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'Waste and abuse' of funds b%l Dublin City
S

Schools confirmed by specia

By KYLE DOMINY
Staff Reporter

The special state audit
looking into finances of the
troubled Dublin City school
system names potential
waste, overstaffing and a
lack of proper budgeting
processes for the district's
dismal financial state, and
says that officials used the
influx of COVID-era cash to
keep the system afloat.

"Our examination of the
Dublin City School System
(the School District) iden-
tified purchases that raised
concerns about potential
waste and abuse of public

funds, along with weakness-
es in staffing and compensa-
tion practices,”" the report,
conducted by the Geor-
gia Department of Audits
and Accounts, concluded.
"While the use of temporary
COVID funds to support on-
going personnel and operat-
ing expenses masked these
problems for years, the is-
sues ultimately resulted
from absent or weak expen-
diture controls and deficient
budget processes."

The much-anticipated
report, released Wednesday,
confirmed what has already
been identified as the cause
of the city schools' financial

woes — overstaffing, hefty
salaries and lax oversight.
The reported noted four
specific deficiencies within
the school system: Potential
waste and abuse, overstaff-
ing, excess personnel costs
and the use of temporary
funds for ongoing expendi-
tures caused by "weak and/
or absent expenditure con-
trols" and "deficient budget
development processes."
The school system has
spent the better part of a de-
cade languishing in financial
turmoil. The true state of
the district's financial state
came to light in late August
after state officials notified

district leaders of a $6 mil-
lion debt to the State Health
Benefit Plan and a projected
$13 million budget deficit.
The revelations led to
the resignation of former
finance director Chad Mc-
Daniel and the early retire-
ment of superintendent
Fred Williams. Members
of the Dublin City Board of
Education have long attest-
ed that they were kept in the
dark about the true extent of
the budget crisis. The report
noted that the poor budget-
ing processes led to "sig-
nificant variances and the
presentation of inaccurate
financial projections to the

Board of Education." How-
ever financial documents
filed with the state, and
signed by board members,
showed a deficit since July
2024.

As part of its deficit re-
duction plan, the school dis-
trict cut more than 50 posi-
tions, including more than
a dozen teachers. Five have
filed suit against the school
system.  Superior Court
Judge Jud Green heard the
first complaint last month
and has yet to issue a ver-
dict. A ruling for the plain-
tiff could spell disaster for
the school system's effort to
remain financially viable.

tate audit

The special audit re-
viewed expenditures
through fiscal year 2021 to
2025 and identified sever-
al items that "lacked docu-
mented justification" and
"often exceeded what would
be considered reasonable
or necessary”" for a school
system the size of Dublin's.
Specific concerns were:

- Costs for out-of-town
leadership retreats unrelat-
ed to education goals that
included permitted family
member participation at the
expense of the system

STATE AUDIT

Continued on page 10

'Very high'level
of flu cases in Ga.

By PAYTON TOWNS 111

Senior Reporter

The flu is kicking Geor-
gia’s butt.

According to Melissa
Brantley, program manager
and public information of-
ficer for the South Central
Health District, the Geor-
gia Flu Surveillance Report
showed that the state flu ac-
tivity was “very high” during
the final week of 2025.

“It was 13 on a scale of 1
to 13,” Brantley said. “That
activity level is based on the
percent of outpatient visits
in Georgia due to influen-
za-like illness during that
period. We would like to see
that number come down.”

There is a concern that
the number of flu cases
rose this high without stu-
dents being in school. As of
this week, schools have re-
opened and people have re-
turned to work.

“Now that we are back,
what will it mean? This
means people need to be ex-
tra vigilant with protecting
themselves, especially those
who already have compro-
mised immune systems,”
Brantley said.

Dr. Thomas Craft, who
serves as the District Health
Director of the South Cen-
tral Health District, said the
situation was so bad that
the Georgia Department
of Public Health released a
statement about the severi-
ty of flu activity throughout
Georgia.

“So far, the national
numbers of flu cases have al-
ready passed the total num-
ber for last year,” Craft said.
“Last year was the worst flu
outbreak we’ve had in 15
years or so. We are seeing
real significant numbers
nationwide. On a per capita
basis, Georgia was the high-
est of all the states.”

When it comes to limit-
ing the flu, officials ask peo-
ple to wash their hands with
soap and warm water or

use an alcohol-based hand
gel. Other tips from health
experts include the recom-
mendation of coughing or
sneezing into the crook of
the elbow or arm, and to
avoid touching the face be-
cause flu germs can get into
the body through the mu-
cus membranes of the nose,
mouth and eyes.

“Of course, stay home
if you aren’t feeling well so
that you don’t spread your
illness,” Brantley said.

Officials say those with
the flu should be free of a
fever, without the use of a
fever reducer, for at least 24
hours before returning to
school or work. If a person
is caring for a sick individu-
al at home, keep them away
from common areas of the
house and other people as
much as possible.

“Try to avoid close con-
tact with others if you are
feeling bad,” Craft said.
“Don’t share drinking glass-
es, utensils and those kind
of things. Keep a safe dis-
tance.”

Flu symptoms and their
severity vary from person
to person, and can include
fever, cough, sore throat,
runny or stuffy nose, body
aches, headache, chills and
fatigue. Some people are at
higher risk of developing
serious complications. This
includes those 65 years and
older, people of any age with
certain chronic medical
conditions such as asthma,
diabetes, or heart disease,
pregnant women and chil-
dren younger than 5, but es-
pecially those younger than
2 years old.

Those who had not re-
ceived a flu shot yet, and
have no medical conditions
preventing them from doing
so, are encouraged to gain
the health benefits the flu
vaccine provides. The vac-
cine is available at public
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This drone photo shows the view from above as firefighters work to put out a blaze in two downtown Dublin buildings
Wednesday evening/SPECIAL PHOTO, courtesy of Dublin Fire Department

Firefighters attack blaze at downtown businesses

By PAYTON TOWNS Il

Senior Reporter

The Dublin Fire Department is in-
vestigating a Wednesday-night fire that

damage to a neighboring business in
downtown Dublin.

‘ totaled an old building and caused slight

work.”

Firefighters returned to look at the afte
PHOTO, courtesy of Dublin Fire Department

rmath of Wednesda

y's blaze/SPECIAL

According to Dublin Fire Chief Mat-
thew Cutler, they received a call around
7:54 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 7, about a
structure fire at Dublin Glass, 109 Union
St. When they arrived, they discovered
that the fire did not originate from there,
but had moved over to it from the busi-
ness next door at 806 E. Jackson St.

Cutler said that the business was be-
ing used by RR Towing.

“That building is totally destroyed,”
the chief said. “There was a tractor-trail-
er and some sort of work truck that was
in the building, and both were totally
destroyed. They were using it as a tow
yard and possibly for some mechanic

The heat and flames coming from the
building wound up catching the back

FIRE

Continued on page 10
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Woman banned from local grocery store following outburst

From STAFF REPORTS

A 20-year-old woman
was charged with theft by
shoplifting, simple battery,
terroristic threats and acts
and obstruction of an offi-
cer, and handcuffed in the
parking lot of a local grocery
store Tuesday afternoon.

According to a Dublin
Police Department incident
report, officers responded to
a shoplifting call at Kroger
on Hillcrest Parkway. When
they arrived, a Kroger em-
ployee was waving an officer
toward a white Chevrolet
Impala. While approaching

that vehicle, the officer saw
that several individuals were
looking at a baby inside.

At this point, officers
heard yelling coming from
the store and the store man-
ager pointed to a woman,
who was later identified as
Dorreonna Ford.

The officer approached
Ford and asked her to stop
so that they could talk while
the store manager informed
him that the woman had hit
him when she left the store.
The officer asked Ford to
stop agin, but the woman
cursed at him. While the of-
ficer tried to grab Ford, the

woman struck him on the
side of his face, injuring his
elbow.

The officer spun the
woman around, pinned her
against the car and, with as-
sistance from another offi-
cer, handcuffed Ford.

While the other officer
was restraining the woman,
she continued to kick and
attempted to head-butt him,
the report said. Once placed
in the back of a patrol unit,
the woman began kicking
the door. When the officer
opened the door, the woman
threatened both officers.

Ford’s legs were re-

strained in order to keep her
from destroying the back
seat of the vehicle. While
placing the restraints on,
the woman fought by kick-
ing at both officers.

Officers were able to get
in touch with Ford’s cousin,
who took possession of the
vehicle and the infant who
was inside.

An officer watched a re-
corded video showing Ford
leaving the store without
paying for items, which were
placed in a baby car seat in
the video. An employee tried
to stop Ford, but the wom-
an struck him with the car

seat. Ford then saw another
employee recording her and
told her to stop before strik-
ing her with the car seat.

Ford was transported to
the sheriff’s office. When the
officer returned to Kroger,
the store manager wanted
the woman barred from the
store.

He said Ford returned to
the store because she was
looking for her car keys she
believed were lost in the
store.

While looking for the
keys, she was seen throw-
ing and pushing items off of
shelves, causing damage.
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Gayle Wilson Spikes

A celebration of life ser-
vices for Mrs. Gayle Wilson
Spikes will be held Sunday,
Jan. 11, 2026 at 3 p.m. in the
G.O. Wyche Sr. Memorial
Chapel in the Wyche’s Fu-
neral Home. The interment
will follow in the Dudley
Memorial Cemetery

Gayle Spikes last gleam
was peaceful and took place
onJan. 1, 2026 at her home.
Her first glimmer was on
Aug. 14, 1953 in Dublin,
Georgia to the late Anderson
Charleston Wilson Sr. and
Althea Bates Wilson Mec-
Clendon. She had a step-fa-
ther, the late James McClen-
don. Gayle attended Dublin
City Schools and graduated
from Dublin High School in
1971. After high school, she
attended Savannah State
College and Swainsboro
Technical School and re-
ceived her Nursing license
in 1981. Gayle went on to
work for the VA Medical
Center in Dublin, Georgia.
She worked there from 1984
until retirement.

Gayle was known for her
medical intelligence, quick
wit, sassy spirit, and desire
to help whomever she could.
Even when she didn’t have
it, she made efforts to help.
If she was trying to borrow
it, chances are, it was to help
someone else. As a daugh-
ter, Gayle was devoted, as
a sister, Gayle was tolerant,
as a parent, she was inten-
tional, defending, and lead
via tough love. As a cousin,
Gayle was protective, and as
a friend she was an absolute
joy to be around. Gayle, also
known as “Koolaid” carried
herself with confidence and
authenticity. She was never
afraid to be exactly who she
was and say exactly what
she meant. She knew how
to enjoy life and encour-
aged others to do the same...
laugh louder, love harder,
sacrifice, work hard and
play hard. That was how she
lived her life. She will be lov-
ingly remembered, tenderly
missed and eternally held

ANNIVERSARIES

Jan.10
Brain & Patti Portwood

BIRTHDAYS

Jan.10
Danni Leigh Barwick
Robert Perry

Jan. 11
Freda McCloud Council
Joseph Gray
Hurshel Hardy
Cameron Lindsey

Jan. 12
John Smith Jr.

dear.

She is preceded in death
by both sets of grandpar-
ents, Clifton “Needham”
Wilson and Sallie Mae Wil-
son, Edwin Bates and Slater
Moore Bates, parents, An-
derson Charleston Wilson
Sr. and Althea Bates Wil-
son McClendon, stepfather,
James McClendon, broth-
er, Anderson Charleston
“Luke” Wilson Jr., Aunts,
Jessie Bates Ballard, Melba
Baker, and beloved friend of
many years, W.L. Marshall.

Gayle is survived by
her husband, Carl Spikes,
daughter, LaChanté Thomas
of Virginia, granddaughter,
Leyna Thomas of Virgin-
ia, son, Nicholas Spikes of
North Dakota, cousins; Ray-
mond Bain of Nevada, Tina
Baker-Ivey (Johnny) Hansel
Baker III, Edwin Maxell of
Tennessee, Edwin Maxwell
Jr., Aleah Maxwell and Brix-
ton Maxwell all of Georgia,
Mae Ruth Johnson of II-
linois, Ardena Jenkins of
Kentucky, Robina Jenkins,
Rhonda Jenkins both of Al-
abama, Kathy Sims and Roy
Johnson both of Illinois;
extended family, Karen
Stanley, Miah Stanley and
TJ Thomas all of Georgia;
longtime friends, Willie Mae
Wynn and Velma Vickers
both of Georgia and a multi-
tude of friends and commu-
nity members who will hold
on to her beautiful heart and
contagious laugher.

Friends are being re-
ceived at the family resident,
502 Marcus Street, Dublin,
Ga.

Arrangements entrusted
to Wyche’s Funeral Home.
(www.wychesfuneralho-
meinc.com).

Theresa Johnson

Mrs. Theresa Johnson,
60, of Dublin passed away
Saturday, Jan. 3, 2026, at
Donaldsonville Hospital in
Donaldsonville. She was
born in Lynwood, Califor-
nia on Nov. 5, 1965, to the
late Lucian Elsie Stapleton
and Pamela Jean Dukes
Stapleton. Theresa had a
contagious smile. She was
soft-spoken, sweet-natured
and she was very encour-
aging to everyone. Theresa
loved to swim, read and was
always ready for a walk. She
was a member of Northside
Baptist Church.

Theresa was preceded in
death by her parents and
siblings, Charles Alvin Wat-

NEWS DIGEST

son Jr., Lisa Darlene Sta-
pleton, Pamela Yvonne Sta-
pleton, and James Joseph
Stapleton.

Survivors include her
husband, Stephen John-
son; daughter, Holly Ann

Johnson; siblings, Lynn
Stapleton, Ronald “Sam”
Stapleton, Deborah Rose

Stapleton; several nieces,
nephews and many friends.

Graveside Service will be
11:30 a.m. Wednesday, Jan.
7, 2026, at Rehoboth Baptist
Church Cemetery with Rev-
erend Chad Kennison offici-
ating.

Condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.chapmanf-
hofswainsboro.com.

Chapman Funeral Home
of Swainsboro is in charge of
the arrangements for Mrs.
Theresa Johnson, 60, of
Dublin.

Mitzi Taylor Studstill

Mitzi Taylor Studstill,
age 66, passed away peace-
fully the morning of Jan.
7, 2025 at Emory Winship
Cancer Center in Atlanta,
Georgia, following a three
month fight with an aggres-
sive form of endometrial
cancer. She was born on
Dec. 29, 1959, in Eastman,
Georgia.

Mitzi was a devoted wife,
mother and Nana. She is
survived by her husband,
Jay Studstill; her sons, Ja-
son Studstill (Annie DeAn-
gelo) and James Studstill;
her grandchildren, Daniel,
Noah and Dawson Studstill;
and her siblings, Clarence
(Lori) Taylor, Fay (Tim) Re-
ich, and Lee (Gerry) Taylor.

Mitzi spent her forma-
tive years at Berry College in
Rome, Georgia, where she
earned a business degree
and formed lifelong friend-
ships. She later earned a
Master’s degree in business
education from Valdosta
State University. Known for
her intelligence, curiosity,
and attention to detail, Mitzi
approached everything she
did with care and intention.

After marrying her hus-
band of 42 years, Mitzi and
Jay lived in Valdosta, Geor-
gia, where both of their sons
were born, later moving
to Lawrenceville and then
Statesboro, Georgia, where
they raised their family and
became deeply involved in
the community. In recent
years, they made their home
in Dublin, Georgia.

She was actively involved
in her children’s schools and
community organizations,
supporting PTO, academ-
ic boosters and Statesboro
football and band programs.
She also contributed to
fundraising efforts, includ-
ing editing the Women of
Georgia Power cookbook.
In her later years, she was
a member of Dublin First
Baptist Church.

Above all, Mitzi will be re-
membered for her generous
heart, strong character, and
the quiet care she showed
to everyone around her. She
will be deeply missed and
lovingly remembered.

The family will receive
friends on Saturday, Jan.
10, 2026, from 5 p.m. until 7
p.m. at Townsend Brothers
Funeral Home.

A funeral service cele-
brating her life will be held
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 11
at the First Baptist Church
of Dublin. Burial will follow
the service at 4 p.m. at Old
Daniel Baptist Church Cem-
etery in Eastman, Ga.

Please visit WWW

townsendfuneralhome.com
for service updates and to
sign the online memorial
register.
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Susie May Wiggins
Funeral services for
Mother Susie May Wig-
gins, of Dublin, Georgia,
will be held on Sunday, Jan.
11, 2026, at 3 p.m. at the
Church of Anointed Ves-
sels Restoration Center, 218
Joiner Street in Dublin. Pas-
tor Gretta Smith will deliver
the eulogy. Interment will
follow in the Dudley Memo-
rial Cemetery. The family
will receive visitors on Sat-
urday, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. at the
Dudley Funeral Home.
Susie M. Wiggins was
born in Dublin, Georgia,
on Oct. 11, 1931, to the late
Julia Woodum and Elisha
Wiggins. She was retired
from Fairview Park Hospital
on the 3 ‘til 11 shift. She was
an employee of the month
two times and received the
culture awards thirteen
times including returning
money, checkbook, jewelry,
and billfolds. Susie Wiggins
was Mother of the Church
of Anointed Vessels Resto-
ration Center where she was
a member until her health
declined. She was a volun-
teer at Dublinair Nursing
Home. And she loved work-
ing in her beautiful yard un-

The Dublin-Laurens County Chamber
Community Foundation in collaboration

with the Mary Frances Early College of

Education and the Archway Partnership is
conducting a survey to identify and under-
stand the gaps in current and desired child
care access in the county. Public input will
help inform future decisions and planning
to better support families, educators and

the community.
Survey details:
-Online and anonymous

-Takes only 15-20 minutes
-Opportunity to win one of five $100

prepaid Visa gift cards

Land / Lot Clearing

Tree Removal / Clean Up
Privacy / Farm Fencing
Basement Excavation
Pond Clearing and
Restoration Under Brush
Mowing Landscaping

JM Enterprises & More
581 478-234-6632 N\

Call For Free Estimate

Building Demolition
Driveway Installation
Grading

Road Building

House Pads

Food Plots Excavation /
Trenching

478-234-6632

Owner/Operator: James G. Moss - Sparta, GA.

Take the survey at: http://uga.question-
pro.com/DLCsurvey

The next regular meeting of the East
Dublin mayor and city council will be held
at East Dublin City Hall in the Terrie E.
Drew Council Chambers on Monday, Jan.
12 at 5:30 p.m. with pre-council beginning
at 5 p.m. The agenda is as follows:

-Call to order

-Invocation

-Pledge to flag
-0Old business

-New business

-Recognition of residents

Richard Baker,
Downtown Dublin’s
“Sole Man,” is operating

RICHARD’S
SHOE SHOP

out of 112 Academy Road
in Dublin 3 days a week.
Please call (478) 262-6949
to schedule your
appointment.

til she was 92, and she was
a spiritual mother who loved
the Lord.

Mother Wiggins passed
away on Tuesday, Jan. 7,
2026, as she peacefully en-
tered eternal rest, answering
God's call with family. She
was preceded in death by a
loving daughter, Ann (Coot)
Walker, three brothers and
three sisters

Mother Wiggins leaves to
cherish her memory devot-
ed goddaughter and great
niece, Ashlynn Griffin, de-
voted nieces and great niec-
es, Julia McClendon. Cyn-
thia (Demetrice) Wright.
Barbara (Daniel) Jolley,
Betty Edwards, Damyla
Wright, Ryann Griffin, and
Aria Griffin, devoted neph-
ews, Kenneth (Linda) Grif-
fin, Tony (Tina) Griffin, sev-
eral other nieces, nephews
and a host of other relatives
and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations
of Dublin.

Wayne Franklin Clark

Mr. Wayne Franklin
Clark, age 92, beloved hus-
band of Lauradell Meeks
Clark of Forest Park, Geor-
gia passed away peacefully
on Sunday morning, Nov.
30, 2025, at their home.

Born in Montgomery
County, he was one of six
sons born to the late Herbert
Franklin Clark and Lovie
Jeanette Fordham Clark.
Mr. Clark grew up in Mt
Vernon and had attended
Brewton Parker during the
8th and 9th grades before
graduating from Ailey High
School in 1950. In 1951, he
enlisted in the United States
Army where he served with
the Special Forces in the Eu-
ropean Theatre. Upon be-
ing honorably discharged,
he worked at the Savannah
River Site in Jackson, S.C.
before joining Union Camp
Paper Corporation in Lake-
land, Fla. in 1958. In 19509,
he married Lauradell Meeks.
He transferred with Union
Camp to Forest Park, Geor-
gia in the 1961, where they
made their home. Mr. Clark
remained with Union Camp
until retiring as a supervisor
in 1992, with 33 years of to-
tal service.

Mr. and Mrs. Clark were
members of First Christian
Church, Tyrone, Georgia.

JOHNSON

Tree & Stump Removal
Tree Removal » Stump Grinding
Bobcat Service # Lot Clearing

- INSURED -
478-273-1709
Truck

478-275-8003
Home

In addition to his par-
ents, he is preceded in death
by siblings, Terrell Clark
(Dot), Elton Clark (Rachel)
and Guy Clark (Wanda).

Mr. Clark leaves behind,
his wife of 66 years, Lau-
radell Meeks Clark, Forest
Park, Ga.; their two sons,
Stephen  Clark (Becky),
Sharpsburg, Ga.; Brett Clark
(Kim), Milner, Ga.; broth-
ers, Carlos Clark (Marynell),
Orianna, Ga.; Wade Clark
(Ann), Soperton, Ga.; four
grandchildren, great grand-
children, nieces and neph-
ews.

Funeral services will be
conducted at 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Jan. 17, 2026 in the
Williams Chapel of Sam-
mons Funeral Home with,
his sons, Reverend Stephen
Clark and Brett Clark, offici-
ating.

Mr. Clark will be laid to
rest privately at the Orianna
Cemetery.

His family will receive
friends on Saturday, from 10
a.m. until the hour of service
at Sammons Funeral Home.

Please share a memory,
leave a condolence message
and sign the online guest
register at www.sammons-
funeralhome.com.

Sammons Funeral
Home — Family Owned
and Operated Since 1917

912-529-4411 or 478-
455-0671

HERE'S A TIP

By JOANN DERSON

King Features

* "Here's a great chore
for little kids. Our family
seems to leave shoes all
over the house. I will have
my 4-year-old collect the
shoes and deliver them to
the room of the person to
whom the shoes belong.
It's a very easy chore and
even like a game some-
times." -- A.J. in Texas

* "When cooking from
arecipe that I'm not super
familiar with, I tape it to
the front of my kitchen
cabinet. It's in a central
location, easy to see and
won't get dirty. If it turns
out to be something I like,
I put it in a plastic sleeve
protector in my cook-
book. I can still pull it out
and tape it to the cabinet
when necessary." -- R.G.
in Georgia

The family of the late
Benny Brantley Jr.
(B.J.) would like to

express our heartfelt

thanks for your acts of
kindness, prayers and
love that you showed
during the loss of our
loved one. May God
bless you.

The Brandloy
Tamily

IR .

DIVORCED OR SEPARATED?
WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU FIND
HOPE AND HEALING

DIVORCE( dI€.

MEETS ON TUESDAYS FROM 6:45-8:15 PM
1T MEETING ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 13™

TO JOIN OUR 13-WEEK DIVORCE RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP,
CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 478-272-4031

APTIST CHU

WANT TO FIND FREEDOM FROM
LIFE'S HURTS, HANG-UPS, & HABITS?

WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU FIND FREEDOM
FROM THE ISSUES CONTROLLING YOUR LIFE

Recovery

A CHRIST CENTERED Reeovesy

SMALL GROUP
MEETS ON THURSDAYS AT 6:15 PM
15T MEETING ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 15™

TO JOIN OUR SMALL GROUP RECOVERY COMMUNITY,
CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 478-272-4031

@) BETHSAIDA
_ B A HURCH

www.bethsaidabaptistchurch.org

1§ B W

2519 Hwy 80 West
Dublin, GA 31021
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Draft board seeks whereabouts of 2 men

Dublin Courier-Herald,
Dispatch, And Press

Laurens County Draft
Board No. 2 today sought
information on the where-
abouts of two registrants so
that questionnaires can be
delivered to them.

One man was listed as
Arthur Lee Robertson, who
was registered as of Glen-
wood, Route 2. The Board
reported that it was in-
formed that he now lives in
Dublin, but his address is
not known.

The other is Josephus
Parker, also known as
James Temple, whose orig-
inal address was given as
Dublin, Route 1, and whose
last known address is Val-
dosta. He wrote about his
grandmother, Vinnie Coney
of that city, but inquiries
about his selective service
mail have failed because he
failed to give his address.

Anyone knowing where
these two men are should
tell them to get in touch with
the Board at once, since it is
not the Board's responsibil-
ity to keep up with their reg-
istrants.

Persons changing their
addresses should notify the
Board at once, and those
failing to do so are subject
to penalty on the discretion
of the Board.

ABSENCES CLOSE
CITY SCHOOLS

Dublin city schools
closed this afternoon until
next Monday due to what
Superintendent  A.J.Har-
grove described as "an un-
usually large number of
absences on account of ill-
ness."

The superintendent add-
ed that he did not know
"how many of those ill have
influenza," a malady that is
reportedly widespread over
this and other sections of
the nation.

Laurens County School
Superintendent Elbert
Mullis said that a confer-
ence of school heads of the
county system will be held
tomorrow afternoon to de-

OBITUARIES

Johnny Franklin
"Sonny Boy" Mitchell

Funeral services for Mr.
Johnny Franklin “Sonny
Boy” Mitchell, 67, of Atlan-
ta, Georgia, will be held on
Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026, at
3 p.m. at Rucker Funeral
Home, 2199 Candler Road
in Decatur.

Johnny Franklin Mitchell
was born in Dudley, Georgia,
on June 25, 1958. He passed
away on Dec. 25, 2025. He
was preceded in death by his
parents, Roosevelt Mitch-
ell and Francis Butler, son,
Keith Mitchell and sisters,
Bertha “Sussie” Flowers,
Claira “Bay Bay” Mitchell,
and Deon Edmond.

Johnny is survived by his
daughter, Jennifer Stanley,
his son, Devon (Michelle)
Mitchell,  granddaughter,
Ryleigh Oliver, longtime
companion, Jessica Hollis,
sisters, Beatrice Lynn, Latha
O'Neal. Brenda Mitchell.
Gladys Brimah, Terry (Roy)
Walter, Rhonda (Alvin)
Austin Lorin (Will) Me-
Cloud, brothers, Roosevelt
Mitchell, Ralph (Kaysheila)
Mitchell, Kenneth (Pamela)
Mitchell, Micheal (Katrina)
Mitchell, and a host of other
relatives and friends.

This announcement is
courtesy of Dudley Funeral
Home and Cremations of
Dublin.

termine what course they
shall take in regard to con-
tinued operation.

Meanwhile, the number
of cases reported over the
city and county continued
to mount, a survey of physi-
cians showed. Most of these
are mild, however, and no
deaths in the section have
been attributed to the out-
break so far.

Superintendent Har-
grove, stressing that the
condition is probably not
as serious as some reports
would indicate, said that the
decision to close the schools
for the balance of the week
was reached when it was
shown that average daily
attendance upon which is
based teacher allotments,
had fallen below the re-
quired number for the pres-
ent city system.

Dr. O.H. Cheek,
city-county = Commission-
er of Health, said that al-
though the number of cases
unofficially reported over
the county appeared to be
heavy, only 26 had been re-
corded at his office during
the past week and this is
about the same number as
reported at this time last
year.

However, Dr. Cheek said,
"I am aware that the malady
is prevalent throughout the
county, but many persons
are not seeking medical aid
and some of the doctors are
not reporting the cases that
come to their attention.

"The Health Department
mails every physician an
official card for reporting
to the Health Department.
When they are received, the
county health office makes
a report to the State Health
Department.

"Official reports in the
Health Department here
show no complications and
most cases are mild," he
concluded.

CADWELL GETS BIG
CAMP

The state public works
camp located at Soperton
for the past four years is
now being moved to Cad-
well, and it is expected to be
in full operation there with-
in the next week.

The camp, one of the
largest in the state, is con-
structed on a semi-perma-
nent basis wherever located
and carries a considerable
payroll for guards and oth-
er employees. The largest
of the barracks for housing
prisoners has already been
moved, and a number of
guards have located at Cad-
well.

While at Soperton, high-
way work has been carried
on in all directions, includ-
ing construction on roads
leading from that city to-
ward Dublin, Mt. Vernon,
Metter, Adrian, Vidalia,
and the new Oconee River
bridge west of Soperton.

A number of employees
and prisoners at the camp
has been recently reduced
due to completion of most
of the projects, but it is ex-
pected to be increased again
upon removal to Cadwell. At
present, there are about 40
guards and other paid em-
ployees and approximately
175 prisoners.

Among projects await-
ing completion and expect-
ed to be undertaken from
the new base are the Dub-
lin-Eastman road, on which
all of the grading in Dodge
County is yet to be done;
the Soperton-Eastman
road from the new Oconee
River bridge, and the road
branching off from the Sop-
erton-Eastman route below
Cadwell, running through
Cadwell, Chester, and on to
Cochran.

While on most of the
projects grading and build-
ing of culverts is yet to
be done, the portion of
the Dublin-Eastman road
from Garretta on the Dub-
lin-McRae highway to the
Dodge County line beyond
Cadwell is ready for pav-
ing, and it is likely that the
camp's forces will also be
employed for that purpose
since sufficient equipment

is kept on hand for such
work.

Considerable of the pav-
ing around Soperton was
done by the camp's forces.

DEFENSE CLASS
FORMED

Applications for inclu-
sion of the Dublin High
School in the federal gov-
ernment's defense educa-
tion program has been ap-
proved, Superintendent A.J.
Hargrove announced today,
and a class in acetylene
welding is being formed as
the school's initial project.

The class will receive
instructions at Rawls' Ga-
rage, under supervision of
Otis Rawls, manager, and
will also be given a labora-
tory course. Sessions will be
held three times a week, on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, and will contin-
ue for 12 weeks.

Appropriations for the
defense education program
are disbursed through the
State Board of Education,
and both the city and rural
schools are eligible.

At Dudley, a class in
woodworking and mechan-
ics got under way this week,
according to an announce-
ment made by Superinten-
dent R.O. Powell.

Other schools of the
county are also expected to
take part in the program.

RAT PROOFING
CONTINUES
Rat proofing buildings
in Dublin has been going
on steadily for some time,
with the city furnishing the
labor, the State Health De-
partment the supervision,
and the business houses the
material used. It is hoped
to have complete coopera-
tion in the drive, as that will
make it most effective.

FEDERAL SAVINGS
OFFICERS NAMED
All officers and directors

of the First Federal Savings
and Loan Association of
Dublin were re-elected for
another year at a meeting of
the stockholders last night.

They are

Cecil E. Carroll - Presi-
dent

Mrs. H.D. Beacham -

First Vice President
E.B. Mackey - Second

Vice President

F.N. Watkins - Secre-
tary-Treasurer

C.C. Crockett - Counsel

Mr. Carroll, Mrs. Bea-
cham, Mr. Mackey, John
H. Mahoney E.G. Simmons,
Mrs. E.B. Middleton, Sam
V. Conyers, George T. Mor-
ris, and Doyle C. Knight are
the Directors.

COUNTY SCHOOLS
WILL NOT CLOSE
Schools of the Laurens

County system will not be
closed as a result of the re-
ported widespread outbreak
of influenza, it was decided
at a meeting of superinten-
dents at the office of Coun-
ty Superintendent Elbert
Mullis here yesterday after-
noon.

The decision to take no
action in the situation fol-
lowed reports by the various
school heads that absences
now are no greater than at
the same time last year, av-
erage daily attendance be-
ing only about 20 per cent
off.

Superintendent  Mullis
stated that opinion at the
conference appeared to be
that the crisis has passed
and that the number of cas-
es reported will now rapidly
decrease.

Schools of the Dublin
city system will reopen on
Monday after having been
closed for three days.

However, courts sched-
uled to convene here this
month have been postponed
mainly because of the diffi-
culty of assembling witness-
es and other interested par-
ties who have been stricken
or who have not sufficiently
recovered to appear.

United States District
Court was to convene on
Monday and Laurens Su-
perior Court the following
week.

AUCTION SALES
MOUNTING

Sales at this week's
livestock auction here in-
creased again this week for
the fourth successive time, a
total of $13,286 being paid
for hogs and cattle.

Top price for hogs was
$7.10, and feeder cattle
brought up to $825.

Approximately 950 hogs
were sold, 384 head being

By HARRIETT CLAXTON

No. 1'sand 2's. A total of 347
cows were auctioned.

In connection with next
Thursday's sale, M.E. Co-
chran, manager of the
stockyards, announced that
auctions would begin at
2:30 so that they could be
completed by night, and he
requested that all who plan
to sell on that day bring in
their stock early enough to
enable the sale to get under
way at that time.

BARBERS SEEK

BETTER PRICES
Passage of an act to per-
mit regulation of barber-
ing prices in Dublin will be
sought at the next session of
City Council, it was learned

today.
The proposed ordinance,
patterned after similar

acts in Atlanta and Macon,
would create a barbers'
board with authority to en-
force health regulations and
require establishments to
stabilize prices at a level suf-
ficient to maintain shops in
a sanitary condition.

Under this  set-up,
spokesmen said, the price
of haircuts would be set at
35 cents and shaves at 20
cents.

Only one shop in Dublin
maintains the 35-cent price
for haircuts; most of the oth-
ers charge 25 cents, and one
only 20 cents. Shaves, with
the exception of two shops,
which charge 15 cents, are
already 20 cents.

Other barber services
would also be regulated.

A delegation of barbers
interested, headed by S.F.
Beasley, are expected to ap-
pear before the Council to
present the request for such
an ordinance. They will bear
a petition containing the
names of most of the bar-
bers here favoring such an
act.

What does

owthm 2026

HARGROVE NAMED
AGAIN
Superintendent AJ.

Hargrove of the Dublin
schools has been re-elected
for his twelfth consecutive
year, beginning next July 1,
the City Board of Education
announced today,

It was also announced
that Marshall A.Chapman
had been re-elected Chair-
man of the Board, James
L.Keen, Vice Chairman, and
S.M. Alsup, Treasurer.

Other members of the
Board are Paul Hudson,
W.S. Jones, Jr., Dr.F.R.
Zetterower, and C.U. Smith.

JOBLESS PAID

Unemployment  work-
ers in Laurens County were
paid $10,403.92 in bene-
fits by the Bureau of Em-
ployment Compensation in
1940, Commissioner of La-
bor Ben T. Huiet announced
today.

They received a total of
2,806 checks.

Benefit payments, Com-
missioner  Huiet  said,
showed an upward trend
from January until August,
when a record peak was
reached. Thereafter, he re-
ported payments declined
steadily and in December
fell to the lowest point since
November 1939. This drop
was accounted for in the
employment opportunities
in connection with the Na-
tional Defense program.

Since January of 1939,
when the benefit-paying
program was inaugurat-
ed, benefit checks have
averaged about $6.27 and
ranged in amounts from a
dollar to the maximum of
$15 a week, depending on
the previous earnings of
workers.
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Shopping carts and living at the end of civilization

Like most people, Sylvan Goldman wanted to make
more money.

The businessman knew what it was like to lose it all. He
had lost what most folks would call a fortune in the stock
market crash, but towards the end of the Great Depression
he had once again found success and financial freedom.
But of course, you can never make too much money.

In 1937, Goldman was owner of Humpty Dumpty, a
chain of supermarkets in Oklahoma City. One night, he
whiled away the hours in his office pondering up a way
to move more groceries from his shops. Inspired by met-
al framed folding chairs and with the help of a young me-
chanic well on his way to being a mad scientist, Goldman
developed the first shopping cart, a simple wire basket on a
frame with wheels.

On June 4, he unveiled his invention to his custom-
ers. Goldman's hopes of instantly doubling his sales were
anything but triumphant. Shoppers shied away from this
Frankenstein's monster of a device. Men laughed at it. They
wouldn't dare be caught pushing a basket for help, but pre-
ferred to carry everything in their arms like gorillas build-
ing a nest. Women scoffed at the buggies. Society already
forced all domestic roles on them and they didn't want to
spend more time pushing around what was essentially a
baby carriage.

Thus the shopping cart had a dismal debut.

But Goldman, being the astute person that he was, did
what any entrepreneur with disposable income would do:

Collect them all!

By KYLE DOMINY

He hired beautiful people to walk around his shops push-
ing the carts.

It's funny what happens to humans when we see at-
tractive people doing something. We think doing the same
thing makes us attractive. Soon, people everywhere were
shopping for groceries with the aid of buggies.

To get revenge on people for at-first rejecting his revo-

lutionary retail aid, Goldman later invented shopping cart
advertisements, selling only to real estate and insurance
agents and wheels that last no longer than six months and
cause carts to constantly drift to the left.

Have you ever pushed a brand new shopping cart? It's
one of the greatest pleasures a body can experience. I'm
talking heaven on earth, up there with holding your baby
for the first time.

Now we can't imagine going into a store and not see-
ing an abundance of carts, neatly lined up waiting for our
arrival. Men and women alike, shudder at the thought of
carrying groceries around like a pack mule. My wife called
me from a popular chain grocer the other day. Not a buggy
to be found. She left the store.

I returned to the location the next day with my son,
the black-belt in tackwondo. There were only a couple of
carts available, the rest abandoned and scattered across the
parking lot like a scene in a post-apocalyptic movie. Shop-
pers moaned and shuffled around like zombies. I managed
to get my hands on one, beating an overweight man wear-
ing a fedora and flip flops to the last cart in the corral.

We did our shopping as quickly as we could and got out
of the store. After loading the haul into the car, I made a
great show of returning the buggy to the proper receptacle,
demonstrating to passersby appropriate behavior.

I just hope and pray I'm attractive enough to make a
difference.

DIVA ON A DIME

Super foods on a shoestring: Eating
well for less than $1 a serving

By PATTI DIAMOND

King Features

When food prices rise, many people as-
sume that eating well is the first thing that
has to go. But some of the most nourishing
foods in the grocery store are also the least
expensive and they've been quietly hold-
ing the line for years.

You don't need specialty products, pro-
tein powders or a long ingredients list to
feed yourself well. You need a short list of
reliable foods that are affordable, versatile
and easy to use.

Here are some of the most powerful
"everyday super foods" you can still buy
for a dollar a serving or less, even in 2026.

Eggs: Few foods offer as much nutri-
tion for the price. Eggs provide protein,
healthy fats and key vitamins, and they
work for breakfast, lunch or dinner.

Beans and Lentils: Canned or dried,
beans and lentils are among the most bud-
get-friendly sources of protein and fiber
available. They're filling, shelf-stable and
endlessly adaptable.

Oats: Plain old-fashioned oats are in-
expensive and versatile. Beyond being
my favorite breakfast, they can be used in
baking, to thicken soups or to stretch meat
dishes.

Brown Rice and Other Whole Grains:
Brown rice, barley and other whole grains
provide steady energy and form the back-
bone of many low-cost meals.

Cabbage: Inexpensive, long-lasting
and packed with nutrients, underrated
and overlooked, cabbage works roasted,
sauteed, shredded into salads or added to
soups and stir-fries.

Carrots: Affordable year-round and
naturally sweet, carrots add nutrition, col-
or and substance to meals.

Frozen Vegetables: Frozen vegetables
are picked at peak ripeness, often cost less
than fresh and help reduce food waste.

Plain Yogurt: Plain yogurt is econom-
ical and versatile and can be used for
breakfast, sauces, marinades, baking or as
a sour cream substitute.

Seasonal Fruit: Apples, oranges and
bananas remain some of the best values in
the produce department.

Now, here's an easy recipe that brings
several of these foods together.

EVERYDAY BEAN, VEGETABLE &
GRAIN BOWL
Yield: 4 servings
Total Time: 40 minutes

4 large eggs, hard- or soft-boiled

1 to 2 tablespoons olive oil

3 cups frozen mixed vegetables

3 cups cooked rice or other grains
(brown rice, barley, farro or quinoa)

3 cups cooked beans or lentils (about 2
15-ounce cans), drained and rinsed

1/2 teaspoon salt, plus more to taste

1/4 teaspoon black pepper

Optional Toppings:

A pinch of garlic powder, cumin or
smoked paprika

Plain yogurt or sour cream

Lemon wedges or a splash of vinegar

Fresh or dried herbs

Place eggs in a single layer in a sauce-
pan and cover with cold water by 1 inch.
Bring to boiling, then cover and remove
from heat. Let sit 6 minutes for soft-set
yolks or 10-12 minutes for hard-boiled.
Drain and transfer to cold water to stop
cooking. Peel when cool.

Meanwhile, heat the olive oil in a large
skillet over medium heat. Add the vegeta-
bles and cook until tender, 5 to 8 minutes.
Stir in the rice and beans and season with
salt and pepper. Cook until everything is
heated through.

Divide the mixture among four bowls.
Top each serving with an egg and finish
with any optional toppings you like.

This is the kind of flexible, affordable
meal that adapts to what you have and
keeps you happily full.

Eating well doesn't require perfec-
tion or expensive ingredients. It requires
choosing foods that work as hard as you
do. When your pantry is stocked with
affordable, nourishing staples, healthy
meals become easier and far less expen-
sive. And that's a habit worth keeping all
year long. Happy New Year!

Lifestyle expert Patti Diamond is the
penny-pinching, party-planning, recipe
developer and content creator of the web-
site Divas On A Dime -- Where Frugal,
Meets Fabulous! Visit Patti at www.diva-
sonadime.com and join the conversation
on Facebook at DivasOnADimeDotCom.
Email Patti at divapatti@divasonadime.
com

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

BY MARRIOTT

620 Pinehill Rd., Dublin, Georgia 31021 -478-277-0333
www.marriott.com/DBNFI

George Beverly Shea (1909-2013)

America’s beloved gospel singer

George Beverly Shea, son
of Methodist pastor Rev.
Adam Shea, was born in
Winchester, Ontario, Can-
ada in 1909, and was the
fourth of eight children.

His mother was the
church organist and awak-
ened her children every
morning by singing and
playing on the piano a be-
loved Christian song. The
Shea family was a musical
family from the beginning,
and worshipping together
was always a joy.

Bev (as he was called
by his friends) was shy, re-
served, courteous and al-
ways committed to Jesus
Christ in his life in his mu-
sic.

His singing was never a
performance but always a
ministry.

He also played in piano,
organ, violin and harmon-
ica. His family moved from
Ontario to Houghton in
Upstate New York in 1917,
where Bev later attended
Houghton College.

He met and married his
sweetheart Erma Scharfe in
1934, and the year before at
age 23 he wrote the music to
"I'd Rather Have Jesus" that
became one of his signature
songs. He turned down sec-
ular and contract offers to
insist that his God-given
musical talents be used for
the Lord.

He became "the most in-
fluential and most popular
gospel singer of the 2oth
century.”

I

Erma died of cancer af-
ter 42 years of marriage.
Ten years later, Bev met and
married Karlene Aceto.

Both Erma and Karlene
were devoted wives and ful-
ly committed to Bev's music
ministry.

He had a ministry in
song at Moody Bible Insti-
tute in Chicago beginning
in 1938, and there he met
Cliff Barrows in 1943, and
Billy Graham in 1945, as the
Youth for Christ ministry
was launched.

The three teamed to-
gether at Moody and began
the program "Songs in the
Night" featuring Cliff as an-
nouncer and choir director
and Bev as soloist before
the young Billy Graham
preached.

Thus, these three began
the world-wide evangelistic
crusades that continued for
the next 50 years.

A few of his favorite
gospel songs were: "Great
Is Thy Faithfulness," "In
Times Like These," "I'd

Rather Have Jesus," "It Is
No Secret," and "How Great
Thou Art."

While en route by ship
for a crusade in Scotland
in 1955, he wrote the words
and music to "The Wonder
of It All."

He recorded more than
70 albums, was physical-
ly strong in his 9os, and
was "promoted to glory"” on
April 17, 2013, at the age of
104.

He had sung to more
people than anyone else in
history, estimated to be over
220 million people in about
185 countries.

What a musical legacy
George Beverly Shea has left
the world as a musical am-
bassador for the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Peace!

Writer's Note: This
sketch has relied on infor-
mation gleaned from a re-
cent biography of George
Beverly Shea by Paul Davis.
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Moment of Inspiration
Are You Really Listening?

God’s Word was never meant to be heard and forgotten. James 1:22
reminds us, “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.” True
listening always leads to obedience.

It is easy to hear Scripture, agree with it, and still walk away unchanged.
But when we truly listen to God, His Word shapes our choices, our
attitudes, and our actions. Listening means being willing to obey—even
when it challenges us or calls us out of our comfort.

Today, ask yourself: Is God’s Word just reaching my ears, or is it
reaching my heart? When we listen and do what He says, our lives begin
to reflect His truth and His grace.

Prayer: Lord, help me not only hear Your Word, but obey it. Give me a
heart that listens and a life that follows. Amen.

Dr. Curt Lysaker, Pastor Shady Grove Baptist Church, East Dublin, GA
Pastors if you would like to share a devotional please email to: advertisingtch@ gmail.com
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FARM & GARDEN

803 E. Jackson St.,
478-272-3340

oche

Dublin

These merchants and The Courier Herald take pride in presenting this

message and encourage you to attend the church of your choice.
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Dublin Police
Department

— Jerry Vernard Mack-
ey, 48, was charged with
criminal trespass at Roberts
Street Apartments around
4:40 p.m. on Dec. 15. An
officer was contacted by the
Dublin Housing Authority
in reference to two individ-
uals refusing to vacate an
apartment located within
the Robert Street Apartment
complex after being directed
to leave by a DHA represen-
tative.

The officer, who was fa-
miliar with the ongoing sit-
uation, responded to the
scene. Prior to arrival, the
officer had been advised by
DHA staff that an elderly
male tenant had been taken
advantage of by two individ-
uals who were attempting to
unlawfully occupy and take
control of his apartment.

DHA staff investigated
the situation and revealed
that Mackey and another
person identified as Tracey
Butler, 42, had been resid-
ing in the apartment with
the elderly tenant with-

out authorization. Mackey
claimed to be acting as a
“caretaker.” DHA staff con-
firmed he was not listed on
the lease, including as a reg-
istered caregiver. Butler was
also confirmed not to be list-
ed on the lease.

On Dec. 15, officers saw
Mackey and Butler inside
the apartment. A DHA em-
ployee said both had been
allowed temporary entry to
retrieve personal belong-
ings after the locks had been
changed. Once inside, both
Mackey and Butler refused
to leave.

They verbally told offi-
cers they were not leaving.
Mackey was advised that he
had previously been barred
from DHA property and nei-
ther had lawful authority or
permission to remain inside
the apartment. Both were
arrested and charged with
criminal trespass.

- Around 10:40 p.m. on
Dec. 16, officers were end-
ing a call on Kingsby Street
when they saw a white SUV
run the stop sign.

The officers stopped the

POLICE BEAT...

vehicle on Academy Avenue.
One of the officers smelled
the odor of an alcoholic bev-
erage or heavy aftershave
coming from inside the ve-
hicle.

The driver, Aaron David
Ashley, 31, was asked to step
out of the car where the in-
vestigation continued. Ash-
ley was eventually charged
with DUI, failure to stop at
stop sign and tag, registra-
tion requirements. He was
also charged with posses-
sion of amphetamine.

- Lacorie Deshedrick
Wright, 47, was charged
with expired registration
and marijuana  posses-
sion less than one ounce
on South Lawrence Street
around 8:01 p.m. on Dec. 16.

An officer was patrolling
the area when the auto-

mated license plate reading
alerted for a positive match
for an expired registration
on a white 2024 Volkswa-
gen. Wright, who was the
driver, told the officer that
the vehicle belonged to his
uncle.

The officer told Wright
that he was in posses-
sion of the vehicle, so he
would be receiving a cita-
tion for expired registra-
tion. Wright’s information
was run through dispatch
where it was confirmed he
had an outstanding warrant
through Laurens County
Sheriff’s Office.

Wright was transported
to the sheriff’s office where
he was released to the book-
ing staff.

- On Dec. 16, an officer
advised a man about private

prosecution on a vehicle that
had been worked on but the
service had not been paid on
East Jackson Street.

Laurens County
Sheriff’s Office

— Marcus John Hood, 19,
of Macon, was charged with
driving under the influence
of drugs, on I-16 around
mile marker 55 around 3:30
p-m. on Dec. 13. A deputy
made a traffic stop on a red
Honda Accord for failing to
move over.

- A deputy responded to a
possible theft that occurred
on Hall Road around 8 a.m.
on Dec. 13.

- On Dec. 14, a deputy got
out with a vehicle parked on
the side of the road on 441
Bypass at Highway 257. This
led to Keith Russell Regen-
tine, 34, of McIntyre being
arrested for driving under
the influence of drugs.

- A woman talked with
a deputy over the phone in
reference to money missing
from her CashApp card on
Dec. 12.

- Kenneth Lewis II, 52,

of Dublin, was charged with
theft by stolen property on
Dec. 15 around 3:15 p.m.
after a deputy conducted a
traffic stop on Highway 441
Bypass at the intersection
of Walke Dairy Road. He
was also charged with pos-
session of a schedule I con-
trolled substance.

- On Dec. 12, around
3:05 p.m., a deputy was dis-
patched to Field Street in
reference to property dam-
age.

Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record
and was taken from reports
of local law enforcement
agencies. These reports do
not reflect guilt or inno-
cence. An "arrest" does not
always indicate incarcera-
tion. Readers are cautioned
that people may have simi-
lar names. Police Beat does
not identify minor children,
victims of sexual assault,
suicide attempts or medical
conditions. Cases dismissed
do not appear if the news-
paper is notified before
deadline.
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I hope the school
saved some of those flowers
they bought from the local
florist. They'll need them for
the funeral and burial when
consolidation takes place
and they don't exist any-
more.

Hey Uncle Tell It!
master, you said for a good
time call, well I found it on
the wall, “singing 8,6,7,5,
3,0,9.”

The interim super-
intendent of Dublin City
Schools says it is legal to let a
donor finance three peoples'
salary. It might be legal but
it is sure the heck unethical.
That gives a bad taste in the
student’s and the teacher’s
mouths. Shame on you!

The anonymous do-
nor is not anonymous no
more. The $250,000 is
funding three coaches, not
classroom teachers. Like it
has always been at Dublin,
it is not always about educa-
tion, it is about sports. But if
we are foolish enough to let
them use our tax money that
way, I guess we’ll get what
we deserve.

I think everyone in
Laurens County probably
got a flier this past week at-
tacking Jon Ossoff. It starts
off saying Jon’s bad votes in
Washington, D.C. hurt our
state. The thing is he didn’t
vote for any of them. This is
just a total outrageous lie.

Why don’t you try
looking at the overall fig-
ures of how much the city
school system fraudulent-
ly took pandemic money
from 2019 to 2025? I bet
you it would wind up being
in the $40 or $50 million
they took by false pretenses
when they tried to hire 50

people to make their school
so elite knowing it is against
the law to do something like
that. Yet, they won’t be held
accountable and they’ll just
keep rocking on.

I received my tax bill
today. They say I owe almost
$300 in school board taxes.
I am 82-years-old and have
not had a child in school
for 38 years. What the hay?
That is h-a-y!?

Hello, to the people
who want consolidation to
Dublin and Laurens County,
why don’t they take a vote
and see how many people
don’t want Dublin in our
schools? Thank you!

Residents in Dublin
City need to start a peti-
tion to recall the city school
board. This would solve a lot
of problems if they came up
with a new board. I believe
if somebody runs a petition,
they would get a lot of signa-
tures.

Hello, I live in Rentz.
My property tax has doubled
and so have my neighbors.
Yet some other people’s are
the same as last year or even
gone down some. Why is
this happening that we have
to pay so much more than
other people?

Our city is littered
with yard signs. They cover
everything from mattress
sales to Christmas plays to
realtors. They don't belong
on the side of the street and
should not be allowed.

Do not award the city
schools bad behavior with
your tax money. Wait un-
til the day they are due to
pay them. Make them wait.
Let's sink this ship and get it
floating again with consoli-

dation.

Why is there no men-
tion of the Dublin home-
stead exemptions voted in
the November election for
the city property tax, and
the Dublin city school tax
exemptions for the seniors
living in Dublin?

Let's call the ES-
PLOST what it really is.
Don't hide it. It's nothing
more than a sports tax. It’s
the SSPLOST. We need to
educate our kids. Most of
them will never see a MLB
or NFL field.

Well after much de-
liberation and thought,
I've had to make a difficult
decision. I'll be selling my
wisdom teeth. Serious in-
quiries only. Thanks.

What The Courier
Herald failed to say in their
article concerning the do-
nor and salaries, was that
this pay salary is from Jan.
1 to Sept. 1 and includes the
school’s portion of health-
care payments and retire-
ments. The coaches are
educators with doctorates
and masters degrees with
20 plus years of education.
Thank you to this kind do-
nor.

I have an even more
important message to add to
Stacey Abram’s New Years
column. She had four col-
umns to illustrate her truth.
I'd like a somewhat equal
opportunity. Editor’s note:
To this caller, your response
was long (two minutes total)
for Tell It. Please consider
sending this in as a Letter to
the Editor.

Salaries for Georgia
teachers are determined by
state pay schedule. Not so

for employees at the board
office. For example, in 2025
Bleckley = County  spent
$107,143 for curriculum
directors and Dublin City
Schools spent $254,644.

In 2025, a slight-
ly larger, high achieving
neighbor school system
spent $158,481 for school
nurses while the Dublin
City Schools system spent
$350,000. Their superin-
tendent cost $180,943 while
DCS's required $309,866.

Our neighboring high
academic achieving school
system of 2,600 students
managed the school year in
2025 without paying any
money for public relations.
The Dublin City Schools sys-
tem spent $208,000.

What exactly is the
role of School Improvement
Specialists ? How are their
results measured?

If a school superin-
tendent requires $15,000
in travel should the BOE
request ways this travel was
beneficial to the students?
Just asking.

According to Open
Gov Ga, in 2025, our high
achieving neighboring
school system's Board of
Education members collec-
tively, for pay and travel, re-
ceived $19,100. The Dublin
City Schools Board of Ed-
ucation members received

$51,500

Better criminally in-
vestigate the travel expens-
es and credit card misuse.
Better call Fred back and ask
for receipts and it’s time to
lock him up.

Fred and his people
were having a field day with
the funds. All the years in the
audit were under his watch.
He wasn’t the all powerful
that y’all thought he was. He
took his salary and left.

Local 7-day Forecast:

The next 48 hours:

SATURDAY:

T
- 79

Partly sunny and remaining warm.

Sunrise: 7:34 a.m.

SATURDAY NIGHT:

A couple of evening showers, then

partly cloudy late; cooler.

Sunset: 5:44 p.m.

0. SUNDAY:

w 58

Cooler and less humid with partial
sunshine; breezy in the afternoon.

Sunrise: 7:33 a.m.

SUNDAY NIGHT:

Clear and colder.

Sunset: 5:45 p.m.

ki kb S s Sam
= . :_ ] ) | % ¥ =
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
112 113 114 1/15 1/16
HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW
56/ 62/ 59/ 58/ 54/

Plenty of Plenty of sun. Intervals of Mostly sunny. Plenty of
sunshine. clouds and sunshine.
sunshine.

Sunrise: 7:33 a.m. Sunrise: 7:33 a.m. Sunrise: 7:33 a.m. Sunrise: 7:33 a.m. Sunrise: 7:33 a.m.
Sunset: 5:46 p.m. Sunset: 5:46 p.m. Sunset: 5:47 p.m. Sunset: 5:48 p.m. Sunset: 5:49 p.m.

River levels...
Oconee (at Dublin) 3.28'
Ocmulgee (at Macon) 7.12

RELIGION DIGEST

The Jordan Grove
Church of God in Christ
Women’s Department
presents its annual can-
dlelight service on Sun-
day, Jan. 11 at 5 p.m. The
guest speaker will be Pas-
tor Evangelist Ann Blair of
Augusta, Ga. The attire for
this event is white. You are
invited to attend.

Pastors apprecia-
tion night will be held at
Free Vision Deliverance
Outreach Ministry, 540
Charles W. Manning Sr.
Way at 7 p.m. on Jan. 30.
The guest speaker will be

Prophetess Robin Griffin of
Greater Victory in Vidalia.
The climax service will be
held on Sunday, Feb. 1 at
11:30 a.m. Guest speaker
will be Chief Apostle Shir-
ley Parker. Everyone is in-
vited to come out.

Religion Digest is for
special services and events
at our local churches.
Please send in announce-
ments to tchnewsreport-
er@gmail.com by 9 a.m.
every Thursday to appear
in the upcoming Satur-
day edition of The Courier
Herald.

Hillcrest Parkway.

merce, Chamber

ness offerings.

Balanced Aesthetics Weight Loss &
Wellness celebrated a grand opening
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Mon-
day, March 3, at its new location, 1022

The event brought together the Dub-
lin-Laurens County Chamber of Com-
ambassadors,
Souza and partners, staff, community
members, and friends to mark a mile-
stone in expanding local health and well-

Balanced Aesthetics Weight

Loss & Wellness holds
ribbon-cutting ceremony

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER HERALD Balanced Aesthetics Weight Loss

& Wellness provides comprehensive

alized care
Dr. portive,
ment.

5227

weight management and wellness ser-
vices designed to support sustainable
health outcomes.

Under the leadership of Dr. Souza
and partners, the practice combines ev-
idence-based approaches with person-

to help clients achieve and

maintain their wellness goals in a sup-
community-focused environ-

For questions please call (478) 205-
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Legals

25-603
NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the Official Code of Georgia,
Annotated Section 10-4-210, et seq., there
will be a public sale by Curry Management
Corporation on January 20, 2026, starting
at StorageAuctions.com. The proceeds
of said sale will be used to first satisfy the
storage fee and other expenses of the
auction. Any other proceeds will be used
to satisfy such creditors as present their
claims in advance of sale.
SPACE Skykiera Lewis Kellam Road C11
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Jasmina Taylor Kellam Road D5
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Melinda Brown Kellam Road F1
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Joe Wells Market Square AAA19
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Yamekia Brown Market Square
AAA2
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Johnard McLendon Market
Square C12
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

January 3, 10, 2026

26-003
TANYA ROGERS, CLERK
LAURENS COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

PERSONNALY APPEARED THE UNDER-
SIGNED WHO ON OATH DEPOSES AND
SAYS THAT: CKH ENTERPRISES INC
715 S. LEWIS STREET. METTER, GA
30439
IS/ARE DOING BUSINESS IN LAURENS
COUNTY, GA., UNDER THE NAME OF:
TRADE NAME: TOM’'S PAWN CENTRAL
ADDRESS: 915 HILLCREST PARKWAY
DUBLIN, GA 31021
AND THAT THE NATURE OF THE BUSI-
NESS TO BE CARRIED ON AT SUCH
ADDRESS IS: PAWNSHOP/RETAIL
SWORN TOAND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE
ME THIS 29 DAY OF DEC , 2025.
LISAD. THIGPEN
NOTARY PUBLIC

January 10, 17, 2026

26-002
TANYA ROGERS, CLERK

LAURENS COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

TRADE NAME REGISTRATION
PERSONNALY APPEARED THE UNDER-
SIGNED WHO ON OATH DEPOSES AND
SAYS THAT: Jennifer Foskey
460 Robert Plummer Road, East Dublin,
GA 31027
478-595-9837
IS/ARE DOING BUSINESS IN LAURENS
COUNTY, GA., UNDER THE NAME OF:
TRADE NAME: Jen’s Blends
ADDRESS: 460 Robert Plummer Road
East Dublin, GA 31027
AND THAT THE NATURE OF THE BUSI-
NESS TO BE CARRIED ON AT SUCH
ADDRESS IS: Making Soap.
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE
ME THIS 30 DAY OF Sept , 2025.
CYNTHIA STRANGE
NOTARY PUBLIC

January 10, 17, 2026

25-588
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS

All Creditors of the Estate of Betty Ander-
son Williams., deceased, late of Laurens
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to
render their demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons indebt-
ed to said estate are required to make
immediate payment to the undersigned
Administrator.
This 11th day of December, 2025.
LaNessia Rache Miller,
Administrator of the Estate of Betty
Anderson Williams
Harold D. McLendon Jr.
Attorney for Estate
P.O. Box 2003
Dublin, Georgia 31040

December 20, 27, 2025, January 3, 10,

2026

26-005

This is an attempt to collect a debt and
any information obtained will be used for
that purpose.

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY

Under and by virtue of Power of Sale
contained in Security Deed from Anitra
Raquel Sabine a/k/a Anitra Sabine and
Todd Steven Kapp, Jr. a/k/a Todd Kapp,
Jr., to 21st Mortgage Corporation, dated
September 8, 2020, filed for record Sep-
tember 10, 2020, recorded at Deed Book
3087, Page 125, Laurens County, Georgia
Records, in the original principal amount of
$111,289.75 of the aforesaid records. Said
Security Deed being given to secure the ob-
ligations of Grantor to Lender as set forth in
a Promissory Note (“Note”) of even date as
amended, modified, or revised from time to
time with interest at the rate specified there-
in, there will be sold, by the undersigned at
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash,
before the Courthouse Door at LAURENS
County, Georgia, within the legal hours of
sale on the first Tuesday in February 2026,
the following described property:

All that lot, tract or parcel of land situate,
lying and being in Land Lot 293, 17th Land
District, Laurens County, Georgia, con-
sisting of 5.00 acres, more or less, being
a portion of Lot D, as shown on a Plat of
Survey, prepare by Ronny Barron, GRLS,
dated June 11, 2020, recorded in

Plat Book 11, Page 568, Laurens County
Superior Court Clerk’s Records, which said

platis incorporated herein and made a part
hereof by reference.
This being a portion of that property con-
veyed unto Debora Brantley n/k/a Debora
Brantley (Fanner) by Warranty Deed of Jim
E. Brantley dated April 30, 1990 with a life
estate reservation for Jim E. Brantley and
Gladys D. Brantley, recorded in DB 580,
PG 141, Laurens County Superior Court
Clerk’s records.
Said legal description is controlling
however, the property is commonly
known as 1041 Roy Bracewell Road,
Dublin, Georgia 31021.
PARCEL # 18311087C
The indebtedness secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby declared due
because of default under the terms of said
Security Deed and Note, including, but not
limited to, the nonpayment of the indebted-
ness as and when due. The indebtedness
remaining in default, this sale will be made
for the purpose of paying the same, all
expenses of the sale, including attorneys’
fees and other payments provided for under
the terms of the Security Deed and Note.
Said property will be sold subject to the
following items which may affect the title
to said property: all zoning ordinances;
matters which would be disclosed by an
accurate survey or by inspection of the
property; any outstanding taxes, including
but not limited to, ad valorem taxes, which
constitute liens upon said property; special
assessments; and all outstanding bills for
public utilities which constitute liens upon
said property; To the best of the knowledge
and belief of the undersigned, the party in
possession of the property Anitra Raquel
Sabine a/k/a Anitra Sabine and Todd
Steven Kapp, Jr. a/k/a Todd Kapp, Jr.,
and /or tenant(s).
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the United States Bankruptcy Code
and (2) to final confirmation and audit of
the status of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed. 21ST MORTGAGE COR-
PORATION and its counsel are acting as
debt collectors. Any information obtained
will be used for that purpose.
21ST MORTGAGE CORPORATION as At-
torney-in-Fact for Anitra Raquel Sabine
alk/a Anitra Sabine and Todd Steven
Kapp, Jr. a/k/a Todd Kapp, Jr.
Contact: Jason Godwin
Godwin Law Group
3985 Steve Reynolds Blvd, Bldg D
Norcross, GA 30093
Phone: 470-427-2683
Email: jgodwin@godwinlawgroup.com
January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

25-601

Notice of Sale Under Power. State of
Georgia, County of LAURENS. Under and
by virtue of the Power of Sale contained in
a Deed to Secure Debt given by GRACE
SIMMONS to MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS
GRANTEE, AS NOMINEE FOR MORRIS
BANK, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS
, dated 10/31/2016, and Recorded on
11/01/2016 as Book No. 02735 and Page
No. 00250, AS AFFECTED BY MODIFI-
CATION AGREEMENTS BOOK 2955,
PAGE 270, BOOK 3295, PAGE 194 AND
BOOK 3425, PAGE 47 55, LAURENS
County, Georgia records, as last assigned
to PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC
(the Secured Creditor), by assignment,
conveying the after described property to
secure a Note of even date in the original
principal amount of $195,252.00, with
interest at the rate specified therein, there
will be sold by the undersigned at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash at the
LAURENS County Courthouse within the
legal hours of sale on the first Tuesday in
February, 2026, the following described
property: ALL THAT TRACT OF LAND,
CONTAINING 1.28 ACRES, MORE OR
LESS, BEING LOT 9 OF NORTHWOOD
OF DUDLEY SUBDIVISION, PHASE 11,
SECTION I, AS SHOWN ON A PLAT OF
SURVEY BY BILLY FLANDERS, LAND
SURVEYOR, DATED OCTOBER 3, 2003,
AND RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 8, PAGE
455, LAURENS COUNTY RECORDS,
WHICH PLAT IS BY THIS REFERENCE
INCORPORATED. SAID LOT LIES AT
THE CORNER OF THE INTERSECTION
OF THE NORTHWESTERLY MARGIN OF
TURNER LANE IN THE SOUTHEASTER-
LY MARGIN OF NORTHWOOD TRAIL.
THE ABOVE PROPERTY IS CONVEYED
SUBJECT TO PROTECTIVE COVENANTS
WHICHARE RECORDED IN DEED BOOK
954, PAGE 244, DEED BOOK 1380, PAGE
173, DEED BOOK 1383, PAGE 11, AND
DEED BOOK 1385, PAGE 71, LAURENS
COUNTY RECORDS.

THIS ISAPORTION OF THAT PROPERTY
CONVEYED TO THOMAS M. VEAL IN A
WARRANTY DEED FROM MILLROCK
FARM, INC. AND RECORDED IN DEED
BOOK 1691, PAGES 34, AFORESAID
RECORDS. The debt secured by said Deed
to Secure Debt has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among other
possible events of default, failure to pay the
indebtedness as and when due and in the
manner provided in the Note and Deed to
Secure Debt. Because the debt remains
in default, this sale will be made for the
purpose of paying the same

and all expenses of this sale, as provided
in the Deed to Secure Debt and by law,
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to
collect attorney’s fees having been given).
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC holds
the duly endorsed Note and is the current
assignee of the Security Deed to the
property. PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES,
LLC, acting on behalf of and, as necessary,
in consultation with PENNYMAC LOAN
SERVICES, LLC (the current investor on
the loan), is the entity with the full authority

to negotiate, amend, and modify all terms
of the loan. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44 14
162.2, PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES,
LLC may be contacted at: PENNYMAC
LOAN SERVICES, LLC, 3043 TOWNS-
GATE ROAD, SUITE 200, WESTLAKE
VILLAGE, CA91361, 866 549 3583. Please
note that, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44 14
162.2, the secured creditor is not required
to amend or modify the terms of the loan.
To the best knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party/parties in posses-
sion of the subject property known as 303
WEST END LANE, DUDLEY, GEORGIA
31022 is/are: GRACE SIMMONS or tenant/
tenants. Said property will be sold subject
to (a) any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but not
yet due and payable), (b) any matters
which might be disclosed by an accurate
survey and inspection of the property, and
(c) all matters of record superior to the
Deed to Secure Debt first set out above,
including, but not limited to, assessments,
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances,
easements, restrictions, covenants, etc.
The sale will be conducted subject to (1)
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2)
final confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the security
deed. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 9 13
172.1, which allows for certain procedures
regarding the rescission of judicial and non-
judicial sales in the State of Georgia, the
Deed Under Power and other foreclosure
documents may not be provided until final
confirmation and audit of the status of the
loan as provided in the preceding para-
graph. PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES,
LLC as Attorney in Fact for GRACE SIM-
MONS. THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS
A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT ADEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE. 00000010076073 BARRETT
DAFFIN FRAPPIER TURNER & ENGEL,
LLP 4004 Belt Line Road, Suite 100 Addi-
son, Texas 75001 Telephone: (972) 341
5398.

January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

25-604
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Morgan D. Parrish, Plantiff vs. Joshua D.
Parrish, Defendant
Civil Action file No. 25-CD-0991-JG
NOTICE OF SUMMONS - SERVICE BY

PUBLICATION
TO: Joshua D. Parrish, Defendant Named
Above: You are hereby notified that the
above-styled action seeking Complaint for
Divorce was filed against you in said court
on Dec 11, 2025 and that by reason of an
order for service of summons by publication
entered by the court on Dec 18, 2025 you
are hereby commanded and required to file
with the clerk of said court and serve upon
Morgan D. Parrish, Plaintiff, whose address
is 310 Willa Court, Dublin, GA 31021, an
answer to the complaint within sixty (60)
days of the date of the order for service by
publication. If you fail to do so, judgment
by default will be taken against you for the
relief demanded in the complaint.
Witness the Honorable Judge Green,
Judge of said Court.
This 18 day of December, 2025.
Georgia Jeffcoat
Deputy Clerk of Superior Court
Laurens, County.

January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

25-581
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
LAURENS
COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF EVA L. MAYWEATH-
ER DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 23-49
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE

TO: Frank Mitchell, Delvonta Mitchell
and to whom it may concern:
MARGARET MITCHELL
has petitioned for to be appointed ad-
ministrator(s) of the estate of EVA L.
MAYWEATHER deceased, of said county.
(The petitioner has also applied for waiv-
er of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of
statements, and/or grant of certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All
interested persons are hereby notified to
show cause why said petition should not be
granted. All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections, and must be filed with
the Court on or before Feb. 2
2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO BOX 2098
7393 Hodgson Memorial Dr. DUBLIN,
GA 31040
Suite 202
Savannah, GA 31406
912-352-3999

January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

STATE UNIT PRICE.

Laurens County
Invitation to Bid

Sealed Bids will be accepted on the resurfacing of various city streets and county roads until 10:00
AM., Friday, January 30, 2026 and will be opened at the Public Bid Opening to be held in the
Commissioner’s Office located at 117 East Jackson Street Dublin, Georgia. A complete set of
specifications can be obtained at the Laurens County Commissioner’s Office or by going to the
County website at Laurenscoga.org. The Board of Commissioners reserves the right to accept or
reject any and all bids. All bids shall include providing all labor, equipment, grading, striping and
materials or other things necessary to complete the projects.

PAYMENT SHALL BE MADE BASED ON QUANTITIES IN PLACE. BID SHOULD

ALL WORK SHALL MEET THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR ASPHALT RESURFACING.

All roadway intersections that intersect with road being resurfaced shall have properly

tapered 6-foot apron to allow for smooth transition. All residential driveways will have

tapered apron for smooth transition onto roadway.

required.

Contractor is responsible for all traffic control and the posting of appropriate construction
signs as required by MUTCD

The successful bidder will submit certificate of workers comp., liability insurance and E-
Verify compliance when the bid is awarded. Payment and performance bond will also be

The Contractor shall be responsible for completing the projects by July 1, 2026.

25-602
NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to the Official Code of Georgia,
Annotated Section 10-4-210, et seq., there
will be a public sale by Curry Management
Corporation on January 20, 2026, starting
at StorageAuctions.com. The proceeds
of said sale will be used to first satisfy the
storage fee and other expenses of the
auction. Any other proceeds will be used
to satisfy such creditors as present their
claims in advance of sale.
SPACE Barbara Sherman Claxton Dairy
A14
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Altanese Thomas Claxton Dairy
A15
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Marcia Hall Claxton Dairy B11
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Shawanna Guyton Claxton
Dairy C16
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Anshunette Pruitt Claxton
Dairy D3
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Charlotte Dolfi Claxton Dairy F18
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Hope Gregory Claxton Dairy F4
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE llean May Claxton Dairy H2
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Fannie Hughes Claxton Dairy H8
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Robert Wilder Hillcrest 18
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
SPACE Marcus Knuckles Claxton Dairy
1-23
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

January 3, 10, 2026

25-597
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
LAURENS STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY
IN RE: ESTATE OF
Marsha A. McCurley Buhrmaster
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 22-3022
NOTICE
IN RE: Petition to Reopen and for Letters of
Administration with Will Annexed
TO: Robert Christopher Buhrmaster and
Jonathan Paul Buhrmaster
This is to notify you to file objection, if there
is any, to the above-referenced petition, in
this Court on or before Feb 2,
2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

January 3,10, 17, 24, 2026

26-004

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF
LAURENS

By virtue of a Power of Sale contained
in that certain Security Deed from Amber
Gilbert to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Ameris Bank,
dated March 10, 2022 and recorded on
March 10, 2022 in Deed Book 3266, Page
241, in the Office of the Clerk of Superior
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, said
Security Deed having been given to se-
cure a Note of even date, in the original
principal amount of One Hundred Ten
Thousand One Hundred One and 00/100
dollars ($110,101.00) with interest thereon
as provided therein, as last transferred
to Planet Home Lending, LLC, recorded
in Deed Book 3647, Page 116, aforesaid
records, will be sold at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash before the court-
house door of Laurens County, Georgia,
or at such place as has or may be lawfully
designated as an alternative location, within
the legal hours of sale on the first Tuesday
in February, 2026, all property described in
said Security Deed including but not limited
to the following described property:

All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying
and being in the City of Dublin, Laurens
County, Georgia, in Land Lot 209 of the
First Land District, containing 0.33 acres,
more or less, and being known as Lot 12,
Block C of Saxon Heights Subdivision
Extension, as more particularly described
on a plat of. survey prepared by William E.
Greenway, Land Surveyor, dated October
12, 1987 and recorded in Deed Book 497,
Page 61, in the Office of the Clerk of Su-
perior Court of Laurens County, Georgia.
Said plat and the record thereof are by
reference incorporated herein and made
a part-hereof.

Subject to all easements, ordinances,
covenants, conditions, restrictions, and
rights-of-way of record, if any.

Said property may more commonly be
known as 703 Bell Drive, Dublin, GA
31021. The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby declared due
because of, among

Case #: 25-016751-1

other possible events of default, non-pay-
ment of the monthly installments on said
loan. The debt remaining in default, this
sale will be made for the purpose of paying
the same and all expenses of this sale,
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to
collect attorney’s fees having been given).
The individual or entity that has full authority
to negotiate, amend and modify all terms of
the loan is Planet Home Lending, LLC, 321
Research Parkway, Suite 303, Meriden CT
06450, (203) 303- 5283.

Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis
without any representation, warranty or
recourse against the above-named or the
undersigned. The sale will also be subject
to the following items which may affect
the title: a) zoning ordinances; b) matters
which would be disclosed by an accurate
survey or by an inspection of the property;
c) any outstanding ad valorem taxes, in-
cluding taxes, which constitute liens upon
said property whether or not now due and
payable; d) special assessments; e) the
right of redemption of any taxing authority;
f) all outstanding bills for public utilities
which constitute liens upon said property;
g) all restrictive covenants, easements,
rights-of-way and any other matters of
record superior to said Security Deed. To
the best of the knowledge and belief of
the undersigned, the owner and party in
possession of the property is Amber Gilbert
and/or tenant(s). The sale will be conducted
subject to 1) confirmation that the sale is
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
code and 2) final confirmation and audit of
the status of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed.

Planet Home Lending, LLC as Attor-
ney-in-Fact for Amber Gilbert

Contact:

Padgett Law Group: 6267 Old Water Oak
Road, Suite 203, Tallahassee, FL 32312;
(850) 422-2520 Ad Run Dates: 01/10/2026
,01/17/2026 ,01/24/2026 ,01/31/2026 ;
Case #: 25-016751-1

January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

25-587
State of Georgia
County of Laurens.
Notice to Debtors and Creditors

All creditors of the Estate of Mattie
Manning Thomas, late of Laurens County,
Georgia, deceased, are hereby notified to
render in their demands to the undersigned
according to law; and all persons indebted
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment.

This 11th day of December, 2025.
Estate of Mattie Manning Thomas
Robyn Melanie Thomas, Executor
2696 Claxton Dairy Road
Dublin, GA 31021

December 20, 27, 2025 January 3, 10,
2026

26-011
The Laurens County Board of Commis-
sioners has received a new beer, wine, and
distilled spirits application from
John Crowley, owner of County Line Pack-
age Store LLC, for the sale of Alcohol at a
business to be located at 3391 Highway
117 S Cadwell, GA 31009.

January 10, 17, 24, 3, 2026

25-596
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS
Georgia, Laurens County
All creditors of the Estate of Thad Haynes,
deceased, late of Laurens County, are
hereby notified to render in writing their
demands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said Estate
are required to make immediate payment
to the undersigned.
This 12th day of December, 2025.
Gloria Younger Larkins,
Executrix of the Estate of
Thad Haynes, deceased
c/o J. Jackson Dixon
Smith Dixon Law Group, LLC
205 N. Franklin Street
Dublin, GA 31021
December 27, 2025, January 3, 10, 17,
2026.

26-001
TANYA ROGERS, CLERK

LAURENS COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

TRADE NAME REGISTRATION
PERSONNALY APPEARED THE UNDER-
SIGNED WHO ON OATH DEPOSES AND
SAYS THAT: Eternal Oaks Wood Floors
CO, LLC
108 Vernon Street, Dublin, GA 31021
478-278-7654
IS/ARE DOING BUSINESS IN LAURENS
COUNTY, GA., UNDER THE NAME OF:
TRADE NAME: ETERNAL EPOXY
ADDRESS: 108 VERNON STREET DUB-
LIN, GA 31021
AND THAT THE NATURE OF THE BUSI-
NESS TO BE CARRIED ON AT SUCH
ADDRESS IS: Concrete Preparation and
Epoxy Coatings.
SWORN TOAND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE
ME THIS 30 DAY OF DEC, 2025.
CYNTHIA STRANGE
NOTARY PUBLIC

January 10, 17, 2026

26-009

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to the Official Code of Georgia,
Annotates Section 10-4-210, et. Seq.,
there will be a public sale at the location
listed below, the proceeds of said sale
will be used first to satisfy the storage fee
and other expenses of this auction. Any
other proceeds will be used to satisfy such
creditors as present their claims in advance
of sale. The sale will be held as follows:
a32 Peggy Oneal
a49 Andrea Manning
b09 Erica Stamps
b18 Iris Warren
b41 Raven Whitfield
b45 Keshia Willis
c13 Leigh Hancock
Name and address of storage facility: ORR
SELF STORAGE 1705 CLAXTON DAIRY
ROAD DUBLIN GA 31021
Time and date of sale: Tuesday, January
20th at 10:00 a.m.
Place of sale: ORR SELF STORAGE
1705 CLAXTON DAIRY ROAD DUBLIN
GA 31021
Manner of sale:

January 10, 17, 2026

26-010

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY.
WHEREAS, on August 1, 2017, KYUNG
HOON CHUNG did execute and deliver
to PRICE FAMILY PROPERTIES, LLLP,
a certain Deed to Secure Debt to the
hereinafter described land to secure the
payment of a certain Note of even date
of $230,000.00 principal plus interest as
specified in the Note, all as shown by the
record of said Deed to Secure Debt in the
Office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of
Laurens County, Georgia, recorded in Deed
Book 2804, Page 290; and

WHEREAS, default has been made in the
payments provided for in said note held by
said PRICE FAMILY PROPERTIES, LLLP,
and said PRICE FAMILY PROPERTIES,
LLLP, as the owner and holder of said Deed
to Secure Debt and Note, has elected to
declare the entire unpaid indebtedness
described in and secured by said Deed
to Secure Debt due and payable, and the
same has not been paid; and

The debt secured by said Deed to Secure
Debt has been and is hereby due because
of, among other possible events of default,
failure to pay the indebtedness as and
when due and in the manner provided in
the Note and Deed to Secure Debt. The
debt remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the same
and all expenses of this sale, as provided
in the Deed to Secure Debt and by law,
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to
collect attorney’s fees having been given)
NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to and in
exercise of the power of sale contained
in said Deed to Secure Debt, and for the
purpose of collecting the indebtedness due
thereby, there will be sold at public outcry,
before the Courthouse door in Dublin, Lau-
rens County, Georgia, on the first Tuesday
in February, 2026, to wit: February 3, 2026
within the legal hours of sale, to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the following
described property, to wit:

THE LAURENS COUNTY LIBRARY IS
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR A FULL-TIME
CIRCULATION CLERK POSITION.

Some evening and Saturday shifts are required. A high school
diploma or equivalent and basic computer skills are necessary.
For salary details and the job description, visit our website
atttps://ocrl.org/employment . Benefits include health
insurance, flexible benefits, annual leave, and enrollment in the
Teachers’ Retirement System of Georgia.

To apply, send a cover letter, resume, and two professional
references via email toldmployment@ocrl.org [dr mail them to
Beverly Brown, PO Box 100, Dublin, GA 31040.

Key Responsibilities:

and vacancy preparation.

Qualifications:

Benefits:
* Competitive salary
¢ Paid leave

* 4-day work week
* Retirement plan

* Company-provided vehicle

* Completion of daily work orders and unit turnovers.
* Conduct inspections of units, grounds, and facilities.
* Manage inventory, procurement, and vendor relations.

* Train staff in safety procedures and regulatory compliance.

weekend for emergencies only)

electrical, HVAC, and grounds maintenance.

* Company-provided insurance

* Opportunities for training and professional development
* Positive work environment serving the community

Job Opening: Maintenance Supervisor
Housing Authority of the City of Wrightsville

The Housing Authority of the City of Wrightsville is seeking a Maintenance Supervisor to lead and

manage our maintenance operations. This position reports directly to the Executive Director and plays
a key role in ensuring the upkeep and modernization of our properties.

* Supervise and schedule maintenance staff for work orders, routine and preventive maintenance,

* Oversee modernization projects and ensure compliance with HUD standards.

* Respond to emergency maintenance issues promptly (Will be required to be on call every other
* High School diploma or GED required; college education preferred.
* Minimum two years of maintenance-related experience with knowledge of carpentry, plumbing,

* Valid Georgia driver’s license and ability to pass background and drug screening.
* Certifications in HVAC, Plumbing, or Electrical are highly desirable.

Resumes can be emailed to kevin@wrightsvillehousing.com or Mailed: Kevin Price C/O

Wrightsville Housing Authority P.O. Box 190 Wrightsville, GA 31096.
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All that tract or parcel of land lying and
being in the City of Dublin, Laurens Coun-
ty, Georgia, and containing 0.84 acres,
designated as Parcel A on a plat of survey
preparedby Billy Flanders, Surveyor, dated
May 5, 1988 and recorded in Plat Book
6, page 73, Laurens County Records. he
courses and distances of said plat are
incorporated into and made a part of this
description by reference.
To the best knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party (or parties) in
possession of the subject property are
KYUNG HOON CHUNG, and is known
as 902 HILLCREST DRIVE, DUBLIN,
GEORGIA. 31021
Said property will be sold subject to (a) any
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and
payable), (b)any matters which might be
disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, and (c) all matters
of record superior to the Deed to Secure
Debt first set out above, including, but not
limited to, assessments, liens, encum-
brances, zoning ordinances, easements,
restrictions, covenants, etc.
The sale will be conducted subject to (1)
confirmation that the sale is not prohibit-
ed under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; (2)
0O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172-.1; and (3) final
confirmation and audit of the status of the
loan with the holder of the security deed.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1,
which allows for certain procedures regard-
ing the rescission of judicial and non-judicial
sales in the State of Georgia, the Deed
Under Power and other foreclosure docu-
ments may not be provided within 30 days
of the date of sale. Final confirmation and
audit of the status of the loan as provided
in the preceding paragraph may not be ren-
dered prior to the expiration of this 30-day
period. Adelivery of the Deed Under Power
earlier than 30 days after the foreclosure
sale date specified hereinabove shall be
subject to the direct approval of the holder
of the Security Deed.
Scott B. Thompson, Sr. P.C. PRICE FAM-
ILY PROPERTIES, LLLP
P.O. Box 1586 , as attorney in fact for
Dublin, Georgia 31040 KYUNG HOON
CHUNG.

January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-006
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY

Under and by virtue of the Power of
Sale contained in a Security Deed given
by Tommy Ricks Ill to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as grantee,
as nominee for Ameris Bank, its succes-
sors and assigns dated March 23, 2018,
recorded in Deed Book 2859, Page 210,
Laurens County, Georgia Records, as last
transferred to Ameris Bank by assignment
recorded in Deed Book 3557, Page 162,
Laurens County, Georgia Records, convey-
ing the after-described property to secure
a Note in the original principal amount of
FORTY-SEVEN THOUSAND TWO HUN-
DRED AND 0/100 DOLLARS ($47,200.00),
with interest thereon as set forth therein,
there will be sold at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash before the court-
house door of Laurens County, Georgia, or
at such place as may be lawfully designated
as an alternative, within the legal hours of
sale on the first Tuesday in February, 2026,
the following described property:

SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO
AND MADE A PART HEREOF

The debt secured by said Security Deed
has been and is hereby declared due be-
cause of, among other possible events of
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as
and when due and in the manner provided
in the Note and Security Deed. The debt
remaining in default, this sale will be made
for the purpose of paying the same and all
expenses of this sale, as provided in the
Security Deed and by law, including attor-
ney’s fees (notice pursuant to O.C.G.A. §
13-1-11 having been given).

Said property will be sold subject to any
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and
payable), the right of redemption of any
taxing authority, any matters which might
be disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, any assessments,
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances,
restrictions, covenants, and any matters
of record including, but not limited to, those
superior to the Security Deed first set out
above. Said property will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any representation,
warranty or recourse against the above-
named or the undersigned.

Ameris Bank is the holder of the Security
Deed to the property in accordance with
OCGA § 44-14-162.2.

The entity that has full authority to ne-
gotiate, amend, and modify all terms of the
mortgage with the debtor is: Ameris Bank,
1 Corporate Drive, Suite 360, Lake Zurich,
IL 60047, 8475507300.

Note, however, that such entity is not
required by law to negotiate, amend or
modify the terms of the loan.

To the best knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party in possession of the
property is Tommy Ricks, Ill or a tenant or
tenants and said property is more com-
monly known as 201 Coleman Ave, East
Dublin, GA 31027. Should a conflict arise
between the property address and the legal
description the legal description will control.

The sale will be conducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2)
to final confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the security
deed.

Ameris Bank

as Attorney in Fact for
Tommy Ricks Il
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
1544 Old Alabama Rd
Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
EXHIBIT “A”

Tract I: Those tracts or parcels of land, lying
and being in Smith District (52nd District
G.M.) and being known as Lots No. 1, 2, 3
and 4 in Block “E” of survey of Lakehurst
Subdivision made by E. K. Hatten, in July of
1947, plat of which said survey is recorded
in Plat Book 2, Page 62, Clerk’s Office,
Superior Court, Laurens County, Georgia,
and to which reference is made for further
description of the real estate conveyed.
Each of said Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 fronting
on Coleman Avenue (formerly known as
Darien Street) 50 feet, and extending south-
westerly with a uniform width a distance
of 250 feet, the total frontage on Coleman
Avenue (formerly known as Darien Street),
being 200 feet.

This is also the same property described
in a Warranty Deed from J. Z Thomas to
Annie Catherine Lake Thomas and record-
ed in Deed Book 267, Page 410, on April
10, 1969, in the Office of the Clerk of the
Superior Court of Laurens County.

Tract II: All that tract or parcel of land,
lying and being in the 52nd District G.M. of
Laurens County, Georgia, and being a part
of Tract No. 23 of Block “E” of Lakehurst
Subdivision, plat of which Subdivision is
recorded in Deed Book 2, Page 62, Clerk’s
Office, Laurens County, Georgia, and fur-
ther described as: BEGINNING at a point
on the southeast side of Poplar Street a
distance of 250 feet from the south corner
of intersection of Poplar Street and Darien
Street (now known as Coleman Avenue)
and running thence in a southwesterly di-
rection along Poplar Street a distance of 87

feet to property of Ned Z. Collins; thence in
a southeasterly direction a distance of 175
feet to property of R. D. Brown; thence in a
northeasterly direction a distance of 87 feet
to Lake property; thence in a northwesterly
direction a distance of 175 feet to the point
of beginning, said tract being bounded
on the northwest by Poplar Street; on the
northeast by Lake Property; on the south-
east by R. D. Brown and on the southwest
by property of Ned Z. Collins.
This is also the same property described
in an Executor’s Deed of Assent from Jim
Zenus Thomas to Catherine Thomas and
recorded in Deed Book 1608, Page 276,
on December 15, 2004, in the Office of
the Clerk of the Superior Court of Laurens
County.
MR/GW  February 3, 2026
Our file no. 25-16857GA-FT18
25-16857GA

January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

25-582
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF Laurens
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
In Re: Christopher Alan Kemp
Civil Action File No. 25-CD-0978-WT
NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE
NAME
GEORGIA, Laurens County
Notice is hereby given that Christopher Alan
Kemp, the undersigned, filed his petition
to the Superior Court of Laurens County,
Georgia on the 29 day of September,
2025, praying for a change in the name of
petitioner from Christopher Alan Kemp to
Christopher Alan Taylor. Notice is hereby
given pursuant to law to any interested or
affected party to appear in said Court and
to file objections to such name change.
Objections must be filed with said Court
within 30 days of the filing of said petition.
This 28 day of Oct, 2025.
Christopher Alan Kemp

Petitioner
December 13, 20, 27, 2025, January 3,
2026
25-594

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Under and by virtue of the power of sale
contained with that certain Security Deed
dated October 2, 2002, from Iva Jean Lat-
timore and Marcia Lattimore to Mortgage
Electronic Registrations Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Taylor, Bean & Whitaker
Mortgage Corp, recorded on October
8, 2002 in Deed Book 1339 at Page 98
Laurens County, Georgia records, having
been last sold, assigned, transferred and
conveyed to Nationstar Mortgage LLC by
Assignment and said Security Deed having
been given to secure a note dated October
2, 2002, in the amount of $71,600.00 said
note being modified by Loan Modification
agreement and recorded on October 7,
2014 in OR Book 2567 OR Page 8 in the
real property records of Laurens County,
Georgia, and said Note being in default, the
undersigned will sell at public outcry during
the legal hours of sale before the door of the
courthouse of Laurens County, Georgia, on
February 3, 2026 the following described
real property (hereinafter referred to as the
“Property”):
ALL THAT TRACT OF LAND IN LAND LOT
48 OF THE SECOND LAND DISTRICT
OF LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA,
CONTAINING 1.11 ACRES, MORE OR
LESS, AND BEING PART OF LOT 11 AND
PART OF LOT 12 OF TOWSON PLACE
SUBDIVISION AND BEING SHOWN
ON A PLAT OF SURVEY BY LARRY
C. JONES, LAND SURVEYOR, DATED
MARCH 18, 1998 AND RECORDED IN
DEED BOOK 1032, PAGE 120, LAURENS
COUNTY RECORDS, WHICH PLAT IS BY
THIS REFERENCE INCORPORATED.
SAID LOT FRONTS 100 FEET ON THE
NORTHEASTERLY MARGIN OF TOW-
SON DRIVE. THE ABOVE PROPERTY IS
CONVEYED SUBJECT TO PROTECTIVE
COVENANTS FOR TOWSON PLACE,
DATED DECEMBER 1, 1995, AND RE-
CORDED IN DEED BOOK 834, PAGE
274, LAURENS
COUNTY RECORDS, WHICH COVE-
NANTS ARE BY THIS REFERENCE
INCORPORATED.
The debt secured by the Security Deed and
evidenced by the Note and has been, and is
hereby, declared due and payable because
of, among other possible events of default,
failure to make the payments as required by
the terms of the Note. The debt remaining
is in default and this sale will be made for
the purposes of paying the Security Deed,
accrued interest, and all expenses of the
sale, including attorneys’ fees. Notice of
intention to collect attorneys’ fees has been
given as provided by law. To the best of the
undersigned’s knowledge, the person(s) in
possession of the property is/are Iva Jean
Lattimore and Marcia Lattimore . The
property, being commonly known as 1045
Towson Dr, Montrose, GA, 31065 in Lau-
rens County, will be sold as the property of
Iva Jean Lattimore and Marcia Lattimore ,
subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are alien and not yet
due and payable), any matters affecting title
to the property which would be disclosed
by accurate survey and inspection thereof,
and all assessments, liens, encumbrances,
restrictions, covenants, and matters of
record to the Security Deed. Pursuant to
0.C.G.A.§44-14-162.2, the name, address
and telephone number of the individual or
entity who shall have the full authority to
negotiate, amend or modify all terms of the
above described mortgage is as follows:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Coo-
per, 8950 Cypress Waters Blvd, Coppell,
TX 75019, 888-480-2432 . The foregoing
notwithstanding, nothing in O.C.G.A. § 44-
14-162.2 shall require the secured creditor
to negotiate, amend or modify the terms of
the mortgage instrument. The sale will be
conducted subject (1) to confirmation that
the sale is not prohibited under U.S. Bank-
ruptcy code and (2) to final confirmation
and audit of the status of the loan with the
holder of the Security Deed.
Albertelli Law
Attorney for Nationstar Mortgage LLC as
Attorney in Fact for lva Jean Lattimore and
Marcia Lattimore
100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1000
Atlanta, GA 30339
Phone: (770) 373-4242
THIS FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
- 25-011799

December 27, 2025, January 3, 10, 17,

24,31, 2026

25-600
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF SAID
STATE AND COUNTY
IN RE: ESTATE OF DELORES WHIT-
TINGTON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS
All creditors of the estate of DELORES
WHITTINGTON deceased, late of Laurens
County, are hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned according
to law, and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make immediate
payment to me.
This 23rd Day of December, 2025
Emily F. Kight
Attorney for the Estate of DELORES WHIT-
TINGTON Kight Law, LLC

P.O. Box 2056
Dublin, Ga. 31040
January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

25-580
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
LAURENS
COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
DAVID WILLIAMS
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-276
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE

TO: whom it may concern:
VICKI WILLIAMS
has petitioned for to be appointed adminis-
trator(s) of the estate of DAVID WILLIAMS
deceased, of said county. (The petitioner
has also applied for waiver of bond,
waiver of reports, waiver of statements,
and/or grant of certain powers contained
in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All interested
persons are hereby notified to show cause
why said petition should not be granted. All
objections to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the Court on
or before Feb. 2 ,2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Genola 0. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO BOX 2098
DUBLIN, GA 31040
478-272-2566

January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

25-605
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY.
IN RE: ESTATE OF HOWELL CANDLER
WALKER, JR.
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
All creditors of the Estate of Howell Candler
Walker, Jr. , deceased, late of Laurens
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to
render their demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons indebted
to said Estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned.
Joann Cook Walker
Executor of the Estate of
Howell Candler Walker, Jr.
C/O Edward B. Claxton Il
Attorney for Executors
P. O. Box 16459
Dublin, Georgia 31040

January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-007

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
UNDER POWER OF SALE NOTICE OF
SALE UNDER POWER CONTAINED IN
SECURITY DEED STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF LAURENS Pursuant to

a power of sale contained in a certain
security deed executed by WILLIE M
LOCKE AKA MAUDE LOCKE, hereinafter
referred to as Grantor, to The United
States of America acting through the
Rural Housing Service or successor
agency, United States Department of
Agriculture, its successors and assigns,
dated October 22, 1993, and recorded
on October 22, 1993 in Deed Book
00726, beginning at page 0341, of the
deed records of the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, and
by virtue of a default under the terms of
said security deed, and the related note,
the undersigned attorney-in-fact for the
aforesaid Grantor (which attorney-in-fact
is the present holder of said security
deed and note secured thereby) will

sell at public outcry before the door

of the courthouse in Laurens County,
Georgia, or at such place as has or may
be lawfully designated as an alternative
location, within the legal hours of sale,
for cash, to the highest bidder on the first
Tuesday in February, 2026, all property
described in said security deed including
but not limited to the following described
property: ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND
LOT 51 OF THE 17TH LAND DISTRICT
OF LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA,
CONTAINING 1.81 ACRES, MORE OR
LESS, AND BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY SHOWN ON A PLAT OF SURVEY
PREPARED BY BILLY FLANDERS, SUR-
VEYOR, DATED MARCH 5, 1993, AND
RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 726 PAGE
334, LAURENS COUNTY RECORDS.
THE COURSES AND DISTANCES OF
SAID PLAT ARE INCORPORATED INTO
AND MADE A PART OF THIS DESCRIP-
TION BY REFERENCE. SAID PROP-
ERTY IS BOUNDED ON THE SOUTH-
WEST AND NORTHWEST BY LOCKE,
NORTHEAST BY CAMERON AND
SOUTHEAST AND SOUTH BY CONNER
AND IS CONVEYED SUBJECT TO TWO
EASEMENTS FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY
PURPOSES AS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT
OF SURVEY. Said property may more
commonly be known as 2527 SNOW
HILL CHURCH RD, CADWELL, GA
31009 Said property will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any representation,
warranty or recourse against the above-
named or the undersigned. The sale will
be subject to the following items which
may affect the title: any outstanding ad
valorem taxes (including taxes which are
a lien but not yet due and payable); any
matters which might be disclosed by an
accurate survey and inspection of the
property; any assessments, liens, encum-
brances, zoning ordinances, restrictions,
and all other matters of record superior
to the said Security Deed. The sale will
be conducted subject (1) to confirmation
that the sale is not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final
confirmation and audit of the status of
the loan with the holder of the Security
Deed. Dawson Management is the entity
with full authority to negotiate, amend
and modify the terms of the Note and
Security Deed, and it may be contacted
at: Address: 3775 Venture Drive, Duluth,
GA 30096 Phone: 770-962-4981 To the
best of the undersigned’s knowledge

and belief, the party in possession of

the property is believed to be WILLIE M
LOCKE AKA MAUDE LOCKE, or ten-
ant(s). United States of America, acting
through the Rural Housing Service, its
successors and assigns, United States
Department of Agriculture, as Transferee,
Assignee,

and Secured Creditor As attorney-in-fact
for the aforesaid Grantor Please note that
if any borrower or obligor has received

a discharge in a bankruptcy case filed
under Title 11 of the United States Code,
no personal liability will arise from this
foreclosure action against that individual.
This foreclosure action is being

pursued solely against the real property
to enforce the lien created by the Security

Instrument. Respectfully, Marinosci Law
Group, P.C. 16415 Addison Road, Suite
725 Addison, TX 75001 (401) 234-9200
(401) 398-2594 THIS LAW FIRM MAY

BE HELD TO BE ACTING AS ADEBT
COLLECTOR, UNDER FEDERAL LAW.
IF SO, ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE
A-4861763

January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-008

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS

Under and by virtue of the power of sale
contained in that certain Commercial Real
Estate Deed to Secure Debt from Kenneth
Hunter (the “Grantor”) to AgGeorgia Farm
Credit, ACA (the “Lender”), dated May 11,
2022, a copy of which is of record in Deed
Book 3298, Pages 133-140, Clerk’s Office,
Laurens County Superior Court (the “Secu-
rity Deed”), said Security Deed having been
given to secure that certain promissory note
of even date therewith executed by Grantor
in favor of Lender in the original principal
amount of One Hundred Eighty Thousand
and 00/100 Dollars ($180,000.00), together
with interest thereon as set forth therein
and together with any and all amendments,
modifications, renewals, extensions, rea-
mortizatons, or other substitutions thereof
and all other indebtedness and obligations
of said Grantor to Lender (collectively, the
“Note”), there will be sold at public outcry
to the highest bidder for cash before the
Courthouse door of Laurens County,
Georgia, within the legal hours of sale on
the first Tuesday of February, 2026, to-wit:
February 3, 2026, the following described
real property, together with all trees, timber,
shrubbery, fixtures and improvements
located thereon and all rights, members
and appurtenances thereunto belonging
or in anywise appertaining and otherwise
as may be set forth in the Security Deed
(collectively, the “Property”):

TRACT I:

All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying
and being in Land Lot 314, of the 12th
Land District of Laurens County, Georgia,
containing 86.35 acres, more or less, and
shown as Tract No. 1 on a plat of survey
prepared by Marvin D. Clements, Reg-
istered Land Surveyor, dated June 29,
1991, and recorded in Plat Book 6, Page
245, records of the Clerk’s Office of the
Laurens County Superior Court. The an-
gles, distances and dimensions as shown
on said plat are by reference incorporated
herein and made a part of this description.
LESS AND EXCEPT: 0.328 acres de-
scribed in Right-of-Way Deed from Ruth
Rowe Lowery to the Georgia Department
of Transportation dated April 9, 2004, and
recorded in Deed Book 1532, Pages 234
et seq., aforesaid records.

TRACT II:

All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying
and being in Land Lots 288 and 313 of
the 12th Land District of Laurens County,
Georgia, containing 84.20 acres, more or
less, and shown as Tract No. 2 on a plat of
survey prepared by Marvin D. Clements,
Registered Land Surveyor, dated June 29,
1991, and recorded in Plat Book 6, Page
245, records of the Clerk’s Office of the
Laurens County Superior Court. The an-
gles, distances and dimensions as shown
on said plat are by reference incorporated
herein and made a part of this description.
LESS AND EXCEPT: 0.523 acres de-
scribed in Right-of-Way Deed from Ruth
Rowe Lowery to the Georgia Department of
Transportation dated September 11, 2004,
and recorded in Deed Book 1583, Pages
209 et seq., aforesaid records.

The debt secured by the Security Deed has
been and is hereby declared due because
of, among other possible events of default,
the failure to pay the indebtedness as and
when due and in the manner provided in
the Note. The debt remaining in default,
this sale will be made for the purpose of
paying the same and all expenses of this
sale, including attorney’s fees.

The Property will be sold as the property
of Kenneth Hunter, subject to all zoning
ordinances; matters which would be dis-
closed by an accurate survey or by an
inspection of the Property; any outstand-
ing taxes, including but not limited to, ad
valorem taxes, which constitute liens upon
the Property; special assessments; all
outstanding bills for public utilities which
constitute liens upon the Property; and all
matters of record superior to said Security
Deed.

This sale will be conducted subject to (1)
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, (2) the
provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1
which permits the rescission of judicial and
nonjudicial sales in the State of Georgia in
limited circumstances, and (3) final confir-
mation and audit of the status of the loans
with the holder of the Security Deed.
Notice has been given of intention to collect
attorney’s fees in accordance with the terms
of the Note secured by said Security Deed.
Notice has also been given, in writing and
by certified mail, return receipt requested,
to Grantor, of the name, address, and
telephone number of the individual or entity
who shall have full authority to negotiate,
amend, and modify all terms of the Secu-
rity Deed and the Note thereby secured
in accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 44-
14-162.2(a).
To the best knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party in possession of
the Property is Kenneth Hunter, or tenant
or tenants, and the proceeds of said sale
will be applied to the payment of said in-
debtedness and the expenses of said sale.
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS LAW
FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
AgGeorgia Farm Credit ACA, as Attor-
ney-in-Fact for Kenneth Hunter
Jonathan D. Moore, Esq.
Martin Snow, LLP
240 Third Street
P.O. Box 1606
Macon, Georgia 31202-1606
(478) 749-1700
File No: A0178.69486

January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

25-590
State of Georgia
County of Laurens
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, and
debtors of the Estate of Floyd Martin,
deceased, you are hereby notified that J.
David Gay, the duly appointed executor
of the estate, has petitioned the Probate
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, for
letters of dismissal as Executor and that
he has completed all the business of the
estate. You are hereby directed to file any
objections with the Probate Court prior to
January 16, 2026.
Please contact J. David Gay at 1701 Rice
Avenue, Dublin, GA 3102 if you need any
other information.
J. David Gay

December 20, 27, 2025, January 3, 10,

2026

FROM THE RECORD

Complaint for divorce: Stephanie Sanders v.
Blaine Sanders; Stephanie Saylor v. Jerry Saylor; Regina
Hafford v. Timothy Hafford; Jennifer Emmons Brewer v.
Timothy Wade Brewer

Complaint on contract: Portfolio Recovery Associ-
ates LLC v. James Sanders; Opportunity Financial LLC
v. Westley Royal

Affidavit of continuing garnishment: US Auto
Credit Purchasing Center v. Felicia Hill & Cochran Bros.
Company Inc.

Contract: PCA Acquisitions v. Billy Oliver; Citibank
v. Timothy Miller; Independence Capital Recovery v.
Cotrina Edmond; Credit Corp Solution Inc. v. Marcia Hall

Class action complaint: Joann Murphy-Bruce v.
Georgia Dermatology & Skin Cancer Center LLC

Plaintiff's Complaint to revive dormant judg-
ment: River Heights Capital v. Debra Shinholster

General tort: Katherine Rakestraw v. Georgia Der-
matology & Skin Cancer Center LLC; Helen Tucker v.
Georgia Dermatology & Skin Cancer Center LLC

Contempt - child support: Ga DHS ex rel Dakota
Joyce v. Ramon R. Cooper-Stanley

Complaint - child support: Ga DHS ex rel Gabri-
el Simmons v. Matrayvion Cook; Ga DHS ex rel Mason
Woodard v. Heather Woodard; Ga DHS ex rel Kiree D.
Brinson v. Damien Smith; Ga DHS ex rel William Davis v.
William Tapley; Ga DHS ex rel Brinxton Blair v. Brandon
Halloway; Ga DHS ex rel Kayla Walker et al v. Tony Walk-
er; Ga DHS ex rel Elijah Lopez et al v. Brandon Lopez

Warranty deed: Henry B. Cottle II to John A.
Rhodes Jr and Gloria M. Rhodes; Sunset Land Invest-
ments to Tammy Hackle; G&A Farmlands LTD Co to
Edmond Fields Inc.; WJH LLC to Raymond H. Payne
Jr.; Premchan Rampersad to Botero Holdings LLC; Bo-
tero Holdings LLC to Adam Inlow and Heidi Inlow; JJ
Southern Investments LLC to Katrina Wicker; Tyler Bell
to Markus Hobbs; Kenneth Knight to Eric Bland; Duncan
McEachern to Jimmy Rogers Construction Company Inc.;
Mary S. Thomas to Jermica Thomas and Jerry Thomas;
Gary J. Amerson to Jason Trent Amerson; Dyes Homes
Builders Inc. to Christopher N. Bass and Amy Elizabeth
Bass; Kimberly Nicole Spivey nka Kimberly Spivey Salter
to J.D. Edwards Properties; The Jerry Michael Jones liv-
ing trust dated June 1, 2011 to Edwards Family Holdings
LLC; Margaret Ann Garner to Southern Aces Collective
LLC; Madeleine Pice to Pineywoods Investments LLC;
Glenn Emmett Evans, trustee of Glenn Evans family re-
vocable living trust to Andrew Tyler Rowland and Kasey
Leigh Rowland; Hung Phi Tran to South 20 LLC; Joyce C.
Kemp to Donald L. Gresham

Security deed: Kenneth Tommie to Pennymac Loan
Services LLC; Raymond Payne Jr. to Mortgage Solutions
of Colorado LLC; Katrina Wicker to Colony Bank; Markus
Hobbs to A&D Mortgage; UNC Properties LLC to The Geo
D. Warthen Bank; Jimmy Rogers Construction Company
Inc. to Bank of Dudley; Jermica Thomas and Jerry Thom-
as to Planet Home Lending LLC; Jason Trent Amerson
to Atlantic South Bank; Christopher N. Bass and Amy E.
Bass to Mortgage Solutions of Georgia LLC; Noah David
Harper and Meridian Property LLC to Kind Lending LLC;
Noah David Harper and Bravo One LLC to Kind Lending
LLC; NWC Holdings LLC to Farmers State Bank; Piney-
woods Investments LLC to Farmers State Bank; Silver Ce-
dar LLC to Sunmark Community Bank; Purple Dog Prop-
erties LLC to Bank of Dudley; Mathews Properties LLC
to Famers State Bank; Calvin Randolph to Crosscountry
Mortgage LLC; Donald L. Gresham to Morris Bank

MOMENTS IN TIME

* On Jan. 19, 1977, First Lady and ERA supporter Bet-
ty Ford, on a whim and on her final day as a resident of
the White House, jumped on the Cabinet Room table and
struck a pose. At that time, just three women had ever sat
at that table as presidential cabinet members.

* On Jan. 20, 2001, Donald Rumsfeld, who in 1975 was
America's youngest Secretary of Defense at age 43 when
he served under Gerald Ford, became the oldest Secretary
of Defense when he was appointed to that job 26 years
later by George W. Bush.

* On Jan. 21, 2009, after more than 70 years as the
world's largest automaker, General Motors finally lost the
title when it announced worldwide sales of 8.36 million
cars and trucks in 2008, compared with Toyota's 8.97
million vehicle sales that same year.

* On Jan. 22, 1779, famed Tory outlaw Claudius Smith
met his maker at the end of a rope in Goshen, New York,
giving patriot civilians of the American Revolution hope
for relief from guerrilla warfare in upstate New York.

* On Jan. 23, 1960, the first two humans to reach the
Pacific Ocean's Mariana Trench descended 36,000 feet in
a submersible to the deepest part of the ocean -- more
than a mile deeper than the height of Mt. Everest -- forti-
fied with 15 chocolate bars for the trip.

* OnJan. 24,1922, Christian K. Nelson was inspired by
a boy who came into his confectionery shop and couldn't
decide between chocolate and ice cream. He combined
the sweet treats and received a patent for the Eskimo bar,
originally marketed as the "I-Scream" bar.

* On Jan. 25, 1968, the Israeli submarine Dakar, car-
rying 69 sailors, disappeared. Built at the peak of World
War II in Great Britain and commissioned by the British
navy in 1943, it would remain missing until its wreckage
was finally located in 1999 between the islands of Cyprus
and Crete at a depth of some 9,800 feet. While there was
speculation that the submarine was deliberately sunk, the
exact cause remains unclear.

(¢) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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East Laurens edges Dublin, West Laurens
girls wm |n Tuesday night spllt with ARC

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

No matter what you
might be sure of in a given
season, rivalry games never
seem to play out in predict-
able fashion.

That was true of Tues-
day's meeting — a first of
the season — between Dub-
lin and East Laurens, which
rightly delivered its share
of the unexpected in two
games that ran at least par-
tially counter to what the
teams' records and recent
trends might lead you to
presume.

Though they still wound
up completing a sweep, the
Falcons had their hands full
in both, as Dublin's girls
hung around fairly deep
into the third quarter of a
competitive game, and the
Irish boys the whole way in
an upset bid that remained
alive right up until the final
buzzer.

East Laurens broke
things open midway
through the second half to
ultimately run away with
the girls' game 53-25, before
surviving a nailbiter to win
the boys', 55-53.

The wins, for each a third
in a row, keep its teams
perched near or at the top of
the region 2-High A stand-
ings.

The Lady Falcons (9-
2, 4-0 region) remain in a
first-place deadlock with
Washington County that's
due to be broken up when
the Golden Hawks visit their
home floor Friday.

The Eastside boys (8-3,
3-1 region 2-High A) trail
WACO and top-ranked
Southwest Macon in a three-
way tie of teams just a game
out of first.

Dublin's are near the
back, the girls (4-7, 1-3 re-
gion) eighth and boys (2-
7, 0-4 region) 10th, in the
present standings, though
some positive recent trends
in their play going back to
late December continued
Tuesday in two more strong
starts.

The Lady Irish were com-
posed and consistent on the
offensive end, and reliably
got the ball into the post for
scoring opportunities that
turned into free throws ear-
ly in the game, as East Lau-
rens played at its usual pace
but struggled to capitalize in
many of the same situations.

The foul shots helped
them span an early six-point
gap to tie things up near the
end of the first quarter as
Jordan Renfroe sunk a pair
to make it 10 apiece, though
a couple more by D'Nya Ro-
zier on the other end got the
Lady Falcons back up 12-10
after one.

Their offensive fortunes
improved in the second, but
East didn't pull away.

Dublin caught fire after
dropping behind by nine,

TOUCHDOWN FALCONS!: A wide-open D’Nya Rozier (3) lays
one in to convert the diving steal of Amari Kellam and deep
football pass of Alasia Wiggins on a perfectly executed East
Laurens fast-break late in Tuesday’s game/CLAY REYNOLDS

sandwiching a Rainna Wy-
att 3-pointer with multi-
ple field goals to get back
within a few before the Lady
Falcons closed the half with
some answers, and finishing
up by eight.

East Laurens only began
bringing some full-court
pressure a few minutes into
the third, but the Lady Irish
had far fewer issues advanc-
ing the basketball than scor-
ing, as their shooting suc-
cess completely fell off.

Keasia Jackson, on a
short hook shot with a
minute to go in the peri-
od, wound up with the only
bucket of the quarter after
the Lady Falcons had strung
together 13 unanswered
points.

In all, Dublin was out-
scored 25-5 the duration of
the second half.

East's Deanna Lowther
(16 points, 20 rebounds)
and Garyunna Mitchell (10
and 10, plus six steals) each
posted double-doubles. The
Lady Falcons' Alasia Wig-
gins added 10 points and
five boards.

Renfroe's six points,
and five each by Wyatt and
Khalil Maddox, led the Lady
Irish scoring count.

Ja'Mya Tinsley had four
of Dublin's five blocked
shots. Jackson brought in 11
rebounds.

Some pieces that have
seemed a bit scattered for
the Irish boys this season
finally came together over
four quarters that were
some of their most focused,
organized and consistent to
date.

Their increasingly cohe-
sive basketball likely owed
to several different fac-
tors, including the ongoing
3-point shooting hot streak
of Jaydon McRae, who had
four and 13 points. But none
of them were bigger Tuesday
night than the emergence of
QuanTavis Lovett — playing
only his third game of the
season — as a presence in-
side that's largely been non-
existent.

The senior led the team
in points (16) and rebounds
(7), but swatted seven East

] o b

SCREAMING BACK IN FRONT: Skyler Snead (2), Major Floyd
(1) and Zion Dixon (12) shout in celebration after a go-ahead
basket in the final minute of play put East Laurens on top for

good/CLAY REYNOLDS

LOVETT IS IN THE AIR: QuanTavis Lovett spent a good bit of
time aloft denying East Laurens shots (above) and grabbing
boards in a game-altering performance Tuesday night.

The senior finished with seven of each to lead the team in
both categories, in addition to scoring with 16 points/CLAY
REYNOLDS

Laurens shots for perhaps
his most head-turning im-
pact.

And for what seemed
like the first time in a while,
Dublin was able to recipro-
cate some of the disruption
near the basket that's taken
a heavy toll on its penetra-
tion-reliant offense going
the other direction.

Though Skyler Snead
(14), Major Floyd (11) and
Zion Dixon (10) each made
double-figures, and Bryson
Hazley (9) and Jeremiah
Rozier (7) were right on the
verge, Lovett's authoritative
rim-protection kept the Fal-
cons from rallying.

East Laurens baskets
were mostly isolated in a
first half that the Irish start-
ed and finished confidently,
growing their tip-to-horn
lead all the way to 12, 31-
19, before powering into the
locker room with a final stop
as time expired.

But the Falcons, well off
their game in the first 16
minutes, got things togeth-
er as they got into the third
quarter.

Dublin started just as
fast, running the lead back
out to 13 thanks to a cou-
ple of triples by McRae and
Chris Dixon (who finished
with nine points) in the first
three minutes.

But a Snead answer re-
versed the momentum as

East Laurens reeled off
seven points in a row, then
whittled the number down
to three on a four-point
spurt at the very end of the
period.

Floyd quickly tied the
game at 45 with a basket,
and one, less than a minute
into the fourth. And an ex-
citing back-and-forth spar-
ring match followed from
there.

Hazley put the Falcons in
their first lead with a subse-
quent layup.

Dublin responded with
an equalizer from Lovett,
then a 3-pointer by McRae
to go back in front.

East Laurens chipped
away two points before
Floyd tied the game back
at 50s with the back end of
a pair at the line. He'd hit
a contested shot to put the
Falcons back up again, but
a foul on the end of a Harris
connection gave the Irish a
chance to flip the lead back,
and he converted the extra
point to make the score 53-
52 with a little more than a
minute to go.

But the visitors came
through with another basket
to return to the lead, 54-53,
and stayed there as Dublin
hit a series of unfortunate
snags in the last 60.

Forced to foul after an
East Laurens stop, the Irish
lucked up as Floyd missed

both in a set of two. But Zion
Dixon tracked down the ball
off a long kick to the corner
for an offensive re, and went
to the line to add one onto
the lead on the front side.

Dublin rebounded his
miss of the second, advanced
it and called time with 18
seconds, but couldn't get the
ball back in play as its in-
bounder froze up, and failed
to beat the five-count.

East Laurens again de-
clined to slam the door as
two more foul shots clanked
away, and the Irish had am-
ple time to set up two final
heaves — one by McRae and
a second by Harris off an of-
fensive board at the last sec-
ond — that wouldn't go.

It was a fourth loss in
a stretch of five games for
Dublin that have been de-
cided by a total of only 13
points.

West Laurens girls 46,
Richmond Academy 37

The visitors staged a
late run to narrow the Lady
Raiders' 16-point lead down
to the final margin of nine,
but overall had no defensive
answers for either in the duo
of Maddie Ridgway, their
leading scorer with 17, or
Brooklyn Jackson, who was
right behind with 15. Both
also contributed multiple
fast-break assists along the
way.

Jackson had eight out of
10 unanswered over about a
four-minute span in the first
quarter to help them grab
control early, then Ridgway
scored seven in a row to go
up double digits, 17-6, by the
end of the period.

West Laurens (5-7, 4-4
region 4-AAA) built on a
10-point halftime lead with
a 9-0 run to open the third.

ARC 44,
West Laurens boys 42

The Raiders (3-11, 1-7 re-
gion) were in a tight one the
whole way, but came up just
short in their efforts to make
it three-straight home wins.

Their biggest lead, and
deficit, through three quar-

PREP
SCHEDULE

BASKETBALL
Friday
Jefferson Co. at Dublin
West Laurens at Baldwin
/6 p.m.
Washington Co. at
East Laurens/7 p.m.

Saturday
WL at Dublin/4:30 p.m.
EL at Bleckley Co./5 p.m.

Monday
CCA at Trinity/6 p.m.

Tuesday
EL at Jefferson Co.
Dublin at Toombs Co.
Trinity at Gatewood
WL at Westside Augusta
/6 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 16
Trinity at Brentwood
Howard at WL
Washington Co. at Dublin
/6 p.m.

Dodge Co. at EL/7 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 17
EL at Treutlen/5 p.m.
Dublin at Johnson Co.
/6 p.m.

CONTACT US:

Email sports information to
tchsports77@gmail.com, or
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 403

ters numbered just four
points.

ARC took its biggest of
the night on a 6-0 run to
break a 37-all tie near the
4-minute mark of the fourth
quarter.

A Shannon  Adkins
3-point play narrowed the
number to one with 44 sec-
onds left, and West Laurens
forced a turnover and runout
for a chance to grab the lead,
but a blocked shot by Reggie
James denied the opportu-
nity with 15 seconds remain-
ing.

The Raiders had to
foul and Jacobian Sturgiss
split free throws to set up
a chance at the tie on a fi-
nal possession. Brandon
Stephens' contested run-
ner — he was looking for a
foul that wouldn't be called
— sailed over the goal and out
of bounds as time expired.

Next...

Region play continues
into the weekend for Dublin,
East and West Laurens, who
will each start it out with key
league matchups on Friday
night. The Falcons, who host
WACO in a pivotal set Fri-
day night, will have another
one to follow Saturday as its
teams take on two more tests
at Bleckley County.

The Irish continue their
homestand with  Jeffer-
son County in town Friday
night before a shot to avenge
two losses from December
against the Raiders, who are
set to visit the Stuckey Court
after playing a Friday-night
rematch at Baldwin.

Big second halves for Trinity's top scorers in split with JMA

By JEREMY PAYNE

The offense finally found its

Correspondent

The Trinity Crusader basket-
ball teams played their first games
of 2026 late last week against John
Milledge. The girls came away with
a resounding 70-46 win, but the
boys fell short as they lost 70-59.

The girls game was never much
of a contest as Maddy George
came out of the gate on fire. The
senior sharpshooter drained five
3-pointers in the opening quarter,
and scored 17 overall in the period
to put Trinity ahead 26-12.

The scoring pace slowed a bit in
the second quarter, but Trinity still
led 35-22 at the half.

The Lady Crusaders really put
the game on ice coming out of
the locker room. Brinley Vinson
scored 10 in the quarter, and they
outscored the Lady Trojans 18-10
and 17-14 in the third and fourth.

George ended with 23 and
made seven 3s in the contest.
Vinson added 21, with 17 of those

EVERYTHING GOES: Neither Brinley Vinson (21, left) nor Will Foskey (right) could seem to miss in last Friday’s
second halves. Though multiple Crusaders who had explosive nights, these two seniors had some noticeable
luck from all parts the field as they went off to score 21 and 19 points respectively/CLAY REYNOLDS

coming after intermission. Chloe
Rozier also reached double figures
with 11.

Pierce Moore led John Milledge
with 14.

The boys contest was far from
an offensive masterclass early

on as neither team could find
much rhythm. John Milledge led
11-9 after one.

Trinity continued to struggle to
score in the second, managing just
eight in the quarter. The Trojans
fared better with 15 to take a 26-17

halftime lead.

The Crusaders still could not
find their offense in the third as
they failed to reach double digits
again with just nine in the stan-
za. JMA scored 14 to take a 40-26
lead.

range in the fourth. Will Fos-
key caught fire and the Crusad-
ers exploded for 33 fourth-quar-
ter points, making their only six
threes of the game.

Unfortunately the Trojans also
got red hot and nearly matched the
Trinity production, scoring 30 and
making all eight foul shots down
the stretch to hold on for the 70-59
win.

Jagger George led Trinity with
22 and Foskey had 19. They had 14
and 13 respectively in the fourth
quarter.

Max Cowart led JMA with 21
and Maddox Kilby added 20. Bryce
McDonel also reached double dig-
its with 13.

Trinity's seasons are set to re-
sume after this week's layoff coin-
ciding with local service projects
and international mission trips in-
volving a majority of players. The
Crusaders will host Citizens Chris-
tian Monday night, and open re-
gion play at Gatewood on Tuesday.
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By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY: I have been
in a relationship for almost
two years with an incredible
man who makes my heart
sing. We are both in our
mid-30s. I have three chil-
dren. He has one whom, for
lack of better words, his own
parents co-parent.

We are at the point in our
relationship where I want to
marry, move in together and
do the whole family thing.
He often says he wants to
marry me and wants that
life, but "not yet." When
I ask him why, he says, "I
wish I knew why. I wish I
could snap my fingers and
make it something I want to
do now."

His parents are amazing,
but they always come before
anyone else. If he had to
choose right now, it would
be his parents over me or
any of the kids. I feel like I'm
in a never-ending cycle of "Is
he going to?" or "When will
he get there?" What should I
do? We've had long and ex-
tensive conversations, but I
don't feel he is actually try-
ing to "get there." -- WAN-

NABE WIFEY
DEAR WANNABE
WIFEY: Your boyfriend

clearly likes the status quo.
After two years, it's time to
offer him the option of cou-
ples counseling. If he refus-
es and you still want to take
the relationship to a higher
level, you will have to recog-
nize that nothing is likely to
change and act accordingly.

DEAR ABBY: I've been
with my boyfriend for 12
years. We have two chil-
dren and a third on the way.
Three years ago, we got our
family a dog, "Astro," the
love of our lives. She passed
away three months ago
from heat exhaustion. She
was only 2 years old. I was
driving while my boyfriend
held her as we drove to the
vet. She died before we got
there.

I am now in grief thera-
py. I expressed my grief to
my boyfriend, and he has
expressed his to me. I'm
adamant about not want-
ing another dog. He told me
he wanted another one, but
that I had nothing to worry
about for a while -- more
than likely, a year. I was OK
with it because I felt it would
give me time to grieve.

Well, this past weekend,
my boyfriend came home
with a new dog. He didn't
warn me. The new dog looks
exactly like Astro, the same
breed and color. I am heart-
broken. I feel like my trust
has been betrayed. I've been
a wreck ever since, and I
don't think I can compro-
mise.

This is a no-win situation
because one of us will end
up unhappy. I'm thinking
about ending our relation-
ship over this. Am I being
unreasonable or selfish? --
OVERWHELMED IN KAN-
SAS

DEAR OVER-
WHELMED: You are nei-
ther unreasonable nor self-
ish. What your boyfriend
did was inconsiderate and
underhanded and showed
disregard for your feelings.
Atthe veryleast, you deserve
an apology. That dog should
be returned to the breed-
er or rescue from which
it came. However, while I
don't blame you for having
second thoughts about the
relationship after this man's
display of insensitivity, after
12 years (and three kids),
ending the relationship may
be impractical.

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

8 i

Like puzzles?

Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending

puzzle will have
you hooked from

I

the mement you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudaoku
savvy to the test!
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Lereal: Advancad

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 thraugh 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only cnce in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
mare numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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[ BECAUSE IN ABOUT THO YEARS,
NO ONE WILL EVER TRUST
THEIR EYES AND I CAN
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they would implore their gods to bring back the
warmth and light of summer, so they could grow
crops and feed their families in the coming year.
‘This tradition is one of the world’s oldest.
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STATE AUDIT

Continued from page 10

- Payments to a florist
with no documentation to
justify the purchase

- Late IRS payroll tax
payments leading to penalty
and interest payments

- Travel expenses that
lacked evidence of meeting
district needs

The report also raised
concerns over credit card
activity, saying that credit
card use was "abnormally"
high, creating a risk for abu-
sive spending.

Also identified was the
contentious  solar  pan-
el agreement, costing
the school system about
$300,000 annually through
2037. It noted that the
school district has not ver-
ified that the panels, in-

FIRE

Continued from page 10

side of Dublin Glass on fire
as firefighters arrived. There
is a narrow alley that sepa-
rated both buildings. Fire-
fighters were able to contain
the fire to a storage room in
Dublin Glass.

“They do have some wa-
ter damage from us putting
that fire out in their build-
ing,” Cutler said. “Their
building is definitely going
to be repairable. We were
thankful for that.”

Another small building
between the two that Cut-
ler said used to be a radia-
tor shop did not sustain any
damage.

“We do not suspect foul
play, but we will be return-
ing (to the scene),” Cutler
said. “We had to force entry
into the fences and every-
thing. It didn’t look like any-
thing was out of place but
we’ll take another look at it.”

While fighting the blaze,
firefighters had to access
three different hydrants.
The use of hydrants in front
of Roche Farm & Garden
Inc. and Dairy Queen forced
East Jackson Street to be
temporarily closed.

“There was only one hy-

stalled outside Dublin High
School, have achieved their
anticipated energy cost sav-
ings or are even operational.

In staffing, the report
showed that the Dublin City
School System had more
non-state funded positions
than school systems of
comparable size. In 2023,
23 percent of DCS staff
were funded through non-
QBE sources, compared to
7 percent in similar-sized
school systems. That fig-
ure remained at 16 percent
in 2025, compared to 10
percent. Highlighted in the
report was that the school
system employed two CFOs
or finance directors, two
maintenance directors and
two public relations staff-
ers. Some of those positions
have since been eliminated.

drant on the side of the road
that we were on,” Cutler
said. “The other two that we
needed were across the road
and we can’t have people
driving across the fire hoses.
We had to shut the bridge
down and we are sorry for
the inconvenience. We got
it opened up as quickly as
we could, but we had a large
scene and a large amount of
fire going on.”

Fighting a fire at night
is challenging because it is
hard to see all of the poten-
tial hazards.

“It was a big blaze,” Cut-
ler said. “Our objective was
to contain the fire to the
building where it started.
We were primarily con-
cerned that no other build-
ings were damaged more
than they were.”

DFD received automat-
ic aid from the East Dub-
lin and Laurens County
fire departments, as well as
from the Johnson State Fire
Team. At one point, Cutler
believes that 30 firefighters
were on the scene.

“That was great,” he said.
“Mutual and automatic aid
are life savers. Having good
relationships with  your
neighbors is a great thing.”

Residents have long
complained of the school
system's top-heavy pay
structure and the audit con-
firmed that the city schools
shelled out more funds for
employees than peer sys-
tems. On average the system
paid over $1 million more
for central office staff than
comparable districts; more
than $2 million more for in-
structional staff; and about
$750,000 more for opera-
tional services. Topping the
list was the superintendent
role, which was compen-
sated an average of about
$237,000, over $60,000
more than other systems.

Keeping the school sys-
tem running, the report
concluded, was COVID re-
lief funds masking problems
that began in 2012.

The DFD’s tower truck
was set up on the building
where the fire began. The
roof had already fallen in by
the time they set up to work.

“Wehad hand lines trying
to keep the fire out of Dublin
Glass, but the storage room
had exterior windows that
failed, and it also got into an
attic space through an attic
vent,” Cutler said. “We had
another engine on the Dub-
lin Glass side and attacked
the fire from that side of it.
We had a pretty big scene.”

One firefighter was treat-
ed for a laceration. He was
transported by Laurens
County EMS to Fairview
Park Hospital where he was
treated and released, Cut-
ler said. It took firefighters
a little more than a hour to
get the fire under control.
He thanked local law en-
forcement for helping to
shut down traffic. Officials
were able to clear the scene
around midnight.

“According to the tax as-
sessor's office, that building
was built in 1945 and was
almost 3,000 square feet,”
Cutler said. “It was an old-
er building and a guy talk-
ed about some electrical is-
sues.”

"The School District used
temporary COVID funds to
pay for ongoing personnel
and operating expenditures
and did not appropriately
plan or budget for the expi-
ration of these funds," the
audit reported. "This prac-
tice temporarily masked
preexisting budget deficits
and contributed to the re-
emergence in subsequent
fiscal years."

The report showed that
the school district received
over $19.7 million from The
Elementary and Second-
ary School Emergency Re-
lief Fund. The funds were
used to cover existing costs,
mostly salaries and benefits,
from FY 2020 to FY 2024.

The report cites a myri-
ad reasons behind the bud-
get crisis including lack of
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processes and sufficient ap-
proval procedures and poor
management. Furthermore,
budgets were approved
without accurate informa-
tion being presented to the
board.

"Our review of the bud-
get development process re-
vealed that budget assump-
tions were not supported
by evidence or reconciled to
known personnel and ben-
efit obligations, resulting in
significant variances and the
presentation of misleading
financial projections to the
Board of Education," the re-
port said.

Board meetings seldom
include public discussion of
school system finances and
spending practices.

The school system re-
sponded to the report in a

* 10

Wednesday press release.
"We are extremely grate-
ful to the Georgia Depart-
ment of Audits and Ac-
counts for this deep dive
into the causes of our cur-
rent situation," said Inter-
im Superintendent Marcee
Pool in the release. "Diligent
doesn't begin to describe
how we are working along-
side our financial advisors,
the Georgia Department of
Education, the DOAA, and
state officials to address ev-
ery item outlined in this re-
port and to implement best
practices at every level to
protect the district's finan-
cial stability and ensure its
integrity moving forward."

— Staff reporter Rodney
Manley contributed to this
report

This drone photo shows an overhead view of the fire scene looking into East Dublin.
Multiple fire hoses had to be stretched across Jackson Street, forcing temporary closure of
the road and bridge/SPECIAL PHOTO, courtesy of Dublin Fire Department

FLU

Continued from page 1

health departments, doc-
tors’ offices, grocery stores,
neighborhood clinics and
pharmacies.

Craft “strongly recom-
mends” getting the flu vac-
cine.

“It’s the best way to ei-
ther prevent or decrease
the severity of the flu if you
should get it,” he said. “The
flu vaccine is not a guaran-
tee that you are not going
to get influenza, but as long
as you've had (the vaccine)
at least two weeks before
you get influenza, it should
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make a drastic difference
in how bad the flu is.”

For more information
about flu and how to stop
it, go to dph.ga.gov/flu. To
monitor Georgia’s weekly
influenza reports, which
are normally updated on
Fridays, visit dph.georgia.
gov/flu-activity-georgia.
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