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Under investigation...
District Attorney calls for GBI probe 
into Dublin City Schools finances

 Dublin Circuit District 
Attorney Harold McLen-
don has requested a GBI 
Investigation into the 
Dublin City School Dis-
trict's finances.
 “The purpose of this 
request for investigation 
is to ensure an indepen-
dent and thorough review 
of whether any criminal 
statutes have been violat-
ed and is made in service 
to the confidence of the 
people, who have made it 
clear they need answers,” 
McLendon said Tuesday.

 According to a news 
release from the DA's of-
fice, McLendon formally 
requested that the Geor-
gia Bureau of Investiga-
tion conduct an indepen-
dent investigation "into 
financial irregularities 
associated with the Dub-
lin City School District." 
The request was made 
pursuant to state law that 
authorizes the GBI to in-
vestigate potential viola-
tions of Georgia law upon 
request of a prosecuting 
authority. The referral 
follows state oversight re-
views, audit findings and 
publicly reported infor-

mation indicating signif-
icant fiscal shortfalls and 
deficiencies in financial 
controls within the Dub-
lin City School District. 
 "According to infor-
mation provided through 
state monitoring and au-
dit processes, the Dublin 
City School District has 
reported unpaid employ-
er obligations to the State 
Health Benefit Plan and 
projected budget deficits 
and negative cash bal-
ances in the magnitude of 
millions of dollars. These 
figures represent report-
ed liabilities and projec-
tions and do not consti-

tute findings of criminal 
conduct," the DA's said in 
the release.
 "The district at-
torney’s office is not a 
law-enforcement inves-
tigative agency.  While 
it has limited authority 
to review and evaluate 
potential criminal viola-
tions, primary investiga-
tive responsibility rests 
with law-enforcement 
agencies such as local 
police, sheriffs, or the 
Georgia Bureau of Inves-
tigation.  Because of the 

Surrounded by family, new Dublin school board member Jeff Davis 
is sworn in by Superior Court Judge Trey Taylor/RODNEY MANLEY

 The Dublin City Board of 
Education's new chairwom-
an and new member pledged 
big changes at the board's first 
meeting of the year, including 
improved financial oversight, 
more accountability and "radi-
cal transparency."

 The district's financial crisis, 
which has led to teacher layoffs, 
program cuts and forced early 
retirements and resignations, 
sparked a leadership shift on 
the embattled school board 
at its first meeting of the year 
Monday night. Amanda Smith, 

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

New member, new chairman pledge 
to bring changes to Board of Education

 A Superior Court judge 
has denied part of a Dublin 
City Schools teacher's law-
suit seeking reinstatement 
after the struggling school 
system fired her mid-con-
tract to cut into a projected 
$13.4 million deficit.
 In a ruling filed Mon-
day, Judge Jud Green 
denied Ashley White's 
petition for a writ of man-
damus, which would have 
forced the school board to 
rehire White, one of more 
than 50 employees whose 
jobs were eliminated in 
October to cut costs. 
 However, Green re-
served ruling on two oth-
er complaints in White's 
lawsuit – for a declaratory 
judgment and breach of 
contract damages.
 The school system, 
which has borrowed ad-
vance state funding to pay 
its bills for the past four 
months, contends that it 
cannot pay White and the 
others, and without the 
job cuts the system will 
not survive. The ruling 
cites an updated cash flow 
projection, introduced as 
evidence in the case, that 
projects the school dis-
trict's deficit worsening 
from about $6.2 million in 
July 2026 to almost $17.6 
million by June 2027.
  In his ruling, Green 
notes that a writ of man-
damus is "an extraordi-
nary remedy to compel a 
public officer to perform a 
required duty when there 
is no other available legal 

remedy." 
 In denying mandamus, 
the judge pointed out that 
White still could gain relief 
through her breach of con-
tract claim, and that her 
lawsuit named the school 
district, but no individuals, 
as defendant in the suit.
 "Her contract may be 
enforced through breach 
of contract, and plaintiff 
alleges that claim in count 
III. As plaintiff has failed 
to demonstrate that she 
cannot obtain an adequate 
legal remedy through her 
breach of contract claim, 
the court concludes that 
she is not entitled to a writ 
of mandamus.
 "Furthermore, a man-
damus claim lies against 
a particular individual, 
public officer or official 
and may not be asserted 
against an agency or gov-
ernmental entity."
 Green said an order on 
the breach of contract and 
declaratory relief claims 
will be scheduled later.
 White is one of five 
teachers suing the sys-
tem over losing their jobs. 
The district claims the 
mid-contract job cuts were 
part of a reduction in force 
due to lack of funds, and 
thereby legal.
 During an earlier hear-
ing, Green described the 
job cuts, in mid-contract 
and during a school year, 
as "unprecedented."
 The cuts came after 
state officials first discov-
ered the school system 

Judge denies teacher's 
claim against city schools
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 Laurens County Attor-
ney Billy Kight did not seek 
the spotlight. Even when 
his commissioners asked 
him to join them for recog-
nition, he turned it down.

 “He didn’t want to be 
noticed,” said Jimmy Rog-
ers, county commissioner 
chairman. “He wanted to 
do his job, step back and 
let someone else get recog-
nized for it. We would want 
him to join us, but he would 

say, “‘Y’all go ahead. I’m 
okay.’”

 Kight passed away on 
Jan. 9. He was 74. Visita-
tion was held Monday night 
and his service took place 
Tuesday morning.

 Kight served as Laurens 
County’s attorney since 
1993. 

 “He was a wonderful, 
humble man,” said Laurens 
County Administrator Bry-
an Rogers.

 Rogers has known Kight 
for 25 years. Rogers cred-

ited Kight for helping him 
when he arrived in Laurens 
County at the age of 32. 

 “He helped me as a 
county administrator and 
personally when becoming 
a husband and a father,” 
Rogers said. “He helped me 
every step of the way.  I ate 
breakfast and lunch with 
the man for 25 years, five 
days a week. He was hum-
ble and I think that is what 
everybody needs to remem-
ber about him, although 
he was the smartest man I 

 On Jan. 12, 1998, around 
5:34 p.m., Laurens Coun-
ty Deputy Kyle Dinkheller 
pulled over a driver who he 
clocked speeding on I-16. 
The driver pulled over on 
Whipple's Crossing Road 
and Dinkheller pulled be-
hind his Toyota truck. What 
Dinkheller’s patrol vehi-
cle camera showed was a 
shootout that killed the 
22-year-old deputy.

 The driver - Andrew 
Brannan - was captured 
the next day. He was found 
guilty a few years later and 
executed on Jan. 13, 2015.

Last Monday morning,  
law enforcement officers, 
family and friends gath-
ered at the memorial site on 
Whipple's Crossing Road. 

 “It seems like yesterday,” 
said Dinkheller’s father 
Kirk. “I appreciate each and 
every one of you to come 
out. All I want to remind 
you is to go home at the end 
of your shift to be with your 
families because we are not 
able to do that anymore.” 

 Kirk appreciated the 
officers and officials who 
continue to show up at his 
son’s memorial every year, 
especially when it was 30 
degrees outside.

 “It is always uplifting to 
come here every year,” he 
said. “I still love the fact that 
everybody still remembers 
my son.”  

 Treutlen County Sheriff 
Thomas Corbin was a young 
deputy in Treutlen when 
he heard about what hap-
pened. 

 “I came up here and we 
stayed all night,” Corbin 
said. “It was a terrible 
night.” 

 He quoted Proverbs 
chapter 3, verses 5 and 6: 
“Trust in the Lord with all of 
your hearts and lean not on 
your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make your 
paths straight.”

 “We do live in terrible 
times," Corbin said. "The 
world is in chaos. We watch 
the news and we cannot 
even believe the decisions 
that are being made. When 
you are in a situation, back 
off and evaluate the situ-
ation. Don’t handle it by 
yourself. Use your head. If 
you have to react, don’t hes-
itate and do what you want 
to do. I hope you never have 

to make a decision (to use 
deadly force). Put your trust 
and faith in God. Be safe. Go 
home at night and take care 
of your families.”  

 Laurens County Sheriff 
Larry Dean stated that law 
enforcement personnel are 
unique in that they run to-
wards the danger while oth-
ers run the opposite direc-
tion.

 “In the last 15 years, it is 
just amazing how much this 
country has changed,” Dean 
said. “And yet, we live in a 
rural area where we do have 
a lot of support for law en-
forcement. When you get up 
every day, take a little mo-
ment to spend a least two 
to three minutes in prayer 
with God. God is in control, 

knew from an intelligence 
standpoint. He spoke about 
being humble more than he 
spoke about being intelli-
gent. The most important 
aspect in anything he did 
was to be simple and hum-
ble. He was a really private 
person but he treated ev-
erybody with respect and 
he went out of his way to 
help everybody. We are all 
going to miss him.” 

 County commissioner 
Trae Kemp had a good rap-
port with Kight, even when 
they were on opposite sides 
of an issue.

 “When he thought I was 
wrong he would tell me 
without hesitation,” Kemp 
said. “The most important 
factor is not that Laurens 
County lost a lawyer. He 
was more than a lawyer. 

Kight remembered as 'humble' man

Billy Kight served as 
county attorney since 1993
/SPECIAL PHOTO

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

Billy was probably one of 
the most trustworthy peo-
ple I have ever met. I could 
talk to him about almost 
anything and he could al-
ways disagree without be-

ing disagreeable. He was 
a really good guy and I am 
going to miss him a lot.” 

 When it comes to Ki-
ght, commissioner Rogers 
believes many people will 
have about the same things 
to say about the longtime 
county attorney. 

 “He had so much wis-
dom stored up in his head,” 
Rogers said. “I would cut up 
with him and tell him to put 
that knowledge somewhere 
on paper. He could handle 
the job with a flip phone 
and paper. 

 “He served us well as a 
county attorney and friend,” 
he added. “He is gone from 
us now, but he doesn’t have 
to be forgotten. He is hard 
to replace, and it’ll be hard 
to replace him. But we’ll re-
member what he said to us 
and that will help us do our 
jobs. He will be missed by 
us commissioners and the 
people in the county.”

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter
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Kyle Dinkheller's father, Kirk, thanked local law enforcment and friends for remembering his son who was shot and killed 
in the line of duty 28 years ago Monday on Whipple's Crossing Road/PAYTON TOWNS III

LCSO deputy remembered for sacrifice
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ATLANTA — The Geor-
gia Senate voted along 
party lines Tuesday to ban 
cities from requiring gun 
owners to lock up their 
guns in cars, the first bill 
approved in this year’s leg-
islative session.

The bill is a response to 
a Savannah ordinance that 
outlawed leaving hand-
guns, rifles or shotguns in 
unattended vehicles unless 
they’re securely stored. 
A Chatham County judge 
ruled in November that the 
ordinance is unconstitu-
tional.

The legislation now 
heads to Gov. Brian Kemp 
for his signature or veto. 
The Senate approved the 
bill 32-21 on Tuesday after 
it passed the state House on 
the final day of last year’s 
legislative session.

State Sen. Colton Moore, 
a Republican from Trenton, 
said the bill would protect 
the rights of gun owners. 
In Savannah, 41 people 
received citations under 
the city’s ordinance, which 

comes with a maximum 
penalty of a $1,000 fine and 
30 days in jail.

“You can travel the state 
freely knowing you’re not 
going to be a victim of a 
crime and then be made 
a criminal as we’ve seen 
in Savannah,” Moore said 
during the Senate debate 
on Senate Bill 204. “We’re 
putting freedom back into 
the hands of the citizenry.”

Savannah’s ordinance 
required guns left in vehi-
cles to be securely stored 
in a glove compartment, 
console, locked trunk, or 
behind the last upright seat 
of a vehicle without a trunk. 
The ordinance also man-
dated that unoccupied ve-
hicles must be kept locked 

when there’s a gun inside.
State Sen. Derek Mal-

low, a Democrat from Sa-
vannah, said the ordinance 
reduced gun thefts in Sa-
vannah by 30% in the year 
since the city enacted it in 
2024.

“The city overwhelm-
ingly supports the Second 
Amendment, but they also 
believe that public safety is 
at risk when guns are sto-
len from unlocked cars,” 
Mallow said. “They can fall 
into the wrong hands very 
easily.”

The bill also allows 
weapons carriers who re-
ceive citations to sue local 
governments for $25,000 
plus attorney fees.

(866) 456-0357
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OBITUARIES

BIRTHDAYS

Jan. 15
Anouska Coney 

Edwards
Staci Jackson

The City of Dublin will be closed on 

January 19th, 2026 to Observe 

Martin Luther King’s Birthday.

Garbage p/u as follows:

Monday, Jan. 19th, 2026 no garbage p/u.

Tuesday, Jan 20th, 2026 will be Monday 

and Tuesday route customers.

All other routes will stay the same

Friday, Jan. 23rd, 2026 will be recycle for 

Monday and Tuesday route customers.

 Mrs. Nell Doolittle Park-
er, 94, of Hwy 24 West, 
Sandersville passed away 
peacefully on Thursday,  
Jan. 8, 2026, at her resi-
dence surrounded by her 
family. A funeral service to 
celebrate her life was held 
on Monday, Jan. 12, 2026, 
at 3 p.m. at the chapel of 
May and Smith Funeral 
Home with burial following 
at Brownwood Cemetery. 
Rev. Jeff Cook and Mr. Jim-
my Childre Jr. will officiate. 
Pallbearers will be Jimmy 
Childre Jr., Dr. Rick Halver-
son, Dr. Kim Kitchens, Keith 
Parker, Kevin Parker, Carl-
ton Parker, and Matthew 
Norwood. The family will 
greet friends on Monday, 
Jan. 12, 2026, from 2 p.m. 
until the hour of service at 
the funeral home. 

Mrs. Parker was a life-
long resident of Washington 
County, the daughter of the 
late William Elmer Doolittle 
and the late Hilda Brantley 
Doolittle. She was the wife 
of the late Jesse Lee Park-
er, and a loving mom to her 
three children. Mrs. Parker 
loved to cook, and to read 
and collect cookbooks. She 
also enjoyed working with 
her flowers and taking care 
of her animals. Her greatest 
joy in life was spending time 
with her family, especial-
ly her granddaughter and 
two great grandsons. Mrs. 
Parker was a member of 
Tabernacle Untied Method-
ist Church where she served 
as church pianist for many 
years. In addition to her 
parents and husband she 
is preceded in death by her 
brother Billy Doolittle and 
his wife Jean.

Mrs. Parker is survived 
by her daughters, Jessie Lisa 
Parker of Sandersville, and 
Jana Maria Parker of Dun-
woody; son, Anthony Mark 
Parker and his wife Robin of 
Wrightsville; granddaughter 
Geneve Parker Steverson 
and her husband Hayden of 
Wrightsville; great-grand-
sons, Parker Nolan Stever-
son and Gunner James 
Steverson; brother, Bernard 
Doolittle and his wife Faye 
of Sandersville; and her fur 
babies, Sophie, Midnight, 
and Morris.

The family would like to 
thank April Meeks and the 
staff of Georgia Hospice 
Care as well as Mrs. Park-
er’s caregivers, Viola Fraley, 
Shelia Washington and Di-
ane Johnson for their ded-
icated care of their mother.

Condolences may be 
made online at mayand-
smithfuneraldirectors.com

May and Smith Funer-
al Directors is in charge of 
these arrangements.

Nell Doolittle Parker

Denise Sheryl Jackson
 Ms. Denise Sheryl Jack-

son of Dublin, Georgia 
passed away on Monday, 
Jan. 12, 2026. Funeral ar-
rangements are incomplete 
at this time.

www.ServicesByDudley.
com

ATLANTA — The Re-
publican leaders of Geor-
gia’s Senate will push to 
reduce both income and 
property taxes while tar-
geting other cost-of-living 
issues during a legislative 
session that will be influ-
enced by election-year pol-
itics.

Senate leaders gave a 
brief outline of their prior-
ities at the Capitol Tuesday, 
the second day of their 40-
day session.

Last week, a high-prior-
ity Senate study committee 
wrapped up its work, issu-
ing a recommendation to 
eliminate the state income 
tax by 2032, with gradual 
cuts starting in 2027. And 
on that same day, House 
Speaker Jon Burns, a Re-
publican from Newington, 
announced his plans to 
pare back local property 
taxes.

On Tuesday, the Senate 
majority leader, Dallas Re-
publican Jason Anavitarte, 

said his chamber’s caucus 
“can and will do everything 
in our power” to embrace 
both approaches to bring 
down costs for taxpayers.

He also said Republi-
can senators would target 
institutional investors who 
“gobble up” houses then re-
sell them, driving up pric-
es for regular homebuyers 
while “Wall Street billion-
aires” profit.

The Senate will also 
consider ways to expedite 
building permits, he said. 
Developers criticized local 
building departments for 
causing expensive delays 
during a hearing in Novem-
ber, but local officials said 
developers were filing slop-
py plans that slowed the re-
view process.

Both the Senate and the 
House are also interested in 
improving literacy. Burns 
said last week that he want-
ed to see literacy coaches 
in every elementary school, 
and Anavitarte said Tues-
day that the Senate wanted 
to provide resources to ad-

dress the concern.
Anavitarte also men-

tioned resources for foster 
children and to combat 
chronic absenteeism, also 
the subject of a Senate 
study committee last year. 
Also on the agenda are 
“guardrails” around tech-
nology accessible by chil-
dren including artificial in-
telligence, he said.

The senators did not of-
fer much detail about how 
they would accomplish 
their goals. Property taxes 
fund about half the cost of 
public education, so curb-
ing school districts’ au-
thority to raise tax revenue 
could result in service cuts.

Anavitarte said some 
school districts were flush 
with money while others 
were broke, and “we have to 
figure out what is that right 
balance.” He had a similar 
answer about how to curb 
institutional residential in-
vestors: “I think we have 
to address the balance and 
there will be more to come 
on that.”

ATLANTA — Democrats 
in the state Senate fired 
a political volley at Presi-
dent Donald Trump Tues-
day, with a package of bills 
aimed at the way his ad-
ministration has enforced 
the laws, particularly for 
immigration.

Labeling his adminis-
tration “rogue” and a “re-
gime,” they called on state 
Republicans to back legis-
lation that would limit the 
president’s authority to de-
ploy military reserve units 
and rein in Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
officers, one of whom shot 
and killed a mother in Min-
neapolis last week.

“We have seen ICE 

physically assault people 
who are just protesting or 
lawfully observing, and 
we just saw in Minneap-
olis ICE murder Renee 
Good,” Sen. Josh McLau-
rin, D-Sandy Springs said. 
“We’ve all seen the video. 
Obviously, the officer did 
what he was not trained to 
do, which was step in front 
of the car, escalate.”

The Trump adminis-
tration has defended the 
action, saying the officer 
feared for his life after pre-
viously being injured by a 
vehicle during an enforce-
ment action. Minnesota 
sued the Trump admin-
istration to block ICE de-
ployments.

McLaurin, who is run-
ning for lieutenant gover-
nor, introduced Senate Bill 
397, which would allow cit-
izens to sue ICE officers for 
alleged violations of civil 
rights.

Another bill, Senate 
Bill 391, would require au-
thorities to obtain a judi-

cial warrant before taking 
immigration enforcement 
actions at certain locations, 
including churches, hospi-
tals, libraries and schools. 
A third, Senate Bill 390, 
would require the Georgia 
governor’s permission for 
entry of National Guard 
forces from other states. Fi-
nally, Senate Bill 389 would 
require ICE officers to wear 
a badge and remove their 
masks.

Federal officials say 
the masks are necessary 
to protect officers against 
personal threats, such as 
“doxxing” when personal 
information is malicious-
ly distributed online and 
“swatting” when police are 
called to homes on false 
pretenses.

That last bill was by 
Sen. Kim Jackson, D-Stone 
Mountain, who noted that 
lawmakers do not wear 
masks despite having been 
doxxed and swatted. And 
brimmed hats are the only 
apparel on Georgia State 

Patrol officers’ heads.
“If our brothers in their 

gray hats can stand up and 
show their face, then so 
can ICE,” said Jackson, the 
Senate’s minority whip. “It 
is cowardice. And it’s time 
to unmask ICE.”

Democrats tried to link 
their anti-ICE campaign 
to the increasingly charged 
political issue of affordabil-
ity, saying immigration en-
forcement was disrupting 
local economies while cost-
ing taxpayers billions.

But their salvo was 
apparently charged with 
blanks. The likelihood of 
these bills becoming law is 
vanishingly small, judging 
from the reaction of Sen. 
Jason Anavitarte, a Repub-
lican from Dallas and the 
Senate’s majority leader.

“They want the state to 
regulate the federal gov-
ernment when that’s not 
necessarily the role of the 
state,” he said.

Senate Republicans to address affordability
By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

Georgia Democratic lawmakers try to rein in ICE
By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

Georgia Senate bans local gun storage laws 
By MARK NIESSE
Capitol Beat News Service

 Debran Taylor Braziel,  
71, of Dublin, Ga., passed 
away peacefully on Jan. 12, 
2026.

Born on June 16, 1954, 
in Columbia, South Caroli-
na, Debran was a beacon of 
love and kindness to all who 
knew her. She was the cher-
ished daughter of the late 
Lowell James and Harriett 
Edwards Taylor.

Debran's life was a tes-
tament to her unwavering 
faith and her capacity for 
love. She was a devoted wife 
to her husband of 47 years, 
James Braziel, and a nur-
turing mother to her chil-
dren, Katie Darnley (Hugh) 
of Dublin and Ben Braziel 
(Jenny) of Winder. Her 
role as Mimi to her adored 
grandchildren, Mayes Darn-
ley, Liam Darnley, Daisy 
Braziel, Hutson Darnley, 
Lily Braziel, Emilyn Darnley 
and Silas Braziel, was one 
she embraced with joy and 
pride. Debran's family was 
the cornerstone of her life, 
and her love for them was 
boundless.

She is also survived by 
her brothers, Mark Taylor 
of Atlanta and Jay Taylor 
(Amy) of North Augusta, 
South Carolina, along with 
several nieces and nephews 
who will miss her dearly.

Debran's professional 
life was marked by her com-
passionate spirit and dedi-
cation to helping others. As 
a retired nurse and Execu-
tive Director of the Benton 
House, she touched the lives 
of many with her caring na-
ture and leadership. Her 
work was not just a job but a 
calling that she fulfilled with 
grace and professionalism.

Her commitment to her 
community was evident 
through her active involve-
ment in the Pine Forest 
Methodist Church. Debran's 
faith was the guiding light 
of her life, and she lived it 
out through her volunteer 
work with various church 
activities. Her kindness and 
faith-filled spirit were an in-
spiration to all who had the 
privilege of working along-
side her.

Debran's legacy is one 
of love and service, and her 
memory will continue to be 
a guiding force for all who 
were fortunate enough to 
have been a part of her life.

The family will receive 
friends on Thursday, Jan. 
15, 2026, from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. at Townsend Brothers 
Funeral Home.

A funeral service cele-
brating her life will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 
16, at Pine Forest Methodist 
Church. Burial will follow at 
Dublin Memorial Gardens. 
Rev. Brett Maddox and Rev. 
AJ Wright will officiate.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made in her memory to Pine 
Forest Methodist Church, 
400 Woods Avenue, Dub-
lin, GA 31021, or to Trinity 
Christian School, 200 Trin-
ity Road, Dublin, GA 31021.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com 
to sign the online memorial 
registry.

Debran Taylor Braziel

 Funeral services for 
Brylei’ Amoree Rozier of 
Dublin, Georgia, will be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 17, 2026, 
at 3 p.m. at the Word of 
Harvest Church Ministries, 
1609 Academy Avenue in 
Dublin. Apostle James D. 
Bell will deliver the eulogy. 
Interment will follow in the 
Dudley Memorial Cemetery. 

Brylei’ Amoree Rozier 
was born in Dublin on July 
20, 2018 to Quentasia Ro-
zier and Willie Spikes Jr. 
She lived a short-blessed 
life.

Brylei’ leaves to cherish 
her memory devoted moth-
er, Quentasia Rozier of Dub-
lin ; father, Willie Spikes Jr. 
of Alpharetta; three broth-
ers, Jaquan and Landon Ro-
zier, Zy Spikes, all of Dublin; 
three sisters, Traviona, Ava, 
and Aria Spikes, all of Dub-
lin; grandparents, Sharon 
Rozier of Hampton;  Barba-
ra Odum, Willie Spikes Sr. 
and Ronnie Hikes of Dublin; 
great-grandparents, Dor-
othy Charleston and Mark 
Payne; great-great grand-
mother, Clyde Holliman, all 
of Dublin, Ga., aunts, Mar-
quaja Thompkins, Keyondra 
Spikes, Jas Spikes, Keisha 
Odum, Shaniya West, all 
of Dublin; uncles, Romel-
lo Height of Lovett, Texas, 
and Reginald Bloodsaw of 
Hampton; and a host of 
great and great-great aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

The family is receiving 
friends 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. dai-
ly at 301 Simmons Street in 
Dublin.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.

Brylei' Amoree Rozier



The Courier Herald Thursday, January 15, 2026 •3

 * On Jan. 26, 1875, a gang 
of men likely led by Pinker-
ton Detective Agency staff , 
who mistakenly believed 
that outlaws Frank and 
Jesse James were holed up 
in their family home, raid-
ed the house, leaving their 
mother, Zerelda James, per-
manently maimed and their 
9-year-old half-brother, 
Archie Samuel, dead from 
an exploded fl are meant to 
fl ush the brothers out.

* On Jan. 27, 1970, John 
Lennon composed and re-
corded "Instant Karma," 
his third solo single prior to 
the Beatles' offi  cial break-
up, in one day. Though he 
remarked that he "wrote it 
for breakfast, recorded it 
for lunch, and we're putting 
it out for dinner," the song 
was actually released to the 
public almost two weeks lat-
er. 

* On Jan. 28, 1777, poet, 
playwright and British Gen-
eral John Burgoyne sub-
mitted a plan to the British 
government that would iso-
late New England from the 
other colonies, which in-

volved an invasion of 8,000 
British troops from Canada 
moving south through New 
York and taking the Amer-
icans by surprise. Its fail-
ure that autumn launched 
severe criticism, and soon 
after Burgoyne retired from 
active service.

* On Jan. 29, 1929, The 
Seeing Eye, America's fi rst 
school designed to train 
guide dogs for the visu-
ally impaired, opened in 
Tennessee. For the bene-
fi t of skeptical reporters, 
co-founder Morris Frank 
showcased his own dog, 

Buddy, on busy New York 
streets.

* On Jan. 30, 1994, 
American speed skater Dan 
Jansen set a new world re-
cord of 35.76 at the World 
Sprint Championships in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

* On Jan. 31, 1961, a 
chimp named Ham became 
the fi rst hominid in space, 
after a 16.5-minute subor-
bital fl ight, paving the way 
for the fi rst human in space 
three months later.

(c) 2026 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 

Sometimes I just want to 
do the following:

On “write the col-
umn” day, sit down at my 
keyboard, clear my throat, 
crack my knuckles, and type 
“This Space for Rent.”

It gets really hard some-
times to come up with an 
introduction to the column.  
When the world doesn’t give 
me much to work with, I 
have to be creative - and we 
all know where that leads.

So the introduction this 
week is no introduction 
at all, and we’ll just move 
along to the trivia.

By the way, if you feel 
the urge to write to me, do 
so at didyouknowcolumn@
gmail.com and I always an-
swer quickly.  Thanks!

Did you know …
… non-dairy coff ee 

creamer is fl ammable?  
(Which makes you really 
wonder about some of the 
stuff  we put into our bod-
ies.)

… a part of the United 
States once belonged to Rus-
sia?  What is now the state of 
Alaska was purchased by the 
United States from the Rus-
sian government in 1867 at 
the bargain-basement price 
of 2¢ an acre, or $7.2 mil-
lion.  Why did Russia want 
to sell its sole North Amer-
ican claim?  They thought 
the land was simply useless 
tundra, and the government 
of Tsar Alexander II (1818-
1881) needed money.  With-

in twenty years, however, 
huge gold deposits were 
discovered in Alaska, and 
in the 20th Century another 
very valuable mineral – pe-
troleum – was found.  (So, 
if the Russians were to think 
they were robbed, you may 
just understand that.)

… one of the longest 
broadcasting marathons 
was tied to a baseball team’s 
losing streak?  In 1988, the 
Baltimore Orioles opened 
their season by dropping 
21 consecutive games.  Ten 
games into the streak, a 
disc jockey at radio station 
WIYY in Baltimore, Bob 
Rivers (1956-2025) made 
an on-air promise to his 
listeners:  he would stay on 
the air until the Orioles won 
a game.  Great idea, right?  I 
mean, they had to win some 
time, didn’t they?  Even-
tually, they did … twelve 
games later.  Rivers kept 
his word, though, staying 
on the air 24 hours a day, 
sleeping only during long 
song sets.  During his mara-
thon, Rivers began to devel-
op health issues from lack 
of rest.  After 258 straight 
hours on the air, the Orioles 
beat the Chicago White Sox, 
9-0, and Rivers could fi nal-
ly sign off .  His last choice 
of a song was appropriate, 
too – The Who’s “I’m Free.”  
(That gives “think before 
you speak” a whole new 
meaning, doesn’t it?)

… the largest Christian 
church in the world is in Af-
rica?  Located in the city of 

Yamoussoukro, Côte d’Ivo-
ire (or Ivory Coast) on Af-
rica’s northwest bulge, the 
Our Lady of Peace Yamous-
soukro Basilica was built 
between 1986 and 1989 and 
is roughly based on St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica in Rome.  It 
rises to a height of 489 feet 
at the top of its dome and 
can hold up to 18,000 wor-
shipers.  The esplanade, or 
promenade area, can ac-
commodate up to 300,000 
more.  The church was 
built by order of the coun-
try’s then-President, Félix 
Houphouët-Boigny (1905-
1993).

… the founder of the 
Smithsonian Institute is 
entombed in his museum?  
James Smithson (1765-
1829), a British chemist and 
mineralogist, was the found-
ing donor of the Smithso-
nian Institute in Washing-
ton, D.C.  When he died in 
Genoa, Italy, he was buried 
in a cemetery there, and in 
his will he bequeathed his 
entire estate to found a mu-
seum in Washington.  After 
the cemetery was planned 
to be moved in 1905, Alex-
ander Graham Bell (1847-
1922), one of the museum’s 
regents, asked that Smith-
son’s body be moved to the 
Institution building.  Smith-
son is still there, entombed 
in the “Castle,” where his re-
mains have been since 1905.  
(I’ve heard of monuments, 
but this...!)

… a popular comedian 
never passed on an off er 

of work?  Mitch Hedberg 
(1968-2005), who was 
known for his surreal humor 
and deadpan delivery of un-
connected one-liners, never 
turned down an opportu-
nity to perform.  Hedberg 
said he had been told “no” 
so often at the start of his 
career that he feared never 
working again if he refused 
a gig.  (A funny man who left 
us far, far too soon.)

… a popular movie fran-
chise was created because 
of rejection?  Steven Spiel-
berg (born 1946) had always 
wanted to direct a movie in 
the James Bond franchise.  
He was turned down, how-
ever, and shared his disap-
pointment with his friend 
George Lucas (born 1944).  
Lucas advised Speilberg 
that he had an idea of how 

to make a James Bond mov-
ie – but even better.  That’s 
how the Indiana Jones mov-
ie franchise was born.  (He 
raided the lost ark.)

… the last two letters 
added to the English alpha-
bet were J and W?  The let-
ter “J” came into existence 
around 1650.  Previously, an 
alternate form and pronun-
ciation of “I” was used.  But 
even more recently, 1700 
to be exact, we added “W.”  
Originally it was two “U”s 
side by side, separated by a 
space.  The space was, over 
time, eliminated, and the 
new letter took hold.  Ad-
ditional trivia note:  There 
was once a 27th letter, after 
“Z.”  It was “&” which we call 
the ampersand.  Its original 
name was “et,” the Latin for 
“and.”  Its current name, 

ampersand, is a corruption 
of “and per se and,” which 
means “and, by itself, and.”  
(Letters, we get letters...)

… there is a strange rea-
son that many windows in 
buildings in Britain and 
France are bricked over?  In 
the 1700s, the governments 
of Scotland, England and 
France enacted “window 
taxes” in a discreet eff ort to 
tax rich people more.  The 
tax was based on the num-
ber of window panes a res-
idence had.  To combat the 
tax, rich people bricked over 
many of the windows in 
their residences, and those 
brick patterns can still be 
seen today.  (A transparent 
way to raise some money, 
wouldn’t you say?)

Now ... you know!

We don’t knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or 
intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national origin, handicap or 
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 1/11/26

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today!  1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening 

to schedule your screening. 
Special offer – 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer – up 
to 50% off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 1-833-
781-0206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A 
small amount of water can lead to 
major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
If you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, call 24/7:  
1-833-871-2090. Have zip code of 
service location ready when you 
call! 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:  
Reliable & experienced. 
Competitive rates.  From simple 
household problems to installing 
a brand new electrical system, we 
can take care of it all! Call now 
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you call! 1-833-
399-6566 

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
today schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602 

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT 
YOUR HOME from pests safely 
and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders 
and other pests. Locally owned 
and affordable. Call for service or 
an inspection today! 1-833-406-
0231  Have zip code of property 
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 
60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect 
your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America’s Number One 
Awning! Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up 
to 10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337 

MISCELLANEOUS

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop 
Creditor Harassment, Collection 
Calls, Repossession and Legal 
Actions! Speak to a Professional 
Attorney and Get the Help You 
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE 
PAYMENTS?  Threatened with 
foreclosure?  Denied a loan 
modification? Let us help! Call the 
Homeowner Relief Line to speak 
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
866-411-5215

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 

BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or 
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed 
and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a 
free, instant price quote on your 
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.  
Your donation helps fund the 
search for missing children and 
preventing abduction. Accepting 
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not Maximum 
Tax Donation – Call (888) 515-3813

TV/INTERNET 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! 
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY 
SERVICE with coupon 42522! 
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. 1-833-641-6792

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

THE LAURENS COUNTY LIBRARY IS 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR A FULL-TIME 

CIRCULATION CLERK POSITION.

Some evening and Saturday shifts are required. A high school 

diploma or equivalent and basic computer skills are necessary. 

For salary details and the job description, visit our website 

at฀https://ocrl.org/employment . Benefits include health 
insurance, flexible benefits, annual leave, and enrollment in the 

Teachers’ Retirement System of Georgia.

To apply, send a cover letter, resume, and two professional 

references via email to฀employment@ocrl.org ฀or mail them to 
Beverly Brown, PO Box 100, Dublin, GA 31040.

THE VINE OF DEATH - In the spring in Georgia, one 
can see the yellow-fl owered Jessamine vines scattered 
throughout the woods. But wait, before you smell or even 
place them up to your mouth, think again.  These beautiful 
plants can be extremely deadly. That tragedy has happened 
over and over again. It was never so tragic as in March 1886 
in Irwinton. Two boys, ages 6 and 7, were out playing in the 
yard of Cumming Lindsey with their friend, a son of Milton 
Beall. The trio began to eat the buds off  the vine. The boys 
fell into a strong sickness before they returned home. Mrs. 
Lindsey said her son was in distress and ran to him. She 
cuddled her child and began to kiss his lips to make the boy 
feel better. Two of the boys fell dead.  Mrs. Lindsey and her 
son were barely alive at the end of the day.  The Livingston, 
Alabama Journal, March 25, 1886.

SIXTY MILLION DOLLARS SHORT AND 10 YEARS 
LATE - In the late 1800s and early 1900s, there were many 
published stories which asked any heirs of wealthy indi-
viduals come forward and claim there inheritiance. Some 
were scams, while others were unbelievably real. William 
Potts, of Irwinton, Ga., was said to be a poor but honest 
man. A communication was sent out that Potts owned a 
share of $60 million in English gold. Well, bad luck strikes 
often and this was one of those times. Turns out that Potts 
died 10 years before his benefactor and inhertied not even 
a farthing from his wealthy ancestor.  Shenondoah Herald, 
Woodstock, Va.  Feb. 26, 1886.

SIAMESE PINES - In the 19th Century on the road from 
Irwinton to Ball’s Ferry stood two pines, their bases being 
four feet apart. At an altitude of 40 feet, the trees grew to-
gether to form one trunk. At 44 feet, the trees split once 

again and then reunited to form one tree to its top.  Quad 
City Times, Davenport, Iowa, April 6, 1886.

SUBSTITUTE DAD - Back in the year 1889, in Irwinton, 
a hen’s nest complete with her eggs was abandoned by the 
hen. Enter a male partridge who fl ew in and sat on the nest 
until the chicks hatched.  Rock Island Argus, Ill..,  August 
22, 1889. 

NEVER GIVE UP - It seemed that a three-year-old child 
wandered away from the house in the middle of July 1882 
near Irwinton, Ga. When the child’s parents discovered 
their child was missing, a massive hunt went out in all di-
rections from their home. With hopes fading and darkness 
enveloping the neighborhood, hopes of fi nding the child 
were fading.  Casear Kemp, a friend of the family, thought 
that he would come down and make yet more try to fi nd 
the wandering infant. Kemp heard the faint strange sound 
coming from a fi eld of oats. Kemp investigated and found 
an emaciated child who couldn’t bring himself to speak.  
The rescuer turned and saw that near where the boy was 
found, there was a newly dug hole designed to fi t a cas-
ket. The child was returned to his parents still in a spell of 
muteness.  Brooklyn, N.Y. Daily Eagle, July 16, 1882.

FLEE FLEAS! - Two enterprising young Wilkinson 
County planters set out to grow and harvest many bushels 
of potatoes. The men thought it would be a good idea to put 
dry dirt into the planting holes instead of buying expen-
sive guano fertilizer. So the boys went to an old house and 
dug out an ample load of dry sand. Just as soon as the fi rst 
hole was prepared, an army of fl eas hopped out of the hole.  
For almost four yards in each direction from the hole, the 

fl eas turned the ground to black. The pair escaped from the 
fl eas, but not without a multitude of stinging bite marks all 
over their bodies.  The Daily Bee, Sacramento, Calif., May 
13, 1889.

NO MORE! - During the latter third of the 19th Century 
in Georgia, those imprisoned were forced to work in virtual 
slavery for large farms and railroads. One  Ira Taylor was 
sentenced to pay a fi ne of $35 or work or endure a jail sen-
tence of eight months for an alleged $19.42 debt. His law-
yer, Thomas T. Purdom of Wilkinson County,  took the in-
digent man’s case to the United States Supreme Court. The 
high court ruled eight to zero to reverse the lower courts of 
the South and ruled the 1903 Georgia law blatantly uncon-
stitutional, as under the 13th Amendment. Justice James 
Byrnes, a staunch South Carolina Democrat, called the law 
repugnant.  Arkansas State Press, Jan. 23, 1942.
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PIECES OF 
OUR PAST

By SCOTT B. THOMPSON SR.

DID YOU KNOW ...?

Was a radio broadcast marathon tied to a baseball team's losing streak 
By JACK BAGLEY
Georgia Trust for Local News

MOMENTS IN TIME



I’m going to get a haircut 
this week.  Please try to con-
tain your excitement over 
this.

The lady that cuts my 
hair has been doing so about 
30 years. My first haircut 
with her was quite random. 
I just dropped into one of 
the several places in Cobb 
County’s Cumberland Mall 
when I determined things 
had grown a bit shaggy 
sometime around Atlanta’s 
hosting of the 1996 Olym-
pics.

We’ve since moved from 
mitigating cow licks to re-
ceding hair lines. I now 
know her not only to be 
kind, but an amazing per-
son. Despite me having 
moved to the Georgia coast 
years ago, no one has cut my 
hair since we met but her.

She works hard six days 
a week. I’ve listened to sto-
ries about her raising two 
sons, and now her third 
grandson. She’s seen me at 
my best and helped get me 
through my worst. There 
was a too long stretch of 
several months in there 
where she wouldn’t accept 
payment from me, knowing 
I didn’t really have her mea-
ger fee to spare.  I’m proud 
to call her a friend.

There’s something about 
a barber or stylist that gets 
people talking. I guess once 
you’ve let someone into 
your personal space and 
alter your appearance you 
have already accepted a cer-
tain level of trust. Real talk 
occurs during haircuts.

Over three decades, 
we’ve had our share of real 
conversations. We know 
many of each other’s prob-
lems and worries. We know 
a lot about each other’s fam-
ilies. We know where we’re 
coming from in dealing with 
our day to day, which brings 

me to the point of telling 
you more about her.

She has a slight but beau-
tiful accent with her perfect 
command of English, but 
her native language is Farsi. 
She was born in Iran. Her 
religion is Baha’i Faith. Her 
story is pure American.

I had never heard of her 
religion until she told me 
about her journey. Her fam-
ily had to escape Iran when 
the late Shah was over-
thrown in the 1970’s. 

Baha’i is a peaceful re-
ligion that is politically ag-
nostic. Their followers are 
often the first people target-
ed by religious fundamen-
talists during revolutions, 
and often executed, as the 
oppressors can make a point 
to all other groups while re-
ceiving little pushback from 
Baha’is.

Her family first fled to a 
neighboring country, then 
Canada, and after several 
months made it to Amer-
ica. Her sons know their 
native culture and country 
well, but have been raised 
as Americans. This is now 
their forever home.

I’m old enough to re-
member the revolution, as I 
was about 10 as it unfolded. 
Much of my political aware-

ness was galvanized by the 
events of that era.  

Economically, the oil 
embargos produced a stag-
flation that caused inflation 
much worse than we’ve ex-
perienced over the past few 
years. We also saw our na-
tional might openly ques-
tioned and mocked by the 
new regime holding 52 hos-
tages from our embassy in 
Tehran for 444 days.

The Ayatollahs have 
used their oil money not for 
the Iranian people, but to fi-
nance a terror network that 
has destabilized the middle 
east and openly threatened 
and undermined the west. It 
is understandable why most 
Americans view Iran as an 
enemy, if not the enemy. 

Through our years of 
visits, I’ve grown to under-
stand an Iran that once was.  
It’s what Iran still is in the 
heart and soul of many ex-
patriates as well as those 
who live oppressed under 
the current regime. 

There remains a great 
pride of an Iran that had the 
most educated population 
in the region. It was forward 
thinking. It combined cen-
turies of culture with a hip 
vibe. The standard of liv-
ing for most Iranians was 

among the best in the world. 
There are strong hopes and 
dreams of what Iran might 
one day be again.

There have been upris-
ings against the current re-
gime several times since our 
haircuts began. We’ve dis-
cussed them all. 

Each time, you could see 
and hear the hope and de-
termination. You could also 
see the stoic resolve that 
a now half century of per-
sistence has mandated. 

Maybe this is the time 
that the people can live 
freely. Maybe Iran can one 
day be a leader again in the 
west, instead of being the 
chief architect and financier 
attempting to undermine it. 
But maybe the wait will con-
tinue.

Thus far, at least pub-
licly, America has only sent 
words of encouragement to 
those protesting for change. 
What we know for certain 
is that things are becoming 
increasingly violent. Those 
fighting for peace are liter-
ally putting their lives on 
the line. 

We also know that re-
gime change has open possi-
bilities. What happens next, 
even if the Ayatollah falls, 
will likely be messy. “They 
lived happily ever after” is 
an ending reserved for fairy 
tales, not global politics. 

I’m looking forward to 
my haircut not because I’m 
overdue, but because there 
will be a warm hug. On my 
end, it will be one of en-
couragement and of shared 
hope. 

Say a prayer for those 
in Iran and what they must 
endure over the days and 
weeks ahead. Their success 
will influence if not outright 
determine our next chap-
ters in world history.
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OUR TAKE...

DAILY SCRIPTURE

"While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from 
heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; 
The kingdom is departed from thee."

- Daniel 4:31

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY

January 15, 2026 is... 
•National Bagel Day
•Alpha Kappa Alpha Day
•National Pothole Day
•Wikipedia Day
•National Strawberry Ice CreamDay
•National Hat Day

THOUGHT FOR TODAY

"It's not about standing still and becoming safe. If anybody 
wants to keep creating they have to be aabout change."

- Miles Davis

Thoughts on a 3 decade friendship and Iran
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In honor of MLK Jr. 
 Editor's note: In honor of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. holiday, the following is an excerpt from "The Ne-
gro and the Constitution," the first public address given 
by a 15-year-old King, during a 1944 speaking contest 
at Dublin's First African Baptist Church.

 Negroes were first brought to America in 1620 when 
England legalized slavery both in England and the 
colonies and America; the institution grew and thrived 
for about 150 years upon the backs of these black men. 
The empire of King Cotton was built and the southland 
maintained a status of life and hospitality distinctly its 
own and not anywhere else.
 On January 1, 1863 the proclamation emancipating 
the slaves which had been decreed by President Lincoln 
in September took effect—millions of Negroes faced a 
rising sun of a new day begun. Did they have habits of 
thrift or principles of honesty and integrity? Only a few! 
For their teachings and duties had been but two activ-
ities—love of Master, right or wrong, good or bad, and 
loyalty to work. What was to be the place for such men 
in the reconstruction of the south?
 America gave its full pledge of freedom seventy-five 
years ago. Slavery has been a strange paradox in a na-
tion founded on the principles that all men are created 
free and equal. Finally after tumult and war, the nation 
in 1865 took a new stand—freedom for all people. The 
new order was backed by amendments to the national 
constitution making it the fundamental law that thence-
forth there should be no discrimination anywhere in the 
“land of the free” on account of race, color or previous 
condition of servitude ...
 The spirit of Lincoln still lives; that spirit born of the 
teachings of the Nazarene, who promised mercy to the 
merciful, who lifted the lowly, strengthened the weak, 
ate with publicans, and made the captives free. In the 
light of this divine example, the doctrines of dema-
gogues shiver in their chaff. Already closer understand-
ing links Saxon and Freedman in mutual sympathy.
 America experiences a new birth of freedom in her 
sons and daughters; she incarnates the spirit of her 
martyred chief. Their loyalty is repledged; their devo-
tion renewed to the work He left unfinished. My heart 
throbs anew in the hope that inspired by the example of 
Lincoln, imbued with the spirit of Christ, they will cast 
down the last barrier to perfect freedom. And I with my 
brother of blackest hue possessing at last my rightful 
heritage and holding my head erect, may stand beside 
the Saxon—a Negro—and yet a man!

 

Rising health care costs are crushing Georgia families

GEORGIA
POLITICS

By CHARLIE HARPER

Rising health care costs 
are crushing Georgia fami-
lies

For too many Georgia 
families, what comes in and 
what goes out isn’t work-
ing — in fact, it hasn’t been 
working for some time now.

Rents are skyrocketing 
all around Georgia, in urban 
areas and rural enclaves. 
In South Georgia, demand 
outstrips supply, and new 
homes are a rare sight.

Regardless of where you 
live or shop, groceries cost 
more, and those families 
who need a little extra help 
aren’t getting it.

With summers getting 
hotter and winter tempera-
tures spiking, data centers 
popping up and power com-
panies demanding more 
from ratepayers, utility bills 
are shockingly high.

Then the cost of child 
care requires an ever-larg-
er share of paychecks — yet 
wages, across the state and 
across the board, haven’t 
kept pace with a cost of liv-
ing that is spiraling out of 
control. 

This piles onto a long-
term struggle against the 
constant challenge of health 
care in a state that refuses 
to fully expand Medicaid. 
We’ve watched as hospi-
tals have shuttered, doctors 
have fled, and prices contin-
ue to surge.

Now, Georgia families 
are being hit with another 
major cost increase: rising 
health insurance premi-
ums because Republicans 
in Congress let Affordable 
Care Act subsidies expire.

As state lawmakers en-
ter the 2026 legislative 
session, Georgians are suf-
fering the consequences of 
stubbornness and inaction 
when it comes to health 
care costs. Premiums are 
doubling — even tripling — 
for hundreds of thousands 
of Georgians. Half a million 
Georgians could lose cover-
age altogether due to cost 
increases.

In early December, I re-
ceived a desperate text from 
a wife and mother who runs 
a small business. She and 
her husband rely on the 
ACA for insurance, but with 
the cost increasing from 
$750 a month to $2,500 a 
month — triple the rate — 
they will have to forgo cov-
erage. Her daughter may be 
able to stay on Peachcare 
for Kids, but she’s not sure. 

Georgians aren’t sur-
prised by what’s happen-
ing in Washington as Re-
publicans refuse to simply 
extend the subsidies that 
have worked. Here at home, 
Republicans annually re-
ject billions of dollars to 
save rural hospitals and re-
duce costs across the state. 
Instead, we get piecemeal 
policies that serve far few-
er than needed and pad the 
pockets of consultants.

Republican lawmakers 
point to Georgia’s Path-
ways to Coverage program, 
but that only offers lim-
ited assistance to certain 
low-income residents who 
otherwise do not qualify for 
Medicaid. Pathways reaches 
only a narrow slice of Geor-
gians and leaves working 
families exposed — particu-
larly those who rely on ACA 
marketplace plans.

Too often, corruption is 
a companion to authoritar-
ianism, a useful byproduct 
of ignoring the will of the 
people to serve the ideolog-
ical and economic whims of 
those in charge. If Georgia 
wants to instead take care 
of its people, then state law-
makers must pursue real 
plans to address the afford-
ability crisis, starting with 

the ACA and Medicaid.
Democrats have said 

they plan to revive legisla-
tion to create a state health 
care affordability program 
aimed at lowering premi-
ums.

Refusing to follow the 
proven success of 40 other 
states, Georgia Republicans 
are going to bid for $1.4 bil-
lion to salvage rural health 
care, money made available 
with the signature Trump 
bill that slashed ACA sub-
sidies to fund tax breaks for 
billionaires. 

This pursuit for a slice of 
a $50 billion hush fund for 
states facing the econom-
ic cliff on rural health care 
costs is particularly absurd 
for Georgia, as lawmakers 
have refused more than $20 
billion that could have fund-
ed much more. They have 
repeatedly rejected a loaf of 
bread and now seek praise 
for begging for crumbs.

The disconnect is cruel, 
and it has deep consequenc-
es for our families.

Rising health care costs 
are accelerating the broad-
er affordability crisis. When 
the cost of taking care of 
illnesses and injuries rises, 
families do not suddenly 
find extra money. They cut 
back elsewhere. A doctor’s 
visit gets postponed. A cred-
it card balance grows. Rent 
is paid late. Less food gets 
put on the table. 

In a state where many 
households are already liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck, 
higher health care costs 
have the potential to ruin 
people’s lives. Sen. Jon Os-
soff put it plainly: “This is 
life or death. People will 

die.”
Georgia’s safety net is 

already weaker than most. 
More than 450,000 Geor-
gians are without insurance 
despite the failed Pathways 
program and due to the Re-
publican refusal to expand 
Medicaid.

For years, ACA subsidies 
have helped bridge that cov-
erage gap divide for middle- 
and lower-income families. 
Those are the same families 
seeing premiums spike for 
2026 coverage.

The question before 
Georgia lawmakers is not 
whether Congress might act 
— they’ve already shown an 
inability (or unwillingness) 
to do so. It’s whether Geor-
gia leaders can acknowledge 
the pain families are feeling 
and whether they’ll abdicate 
the responsibility to help 
their constituents.

Affordability isn’t a 
“hoax” or a “con job” as 
Trump has said. It shows up 
in kitchen-table decisions 
and late-night calculations. 
It determines whether par-
ents can keep coverage for 
their children, whether 
workers can manage chron-
ic conditions and whether a 
single unexpected bill tips a 
household into crisis.

As the 2026 session be-
gins, lawmakers have a 
choice. They can argue over 
ideology, debate process 
and posture for the future 
— or they can confront the 
present and recognize that 
health care affordability is 
at the core of the economic 
pressure crushing Georgia 
families. They can decide to 
finally take action.

For Georgia families, de-
mocracy must finally deliver 
— or we’ll all pay the price.

Stacey Abrams is a best-
selling author, entrepre-
neur and host of the podcast 
“Assembly Required.” She 
previously served as mi-
nority leader in the Georgia 
House of Representatives.
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Dublin Police 
Department

 – On Dec. 22, around 
9:36 p.m., an offi  cer re-
sponded to Dewey Street 
about a Flock alert to shots 
fi red.

 Upon arrival, offi  cers be-
gan watching Flock live cam-
eras while others walked the 
area. An offi  cer talked with a 
resident who said she heard 
one shot fi red, then when 
she walked outside, she 
saw a car speeding off  with 
a man hanging out the pas-
senger side window fi ring 
another shot. While watch-
ing the camera system, the 
offi  cer saw a Dodge Chal-
lenger, Toyota Camry and a 
Hyundai Sonata, all leaving 
the area at a high rate of 
speed.

 While patrolling the dead 
end of Dewey Street, an offi  -
cer saw the Hyundai pulling 
into a location. The offi  cer 
exited his patrol car as the 
driver and passenger exit-
ed the Hyundai. The offi  cer 
told them to stop, but the 
passenger continued to walk 

at a fast pace before running 
away.

 The offi  cer chased but 
was unable to catch the pas-
senger. The offi  cer was able 
to later fi nd the driver iden-
tifi ed as Tykwon Octavius 
Butler, 29. An investigation 
led to Butler being charged 
with possession of amphet-
amine and possession of 
fi rearm by convicted felon. 

 - Holly Mullis, 32, was 
charged with theft by shop-
lifting at Walmart on High-
way 80 West, around 5:58 
p.m. on Dec. 24.

 Upon arrival, an offi  cer 
met with loss prevention 
personnel who reported 
they had seen a woman, who 
turned out to be Mullis, us-
ing the self-checkout to skip-
scan items and bag them. 
She was apprehended at the 
exit where a search of her 
bags revealed stolen mer-
chandise totaling $34.06.

 During the interaction, 
Mullis admitted to taking 
the items and expressed re-
morse for her actions. She 
was arrested and transport-

ed to the police department 
where she was issued a ci-
tation and released on sum-
mons.

 - Jacquueline Tylette 
Betton, 42, was charged 
with driving while license 
suspended or revoked at 
the intersection of Industri-
al and Fairview Park Drive 
around 12:08 p.m. on Dec. 
26.

 An offi  cer conducted a 
traffi  c stop on a blue Kia 
Niro for an individual not 
wearing a seat belt. Betton’s 
license returned suspended. 
She was arrested and trans-
ported to the police depart-
ment. The offi  cer was unable 
to get Betton’s fi ngerprints 
because the machine was 
not working. She was re-
leased on summons.

 - Takeshia Patrice 
Dupree, 40, was charged 
with theft by shoplifting and 
obstruction of law enforce-
ment offi  cers at Dollar Gen-
eral on Hillcrest Parkway 
around 1:24 p.m. on Dec. 
26.

 An offi  cer was pointed 
in the direction the suspect 
went after leaving the store. 
The offi  cer drove up to her 
and Dupree dropped her 
items and began running. 
She was caught, arrested 
and transported back to the 
Dollar General.

 The store manager said 
the woman comes into the 
store several times during 
the week. The manager 
said the woman was acting 
suspicious by watching her 
watch her. The manager saw 

Dupree grab a bag of can-
dy and stuff  it into her bag 
in the buggy. The woman 
walked around the isle, left 
the buggy and ran out the 
door.

 Dupree was transported 
to the sheriff ’s offi  ce where 
she was released to the jail 
staff .  

Laurens County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce

– On Dec. 15, around 
4:52 p.m., a deputy initiated 
a traffi  c stop on a red Nis-
san Altima for impeding the 
fl ow of traffi  c. Cliff ord Moss, 
23, of Dublin was charged 
with driving under the infl u-
ence of drugs.

 - On Dec. 10, a depu-
ty made a traffi  c stop on a 
black Nissan Pathfi nder in 
reference to a false tag on 
Highway 257.

 - A theft occurred on 
Rose Avenue around 9 p.m. 
on Dec. 16.

 - Around 4:30 p.m. on 
Dec. 17, a deputy was dis-
patched to SWS Recovery 
and Transport LLC on Va-

lambrosia Road in regard to 
a disturbance.

 - A deputy talked with a 
man on Dec. 10 about a theft 
that happened on Rocky 
Ridge Road around 8 a.m. 
on Dec. 3.

 - On Jan. 6, around 12:40 
p.m., a deputy responded to 
Highway 80 East in refer-
ence to a theft report.

 Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record 
and was taken from reports 
of local law enforcement 
agencies. These reports do 
not refl ect guilt or inno-
cence. An "arrest" does not 
always indicate incarcera-
tion. Readers are cautioned 
that people may have simi-
lar names. Police Beat does 
not identify minor children, 
victims of sexual assault, 
suicide attempts or medical 
conditions. Cases dismissed 
do not appear if the news-
paper is notifi ed before 
deadline.

POLICE BEAT...

Local 7-day Forecast:
The next 48 hours:

THURSDAY:

49˚
Windy with increasing amounts of 

sunshine. 

Sunrise: 7:34 a.m.

THURSDAY NIGHT:

20˚
Clear and very cold.

Sunset: 5:49 p.m.

FRIDAY DAY:

55˚
Plenty of sunshine.

Sunrise: 7:33 a.m.

FRIDAY NIGHT:

37˚
Clear to partly cloudy with a stray 

shower late.

Sunset: 5:50 p.m.

Saturday
1/17

Sunday
1/18

Monday
1/19

Tuesday
1/20

Wednesday
1/21

HIGH/LOW

60/30
HIGH/LOW

48/31
HIGH/LOW

53/28
HIGH/LOW

52/26
HIGH/LOW

59/34
Partly sunny. Plenty of 

sunshine.
Plenty of
sunshine.

Plenty of 
sunshine.

Increasing clouds.

Sunrise: 7:33 a.m.
Sunset: 5:51 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:33 a.m.
Sunset: 5:52 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:32 a.m.
Sunset: 5:53 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:32 a.m.
Sunset: 5:54 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:32 a.m.
Sunset: 5:55 p.m.

River levels...
Oconee (at Dublin)  .......................................................................  3.97'
Ocmulgee (at Macon)  ..................................................................  6.42'

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com

Audit says you have
over twice the staff  you need 
and yet you still wont cut 
IGA. Going to run yourself 
in the ground trying to keep 
it going. Close the door and 
try to salvage something.

The audit shows that
the board way over paid 
Fred - that is on them. And 
the HR director and the fi -
nance director should have 
been fi red.

Will charges be 
brought against the one pre-
senting false fi nancial docu-
ments? Isn’t that a crime?

Dublin City will shut
down! Same board, they 
haven’t made enough cuts, 
Mrs. Pool is in over her 
head, board members still 
blaming and not taking re-
sponsibility, and no more 
advancements.

 Did board members 

not think to ask how po-
sitions paid for with Covid 
money would be handled 
when Covid money was 
gone? Not very bright!

 Give back your Super 
of the Year award Fred! You 
drove Dublin City into the 
ground and made us a joke. 
While you made money!

 Why is there no men-
tion of the City of Dublin's 
homestead exemptions vot-
ed on in November's elec-
tion?

These latest revela-
tions of the Dublin City 
School System is just the tip 
of the iceberg. I hope we can 
soon fi nd out where the rest 
of the $13 million went. Stay 
tuned!

To all my heroes down 
there, I envy you. You get 
to fi nd out information and 
hound people about it. I’d 
do it, but I’d rather be on the 
outside pounding the beat 
and going around and fi nd-
ing stories. I’d rather aggra-
vate those people up there 
at the courthouse. I’d take 
some pictures and fi nd some 
stories. I’m also a good sto-
ry teller. It has been so long 
since I’ve been around stuff  
like that. I probably wouldn’t 
be able to use a typewriter. I 
sure wish I could do what 
y’all do and I’m proud of 
you. Y’all have a good one.

 Can we recall Fred’s
Super of the Year award - 
because he was fraud of the 
years? He created this cul-
ture and he was in charge. 
So arrogant.

It is time for Dublin 
City to admit these messed 
up. It is not repairable - too 
far in the hole. Give up your 
charter and let’s move for-
ward with consolidation and 

prosecutions.

 Anyone with a brain 
could see a system the size 
of Dublin should not have 
had the number of employ-
ees and programs they had. 
Somebody should have been 
asking questions. But Fred 
had a blank check.

 The HR director is at 
fault too. They should have 
known what positions fund-

ing was received and how 
many positions they were 
over.

 I can’t believe people 
can still defend Dr. Wil-
liams. He was a poor leader 
in so many areas according 
to the audit.

How does the board
defend the huge raise they 
gave Dr. Williams and that 
his salary was so overblown? 

They had to approve that.

Mr. Townsman, you 
are a man after my own 
heart. My poor Bulldogs 
lost. You have a 2017 t-shirt 
and I got one too when they 
won. But your wife gave you 
a better present of a sweater. 
That was reall cool. I wish I 
had an old lady like that. I 
come to tears after that ar-
ticle.

The Courier Herald 
cordially invites you to a 

reception in honor of

Harriett Claxton

Thursday, January 29th
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

@ the Dublin Carnegie
311 Academy Ave.

Join us and celebrate her lifelong 
contributions to the community and 

the legacy of 50 Years Ago and 
85 Years Ago. 

  The Dublin 
City Council will hold a 
pre-council meeting at 11 
a.m. on Thursday, Jan. 15 
to be followed by its council 
meeting at noon. The agen-
da follows:

 - Call to order
 - Invocation and Pledge 

to Flag
 - Discussion and action 

on resolution #25-05 to ap-
point a city clerk and elec-
tion superintendent

 - Approval of Jan. 2 city 
council meeting minutes

 - Approval of bills over 
$15,000

 - Approval of purchases 
over $15,000

 - Discussion and action 
on resolution #26-02 to 
approve an agreement for 
the development of a com-
prehensive safety action 
plan for SS4A with Foresite 
Group, LLC

 - Discussion and action 
on resolution #26-03 to ap-
prove and accept the terms 
with vision zero safety ac-
tion plan for the 2024 SS4A 
grant

 - Discussion and action 
on resolution #26-04 to ap-
prove terms and conditions 
of the 2027 HEAT grant for 
the FY’27 application

 - Discussion and action 
on declaration of surplus

 - Discussion and action 
on board appointments

 - Citizens comments
 - Council comments
 - Executive session if 

needed to discuss real es-
tate, pending litigation or 
personnel

 - Adjournment

 The Oconee High School 
National Alumni Associa-
tion, Southside Communi-
ty Association, Inc., Dublin 
NAACP and the National 
Action Network (NAN) are 
hosting a voter registration 
drive on Saturday, Jan. 17. 
They will be located near 
the MLK Jr. Parade Review 
Stand at 215 W. Jackson St., 
in front of Townsend Fu-
neral Home, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Those 17 and a 
half years older can sign up. 
Check to see where polling 

locations are and if their 
name is still on the register. 
This can be done electroni-
cally or if a person prefers, 
they will have hard copies 
for them to fi ll out.   

The MLK Day Dublin’s 
day of service will be held on 
Monday, Jan. 19 at St. Peter 
Baptist Church, 912 Martin 
Luther King Dr. Events be-
gin with a feeding and care 
bags for the unhoused from 
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. This 
will be done in partnership 
with the local Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Tau Omicron Omega 
Chapter, St. Peter Church 
and 1KWS. They will dis-
tribute meals and care bags 
to the unhoused neighbors. 
Volunteers are needed. A 
youth movie night will be 
held from 3 p.m to 5 p.m. 
This will be a free commu-
nity movie night for youth 
ages 10 to 18 (all ages wel-
come) to watch “The Hate U 
Give.” Pizza will be provid-
ed.

NEWS DIGEST
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEPHAN PASTIS

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY CHIP DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

Brother-in-law's new squeeze is a familiar face!
DEAR ABBY: Please help 

me move forward. My broth-
er-in-law is dating a woman 
my husband was intimate with 
once before we were married. 
It makes family functions very 
awkward for me, but most of 
the family sees it as the past. 
It was the past, but it is now 
in our faces. My husband feels 
the same way. 

 Do we just keep the peace 
and stay away from functions 
as she seems to be more ac-
cepted than I am? We have 
been married 37 years. Are 
we being unreasonable?? -- 
CONFUSED IN THE EAST

 DEAR CONFUSED: Oh, 
my. It seems like "who goes 
around comes around." It's a 
shame that you can't leave the 
past -- a one-night stand more 
than 37 years ago -- in the past 
and �nd the humor in this. I 
suspect it happens more o�en 
than you think. Please quit re-
garding this as a competition 
between you and your broth-
er-in-law's girlfriend. Your 
husband chose YOU. End of 
contest. If there is cause for 
embarrassment, it should be 
hers, not yours. 

     
  

 DEAR ABBY: My wife, 
"Muriel," and I have been to-
gether for 10 years and mar-
ried for seven. She has worked 
in animal rescue for much of 
her life. Muriel thinks she has 
to save them all. No amount 
of explaining the �nancial 

and other consequences gets 
through to her. 

 We currently have 21 pets 
living in our house. I have 
tried searching for support 
groups that might help, but to 
no avail. Even if I found such 
a group, my wife won't admit 
there is a problem. Can you 
help? -- STUMPED IN THE 
MIDWEST

 
DEAR STUMPED: I'll try. 

I will also venture to say that 
21 animals living in a house 
may not be healthy for all 
concerned. Because your wife 
is unable to listen to reason, 
contact animal control ser-
vices in your city or county 
and explain what's going on. 
(I'm surprised one of your 
neighbors hasn't already 
tipped them o�.) Your wife 
may have a heart of gold, but 
those creatures deserve a bet-
ter standard of care than what 
your wife can give them.

     

   
 DEAR ABBY: I delivered 

mail for 36 years. For 25 of 
those years, my route was in 
a retirement community. I'm 
retired now, and it upsets 
me when I am not contacted 
when someone I was friendly 
with for 25 years passes away. 
�is is happening more and 
more. 

 Yes, I was their mail lady, 
but I was also their friend. I 
got to know and love all my 
customers. �eir children 
knew who I was. �e ones 
I was closest to are the ones 
whose deaths upset me the 
most because I wasn't noti-
�ed. I know I'm not a relative, 
but still it hurts. If they read 
this, they will know who they 
are. I'm not angry. I'm just 
hurt. Do you understand? -- 
RETIRED MAIL LADY IN 
ARIZONA

 
DEAR MAIL LADY: Yes, I 

understand, and I also empa-
thize with you. However, the 
"children" you describe may 
not have noti�ed you about 
their parents' deaths because, 
unless they had your contact 
information, they didn't know 
how to reach you. 

     
   Dear Abby is 
written by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her moth-
er, Pauline Phillips. Contact 
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

PLUGGERS BY JEFF MACNELLYZIGGY BY TOM WILSON 
Thursday, January 15, 2026

WITH BOB JONES

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

THE GOAT AT PLAY

East-West vulnerable, North deals

 NORTH
 ♠ J 8 7 4 2
 ♥ ♥ 7 6 2
 ♦ ♦ K
 ♣ A K Q 9

WEST EAST
♠ 6 5 ♠ K Q 10 9
♥ ♥ 8 ♥ ♥ K J 9 5
♦ ♦ 10 8 7 4 3 ♦ ♦ Q 6 5
♣ 8 7 6 5 2 ♣ 4 3

 SOUTH
 ♠ A 3
 ♥ ♥ A Q 10 4 3
 ♦ ♦ A J 9 2
 ♣ J 10

The bidding:
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1♠ Pass 2♥♥ Pass
3♥♥ Pass 4♦♦ Pass
5♣ Pass 5♠ Pass
6♥♥ Dbl All pass

Opening lead: Six of ♠

Today’s deal is from the Cavendish 
Pairs, an invitational event with large 
cash prizes. Many pairs bid to this 
marginal slam which made easily 
on a non-spade lead. Say a diamond 
to the king, heart to the 10, ruff a 
diamond, heart to the queen, give up 
a heart and claim 12 tricks. Some East 

players doubled the final contract, 
not because of their trump holding, 
but because of their spade holding. 
The double was a Lightner Double, 
asking for a lead of dummy’s first-
bid suit. Declarer, with careful play, 
can still succeed on a spade lead.  
Win with the ace, lead a diamond 
to the king, and lead three rounds 
of clubs, hoping to discard a spade 
on the third club. East ruffs the third 
club, South over-ruffs, and ruffs a 
diamond in dummy. East ruffs the 
fourth club but declarer discards 
his low spade. Now South can ruff 
East’s spade king, ruff a diamond in 
dummy, and take the winning trump 
finesse for his contract.

At one table, East was Bob 
Hamman, perhaps the greatest player 
of all time. Hamman ruffed the third 
round of clubs with the king of hearts! 
This gave declarer an appealing 
option. South discarded his spade 
instead of over-ruffing. He could 
now ruff two diamonds in dummy 
and hope the jack of hearts fell in 
one or two rounds. Down one! You 
might not agree with declarer’s play, 
but that does not take away from 
Hamman’s imaginative defense.

(Bob Jones welcomes readers’ 
responses sent in care of this paper.)

GOREN BRIDGE

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 13, 2025

ACROSS
1 Robber
6 Advanced 

degree: Abbr.
9 Drinking utensil

14 Cuban line dance
15 Serving of corn
16 Computer failure
17 Begin to flower
18 Yes vote
19 Uplift
20 Strong desire
21 First word of the 

Lord’s Prayer
23 Royal staff
25 Embrace
26 Bird of basketball
27 Consumed
28 Amazon Prime 

offering: 2 wds.
34 Steadfast
35 Indian flatbread
36 Seized property, 

for short
40 All-inclusive 

breakfast roll: 2 
wds.

43 Wheeling, __ 
Virginia

44 Payment to a 
landlord

45 Online greeting
46 Gatorade and 

Propel: 2 wds.
49 Bunny’s jump
52 __ Angeles
53 Dubai’s land: 

Abbr.
54 Tombstone 

inscription
56 Wager
57 “__ it or lose it”
60 Race with legs
61 Japanese sash
63 Force onward
65 Shattered
66 “Oh no! A 

mouse!”
67 Lymphatic 

system parts
68 Totally full
69 Meet with
70 “Johnny B. __”

DOWN
1 Pinkberry 

competitor
2 Golf target

3 Informed of: 2 
wds.

4 Sense of self
5 In a renowned 

way
6 Anjou or Bosc 

fruit
7 Dried grass
8 Bottom of some 

suits: 2 wds.
9 TV feature

10 Golf hazard
11 Savory yogurt dip
12 Good quality
13 “__ was I?”
22 “Gross!”
24 Prompting
25 Red card suit
28 Went by plane
29 Roam all over
30 Looks over
31 2002 Jennifer 

Weiner novel: 3 
wds.

32 Wall coating
33 Skater Gold
37 Author Jennifer
38 Job benefit
39 Alero maker
41 Scouting group

42 Yelling at
47 Had some fun
48 Expected in
49 Green 

seasonings
50 Sung musical 

drama
51 First episode of a 

show

55 Give and __
56 Vehicle with 

pedals
57 High hairstyle
58 Sesame-__  

bun
59 If not
62 Spelling contest
64 Cow’s sound

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Created by Stella Zawistowski 9/13/25

Friday’s Puzzle Solved

9/13/25
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 Region 2-High A's bas-
ketball standings took a 
key turn last Friday as the 
East Laurens boys round-
ed an early bend, and the 
Lady Falcons were rerouted 
from their unbeaten path, 
in a couple of pivotal home 
games against Washington 
County. 
 The Lady Hawks took 
control of first place (and 
relegated East to second) as 
they rode a confident second 
half from an earlier deficit to 
the 60-52 win. 
 The Falcons rolled, 74-
65, to return the favor in 
knocking WACO off the top 
of the league's boys land-
scape. Both teams now stand 
tied with four once-beat-
ens behind leader South-
west Macon (which remains 
perfect in region play after 
blowing out Central for a 
fourth win Friday). 
 It was by no means a wa-
tershed moment at this still 
way-too-early juncture in 
the season, but the split (fol-
lowed by a sweep of Bleckley 
County as they quickly con-
tinued region action Satur-
day night) made the Falcons 
3-for-4 in the significant 
stretch that – if nothing else 
– kept both their squads 
near the front of a crowded 
pack of contenders in region 
races that remain very wide-
open. 
 The East Laurens girls 
certainly had their chances 
in the weekend's lone loss 
– a WACO matchup that re-
minded a great deal of the 
highly volatile games the 
teams played both times 
they met in last year's reg-
ular season, each with one 
catching fire to overcome 
the other's double-digit ad-
vantage in the second half. 
 This one was just as 
streaky in either direction, 
but had the Lady Falcons 
with a firm upper hand for 
the first two and a half quar-
ters. 
 Their start, in fact, was 
borderline dominant, with 
the lead knocking on the 
door of double digits quite 
early in the first period. 
 Jameria Bing hit a 3 to 
stretch it to eight, 14-6, only 
midway through the quar-
ter. And East Laurens wast-
ed no time getting the 16-7 
spread at the end of one up 
to 11 early in the second. 
 The Lady Hawks crept 
back within five (a score 
of 24-19) by halftime, and 
continued to close in over 
the first few minutes of the 
third. But the threat was 
only a false alarm as Bing 
showered in two more 
3-pointers to key a run that 
rode the lead back to 10, and 
ultimately 14 (40-26) by the 
3-minute mark. 
 Right on script, WACO 
– with Jade Kitchens and 
Aeria Hagans leading the 
surge – turned the corner 
with a 12-0 run made up 
mostly of fast-break oppor-
tunities to finish out the 
quarter. And it was quickly 
a whole new ballgame, with 
East Laurens up 40-38, go-
ing to the last eight minutes. 
 The Lady Falcons end-
ed their several-minute 
drought with a point-blank 
basket to start the fourth, 
and WACO answered direct-
ly in kind. But the Hawks fi-
nally went on top as Hagans 
stroked a left-wing 3 to pull 
ahead 43-42, and set the 
pace from there. 
 East Laurens stayed 
close, as Bing splashed an-
other triple opposite and 
a set of Deanna Lowther 
free throws tied the score 
at 49, but was overwhelm-
ingly eaten up by turnovers 
(numbering 41 against WA-
CO's 33) as things seemed to 
come unraveled. 

 The Golden Hawks went 
backdoor to immediately 
regain the lead, 51-49, then 
forced a turnover to dou-
ble it. Another possession 
change, and a Kitchens bas-
ket, made it 55-49 to con-
clude the sequence in which 
the ball didn't leave East's 
own half of the court. 
 The Lady Falcons nar-
rowly avoided a fourth in a 
row off a deflected pass, but 
got it downstairs to brief-
ly cut two points out of the 
deficit. A free throw later got 
it back to three. 
 But their remaining 
chances went unconvert-
ed as WACO scored seven 
straight in the last two min-
utes. 
 Double-doubles by 
Garyunna Mitchell (15 
points, 10 rebounds) and 
Deanna Lowther (13 and 
18 boards) went along with 
Bing's 16 points for the East 
Laurens scoring lead. 
 Kitchens had 24 points, 
eight rebounds, five assists 
and six steals, and Hagans 
19 points, five re's and six 
steals, to lead the Lady 
Hawks. 
 The Falcon boys got off 
to a slow start, as WACO 
scored their game's first 
seven and led by 11 at one 
point in the initial quarter. 
But East Laurens got things 
going, inching back to with-
in two by the end of the first 
quarter, then tying the game 
up on a set of free throws by 
Braylon Makaya, then Jere-
miah Rozier. 
 The G-Hawks led 35-34 
at the half, but East Laurens 
opened the third quarter on 
an 11-0 run. The Falcons, 
who didn't give up the first 
WACO points until just be-
fore the four-minute mark, 
led the period by a count of 
25-8. 
 They were ahead by as 
much as 20 early in the 
fourth. And that lead only 
became questionable as the 
guests rallied to reduce it to 
seven – but no fewer – in the 
last four minutes. 
 Skyler Snead put up 16 
points to lead three East 
Laurens scorers in the dou-
ble digits. Zion Dixon had 13 
and six rebounds, and Kel-
vion King added 12. Jeremi-
ah Rozier contributed nine 
points and five assists. 

East Laurens girls 59, 
Bleckley Co. 57 

 Mitchell drove the length 
of the court for a buzz-
er-beating shot to break a 
late tie as the Lady Falcons 
(10-3, 4-1 region) rebound-
ed with a win Saturday night 
in Cochran. 
 Bleckley chipped away at 
their fluctuating lead, which 
ranged from big early to 
four points at halftime, then 
12 by the end of three, to 
re-tie the game with about 
15 seconds left. This time, 
they were able to keep their 
composure and avoid fewer 

of the mishaps that accu-
mulated in abnormally high 
numbers Friday night. Head 
coach Danielle Lowther is 
hopeful her team's handling 
of those high-pressure mo-
ments (which have seldom 
been too big for members of 
this newly-overhauled line-
up) will only continue to im-
prove. 
 "We have some young or 
inexperienced players in key 
positions," she said. "They 
are making their 'growing 
mistakes' in key moments of 
the game and that’s expect-
ed. We had to go back to the 
drawing board at practice 
and practice those game sit-
uations the last few days and 
moving forward. We've just 
got to get better every game 
and focus on that mental 
toughness that’s needed to 
get through tough games." 

East Laurens boys 43, 
Bleckley Co. 39  

 Five blocked shots helped 
the Falcons (10-3, 4-1 re-
gion) survive a low-scor-
ing nailbiter that was also 
tied up near the end, only 
with about 90 seconds re-
maining. They'd score four 
unanswered points in that 
stretch to pull away for a 
fifth-straight win. 
 Bryson Hazley logged 12 
points and nine rebounds 
for the East Laurens team 
lead. Rozier scored 10. Dix-
on  added eight points and 

five boards. 
Baldwin 69, 

West Laurens girls 55 
 Brooklyn Jackson start-
ed off a big weekend with 20 
points, as Maddie Ridgway 
chipped in a key 17 and Ja-
halee Snead and London 
Williams added eight each, 
to keep the Lady Raiders 
competitive against a sec-
ond-place Baldwin squad 
that they challenged a first 
time around. 
 But four for the 
once-beaten Bravettes put 
up 12 or more (Suri Clark 
was their leader with 20 to 
match Jackson's output) 
to pace them to a third-
straight. 

Baldwin 73, 
West Laurens boys 48  

 The odd-numbered 
quarters were, once again, 
a doozy for the Raiders as 
Baldwin used a 19-2 edge in 
the first and 31-18 disparity 
in the third to blow open a 
second-straight game before 
it really got started. 
 Kingston O'Neal and 
Brandon Stephens scored 
a dozen each, and Drew 
Kinchen 11, to lead West 
Laurens once its offense got 
going. 
 "(We're) a young inex-
perienced team trying to 
figure out how to win," said 
Raider head coach Izell Ste-
phens. "We must be willing 
to commit to the little things 

such as rebounding and tak-
ing care of the basketball 
to allow us to increase our 
chances of winning." 
 Baldwin's Karez Demo-
ry had 18, Jared Mundie 14 
and Zion Grant 13.

Dublin girls 59, 
Jefferson Co. 13 

 The Lady Irish locked 
down the defensive end, 
holding Jefferson County to 
two points in the first quar-
ter, and no more than five in 
any of the remaining three, 
on their way to a second win 
of region play. 
 They were never threat-
ened after racing out to an 
18-point lead after eight 
minutes, then growing an 
edge of 24 to 39 by the end 
of three. 

Jefferson Co. 48, 
Dublin boys 45 

 Down 13 at the half, the 
Irish spent the duration of 
quarters 3 and 4 valiantly 
chiseling away at a gap on 
the scoreboard that they 
worked back to three at one 
point midway through the 
third. But Jefferson County 
was too tough to catch. 
 It got back out of reach, 
and only back within as Jay-
don McRae and Chris Dixon 
(Dublin's only scorer in dou-
ble figures, with 12) stacked 
baskets around a pair of 
missed Warrior free throws 
to get within two.  
 JeffCo left five out of six 
at the line before hitting two 
key ones to get its lead back 
to three after Dixon buried 
two on the other stripe to 
make it a one-point game 
But the Irish were luckless 
from the field, and after 
a misfire on a wide-open 
layup moments earlier, 
failed to get a shot up with 
a chance to tie on the final 
possession. 
 Dublin was 0-for-10 
from 3. QuanTavis Lovett 
had 11 rebounds. 

West Laurens girls 47, 
Dublin 39  

 Jackson, with 19, and 
Ridgway, with 15, finished 

SCOREBOARD

GIRLS HOOPS
Friday

Dublin 59, Jefferson Co. 13

Monday
Trinity 74, CCA 48 

Tuesday
East Laurens 84, 
Jefferson Co. 7

Dublin 64, Toombs Co. 59
Gatewood 53, Trinity 47

West Laurens 71, 
Westside Augusta 46

BOYS HOOPS
Monday

CCA 82, Trinity 46

Tuesday
EL 62, Jefferson Co. 60

Toombs Co. 56, Dublin 47
Trinity 56, Gatewood 50

Westside 79, WL 74

BASKETBALL
Friday

Trinity at Brentwood
Howard at WL

Washington Co. at Dublin
/6 p.m.

Dodge Co. at EL/7 p.m.

Saturday
EL at Treutlen/5 p.m.

Dublin at Johnson Co.
/6 p.m.

PREP

SCHEDULE

CONTACT US:
Email sports information to 
tchsports77@gmail.com, or 
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 403

Falcons start strong weekend with WACO 
split, sweep up Saturday night at Bleckley

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

BADA-BING : Jameria Bing hit all four of the Lady Falcons' 
3-pointers for a share of her 16 points that led Friday night's 
scoring/HORACE AUSTIN

ATTACKING THE RIM: Most of the 23 East Laurens field goals 
from 2-point range in Friday's win came right at the basket. 
Zion Dixon sends it down softly here for one of several 
strong finishes in the second half that helped him reach 13 
points in the final scoring/HORACE AUSTIN

off their strong weekends 
with a bang as the Lady 
Raiders (6-8, 4-5 region 
4-AAA) grabbed hold of a 
close game late in the second 
half. 
 They had some frustrat-
ing stretches without points 
– one of the biggest coming 
midway through the third 
as Dublin (5-7, 2-3 region 
2-High A) staged a 9-0 run 
to go ahead 30-26. 
 But Jackson took charge 
on some coast-to-coast plays 
to spark a strong finish to 
the third, which West Lau-
rens closed on a 6-0 to fin-
ish up two, and several more 
in a singlehanded stretch of 
about four consecutive bas-
kets leading up to Ridgway's 
clincher on a 13-foot jumper 
with about a minute to go. 
 

Dublin 70, 
West Laurens boys 58  

 The Irish improved their 
long-range shooting only 
slightly, to the tune of two 
made 3-point shots, from 
the night before, but still 
dominated thanks to ample 
transition baskets originat-
ing with turnovers from a 
West Laurens lineup that, 
for most of Saturday's game, 
couldn't keep a possession 
together. 
 The Raiders (3-13, 1-8 
region) settled things down 
after getting boatraced to 
the quarter and halfway 
marks (where they faced 13 
and 14-point deficits respec-
tively), working their way 
back to within seven after a 
strong start to the third. 
 But Dublin (3-8, 0-5 re-
gion) reheated after the brief 
lull, and rattled off 16 unan-
swered points to roll to the 
final buzzer. 
 Lovett had 10 rebounds 
and two blocked shots for 
another in his long streak of 
outstanding performances 
on the defensive end. Kam 
Stanley's 20 points, Chris 
Dixon's 11 and Patrick Cald-
well's 10 led a collection of 
Irish scorers with notewor-
thy nights. 
 West's count was topped 
by O'Neal (18), Shannon Ad-
kins (12) and Stephens (11).

Next... 
 Tuesday's action took all 
four of the county's teams on 
the road, East to Jefferson 
County, Dublin to Toombs 
County (the lone non-region 
matchup of the four), Trinity 
to Gatewood and West Lau-
rens to Westside of Augusta.  

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS: Brooklyn Jackson (left) soars to the hoop for one of her multiple 
fast-break baskets that carried West Laurens through the second half of Saturday's wins at 
Dublin. The junior, met in a midair celebration by Leah Brown (right) after the final buzzer, 
scored 19 to conclude her highest-scoring weekend of the season/CLAY REYNOLDS

UNQUENCHABLE: Kam Stanley, Dublin's leader with 20 
points, goes strong to the source for one in a steady stream 
of Irish baskets that made up Saturday's torrential start  
/CLAY REYNOLDS

WL girls, Dublin 
boys take round 
2 rivalry games
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owed more than $6 million in 
overdue payments to the State 
Health Benefit Plan, then found 
it to be broke and headed for a 
huge deficit by the end of the fis-
cal year. It has since had to get 
advances on state QBE funding 
to meet payroll in September, 
October, November and De-
cember.
 White's claim contends that 
school officials already knew 
they were broke when they 
hired her and others last spring. 
A financial report submitted as 
evidence showed the district 
had a $1.3 million deficit in 
March 2025 – about the time 
teacher contracts were issued 
– and a general fund deficit of 
$1.8 million dating back to July 
2024.

TEACHER LAWSUIT
Continued from page 1

just remember that.”
 Gerald Frazier, former 

LCSO deputy and current 
senior adult pastor at Dud-
ley Baptist Church, asked 
for prayer to remember 
Dinkheller’s sacrifice.

 “Kyle gave his life for 
us, our community and for 
the safety of folks who live 
here,” Frazier said. “We 
pray for God to remind 
us often of (Dinkheller’s) 
sacrifice. Remind us often 
of your love and your sup-
port for his family. I pray, 
God, for each of these men 
and women in law enforce-
ment that you will bless 
them and bless their fami-
lies, and that you will keep 
them safe each day as they 
carry out their mission.” 

 Lee Weaver, Dublin 
Georgia State Patrol Post 
Commander pointed out 
the different law enforce-
ment agencies who gath-
ered at the site.

 “I’d like to say to the 
Dinkheller family, thank 
you for supporting us,” 
Weaver said. “Thank you 
for allowing the law en-
forcement community and 

the public safety communi-
ty to support you guys each 
year as we come here.”

 Dublin Police Chief 
Keith Moon said they may 
all wear different badges 
but they are one family.

 “The worst thing we can 
ever do is let (Dinkheller’s) 
memory be lost in time,” 
Moon said. “Show up ev-
ery time and remember the 
sacrifice that he made for 
this community.”

 Kirk told the officers 
that he is tired of going to 
law enforcement funerals.

 “I don’t want anybody 
else to do that,” he said. 
“It’s no fun.”

 Kirk saw his friend Jeff 
Harrison, who lost his son 
Dylan - a Dudley native - in 
the line of duty in Alamo 
on Oct. 9, 2021. 

 “(Jeff) and his whole 

family is in the same small 
boat that I am in,” Kirk 
said. “I can be there for 
(the Harrison family) like 
everybody was there for 
me.”

 Harrison said they are 
waiting for the man who 
is charged with his son’s 
death to go to trial. Harri-
son knows he and Kirk are 
a part of a group no one 
wants to be a part of. 

 “Kirk knows how my 
family feels and what we 
are going through,” Har-
rison said. “We are for-
tunate that we have that 
friendship and we can talk 
about things others cannot 
understand. We certainly 
don’t want anybody else to 
have to go through some-
thing like this because it is 
life changing.”

potential for criminal impli-
cation of public officials, DA 
McLendon has submitted 
this request for investiga-
tion to the GBI to preserve 
a conflict-free, independent 
investigation by an agency 
which also has specialized 
financial and technical in-
vestigative divisions suited 
to the task."
 On Monday, at the city 

school board's first meeting 
of the year, four members 
– new chairman Amanda 
Smith, newly elected Jeff 
Davis and longtime mem-
bers James Lanier and John 
Bell – all said they would 
support a criminal investi-
gation, though no vote was  
taken on the matter.
 "If there is anything that 
can be prosecuted, I will 
stand behind that to the last 
breath God gives me on this 

earth, that I will see those 
people who did that put into 
jailhouse. I don't care who it 
is," said Lanier.
 Local lawmakers re-
quested the special audit 
after state officials discov-
ered in August  that the 
district owed $6 million in 
overdue payments to the 
State Health Benefit Plan 
and revealed a projected 
$13 million budget deficit. 
It confirmed the root causes 

–over hiring and overpaying 
employees, wasteful spend-
ing and lax oversight – but 
also identified specific con-
cerns ranging from late tax 
payments to the IRS, "ab-
normally" high credit card 
spending and unwarranted 
travel and expenditures. 
 The audit also pointed 
to instances of family mem-
bers traveling on out-of-
town leadership retreats at 
the system's expense and 

undocumented payments to 
a local florist.
 "I am interested, now 
that the state audit is done, 
in having law enforcement 
review the findings and de-
termine whether any crim-
inal activity occurred," said 
Smith.
 "There is a continuing 
demand, and rightly so, for 
accountability," said Davis. 
"I will say this: Law enforce-
ment is aware of our situa-

tion, and that's all I'm going 
to say about that."
 Lanier and Smith both 
previously had stated pub-
licly their support for a 
criminal investigation.
 The special audit ex-
amined expenditures from 
2021 to 2024 and concluded 
the system used almost $20 
million in federal emergen-
cy COVID funds, mostly to 
meet payroll and to mask its 
financial troubles.

GBI
Continued from page 1

DINKHELLER
Continued from page 1

Kirk Dinkheller talks with Jeff Harrison, who lost his son in 
the line of duty/PAYTON TOWNS III

who is in her first term on 
the board, finished first in 
a contested vote to unseat 
chairman Kenny Walters.
 Smith is believed to be 
the first female chair of the 
board in 125-plus years. 
 She and newly elected 
member Jeff Davis prom-
ised to bring positive chang-
es to the board. Smith said 
steps are already being 
made to improve financial 
oversight and tighten con-
trols.
 "We are not just hoping 

for improvement to hap-
pen," said Smith. "We are 
taking action by following 
state recommendations and 
implementing the people, 
practices and controls nec-
essary to ensure lasting im-
provement.
 Davis said regaining the 
public's trust should be a 
priority, saying, "Everyone 
deserves accountability for 
the situation we're in."
 "The most important 
thing for this board to do 
is rebuild trust with every-
body involved," he said. 
"Transparency has gotten 
said a lot. It's important to 

me that we not just look like 
we have nothing to hide, 
but that we actually have 
nothing to hide. That's what 
I'm gonna be working for, is 
radical transparency."
 Davis thanked The Cou-
rier Herald for its coverage 
and for "holding this board 
accountable," and promised 
to provide requested public 
documents in a timely man-
ner, which has been a prob-
lem between the board and 
the newspaper for years.
 Davis and other board 
members thanked the 
teachers and staff continu-
ing to do their jobs well 

during difficult times, while 
acknowledging the impact 
on students .
 "What I want for y'all is 
no less than the best," Davis 
said. "Y'all deserve no less 
than what anyone else has."
 Smith, Davis and long-
time board members James 
Lanier and John Bell also 
said during board com-
ments that they would 
support a criminal in-
vestigation, now that a 
long-awaited state audit on 
the district's finances have 
been released.
 Lanier said the board 
members need access to 

more financial information 
than they had been allowed 
to see in the past.
 "We do have ownership 
of that, as a board," Lanier 
said of the financial crisis. 
"But as a board, I make de-
cisions based on informa-
tion we get, and  then I don't 
know what that information 
is because I'm told that I 
can't look at it."
 Local lawmakers re-
quested the special audit 
after state officials discov-
ered in August  that the 
district owed $6 million in 
overdue payments to the 
State Health Benefit Plan 

and revealed a projected 
$13 million budget deficit. 
It confirmed the root causes 
–overhiring and overpaying 
employees, wasteful spend-
ing and lax oversight – but 
also identified specific con-
cerns ranging from late tax 
payments to the IRS, "ab-
normally" high credit card 
spending and unwarranted 
travel and expenditures. 
 The audit also pointed 
to instances of family mem-
bers traveling on out-of-
town leadership retreats at 
the system's expense and 
undocumented payments to 
a local florist.

SCHOOL BOARD
Continued from page 1
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