service, Billy will
be laid to rest at Northview
Cemetery in Dublin.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com
to sign the online memorial
registry.

 ATLANTA — When Georgia lawmakers
return to Atlanta for the new legislative
session, they will proceed to their weath-
ered wooden desks, and if they are obser-
vant, they will notice something new.

The carpeted floor will offer a little
more give, and the old stains will be gone.

When they reach their desks, some will
bend to the floor to plug in their laptops,
as they have long done. But someone will
point out that they no longer need to: the
old desks now have modern outlets — not
just a standard power plug but also a USB-A
connector, and even a future-proofed one
for USB-C.

Then, other details will register, and
it will become clear this is not exactly the
same place they left in April.

The fireplaces (unused these days) now
have hearths of marble, salvaged from the
old state Supreme Court building after the
new one was erected nearby.

Perhaps most obvious: the wooden
chairs now carry their weight without
creaking or worry.

And if lawmakers and visitors were to
lift their eyes to the ceiling high above,
they would see something that was never
there before: gold, real gold.

When they were last here, the ceiling
was decorated with gold-colored paint.
Now it is adorned with gold leaf, applied
by a restorationist hoisted high into the air
on a platform supported by tons of steel
scaffolding.

Like many of the more than 550 arti-
sans and other workers who renovated
the Capitol over the past eight months,
the gold leaf was from Georgia, said Ger-
ald Pilgrim, the state official who oversaw
the face lift. “We actually have the receipts
from Dahlonega.”

The carpet is native, too, from the weave
masters in Dalton.

Both were line items in a restoration
budget that totaled about $82.5 million,

with about $10 million for furniture and
similar things and the rest for construc-
tion, said Pilgrim, chief of staff at the Geor-
gia Building Authority.

The work started in early May, a month
after lawmakers finished their last legisla-
tive session. And the bulk of it was com-
pleted in time for their return this week,
though there are a couple more phases to
go.

Some of the most consequential work
will be invisible to the lawmakers and to
the observers who come to watch them,
though repeat visitors might sense a differ-
ence. For one thing, the HVAC system is
new. Pilgrim said it was the most challeng-
ing task, since it was the first significant
update since the 1950s, around the time
Americans started seeing color in their
televisions.

The workers also laid 133,000 feet of
wiring under the floors to connect all the
new systems. In addition to those mod-
ern outlets at legislators’ desks, there is a
sound system in the visitors’ gallery above
them, for the hard of hearing. Workers
also removed some of the fixed seats there
to make room for wheelchairs.

From where visitors sit, they would be
hard-pressed to notice one major upgrade
that will quickly become apparent to the
representatives and senators below.

The legislators used to play musical
chairs, swapping out their own failing
seats for functional furniture from a near-
by and likely unobservant desk mate (no
doubt one from the opposing party). They
needed sturdy support for their 40 days
and many nights of making laws.

“There was a lot of stealing chairs,” Pil-
grim said. Some were unsafe, “put together
literally by toothpicks” and beyond repair,
he said, adding that they should have been
replaced half a century ago.

The new ones may not be authentic, but
they can perform their duty safely, perhaps
until the next renovation. The Building Au-
thority kept the old ones in storage but got
a 20-year warranty on their replacements.

Some tIings new amid all tIat 
is old under tIe Gold Dome
By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

STRANGE BUT TRUE
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"How many demon-
strators you think going to 
come? If it's as many as they 
say, this town's going to be 
turned inside out," Roger 
Lewis at the Dairy Queen 
wondered.

That kind of wonder-
ment and sentiment has 
embraced many of the res-
idents of this middle Geor-
gia town which is the site of 
the Cheryl S. Todd - Denise 
X Woods murder - robbery 
trial of Ronnie Horne, Lau-
rens County native.

"Hawkinsville is just a 
little town with 3000 peo-
ple. If a thousand people 
come into town, it's going to 
be mayhem.

"I just wish they'd go 
away and let us be a quiet 
little Old South town again." 

All of the television cam-
eras, reporters, extra secu-
rity, and strangers have put 
many Hawkinsville resi-
dents at ill ease.

"If it goes like they say 
it's going to go, I know what 
we're going to do. We're go-
ing to shut down," Lewis re-
marked.

He looked down on 
Commerce Street, the old 
Slosheye Indian Trail that 
goes back to 1756 and shook 
his head.

"I just wish they had 
moved the trial sixty miles 
up the road to Macon."

The townsfolk are con-
cerned over the develop-
ments surrounding the trial.

About 25 state troopers 
are on standby to keep or-
der at the well-kept 75-year 
old courthouse.

Friday Sheriff Andrew 
Hill sent his deputies out 
with 70 questionnaires for 
prospective jurors seeking 
demographic information 
for the defense.

Members of the Atlanta 
Workers Defense Commit-
tee stood on street corners 
yesterday to hand out leaf-

lets proclaiming "Fight rac-
ism and injustice: Drop the 
Charges.

Free Cheryl and Dessie
Demonstrate January 19
Courthouse."
A leader of the Atlanta 

group said buses of demon-
strators would come from 
Louisville, Kentucky, Bir-
mingham, Alabama, and 
Georgia cities, particularly 
Ft. Valley, home of the pre-
dominantly black Ft. Valley 
State College.

"Factory owners may get 
upset," but workers in Ala-
mo and Glenwood will stay 
off their jobs Monday," She-
drah Harris, a 21 year-old 
Atlantan said.

At least eight buses will 
come from Atlanta, includ-
ing five from Atlanta Uni-
versity, Harris said, but 
he would not predict how 
many demonstrators there 
would be.

In court, Judge James B. 
O'Connor produced one of 
the leaflets being distribut-
ed by Harris' group  in six 
middle Georgia counties.

It claimed that O'Con-
nor "acts like a member of 
the KKK" and charged that 
he recently freed "two white 
cops" in Lumber City ac-
cused of "torturing a black 
man." 

The Judge agreed that 
those who were passing 
out the leaflets had a First 
Amendment right to do so.

The trial of the two wom-
en accused of killing and 
robbing Ronnie L. Horne 
will begin Monday morning 
unless the judge rules favor-
ably on a defense challenge 
to the change of venue.  

Strict rules governing 
news coverage of the trial 
have been ordered by Judge 
O'Connor as well as tight se-
curity precautions.

EAST DUBLIN RAPS 
COUNCIL

Approximately 200 
East Dublin citizens met 

Wednesday night in opposi-
tion to several actions taken 
by the City Council on Mon-
day night. 

According to informa-
tion from Willie Clements, 
the group voted to present 
the Mayor and Council of 
East Dublin with a petition 
asking to -

1. Return the new pickup 
truck recently purchased by 
the city

2. Rescind the Garbage 
Fee

3. Return firemen's pay 
to $140 a week

4. Reduce city spending
The petition cites that a 

special called meeting of the 
City Council was requested 
for Tuesday, February, 3rd 
at 7:30 p.m. so that the pe-
tition could be presented. 
Information given to the 
Courier-Herald was that the 
Mayor had agreed to call the 
meeting.

This morning East Dub-
lin Mayor E.A. Page told the 
Courier-Herald that he had 
received a request for such 
a called meeting. Nothing 
is definite at this time, the 
Mayor said. It is in the plan-
ning stage.

In other developments 
on the troubled city front, 
Mayor Page said that the 
garbage fees became law 
without his signatire. Un-
der the city's Charter, the 
Mayor has three days in 
which to veto an ordinance; 
otherwise, it becomes law 
without his signature. The 
ordinance levying the gar-
bage fees, effective March 
1st, would provide for pay-
ment of $3.00 a month by 
residences; $7.00    a month 
by businesses, and $7.00 a 
month for combined resi-
dences and businesses. The 
ordinance was passed by a 
three to two vote. 

The pay increase for the 
three firemen was premised 
on their doing the janitor 
work at the City Hall. The 
janitor position with the city 

was eliminated.
Mayor Page said this 

morning that the three fire-
men had refused the added 
pay and were not cleaning 
up the town's City Hall.

"I swept it out yester-
day," Mayor Page said," and 
Mrs. Martha Boatright (an 
employee in the City Clerk's 
office) is sweeping it out to-
day. 

KILLEBREW NAMED 
MANAGER

As of last Friday, WMLT 
Radio has a new manager. 
He is Dick Killebrew who 
has been associated with the 
station as announcer-news-
man since 1958. Mr. Kille-
brew replaces Ed Hilliard, 
who resigned the position 
in August of last year.

Killebrew, as most peo-
ple know him, has been one 
of the more popular an-
nouncers in the Dublin area 
over the years. Coming to 
Dublin from a radio station 
in Columbus, Georgia, he is 
a native of Alabama.

It was Killebrew who 
first suggested the idea tat 
Dublin and Laurens County 
should have a celebration 
around St. Patrick's Day. 
Today it is a St. Patrick's 
Festival Week.

Mr. Killebrew's appoint-
ment as manager of WMLT 
came last week by WMLT 
President W. Newton Mor-
ris.

VA AWARDS SERVICE
Special awards and ser-

vice pins were presented  
by Mr. Harold O. Duncan, 
Center Director, to these 
employees of the Dublin VA 
Center in a recent ceremo-
ny:

Sammie Robinson 
-Nursing Service - Sugges-
tion Award - Dublin

Betty Ann Currie - En-
gineering Service - 20-Year 
Service Pin - Rentz

Paula D. Smith - Canteen 
Service - 10-year Pin - East 

Dublin
Bobby J. Rutledge - En-

gineering Service - Quality 
Service Award - Dublin

Reba J TAylor - Dietet-
ic Service - 15-Year Service 
Pin - Dublin

Benjamin T. Veal -Sup-
ply Service - 15-Year Service 
Pin - Dublin

Herbert E. Tomlinson  - 
Supply Service - 30- Year 
Service Pin - Dublin

J.C. Ogburn -Engineer-
ing Service - Quality In-
crease Award - East Dublin

Hugh E. McLendon - 
Nursing Service - 20-Year 
Service Pin - Dublin

Ocie F. Joiner - Nursing 
Service - 20-Year Service 
Pin - Dublin

Dr. Franklin H. Goodwin 
- Medical Service - 20-Year 
Service Pin - Dublin

Joseph W. Folsome - 
Nursing Service - 15-Year 
Service Pin - Dublin

Ethel Mae Beard - Di-
etetic Service - 25-Year Ser-
vice Pin - Dublin

Eugene C. Brown - Nurs-
ing Service - Suggestion 
Award - Dublin

LAURENS SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE UP
According to William P. 

Johnson, Laurens Coun-
ty School Superintendent, 
the average daily atten-
dance (ADA) for the first 
four months of the 1975-76 
school term has increased 
by 65 students over the 
same period last school 
term.

Since there was a slight 

decrease in enrollment in 
grades 1-12 and yet an in-
crease in ADA, he stated 
that he was very appre-
ciative to the parents, stu-
dents, and professional staff 
for efforts put forth to make 
this increase in attendance 
possible.

"Attendance in school 
has a vital bearing on the 
educational progress of stu-
dents. Not only is the educa-
tional progress of students 
affected by attendance, the 
amount of financial assis-
tance through the State 
Department of Education 
is directly correlated with 
ADA of the school system. 
The increase of 65 in ADA 
will bring an additional 15-
18 thousand dollars to the 
system for school year 1975-
76 which will be welcome 
information to the local tax 
payer," the superintendent 
reported. 

The daily percentage at-
tendance is 96.78 percent of 
grades 1-12 this year for the 
ten schools in the county 
system. 

The Board of Education 
employs an attendance of-
ficer and three part time at-
tendance workers.

Of course, school atten-
dance should be encour-
aged, but not to the point of 
keeping children in school 
who are sick, he said, but it 
should be insisted upon to 
the point of maintaining in-
terest and facilitating prog-
ress in school work.

HawLinsville� �How many will turnout �

LOOKING BACK... 
50 YEARS AGO 

By HARRIETT CLAXTON

JANUARY 13, 1976



According to the chairperson of the 
Dublin-Laurens County MLK Com-
mittee, Dublin will celebrate its 50th 
MLK Breakfast Celebration on Jan. 19, 
2026. Incorrect, 36. I have documen-
tation and anecdotes to support my 
claim. My documentation is that Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day became a 
legal federal holiday when Pres. Ron-
ald Reagan signed the bill into law on 
Nov. 2. 1983. The holiday was official-
ly observed on Jan. 20 1986. 2026 mi-
nus 1986 equals 40. MLK Committee, 
on the national level, the math is not 
"mathing." 

The anecdotes that follow are real 
stories that also support my position. 
The first MLK Breakfast Celebration 
in Dublin was in 1990. The Dublin 
City Council MLK Committee named 
Rev. Dr. Neil Dixon the chairperson. 
Nearly a year before (1989), on New 
Year's Eve, the late Rev. Amos Holmes 
(in his living room), the late principal 
John Reed Deamer and I planned and 
implemented the first MLK Holiday 
Celebration in Dublin. Soon after, I 
left Dublin to do a residency from 
1990 to 1995 in reading education at 

the University of Georgia. In my first 
semester of 1990, the Dublin City 
Council MLK Committee gave me 
a plaque for my service. In that year 
(1990), the council implemented the 
first MLK Breakfast Celebration. 2026 
minus 1990 equals 36. MLK Commit-
tee, the math is not "mathing." 

Furthermore, from 1975 to 1990, I 
planned and coordinated 99.9 percent 
of the communitywide Black Heri-
tage events. No one can deny that. 
Does anyone recall any MLK Birthday 
Breakfast Celebrations from 1975 to 
1989? I do not see any hands. Through 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), I chaired the 
committee that celebrated his death 
anniversary each year. More than that, 
no one can deny that I created and im-
plemented the Dublin-Laurens Coun-
ty Black History Festival from 1975 
to 1989. It is my intellectual property 
(creations of the mind, music, inven-
tions, books and poems). I was knee-
deep in the black experience and did 
not smell any bacon and eggs along 
the way. 

The MLK Committee's reaction to 
my invitation to have a conversation 

about their miscalculations was very 
disturbing. I did my  due dilegence, 
making contact with the chairperson 
and toastmistress. The chairperson 
did not respond to my text; I tried 
again and, sadly, she blocked me. Via 
messenger, I dialogued with the toast-
mistress. She stated, "I only go on 
what has been presented to me. The 
program has been planned and is go-
ing forward." 

Good recordkeeping is essential. 
Time and dates of major events are 
used in databases to guide research, 
school calendars, congressional activ-
ities and cultural events. The commit-
tee's tendency to make up numbers 
is a testament to the quality of their 
work, and the respect they have for 
their constituency. The committee is 
not accountable to a governing body. 
Instead, it is judged by the people they 
serve. Dublin-Laurens community, as 
you attend the celebration on Jan. 19, 
2026, understand that you are disre-
spected and the math is not "math-
ing." 

0audine -ĕerson-:ood
(ast 'ublin� *a� 
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When it comes to an emergency, all types of help 
should and needs to be considered.

This has been the case in Laurens County, and was 
on full display last week when a big blaze was contained 
to its proximity.

On Jan. 7, at 7:54 p.m., the Dublin Fire Department 
received a call about a structure fire at Dublin Glass. 
When firefighters arrived, they realized it did not start 
at Dublin Glass, but at a business next to it that was 
being rented by RR Towing. Because of the proximity of 
that business, the flames did move over to Dublin Glass 
about the time members of the Dublin Fire Department 
were arriving.

Fire Chief Matthew Cutler said their goal was to 
attack the fire and contain it to that location. They did 
not want it to spread any further. Thankfully, the DFD 
received mutual aid from East Dublin Fire Department, 
Laurens County Fire Department and the Johnson State 
Fire Team.

“That was great,” Cutler said. “Mutual and automatic 
aid are live-savers. Having good relationships with your 
neighbors is a great thing.”

The investigation revealed that the fire was acciden-
tal and started in the area of a wrecker that was being 
repaired inside the building, Cutler said. In all, four 
vehicles and two ATVs were destroyed.

In the past - and more than likely in the future - the 
DFD will repay this favor and help one of these agen-
cies. But the real winners are us the citizens as the more 
help our first responders can get, the better the care we 
receive. 

– Payton Towns III

5his drone shot showed a busy scene as various fire 
departments came together to battle last week's bla[e
/SPECIAL PHOTO
 courtesy of DuClin Fire Department

The TV show “Monk” 
was ahead of its time.

For those who have not 
seen what I call a classic, 
“Monk” was a show about 
a former homicide detec-
tive who is a consultant for 
the San Francisco Police 
Department. Adrian Monk, 
played by Tony Shalhoub, 
has an obsessive-compul-
sive disorder along with 
multiple fears that really hit 
the fan when his wife Trudy 
was killed. After that trage-
dy, all of his disorders and 
fears kept him from per-
forming his role as a detec-
tive without needing help.

One of the things Monk 
cannot do is shake hands 
without asking his assistant 
for a wipe. Most definite-
ly, he kept his hands clean. 
What made the show funny 
was watching Monk go out 
of his way from touching 
and avoiding anything that 
may allow him to pick up 
germs.

If most of us would try 
our best to keep our hands 
clean, it would lower the 
chances of viruses such 
as the flu or other nasty 
stomach bugs from going 
around. At this time of year, 
especially with Georgia’s 
latest flu ratings, we should 
all try to avoid other germs 
as much as possible.

It does not take an ex-
pert to know that as a state, 
Georgia is not doing too well 
when it comes to the rise of 
flu. In fact, we are leading 
the way when it comes to 
flu activity. On a scale of 1 
to 13, we were at a 13 a few 
weeks ago. The good news is 
it can only decrease. When 
that will happen depends on 
each of us.

Yes, people can get the 
flu vaccine. No, that does 
not necessarily mean you 
will not get the flu. But the 
vaccine should help de-
crease the symptoms.

A few years ago, my wife 
and I both received the vac-
cine and at about the same 
time - three months lat-

er - tested positive for the 
flu. We both went to the 
doctor at the same time - it 
was a two-for-one deal. The 
doctor said our symptoms 
would have been worse if 
we had not gotten the flu 
vaccine. 

Do I know if this is true? 
I can only go by what the 
experts say. What I can say 
is that I missed one day of 
work and was back almost  
to 100 percent a few days 
later. For those who do not 
want to take the vaccine, 
hey, that’s up to you.

Sometimes we are going 
to get sick and there is noth-
ing we can do about it. But 
from observation, I cannot 
count the number of times 
I have been in a public re-

stroom and watched men 
walk out without washing 
their hands. They grab the 
door knobs and turn or pull, 
leaving their germs all over 
it.

According to Google, 
when it comes to washing 
hands, the proper way to do 
so is to use clean running 
water (hot or cold),  soap to 
cover the entire hand and 
rub for 20 seconds if not 
more. Some experts encour-
age us to sing “Happy Birth-
day” twice. Then rinse, dry 
your hands on a clean tow-
el or use an air drier. Then, 
grab a paper towel to turn 
off the water. After all, you 
do not know who used that 
sink before you.

It may be an adventure 

to wash hands in a public 
restroom where there are 
usually signs on the doors, 
or even mirrors, urging 
employees to clean them 
before returning to work. 
What is funny to me is when 
the conditions for doing so 
are laughable at best.

For example, you put 
your hands under the fau-
cet and only receive  a 
short burst of water, barely 
enough to get your hands 
wet. You are able to get 
soap on your hands but not 
enough water to do properly 
clean. 

Then there are occasions 
when there is plenty of wa-
ter but no soap. How are 
hands, especially those be-
longing to the employees, 
supposed to be clean if there 
is no soap?

And then when you leave 
the restroom, if you take 
your clean hand and open 
the door, you more than 
likely have new germs on 
your hand. I try to remem-
ber to keep that paper towel 
I used to dry my hands and 
use it to open the door to 
leave. 

Sure I may look like 
Monk leaving the restroom, 
but at least I have a bet-
ter chance of not bringing 
home a virus by simply tak-
ing care of my hands. 

MAN ABOUT 
TOWN...

By PAYTON TOWNS III
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FIRMER GROUND: MIGHT DOESN'T MAKE RIGHT

I write here, not as any 
kind of expert on US for-
eign policy, but only as an-
other concerned citizen. It 
seems to me that the cap-
ture of Nicolas Maduro 
and his wife, was terribly 
short-sighted. Whatever 
happens going forward in 
Venezuela as a result, this 
move, the unprovoked in-
vasion of a sovereign na-
tion and the deposing of its 
leader, however terrible he 
was, is likely to have grave 
consequences for us and for 
the rest of the world. But as 
laid out in the recent Na-
tional Defense Strategy, the 
Trump administration has 
decided that the world is a 
place to be carved up be-
tween the great powers. 

The President says that 

he is reviving the Monroe 
Doctrine in which we think 
of the Western Hemisphere 
as our particular sphere of 
influence, that is, to make 
use of. And indeed, there is 
a long   and sordid history of 
exploitation of the peoples 
and nations of Central and 
South America by greedy, 
more powerful nations near 
and far. And this in turn is 
what has bred gross inequity 
and resentment in many of 
these countries. Driven drug 
trafficking, rampant vio-
lence, and desperate migra-
tion patterns, and brought 
reactionary, brutal leaders 
like Maduro to power.

The resources we are 
spending on bullying and 
exploitation, which seems 
to be our official policy now 
vis-a-vis the rest of the plan-
et, would be so much more 

wisely spent in investing in 
democratic institutions and 
initiatives. … Do democracy 
and the welfare of the Ven-
ezuelan people matter, or is 
this just about US control of 
their rich oil reserves, as the 
President has indicated?

As has been widely ob-
served, this is all a radical 
departure from the dem-
ocratic and international 
rules-based order that has 
been in place since the end 
of World War II. With this 
preemptory action in Ven-
ezuela, we would seem to 
have lost whatever shred 
of moral standing we still 
had in opposing the aggres-
sion of Russia and China in 
“their spheres of influence.”

And beyond the many 
strategic questions this rais-
es is the question as to what 
this means for the soul of 

our country. What would 
it mean for us if national 
greed turned out to be the 
chief American value?

Meantime, 19 Bud-
dhist monks continue their 
march for peace from Fort 
Worth to Washington, D.C. 
Reminding us that “peace 
is every step,” and that sim-
ple, daily actions like com-
passion and open, honest 
speech on behalf of a longer, 
wider perspective are not 
nothing.

And as of January 6, the 
Magi have found their way 
once more to a manger in 
Bethlehem. And have cast 
down their crowns, bowing 
before the child whose birth 
signaled the ultimate end 
of the old order based on 
empire and domination, in 
favor of one based on truth 
and the power of love.

By STE7E BULLINGTON
Guest Columnist
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Dublin Police 
Department

 – Angela Denise King, 
38, was charged with theft 
by shoplifting and giving a 
false name, address or birth-
date to law enforcement at 
Belk on Veterans Boulevard 
around 4:51 p.m. on Dec. 18.

 An offi  cer talked with a 
loss prevention employee 
for Belk as they escorted 
King into the security offi  ce. 
The offi  cer reviewed the se-
curity footage and saw King 
conceal one item by plac-
ing it in the buggy, putting 
a blanket over it and sitting 
her toddler age child on top 
of it. King then grabbed an-
other item and sat it in plain 
view initially but later lifted 
the toddler from the bug-
gy and the two items were 
placed under the blanket.

 Later in the video, the 
offi  cer saw King’s 11-year-
old daughter conceal a third 
item similar in shape and 
size as the fi rst two items. 
They left the store with the 
buggy and the items inside 
of it, passing all points of 
sale within Belk. An employ-
ee stopped them inside the 
central area of the Dublin 

Mall. King provided a dif-
ferent last name and date of 
birth than was listed on her 
driver’s license. After two 
negative returns, King pro-
vided a cell phone image of 
her driver’s license.

 All three items were va-
riety packs of fragrances 
that were recovered and re-
turned to the store. King was 
arrested and transported 
to the sheriff ’s offi  ce. While 
being transported, King told 
the offi  cer she was aware of 
her outstanding warrant, 
which is why she provided 
false information. 

 - Around 12:01 a.m. on 
Dec. 18, an offi  cer was dis-
patched to Smith Street. The 
call concerned a man knock-
ing on windows and possi-
bly possessing a weapon.

 The offi  cer talked with 
two people who said a man, 
identifi ed as Author Eugene 
Seals, 64, was knocking on 
windows and doors, think-
ing his wife was inside the 
house. Both people said that 
Seals’ wife does not stay at 
that location and neither did 
he. Another offi  cer recalled 
telling Seals a month previ-
ous that he was not to return 

to that address.
 Seals was arrested and 

charged with criminal tres-
pass.

 - Ramon Paul Albarran, 
28, was charged with crim-
inal trespass at Hop In on 
East Jackson Street around 
1:50 p.m. on Dec. 19.

 An offi  cer met with the 
store clerk at the Hop In, 
who said Albarran had been 
outside panhandling money 
from customers. The clerk 
provided offi  cers with a copy 
of the trespass notice for Al-
barran, along with camera 
footage of the incident.

 The offi  cer found Albar-
ran walking south on South 
Washington Street and 
stopped to speak with him. 
Offi  cers confi rmed the iden-
tity of Albarran and arrested 
him. He was transported to 
the police department to be 
fi ngerprinted. Because the 

machine was not function-
ing, he was unable to be fi n-
gerprinted. He was released 
on summons and advised to 
remain away from the Hop 
In.

 - Willie Lee Flowers, 76, 
was charged with criminal 
trespass at Piggly Wiggly 
on Bellevue Avenue around 
9:26 a.m. on Dec. 20.

 Police saw Flowers leav-
ing Piggly Wiggly, walking 
across Academy Avenue 
into a nearby business park-
ing lot. The offi  cers stopped 
Flowers in the parking lot 
where he stated he had just 
left Piggly Wiggly where he 
attempted to buy several 
items.

 Offi  cers confi rmed with 
store employees that Flow-
ers had been inside the store 
and had previously been 
notifi ed that he was banned 
from that location. He was 

transported to the county 
jail.

Laurens County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce

– A deputy met with peo-
ple a the sheriff ’s offi  ce in 
regard to deposit account 
fraud that happened on 
Longcreek Way in Cadwell 
around 12:30 p.m. on Dec. 
12.

 - A deputy talked on a 
phone with a man about a 
civil matter that happened 
on Second Street in Dudley 
around 8:40 a.m. on Dec. 
19.

 - Nicholas James Cohen, 
18, of Macon, was charged 
with driving under the in-
fl uence of drugs at the inter-
section of 441 North and 441 
bypass around 4:59 p.m. on 
Dec. 17. 

 - A burglary happened 
on Maddox Royster Road 
around 5:30 p.m. on Dec. 
12.

 - A deputy responded to 
shots fi red on Oneal Drive 
on Dec. 14 around 8:44 p.m.

 - Someone damaged 
property on Coleman Reg-
ister Road between Nov. 28 
and Dec. 12.

 - On Dec. 11, around 
12:22 p.m., a deputy con-
ducted a stop on a Toyota 
Camry due to the owner be-
ing wanted out of Laurens 
County. Tanicka Lashae 
Coneway, 50, of Dudley, was 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine and pos-
session of drug related ob-
jects.

 - A traffi  c stop resulted 
in the arrest of Marty Lew-
is, 28, of Dublin, who was a 
wanted individual.

 Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record 
and was taken from reports 
of local law enforcement 
agencies. These reports do 
not refl ect guilt or inno-
cence. An "arrest" does not 
always indicate incarcera-
tion. Readers are cautioned 
that people may have simi-
lar names. Police Beat does 
not identify minor children, 
victims of sexual assault, 
suicide attempts or medical 
conditions. Cases dismissed 
do not appear if the news-
paper is notifi ed before 
deadline.

POLICE BEAT...
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 Those anonymous 
donors are not so smart, 
meaning there is no such 
thing as anonymity. They 
have forgotten that the peo-
ple they arranged the dona-
tion with will talk and con-
fi de in "friends,” who then 
talk and confi de in other 
"friends.” Such is now this 
case and such will be their 
shame for putting athletics 
above having a stable school 
system. I hope they are 
ready to explain themselves 
to the public.

We say fi re the coaches 
along with the 51 other peo-
ple who lost their jobs and 
cancel all remaining athlet-
ics for the rest of the school 
year.  Over the summer, put 

out a call for persons to be 
community coaches to take 
their place.  We are sure 
there are people in the com-
munity that can do the job 
and save money for the sys-
tem. If no one steps forward, 
padlock all the athletic facil-
ities and shut down until ei-
ther you have the real mon-
ey or someone steps in. Dire 
times require dire measures.

 It's amazing how quiet 
things have gotten, with no 
offi  cial notifi cations or activ-
ity reports about the school 
system debacle.  Lately we 
only hear the soft rustle of 
a broom slowly sweeping it 
under the rug.  Meanwhile 
the school systems contin-
ues receiving advances and 

digging the hole deeper and 
the state keeps on sending 
them money that will never 
be repaid. Wake up folks... 
this is our money being 
squandered.

 What happens to a
taxpayer if they cannot pay 
their taxes this year due to 
that massive increase the 
school board slid past every-
one?  My neighbors are 92, 
social security income only, 
haven't had kids in school 
in 50 years and they do not 
have a snowball's chance of 
paying. The school board 
should be ashamed of what 
they have put on older peo-
ple who do not have money 
to pay that big increase in 
taxes.  

Our school tax this
year is 80 percent of the total 
tax bill. I guess that explains 
why things are like they are.  
Money being given to the 
school system to waste and 
nothing much left to keep up 
the city. For example, take 
a look at some of the city 
and residential streets, and 
where is the street sweeper 
they bought"  We are lucky if 
they pick up yard refuse once 
a month.

 The city has not done 
anything about the four 
wheelers that are being 
driven on city streets, of-
ten by persons as young as 
10-years-old. Then there are 
the adults who drive with 
an infant in their arms and 
none of the occupants are 
belted in. What's it going to 
take?

 Who do you talk to
about speed bumps being 
installed on Country Club 
Road? It is like a race track 
out here with so much traffi  c 
now. I never see any cops out 
checking traffi  c for speeders.

To the church on 
Highway 257 that has the 
Christian fl ag above the 
American, there are 12 rules 
of American fl ag etiquette 
and the fi fth code states the 
American fl ag should be 
at the center and highest 
point. The 12th code states 
that when the American fl ag 
is displayed with state fl ags, 
the American fl ag should be 
at the same height or higher. 
Please correct this.

 When it comes to the 
clock on the wall in the Lau-
rens County Courthouse, 
tear it down and paint over 
it.

 So the audit basical-
ly says Dublin City schools 
was a free for all - twice the 

employees needed, supple-
ments were off  the chart and 
credit card spending every-
where. That’s the Dublin 
Way�

 How does no one in
the fi nance department have 
a brain to sound the alarm. 
The audit is so embarrass-
ing. No one was checking 
anything.

Dublin City putting 
on a show with IGA, day-
care and medical clinics 
while there was non-exis-
tent fi nance rules. Slash it 
all�

 Dublin City is offi  cial-
ly a pile of 
A�%� The audit 
basically said everything 
was a fraud. It will now im-
plode and we can move on.

A certain board mem-
ber still saying “see we 
didn’t know.” You're not a 
smart business man if you 
couldn’t see there was no 
way to fund all the shiny 

things Fred wanted. And 
you gave him his salary.

So family members
were traveling at the school 
systems' expense. That 
should be criminal misuse 
of public funds.

 What do y’all think 
of Fred now" Audit shows 
he was incompetent or just 
plain criminal. The super 
oversees the system and he 
played us all�

 I am beyond embar-
rassed by Dublin City. The 
audit confi rms it was not 
the great system they tried 
to pretend it was. They were 
faking it and over spending 
like crazy.

The audit is so embar-
rassing! All those educated 
people and no one was look-
ing out for tax payers. Fred 
gave out money like it was 
candy. Will he ever answer 
for his mismanagement?
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SCOREBOARD

GIRLS HOOPS
Friday

#aMdXJn 6�, 
8esU -aurens ��

JeGGersPn $P� aU %uCMJn 
	nP sDPre reQPrUed


8asIJnHUPn $P� 60, &asU 
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Saturday
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BOYS HOOPS
Friday

#aMdXJn �3, 8- �� 
&- �3, 8"$0 6�

JeGGersPn $P� ��, %uCMJn �� 

Saturday
%uCMJn �0, 8- �� 
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BASKETBALL
Monday
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Tuesday
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TrJnJUy aU (aUeXPPd

8- aU 8esUsJde "uHusUa
/� p�m�

Friday
TrJnJUy aU #renUXPPd
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/� p�m�
%PdHe $P� aU &-/� p�m�

Saturday
&- aU TreuUMen/� p�m�

%uCMJn aU JPInsPn $P�
/� p�m�

PREP
SCHEDULE

CONTACT US�
&NaJM sQPrUs JnGPrNaUJPn UP 
UDIsQPrUs��!HNaJM�DPN, Pr 
DaMM 	���
 2�2���22, eYU� �03

'or .ercer football
 new head coach is an ace in the hole

5he 8est -aurens softball team honored its region superlatives upon gathering to reflect on another strong season 
last month� 5he 2025 campaign concluded with a ���5 overall record
 and though a single region loss to )arlem 
would relegate them to ��AAA runner�up
 the Raiders took their streak of state tournament appearances to siY as 
they advanced to $olumbus along with the final eight
 and were among the last three teams left in the running for 
the state title� 1layers achieving all�region recognition were 	from left
 1eyton $rabb 	second team all�region

 
%emmie .oss 	second team all�region

 K�K� 8ilson 	first team all�state
 first team all�region

 +acely )ogan 	first 
team all�state
 region player of the year

 .aggie 4hea -ord 	first team all�region

 .adison Brown 	second team 
all�region

 Allie 4ahli 	region honorable mention
 and $heyAnn 1hillips 	region pitcher of the year
 all�state 
honorable mention
/SPECIAL PHOTO

Raiders celebrate successful softball season

GHSA duals� WL wins ��AAA crown

West Laurens handled 
some fairly straightforward 
business Saturday in Milled-
geville as it took down a pair 
of challengers to capture a 
second-straight region duals 
wrestling title. 

The dominant victories, 
over Howard and Baldwin, 
propel the Raiders into the 
next Saturday's GHSA sec-
tionals at Troup High School 
in LaGrange, where they will 
open against Jenkins as one 
of 16 teams in the running 
for the state crown (in the 
team-based category that 
makes up the first phase 

of the GHSA's postseason) 
over the two coming week-
ends. 

Dublin and East Laurens 
teams finished just shy of 
sectional berths (awarded 
to only the top two) despite 
strong showings in Fitzger-
ald at the 1-A area champi-
onship meet, where Toombs 
County took the top spot. 

The third-place Irish 
were edged only slightly by 
the host Purple Hurricane in 
their final match for second 
in the standings. The Fal-
cons, who rebounded from 
an early defeat to advance in 
the loser's bracket, wrapped 
up the day in fifth place. 

West Laurens, along with 
Harlem, enjoyed a first-
round bye that made Satur-
day's path to first a simple 
one-two proposition. And 
the Raiders put up a similar 
number in both matches, 
though Howard provided 
the slightly stiffer opposition 
in the first with pins in the 
120 and 128-pound weight 
classes to account for its 12 
total points. 

Seven pins, a technical 
fall, one sudden victory and 
three no-contests added up 
to 68 on the other side of the 
board. 

Host Baldwin knocked 
off Harlem 40-36 to ad-

vance as their challenger in 
the finals, though the Braves 
provided opposition in only 
five of 14 weights, grabbing 
points by TF at 165 and 1-0 
decision at 285 in the early 
stages of a chippy match.  

West's Zorian Willis won 
by 9-7 decision at 175, and 
Jayden Watkins and Maxx 
Chafin recorded pins at 190 
and 215 in the only other 
contested bouts before Bald-
win forfeited the rest of the 
side. The final count was 69-
8. 

The Huskies gained a 
slight upper hand on Bald-
win – down a man due to an 
ejection vs. West Laurens ±  

to win the runner-up match 
36-30. 

Dublin rode an early win 
streak to two sizable wins, 
60-12 over Treutlen and 62-
18 over Montgomery Coun-
ty, to reach the final three of 
the 1-A tournament, but fell 
to eventual champ Toombs 
52-26 in the semifinal. 

The Irish fell by only a 
two-point margin in their 
do-or-die match for "true 
second," as Fitzgerald took 
the 40-38 victory (hinging 
on a couple of forfeits and a 
handful of close matches the 
'Canes ended by pin for max 
points) to advance.

From STAFF REPORTS

%ublin Kust misses punching sectional ticket
 &- finishes 5th at area

MACON – About 15 
years ago, for only a few 
short months, Joel Taylor 
made his living at a table 
lined with felt instead of a 
field made of turf.

The former South Caroli-
na State football player had 
just been laid off at his alma 
mater, where he worked as 
an assistant coach for part-
time pay.

“I don’t think it was like, 
µI’m not doing a good job’ or 
anything, it was just because 
of what was happening eco-
nomically across the coun-
try,” Taylor said of losing his 
gig at South Carolina State.

So, with his back against 
the wall and dreading the 
possibility of working in a 
cubicle, Taylor turned to one 
of the things he loved most 
besides football: poker.

The man who had been 
crushing opposing players 
with tackles and picking off 
passes as a defensive back 
just a few years prior made 
a living at the table, outwit-
ting others while getting a 
little lucky with the draw. 

Instead of reading the 
quarterback’s eyes, Tay-
lor read the expressions of 
his opponents. He studied 
probabilities instead of play-
books, sometimes taking a 
gamble on a hand the way 
he might have gambled on 
jumping a route.

That life feels worlds 
away now. 

Taylor — who eventual-
ly returned to the gridiron 
after those few months at 
the poker table — became 
Mercer’s newest head foot-
ball coach in December. He 
succeeded Mike Jacobs, a 
coach who took the Bears 
to new heights. Taylor took 
over a program with some of 
the best momentum in the 
country at the FCS level.

He is already familiar 
with Macon, as he spent 
three years as Mercer’s de-
fensive coordinator from 
2020-23 while the Bears 
began their climb to the top 
of the Southern Conference 
— he mentioned that he and 
his wife love the city, giving 
them more of a reason to re-
turn. 

Though Taylor has big 
shoes to fill now that Mer-
cer has won back-to-back 
SoCon championships, it 
seems like a home-run hire.

Indeed, Taylor’s brief 
poker career does seem like 
a distant memory — until it 
doesn’t.

Taylor’s time playing 
poker was, in some ways, 
indicative of the incredi-
ble journey that led him to 
Mercer. It showed how his 
mind works, how he could 
apply his smarts to the field 
and make football decisions 
with both analytics and his 
gut feelings. It showed how 
willing he was to grind.

The chance of poker also 
mirrors Taylor’s coaching 
career, which feels a bit like 
it is guided by destiny.

“People always said, 
‘You’re going to be a coach 
one day.’ I didn’t know what 
they meant by that,” Taylor 
said. “But now I love the 
game, and I understand.”

A fisI out of water���
Surprisingly, the Brook-

lyn-born, South Caroli-
na-raised athlete who is now 
Mercer’s head coach did not 
play football until he was in 
high school.

Baseball was Taylor’s 
first love. He was a pitcher, 
first baseman and outfield-
er and enjoyed every sec-
ond of it. After he broke his 
wrist two seasons in a row, 
though, he eyed football 
when he got to tenth grade.

“I was a fish out of water. 

I didn’t know much about 
it,” Taylor said. “I started 
out as a running back. I got 
smoked one time and I was 
like, ‘Yeah, this is probably 
not for me.’”

It didn’t take long for 
Taylor to find his niche as 
a defensive back. He quick-
ly excelled in high school 
despite his late start, then 
moved on to South Caro-
lina State. Though he was 
declared ineligible his fresh-
man year because of aca-
demics — Taylor said he 
became a diligent student 
after that tough first year — 
he eventually became a team 
captain for the Bulldogs and 
finished his career with a 
conference championship.

Then there was the ques-
tion all athletes must an-
swer, the one some strug-
gle with more than others: 
what’s next?

“When my coach asked 
me that, I didn’t know. I 
knew I didn’t want to work 
in a cubicle … but I had been 
kind of brainwashed to think 
I had to get a 9-to-5 job like 
that,” Taylor said. “He said, 
‘Why don’t you come work 
with me?’ And that sounded 
pretty good.”

There was just one prob-
lem.

“The next words out of 
his mouth after that was, 
‘OK, I can’t pay you,’” Taylor 
said, recalling the interac-
tion with a grin. “I was like, 
‘Huh? Are you kidding?’ 
I just got my degree, I’m 
ready to get paid.”

But by then, Taylor had 
fallen in love with football. It 
was too late to turn back. He 
took the job and scraped by 
until he became a paid assis-
tant with the Bulldogs.

That was from 2005-08. 
After his brief foray into pok-
er, Taylor joined the staff at 
Lenoir-Rhyne. He would re-
turn there later on, part of a 
trend of Taylor coming back 
to different schools for a sec-
ond stint as a coach — just 
as he eventually returned to 
Mercer.

After heading back to 
South Carolina State from 
2010-13, Taylor made a 
coaching stop at The Cita-
del that proved to be an im-
pactful post for the budding 
football mind.

“That’s probably my 
greatest memory, when 
we upset South Carolina,” 
Taylor said. “I mean, we’re 
talking about The Citadel. 
They don’t always get the 
best players. We went out 
there, they played their 

butts off and we beat an SEC 
team.”

After that, Taylor kept 
moving up. He returned to 
Lenoir-Rhyne and became 
a full defensive coordina-
tor for the first time, then 
moved to become Mercer’s 
DC when head coach Drew 
Cronic stepped in.

From 2020-23, Taylor 
helmed a Mercer defense 
that produced the program’s 
two all-time leading tack-
lers, Ken Standley and Isaac 
Dowling. The Bears reached 
the FCS playoffs for the first 
time ever in 2023.

Taylor’s most recent stop 
was his first head coaching 
gig. At West Georgia, he only 
won four games in his first 
season but turned the team 
around for an 8-3 campaign 
in 2025 that saw the Wolves 
average more than 350 yards 
per game on offense.

Now it’s time — as is the 
nature of a football coaching 
career — for Taylor’s biggest 
challenge so far.

He’s not too worried.

TaLing it to tIe neYt level��� 
Taylor will have high ex-

pectations at Mercer. The 
Bears have grown tremen-
dously in the past decade — 
Taylor was there for part of it 
under Cronic — but the past 
two seasons have taken that 
to a new high with back-to-
back conference titles.

Previous head coach 
Mike Jacobs finished his 
time at Mercer with an in-
credible 20-6 overall record 
and a 15-1 mark in confer-
ence play. Taylor thinks he 
can sustain some of that mo-
mentum.

“The biggest thing for me 
coming back here was taking 
it to the next level. I kind of 
equate it to running a race, 
right? (First Mercer head 
coach) Bobby Lamb had the 
first leg, Drew had the sec-
ond leg and Mike had the 
third one,” Taylor said. “I 
want to be that last leg, the 
finisher.”

To achieve that, Taylor 
recognizes he has to develop 
a culture and learn how to 
navigate the Southern Con-
ference, one of the most tal-
ented FCS football leagues.

“I take a little bit from ev-
erybody. I call myself a cha-
meleon,” Taylor said of his 
coaching style. “I can be the 
motivator, I can be the sche-
matical guy, I can be the guy 
that brings hell down on you. 
I can be cool, but I’m gonna 
be on you like white on rice. 
If you don’t like it, you can 
leave.”

Mercer’s defense, which 
was one of the best in the 
country against the run 
last season, will look to 
thrive again under a defen-
sive-minded coach. Taylor 
will also try to keep the of-
fense rolling.

Mercer’s immense suc-
cess, ironically, makes said 
momentum harder for Tay-
lor to sustain. The Bears 
have lost some significant 
playmakers — guys like 
Jerry Rice Award-winning 
quarterback Braden Atkin-
son and the Southern Con-
ference’s top defender, edge 
rusher Andrew Zock — to the 

transfer portal, a fact Taylor 
readily acknowledges.

“In this era, the Braden 
Atkinsons of the world and 
the Andrew Zocks of the 
world, when they have tre-
mendous years like that, 
you’re going to lose those 
kids,” he said. “The key is to 
keep as many quality play-
ers as you can« if you offer 
them development, you will 
get commitment.”

Taylor hopes to instill 
that culture and have an in-
tense focus on recruiting, 
which he says is more cru-
cial than ever in today’s col-
lege football landscape. He 
wants to build off of Jacobs’ 
explosive success while carv-
ing out his own niche — one 
that players can immediately 
identify with.

“We’re building relation-
ships. That’s what I want 
to be, a good relationship 
builder,” the head coach 
said. “It might be like, ‘For 
the first month or so, you 
gonna hate me. But after 
that, we’ll be bonded for the 
rest of your life.’ If you ain’t 
buying into our standard, 
you can go kick rocks in flip 
flops.”

That’s Taylor’s mindset 
— he’s intense, but person-
able. He described himself 
as a “normal dude,” but it’s 
clear his passion for football 
has become immense.

“I did one interview 
where they asked me what 
my hobbies were. I said foot-
ball,” Taylor said. “My wife 
said, ‘You can’t say that.’”

The one hobby he does 
still engage with is — fitting-
ly, even if it’s on a limited ba-
sis — poker.

Taylor puts it on the TV 
while he pieces together 
plays, develops recruiting 
strategies and knocks out 
other coaching duties. He 
doesn’t participate anymore, 
but something about that 
strategy always draws him in 
and offers a pleasant back-
drop to his work.

With a dedicated leader 
and someone familiar with 
Macon at the helm for Mer-
cer’s next chapter, it seems 
the Bears — and Taylor — 
have been dealt a pretty 
good hand.

By MICAH +OHNSTON
Georgia Trust for Local News

':06 (05 50 K/08 8)&/ 50 )0-% '&.���'� &Yperience 
making the big decisions as a player
 defensive coordinator
 
head coach and ⚶ briefly ⚶ pro poker player have .ercer's 
new head coach +oel 5aylor ready to take on his newest gig 
back in .acon/SPECIAL PHOTO
 courtesy UWG AtIletics
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(randson has distanced himself from family
DEAR ABBY: My grand-

son "Ethan" and his fiancee 
lived with his mother until 
four years ago. When they 
moved out, they decided not 
to give his parents their new 
address. It has been several 
years since my daughter has 
seen her son. Apparently, 
they occasionally text. 

Ethan was married seven 
months ago. He didn't invite 
his parents as he felt they 
would "make it about them-
selves" and distract from his 
day. He said I'd be invited to 
his wedding and would re-
ceive a nice picture from the 
photographer. The wedding 
date came and went. I saw 
pictures on social media, so 
I knew it had transpired. At 
the time, my gut feeling was 
that he felt awkward inviting 
me and his aunt but not his 
parents. 

In the past, I have sent 
Ethan a check on his birth-
day and at Christmas and 
helped him financially with 
vehicle repairs. Although 
I was not invited, I sent a 
congratulatory card for the 
wedding, with a significant 
check enclosed. He cashed 
the check but did not ac-
knowledge receipt of the 
card. 

Because neither he nor 
his wife acknowledged my 
wedding gift, I am debating 
what to do for his next birth-
day. Should I ignore the oc-
casion, or be an example of 
unconditional love and send 
a card" I will not send him 
money, as I think it was be-

yond rude not to acknowl-
edge my wedding check. 
What would Dear Abby do" 
-- ESTRANGED BY ASSO-
CIATION 

DEAR ESTRANGED: 
Dear Abby would recognize 
that not being invited to the 
wedding, after being told I 
would be, was a breach of 
etiquette. That I lovingly 
sent a check as a wedding 
gift, which was cashed with 
no acknowledgment, would 
indicate (to me) that my 
grandson has chosen to dis-
tance himself from me. By 
all means, send a birthday 
card if you wish, but please 
don't be surprised when it, 
too, garners no response. 

DEAR ABBY: My 25th 
class reunion is coming up, 
and I'm debating whether to 
go because I'm not sure how 
to handle a conversation 
that is sure to come up. I was 
very close to my classmates 

until five years ago, when 
my husband and I faced a 
series of family tragedies 
that took all of my time and 
energy. The worst was losing 
a daughter who would have 
been graduating this year. 

I'm ready to reconnect 
with my old friends, but how 
do I deal with casual conver-
sations without making light 
of the situation or being a 
wet blanket" If someone 
asks, "How is your daughter 
doing"" I need to have a rea-
sonable response that isn't 
going to be awful for both of 
us. The thought of having to 
talk about it makes me want 
to stay home. Advice" -- UN-
DECIDED IN LOS ANGE-
LES

DEAR UNDECIDED: 
Please accept my sympathy 
for the loss of your daughter. 
If someone at the reunion 
hasn't already heard about 
her death and asks how 
she's doing, respond with 
the truth, which is that she 
passed away several years 
ago. If someone asks for the 
details, simply say you don't 
want to discuss it further 
and change the subject. 

   
Dear Abby is written 

by Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN
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EASY ERROR TO MAKE

Neither vulnerable, South deals

NORTH
♠ Q 10 6 2
♥ Q 10 6
♦ Q 10 5 3
♣ A K

WEST EAST
♠ Void ♠ 9 8 5 4 3
♥ A K J 9 8 7 ♥ 5 4
♦ K J 2 ♦ 8 4
♣ 9 6 5 4 ♣ Q 10 7 2

SOUTH
♠ A K J 7
♥ 3 2
♦ A 9 7 6
♣ J 8 3

The bidding:
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1♦ 1♥ Dbl* Pass
1♠ 2♥ 4♠ All pass
*Negative

Opening lead: Ace of ♥

Four spades was the popular 
contract when this deal was played 
at a tournament some years ago. The 
defense usually started with the ace, 
king, and jack of hearts. Most of the 
East players ruffed with the eight of 
spades. Declarer over-ruffed with the 
jack and cashed the ace of spades, 
getting the bad news. They continued 

with a low diamond away from the 
ace. It did not matter whether West 
took his king or played low. If West 
played low, it didn’t matter whether 
South played the queen or the 10 
from dummy. If West played low 
and dummy won the trick, South just 
continued with a diamond to his ace 
and another diamond. Whatever West 
played after winning his diamond 
king, South was able to draw the 
trumps and make his contract.

There was a winning defense but 
not many found it. East should not 
ruff the third heart but rather discard 
a diamond. South had opened the 
bidding one diamond and he could 
only discard one diamond on the 
queen of hearts – not enough to 
avoid a diamond loser if had had one. 
Declarer would not be able to draw 
East’s trumps. If declarer tried giving 
up an early diamond trick, West 
would be able to give East a diamond 
ruff. Seems pretty simple to us, but 
many East players missed this play. 
Was it hard to see at the table? What 
do you think?

(Bob Jones welcomes readers’ 
responses sent in care of this 
newspaper or to Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC., 16650 Westgrove 
Dr., Suite 175, Addison, TX 75001.)

GOREN BRIDGE

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 12, 2025

ACROSS
1 Shady business
5 Unwanted fungus
9 Bits of info

14 “The Wizard of 
Oz” dog

15 Song in an opera
16 Big poker bet: 2 

wds.
17 Pirate’s plunder
18 Seagoing force
19 Immune system 

component
20 6th-to-8th grade 

institution: 2 wds.
23 By way of
24 So far
25 City 

thoroughfares
29 Milk holders
33 “__ you kidding?”
34 Winter and spring
36 Really impress
37 __ and cheese
38 Hot breakfast 

drink
39 Bitter emotion
40 Plastic additive: 

Abbr.
41 Parish leaders
45 Hush-hush 

bureau: Abbr.
46 Pain-relieving pill
48 Activate
50 __ Speedwagon 

(rock band)
51 Praiseful poem
52 Classic 1984 Dan 

Aykroyd comedy
58 Blood vessels
59 Working hard: 2 

wds.
60 Box-office flop
63 Not from a major 

studio
64 Garden entrance
65 Notion
66 Company 

bigwigs, for short
67 Tool building
68 Real estate

DOWN
1 The Cardinals’ 

city: Abbr.
2 Dove’s sound

3 Molecule part
4 Reason for action
5 Directive
6 Mouth-related
7 Not prerecorded
8 24-hour periods
9 Dads

10 Louisa May __
11 Scat singer Laine
12 Cash drawer
13 “Celebrity 

Jeopardy!” show: 
Abbr.

21 Perishes
22 Greenish-blue
25 Afro-Brazilian 

dance
26 Ensnares
27 Sum up
28 Evening gown 

fabric
29 Shore
30 In debt
31 Like Odin and 

Loki
32 Solemnly 

promise
35 “__ if I care!”
41 Irons

42 Violent protest
43 Ran slowly
44 Cole slaw or 

French fries
47 Wryly funny
49 Rodent kept as 

a pet
52 Baby boomers’ 

kids: 2 wds.

53 __ and seek
54 Totes and 

clutches
55 Provo’s state
56 Location
57 Carbonated drink
58 Compete
61 “A Few Good __”
62 Terrible
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who came up to receive a gift from 
the board.

“I really appreciate our board, 
school system, community and ev-
erybody who is involved in this,” 
Burdette said. “Winning is ex-
tremely difficult and I think any-
body who has been in athletics 
knows how hard it is. There are a 
whole lot of people involved, we 
are really fortunate here and ev-
erything came together at the right 
time.” 

Burdette said this year’s team 
was “the perfect storm.”

“We were very blessed,” he 
said. “I’m really excited to recog-
nize these players.” 

In other meeting news:
- The board approved Sports 

Turf Company to replace the tracks 
at East Laurens High School and 
WLHS.

“This would put both schools 
on the same rotation,” Hall said. 
“The tracks will be guaranteed 
for about 10 to 12 years. It should 
be a while before we have to do it 
again.”

Hall stressed that this work will 
not impact the upcoming track 
season.

“We will go through the sea-
son on the current tracks and then 
construction will start after that,” 
Hall said. 

- Northwest Laurens Elemen-

tary School was given the Clean 
School Award.

- West Laurens High School’s 
art was on display for board mem-
bers and people in the audience to 
look at during and after the meet-
ing.

- The board approved the new 
hiring of Kevin Daniel, mainte-
nance.

- The board approved the re-
tirements of Kathy Harrison, 
teacher at WLHS and Jeff John-
son, teacher at WLHS.

- The following resignations 
were approved: Abbie Finch-
er (food nutrition assistant 
at WLHS), Walter Lunsford 
(bus driver for Laurens County 
Schools), Amy McLaughlin (teach-

er at East Laurens Elementary 
School), Mary Ann Medina (custo-
dian at WLHS), Charles Perez (bus 
shop for Laurens County Schools) 
and Denise Wooden (teacher at 
WLHS).

- The board approved the FY 27 
budget development calendar.

- Ryan Dixon was re-appointed 
as legal counsel.
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In other business, the com-
missioners:

• Approved the purchase of 
two sets of extrication tools, at 
$32,000, for Rural Fire to be 
used at Minter and East Dub-
lin fire stations.

• Approved the 2026 qual-
ifying fees to run for county 
commissioner ($144.14) and 
county school board ($108).

• Approved a $3,400 per 
month contract to Sikes Avia-
tion to continue operating and 
providing fuel service at the 
county airport.

� Voted to continue serving 
as fiscal agent for Family Con-
nection.

• Approved a request from 
the sheriff's office to declare a 
Chevy Tahoe as surplus equip-
ment to be traded in on a new 
Dodge Durango. The Tahoe 
was purchased with proceeds 
from the commissary, as will 
the Durango, said sheriff's 
Maj. Alan Baggett.

 • Accepted a bid from Mid-
state Striping for $99,750 to 
re-stripe 32 miles of county 
roads currently being or sched-
uled to be repaved.

• Appointed Phil Bazemore 
to the Land Bank Authority.

 • Approved a language ac-
cess plan required for the fed-
eral Community Development 
Block Grant program.

working with you guys. 
Miss Brenda, I'd love to have 
you elected for four more 
years," Mathis said. "We might 
not always see eye-to-eye on 
all things, but she's a fair lady 
who is always willing to listen 
to both sides."

In her announcement, 
Chain described herself as "a 
woman of integrity and value."

"I value honesty, hard work 
and determination. My purpose 
for running for a third term is 
simple – to continue to be a 
servant leader. I will continue 
to be your voice by looking out 
for the best interest of the ma-
jority of Laurens County. I will 
forever represent the values of 
family and hometown."

Raiders football coach Kip Burdette discusses his team's 2025 success on the gridiron during as last week's 
board meeting/PAYTON TOWNS III

CHAIN
Continued from page 1

MLK BREAKFAST
Continued from page 1

COUNTY COMMISSION
Continued from page 1

SCHOOL BOARD
Continued from page 1

ty, the 100 Black Men 
of Savannah, Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity Inc. 
Tau Beta Sigma Chap-
ter and First Taberna-
cle Missionary Baptist 
Church. He also serves 
on the board of direc-
tors of Senior Citizens 
Inc. and the Coastal 
Georgia Council, and 
is a member of the Sa-
vannah State National 
Alumni Association.

For tickets to the 
breakfast or for more 
information, contact 
Francis Wells at (478) 
697-7858, Carol Ed-
wards at (478) 998-
0232 or any member 
of the Black Festival 
Committee.

relations experience work-
ing with progressive organi-
zations to change public pol-
icy, promote diversity and 
inclusion, and create new 
inroads for future gener-
ations. His experience in-
cludes working with nation-
al civil and human rights 

organizations to promote di-
versity and multiculturalism 
in various municipalities, 
foundations, corporations 
and Fortune 500 companies 
including Walmart, Compu-
credit, City of Atlanta, City 
of New Orleans, City of Pen-
sacola, Barnes and Noble 
Books, Cracker Barrel, Kro-
ger, Home Depot, Southern 
Partners Fund, Marguerite 

Casey Foundation, Ford 
Foundation, Veatch Foun-
dation, Public Welfare 
Foundation, John Deere 
Tractors and the Southern 
Company.

Honorary escorts will 
be East Laurens High 
School Coaches Dwayne 
and Danielle Lowther. 
The Lowthers coach the 
ELHS softball team. Dan-
ielle, who is a graduate of 
East Laurens, is the Lady 
Falcons basketball coach. 
Dwayne, who graduated 
from Dublin High, is the 
Falcons boys basketball 
coach. 

Hall said people will be 
able to register for the pa-
rade up to the day of the 
parade.

“It is set up where they 
can do it online electroni-

cally,” Hall said. “They can 
fill out the form, pay and 
jump in line.”

Besides the local high 
school bands, Hall ac-
knowledged that Savannah 
State University Band will 
be attending as well.

“They will be bringing 
three buses for the Savan-
nah State Band and there 
will be a lot folks from the 
band here,” Hall said.

Many churches will be 
participating and as of mid 
December, five partici-
pants on floats have signed 
up.

For more information 
about the parade, send 
Hall an email at dublin-
gamlkjparadecommittee@
gmail.com or call him at 
(478) 697-1107.
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ATLANTA — As lawmak-
ers return to the Georgia 
Capitol this week, they will 
focus on affordability.

While President Don-
ald Trump tries to address 
complaints about the cost of 
living, Georgia Republicans 
see the risk of a voter back-
lash.

They worry that the land-
slide defeat in November of 
two Republican incumbents 
on the state Public Service 
Commission could be a har-
binger for the November 
general elections.

So, members of the state 
Senate and House say they 
will be pushing pocketbook 
proposals this year.

“We’re laser focused on 
pursuing an agenda — when 
we start back next Monday 
— that makes life afford-
able,” said House Speaker 
Jon Burns, a Republican 
from Newington.

In a briefing Wednesday, 
he said he and his chamber 
would focus on local prop-
erty taxes, which he blamed 
for undermining the Amer-
ican dream of homeowner-
ship.

“For many of the fami-
lies in our state, because of 
those property taxes, that 
dream appears to be unat-
tainable,” he said. “We need 
to do something about it. 
And we’re going to do some-
thing about it.”

Senate Republicans are 
concerned about taxes, too. 
But they are targeting the 
state income tax.

On Wednesday, a Senate 
study committee recom-
mended eliminating it on 
the first $50,000 earned by 
individuals and $100,000 
for couples.

The committee, led by 
Sen. Blake Tillery, R-Vida-
lia, also recommended abol-
ishing the $16 billion tax en-
tirely by 2032.

But first, he said, law-
makers must help those 
struggling most with rising 
costs by exempting them 
from the 5.19% income tax.

“Georgia families are 
feeling the burden of afford-
ability,” said Tillery, who, 
as chairman of the Senate 

Appropriations Committee, 
will have significant say over 
the state budget. “They’re 
talking about how high their 
power bill is. They’re talking 
about how much child care 
costs, how much their gro-
cery bill is.”

Last spring and summer, 
legislators held hearings to 
study rising medical costs, a 
topic that could lead to leg-
islation, as well. The House 
heard about a resulting lack 
of access to cancer care and 
about the impact of federal 
funding policy on the state 
public health system.

The end of COVID-19 
era subsidies for people 
who buy health insurance 
through the Affordable Care 
Act is expected to make 
coverage unaffordable for 
hundreds of thousands in 
Georgia. The Congressional 
fighting over the issue could 
spill into state politics.

U.S. Sen. Jon Ossoff, a 
Democrat, taunted Geor-
gia’s Republican delegation 
to the U.S. House over the 
issue, targeting those who 
want to unseat him in No-
vember.

“They support throwing 
half a million Georgians off 
their health insurance. They 
support more than a mil-
lion Georgians seeing their 
health insurance premiums 
double,” he said Thursday. 
Republicans should break 
with Trump and extend the 
tax credits, he said. It is a 
line he will surely repeat 
during this election season.

Health care was the sec-
ond issue Burns said the 
state House would tackle 
this year. His concern cen-
tered on recruiting and re-
taining doctors. His plan is 
to establish more opportu-
nities for future doctors to 
complete their residency 
in Georgia, since they tend 
to settle where they do that 
training.

The third top issue Burns 
mentioned was education. 
He said the state must do 
more to improve literacy 
rates, so he wants to put a 
literacy coach in every ele-
mentary school. It has been 
a major concern of his wife, 
Dayle, a retired educator 
who has been helping with a 
state literacy campaign.

By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

Affordability a top concern 
ahead of legislative session
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