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Firm to fill in during search for new county attorney

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

The Laurens County Commis-
sion voted Tuesday to hire a Geor-
gia law firm to fill in as the board
begins a search to replace long-
time county attorney Billy Kight.

Kight, who passed away Jan.
9, served as county attorney for

more than 30 years.

"We've got to do something as
far as having some kind of legal
representation on a temporary
basis while we decide what to do
about a county attorney," said
County Administrator Bryan Rog-
ers.

"I do feel like we need to have
something in place. Things hap-

pen commonly down there at the
jail where the sheriff might need
some kind of legal advice."

The firm, Tim Buckley and As-
sociates, "comes and does this for
counties when they are between
county attorneys," Rogers said,
noting that Buckley currently is
handling two cases for the sheriff's
department and has represented

the probate court here, as well.

Commission Chairman Jim-
my Rogers said the move will al-
low the board to avoid making
an "overnight decision" on a new
hire.

"We need someone to be with
us long-term," he said.

Commissioner Gerad Mathis
made the motion to hire Buckley,

and it passed unanimously.

"This will give us plenty of time
to look for a replacement who's
going to work with the county,"
said Mathis.

"We know that Mr. Billy is ir-
replaceable, with what he brought
to the table with his expertise, but
we've got to have someone in that
role of interim."

Mallow reminds crowd

at MLK Breakfast of
sacrifices’ of the past

By PAYTON TOWNS IlI

Senior Reporter

The guest speaker prom-
ised he would not speak
long and he was a man of
his word. While he kept his
promise, he did give an im-
pactful 11-minute speech.

State Sen. Derek Mal-
low was honored to speak
during the Monday’s Martin
Luther King Jr. Breakfast
held last Monday.

“I'm standing here be-
fore you today not only
as a state senator but as a
beneficiary of the sacrific-
es made by the generations
before me,” Mallow said. “I
do not take this responsi-
bility lightly. Many of you
stood, marched, organized
and prayed so that the doors
could open wider for those
who came after you. For
that, I said thank you.”

When reflecting on King’s

life and legacy, Mallow said
people can see and hear
his speeches that moved a
nation. Mallow mentioned
Claudette Colvin, who on
March 2, 1955, Colvin was
arrested when she was 15 for
refusing to give up her seat
to a white woman on a seg-
regated bus in Montgomery,
Alabama. Mallow pointed
out that this happened nine
months before Rosa Parks.
“(Colvin) was arrested,
handcuffed and jailed,” Mal-
low said. “She did not have a
podium or bully pulpit. She
did not have protection. She
just had conviction. Her act
of courage helped lay the le-
gal groundwork that would
dismantle bus desegrega-
tion and gave us the precur-
sor to Rosa Parks. Yet for
years, her name was pushed
to the margins and fringes
as an unknown, untold sto-
ry of the Civil Rights Move-
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Carol Carswell regales the MLK Breakfast crowd with a song/PAYTON TOWNS Il

ment.”

Colvin’s story showed
that the Civil Rights Move-
ment has not always been
carried by the famous but
from ordinary people who
made, “extraordinary choic-

State Sen. Derek Mallow, was the guest speaker for Monday’s Martin Luther King Jr.

Breakfast/PAYTON TOWNS liI

”»

es.

“Teenagers, laborers,
domestic workers, sanitary
workers, church mothers
and young people who de-
cided that dignity is non-ne-
gotiable,” Mallow said. “The

night before his assassina-
tion Dr. Martin Luther King
stood with striking sanita-
tion workers in Memphis,
Tenn. He declared we've
got to give ourselves to the
struggle until the end. Noth-

ing would be more tragic

than to stop at this point.”

King was trying
people  know

MLK BREAKFAST

Continued on page 10

to

let that

A crowd of about 500 were fed during the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast/PAYTON

TOWNS Il

Dublin-Laurens Black Hlstory Festival to ce/ebra te 50 years

By PAYTON TOWNS 11l

Senior Reporter

The Dublin-Laurens
County Black History Festi-
val Community Committee
Inc. is celebrating a mile-
stone this year.

The organization has
already kicked off its 50th
year with the Martin Luther
King Jr. parade and break-
fast held on Saturday and
Monday. The breakfast, in
fact, had more than 500
people attend on Jan. 19.

“That is a good prob-
lem to have,” said Fran
Wells, president of the Dub-
lin-Laurens Black History
Festival Community Com-
mittee. “I was thrilled to see
that big of crowd.”

And that is just the be-
ginning. The 31st annual
Soul Food Expo will be held
at noon on Jan. 31 at Dublin
Middle School. This event
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The Soul Food Expo is one of the festival’s most popular events/PAYTON TOWNS I

began with five vendors
and 30 people attending at
Susie Dasher. It has grown
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soul food served up by local
cooks. The admission for all
the food, along with water
or a soda, one can eat only
costs $15.

“You can’t go anywhere
and eat for that price,” Wells
said.

Wells and the Rev.
Johnathan Lewis started
the Soul Food Expo as a
vision to bring people to-
gether in the community

A choir performs during the 2025 Youth Career Day event
/PAYTON TOWNS llI

through food.

“Most people can come
together over food,” Wells
said. “People will unite in
food for some reason.”

Especially with selec-
tions of Southern cuisine.
Local churches, businesses
and individuals will bring
out their favorite and best
serving of whatever they
want to serve. Even Wells
has been known to bring
neckbone soup, barbecue
neckbones and one year she
brought chitlins and rice.

“It just depends on how
I feel on what I cook,” Wells

said.

“There will be all kinds of
chicken, all kinds of meat,
cornbread, greens and des-
serts.”

The Paint, Punch & But-
terfly event, for mothers
and their daughters, will be
held at 11 a.m. on Feb. 7 at
Dublin High School. The
annual Ministerial Program
will take place a day later at
4 p.m. at Word of Harvest.
Minister Keshawn Hurst
will be the guest speaker.

BLACK HISTORY

Continued on page 10



The Courier Herald

Thursday, January 22,2026 - 2

OBITUARIES

Louise (Babo)
Shannon Foskey

Louise (Babo) Shannon
Foskey, 98, of Dublin Ga.
Went to be with her Lord
on Jan. 18, 2026. Stanley
Funeral Home and Crema-
tory will conduct services at
Minter Baptist church 1011
Pleasant Springs Church
Rd, East Dublin, GA 31027.
Visitation Friday Jan. 23 1
p.m. - 2:45 p.m. Service at 3
p.m.. Burial will be at Mint-
er cemetery. Officiating will
be Pastor Mark Davidson
and David Smith.

Louise (Babo) was a life-
long resident of Laurens
County and grew up in the
CedarGrove community.
Preceding in death was her
husband, Ullis Foskey. Her
parents, Willie and Mary
Will Shannon, Brothers,
John B. (Mary Jo) Shannon,
Charles (Barbara) Shannon,
Robert Shannon, Harold
(Gamble) Shannon. Sisters,
Mavis (Hugh) Wood, Ann
(Herbert) Sheppard, Nina
(Emmet) Lake, Carrie Bell
(Ovid) Foskey, Mary Love
(Richard) Dominy. She is
survived by her brother, Os-
car Shannon and her dear
sister-in-laws, Christine and
Phyllis Shannon that were
like sisters to her. She is
survived by two daughters,
Ava Smith of Tennessee and
Ellen Hill of East Dublin.;
grandchildren, Lance (Ni-
cole) Padgett, Dawn (Ken-
ny) Snow, Andrew (Jemmie)
Smith, Stephanie (Dominic)
Silvani and David ( Shan-
non) Smith; great-grand-
children, Spencer Coile,
Morgan Brown, Elaina
Ross, Austin Padgett, Brit-
tney Hood, Mikaelyn Smith,
Kaleb Smith, Jura Smith,
Zea Smith, Sylvan Smith;
and great-great-grandchil-
dren, Hadley Kate, Knox,
Memphis, Maverick, Juliet,
Ivey, Isaac and Braxton. She
served as a second mama to
her many nieces and neph-
ews.

Louise spent all of her life
singing gospel music and
was a member of the Shan-
non Sisters Trio. She also
sang in a quartet with her
brothers and sisters til she
was 85 years old. Music and
singing was her passion! She
loved traveling all over mid-
dle Ga. in local churches
carrying her love for Jesus
in song. Louise was a faith-
ful member of Union Baptist
Church until she was unable
to attend. Previously she was
a faithful member of Minter
Baptist Church where she
raised her children. She
will be greatly missed by the
community.

Pallbearers will be Lance
Padgett, Andrew Smith,
David Smith, Kaleb Smith,
Spencer Coile, Reese Fos-
key and Phil Gay. Honorary

BIRTHDAYS

Jan. 22
Dennis Dobbins
Georgianna O’Neal

Jan. 23
Willie Leon Smith

Pallbearers...Kenny Snow,
Dominic  Silvani, Cregg
Dominy, Stan Sheppard,
Russell Sheppard, Denver
Shannon.

Rather than sending
flowers, the family would be
deeply grateful for contribu-
tions for a family memorial.

https://venmo.com/u/
ava-smiths7

Stanley Funeral Home
and Crematory/Dublin
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the
Online Register Book please
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com.

Arthur Smith

William “Bill”  Arthur
Smith, 95, of Waynesville,
North Carolina, passed away
peacefully Jan. 14, 2026.
Born on Sept. 17, 1930, in
Mineral Point, Wisconsin,
Bill lived a life marked by
service, devotion, and love
for his family and friends.

Bill proudly attend-
ed Maggie Valley Baptist
Church, and his faith was
a guiding light throughout
his life. He was married to
his beloved wife, Barbara
Smith, for 58 years. Togeth-
er, they raised their son, Ja-
son Smith, and welcomed
daughter-in-law Amy Smith
into their family. Bill was
a cherished grandfather to
Avery, Braydon, and Colton,
and his loyal dog Sophie was
always by his side.

Bill was preceded in
death by his parents Edward
and Gladys Wrecker Smith,
along with 11 siblings: Dean,
Carl, Leonard, Harley, Don,
Gladys, Margelyn, John,
Shirley, Wayne and Edward.
He is survived by his young-
est sister Jackie Larkin of
East Dubuque, Illinois. Each
of his siblings held a special
place in his heart.

He served his country
honorably, retiring after 20
years in the Air Force, and
later continued his dedica-
tion to service through his
work in civil service at Rob-
ins Air Force Base in Geor-
gia.

In retirement, Bill found
joy in spending time with his
family, listening to gospel
music, tending to his yard
and flowers, and enjoying
the companionship of So-
phie. His warmth, kindness,
and steadfast spirit will be
deeply missed by all who
knew him.

Funeral services will be
held at 2 p.m., Friday, Jan.
23, 2026 at the Mary Whita-
ker Townsend Memorial
Chapel of Townsend Broth-
ers Funeral Home with buri-
al to follow at Walnut Creek
Baptist Church Cemetery.

The family will receive
friends from 12:30 p.m. un-
til funeral hour at the funer-
al home

Please visit wWww.
townsendfuneralhome.com
to sign the online memorial
register.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of
the arrangements.
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Dorotny Defendiefer
artman

Dorothy Defendiefer
Hartman of Cadwell, Ga.
passed away Jan. 20, 2026
at the age of 96 and a half.
Dorothy was born on July
18,1929 in Struthers, Ohio,
the fifth of six children born
to Ross and Anna Jackson
Defendiefer.

She graduated from
Struthers High School in
1947 and was the Queen of
her senior prom. Dorothy
worked as a secretary for a
law firm, insurance compa-
ny and for General Motors.
She met her future husband,
Charlie Marshall Hartman
while vacationing with her
friends in Miami Beach,
Fla. On Dec. 17, 1955 they
got married and first lived
in Miami, Fla. but moved to
Atlanta, Ga. where they lived
until 2005 when they moved
to Cadwell, Ga. They were
married almost 52 years.

Dorothy was a wonderful
wife and mother. She was
Marshall’s secretary for his
Exercycle business, but her
family was her priority and
she always made time to
listen to her daughters and
anyone else who wanted
her listening ear. She cared
deeply for people. Reading
the Bible was a priority as
well as listening to sermons.
She loved to sing hymns.
She was always careful to
remember and celebrate
birthdays and appreciated
sending & receiving letters
& cards. She loved to work
in the yard and to bake, and
her specialty was Apricot
Kolaches. No matter what
she did or where she was,
she was a picture of content-
ment.Though she was a pe-
tite beautiful lady, she had
a quiet unmatchable inner
strength.

Dorothy was prede-
ceased by her parents, all
five brothers and sisters and
her husband.

She is survived by two
daughters: Marsha Reed
(Jeff) of S.C., Pam Beding-
field (Jimmy) of Cadwell,
Ga.; six grandchildren:
Sheryl Hollis (Derek), Cher-
eese Rowe (Jonathan), Jen-
na Roberts (Daniel), Au-
drey Gray (Kurt), Weston
Bedingfield (Gracie), Ol-
ivia Mitchell (Jake); and
13 Great-Grandchildren:
Preston Hollis, Ellie Rowe,
Graham Hollis, Eva Rowe,
AnnaleeRoberts, Nathan
Hollis, Nathan Rowe, Rhett
Roberts, Blake Gray, Lil-
ly Gray, Micah Hollis, Witt
Roberts, and Bo Bedingfield.

On Jan. 31, 2011 Doro-
thy was stricken with blind-
ness. The family would like
to thank the special ladies
who helped us love and care
for Dorothy in her home for
15 years: Joyce Burney, Kay
Holland, Sally Erck, Alice
Grinstead, Jean Wilkes, and
in this last year the wonder-
ful staff of Addington Place
under the direction of Bran-
don & Adrian Thomas and
the staff of Georgia Hospice
Care.

Funeral Services will be
held at 3 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
22, 2026 at Cadwell Baptist
Church with private family
burial to follow at the Bed-
ingfield Family Cemetery,
Beasley Rd., Cadwell. The
family will receive friends at

By TY TAGAMI

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Georgians
now have another way to
give away money and get it
all back when they support
private school students in
Georgia after Gov. Brian
Kemp signed onto a federal
tax credit program.

The credit, established
under President Donald
Trump’s One Big Beautiful
Bill Act last year, gives fed-
eral taxpayers up to $1,700
back for each dollar they
give to authorized K-12
scholarship-granting orga-
nizations.

Kemp announced at the
state Capitol Tuesday that
he had signed the necessary
IRS form to opt Georgia
into the federal program.

“That’s probably the
happiest I've ever been
signing an IRS document,”
he quipped.

His action means peo-
ple and companies will
“be able to donate more of
their hard-earned dollars”
toward private education
in Georgia, said Lt. Gov.

2 p.m. until the funeral hour
at the church.

In lieu to flowers, dona-
tions may be made to: Billy
Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation at billygraham.org
or send to Cardwell Baptist
Church.

Please visit WWW.
townsendfuneralhome.com
to sign the online memorial

registry.

Jane Elizabeth
(Bennet) Selph

Jane Elizabeth (Ben-
nett) Selph, 67, of Eastman,
Ga., died on Friday, Jan. 16,
2026.

Funeral services were
held at 11 a.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 21, in Southerland Fu-
neral Chapel, with interment
in Parkerson Cemetery.

She is survived by her sis-
ter — Mattie Bennett Heath;
numerous nieces and neph-
ews including, Buddy, Kel-
vin, Candy, Rita, Richard,
Valerie, Stevie, Lisa, Bil-
ly, Rodney, Terry, Little
Bud and Robert; and many
great-nieces and nephews.

The family received
friends in Southerland Fu-
neral Chapel from 10 a.m. -
11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 21.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has
charge of arrangements.

Jesus Justo Gonzalez

Jesus Justo Gonzalez,
55, of Eastman, Ga, died on
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2026.

A funeral mass will be
held at 3 p.m. Friday, Jan.
23, at St. Mark Catholic
Church.

He is survived by his
daughters — Nayeli Justo
Liborio (Leobardo) and Ma-
ria Justo; grandchildren —
Leobardo and Sophia; and
brothers and sisters — Noe
Justo Gonzalez, Hilario Jus-
to Gonzalez, Magnolia Justo
Gonzalez and Maria Justo
Gonzalez.

The family will receive
friends and family in St.
Mark Catholic Church from
2 p.m. - 3 p.m. Friday, Jan.
23.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has
charge of arrangements.
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Burt Jones, a Republican
running for governor, who

attended Kemp’s press
conference.
Critics contend that

such programs divert gov-
ernment funding available
to support public educa-
tion.

But House Speaker
Jon Burns, R-Newington,
called Kemp’s decision a
step towards “education-
al choice and freedom for
students and families” and
said “more resources will
flow directly to students
who need them the most.”

The federal program is
limited to families earn-
ing under 300% of an area
median income. The me-
dian income in metro At-
lanta was about $82,000,
according to U.S. Census
data through 2023, which
would have placed the
qualifying threshold at un-
der $246,000 in annual
earnings.

The federal tax credits
will augment a state tax
credit program.

The Georgia Qualified
Education Expense Tax
Credit gives individuals up
to $2,500 back on their
state taxes for every dol-
lar they contribute to an
authorized student schol-
arship organization. The
organizations then award
scholarships to students.

Married couples can
get up to $5,000 in state
tax credits. Companies can
contribute significantly
more and get the money
back in tax credits.

The total state credits

Georgia taxpayers will now
get more back form K-12
private school contributions

are capped at $100 million
per year. They cost the state
$88.8 million in fiscal year
2025, according to a recent
report by state auditors.

“The credit merely shift-
ed education expenditures
from public to private
schools, with no impact on
the state economy,” the au-
ditors said in a summary.

The state and federal tax
credit programs are not the
only government-backed
support for students who
want to attend a Georgia
private school.

State lawmakers estab-
lished a direct taxpayer
funded program called the
Georgia Promise Scholar-
ship in 2024, and students
first started receiving mon-
ey last fall.

Enrollment was far
below anticipation, with
about 7,700 students par-
ticipating, Christopher
Green, president of the
Georgia Student Finance
Commission, said at a bud-
get hearing Tuesday.

His agency, which over-
sees the state tax credit
program, traditionally re-
ferred to as a voucher, is
slashing the budget request
for the scholarships in the
amended fiscal year 2026
budget.

Last year, the General
Assembly and Kemp ear-
marked $141 million for the
vouchers in the fiscal year
2026 budget, but Kemp
now wants to return $86
million of that allocation
to the general fund because
demand amounted to only
$55 million.

MOMENTS IN TIME

*On Feb. 2,1925, mush-
er Gunnar Kaasen and his
13 dogs successfully deliv-
ered an antitoxin serum to
Nome, Alaska, which was
dealing with a widespread
diptheria outbreak, in a re-
lay spanning 674 miles in
five and a half days and in
temperatures as low as 85
degrees below zero.

* On Feb. 3, 1780, Bar-
nett Davenport murdered
Caleb Mallory, in whose
house he was a boarder,
along with Mallory's wife,
daughter-in-law and two
grandchildren, in their
home. One of post-Revo-
lution America's most fa-
mous crimes, it contribut-
ed to a change in the way
the country viewed law-
breakers.

* On Feb. 4, 1703, 47
samurai were forced to dis-
play the ultimate act of loy-
alty to the regional Japa-
nese lord they had followed
by committing seppuku
-- ritually disemboweling
themselves -- for the crime
of killing the official who
had ordered the forced sui-
cide of said lord.

* On Feb. 5, 2003, U.S.
Secretary of State Colin
Powell gave a speech to the
United Nations outlining
America's case that Iraq
possessed weapons of mass
destruction and making an
argument for the invasion
that would take place the
following month. Unfortu-
nately, some of his talking
points were either incorrect

or misleading, and Powell
later described the speech
as a blot on his record.

* On Feb. 6, 1998, a
judge reinstated school-
teacher Mary Kay Letour-
neau's suspended sentence
and returned her to pris-
on for seven years after
she was caught violating a
no-contact order with her
former student, Vili Fua-
laau, when she was found
in a parked car with the
boy.

* On Feb. 7, 1984, Navy
captain Bruce McCandless
IT became the first human
to perform an untethered
spacewalk while in orbit
170 miles above the earth,
maneuvering freely with a
jet pack of his own design
after exiting the Challenger
space shuttle.

* On Feb. 8, 1994, actor
Jack Nicholson approached
Robert Blank's car while
they were stopped at a red
light in North Hollywood,
accused Blank of cutting
him off in traffic, and then
bashed Blank's roof and
windshield with a golf club.
Charges were dropped af-
ter Nicholson apologized
and the two reached an
undisclosed settlement
that included a report-
ed $500,000 check from
Nicholson.
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For the first time - chapter 4

This week, I present another chapter in a long line of
“firsts.” Of course, “firsts” are never absolute because
there was no one who was everywhere all of the time to
verify, chronicle, and document that it was truly for the
first time.

While his father, Chief William MecIntosh, visited his
cousin, Gov. George M. Troup in Laurens County, his son,
Chili McIntosh, attended schools in Laurens County. When
the Creeks removed to the Oklahoma Territory, McIntosh
became prominent in state affairs in the territory and is
often given credit for establishing the first school system
in Oklahoma. During the Civil War, when the Creeks allied
with the Confederate government, Chilli McIntosh served
as a colonel in the Confederate cavalry.

Barney Hester, a former East Laurens High School ath-
lete, ranks seventh on the all time list of coaching victories
in Georgia with 340. He was second among all coaches in
Georgia between 1990 and 2009 with 216.

Jonathan Sawyer, the founder, first merchant and first
postmaster of Dublin, Georgia, was named in 1818 as a di-
rector of the Bank of Darien, the largest bank in the United
States south of Philadelphia.

As a captain, Joseph Logue was the first officer in the
U.S. Navy to oversee the use of DDT to control mosquitoes
in combat zones in World War II. After being captured by
the Japanese, Logue was named to command the prisoners
held in Bilbub Prisoner of War Camp. After he command-
ed the U.S. Naval Hospital in Dublin, Logue was promoted
to Vice-Admiral.

Lt. Charles P. Ragan, of Laurens County, was one of
the first naval advisors sent to Vietnam in 1963. Lt. Ragan
served in Vietnam from April 12, 1963, to April 9, 1964, as
an adviser to the Vietnamese Navy's 22nd River Assault
Group. President Lyndon Johnson awarded the Bronze
Star to Ragan for outstanding courage, leadership, and
professional skill in the face of hostile fire during 13 com-

DID YOU KNOW ...?

bat operations against the Viet Cong.

Dr. Reece C. Coleman Jr. was named the Valedictori-
an of the 1932 Senior Class of the University of Georgia.
Dr. Coleman was one of trio of physicians to develop the
world’s first color camera to film the interior of a living
human body.

In 1911, E.D. White, of Laurens County, and Herschel
White, of Screven County, became the first brothers to
concurrently serve in the Georgia Legislature.

Henry C. Fuqua moved to what would become Laurens
County in the early 1800s. While the land across the river
was officially the property of the Creek Indians, Fuqua was
known to have ventured across the Oconee River to farm
the rich bottom lands on the other side. During his suc-
cessful career as a planter, Fuqua is given credit for being
the first farmer to use cotton seed as fertilizer.

Mrs. J.E. Perry was declared to be the first woman in
America, perhaps in the world, to accomplish a rather
mundane feat. In 1927, Mrs. Perry was said to have been
the first woman to have her hair done while flying in an
airplane.

Dublin’s Captain William Brooks Rice, the premier
planter in East Central Georgia, organized the founding of
the Georgia Farm Bureau Advisory Bureau in 1920.

Earl Weaver, a World Champion manager and Hall of
Fame inductee, was the player- manager for the Dublin
Orioles in 1958. Weaver ranks 26th among the winningest
managers, sixth in winning percentage, and first in most
wins per season with 94.6. Weaver managed the Orioles in
three world series, 1969, 1971 and 1979.

Howard Brown, while serving in the U.S. Navy, wit-
nessed the first explosion of a Hydrogen bomb at Eniwe-
tok Island on Nov. 1, 1952, during Operation Ivy. Brown
was later commended for saving many lives during a ty-
phoon.

Selina Burch, a native of Dublin, was one of the first fe-

By SCOTT B. THOMPSON SR.

male presidents of a Telephone Workers of America local
union in the United States.

Col. Lewis Cleveland Pope served as the first captain of
the first National Guard Company in the National Guard
in the Southeastern United States. The company, orga-
nized as Co. A, 121st Georgia Infantry Regiment, fought in
World War I under the regimental command of Col. Pope,
who died during the war.

Judge Peyton Wade, a Dublin attorney and a judge of
the Court of Appeals from 1914-1919, was chosen as the
Chief Judge of the Georgia Court of Appeals in 1916 and
served until his death in 1919. In 1885, Wade was award-
ed a place as a University of Georgia Junior Speaker for
graduation exercises that year. Wade was the editor of the
student-run newspaper. In 1886, as a senior, Wade was
elected by his classmates as Senior Poet and Senior Class
Orator. He was also a member of the first Board of Edi-
tors of The Pandora student yearbook (the first collegiate
yearbook in the Deep South. His poem, “Alma Mater,” was
a featured and popular poem in that first edition in 1886.
He was a member of the Phi Kappa literary society. Broth-
er Wade became a member of the Kappa Deuteron chapter
of Phi Gamma Delta by 1885.

Did a ‘Star Trek' actor almost wind up on a different sci-fi show?

By JACK BAGLEY

Georgia Trust for Local News

It's time for the first mea
culpa of 2026!

Yes, it seems I've been
caught in an error in the col-
umn two weeks ago.

In it, I mentioned the
fact that actor Michael J.
Fox's middle name doesn't
actually begin with a “J.”
That wasn't the error, how-
ever. The error was in the
listing of his birth. Isaid he
was born in 1981, when he
was actually born in 1961.

To his credit, Mr. Fox
wasn't the one who pointed
it out, and if he saw it at all
he probably appreciated my
taking 20 years off his age.

I do want to thank
my friend Hack Stone at
valorguardians.com for cor-
recting me on Mr. Fox's year
of birth. Now, on to this
week's trivia!

Did you know ...

... probability has actual-
ly been calculated regarding
the “monkey typing Ham-

let” saw? You know, the
one that says if you put a
hundred monkeys in a room
with a hundred typewrit-
ers, eventually they’d write
Hamlet. Well, the actual
probability of such a thing
happening is 10360,783.
I don’t know about you,
but I have no idea how big
a number that actually
is. (Maybe if the monkeys
wrote the National Enquir-
er, the probability would be
lower. Or perhaps they al-
ready do.)

... two of the belligerent
nations of World War II
have never actually ended
the war? Japan and Russia
never formally ended hos-
tilities following the Japa-
nese surrender in 1945. An
attempt was made in 2000
to finally sign a peace trea-
ty between the two nations,
but the attempt failed when
Russia refused to return to
Japan four offshore islands
it had occupied during the
war. (Talk about holding a
grudge!)

NOW HERE'S A TIP

Valentine’s Day is
banned in Iran? The Is-
lamic Republic’s govern-
ment prohibited celebrat-
ing Valentine’s Day in 2011.
According to the hardline
government, cards, teddy
bears, and other Valentine’s
gifts are part of “the spread
of Western culture” and
are against Iranian norms.
(Why am I not surprised?)

.. an iconic role in the
movie Ghostbusters was
meant for someone else?
The original 1984 film fea-
tured Bill Murray (born
1950) in the role of Peter
Venkman, and he played it
in the 1989 sequel as well.
But Murray was not the first
choice for the role of Venk-
man. The part was written
to be played by John Belushi
(1949-1982), but Belushi
died of a drug overdose be-
fore production could start.

... abeloved Star Trek ac-
tor almost ended up on an-
other science fiction show?
Actor James Doohan (1920-
2005) is known the world

By JOANN DERSON

King Features

* "For pastry cooking, try grating frozen
butter into the flour. It cuts in better and
will stay cool longer. This helps when I am
making shortbread, as the flour and butter
need to be combined. I don't end up having
to put it in the fridge to cool it back down."

-- C.S. in South Carolina

* Freshen stuffed animals by securing a
few in a pillowcase and adding a fabric soft-
ener sheet. Put in the dryer on low heat for
20 minutes, then remove and brush out the
fur if necessary while still warm.

* "Schedule important doctor's check-
ups, like your annual physical and dental
cleanings, in the same month each year, so
you will know when they are coming up. I

use my birth month. My mom always has
hers done in February." -- E.D. in Massa-

chusetts

right off!

* Here is an ingenious way to store
markers: Collect enough toilet paper rolls
to fill a shoebox standing upright. Paint or
decorate the outside of the shoebox with
brightly colored paper or paints. Fill with
the rolls. The markers stand upright in the
toilet paper rolls and they are kept standing
uniformly across the box. Much better than
a messy bin, where you can't see the colors
that are on the bottom.

* When you are finished pan frying
something, add a bit of water to the pan and
put it back on the still-warm burner while
you eat. When you come back to clean up
after dinner, the pan drippings will slide

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK SERVICES

The Laurens County Board of Commissioners (LCBC) is soliciting statements of qualifications from firms
interested in providing Construction Management At-Risk (CMA) services for the Renovations and Additions to

the Laurens County Senior Center in East Dublin, Georgia.

This Request for Qualifications (RFQ) seeks to

identify potential providers of the above-mentioned services. Some firms that respond to this RFQ, who are
determined by the Owner to be especially qualified, may be deemed eligible and may be invited to offer
proposals for these services. LCBC reserves the right to reject any or all statements of qualifications or
proposals, and to waive technicalities and informalities at their discretion.

The project involves all site work and building Renovations and Additions to the existing Laurens County
Senior Center located at 112 Nathaniel Drive, East Dublin, Georgia.

The prospective CMA firms will provide preconstruction services which may include, without limitation,
technical review, cost verification, cost evaluation, value engineering, schedule development, and schedule
evaluation, in addition to management of the construction. In addition, CMA firms will be responsible for
methods of construction, safety, and the scheduling and coordination of the work of all construction and
miscellaneous contracts required for completion of the project within its predetermined budget and schedule.
The successful CMA will be required to work collaboratively with the Architect and the Owner.

Interested parties should contact Bryan Rogers, County Administrator, to obtain a copy of the RFQ document.
CMA firms wishing to submit their qualifications in accordance with the requirements set forth in the
Request for Qualifications package must do so on or before Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at 2:00 P.M..

Mr. Bryan Rogers

County Administrator

117 E Jackson Street Dublin, GA 31040
e-mail: rogersb@dlcga.com
phone:(478) 272-4755

fax: (478) 272-3895

over as Montgomery Scott,
irascible Chief Engineer of
the USS Enterprise in Star
Trek. But not long after
Doohan was cast for the
second pilot episode of the
classic sci-fi series, he was
offered another a major role
in a different show — that
of the Chief Petty Officer
of the research submarine
Seaview in Voyage to the
Bottom of the Sea. Doohan
would have replaced actor
Henry Kulky (1911-1965),
who had played CPO Curley
Jones of the Seaview on the
first season of the series and
who had died suddenly af-
ter the season had finished
filming. Doohan chose to
keep his commitment to
Star Trek, even though the
series had not yet sold, and
Voyage went with actor Ter-
ry Becker (1921-2014) in
the new role of CPO Francis
Sharkey. (He was, indeed, a
miracle worker!)

... one of the most famous
rulers of ancient Egypt was
not Egyptian? Cleopatra
VII (69 BC-30 BC), famous
today for her affairs with
Julius Caesar (100 BC-44
BC) and Mark Antony (83
BC-30 BC), was actually of
Greek descent. She was the
last active ruler of Egypt un-
der the Ptolemaic kingdom.

=

After her death, Egypt was
annexed as a province of the
Roman Empire.

... the champagne used
to christen a ship is a mod-
ern substitute for human
blood? Back in the days
of the Vikings, they — and
various South Sea tribes —
would sacrifice people on
the prows of newly-built
ships so that the spirit of
the victim would guard the
craft. Later, wine was sub-
stituted for the blood, and
today we use champagne.
(Which is a good thing, if
you ask me.)

... pistachio nuts some-
times spontaneously com-
bust? That’s right, it’s pos-
sible for a bag of pistachio
nuts to break into a glorious
fire for no apparent reason.
Well, there is a reason, of
course. Pistachios are high
in fat, and low in moisture.
That causes them to be
self-heating, and if theyre
tightly packed, that can
have a blazing consequence.
When pistachios are trans-
ported, things like tempera-
ture and humidity have to
be carefully controlled to
prevent fire or even possi-
ble explosions. (That’s just
nutty.)

... movies once had some
very strange guidelines to

follow? From 1930 to 1968,
Hollywood had to follow
the Hays Code, named for
its first official censor, Will
H. Hays (1879-1954). Hays
was the first chairman of the
Motion Picture Producers
and Distributors of Ameri-
ca. His code had some very
strict guidelines regarding
the interaction of men and
women on screen. For ex-
ample: men and women
kissing in American films
would only be permitted if
one of the participants was
sitting or standing; all on-
screen married couples had
to sleep in twin beds; and if
a kiss happened in one of
those beds, at least one of
the spouses had to have one
foot on the floor. The Code
was replaced by the volun-
tary rating system of the
Motion Picture Association
of America in 1968. (And
actors and audiences are
glad of that.)

... the Greeks had a god
of sleep? His name was
Hypnos. Like most other
Greek gods, he carried over
into Roman mythology with
a different name; the Ro-
mans called him Somnus.
(I've had many nights when
I wished he’d come visit.)

Now ... you know!

I

The Courier Herald
cordially invites you to a

reception in honor of

Harriett Claxton

Thursday, January 29th
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
@ the Dublin Carnegie
311 Academy Ave.

Join us and celebrate her lifelong
contributions to the community and
the legacy of 50 Years Ago and

85 Years Ago.
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OUR TAKE...

A local pup looks confused by the snow during this
week’s winter storm/SPECIAL PHOTO

Stay safe and warm

The streets of Dublin have been a cold place lately.

No, there hasn't been a recent uptick in crime; we're
talking literally. It's cold outside. For the second year in
a row we've seen measurable snowfall. This week's win-
ter storm paled in comparison to the blizzard-like event
experienced last year which brought several inches of
fresh powder to the mid state and, to the delight of local
kids, closed schools.

A snow day is a once-in-a-life-time event around
here.

The weather we experienced this past Sunday was
the closest thing to perfect we could ever hope to see - a
magical snowfall, which forced us to slow our fast-paced
lives, followed by an afternoon of warmer temps and
sunshine. By evening in most places, you couldn't even
tell that it had snowed.

Current forecasts are calling for the potential of
more wintry weather this weekend, this time icy rain
with the risk of overnight freezing. Not the winter won-
derland we want.

Be careful out there. Check on your friends and fami-
ly. And don't forget to wear a big coat.

— Kyle Dominy

THOUGHT FOR TODAY

"I never set out to be weird. It was always other people who
called me weird."

- Frank Zappa

DAILY SCRIPTURE

"That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the world."

- Philippians 2:15

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY

January 22,2026 is...
+ National Hot Sauce Day
« National Polka Dot Day
« Celebration of Life Day
» Answer Your Cat's Questions Day
« Clashing Clothing Day
+ National Sanctity of Human Life Day
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More trains means more trucks on the roads

Georgia needs to have a
long and detailed conversa-
tion about trucks. Instead,
we're at least briefly dis-
tracted by trains.

There have been quite a
few news stories in circu-
lating in the last few weeks
about Georgia “getting se-
rious” about passenger rail.
“They’re” talking about this
in Chattanooga, Birming-
ham, Charlotte, and Savan-
nah. “They” are looking at
making Atlanta’s role as a
rail hub great again.

Who are “they”?

They are the consul-
tants and transportation
entities that received fund-
ing to study “high speed”
rail corridors for passenger
rail throughout the country
from the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law. $8 million
was appropriated from the
federal government to study
routes in Georgia with At-
lanta as a hub city. Their
reports are coming in, and
not surprisingly they all
give a full and uncondition-
al green light to...another
round of studies.

If you haven’t figured out
where this track is head-
ed, consider the weather.
We didn’t need a round
of weekend snow flurries
mixed with rain to throw
cold water on this story
that has been recycled more
times than Chattahoochee
river water flowing south
out of Atlanta.

We've seen these stud-
ies before. They're almost
always initiated with fed-
eral funding. They always
suggest more studies. But
the crucial element is that
they’re always tied to fund-
ing for propping up existing
rail service or funding big-
ger boondoggles elsewhere.

The same act that Geor-

gia’s Senators brag about
securing $8 million for us
gave California another $3.1
Billion for their attempt at
high speed rail construc-
tion. If California getting
almost 400 times more
money than Georgia seems
unfair, consider that there
is equality in the outcome.
Both states will have zero
new miles of track in opera-
tion because of these expen-
ditures.

Speed is an issue here,
both for the trains and for
the process in which the
federal government “helps”
move a project along by
mandating endless studies
that make actual construc-
tion impossible. Note that
a law to facilitate this was
passed five years ago. We're
just now seeing the first
set of studies of many that
would be required if the will
and funding to build these
rail lines actually existed.

Environmental re-
views alone, under feder-
al requirements known as
NEPA, can take a decade
or longer. Construction of
major infrastructure can
somehow take even longer
still. Note that the rebuild
of the I-75/1-16 interchange
in Macon has had its tenth

By CHARLIE HARPER
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birthday, and will likely be
old enough for a driver’s li-
cense by the time it is com-
pleted.

Then there’s the speed of
the trains themselves. Ad-
vocates point to Europe and
Japan as the model, with
their Eurostars and bullet
trains that can hit speeds of
200 miles per hour. While
Amtrak’s DC to New York
Acela train is now capable
of reaching 160 mph, most
of the track it operates on
limits speeds between 105
and 110. This is despite
spending $2.5 billion over
the past decade to upgrade
the train which somehow
now operates slower than
the older model.

The track problems are
even more of an issue in
Georgia. In many of our ur-
ban areas the existing track
has to contend with sharp
curves that severely limit
speeds. Fixing those would
be expensive and messy.

Eminent domain would
have to be used extensively.
In addition to taking land
to straighten out curves, al-
most every existing corridor
would have to be widened.
Most of Georgia’s railroads
are “single tracked”, with
freight trains running one

direction for a while, then
pulling to a siding to wait
while trains going the oppo-
site direction get their turn.
It’'s a well-choreographed
ballet that keeps freight
moving with planning and
patience.

The result of this design
is that a “high speed” freight
train moves from Savannah
to Atlanta in about 12 hours.
A drive along I-16 and I-75
starts at about 3.5 hours,
plus whatever time the driv-
ers in Henry County decide
to add for congestion.

The expectation of pas-
senger rail would be to
make this trip faster, not
slower. To accommodate
this, new tracks would have
to be added parallel to exist-
ing tracks, and trains would
have to be able to bypass ex-
isting junctions and switch-
yards.

All freight traffic would
have to become a secondary
priority to passenger trains.
By definition, this would
then make the movement of
freight by train even slower.
More logistics companies
who need their goods to
move to or from Georgia’s
ports would then decide
trucks are a better option
than freight rail.

We started by saying we
need to talk about trucks.
Most of us like the idea of
trains. They get a bit more
questionable when we start
to see the real costs vs the
real benefits. But they be-
come a real problem when
we realize that for every car
they take off our freeway,
they’re likely to add several
tractor trailers to our inter-
states. That seems to be lost
in all of these self-perpetu-
ating studies of trains that
will likely never happen.

Traveling during the holiday, by air and by road

For years, we have spent
the holidays on the road
which has been brought
about by having family
anchoring’s in Dallas and
Charlotte. We need an as-
sist from Delta to get to one
destination and Heyward
Allen Motor Co. to get to the
other.

While there is hassle in
air travel today, it is made
easier by the good folks
with my favorite airline like
Sabrina Cornelius who is as
passionate about Auburn
football as her many Geor-
gia friends are about the
Bulldogs. We have come to
giving her a robust thumbs
up for the holidays.

When we drive to Char-
lotte, we usually find that
Steve Middlebrooks, and his
staff led by Ken Evans (he’s
a Dawg) and Tracy Collins
(she’s not) allow us to make
our sojourn with confidence
that it will be pleasant and
uneventful trip.

On our western swing
from 35,000 feet up, we see
on the flight tracker towns
we have motored though
over the years—Montgom-
ery, Jackson, Stuttgart,
Little Rock, Fayetteville,
Ft. Smith, Paris, Texarka-
na, McKinney, and into the
DFW Airport.

Every locale has a special
memory from having had
breakfast with the governor
and speaker of the house

TO THE EDITOR

at the Governor’s mansion
in Montgomery to vising
Graceland at Memphis,
bringing down mallards
and pintails at Stuttgart, to
the Crystal Bridges Muse-
um of American Art, found-
ed by the Walton family at
Bentonville, Ark., to having
breakfast with Lee Trevino
near the DFW Airport.

With our son’s connec-
tion we got a much- appre-
ciated discount for a short
stay at the Ritz Carlton at
Las Colinas, also near DFW
Airport. With early morning
rising habits, dating back to
my days down on the farm, I
enjoy the solitude of our ho-
tel lobby before daybreak.
Nice comforting Christmas
music wafted about as I am
first to take advantage of the
complimentary coffee stand
and segueing into a perusal
of the Dallas Morning News
and the New York Times.

There is coverage of kill-
ings, ambushes, accidents,
political threats and insults,
with which I give a parting
glimpse but lock in with
the features that hold sway
with the hopes that we will
have the good sense to save
the glaciers, the polar bears,
and the Okefenokee Swamp.
Even a million miles from
this most valuable swamp,
people are sensitive to its
survival.

I always enjoy the col-
umnists who get published

By LORAN
SMITH

in the Times. I may not
agree with some opinions
but appreciate the varied
viewpoints and the excel-
lent writing. I hope the
Times will be diligent in
keeping the new mayor of
New York on his toes. The
Times has always taken is-
sue with loose cannons and
Mamdani may be the news-
paper’s biggest challenge
yet.

A drive to Charlotte of-
fers a similar opportunity to
reflect as one’s route slides
by Clemson where Dabo
Swinney has brought na-
tional fame to

Tigerland. Crossing the
Savannah River, you real-
ize you are near Petersburg,
once a bustling community
following the Revolution-

ary war but now submerged
neath the placid waters of
Clark’s Hill Lake.

When you pass the exits
to Spartanburgh, you re-
flect on the small-town life
of Charlie Bradshaw (Dub-
lin, Georgia and Wofford,
S. C.) and ask that the man
upstairs to send more exec-
utives, who are given an ex-
tra helping of humility and
modesty when they rise to
the top of their profession—
like Charlie.

Crossing the Palmet-
to state border into North
Carolina, you reflect on the
appeal of the two Caroli-
nas—to the South, the low
country which is one of the
most pleasant areas on the
Eastern seaboard; and to the
north the equally charming
and emotional stirring from
visiting the “Outer Banks.”

Travel—even if it is re-
tracing old steps—recon-
firms what a great country
this is. You just can’t get
enough of America if you
appreciate what there is to
explore and enjoy.

It makes you hark back
to the lyrics of the theme
song of the old Dina Shore
commercial. “See the USA
in your Chevrolet, America
is asking you to call. Drive
your Chevrolet through the
USA, America’s the greatest
land of all.”

That is one of the great-
est commercials of all time.

After reading Stacy's article and
then seeing Sen. Ossoff's statement, I
think it is time to point out a couple of

things.

First, no Republican voted for
the ACA health insurance. Second, it
came out most people couldn't use it
because they could afford the deduct-
ible or find a doctor that would accept
it. Third, Ossoff and Warnock voted
under Biden to end paying the subsi-
dies on the ACA policies at the end of
December 2025, not Republicans or
Trump. Fourth, Ossoff and Warnock
voted against the big bill. But no one
says a thing about the Standard de-
duction which Trump got passed as

permanent.

If it had failed you would lose
$14,000 in deductions for a married
couple when you file taxes this year.
Also they voted against the $6,000 or
$12,000 for a couple age 65 on social
Security, They would have to pay ad-
ditional taxes on $28,000. This year
at 10% that would be an additional
$2,800 they would pay this year. No
one mentions that or the tax that is
taken away from tips or overtime.

Also the cost of groceries went up
under Democrats, so it takes time to
come back down but inflation was at
9% under Biden and the democrats so
far it has stayed at 2.7% all year un-
der the Republicans and that is with
the tariffs, that didn't raise inflation so

done.

lets give some credit where it belongs.

Democrat policies made this eco-
nomic mess and Republican policies
are bringing it down. It just takes time
to undo the damage that has been

Republicans are looking to low-
er costs for you at the state level and
Trump is lowering them at the feder-
al level. Not one Democrat for all the
blaming voted to lower any of your
burden they just want more tax money
for their welfare system and illegals,
but no one admits that.

Have a good day.

Ronald Schwartz
Dublin,Ga
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TELL IT!

CALL 272-0375, EMAIL
CHTELLITEGMAIL.COM, OR
TELL IT! AT

COURIERHERALDTODAY.COM

There is one council-
woman at-large who is al-
ways cleaning up her district.
How about the whole city
help out and clean around
your own back doors?

All that we are aware
of about the wrongdoing
with taxpayer dollars needs
to be prosecuted. The ones
that benefited from this by
credit card misuse, inflated
salaries and other taxpayer
abuse need prison!

Don't stop with the
audit. The liars and crooks
need to "pay the piper" to
start regaining the trust of
the taxpaying citizens. Trust
needs years to acquire and
just one breach like this to
lose.

“So far, McLendon
said there is no proof
that any crimes were com-
mitted. He said he wants
the GBI to handle the case
to avoid a possible conflict
of interest.” That is a quote
from WMAZ. No proof of
crimes. Really? Where did
McLendon go to law school?
$13 million stolen from tax-
payers. Not a crime? Trips
with families for non-edu-
cational reasons on our tax
money. Not a crime? Fun-
neling government COVID
funds into non-COVID pro-
grams and salaries, not a
crime? Theft by deception?
Theft by conversion? Racke-
teering? Fraud? Not crimes.
Interesting interpretation of
the law.

(Editor's  note:  The
much-quoted $13 million
is a PROJECTED deficit,
meaning an expected cash-
flow shortage at the end
of the fiscal year, and not
missing funds.)

Kudos to the volun-
teer committee and our
community for putting on a
St. Patrick’s celebration now
for 61 years!

Well folks, the audit
is finally out. We can see
that criminal activity defi-
nitely took place. Those per-
petrators should be arrest-
ed and convicted of those
crimes. Someone needs to
hire an attorney so that we
don’t have to pay the tax
payments until this stuff is
straightened up.

When is the city go-
ing to wake up and realize
there are other parts of Dub-
lin besides downtown and
the Southside. We need help
in other areas.

Council members
need to ride around
Dublin and see how bad
our streets are. All of that
money spent on speed signs
and speed bumps should
have gone to fixing streets in
Dublin.

Enough about Dublin
City Schools. We need to
know when the case of the
ex-Dublin city clerk is going
to go to the grand jury for
stealing from her church.
She stole almost $500,000.

I’'m glad the DA's of-
fice is getting involved
in the Dublin City Schools
business. There should be
some lawsuits and jail time
because of this.

To Mr. James Lanier,
in your response given on
your WMAZ interview, “I've
been asking questions for
several years, not comfort-
able with some of the things
that have been going on
in the school system.” You
must not have been asking
very loudly. Sounds to me
like you are running for cov-
er.

Just wondering, if the
city board of education
officials are convicted of any
criminal activity, will they
get to keep those heavy re-
tirement packages?

Is there any realistic
chance of Dublin City
surviving? Can they oper-
ate once the advancements
are over? I wish the board
would speak to the taxpay-
ers about real steps and a
specific plan.

Local 7-day Forecast:

The next 48 hours...
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Sunny.

Sunrise: 7:32 a.m.

THURSDAY NIGHT:

Cloudy.

Sunset: 5:55 p.m.

FRIDAY:
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Cloudy with brief showers likely.

Sunrise: 7:31 a.m.

FRIDAY NIGHT:

Mostly cloudy.

Sunset: 5:56 p.m.
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1/24 1/25 1/26 1/27 1/28
HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW
Intermittently Intermittently Partly sunny. Very sunny. Cloudy with
rainy. rainy. achanceofa
drizzle.
Sunrise: 7:31 a.m. Sunrise: 7:30 a.m. Sunrise: 7:30 a.m. Sunrise: 7:29 a.m. Sunrise: 7:29 a.m.
Sunset: 5:57 p.m. Sunset: 5:58 p.m. Sunset: 5:59 p.m. Sunset: 6:00 p.m. Sunset: 6:01 p.m.
River levels...
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Oconee (at Dublin)
Ocmulgee (at Macon)
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Democrats criticize Georgia
U.S. Senate challengers for end
of health insurance subsidies

By MARK NEISSE
Capitol Beat

ATLANTA — Georgia
Democrats blamed Repub-
lican U.S. Senate candidates
for the expiration of Afford-
able Care Act health insur-
ance subsidies Tuesday, an
opening 2026 salvo in the
critical Senate race.

The Democratic attack
targeted the three Repub-
licans in the race — U.S.
Rep. Buddy Carter, U.S.
Rep. Mike Collins and for-
mer football coach Derek
Dooley — for opposing bills
that would have renewed
the subsidies and held down
insurance prices. They're
trying to unseat Democratic
U.S. Sen. Jon Ossoff in this
fall’s election.

Republicans said the
health subsidies are an ex-
pensive cost to taxpayers
that support a broken health
care system.

Georgia House Minori-
ty Whip Sam Park, D-Law-
renceville, said the elimi-
nation of subsidies priced
many families out of health
insurance coverage. Enroll-
ment in Georgia’s health
exchange declined by more
than 190,000 this year, ac-
cording to the Georgia Of-

fice of the Commissioner of
Insurance.

“Republicans like Buddy
Carter and Mike Collins vot-
ed to end the tax credits that
made health care coverage
affordable, and every single
day they fail to restore those
credits, more Georgians are
losing access to life saving
health care because they
can’t afford it,” said Park
during a press conference at
the state Democratic Party
headquarters.

Average monthly pre-
mium costs rose $862, to
a total of $1,307, in Geor-
gia for a 60-year-old with
a $62,800 income on a
benchmark plan, according
to the health research orga-
nization KFF.

Georgia Republican Par-
ty Chairman Josh McKoon
said Democrats approved
temporary health insur-
ance subsidies during the
COVID-19 pandemic with-
out a long-term plan.

“The subsidies are fi-
nancially unsustainable
and point to how broken
Obamacare has been from
the Dbeginning,” McKoon
said. “President Trump and
Republicans have offered
sustainable solutions to in-
crease access and afford-

ability for all Americans,
but Democrats would rather

play politics.”
The Democrats’ attack
accompanied billboards

purchased by the Demo-
cratic Party of Georgia high-
lighting votes by Carter and
Collins against extending
Affordable Care Act subsi-
dies. The billboards also cite
Dooley’s opposition to the
subsidies.

Nora Pullen, a small
business owner featured at
the Democrats’ press con-
ference, said the cost of
her health plan would have
nearly tripled. Instead of
paying extra, she decided to
invest in her business rather
than paying so much more
for health insurance.

“Irealize I rolled the dice.
My family realizes that. But
what choice do most people
have? We're middle class,”
said Pullen, who lives in
Fayetteville and runs a well-
ness facility. “I truly hope
that we can vote for people
who have our interests.”

Georgia voters will de-
cide on the Republican can-
didate during the primary
election May 19. The winner
will face Ossoff during the
general election Nov. 3.
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Dublin Police Department

« Johnie Scaggs, 37,
was charged with criminal
trespass and obstruction
of law enforcement officers
around 11:33 p.m. Jan. 1 on
Helen Drive.

An officer responded to
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POLICE BEAT...

the location in reference to

removing a subject. The officer met with
two men in the kitchen. Officers found out
that Scaggs did not live there and the other
man did not want him in his house. Scaggs
was told to leave the location or he would
be charged with criminal trespass.

The man said he would call a cab for
Scaggs because he was intoxicated. Scaggs
refused the cab. Scaggs was told that if the
police gave him a ride, it would be to the
jail. Scaggs continued to imply that offi-
cers should take him home at his request
due to him paying taxes. Scaggs eventual-
ly decided to walk home, but was told he
could not because of how intoxicated he
was. He was arrested after he refused all
legal and alternative options for transport.

Scaggs resisted arrest, and it took mul-
tiple officers to get him handcuffed.

« Takeshia Dupree, 40, was charged
with theft by shoplifting, giving false
name, address or birthdate to law enforce-
ment, disorderly conduct and simple bat-
tery around 9:30 a.m. on Jan. 1 at Piggly
Wiggly on Bellevue Avenue.

A o911 dispatcher advised that a per-
son had left the location wearing a brown
jacket. An officer saw a woman and asked
if she went to Piggly Wiggly. She said no.
He asked the woman her name, and she
said her name was Laksin Stanley. When
the officer asked her what her date of
birth was, the woman became belligerent,
yelled, screamed and cursed.

The officer received a picture of Dupree
from the county. She was then taken into
custody. Later, Dupree kicked the left rear
doors of the patrol car. When the officer
opened the door to ask if she would stop
kicking the door, the woman attempted to
kick him. She was transported to the Lau-
rens County Detention Center and turned
over to booking.

A store employee showed the officer
a video of Dupree placing items into her
jacket. When confronted by an employee,
Dupree started throwing them from her
pockets, and from the shelf.

« On Dec. 30, around 5:18 p.m., officers
were dispatched to the area of Hop In on
East Jackson Street in reference to shots
fired. While en route, officers were advised
that a man was shooting out of the passen-
ger seat of a gray sedan heading towards
East Dublin.

Officers were able to find shell casings
in the parking lot between the gas pumps

and the front of the store. An officer spoke
with witnesses at the location and at Dud-
ley Funeral Home. They said they heard
the gunshots, but no one saw anything.

« Carla Wright Johnson, 51, was charged
with disorderly conduct at McDonalds on
Veterans Boulevard around 12:54 p.m. on
Dec. 31. An officer responded in reference
to a remove person request.

The officer met with Johnson, who was
shouting profanity while seated in the
restaurant. This was happening in front of
children, causing customers to leave. The
officer asked Johnson to stop cursing in
front of the children and she said, “F- - -
you. It’s my first amendment right.”

While Johnson was being handcuffed,
she requested EMS, which arrived on
scene and cleared her.

Laurens County Sheriff's Office

« On Jan. 2, around 8 a.m., a deputy
met with a woman at the sheriff’s office
about a theft on North Peachtree Road in
Brewton. She said this happened some-
time between July 30, 2025 and Jan. 2,
2026.

» Around 10 a.m. on Jan. 2, a deputy
was involved in a discussion about inter-
ference with child custody issue.

» Gregory Wayne Kemp, 43, of Dexter
was charged with simple assault - family
violence around 2:15 p.m. on Jan. 1.

» Payten Marie Bell, 27, of East Dub-
lin, was charged with criminal trespass at
6:27 p.m. on Dec. 31 on Buckeye Road in
East Dublin. A deputy responded to the lo-
cation for a woman wanting information
about an eviction.

» Henry Oscar Braddy, 37, was charged
with criminal trespass on TC Payne Road
around 7:06 p.m. on Jan. 3. A deputy re-
sponded to the location in reference to a
removal.

Editor's note: This information is pub-
lic record and was taken from reports of
local law enforcement agencies. These
reports do not reflect guilt or innocence.
An "arrest"” does not always indicate in-
carceration. Readers are cautioned that
people may have similar names. Police
Beat does not identify minor children,
victims of sexual assault, suicide attempts
or medical conditions. Cases dismissed do
not appear if the newspaper is notified
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STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

LOCAL
MATTERS

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

We don't knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or
intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. Al real estate advertise-

to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best

before deadline.

GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or
an inspection today! 1-833-406-

BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call o start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed

ments are subject to the fair
housing act and we do not accept
advertising that is in violation of

the law. The law prohibits discrimi-

nation based on color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 1/18/26

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening

looking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up
to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-
781-0206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead to
major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home's value!
If you have water in your home
that needs to be dried, call 24/7:
1-833-871-2090. Have zip code of
service location ready when you
call

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Reliable & experienced.
Competitive rates. From simple
household problems to installing

a brand new electrical system, we
can take care of it all! Call now
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you calll 1-833-
399-6566

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602

0231 Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America’s Number One
Awning! Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337

MISCELLANEOUS

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan
modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-1162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
866-411-5215

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY

and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a

free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TOKIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children and
preventing abduction. Accepting
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not Maximum
Tax Donation - Call (888) 515-3813

TV/INTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 42522!
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
| Banjos. 1-833-641-6792
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Life is a dance for Dublin After
Five Women's C onnectlon

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

Dublin After Five Wom-
en’s Connection cordially
invites all ladies to join us
at the Dublin Country Club
on Thursday, Jan. 29 from
6:30-8:30 p.m. for an eve-
ning filled with fellowship,
music and inspiration.

Speaker Kae Childs of
Isle of Palms, S.C. was in-
ducted into the Charles-
ton Shaggers Hall of Fame
in 2022. Childs, a shagger
since her High School days,
is a popular shag instructor
at the University of South
Carolina. Shag is the of-
ficial state dance of South
Carolina and Kae has been
teaching people to shag for
more than 30 years in clubs,
churches and schools across
the state.

Childs instructs new
shaggers with tips on prop-
er shag etiquette. “Shagging
is a six-count dance and the
counting is all you need to
nail the basic steps to get on
the dance floor,” says Kae
Childs.

Childs is also a retired
counselor at the University

Kae Childs, of Isle of Palms,
S.C., will be the guest speak-
er at the Dublin After Five
Women'’s Connection and
the Dublin Christian Wom-
en’s Connection /SPECIAL
PHOTO

of South Carolina. Childs'
talks center on personal sto-
ries of faith, including her
husband's journey and her
own illnesses, emphasizing
her belief in God's faith-
fulness. She will share her
story as to how she gained

“victory over cancer” and
her husband leaving and
returning. Childs is the au-
thor of the book "Life Is A
Dance."

Emerald Ease Spa will
be the feature and owner
Andrea Craft will update
us on the new modalities,
techniques and services she
offers. Andrea was an edu-
cator for 14 years before she
changed careers. Emerald
Ease is a massage studio
located in the Fred Roberts
Building and known for
therapeutic treatments and
prenatal massages. They fo-
cus on wellness, pain man-
agement and reducing pain
and stress.

Please call Dianne (478)
272-6341 or Marge (478)
875-3948 for reservations
or cancellations by Tues-
day, January 27. The buffet
cost is $21, inclusive, and
requires a reservation. We
ask that you honor your res-
ervation, cancel it or give it
to a friend.

The printing of our in-
vitations is a courtesy and
generosity of Clements &
Keen Inc.

Woman'’s Study Club learn about Rembrandt

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

The Woman’s Study
Club met Wednesday, Nov.
12, 2025, at the Laurens
County Library.

President Mrs. Gregory
S. Crabb called the meeting
to order, greeted guests and
honorary members, and
moved through the order of
club business for the day.

She thanked hostess
Mrs. Samuel W. Beall for
her beautiful flowers. Mrs.
Jack Heidler introduced
the speaker of the day, Mrs.
Donald L. Adams whose
topic was “The Increduli-
ty of Thomas” painted by
Rembrandt.

Mrs. Adams began her
program by relating a fam-
ily trip to Lake Junaluska in
1982 during which the fam-
ily took a side trip to Knox-
ville where the World’s Fair
was being held.

There were many exam-
ples supporting the theme
of the Fair “Energy Turns
the World,” but the thing
which piqued their inter-
est was a newly discovered
Rembrandt, “The Increduli-
ty of Thomas.”

The painting was brought
to the United States in 1978
by a Polish immigrant who
had purchased it at a garage
sale somewhere in Europe.
The immigrant’s children
had agreed to exhibit it at
the World’s Fair. Drawn in
by the painting, the Adams
bought a print, framed it,
and it has remained in Mr.
Adams office ever since.

Mrs. Adams read the sto-
ry of Thomas from the gos-
pel of John.

Although the scene has
been painted by other art-
ists, Rembrandt’s is differ-
ent because Thomas does
not touch Jesus’ wound in
the painting.

Born in Holland in 1606,
Rembrandt attended a local
protestant church where he
embraced faith, forgiveness,
and a personal relationship
with Christ and the pow-
erful Biblical stories. His
paintings reflect his beliefs.

Mrs. Adams described
several of them. “

The Stoning of Stephen”
was his earliest signed
painting. This painting ex-
hibits his famous ability to
use light, and he became
known as the Painter of

Light. When he was 26, he
painted “Christ in the Storm
on the Sea of Galilee.” This
painting was stolen from a
museum in Boston in 1990
and has never been recov-
ered. In this painting, there
are 14 figures, Jesus and the
twelve and the 14th figure is
Rembrandt who loved put-
ting himself in paintings as
a part of his more than 9o
self-portraits.

“The Night Watch” is
considered his most fa-
mous work. It is an im-
mense painting 13 feet by
13 feet and is housed today
in Amsterdam. Rembrandt
scholar Rosenberg calls the
painting ‘The Return of the
Prodigal Son” monumental.
He says, “The whole rep-
resents a symbol of home-
coming of the darkness of
human existence illuminat-
ed by tenderness, of weary
and sinful mankind tak-
ing refuge in the shelter of
God’s mercy.

Rembrandts’s wife,
Saskia, became ill and died.
He had financial woes. He
engaged in an unmarried
relationship. But he gave us
some of the greatest works
of art.

Start your new year with a
blast from the past luncheon

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

The Dublin Christian
Women’s Connection in-
vites you to start your new
year with a blast from the
past!

All ladies are invited to
the Dublin Country Club
on Thursday, Jan. 29, from
11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. for a
luncheon full of music and
fun!

A delicious buffet lun-
cheon will be served with
lovely buffet music provid-
ed by pianist Brenda Hollo-
way.

The musical entertain-
ment will continue as Sue
Hall performs a mini-con-
cert of “Golden Oldies”
from the “Happy Days” era

of the 1950s. Hall grew up
in Wrightsville, Georgia.
She has been a teacher and
media specialist. Now re-
tired, she enjoys bringing
joy to others through her
beautiful voice and her fun,
interactive concerts.

Our special guest speak-
er is Kae Childs from Daniel
Island, S.C. She is a retired
counselor and a former in-
structor of Shag Dancing
at the University of South
Carolina. Shag dancing
evolved from the swing and
jitterbug of the 1930s and
became a cultural phenom-
enon for teenagers in the
1940s and 50s. It is still
going strong as the official
state dance of South Caro-
lina and North Carolina.

Childs has written a
devotional book entitled,
“Life Is a Dance. Who Is
Going to Lead?” She shares
her upbeat message of
victory over cancer and a
broken marriage that was
restored. Her insights have
inspired countless women
to face the future with hope
and courage.

The cost of the luncheon
is $21 (inclusive). Reser-
vations are required and
should be made by Mon-
day, January 26, at 5 p.m.
by calling Jane at (478)
595-2499. Invite a friend,
make your reservations,
and start your new year
with a fun journey into the
past and a boost of hope for
a wonderful new year!

UGA extension welcomes new ANR agent

By BLAKE CARTER
Laurens County Extension ANR
Agent

My name is Blake Car-
ter, and I am excited to
introduce myself as the
new UGA Extension Ag-
riculture & Natural Re-
sources Agent serving
Laurens County begin-
ning January 1. I was born
and raised in Glennville,
Georgia and have been
with UGA Extension since
2020. I started my career
in Liberty County before
transferring to Effingham
County, where I've served
as ANR Agent for the past
five years. Over that time,
I completed a Ph.D. from
the University of Geor-
gia’s College of Agricultur-
al & Environmental Sci-
ences, making me a proud
“triple AgDawg,” with my
bachelor’s and master’s in
Agribusiness also coming
from UGA.

Through my work as
an ANR Agent, I've sup-
ported producers across
a wide range of commod-

ities including cotton,
corn, peanuts, hay and
forages, forestry, and

livestock. What I hope to
bring to Laurens County is
steady, practical support
for producers, technical
assistance for community
members, and the contin-
ued promotion of agricul-
ture here at home through
clear communication and
outreach. I look forward
to learning from the grow-
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ers in this county, identify-
ing needs, and helping ad-
dress those needs through
education, demonstrations,
partnerships, and hands-on
assistance.

As we move into the new
season, Laurens County Ex-
tension will be hosting and
co-hosting several commod-
ity production meetings this
winter. All meetings begin at
noon and require an RSVP
one week prior to help us get
accurate headcount.

2026 Production Meet-
ing Schedule (Locations in
parentheses):

- Corn & Soybean Update
— January 21, 2026 (Bleck-
ley County Extension Office)

- Cotton Production Up-
date — February 13, 2026
(Cloverleaf Restaurant, East
Dublin)

- Pasture & Hay Weed
Control Update — February

17, 2026 (Bleckley County
Extension Office)

- Peanut Production Up-
date — February 20, 2026
(Cloverleaf Restaurant, East
Dublin)

- Row Crop Weed Sci-
ence & Disease Manage-
ment Update — February
26, 2026 (Telfair County
Young Farmers’ Building,
McRae-Helena)

In addition to these
scheduled meetings, I am
currently working to secure
a Pecan Production Update
meeting for local pecan
growers. Details including
speaker lineup, location,
and registration informa-
tion will be announced soon.

To RSVP for any meeting,
please contact the Laurens
County Extension Office at
(478) 272-2277.

It is an honor to serve
Laurens County’s agricul-
tural community, and I look
forward to meeting produc-
ers, collaborating with local
partners, and continuing
to strengthen agriculture
across this region. I am ex-
cited for what the coming
year holds and look forward
to seeing many of you at our
winter meetings.

For more information,
please contact:

Blake Carter — UGA Ex-
tension ANR Agent, Laurens
County

Email: Blake.Carter25@
uga.edu

Phone: 478-272-2277

Largest practical nursmg cohort in OFTC history pinned in December

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

Twenty Oconee Fall Line
Technical College Practical
Nursing students were hon-
ored during the college’s
December Pinning Cere-
mony on the Dublin Cam-
pus, Tuesday, Dec. 9. This
was the largest graduating
cohort of Practical Nursing
students in college history.

Each December, OFTC
hosts the ceremony to mark
the completion of the ed-
ucational requirements
needed for graduates to sit
for the state board licensure
examination and to wel-
come them into the nursing
profession.

“These outstanding

students have navigated
a rigorous journey, perse-
vering through countless
hours of demanding study
and intensive clinical prac-
tice,” OFTC President Erica
Harden said. “Their dedi-
cation to the nursing pro-
fession has been truly un-
wavering. As we celebrate
this transition, we recall the
wisdom of Florence Night-
ingale, who wrote of the en-
during impact of small acts
of kindness in patient care
— gestures that profoundly
enhance healing. I am confi-
dent that our graduates will
embody this spirit of com-
passion and excellence as
they officially embark upon
their nursing careers.”

PN students led the pro-

gram, with JaNiyah Ste-
phens and Irianna Moss

addressing their fellow
graduates and reflecting
on the journey they shared
over the past year.

“It has been such an
honor to witness the growth
of these students from ad-

visement to graduation,”

said Kerrie Fountain, OFTC
Practical Nursing instruc-
tor. “They have gone from
students who dreamed of
becoming nurses to now be-
coming our colleagues. We
can’t wait to see what won-
derful nurses these gradu-

ates become.”
Graduating nurses were:
Lakecia Boynton, Soper-
ton
Charlene
Dublin
Cole Cauley, Soperton
Paris Davis, Warner
Robins

Bracewell,

Alana Dixon, Alamo
Paige Oxley, Eastman
Chakerria Floyd, Bonaire
Alliyah Ford, Milled-

geville
Mica Gillis, East Dublin
Destiny Hall, Milled-
geville

Kaylee Boone, Milan

Danisha Lewis, Sparta

Irianna Moss, Cochran

Victoria Powell, Dublin

Yolanda Richardson,
Mitchell

Anaye Shiver, Dudley

Robdricka Stanley, East
Dublin

JaNiyah Stephens, War-
ner Robins

Tierra Thompson, War-
ner Robins

Brittany White, Eastman

Southwest Laurens Elementary School releases second nine weeks honor roll

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

Southwest Laurens prin-
cipal Edwin Bland would
like to honor the following
students for achieving hon-
or roll the second 9 weeks
of the 2025-2026 school
year:

Third grade: Scarlett
Abrecht, Phoenix Allen,
Adelina Alvarez, Scarlett

Bailey, Ingrid Baldwin, Cal-
lum Baum, Margaret Bax-
ter, Zane Bentley, Reagan
Black, Lilyana Branum,
Johnathon Browning, Au-
rora Burkett, Tate Burney,

Jaxon  Ciucevich,Bentley
Craven, Blakely Dixon, Ja-
Marion Elvine, Rayna Ev-
ans, Remi Faircloth, Zayd
Ferris, Zuri Ferris, Zyton
Floyd, Bowen Fowler, Ans-
leigh Francis, Nicole Fran-
co, Willough Gay, Riley Gil-
bert, Paislee Harden, Lucas
Harper, Calliope Harrell,
Donna Harris, Kynlee Hes-
ter, Braylon Hilbun, Colton
Horton, Kenna Jones,
Grayson Kophazy, Lane
Leggett, Sofie Lewis, Liam
Lopez, Raelyn Loyd, Avery
Mays, Timmy Mullis, Jack-
son Nash, CJ Nemier, Xavi-
er Nieves, Marco Ochoa,

Bellamy Olivera, Aiyan-
na O'Neal, Amari O'Neal,
Mace Patisaul, Ace Pauldo,
Jayveon Reed, Jep Pow-
ell, Brooks Rogers, Jack-
son Scott, Aiden Smith,
Bo Smith, Hadden Smith,
Jackson Smith, Jocelynn
Spence, Nathaniel Spicer,
Kaylee Strudwick, Grace-
Iyn Swinson, Wilder Terry,
Hadley Thomas, Ariel Tol-
er, Judson Van Norman,
Moriah Walker, Cashlyn
Webster, Kaiden Wesley,
Drew Wilcher, Jacob Wild,

and Ayden Wynn.
Fourth grade: Everly
Belflower, Greyson Ben-

nett, Hartlee Brown, Parker
Cauthen, Murphy Collins,
Levi Conklin, Remmington
Dean, Wyatt Drew, Daniel
Espinosa, Laniee Evans,
Braxton Fowler, Colton
Gundy, Barrett Hamilton,
Kase Harden, Brooks High-
tower, Reid Hobbs, Ame-
lia Howell, Gunner How-
ell, Ansley Kate Johnson,
Natalie Johnson, Leigh
Kemp, McKenzie Kemp,
Rhett Logue, Lennox Man-
ley, Blaire McDaniel, Ava
Mitchell, Mason Monroe,
Arabella Moye, Ladson Ou-
zts, Kam Parris, Maeleigh
Register, Brock Rosenber-

ry, Emma Grace Scott, Eli
Screws, Sam Shepard, Ja-
cob Skipper, Max Smith,
Logan Sumner, Madilynn
Tanner, Kynslea Thomp-
son, Jaysleah  Tucker,
Lucas Veal, Trent Ward,
IsaacWilcher, Presleigh
Willis, Lane Wood, Owen
Wood and Ryder Wood.
Fifth grade: Evelynn
Alvarez, Aranza Arias,
Thatcher Baldwin, Gracen
Bates, Greyson Black, Noah
Brantley, Maddox Brooks,
Eli Burch, Taytum Davis,
Princeton Devouil, Bra-
ilynn Edge, Zeke Ewing,
Jocelyn Flanders, Zaelee

Floyd, CharleighGarnto,
Grady Gay, Emily Grainger,
Madison Harper, Diana
Harris, Hudson Hatcher,
Charlotte Herrera, Jaxen
Hogan, Chedrick Hurst,
Zachary Jett, Kason Jones,
Andrea Lopez-Ruis, Callen
Manning, Mason McNeal,
Clayton Mims, Jaxon Mo-
ses, Ella New, Parker O'Ne-
al, Hope Padgett, Marlee
Rose Patisaul, Noah Por-
ter, Connor Sanders, Malea
Sirmons, Sloane Tanner,
Cam Tayloe, Durhem Walk-
er, Dillon Watkins, Millie
White, Luke Wilcher, and
Daylen Williams.
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EL downs Dodge to keep streaks rolling

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

Two  six-game  win
streaks converged, but only
one could survive as the
East Laurens boys played
host to Dodge County in re-
gion 2-High A’s latest stand-
ings-shifting showdown Fri-
day night.

The Falcons, with a mix
of tactful defense and clutch
shotmaking, passed another
test in a 54-47 win to take
sole control of second place,
and send the Indians away
empty-handed after the
East Laurens girls rolled to
their third of four victories
in a row, 56-34, on the front
end of the sweep, and both
teams’ unbeaten weekend.

Scrappy defense carried
the day for the Falcon boys
in a low-scoring and fre-
quently sloppy game that —
due to some challenges put-
ting it away at the free throw
line — got a little tight with a
couple minutes still to go.

In the end, their critical
foul shots went down, and
Dodge County’s last looks
from the floor didn’t, in the
fulfillment of a point by East
Laurens head coach Dwayne
Lowther, who stresses that
his team “end the game on a
defensive stop.”

They finished this one
with three in a row as a cor-
ner 3-point try by the In-
dians drew iron, Jeremiah
Rozier undercut a backdoor
feed for a steal and Antho-
ny Pounds challenged Kyler
Johnson’s forceful shot at-
tempt that missed just be-
fore time expired.

“That’s what we rely
on, defensive stops and re-
bounds,” Lowther said. “If
we do that... whatever else
goes, we'll take care of busi-
ness.”

The box score, aside from
an 11-7 advantage in steals,
wasn’t overly kind to the
Falcons, who were out-re-
bounded by three, lost the
turnover battle by two and
missed 10 free throws — in
the most glaring hindrance
to their efforts at sealing the
game as a multi-possession
lead dwindled toward the
end of the fourth.

But except for the
wide-open hustle baskets
that caught East Laurens
flat-footed on defense,
Dodge couldnt come up
with the points needed to
grab an upper hand at any
point early, or eliminate
the last of its fourth quarter
deficit.

Lowther attributed that
to a bend-but-don’t-break
defensive approach that
tried to make the easy stuff
as hard as possible as In-
dians attacked the basket,
while affording a degree of
respect when they opted to
pull up or kick out for shots
from mid-range or deep.

And it paid off, as the
Indians (despite shooting a
clean 50 percent clip from
inside the arc) went o-for-17
from 3, and committed 22
turnovers.

“We helped out a lot,
but we weren’t trying to
give them high-percentage
shots,” Lowther said. “Keep
’em out of high-percentage
shots, let ’em shoot the bas-
ketball so the rebounds can
go long and we can push it.”

Those fast-breaks proved

valuable in helping the Fal-
cons set the pace for most of
the night.

Quickness getting to
the basket off the dribble
by Jeremiah Rozier, who
front-loaded the bulk of his
14 points, and a red-hot se-
quence for the balance of
Zion Dixon’s six in the first
quarter, did just as much to
keep East Laurens out front
by a few points on the way to
halftime.

Roizer’s co-leader Bray-
lon Makaya would take
charge later on, beginning
with a run starting late in
the third that helped the
Falcons grow that narrow
lead into a sizable edge. He
hit two 3s in close proximity
to get them up by five at the
end of the period, finished
off the dribble to add to that
number on the first play of
the fourth and scored again
to take East’s lead back to
seven points with about five
to go.

It stood at eight, 48-
40, a moment later when
things went stagnant for
both teams, and free-throw
yips kicked in for the Fal-
cons over a few consecutive
trips to the line. But Dodge
(at one point giving a free
throw try away on a viola-
tion) failed to capitalize until
Jerimiah Burns got a step in
transition on back-to-back
possessions (separated by
the lone East Laurens make
of the sequence) to make it
49-45 ahead of a timeout.

The last 50 seconds, in
contrast, were drama-free
as Major Floyd shook off
several consecutive misses
to knock down his last in a
pair, then Makaya and Sky-
ler Snead were perfect on a
final four.

Johnson had 16 points,
and Burns 12, for the Dodge
County scoring lead. John-
son — slapping the back-
board on seemingly every
other shot he had a chance
to contest from in front or
behind — got ahold of five for
blocks.

Floyd and Rozier topped
the East Laurens rebound
count with six and five re-
spectively.

“Just keep pushing, just
keep striving, keep being
faithful,” Lowther said of
his message looking ahead
to the next stretch of region
games (which begins after
this Tuesday’s rematch with
Brentwood). “It’s game-by-
game. We can’t get ahead
of it. We've gotta go one

SOPHOMORE SENSATION: Braylon Makaya
gets home for the last of his baskets from the
field in Friday’s fourth quarter. The Falcons’
breakout 10th grader, after a buzzer-beating
shot to force overtime at Jefferson County
three days earlier, continued his strong week
with 16 points/CLAY REYNOLDS

game at a time.”

The 'Makaya Miracle,’'
revisited...

Chances to tie or win a
game at the buzzer don’t
come around often.

But Makaya, before
he drained a pivotal shot
to force overtime in East
Laurens’ win at Jefferson
County last Tuesday, had
rehearsed it plenty of times
in places other than his
dreams.

The sophomore, a lone
3-point shooting specialist
on a roster dominated by
players with a main offen-
sive niche much closer to
the basket, was always the
team’s go-to for this type of
desperation heave from way
outside. And the play that
got it to him, for the fateful
attempt several feet off the
right wing, was one the Fal-
cons had prepared with this
very endgame in mind.

They ran into a small
hangup in the backcourt as
a mishap forced Bryson Ha-
zley to give the ball up soon-
er, and in a different spot
than planned. But it got into
the hands of Skyler Snead
for a relay pass that arrived
to Makaya without a milli-
second to spare.

The shot, which he
caught and released with an
estimated seven tenths of
a second left on the clock,
found bottom to force four
minutes of free basketball,
which East Laurens went on
to win by two.

“He’s been making these
shots in practice, so we prac-
tice it and simulate it, and it
just worked out the way we
practiced it,” Lowther said.
“One time, we simulated a
game like that and he hit a
big 3 from just about the
same spot.”

That knockdown threat
is slowly emerging as a big-
ger and bigger piece of the
puzzle for the Falcons as
he carves out a role off the
bench as much more than
just their spot-up guy.

On top of hitting three
triples Friday to bolster his
team-best shooting percent-
age of 43 from deep, Makaya
also flexed some versatili-
ty by getting to the hole on
a few drives and heads-up
basket cuts, while stepping
out to guard the ball up top,
in roles that added a lot of
bonus value... and points, as
well.

His range, shotmaking
and killer instincts — though

DOING HER THING: Jameria Bing stayed
right on trend with her 12th double-digit
game out of 13, but also surpassed her
previous career high (Dec. 13 vs. Treutlen)
by one in Friday’s 26-point performance
against Dodge County/CLAY REYNOLDS

more evident to Falcon fans
in these back-to-back wins
than at any point this sea-
son — aren’t at all unfamiliar
to coaches and teammates
who've seen those attri-
butes on display going back
through his years of middle
school ball (and a freshman
season limited to mostly JV
work), and quietly observed
him putting in a lot of extra
hours on his own perfecting
the craft of shooting.

That work has positioned
him to deliver in a lot of this
season’s big moments as
they've come along, from
your typical plays to Tues-
day’s once-in-a-blue-moon
type of shot that, if you make
a few of them, can become
the stuff of legends.

“The kid’s a phenomenal
athlete,” Lowther said Fri-
day. “He works all the time,
and that’s the thing I like
about him. He keeps work-
ing nonstop. He'll probably
go home tonight and shoot
because he’s never satis-
fied.”

Beast mode...

The East Laurens girls
didn’t take it easy on any of
last week’s three opponents,
Jefferson County and Treut-
len (by margins of 77 and 49
points respectively) getting
the worst of blowouts on the
road.

The Lady Falcons — win-
ners in seven of their last
eight, and all but one (last
Saturday’s buzzer-beating
win at Bleckley) by double
digits — played their clos-
est game of the week Friday
against Dodge, although it
felt nearly as lopsided.

The Squaws, who remain
a competent team inside de-
spite having lost the 20-plus
points per game of all-region
forward Lyric Green, nev-
er let themselves get com-
pletely overrun, but were
still squarely outmatched by
East’s speed and defensive
pressure, which had blown
the lid off of the game after
only a few minutes of back-
and-forth from the jump.

Despite some usual chal-
lenges finishing up in point-
blank situations and off of
offensive rebounds inside,
the Lady Falcons put it in
the bucket with regularity
out of half-court sets and
fast-break situations as they
pulled away from a 6-6 tie
with 13 unanswered points
midway through the first.

Jameria Bing, who con-
tinues to ride a sizzling

streak from outside, sunk a
guzzling 3 to top off the run
that made it 19-6 East Lau-
rens with still 2:35 to go in
the quarter.

That advantage quick-
ly grew on the way to a
20-point lead, 31-11, by half-
time.

The Lady Falcons eased
up defensively, and as a re-
sult added only two points to
that spread as Dodge found
some footing in the third,
but had not the first doubt
creep in despite some rocky
moments down the stretch.

East defenders combined
to record 27 steals and eight
blocked shots.

Bing dropped 26 to
lead all scorers. Garyunna
Mitchell added 12 and six
rebounds. Deanna Lowther
had only nine points, but
still reached double-double
territory with 11 boards and
13 steals. Zahmaria Robin-
son chipped in seven points,
six boards, three assists and
four steals.

Paige Ingram scored 14
to lead the Squaws.

East Laurens girls 73,
Treutlen 24

The Lady Falcons (13-3,
6-1 region 2-High A) turned
the dial back up to “total
domination” on Saturday’s
trip to Soperton, scoring
21 unanswered in the first
four and a half minutes, and
leading that many to six at
the end of the opening quar-
ter.

East Laurens boys 90,
Treutlen 41

The Falcons’ pressure
was just as overwhelming
for a Treutlen team that
stayed frazzled for most of a
first-half onslaught.

East (13-3, 6-1 region)
jumped all over the Vikings
early, scoring 13 before giv-
ing up a first basket of the
night two minutes in. The
lead was 20 by the end of
one, and one shy of 30 going
to the half.

Floyd’s 16 points and
nine rebounds topped the
tally in both Falcon stat col-
umns. Marcus Hudson (13),
Dixon (11) and Kelvin King
(10) also reached double fig-
ures, while Snead dished out
10 assists, and stole seven
passes.

West Laurens girls 45,
Howard 32

Brooklyn Jackson had
17 and Maddie Ridgway 10
to lead the Lady Raiders’
charge in a defense-heavy
battle Friday night.

West Laurens (8-8, 6-5
region 4-AAA) has won
three games in a row, and
sits tied with Harlem for
fourth in the region.

Howard 77,
West Laurens boys 55

A workable deficit got
away from the Raiders (3-
15, 1-10 region) as Howard
capitalized on a dreadful
eight-minute stretch to end
the second quarter and start
the third. Though West Lau-
rens regained its footing
late, baskets were too rare
and turnovers too numer-
ous during multiple rough
stretches in which the Hus-
kies’ troublemaking defense
took its toll.

SCOREBOARD

GIRLS HOOPS
Tuesday
Trinity 64,
Central Fellowship 56
Dodge Co. 66, Dublin 52
East Laurens 46,
Brentwood 45
West Laurens 43,
Aquinas 25

BOYS HOOPS
Friday
Howard 77, WL 55

Tuesday
CFCA 74, Trinity 57
Dodge Co. 67, Dublin 52
EL 85, Brentwood 59
WL 43, Aquinas 39

PREP
SCHEDULE

BASKETBALL
Friday
Hephzibah at West Laurens
/5p.m.
Dublin at East Laurens
Gatewood at Trinity/6 p.m.

Saturday
EL at WL
Trinity at Robert Toombs
/4 p.m.

CONTACT US:

Email sports information to
tchsports77@gmail.com, or
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 403

Washington Co. 77,
Dublin girls 50

The Lady Hawks out-
scored Dublin in every quar-
ter, though only by a point
each in the first and third.
The second and fourth, in
which WACO chalked up
gains of 13 and 12, were
most problematic for the
Lady Irish as Jade Kitchens
(30 points, 13 rebounds, six
assists, five steals) and Ae-
ria Hagans (17, eight re’s, six
assists) began to dominate
both ends of the court for the
visitors.

The Lady Irish went on to
defeat Johnson County, by
an unreported final score, to
get back in the win column
on Saturday.

Washington Co. 61,
Dublin boys 33

Zi’Marion Johnson
scored 11 to match the totals
of WACO co-leaders Braylon
Yorker and Zion Cordy, but
was the only Irish player to
surpass 10 on a frustrating
night worsened by Aiden
Watts’ eight blocked shots.

Johnson Co. 70,
Dublin boys 57

The Trojans combined
to reject another eight Dub-
lin shot attempts as Cory
King (19), Tayshawn Norris
(15) and Daezon Devero (13
points, 10 rebounds, six as-
sists and four steals) poured
on the baskets to build a lead
of 19 through three quarters.

Dublin leaders Glen Har-
ris (19), Jaydon McRae (12),
Ar'Dreakius Taylor (nine
and six assists) and Quan-
Tavis Lovett (nine and 13
boards) each had big nights,
but couldn’t do enough in a
fourth-quarter rally to avert
a third-straight loss, which
takes the Irish to 6-9 overall
(2-4 region).

Trinity boys get win in split with Gatewood to start region play

By JEREMY PAYNE

Correspondent

The Trinity Crusaders opened
their region slate last Tuesday
with a trip to Eatonton to face off
with Gatewood. Both games were
competitive throughout, but the
girls fell short 53-47. Fortunately
the boys were able to salvage the
split with a 56-50 win.

The girls came in riding a three-
game win streak, and jumped out
to a 15-12 lead after the first quar-
ter.

But the second quarter be-
longed to the home team as the
Lady Gators scored 20 points.
Trinity went cold from the floor,

managing just seven in the frame,
and trailed 32-22 at the half.

The Lady Crusaders would
look much better on both ends in
the third quarter, and held Gate-
wood to just seven while scoring
16 of their own to cut the deficit to
just 39-38 going to the fourth.

The final period was a foul
fest, and the Lady Gators went to
the charity stripe a dozen times.
They would only convert four of
those free throws, allowing Trin-
ity to stay close. Unfortunately,
the Lady Crusaders couldn’t make
enough buckets down the stretch.

Maddy George led Trinity with
16 and Brinley Vinson added 13.

A night after joining the 1,000
point club, M.G. Alligood chipped
in with nine. Trinity made seven
3-pointers, but only went to the
free throw line five times all night.

Natalie Sills led Gatewood with
14. Ellie McMillan had 12 and Av-
ery Hill added 10.

The Lady Crusaders fell to 12-6
on the season, but this marks their
first loss to a team not ranked in
the top three of a higher classifica-
tion.

The boys game was also a
rollercoaster as both teams trad-
ed leads throughout the contest.
Trinity was shorthanded without
Jamarion Ricks and Jude Evans

who were out with illness and in-
jury, but showed some resilience
to overcome those losses.

The Crusaders trailed 15-13 af-
ter one, but outscored the Gators
18-12 in the second to take a 31-27
halftime advantage.

They went ice-cold in the third,
managing just nine as Gatewood
put up 14 to take a slight lead, 41-
40, headed to the fourth.

Jagger George took over in the
last quarter, and refused to let the
Crusaders fall again. The sopho-
more point guard outscored Gate-
wood 13-9 by himself in the peri-
od, and Trinity put up 16 overall to
come away with the victory.

George finished with a ca-
reer-high 33. Hayden Bowles and
Carter Lee chipped in with nine
points each. Lake Ferman led
Gatewood with 16, and Harrison
Harper added 11.

The win snapped a five-game
skid for Trinity overall, and in
its rivalry with the Gators, which
continues as the Crusaders host a
rematch Friday night.

They were swept by Brent-
wood as region action continued
last Friday night, but the girls re-
bounded Tuesday night to defeat
Central Fellowship in a rematch of
last year's AA state championship
game.
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Couple’s marriage is mired in the doldrums of middle age!

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I have been to-
gether 30-plus years. When
our love was new, it was
all smiles, hand-holding
and thrills when we saw
each other after a long day
at work or school. And, I
guess, that's normal.

Now, three kids and
three grandkids later, we're
edging past our mid-50s
and there isn't much left.
There are no more smiles
and no more hand-holding,
only two sad adults. We still

love each other. Neither of

us wants to be apart from
the other, but we don't
know how to bring back
happiness.

We hardly touch, and
neither of us remembers
the last time we smiled or
even really laughed. We sit
in the same room, living
two completely different
lives. I am partially dis-
abled, so there are no more
long walks or outside activ-
ities, which we used to do
20 years ago.

We are now wondering:
Is this the rest of our lives?
Are we going to spend the
next 20-plus years in a de-
pressing marriage in which
we love each other but
no longer have anything
in common? Our young-
est daughter is 8, and our
youngest grandson is 5. We
watch the kids (15, 9, 8, 5)
in the evening so our eldest
can work. Is there any hope
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Pluggers always remember what

they forgot ...at 2 a.m.
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ACROSS
1 Tousle
5 Behaves
9 On the horizon
14 “_ Karenina”
15 Missouri
neighbor
16 Argentine dance
17 School’s teaching
area
19 Ocean
movements
20 Carpentry tool: 2
wds.
21 Make revisions to
23 NFL tiebreakers:
Abbr.
“__ Woman”: 2
wds.
26 Frozen spike
30 Turns upside-
down
33 Rooster’s mate
34 School’s lunch
area
37 Warmth
38 Lend a hand
39 Capricorn and
Aries
41 Simplicity
42 Historical periods
43 Scratch pad
contents
45 Clever humor
46 “l mean it!”: 2
wds.
47 ___-seed bun
50 Tack on
51 Get your hands
on
54 Rules of conduct
56 Kind of clear
plastic
58 Rage
61 From now on
64 Language used
in New Zealand
65 High cards
66 Taken by mouth
67 Snapshot
68 Zeus and Apollo
69 A few

DOWN
1 Prefix with
“economics”
2 Without
illumination
3 Onesie fasteners
4 Impertinence

24

Created by Stella Zawistowski

5 Radio medium
6 Say sweet
nothings
7 Number needed
to 16-Across
8 Ildentical
9 Storage level in a
home
10 Port-au-Prince’s
nation
11 Finish
12 Get older
13 Author John ____
Passos
18 Canonized
person
22 Badmouth
25 Fine wool
27 Low-priced
28 Rental document
29 Go inside
30 Kids’ specialized
curricula: Abbr.
31 Severity
32 Mystical Hindu
text
34 Gnaws on
35 Avian abode
36 What Brits call
apartments
37 Get better
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40 Like some
grapes

44 Northern Italian
city

46 Not many

48 On the ball

49 Nintendo
character

51 _ cold brew

52 Starting squad

5

53 Milton of TV
55 Layered haircut
57 Money execs:

abbr.

58 Guitar attachment

59

“Nope”

60 Sticky substance

62
63

___-friendly

Like Shiraz and
Merlot
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By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

for us? -- SAD SPOUSE IN
NEW YORK

DEAR SAD SPOUSE:
You say that you and your
husband love each other.
There is hope for reviving
your marriage if you agree
to go to couples counsel-
ing together. Marriage in-
volves more than smiles,
hand-holding and thrills.
It is a deep and caring part-
nership. Few couples can
sustain the excitement of
their honeymoon years.
You and your husband
have already done the hard
work. Now you need to find
your way back together.

DEAR ABBY: My
husband and I were din-
ing with friends in a high-
end restaurant. The food
was great, and so was the
conversation. My husband
leaned close to me and
whispered, "She's brushing

Thursday, January 22, 2026

her teeth!" I glanced to my
left. I had thought the gal at
the next table was just us-
ing a toothpick. No, she was
vigorously brushing with a
tull-sized toothbrush!

After about a minute, she
placed the toothbrush into a
cosmetic bag and pulled out
a denture container. She then
proceeded to insert and adjust
her retainer. We were flabber-
gasted. Never in all my years
have I seen such appalling
table manners. Perhaps we
shouldn't have been staring,
but it was one of those mo-
ments in which you are frozen
to the spot.

Abby, that restaurant has
very nice bathrooms. What is
happening to our society? --
SHOCKED IN THE SOUTH

DEAR SHOCKED: I un-
derstand why this woman's
performance stopped you
cold. But, please, don't blame
"society" for her ignorance of
the rules of etiquette, which
dictate that to avoid grossing
out those around us in public,
we should excuse ourselves
from the table and take care of
our oral hygiene privately, IN
THE RESTROOM if needed.

Dear Abby is written
by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and
was founded by her moth-
er, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www: DearAbby:
com or PO. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

GOREN BRIDGE

WITH BOB JONES
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

PATIENCE

North-South vulnerable, West deals
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The bidding:

WEST NORTH EAST
10 Pass 1A
INT 3% Pass
Pass 49 All pass

SOUTH
Dbl
V)

Opening lead: King of &

Today’s deal is from a team match
in Europe. South was a player named
Franco, who we believe is from Italy.
He doubled at his first turn, believing
that his hand was too good for a
simple two-heart overcall. North
valued his hand expecting partner to
have at least three-card club support
for his takeout double. When South

bid three hearts, he cancelled any
promise of three-card support, but
it did show a very good hand. North
made the reasonable decision to raise
with a doubleton rather than rebid his
flimsy suit.

Many players would win the
opening diamond lead and ruff a
diamond in dummy. They would
cash the ace of hearts, return to
their hand with the ace of spades,
and try to draw trumps with the
king and queen. When that failed
to bring down the jack, they would
start on spades, hoping to discard a
diamond on the 10 of spades. West
would ruff the second spade and cash
two diamonds for down one. Franco
neatly avoided this by ducking the
king of diamonds at trick one! The
defense might have prevailed by
leading two rounds of clubs at this
point, but West led another diamond.
Franco ruffed in dummy, cashed the
heart ace, and led a spade to his king.
Now three rounds of hearts put West
on play with no way to defeat the
contract. Well done!

(Bob Jones welcomes readers’
responses sent in care of this
newspaper or to Tribune Content
Agency, LLC., 16650 Westgrove
Dr., Suite 175, Addison, TX 75001 .)

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

4

Like puzzles?

(X | Cad

Then you'll leve
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

5|

the moment you
sguare off, s0

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy 1o the test!

1 8

Here’'s How It Works:

|
Level infemedisle

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbars will
appear by using the numetric clues already provided in the boxes. The
mare numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

2

AR B R BB
HEIE EIBER EAE
A1 FEIE B LG
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Celebratmg 121 Years
in Banking™

January 18, 1 904 - Dexter Bankmg Company was granted a charter.
1933 - Taylor-Knight-Hogan - A few years later Mr. Hogan sold his
. -interest, and it became Taylor-Knight Banking Co.
1955 - Knight-Hogan Bankrng Compan y |
1967 - Knight State Bank "
1974 - New Bank opened in Downtown Dexter
1990 - Opened a branch office i Dublin on Jefferson Street.

2001 - Knight State Bank was purchased by State Bank of Cochran and
renameéd 1st Laurens Bank which ldentlfres the bank as the descendant of
the first bank in Laurens County. ‘-

2003 - Opened new office on Veterans Boujevard :'
2025 - State Bank was. purchased by BankSorrth

-~

Ben Bradshaw 48 Years :':Victori_a Fulford 4 Years =
Scott Jackson 29 Years . Maria Chavez~ 4 Years ~
'Bill Brown 16 Ye_ars , Jessica Floyd - - 4 Years
‘Stan Carr 13'Years . Tammy RogerS‘ 4 Years
Clay Claxton 12Years-  Shelby Kight - 2 Years
‘Cynthia Collins 11 Years -  Patti Evans - _: 2 Years
Erica Murkerson 11 Years ~ Angela Mobre. "2 Years
Jessi Norris 6 Years - - . Deanrié Layﬂéld .. 1 Year
| Kammy Middlebrooks 5 Years : John Arnold 1 Year
- Anita Cochran - 5 Years | -

_ Board Members
- _ Jackie Bowen - Ben Bradshaw
number of years banking experience . ) Bill'Bfown, Il - Curtis Edwards -
. - - ) _ - Marion “Butch” Freeman
' - Tim Lentile - Gerald Smith

First Laurens Bank is the oldest financial institution in the county.
First Laurens Bank’s roots are deep as our financial history goes back to 1904.
The bank has two branches in the county-one in Dublin and one in Dexter

Our name may have changed over the past one hundred twenty one years,
but our values have remained the same.

Community Banking at Its Best.

2040 Veterans Blvd. Dexter Banking Company 109 E. Main St.
Dublin, GA 31021 1904 Dexter, GA 31019

478-272-8874 478-220-5720
FIRST

LAURENS
B A N K

A Division of

BankSouth
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MLK BREAKFAST

Continued from page 1

commitment was the key,
because the movement was
not just about what was
happening in Memphis.

“The movement con-
tinues in 2026,” Mallow
said. “King knew that jus-
tice needed to reach the
paycheck, classroom and
the ballot box. We are still
struggling with this in 2026.
It is my argument that pub-
lic education is still under
attack. Economic inequality
is still widening; healthcare
remains inaccessible for
too many. Folks are dying
because they don’t have a
doctor to go to. Hospitals
are closing in communities
where it takes an hour to
get you to the next hospital.
Wages still fail to reflect the
dignity of work and justice
too often requires national
attention before it is applied
equally.”

Mallow lifted up the
names of Tyre Nicholas and
Ahmaud Arbery “because
forgetting is just not an op-
tion.

“Dr. King taught us that
democracy demands partic-
ipation, not spectatorship,”
Mallow said. “Faith de-
mands action and not com-
fort. And justice requires
persistence and not patience
alone. As the Rev. William
Barber reminds us that, “we
are called in this moment to
be the moral defibrillators
of our time.” When some
wants the harden the heart
of our democracy, we are

The audience joins in singing the Negro National Anthem, "Lift Every Voice and Sing"

/PAYTON TOWNS Il

called to shock this nation.
We loved to shock it with
mercy and to shock it with
an unrelenting demand for
justice for all.”

Mallow called it a sober-
ing reminder that African
Americans are still mak-
ing some first-time accom-
plishments in this country.
He pointed out that it took
until 2025 to confirm Jus-
tice Ketanji Brown Jackson,
the first African American
woman to serve on U.S. Su-
preme Court.

“We all have a right to
life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness,” Mallow
said. “We need to recommit
ourselves to an unfinished
work.”

Mallow mentioned Matt
Hatchett, state representa-
tive for District 155. Both
opposed a voucher scam bill

during last year’s legislative
session.

“We need to demand that
we fund our public schools
at a meaningful level,” Mal-
low said. “Matt Hatchett
stood in the house as I stood
in the senate, and opposed
a voucher scam bill. They
came up with $250 million
to fund a voucher scam and
that gentleman (pointing to
Hatchett) stood flat-footed
and said we're not going to
put it in the budget. When
we are fighting to make sure
everything south of I-16 is
represented outside of the
metro area, I can count on
Matt Hatchett to be with me
shoulder to shoulder. We
might disagree philosoph-
ically on some things, but
what we agree on is closer
than you think.”

Mallow wanted every-

one to remember Colvin,
who passed away on Jan.
13. He said she may be an
unknown name in the Civil
Rights Movement, but she
was a powerful voice who
led the way for the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott.

“In order for Dr. King
to be great, there had to be
good men and women who
were foot soldiers in the
trenches doing the work,”
Mallow said. “Many of you
in this room are the foot sol-
diers in the trenches doing
the work. You may not re-
ceive the national recogni-
tion or the CNN interview,
but you are doing the work.
So, let us honor the known,
the unknown and the un-
named, the celebrated and
the overlooked, because this
movement for civil rights
and un-justice has always

BLACK HISTORY

Continued from page 1

“We are looking to have all min-
isters attend this,” Wells said. “It
doesn’t matter what denomination,
race, culture or background. If you are
a minister, we want you there.”

The Youth Career Day will take
place at 10 a.m. on Feb. 21 at Great-
er Macedonia Baptist Church.
Also that day, the Legacy Readers,
with a spotlight on the first, will be

held at 5 p.m. The location is to be
announced.

At 7:20 p.m. that day, Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority Inc., will hold a gala at Emory
Thomas Auditorium.

The month of February concludes
with the annual Awards Banquet, to
be held at 1 p.m. at Dublin Middle
School. The guest speaker will be Mi-
chael Thurmond, who served as Geor-
gia Labor Commissioner from 1999 to
2011. Last year, Thurmond announced
he would run in this year's governor's

DL e

election.

The following awards will be hand-
ed out: Senior Citizen of the Year, Man
of the Year, Woman of the Year, Young
Achiever of the Year, Youth of the
Year, Pastor of Excellence, Humani-
tarian Award and Exceptional Achiev-
er Award.

Tickets are on sale now for $35.
The banquet will be held at noon at
DMS. For more information about
these events, call Wells at (478) 697-
7858.
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been bigger than one per-
son.”

Mallow reminded ev-
eryone that evil triumphs
when people stand by and
do nothing. If people want
change, they must partici-
pate, engage and demand
justice.

“Nothing would be more
tragic than to give up right
here in Laurens County,”
Mallow said. “I, like Dr.
King, want to do God’s will.
If you want to do God’s will,
when you see the hungry,
you feed them. When you
see them naked, you clothed
them. When they are in the
prisons, you go and minister
to them. Jesus said, “When
you have done them to the
least of these, you will have
done this for me.” Remem-
ber the least of these. Dr.
King had a dream. We've
been to the mountaintop,
but there is still work to do.”

Valaya Marie Burke,
who served as the break-
fast’s mistress of ceremo-
ny, thanked Mallow for his
speech.

“We are not only leav-
ing here with a full belly
but with a full mind,” Burke
said.

The breakfast celebrated
the 5o0th year of the Black
History Festival commit-
tee’s existence.

Richard Nesbitt present-
ed an award for Willie C
Burke to Genola Burke, who
had no idea this was hap-
pening Monday.

“This is a big surprise,”
Genola said. “On behalf of

the Burke family, I thank
you so much.”

This is the Black Festival
Committee’s 50th year.

“We want to continue to
celebrate and participate
with us,” said Fran Wells,
president of The Dub-
lin-Laurens Black History
Festival Community Com-
mittee Inc. “This is a day of
service.”

Nesbitt said the MLK
Breakfast had more than
500 people in attendance
this year. He said the at-
tendance continues to grow
each year.

“It seems like next year
we are going to have to find
another place to host this,”
Nesbitt said. “We sold over
500 tickets. I want to think
everyone for coming out to
make this possible.”

Nesbitt also addressed
the audience about showing
unity.

“Unity is not just a
word, it’s a condition,” he
said. “We have unity in our
minds, but I don’t think we
have it in our hearts. No
matter where we go, we talk
about unity. Unity has to be
a condition. We have never
been so divided in my life-
time. We cannot depend on
our justice system or gov-
ernment. We must depend
on each other. We must
come together and make
a difference. Until we get
together with unity in our
minds, we are never going to
be able to come together and
help make Dr. King’s dream
come alive.”

Festlval committee pre5|dent Fran Wells/PAYTON TOWNS III

FEBRUARY 7, 2026
10AM-4PM
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Lit Fest

NORTH HOUSTON SPORTS COMPLEX
900 NORTH HOUSTON ROAD
WARNER ROBINS, GA 31088
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