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Franklin Street has been reopened and the front of the J. Roy Rowland Federal Courthouse is looking good as new as
crews finally have wrapped up work to repair the building from a May 2023 auto accident. The courthouse suffered
major damage when the driver of a tractor-trailer rig fell asleep and crashed the 18-wheeler into the front steps.
Repairs included replacing lots of stucco and an entire pillar/RODNEY MANLEY
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Board takes
next step for
EL construction

By PAYTON TOWNS Il

Senior Reporter

The Laurens County
Board of Education took the
next step toward a new East
Laurens Elementary School
and athletic complex last
week.

The Laurens County
Board of Education autho-
rized Superintendent O.J.
Hall to enter into negotia-
tions with Lentile Construc-
tion Co., which had been rec-
ommended by the board's
committee. After this is
completed, Hall would bro-
ker contracts between the
Laurens County School Dis-
trict and the construction
company. Board member
Kathy Sweat abstained from
the vote because of a family
connection.

“I'm excited for the staff,

students and the commu-
nity out there,” Hall said.
“They are definitely deserv-
ing of it. This project allows
us to come full circle in a
sense.”

The Eastside will have
a new East Laurens High
School and athletic com-
plex, along with a remod-
eled ELMS.

“This not only gives the
elementary a new school,
but the middle school its
own athletic complex,” Hall
said. “That’s important be-
cause it allows us to have
practices more practical-
ly and efficiently. It allows
us to have options when it
comes to the fields.”

The project will go in
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I-16 pileups

lead

to fatal accident

Wrecks began in Laurens Co.
with broken-down 18-wheeler

By PAYTON TOWNS Il

Senior Reporter

A 53-year-old Elko man
died in a Macon hospital af-
ter he drove into the back of
another vehicle when traffic
had come to a stop because
of three previous accidents
— two of which involved
vehicles hitting the same
broken down 18-wheeler on
the side of the road — on In-
terstate 16 early last Friday.

According to a Georgia
State Patrol incident report,
Walter Allen Pratt was driv-
ing a 2020 Kenworth Con-
struction vehicle, traveling
east in the right lane of I-16
around 8:45 a.m. Friday,
Jan. 23. In front of him
were a 2017 Chevrolet Sil-
verado with a trailer, driven
by Rene Cedano, 39, of Pal-
metto, a 2012 Freightliner,
driven by Ronnie Oneal
Hurst, 40, of Covington,
and a 2015 Freightliner,

driven by Brandon Antonio
Doles, 29, of Woodstock.
These three vehicles had
come to a stop in the right
lane of I-16 East due to ear-
lier wrecks on the road in
Laurens County.

The Kenworth hit the
2015 Freightliner, causing
it to strike the back of the
2012 Freightliner. This ve-
hicle then hit the back of
the 2017 Chevrolet Silver-
ado. After hitting the 2015
Freightliner, Pratt’s vehi-
cle continued for another
66 feet to the paved edge
where it overturned for 122
feet coming to an uncon-
trolled stop on the south
shoulder of the interstate.
Pratt was transported to
Navicent Health Hospital,
where he died from injuries
he received in the crash.

The 2015 Freightliner
struck the 2012 Freight-
liner before rotating coun-
terclockwise for 66 feet
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The scene of the fatal wreck on Friday on I-16 East in Twiggs County/LANA DOMINY, Special Photo

before overturning on the
cable barriers in the medi-
an. Doles was transported
to Fairview Park Hospital
in Dublin with suspected
minor or visible injury.

The 2012 Freightliner

hit the Chevrolet and ro-
tated counterclockwise for
62 feet before striking the
cable barriers and then
continued for 22 feet into
the median before it came
to an uncontrolled stop.

Hurst was transported to
FPH with suspected minor
or visible injuries.

After being  struck,
the Chevrolet continued
straight for approximately
89 feet with its trailer over-

turning into the road for
an uncontrolled final stop.
Cedano and passenger were
transported to FPH. Both
were listed with possible in-

I-16 PILEUPS
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Local sorority leads event to feed, educate people in honor of MLK Jr.

By PAYTON TOWNS Il

Senior Reporter

A local sorority teamed
up with other organizations
to distribute meals and care
bags as a way to remember
the birthday of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

The local Alpha Kappa
Alpha Tau Omicron Omega
Chapter, St. Peter Baptist
Church, 1K Women Strong
(1KWS), students from
Dublin High School and
members from Recovery In
Supportive  Environment
Utilizing Peers (RISEUP)
spent Monday distributing
meals and care bags at St.
Peter Baptist Church.

“We are here celebrating
MLK Day of service,” said
Letunya Walker, president
of Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority. “This is one of our
big service projects for (the
sorority), and we serve the
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Letunya Walker, president of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, speaks to a crowd gathered for
soup, sandwiches and goodie bags last Monday at St. Peter’s Baptist Church/PAYTON

TOWNS Il

Laurens County and Dublin
community.”
The church opened at

INDEX

11 a.m. Monday, though
the event did not start until
12:30 p.m. The crowd was
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able to eat all the soup and
sandwiches they wanted.

“It is good for us to be
able to provide the support
that they need,” Walker
said. “That is what we're
about — service to all man-
kind.”

They targeted those who
are in need, especially the
homeless population in the
community. The sorority

partnered with some of the
local hotels where some
of them are living and the
homeless shelter, Walker
said.

“The church gave away
soup and sandwiches, and
we are giving away 'blessing
bags,” Walker said. “Those
have toiletries and non-per-
ishable food items. We also
have donations from the
1KWS have are given away
hats, gloves, coats and blan-
kets. They are receiving ev-
erything they need for this
time of year.”

Mellissa McElman, RI-
SEUP operation manager,
was at the event to talk with
people and hand out infor-
mation, along with NAR-
CAN, an overdose treat-
ment.

“We are being support-
ive to the community,”
McElman said. “We let
them know what kind of re-
sources we have and we are
letting them know what we
do.”

RISEUP likes to network
with others.

“We didn’t know about
this sorority before this,”
McElman said. “We let
them know what we do

just in case they run across
someone who is on the
street. They can tell them to
go to RISEUP for help.”

This was the first time
the sorority has partnered
with other organizations,
Walker said.

“We have done the soup
kitchen and clothing give-
away and blessing bags 10
years or more,” she said.
“This is a good way to help
people in need and those
who may just need a hot
meal today or need any type
of support. From what I un-
derstand, the homeless pop-
ulation in the Dublin area is
increasing. We are trying to
do whatever we can to help
fill that void they may have,
and offer any support that
we can provide to help those
individuals get back on their
feet again.”

The Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority has been in exis-
tence for 118 years - found-
ed on Jan. 15, 1908. The
local chapter in Dublin was
founded on Jan. 16, 1993.

“The local chapter has
been in existence for 33

MLK DAY

Continued on page 10
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Linda Leach McCullars

Linda Leach McCul-
lars, 82, of Dublin, Georgia,
passed away peacefully on
January 22, 2026.

She was born on Feb. 14,
1943, to the late Jack and
Mary Wilkes Leach. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was
predeceased by her beloved
husband, Charles J. McCul-
lars, with whom she shared
a lifetime of memories and
love; her granddaughter, Su-
sie McCullars; and sister and
special caretaker, Jacquelyn
Leach King of East Dublin.
Her beloved cat, Rat Rat,
also preceded her in death.

Linda's legacy continues
through her loving sons, Jeff
McCullars (Melanie) of Sop-
erton and Mark McCullars
(Sue) of Dublin. She was a
proud and doting granny
to her granddaughters, An-
gel Toler (Waylon) of East
Dublin, Crystal Livingston
(Jammie) of Dublin, as well
as her grandson, Chad Mc-
Cullars (Megan) of Dublin,
and great-granddaughters,
Bethany and Jessica Toler
of East Dublin. Linda also
leaves behind several nieces
and nephews, as well as her
special caregiver and friend,
Sandra Lester, all of whom
will miss her deeply.

A graduate of Dublin
High School, Linda retired
from a fulfilling career at Mo-
hawk Industries, where she
was known for her friendly
demeanor and strong work
ethic. She was also a valued
member of the Northside
Baptist Church.

Linda's interests were a
reflection of her loving and
friendly nature. She was an
avid NASCAR fan, and her
enthusiasm for the sport
was infectious. Linda found
joy in simple pleasures like
working on crossword puz-
zles, playing bingo, and
hunting for treasures at yard
sales. She cherished the trips
she took with her sister, cre-
ating memories that would
last a lifetime.

Above all, Linda was a
devoted wife, mother, gran-
ny, and sister. Her selfless
nature was evident in the
way she cared for her fami-
ly and friends. She had a gift
for making those around her
feel loved and valued, and
her presence was a source of
comfort and happiness.

Graveside services were
held at 11 a.m. at Northview
Cemetery on Saturday, Jan.
24, 2025, with Mr. Dan King
Sr., officiating.

The family would like to
say a special thank you to the
staff and nurses of Remark-
able Hospice for their devo-
tion, love, and care of their
beloved granny.

The family gathered at
the home of Chad and Me-
gan McCullars.

Please visit WWW.
townsendfuneralhome.com
for service updates and to
sign the online memorial
register.

BIRTHDAYS

Deborah Brockus

Deborah Joan Jennings
Brockus, 71, of the Mid-
way Community of Pulas-
ki County, passed away on
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2026, at
her residence.

No services will be held
at this time.

She is survived by her
loving husband of 24 years
— Wayne Brockus; daugh-
ter — Tanya Wynne; son
— Shannon Wynne (Car-
rie); 6 grandchildren; 9
great-grandchildren;  Sis-
ters — Carol Mullis (A.T.)
and Karen Cody; brothers —
Johnny Jennings (Laverne),
Jerry Jennings (Judy), and
Stevie Jennings (Scotty).

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has
charge of SSFH arrangemen
ts.

www.stokes-souther-
land.com

Donald L. Teston

Memorial Services for
Donald L. Teston, 80, will
be held at 2 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 29, 2026, in the Chan
Stanley Memorial Chapel
of Stanley Funeral Home
and Crematory. Mr. Hank
Steverson and Mr. Brett Tes-
ton will officiate.

Mr. Teston was born
Jan. 21, 1946, in Baxley,
Georgia. He was the son of
the late Albert Lee Teston
and Nina Underwood Tes-
ton. He proudly served his
country in the United States
Army. He was a truck driver
for Keith Pickle Trucking.
He was a member of Battle
Ground Church of God. Mr.
Teston passed away Friday,
Jan. 23, 2026, at Fairview
Park Hospital.

Mr. Teston is survived by
his wife, Marsha Carol Tes-
ton of East Dublin; 2 sons,
Stacy Teston of Baxley and
Kelly Teston of Baxley; 2
daughters, Melody Teston of
Vidalia and Christy Teston
of Dublin; 2 sisters, Merlene
Teston of Baxley and Chris-
tine Teston of Baxley; and
7 grandchildren, Brett Tes-
ton, Gunner Teston, Austyn
Teston, Sylas Teston, Raylee
Farley, Jared Hall and Shine
Teston.

Stanley Funeral Home
and Crematory/Dublin
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the
Online Register Book please
visit ~ www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com

Funeral Home & Crematory

Stokes (Thomas); sons — Ja-
cob Longsworth and Madi-
son Evans; 3 grandchildren;
mother — Deborah Edge
(Danny); sister — Cari Beas-
ley (Bobby).

The family received
friends in The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints from 2 p.m.- 3 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 25.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has
charge of SSFH arrangemen
ts.

www.stokes-souther-
land.com

James Herbert Hall

Funeral services for
James Herbert Hall, 84, will
be held at 2 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 28, 2026, at Liber-
ty Grove Baptist Church with
burial to follow in Westview
Cemetery. Rev. Sammy Hall
will officiate.

Mr. Hall was born on
Feb. 21, 1941, in Wrights-
ville, Ga. He was a retired
salesman for Flanders Auto.
He was a member of Liber-
ty Grove Baptist Church. He
was preceded in death by his
parents, Walter Manning
and Bessie Hadden Hall;
wife, Grace Virginia Davis
Hall; sisters, Sara Oliver
and Margie Cranford; and
brothers, W.M. Hall, Lanier
Hall, Shorty Hall and Wil-
iam Hall. Mr. Hall passed
away on Saturday, January
24, 2026, at Fairview Park
Hospital.

He is survived by his son,
Jeff (Mitzi) Hall of Wrights-
ville; grandson, Clay (Kris-
ta) Hall of Wrightsville; 5
great grandchildren, Trae
Hall, Blake Glenn, Charlie
Hall, Avery Roberson and
Grey Hall; 3 sisters, Carlene
Smith of Wrightsville, Bet-
ty (Jimmy) Pitts of Dublin,
Linda Strickland (Rondie)
Warren of Dudley; and a
brother, Bobby (Debra) Hall
of Wrightsville.

The family will receive
friends from 6 p.m. — 8 p.m.
on Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2026,
at the funeral home.

Pallbearers will be Bruce
Oliver, Brad Hall, Calvin
Sturgis, Greg Smith, Keith
Pitts, and Ryan Strickland.

Stanley Funeral Home
and Crematory/Wrightsville
Chapel has charge of the fu-
neral arrangements. To sign
the Online Register Book
please visit www.stanleyfu-
neralhome.com

Corrin Selph
Longsworth

Corrin  Selph  Long-
sworth, 55, of McDonough,
Ga., died on Friday, Jan. 23,
2026.

Funeral services will be
held at 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
25, at The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.

She is survived by her
husband - David Long-
sworth; daughter — Hillary

Funeral Home & Crematory

Leola Ellington

Ms. Leola Ellington of
Dudley, Ga. passed away on
Monday, Jan. 26, 2026. Fu-
neral arrangements are in-
complete at this time.

www.ServicesByDudley.
com

John E. Martin

Mr. John E. Martin of
Wrightsville, Ga. passed
away on Sunday, Jan. 25,
2026. Funeral arrange-
ments are incomplete at this
time.

www.ServicesByDudley.
com

STRANGE BUT TRUE

By LUCIE WINBORNE

* The living room set of
"The Addams Family" TV
series was actually pink.

* About 1,350 potentially
active volcanoes presently
exist on Earth, with the ma-
jority of them found along
a 25,000-mile-long, horse-
shoe-shaped ribbon border-
ing the Pacific Ocean that's
commonly known as the
"Ring of Fire."

* Chopsticks in Asia are
about 2,000 years older
than forks in Europe.

* The color red appears
in nearly every shot of Stan-
ley Kubrick's 1980 horror
classic "The Shining."

*  Michelangelo only
signed one piece of art, the
"Madonna della Pieta," and
that was supposedly because
he overheard his work cred-
ited to a rival and sneaked
back to include his name on
the sash across the Virgin
Mary's chest.

* Philadelphia cream
cheese doesn't hail from
Philadelphia. It originated
in New York.

* People spend roughly
10% of their waking hours
with their eyes closed. That's
OK, we know you're just
thinking.

* No American president
has been an only child.

* In 1954, the mayor of
the wine-growing town Cha-
teauneuf-du-Pape in France
issued a memorable decree
that banned the "flying over,
landing or taking off of fly-
ing saucers." It's unclear
whether anyone ever con-
sidered how such an event
should be handled should it
defiantly occur.

* Shaquille O'Neal missed
5,317 free throws over the
course of his career.

* Only three music com-
panies are responsible for
more than 80% of the mu-
sic we listen to: Sony BMG,
Warner Music Group and
Universal Music Group.

* Spiders, like humans,
can have arachnophobia.
Small wonder, since certain
species regularly eat each
other: for food, after mating
and for other reasons scien-
tists don't yet fully under-
stand.

Thought for the Day:
"You can make positive de-
posits in your own economy
every day by reading and lis-
tening to powerful, positive,
life-changing content and by
associating with encourag-
ing and hope-building peo-
ple." -- Zig Ziglar

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today
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proval required for new

Georgia House to
operate minus one
member following
lawmaker's suspension

By TY TAGAMI

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — The Geor-
gia General Assembly will
be down another lawmaker
during this legislative ses-
sion after the suspension of
a state representative who
was indicted last month in
federal court.

Gov. Brian Kemp or-
dered the suspension of
State. Rep. Sharon Hen-
derson, D-Covington, after
a committee of elected offi-
cials determined that her in-
dictment "does relate to and
adversely affect” her duties
as a lawmaker.

The suspension, which
Kemp signed Thursday, is
in effect until Henderson's
term ends or her case is
closed.

A quick disposition ap-
pears unlikely. Henderson
has retained a lawyer, and
her case in the U.S. District
Court in Atlanta is sched-
uled for a pretrial confer-
ence Feb. 19.

Henderson is accused
of two counts of theft of
government funds and
10 counts of making false
statements in connection
with claims that she filed for
federal unemployment ben-
efits during the COVID-19
pandemic. Prosecutors al-
leged she collected $17,811
in unemployment benefits
to which she was not enti-

NOW HERE'S A TIP

tled.

Another member of the
state House quickly re-
solved charges related to
defrauding the same unem-
ployment program.

Former Rep. Karen Ben-
nett, D-Stone Mountain,
pleaded guilty in the same
federal court to making
false statements to fraudu-
lently obtain $13,940 in fed-
eral emergency relief funds
during the pandemic, Theo-
dore S. Hertzberg, the U.S.
District Attorney for the
Northern District of Geor-
gia, announced Wednesday.

Kemp was required by
the Georgia Constitution to
assemble the review com-
mittee on Henderson's sta-
tus.

On Jan. 8, he appointed
three members. Two were
Republicans: Attorney Gen-
eral Chris Carr and Rep. Jan
Jones, R-Milton, the House
speaker pro tem. The third
was Sen. Harold Jones, II,
D-Augusta, the Senate mi-
nority leader.

They issued their find-
ing Thursday, the same day
Kemp suspended Hender-
son.

Several other seats in the
legislature remain open for
a variety of reasons, but Sec-
retary of State Brad Raffen-
sperger has been scheduling
special elections to fill them,
with one for Bennett's va-
cated seat on March 10.

By jOANN DERSON

* This tip will change
your life when peeling eggs:
After you have hard-boiled
your eggs, drain them and
leave them in the pot. Put
the lid on the pot and shake.
Shake in all directions for
up to a minute. The eggs
practically slip right out of
their shells. Just rinse and
prep.

* " feed my kitty cat out-
side on the back porch, but
she eats a little at a time,
and whenever she took a
break, the ants would be all
over her food. Now I serve
my little princess in a tea-
cup and saucer I found at a
thrift store. I put the food in
the cup and then put a little
water in the saucer. The tea-
cup sits in the water on the
saucer. The ants won't get
the food ever, because they
can't cross the water to get

to it. Kitty is very happy now
that she can take her time."
-- O.W. in Arkansas

* "To distinguish your
keys, especially house keys
that have similar stamps,
simply paint the key head
with different colors of
nail polish. You could even
add a very subtle dot of the
matching polish on the key
lock. Reapply as needed." --
S.L. in Oregon

* Use a flat iron to iron
your collar if it's rumpled.
This also works to straight-
en out button holes that
have crimped.

* "To mark the end on a
roll of tape, save your bread
tabs. Stick it on the end and
it will be ready and easy to
start the next time you need
tape. If it's a thick tape, you
can use two clips -- one at
either side of the tape. This
way, it won't split on you."
-- M.E. in Maryland

MUST BOOK BY 3/31 |
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Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

- Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
« Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
« Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park
- Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

CALL US: 1-855-548-2623

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

Jan. 27
Justin Edwards
Cathy Edwards
Jamiya Wilcher

Jan. 28
Angela Edwards
Cecily Craft
Marquis Austin

JOHNSON

Tree & Stump Removal
Tree Removal ¢ Stump Grinding
Bobcat Service ¢ Lot Clearing

" 478-279-1709
Truck

- INSURED
478-275-8003
Home

Land / Lot Clearing

Tree Removal / Clean Up
Privacy / Farm Fencing
Basement Excavation
Pond Clearing and
Restoration Under Brush
Mowing Landscaping

Building Demolition
Driveway Installation
Grading

Road Building

House Pads

Food Plots Excavation /
Trenching

Attorney
Brian /

Social Security Disability Help

Experienced and Specialized Legal Representation

» Specializes in Social Security Disability Law

* Previously Worked for Social Security Disability

* No Fee unless you are granted Disability Benefits

« Successfully Represents Clients at Disability Hearings
* Files Disability Appeals at all Levels

Call For Free Estimate
478-234-6632

Owner/Operator: James G. Moss - Sparta, GA.

1607A Rice Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021
478-272-2300

544 Mulberry St., Ste. 619
Macon, GA 31201
478-745-9644

www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com

Call for FREE CASE EVALUATION

OLD 1-418-212-2300

ZARNOLD
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Serving All Communities gives back to community

1 Serving All Communities starts the New Year out by giving $200 donations to three local nursing homes - Dublin Trails,
Dublinair Nursing Rehab and Southland Nursing and Rehab on Jan. 5. Donations were presented to the directions of the
nursing homes. Present were SAC President Rickey Brown and club members Bobbie Stuckey, Ethel Rozier and Curtis Gainey
/SPECIAL PHOTOS

ce
years of operation

Tifara, located in the Dublin Mall, recently celebrated 20
years of operation. Patrons and customers received free
food and gifts during the celebration. There were a lot of
walk-in specials and many smiles and laughter shared on
this occasion. Tiffany Green is the owner and operator of
this establishment/SPECIAL PHOTOS

DUDLEY

Local People. Local Decisions. Local Banking. e
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OUR TAKE...

known to have icy weather/FILE PHOTO

Weather or not you like
the forecast, be prepared

For anyone who paid attention to the weather fore-
cast last week, you know that our area was at one time
in the path of the winter storm. As the week progressed,
the storm's projected path was predicted to hit north of
Dublin and Laurens County.

Even then, the best advice from forecasters and local
officials was to stay tuned to the weather predictions as
the storm approached. We were told to prepare in case
the storm path shifted, which the weather is prone of
doing.

Just a few years ago, Hurricane Helene shifted to the
right of its projected path. Dublin went from being on
the right side of the storm to the middle. In that case, we
knew the storm was going to hit us and began preparing
days — if not a week — before it struck.

No one wants to go through one hour or more with-
out power. Unfortunately with storms like the ones we
have had in the past, it is a realistic possibility. Informa-
tion about the weather and what to do to be prepared
can be found on the Laurens County Emergency Man-
agement Agency website.

Beginning in February, the EMA will begin rolling
out information pertaining to Severe Weather Prepared-
ness Week. This will be a good time to soak this infor-
mation in like a sponge and be ready the next time a
major storm heads our way.

— Payton Towns III

YOUR TURN:

Share your opinion on current events, or topics covered in The
Courier Herald by emailing us: tchnewsreporter@gmail.com

THOUGHT FOR TODAY...

"The most delightful advantage of being bald - one can hear
snowflakes."

- R.G. Daniels

DAILY SCRIPTURE...

"Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has
no limit. The Lord sustains the humble but casts the wicked to the
ground. Sing to the Lord with grateful praise; make music to our
God on the harp. He covers the sky with clouds; he supplies the
earth with rain and makes grass grow on the hills.”

- Psalm 147:5-8

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...

Jan. 27,2026 is...
« National Chocolate Cake Day
« National Geographic Day
« Thomas Crapper Day
« International Holocaust Remembrance Day
« World Breast Pumping Day
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Finding the joy to overcome adversity

It is frustrating when
things do not go our way.
No one is ever ready for
unexpected events that can
easily derail our day, if we
let them.

Go outside to crank up
the car and nothing hap-
pens. Out of the blue the
battery does not work and
now you have to jump it off.
And if that does not work,
you know there is a more
serious problem that has to
be addressed. I have never
seen anyone shout out, “Oh
what a beautiful morning,”
when this occurs.

Walk over to the kitchen
sink to retrieve some water
for your pet and nothing
comes out. That’s an empty
feeling.

Wake up in the middle of
the night because you stom-
ach hurts and you are being
summoned to the porcelain
throne in the bathroom and
you cannot understand why
because you did not feel bad
before going to the bed. I'd
rather be doing a prep for a
colonoscopy than having a
stomach virus. At least with
the prep I know why my
stomach is upset.

Pick up a phone that was
working fine a few minutes
ago, and the next thing you
know the only call you can
make is to 911. Or, have a
storm come through - win-
try or hurricane - and too
many nearby trees fall and
take out the power.

I have had all of these
scenarios happen to me
during the last 24 months.
They are never fun to deal
with. There was certainly no
joy dealing with these and
other times like when my
vehicle battery died without
warning.

It is funny how my car
can tell me that it is cold
outside when the tempera-
tures are around the freez-
ing mark, and inform me
that my tire pressure is low
approximately two miles
after I have pulled out of
my driveway on the way to
church or work.

These are all inconve-
niences, and no matter who
we are, we will have to deal
with one or more — some-
times at the same time.

Last week I wrote about

By PAYTON TOWNS lii

my phone breaking down
and going three days with-
out a phone that could re-
ceive or make calls. One
person told me to enjoy it.
They wished their phone
would do something sim-
ilar. And while there were
frustrations, I knew a new
phone was on its way.

The day after my phone
was fixed, I had an issue
with my car. Great! Got one
thing fixed, and now it is
something else that will cost
to get corrected. Of course,
I was not planning to put
money into my car.

But like I have heard
multiple times from super-
intendents or city or county
officials at various meetings
I have covered throughout
the years, these unplanned
things happen and we have

to deal with them.

I am reminded of how

we should look at these
challenges in James 1:2-
4: “Consider it all joy, my
brothers and sisters, when
you encounter various tri-
als, knowing that the testing
of your faith produces en-
durance. And let endurance
have its perfect result, so
that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in noth-
ing.”
It is hard to find yourself
seeing the joy when things
are not exactly going right.
But our current circum-
stances are always chang-
ing. If it is bad, it will be
right again at some time.

On Jan. 18, we woke up
to news that snow would
be hitting our area in a few
hours. Before I knew it, our

front and back yards was
full of that white stuff called
snow. This continued until
right about lunch time. For
those who loved the snow,
they got to see it fall nicely
from the sky. For those who
rather not see it - or don’t
care - the sun came out that
afternoon and melted ma-
jority of that white stuff be-
fore the moon popped up.

For the last two week-
ends we had to be aware of
the possibility of snow or
ice. We've seen the predic-
tions and came to a con-
clusion to what we needed
to do to stay safe. And after
the storm passes, hopefully,
it was not as bad as adver-
tised.

When Hurricane Helene
barreled through our love-
ly state, it left a wide path
of destruction. Where you
lived determined how long
the power was out. Many
people had to rough it out,
waiting for the -electricity
to return. Hardly any joy
during that dismal period.

But the joy returned as
soon as the hum of power
came flowing through the
house again, meaning life
could slowly return to nor-
mal.

Bad things will happen.
As long as we are breathing,
thank the Lord above and
try to find the joy.
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The elephant in the room? It’s our Okefenokee

Don’t look now but there
is an elephant in the room.
Well, it’s not a room exactly.
It is our state government.
And it’s not an elephant,
either. It is our Okefenokee
National Wildlife Refuge,
which they want to pre-
tend isn’t there and wish we
would, too. Fat chance.

As we all know, the Oke-
fenokee has been a political
tug-of-war over the issue of
mining the swamp for tita-
nium dioxide so the world
will never have to confront
the frightening prospects of
running out of toothpaste
whitener. To this point, the
politicians have held the
upper hand. A number of
them own timber land and
whether they do or don't,
they are the beneficiaries of
political contributions from
outside interests that would
benefit financially from
mining the area for titani-
um dioxide.

There is the mistaken
impression that this mat-
ter was resolved when The
Conservation Fund stepped
in last June and paid $60
million for 8,000 acres to
stop Twin Pines Minerals
from mining along Trail
Ridge, the ancient barrier
island that makes up the
Okefenokee’s eastern rim.
This, while our politicians
sat on their hands. Maybe
some applauded the deci-
sion, but most remained
mute. Campaign contribu-
tions can do that.

Twin Pines Minerals was
a disaster in the making.
The company was delin-
quent in paying property
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By DICK
YARBROUGH

taxes, faced several lawsuits
for unpaid services as well
as defaulting on loans as
our intrepid public servants
looked the other way.

Actually, they did more
than that. For the past four
years, Gov. Brian Kemp
and legislative leaders have
blocked every effort to con-
sider passage of the Okefe-
nokee Protection Act, first
introduced in the Georgia
House of Representatives
by Rep. Darlene Taylor,
R-Thomasville.

The Act, which would
prohibit the issuance of
mining permits on Trail
Ridge, had nearly 100 bi-
partisan cosponsors from
all parts of the state. That
was more than enough
to win passage. But to no
avail. It sat in the Natural
Resources & Environment
and its chair, Lynn Smith,
R-Newnan, never to see the
light of day. Smith was ob-
viously just a puppet doing
the leadership’s bidding.

She didn’t even have the
good grace to respond to
calls and emails from you
explaining her actions.

Then there is the Georgia
Environmental Protection
Division (insert oxymo-
ron here), which received
approximately 80,000
overwhelmingly  negative
comments during public
comment periods and did
nothing. More than a quar-
ter million comments at
state and federal levels have
been received since the
project was first proposed
in 2018. Also overwhelm-
ingly negative.

Let me pause at this
point and say that state Sen.
Steve Gooch, R-Dahlone-
ga, opined that despite all
the opposition to the min-
ing proposal, “Those are
decisions that shouldn’t be
made by political entities.
Those are decisions that
should be made by regula-
tory agencies.” Really?

Gooch has announced he
is running for Lt. Governor,
which last time I looked, is a
political entity. If and when
he asks you for your vote,
please ask him if he still
feels that way. If so, why do
we need him making deci-
sions? Let’s let unelected
bureaucrats make all the
decisions and he can busy
himself cutting ribbons at
Walmart grand openings.

After Twin Pines Miner-
als had crawled back into
the hole from whence they
came, Toledo Manufactur-
ing, the largest remaining
private landowner along
the swamp’s southeastern

boundary, had publicly so-
licited the Chemours Com-
pany, the world’s biggest
titanium mining company,
to join forces. That’s not
likely anytime soon. It turns
out that Chemours has an-
nounced it is laying off one-
third of its workforce in
Georgia due to a slump in
titanium dioxide prices and
a global glut of the stuff,
thanks to the Chinese.

In addition, newresearch
by scientists at the Univer-
sity of Georgia suggests that
mining in or around the
swamp could affect ground-
water supplies relied on by
millions of people.

Now that drilling for
toothpaste whitener in our
Okefenokee is not econom-
ically feasible and UGA sci-
entists have research that
it’s an unwise thing to do
ecologically, wouldn’t this
be a good time to stick a
fork in the whole thing and
pass the Okefenokee Pro-
tection Act? The answer is
(a) yes and (b) don’t hold
your breath.

I suspect our intrepid
public servants and their
land baron pals will wait
for market conditions to
improve and then it will be
déja vu all over again. But
if they think we are going
away, they are mistaken.
They may pretend there is
no elephant in the room,
but we know better.

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box
725373, Atlanta, Georgia

31139.
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Dublin Police
Department

- Trenton J. Mims, 19,
was charged with disorder-
ly conduct at Fairview Park
Hospital on Industrial Bou-
levard around 1:16 p.m. on
Jan. 10.

An officer responded to
the hospital in reference to
a disorderly person. Three
women security officers said
Mims was brought in the
day before by law enforce-
ment to be evaluated for a
10-13. The doctor signed a
10-13 order, and Sims was
waiting to be moved to an-
other facility to be evaluat-
ed.

During this waiting pe-
riod, Mims got irritated
because he did not have a
TV or working bathroom.
Security stated that he be-
gan to curse at them and
called them names, making
threats and damaging prop-
erty. The officer met with
Mims, who was calm and
compliant. Staff said Mims
was discharged from the
hospital.

He was arrested and
transported to the police
department, where he was
fingerprinted and released

on citation.

- An officer made a traf-
fic stop on a silver Nissan
Sentra for having a person
riding on the back of the
vehicle while on the road at
the intersection of Outler
Street and Academy Avenue
around 8:57 a.m. on Jan. 11.
The incident turned out to
be a domestic dispute.

- Darius M. Anderson,
35, was charged with disor-
derly conduct at Hwashin
on Emerald Pointe Road
around 7:30 a.m. on Jan. 9.

Officers responded to
the location in reference
to a fight between two em-
ployees where one was re-
ported to have a gun. An of-
ficer saw a large crowd near
the front of the building but
saw that no active fight was

occurring.
An investigation led
to Anderson’s arrest. No

weapons were found during
the investigation.

- Dartasja Latrevona
Cannon, 20, was charged
with simple battery at Dairy
Queen on East Jackson
Street around 2:20 p.m. on
Jan. 10.

A woman said she and
her juvenile son were get-

POLICE BEAT...

ting food from the DQ at the
drive-thru when her and an
employee got into an argu-
ment over money and she
was stuck by the drive-th-
ru employee in the face.
This happened after an ar-
gument about the change
given back to the woman
by the employee, who was
identified as Cannon.

Cannon told the woman
to leave several times and
threw straws at her. The
woman got out of her vehi-
cle and knocked on the win-
dow. Cannon opened the
window and hit the woman
before she could get hit.

Video footage was shown
to the officer. Cannon was
arrested and transported to
the sheriff’s office where she
was released to booking.

- A warrant was issued
for Dondrae D’Shon Bailey,
24, who was charged with

criminal trespass and dam-
age to property at Rise Up
on Academy Avenue at 2:34
p-m. on Jan. 13. An officer
responded to a report of
property damage.

The officer met with
a woman and other staff
members. They reported
that Bailey had punched
a hole in the wall after be-
coming upset because he
could not find his missing
cellphone. The staff at-
tempted to calm him down
and have a conversation,
but his agitation increased.
He was instructed to leave
the property and not return.

Laurens County
Sheriff’s Office
- Gerald Trayvon Horne,
31, was charged with con-
victed felon, possession of
firearms at the intersection
of South Jefferson Street

and East Madison Street
around 10:22 a.m. on Jan.
2.

A deputy saw a man he
believed had an outstand-
ing warrant driving a black
Toyota Camry. The deputy
ran the tag and confirmed
the owner, who had a sus-
pended license and was
wanted out of Laurens
County Sheriff’s Office for a
felony probation violation.

The tag on the Camry
also came back with a sus-
pended registration.

- A deputy talked with a
person via phone in refer-
ence to property damage to
a house on St. Charles Drive
in East Dublin around 9
a.m. on Dec. 28.

- On Dec. 31, around 7
p-m., a deputy responded to
the Dollar General on U.S.
80 East in reference to a
shoplifting.

- Gabriel Noah Veld-
boom, 28, of Waynesboro,
was charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine
on I-16 at mile marker 55
around 11:36 p.m. on Dec.
31.

- A deputy respond-
ed to a location on Chuck
Thompson Road in Cadwell

around 11:37 p.m. on Jan. 1
about a removal call.

- Damage occurred on
a truck on Mace Cannon
Road around 10:23 a.m. on
Jan. 1.

- A deputy responded to
the intersection of Buckeye
Road and Ben Hall Lake
Road to assist GSP around
9:03 p.m. on Jan. 3.

- A deputy talked with a
person about a phone mes-
sage in reference to fraud
that happened on U.S. 441
South at 7:26 a.m. on Dec.

29.

Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record
and was taken from re-
ports of local law enforce-
ment agencies. These re-
ports do not reflect guilt
or innocence. An "arrest"
does not always indicate
incarceration. Readers are
cautioned that people may
have similar names. Po-
lice Beat does not identify
minor children, victims of
sexual assault, suicide at-
tempts or medical condi-
tions. Cases dismissed do
not appear if the newspa-
per is notified before dead-
line.

TELL IT!

CALL 272-0375, EMAIL

CHTELLITEGMAIL.COM, OR

TELL IT! AT

COURIERHERALDTODAY.COM

The school board also
said if the SPLOST passed
that seniors would not have
to pay school taxes. But,
that’s not true because we've
got our tax bill and it says we
owe about 80 percent to the
school. So, that was a big old
bald story.

Uncle Tell It master, I
have one of those jaw harps.
Mine is a Snoopy harp. Tused
to play it, but now I have soft
teeth. I had a toothache and
it hurt me so bad I couldn’t
go to work. I went to the
dentist and told him I want-
ed it pulled. He pulled it out
and was fixing to throw it in
the trash. I told him not to
throw it away. He asked if
I was going to pull it under
the pillow for the tooth fairy.
I told him I was going to get
it home, put some syrup on
it and throw it in the freezer
and told him to see if it can
hurt me now!

This is Tell It man re-
porting in. Tell It master
talked about changing tires
in the paper. This boy re-
porting on WMAZ in Mon-
roe was on the side of the
highway talking about the
snow. He was stuck there
because of a flat tire.

This is to the Dublin
Board of Education for

Local 7-day Forecast:

The next 48 hours:

the city of Dublin schools.
You are hurting Dublin by
raising taxes. You are hurt-
ing Dublin and the citizens.
No one wants to move into
Dublin and pay higher taxes.
Also you have to be realistic
that you owe the state Board
of Education $13 million and
it is now probably $14 mil-
lion. You also owe the state
retirement and health care.
Quit trying to fool yourself.
You must stop and move
forward with consolidation
with the county.

How does the board
not see that we don’t trust
them - it has been said every
way possible! Anybody that
is old on the board should
resign. We don’t believe
anything that comes out of
your mouth.

When is the city
schools going to build the
new baseball training fa-
cility? Sports are the most
important function of the
school. It needs to be put up
as soon as possible.

Whoever thinks
Fred Williams and Dub-
lin city school should sue
for slander is a joke. Who
are they gonna sue? The
Courier Herald is printing
the voice of the people. It’s
been harped on for a long
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Chilly with sunshine.
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TUESDAY NIGHT:

Clear and cold.
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Sunny to partly cloudy.

Sunrise: 7:29 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:

Clouds breaking.

Sunset: 6:01 p.m.
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Breezy and chilly Chilly with clouds Turning cloudy Periods of rain. Abundant
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sunshine. of rain in the
afternnon.
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River levels...
Oconee (at Dublin) 3.38'
Ocmulgee (at Macon) 6.36'

time and will continue to
until the GBI investigation.
Fred should have done his
job and he wouldn’t be get-
ting slammed in the Tell It.
Someone needs to be held
accountable and responsi-
ble!

Does Dublin City have
a street sweeper that goes
around to the back areas
on apartment complex’s. It
looks like a forest.

Laurens County may
be the only place in Amer-
ica where the private Chris-
tian school has to leave the
county wrestling champion-
ship early for fighting!

Regardless with what
the GBI comes up with, if
someone is charged for the
taxpayers' money being
stolen at the Dublin City
Schools, the citizens of Dub-
lin will never forget it. It will
never be over!

I’d like to know if we
are the list for putting the
speed bumps up in The Vil-
las off of 441 North. We'd
like to have three, maybe
one on each road.

Please address san-
itation trucks securing
their loads on Claxton Dairy
Road. Trash regularly falls
off and litters the roadway.
Better tarping and load
checks would keep the road
cleaner and safer.

Classifieds

26-038
COLLECTOR

The City of Dublin is currently accept-
ing applications for a Collector in our
Sanitation Department. The Collector
performs routine, unskilled heavy
manual labor in the collection of refuse.
Work involves the collection of trash,
rubbish and debris and loading it into
the collection vehicles. The tasks are
usually arduous and normally are of a
routine and repetitive nature, requiring
the employee on occasion to operate
the packer truck. Work is performed
under the direct supervision of the
Sanitation Supervisor and the Public
Works Department.
Applicants must have a high school
diploma or General Equivalency Diplo-
ma (GED), and a valid Georgia Driver’s
license. The successful applicant must
pass a drug screen.
Salary is $33,238.40 annually. An ex-
tensive fringe benefit package including
health, dental and life insurance is also
offered.
Applicants may apply online through
our www.cityofdublin.org website until
position is filled. The City of Dublin is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

January 24, 27, 29, 31, 2026

Real Estate

Apt. for Rent - 808A S. Washington
St., 2 BR, kitchen, LR & shower,
inc. pest control. $600 dep., $600
mo. City gas heat & window ac,
stove & refrigerator. Call 478-
697-6817. Located in Southside
in Dublin.

Local church celebrates veterans

Members of Mount Tilla Baptist Church celebrated their veterans during a recent worship

service/SPECIAL PHOTO

Season Closeouts

Furs " 70&r

New lightweight sheared mink and more
Modern, Lightweight, Everyday Wearable

Tuesday, Jan. 27"

11am - 4pm

All Fur Services Available

Restyle

Your Fur

Talk to the experts

Your Classic old Fur
can be Restyled to a
Modern Fun Fur

Dublin's Fur Store
478-275-1972
2032-D Veterans Blvd
Dublin, GA 31021
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Opening arguments in murder trial

DUBLIN COURIER
-HERALD

By Doug Hall

Attorneys made their
opening arguments this
morning in the Cheryl S.
Todd-Dessie X Woods trial
before the jury of 11 women
and one man.

It was the first time the
case had come before a jury
since Ronnie L. Horne, 35,
was shot to death last June
16.

District Attorney Phil
West gave the jury a preview
of how the state expects to
prove the two black wom-
en murdered and robbed
Horne after he had picked
them up hitchhiking.

Defense attorneys pre-
sented lengthy arguments
before the jury claiming that
Horne tried to take undue
advantage of the women
and was shot by Mrs. Woods
in self-defense. Monday, be-
fore about fifty courtroom
spectators and officials, tape
recorded statements made
by the two defendants were
played.

The jury was not present.

In the two rambling
20-minute admissions,
Mrs. Todd and Mrs. Woods
told about meeting Ronnie
Horne, shooting him, and
trying to make their way
back to Atlanta.

Both women said repeat-
edly that they feared Horne
was trying to kill them. They
were also concerned that the
man was going "to take us in
the wood" and rape them.

Attorneys for the two
women have repeatedly
stated that Mrs. Todd and
Mrs. Woods were defend-
ing themselves from sexual
advances when Horne was
shot twice in the head.

There has been little
mention that the women
were in fear of their lives.

Speaking rapidly and
erratically, Mrs. Todd said
Horne told them he was a
"detective." He spoke with
another "detective" through
a "microphone," she said.

Earlier testimony
showed the other "de-
tective" was Raye Yawn,
Horne's boss, who kept in
touch with Horne over cit-
izens band radios in their
cars.

Mrs. Todd said that
Horne took the two wom-
en down a "dark road." She
said she jumped out of the
car and ran down the road
when Horne slowed down.
Then she heard two shots
and fell on the ground.

A moment later Mrs.
Woods hollered out, "I
killed him."

Both women said Horne
talked "nasty" to them, but
Mrs. Woods said he became
friendly while Mrs. Todd
said he began to talk "ex-
tremely nasty."

Mrs. Todd said Horne"
put his hands" on Mrs.
Wood, but Mrs. Wood said
the victim did not touch her.

Mrs. Wood told her story
of what happened in the car
when Horne was shot. "He
went for the gun. I took the
gun. We both went for the
gun, you see. I saw what he
was going to do. I grabbed
the gun...took it out of the
holster and I shot him."

After the man was shot,
she went in his pocket and
took out the "hit money"
she said Horne was paid by
the Glenville police to kill
the two women. When they
were arrested the next day,
police found $147 and a pis-
tol believed to be Horne's.

Mrs. Todd and Mrs.
Wood were jailed in Glen-
ville on  drunkenness
charges several days before
Horne's death. Both women
claim Mrs. Todd was sick
with "seizures" when arrest-
ed by police near Reidsville
State Prison.

Mrs. Todd said the police
"roughed" up the women.
Mrs. Woods said a police-
man scratched her across
the breast during the arrest.

Judge James B. O'Con-
nor was expected to rule to-
day whether the taped state-
ments could be admissible

in court.

Yesterday he  ruled
that the state had "clearly
shown" that the statements
were voluntarily made.

Laurens County Sheriff
Investigator Buddy Dan-
iels, Wheeler County Sheriff
Maurice Johnson and GBI
Agent Joe White testified
that they complied with re-
quirements of the Miranda
decision in giving the de-
fendants their constitution-
al rights at the time of the
arrests. Waivers of counsel
and other rights, signed by
the two women, were en-
tered as evidence.

QUINN, ACTING CITY
MANAGER

Jim Quinn, the city pur-

chasing agent, has been des-
ignated Dublin's acting city
manager on a 'very,very
temporary basis."
At the same time Council
set up an interview for Sat-
urday with a prospective
city manager candidate. The
applicant's name was not
revealed.

Moving to "nip in the
bud" ideas that Council
would take the same course
as it did when former City
Manager Ron McLemore
was appointed, Council put
several limitations on the
acting manager position.

Mayor Robert E. Co-
chran noted that some peo-
ple might consider Quinn a
part of the "old clique,” but
he emphasized that the ap-
pointment was "essential"
and "very, very temporary."

Quinn was hired by Mc-
Lemore and began working
under a Federal Emergency
Employment grant in Octo-
ber.

He has over 20 years ex-
perience in city government
and is said to be a possible
applicant for the full time
manager's job.

Alderman Buddy Adams
asked that Quinn not move
into the city manager's of-
fice since that might affect
"morale."

Council also stipulated that
the acting manager not cre-
ate any new jobs and that he
inform Council of any city
employees being dismissed.

LAURENS RETAIL
SALES OVER
$10 MILLION

Retail sales in Laurens
County in November last
year seem destined to set a
new record for the county,
having passed the $10 mil-
lion mark for the seventh
time, according to informa-
tion from the Division of
Research College of Busi-
ness Administration of the
University of Georgia.

Last year sales through
November were more than
$110,799,000, counting
the more than $10,762,000
sales of November. The sales
through  November,1975,
are within $4,000 of the to-
tal years sales of 1975 when
they totaled more than
$114,437,000.

Even if Laurens County
sales in December fall be-
low the $10 million mark,
the total for the year will ex-
ceed the total for 1975.The
Laurens sales in November
were the second highest for
the year, topped only by
the sales in September that
passed $10,894,000.

MAJOR TROPHY
WINNERS

At the Dublin Touch-
down Club Jamboree, the
major trophy winners were
these:

Best Offensive Back - Ed-
die Dominy

Coaches' Trophy - Bill
Pollard

Best Linebacker - Alan

Crabb

Best Defensive Lineman
- Stan Stanley

Best Offensive Lineman -
Steve Edwards

Dudley, Pollard, and

Stanley are Seniors; Crabb
and Edwards are Juniors;
Johnson is a Sophomore.
Alarge crowd, about 300
people, attended the fes-
tivities at the Dublin High
School Cafeteria and heard

a talk by Erskine Russell,
Assistant Head Coach and
Defensive Co-ordinator of
the University of Georgia
Bulldogs.

Allen Thomas, President

of the Touchdown Club, in-
troduced the speaker, who
praised the 1975 Irish squad
for their 7-3 record and
challenged the 1976 squad
to "win the State champion-
ship while Georgia becomes
the National college cham-
pion."
He also pointed out the
good work of the cheerlead-
ers and the role they play
in achieving a good football
program.

Three factors determine
the success of an athletic
program:

Having good talent with
desire, determination and
intelligence.

Great loyalty and sup-
port from the hometown
boosters.

Luck that comes your
way as a result of hard work
and a better than 100 per-
cent effort.

Miss Pearl Whitlock was
introduced, and she intro-
duced the cheerleaders.

Also recognized was Ce-
cil Pollock, Dublin High
School Band Director.

OUR MEN IN SERVICE

Ft. Benning, Georgia -
Army Sergeant Archie B.
Harville, Jr., whose par-
ents live on Route 7, Dub-
lin, Georgia, was promoted
to his present rank while
serving as a military police-
man with the 139th Military
Police Company at Ft. Ben-
ning, Georgia, December
10.

Sergeant Harville en-
tered the Army in June 1974
and completed basic train-
ing at Ft. Dix, New Jersey.

A 1959 graduate of Dub-
lin, Georgia, High School,
he attended Middle Georgia
College, Cochran, and Mer-
cer University, Macon. Be-
fore entering the Army,he
was employed as a police-
man in Forest Park, Geor-
gia.

His wife, Sergeant Joan
H. Harville, is also stationed
at Fort Benning, Georgia.

Crete, Greece - Army
Private First Class Artie B.
Holmes, 20, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest Holmes, Route
1, Dublin, Georgia, recently
took part in an annual ser-
vice practice (ASP) on the
Island of Crete near Greece.

Pvt. Holmes is a missile
crewman in Battery C 1st
Battalion, 32nd Field Artil-
lery in Hanau, Gearmany.

Pfc. Holmes is a 1973
graduate of West Laurens
High School.

DUBLIN THESPIANS
PLAN "ONE-ACTS"
Thespian Troupe 669
of Dublin High School will
present "A Night of One-
Acts" on Thursday, Febru-
ary 26, and Friday, Febru-
ary 27, in the Dublin Junior
High School Auditorium.

The curtain time each
night will be 8:00.

The three one-act plays
to be presented are

"Theatre of the Soul"

"Sorry, Wrong Number"

"The Invisible Dragon"

The first play of the eve-
ning will be "Theatre of the
Soul," which won first place
in Region and State compe-
tition this year.

The cast will be:

Chuck Hall

Jon Taylor

Fred Byers

Timothy Hurd

John Kisalus

Claudia Bannister

Lisa Kisalus

Diane Hammock

Dee Hammomd

The show will be direct-
ed by R. Lynn Wooddy.

"Sorry, Wrong Number"
will also be directed by R.
Lynn Wooddy and is the
story of an invalid woman,
played by Taffy Porter, who,
after getting a wrong num-
ber, overhears the plotting
of a murder.

She slowly realizes she is
to be the victim.

Others in the cast are:

Kathleen Amis

Angie Amis

Dorthea Williamson

Angela Graham

Calvin Jackson

Timothy Hurd

Craig Williamson

David Dixon

Mike Warren will direct.

"The Invisible Dragon," a
children's theatre comedy.

Willie Pittman is the sto-
ry teller with Ricky Hagler
and Judy Griner playing the
roles of King and Queen.
The princess, played by Lau-
ren Hall, thinks everything
is gloom until a handsome
dragon hunter appears.

Then she is very happy,
but the story teller, with the
help of the stage manager,
Cathy Hess, must produce
a dragon so the the Prince,
Rock Bussell, will remain in
the kingdom.

Others in the cast will
be Jeffery Lindsey, Charles
Clements, David Ratledge,
John Kibler, Betsy Frost,
Alan James, Eddie Roberts,
and Rhonda Hightower.

ENGAGEMENTS
Calhoun -Soles

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Cal-
houn of East Dublin an-
nounce the engagement of
their daughter, Melody Eliz-
abeth, to Danny Alvin Soles,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin
Soles of Rural Route 6, East
Dublin.

Miss Calhoun, a native
of Dublin, graduated from
East Laurens High school
and is presently employed
at Laurens Memorial Hos-
pital.

Danny is also a graduate
of East Laurens High School
and is employed by General
Motors of Atlanta.

The wedding will take
place on Sunday, March 14,
at the First Independent
Methodist Church, Claxton
Dairy Road, Dublin.

Formal invitations are
not being sent, but Danny
and Melody extend to all
their friends and relatives
a cordial invitation to share
this happy occasion with
them.

Details of the wedding
will be announced later.

Williams - Butler

Mr. and Mrs. James Cal-
vin Williams of Dexter are
proud to announce the en-
gagement and forthcoming
marriage of their daughter,
Deborah LaFaye, to Rich-
ard Nathan Butler, son of
Mrs. Jeanette Humphries of
Milledgeville and Mr. Har-
old Butler of Dublin.

Debbie is a graduate of
West Laurens High School
and will graduate in June
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By HARRIETT CLAXTON

from Georgia College in
Millegeville with an A.D. in
Nursing.

Ricky is a graduate
of Baldwin County High
School and is presently at-
tending Georgia College. He
is also employed at J.P. Ste-
vens in Milledgeville.

The wedding is planned
for Sunday, March 21,
1976, at Mt. Caramel Bap-
tist Church near Dexter fol-
lowed by a reception in the
home of the bride's parents.

All friends and relatives
are cordially invited to at-
tend.

NO OPPOSITION FOR
MAYOR

Foster C. Taylor will be
the only candidate for May-
or in the January 28 city
election while seven per-
sons are running for five
open council seats.

Taylor has been mayor of
Rentz since he won a write-
in vote last September to fill
the unexpired term of C.L.
Woodard.

Qualifying for the -city
election closed on Tuesday,
January 13, with five incum-
bents entering the race:

Billy Wyatt, operator of
Wryatt Sign Co.; Ralston L.
Davidson, owner of a cloth-
ing store; M.L. Knight, an
employee of Evans Cabinet
Company; J. Calvin Ford-
ham, operator of a septic
tank business; Jack Lind-
sey, farmer; W.C. Etheridge,
a county employee; Ann C.
Colter, employee of Laurens
Memorial Hospital.

Wryatt, Fordham, Knight,
Davidson, and Etheridge
make up the present City
Council.

The new mayor and
council will take office at the
first town meeting in Febru-

ary.

WEST LAURENS
HONOR ROLL

The Honor Roll for West
Laurens High School for the
First Semester 1975-76 fol-
lows:
Tenth Grade
Luticia Clark
Judy Clements
Michael Coleman
Alfred Daniel
Jeana Floyd

Nancy Harrison
Johannah Hickerson
Hank Hicks

Len McCook
Greg Lowery
Jimmy Lowery
Tim Horne
Robin Jones
Susan Kemp
Kenny Livecy
Randy Simmons
Ken Smith

Tim Smith
Cathy Snyder
Phillip Thomas
Bruce Weatherly
Cecilia Willis
Jeffrey White

Eleventh Grade
Gwen Alford

Roy Burch

Cathy Colter
Michaele Chappell
Tammie Clifton
Brenda Edmond
Gwen Jones
Tammie Manley
Hal Monroe
Sheila Murkerson
Denise NeSmith
Lisa Reinhardt
Donna Taylor
Bennie Self
David Snyder
Cathy Warren
Chandra Willis

Twelfth Grade:
Harry Boss
Charlotte Bracewell
Ann Bryan
Vinnie Bryant
Carolyn Coleman
Phillip Coleman
Shirley Coney
Kathy Fountain
Mike Fountain
Christi Gay
Jacqueline Hall
Michael Hooks
Brenda Howard
Jim Kemp
Randy Lindsey
Gary Lord
Ladonna Martin
Mona Miller
Mike Moore

D.C. Mullis
Denise Perry
Rusty Register
Lori Renfroe
Betty Ann Shaluta
Otha Stanley
Rebecca Thomas
Jeanette Torrence
Ted Waites

Ben Warren
Keith White

The Courier Herald
cordially invites you to a

reception in honor of

Harriett Claxton

Thursday, January 29th
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
@ the Dublin Carnegie
311 Academy Ave.

Join us and celebrate her lifelong
contributions to the community and
the legacy of 50 Years Ago and

85 Years Ago.




The Courier Herald

SPORTS

Tuesday, January 27,2026 - 7

County
champs...

Three in-town rivals competed for the final
time this regular season Thursday night as
they convened for The Laurens County
Championships at the Old West Laurens gym.
The host Raiders took first place overall, with
238 points, followed by Dublin, with 156.5,
and Trinity, with 19 (East Laurens was unable
to compete). Individual champs by weight
(shown at right, not in order) were West's Jarek
Giles (106), Luke Shepard (113), Sebastian
Rodriguez (120), Jayden Starley (132), Damien
Cummings (138), John Howell (144), Jonathon
McDonald (157), Braylen Robinson (165),
Zorian Willis (175), Jayden Watkins (190) and
Maxx Chafin (215), and Dublin’s Keymontae
Sanders (126), Dorian Carcamo (150) and
Domimarkeyo Walden (285). Dublin, Trinity
and West will all serve as hosts of region and
area traditional championships set for this
week and/or weekend/SPECIAL PHOTO

MORE WRESTLING: VIGMSAA CROWNS REGION CHAMPIONS

Before Thursday night’s all-county meet, the mats at the O.W.L. belonged to area middle schoolers competing for top spots in the MGMSAA region
championships. West Laurens, with 69 team points and 19 placers in the top three by weight, cruised to the overall title, with Swainsboro (34), Jeff Davis
(32), Dodge County (19), East Laurens (13) and Dublin (1) in pursuit. Region champs were WLMS’ Brody Faulk (70), Rhett Clanton (91), Bently Williams (98),
Tyler Howell (106), Phillip Howell (120), Aden Lindsey (126), Carter Moore (144), Antoine Tuten (165) and Joshiah Spencer (285), and ELMS’ Liam Oliver
(84). Below are scenes from several of Thursday’s matches...

SWOOPING IN: West Laurens’ Dracen Ussery pounces after taking Dublin’s
Andre Wright Jr. off-balance. He’d need only a few more seconds to complete
the pin for a victory in the 215-pound round-robin/CLAY REYNOLDS

TEAM PLAYERS: These East Laurens Middle School wrestlers (left) stayed glued to the action from matside each time they had
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SCOREBOARD

GIRLS HOOPS
Friday
East Laurens 77, Dublin 49
Hephzibah 65,
West Laurens 58
Trinity 57, Gatewood 47

Saturday
Dublin 57, Toombs Co. 46
EL 49, WL 35

BOYS HOOPS
Friday
EL 55, Dublin 30
Hephzibah 86, WL 54
Trinity 80, Gatewood 63

Saturday
EL 77, WL 62
Toombs Co. 51, Dublin 50

PREP
SCHEDULE

BASKETBALL
Tuesday
Harlem at WL/5 p.m.
Dublin at Jefferson Co.
EL at Washington Co.
Windsor at Trinity/6 p.m.

Friday
Dublin at Wheeler Co.
Jefferson Co. at EL
Trinity at
Central Fellowship/6 p.m.

CONTACT US:

Email sports information to
tchsports77@gmail.com, or
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 403
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a teammate competing. The support had to be valuable for JaKobe Morris as rallied for this pin (right) in the third period to
complete a comeback win over Swainsboro’s Vincent Green, and get the group fired up/CLAY REYNOLDS

WIN BY FAULK: WLMS coach Noah Garnto reacts as Brody Faulk pins East Laurens’ Sedrick Miller to nail
down first place in the two-member 70-pound weight division. After winning their earlier bout by 1-0
decision, Faulk held off a strong bid by Miller (who led by five going to the last minute of regulation of
this one) to force another rematch that would’ve been a winner-take-all/CLAY REYNOLDS

Carter Moore salts

away the last few seconds of his win, by 12-5 decision,

over Dodge County’s Terrance Brown - the first of his
two-match run to take first at 144 Ibs./CLAY REYNOLDS

Duke to reach the advanced

but Pastner was fired before

Cain leading charge for top-ranked Dawgs at Stegeman...

Christopher Blue Lo-
nergan Cain, Georgia’s 6-5
guard, functions with cagey
stealth, cunning defensive
acumen, and touch from the
three-point line, along with
competitive embers which
seem to burn more intense-
ly as the game goes on. His
name is a mouthful, and he
is often a handful in South-
eastern Conference compe-
tition. He is only satisfied
when his teammates raise
clenched fists that confirm
victory.

“Blue is part of his legal
name,” says Mike Mobley,
men’s basketball sports in-
formation director, one of
the most competent mem-
bers of the UGA Athletic As-
sociation staff. “His parents
named him for the colors of
his dad’s alma mater, Duke
University Blue Devils.”

Lonergan is his mother’s
maiden name which reflects
that the Cains are as family
oriented as the Brady’s and
the Cleavers. A roll call re-
flects that they all have Divi-
sion I pedigrees: Dad, Chris,
played golf well enough at

stages of the ACC and NCAA
championships. His mom,
Myriah, is a member of the
George Washington basket-
ball Hall of Fame, and sister,
Sophie, was a setter in vol-
leyball at Appalachian State.

They all thrive on compe-
tition, and it was a red-letter
day when Blue beat his dad
on the golf course for the first
time. On a family vacation
to Scotland last summer, fa-
ther and son took their clubs
and introduced themselves
to the famous courses where
the Open championship is
played each year. And some
of the lesser-known cours-
es that offer beauty, charm
and challenge. They have a
deep and abiding reverence
for the environs of “Old Tom
Morris.”

They always try to take
in the Masters in the spring,
treating the tournament like
a seasoned fisherman who
casts from sunrise to sun-
set. They simply can’t get
enough of the game.

Lately, however, Blue
has been helping Georgia

become substantial in SEC

competition.  His move-
ment on the court is quick
and deft. He gets in an oppo-
nent’s face more often than
Donald Trump. He plays
much taller than his pub-
lished height, and when he’s
on, he collects three pointers
as adroitly as any 6-5 guard
in the league.

When the competition
under the basket is keen-
est, there are a lot of elbows
and slings and arrows. Blue
enjoys mixing it up and can
hold his own. He can be
the aggressor and he often
makes salient and defining
plays coming out of the end-

less scrums which take place
on the court.

You might describe his
enduring facial expression
as being pensive, but he is
never without passion and
commitment. His anticipa-
tory skills are consistently
redeeming as he assesses
opportunity and then moves
with aplomb to the basket.
Fade away, accurate arch,
and the crowd is on its feet
with a resounding crescen-
do.

A Catholic kid who grew
up in Knoxville, Tenn., of
all places, Blue was headed
to Georgia Tech where Josh
Pastner was the head coach,

Blue enrolled. Disappoint-
ment segued into rapture.
The entire Bulldog staff
worked overtime to make
him feel at home in Ath-
ens. He came, he looked, he
stayed. He now feels that it
was somewhat providential.
“I couldn’t be happier than I
am here,” he says. “This is
a great place and the coach-
es are all outstanding. I love
being a Bulldog.”

He is helping UGA ele-
vate its basketball program
under the introspective Mike
White who underscores the
teaching element of his line
of work. Blue and his team-
mates are athletic. They can
make plays, they fight for
the ball, and they uplift the
sold-out crowds which have
become commonplace.

It is like the line from,
“Field of Dreams.” “Build
it and they will come.” Put
a selfless fivesome on the
court, a compatible group
proud to wear the “G” with
a competitive underscoring
of team effort and you have
something that brings a col-

lection of Dawg mania pro-
ponents to Stegeman night
after night.

“The Steg” is a cozy den
of energy, moxie and verve.
Occupants want to help
their team gain the advan-
tage, make it uncomfortable
for visitors and help basket-
ball resonate with the fan
base, a long-suffering core
that is now being fulfilled.

“'m so glad that Mike
White is leading the Dawgs
back to prominence,” said
former coach Tubby Smith
in town for the honoring of
the Sweet Sixteen team of
1996. "He is a fine coach
and his team is fun to
watch." How ‘bout that en-
dorsement!

If White keeps recruit-
ing players like Blue Cain,
“The Steg” will continue to
rock. The SEC, long known
for its football prowess, can
compete with the best at Dr.
Naismith’s game. You have
missed something if you
don’t watch the basketball
Dawgs raise a little “Cain” at
“The Steg.”
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NWLE releases second nine weeks honor roll

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

J.T. Dean, principal of
Northwest Laurens Ele-
mentary, announces hon-
or roll for the second nine
weeks.

Third Grade:  Griggs
Bennett, Walker Brantley,
Barrett Brinson, Mar’Kia
Brown, Ella Cady, Andie
Cannon, Raelynn Carter,
Peighton Carter, Joan-
na Chen, Caroline Collins,
Lylah Jane Crews, Laurynn

Daniels, Addison David,
Conne Davis, Charlotte Dor-
an, Josiah Duckworth, Eli
Figureoa, Raelynn Green,
Skylar Green, Anna Har-
din, Ava Hart, Kolbie Jo
Holmes, Anna Horne, Ko-
hen Keiser, Claire Knight,
Charlie Lewis, Latroy Lew-
is, Arjo Manalo, Wylder Mi-
chelsen, Emmie Moorman,
Savannah Mullis, Nova Ne-
Smith, Ryker Newby, Ken-
dall Olson, Kennedy Olson,
Isabella Patungan, Eliza-
beth Philips, Arianna Reyes,

Hadley Rowland, Kaden
Smith, Ace Stephans, Ev-
elyn Stover, Alaina Toney,
Chazten Willhouse, Ruger
Willhouse and Audrey Wil-
liams.

Fourth Grade: Desean
Adams, Cambree Anderson,
Paul Ballard, Lane Brad-
shaw, Nickolai Brantley,
Jonathan Campos, Emma
Cernin, Troy Clanton,
Huck Crawford, Rhyder
Crawford, Kennedy Daniel,
Claire Dean, Cutler Dob-
bins, Lydia Edwards, Abe

Flanders, Daniel Francis,
Addison Garrett, Landon
Graham, Holden Graham,
Kamille Graham, Prince
Green, Henry He, Ashton
Jenkins, Lottie Ladson, Ol-
ivia Mathew, Calah Mathis,
Violet McCorkle, JP Mimbs,
Logan Moore, Jonah Ne-
Smith, William Newsome,
Noah O’Neal, Owen Os-
burn, Olivia Powell, Jaid-
en Ricks, Kaylee Roberson,
Kerah Shannon, Weston
Smith, Noah Studstill, Ama-
ra Swint, Anna Kate Webb,

Isaiah Wells, Immi Wil-
liamson, Logan Womack
and Tyler Wood.

Fifth Grade: RJ Auten,
Norah Best, Raylen Chance,
Madison Chapman, Aubrey
Clark, Kate Collins, Cecily
Craft, Ryder Dowdy, Jan-
sen Finley, Morgan Green,
Promise Green, Mya Hall,
Tanna Rae Herring, Tanner
Sagie Holmes, Edan How-
ard, Sarina Jiang, Skylar
King, Witt Ladson, Ford
Lawhorn, Brooklyn Leigh,
Chloe Loftin, Cora Moor-

man, Joe Morris, Aarav
Patel, Jax Patel, Shlok Pa-
tel, Bent Patisaul, Camilla
Poole, Andrew Pritchett,
Jacie Shepard, Aerolynn
Sikes, Thomas Taylor, Lin-
coln Tevez, Chander Thom-
as, Ian Thomas, Malcolm
Vickers, Karson Weathing-
ton, Mason Wilcox, Hilton
Wilkes, Trindon Williams,
Ivey Rae Williamson, Carter
Willis, Eli Wright, Marshall
Wynne, Angelina Xiong and
Sophia Yanken.

ELES announced honor
roll for second quarter

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

East Laurens Elementa-
ry announces its honor roll
for the second quarter of the
2025-26 school year.

5th Grade Honor Roll

Melissa Barber, Jus-
tin Bennett Jr., Jayce Bry-
ant, Fisher Brown, Karson
Brooks, Trevorous Burch,
Mattie Bullard, Branch Car-
ter, Colby Chavis, Olivia
Clements, Kaleia Coleman,
Kennidee Dice, Lyric Ed-
mond, Lawson Fountain,
Tyrese Floyd, McKinley
Foskey, Josiah Fuller, Mag-
gie Garrett, Landon Green,
Luke Green, Kamryn Ha-
gans, Gregorrianna Hamil-
ton, Laney Henry, Ryleigh
Hobbs, Lexi Howell, Finn
Johnson, Roshoun Jenkins,
Ka’Liah Locke, Bryan Lo-
pez Secundo, Alayna Mayo,
Kailey McClendon, Hayden
Morgan, Selena Newsome,
Angel Orduna, Brayden
Palmer, Abram Pope, Bent-
ley Perez, Ace Rak, Jag-
ger Rozier, Madelyn Scott,
Khyson  Snead, Isaiah
Smith, Riley Smith, Demar-
ion Smith, Thomas Soles,
Logan Stanley, Ethan Stan-
ley, Holleigh Suggs, Jeremy
Tyson, Ariana Vasquez, Kris
Washington, Cayden White

4th Grade Honor Roll

Joshua Anderson, Sum-
merlyn Anderson, Kevin
Lopez Argueta, Thomp-
son Bass, Markese Bell,
Gavyn Brazil, Lillie Brown,
Mackenzie Brown, Rylan
Browning, Kyson Burke,
Journei Butler, Addison
Carter, Myer Carter, Carter
Cobb, Jayleigh Crabb, Me-
gan Crosslin, Chase Cuyler,
Scarlett Dixon, Christopher
Edge, Luke Edge, Olivia
Edge, Bentley Felice, Easton
Lampp, Mason Fulghum,
Daniel Franks, Antonio Giv-
ens, Maddie Graham, Reed
Greenway, Jackson Hergert,
Abby Haskins, Paul Hazley
Jr., Tevin Hightower, Lyric
Holt, A'miyah Horne, Adri-
an Ochoa Johnson, Dillon
Jones, Eli Jones, Janelle
Lewis, Knowledge Mack,

Donavon McCloud, Amad-
ilyn Melvin, Karter Morris,
King Morris, Alannah King,
Zyir King, Hunter Kilgore,
Haylee Kersey, Parker One-
al, Kennedi O’Neal, Keing
O’Neal, Kyler Phillips, Mer-
edith Phillips, Dominic Ro-
cho, Logan Rocho, Aubree
Rich, Journey Richter, C.J.
Scala, Ember Sapp, Lyndyn
Sasser, Shawn Schmittell,
Rayleigh Silvers, Camdyn
Smith, Robert Shumpert,
Antonio Surry Jr., Kye Stan-
ley, Jewel Stanley, Toni
Starley, Rodricquis Thom-
as, Juan Vega, Reese Waller,
Rylee Waters, Brently Webb,
Rayla Webb, Ethan Werner,
Carsten Whipple, Coleman
Wiggins, Tate Wiggins, Ta-
variah Williams, A’milyah
Williams, Will Wood.

3rd Grade Honor Roll
Shanairaca Adams, Saw-
yer Baggett, Kamiah Bell,
Thomas Bowler, Aiden
Brantley, Kiersten Burley,

Alaysia Carey, Jencarlos
Cavazos, Marley Coney,
Ja’Kyri Cooper, Kyndal

Couey, Alyssa Crabb, Aali-
yah Crouse, Rose Daniels,
Jax Deal, Destiny Dee, Na-
thaly Diaz-Perez, Lindsey
Durham, Abigail Edge, Mat-
thew Edge, Chloe Fortune,
Railei Fuller, Andre Greene,
Kinsley Howell, Chance
James, Ansley Johnson,
Brantley Johnson, Kensley
Johnson, Mason Johnson,
Keilan Lattimore, Isabella
Lopez-Salinas, Yender Lu-
cas, Brianna Lugo-Marro-
quin, Lovlee Mack, Jaden
Mallette, Roman McCain,
Royjeri McClendon, Maria
Mendoza-Hernandez, O’za-
riah Moore, Kendall New-
born, Kennedy Nix, Isaac
Otero, Lukas Outlaw, Walk-
er Padgett, Genesis Perez
Platero, Troy Powell, Sebas-
tian Ramirez, Carson Rios,
Stephen Rogers, Sakarius
Rozier, Aryan Ruiz Perez,
Rayleigh Scarborough,
Adalynn Scott, Emri Scott,
Adrien Shifflett, Amber
Smith, Luke Spivey, Aaron
Stanley, Payeton Tarver,
Rylie Thompson, Emma
Toole, Kamden Walker,
Kinsley Wilcher
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VA held

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

The Carl Vinson VA
Medical Center has an-
nounced the Sept. 30
graduation of its 2025
Emerging VA Leaders
leadership development
class.

Dublin VA’s EVAL
class prepares aspiring
leaders for advanced po-
sitions of responsibility
in the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs. VA
sponsors leadership de-
velopment classes like
EVAL to ensure seamless
transitions from one gen-
eration of VA managers
to the next and to under-
score the philosophy of
responsible stewardship
of governmental resourc-
es and its commitment to
serve to veterans.

The 2025 EVAL class,
which began training in
January, included an in-
terdisciplinary group of
twelve VA employees,
and involved a 9-month
training regimen that cov-
ered subjects as diverse as
management and leader-
ship principles, systems
improvement, financial
oversight, emotional in-
telligence, and public
speaking, with the guid-
ing ideals being superior

customer service and vet-

graduation for EVAL class

E.
; b,

Members of the Carl Vinson VA Medical Center announced its recent graduation of
Emerging VA Leaders leadership development class/SPECIAL PHOTO

eran-centered care. Partici-
pation in the EVAL program
also includes matching class
members with experienced
VA managers as mentors
who coach participants in
career enhancement.

According to Employee
Education Services super-
visor Wayne Nesmith, the
curriculum is designed to
prepare program partici-
pants for the future and to
empower them in their cur-
rent duties.

“The goal of our EVAL
class is to develop current
and future VA leaders who
will promote our ideals by
incorporating them into
their management practices.
Planning for VA’s future has

to be a continual process so
that we can ensure that we
are providing veterans the
best possible health care and
leadership training helps us
to do that,” Nesmith said.

Addressing the philos-
ophy behind the program,
Nesmith challenged grad-
uates to ask themselves a
question.

“Is the world better off
for what I am doing? Specif-
ically, are my veterans’ lives
better for what I'm doing?”

2025 EVAL graduates
include Kelsey Bryant, Ray-
nard Churchwell, Sequonah
Coleman, Zackary Fordham,
Decarla Jones, Joseph Lang
III, Rocky Ryals, Liz Schrad-
er, Shenellda Williams, Ken-

netris Wright, Kylie Wright,
and Latha Yatabe.

Interim medical center
director Lenearo Ashford,
who attended the gradua-
tion and listened to proj-
ect presentations from the
participants as part of their
training, was enthusiastic
about the chance to ensure
capable future leadership
for the medical center and
that the class emphasized
customer service as its fo-
cus.

“Now go forth and use
what you learned. Anywhere
you go, these skills will be
beneficial, and we certainly
hope that you continue to
use them for the benefit of
our veterans,” Ashford said.

A reader's theatre honoring Hub Dudley,
young MLK, and Civil'Rights leaders.
A community history:eventzopen to visitors and

locals of all ages and backgrounds.
ket
9. First African Baptist Church | February 7th, 2026 | 10 AM

>

Tickets are $8 plus fees.
nline advance tickets only

The Mount Tilla Baptist Church and the Ladies of Excellence
donated to WINGS recently/SPECIAL PHOTO
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Scan for Tickets | More Info at VisitDublinGA.org
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PEARLS BEFRE SWINE _ _BY STEPHAN PASTIS

Partner paying more to support man’s grandsons!

CELEHE e ST TIST | TEL SO IO e OB ca LR Y e,
TICKET. [F YOU WANT TO CALL ME || RIGHT THERE ON THEIR LITTLE Hp,;'_:Ts 1984 DEAR ABBY: I have been in DEAR SPIRALING: Please
| BALK.MY NUMBERS 707-S55-0140. |2 PHONEY PHONE. HARD/! ANYMORE. a relationship for seven years. accept my sympathy for the loss
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BY JIM DAVIS

My significant other, "Gabe,"
and I bought a home togeth-
er. We are also raising three of
his grandsons. I pay half of the
mortgage, utilities, food, main-
tenance and personal necessi-
ties. We both pay for our own

,‘5 '&_‘ '
o

\ &7

of your fiance. When someone
dies by suicide, survivors are
often shocked and traumatized.
You didn't mention if your fi-
ance suffered from depression,
job loss, a physical ailment or
some other condition that may

GARFIELD insurance, car loans and gas. have caused him to act out. If he
Abby, there are four of them was abusive to you, you did the

HOW'S THE SPECIAL? WHY IS THE THAT'S THE E PERMISSION and one of me. This means util- RIGHT thing by moving out.

( 'TEAE\T&MR'EE%‘ g ) MEAT GRAY? OLD PART! LTS%ESATK\?N%T ities and food are used more by This is nothing to feel guilty for.

ERBOARD

N5, Al Fighls Fesaves

Obdrioubsd ay Arelmeat Bob/sal Syl u

I DAveS 127

BY CHIP DUNHA

M

them than by me. I'm always af-
ter the boys to turn off the lights
when not in use and to shut the
doors after entering and leaving
the house. We live in Arizona,
so you can imagine electric bills
during the summer, especially
in a very large home.

Because Gabe earns more
money than I do, I have tried

By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

it Counseling is a reliable re-
source. Because these monthly
financial disagreements could
erode your relationship, please
consider couples counseling in

I'm glad you are receiving
counseling. Many survivors
have been helped by talking
things through with a licensed
psychotherapist. The American
Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion, established in 1987, lists
worldwide suicide bereavement
support groups as a public ser-
vice to loss survivors. It can
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living with him and his grand-
sons. Financial counseling
might help you to determine
what such an adjustment would
mean in terms of dollars. The
National Foundation for Cred-

the progress I was wishing I
could. Do you have any advice
for me and others who've gone
or are going through this? --
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THE Daily Commuter Puzzle vy stella zawistowski

ACROSS
1 Very dedicated

5 First Greek letter

10 __ -Alt-Delete
14 Extra-short skirt
15 Frasier Crane’s

11 1z 13

you hold:
AKJ76VA10930AQJ5%7

Right-hand opponent opens 2H,
weak. What call would you make?

A - Double is out with a singleton
club. Pass, 2S, and 2NT all have
flaws, but we like 2NT best.

Q 2 - North-South vulnerable, as
South, you hold:

AJT50650K75%AKQ53

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1A 2Q Pass ?
What call would you make?

A - You probably want to be in 3NT
if partner has a spade stopper, but
don’t bid 2S. That shows a heart fit.
Just describe your hand. Bid 3C.

Q 3 - East-West vulnerable, as South,
you hold:

AAQI06507640864%KS8

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH
10 Pass 10 1a

20 ?

What call would you make?

A - Many would have overcalled
with this hand. We applaud your
pass, but don’t go wild now. This
hand is worth an invitation, so bid 3H
to show that.

Q 4 - Both vulnerable, as South, you
hold:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
14 Pass 2NT* Pass

3O Pass 49 Pass
92

>;‘Game-forcing spade raise
**Shortness
What call would you make?

A - This hand has potential but leave
further adventures to partner. Bid 4S.

Q 5 - North-South vulnerable, as
South, you hold:

AQ87490QJ10708%A1094

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
INT Pass 2% Pass
20 Pass ?

‘What call would you make?

A - This hand is too good to invite.
Bid 3NT.

Q 6 - East-West vulnerable, as South,
you hold:

AAJ83VAKCQ8724Q106

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
10 Pass 10 ?
‘What call would you make?

A - Bid INT. That shows the same
thing even after both opponents have
bid. Some use the bid as a weak take
out, but what do you do with a good
hand like this?

(Bob Jones welcomes readers’
responses sent to Tribune Content
Agency, LLC., 16650 Westgrove
Dr., Suite 175, Addison, TX 75001 .)

SUDOKU

HEIELE 4
7 4

brother

16 Field of expertise

17 Dogs and gerbils,
often

18 Image Awards
group: Abbr.

19 Film composer
Rota

20 1966 film about
a Russian
physician: 2 wds.

23 Siegfried & ___

24 Heart chambers

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll leve
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

25 Connived ? 6 ’E 8 3 4 tshe n:omﬁnt you
29 Pay no attention al oz 53 &4 ﬂua e QM 30
to sharpen your
33 Factually correct &8 ee ez 3 8 pencil and put
34 Springboard sport |5 = =5 your sudoku
37 Golf standard 9 6 3 5 savvy 1o the test!
38 Leases Created by Stella Zawistowski a/l 9125 )
40 Make a selection g g 2
41 2010s President 4 Qarefully TttTe——Ty Tt Tt =TT
43 Store identifier: circumspect PlL|o|T E ) clL[Aa]D
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ISCOr
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phases. Once the elementary school is com-
pleted, and the staff and students are in the
new building, the old ELE school will be de-
molished. This will make a way for the new
ELMS athletic complex.

“Our facilities that we currently have for
the middle school are very old,” Hall said.
“I think that is obvious. This allows us to
be more in compliance of handicap accessi-
bility and things of that nature. The middle
school has been having to share and that has
created problems with practice times and
causes some kids to get home later. Now, we
have to try to schedule games accordingly.
Trying to schedule all of that can get very
tricky. We won’t have to worry about that in
the future.”

Later in the meeting, Janelle Butler, who
had been serving as the district’s federal
program director, was named as the new as-
sociate superintendent of elementary cur-
riculum and instruction. She will take this
new position on July 1. James Lawhorn,
who is currently serving in that position,

will move over to associate superintendent
for secondary education curriculum and in-
struction on July 1.

“It is good to be able to start this transi-
tion and put our team together,” Hall said.
“We want to move forward and keep up the
great work and build upon the good work
that has already been done, especially in
our curriculum and construction area.”

In other business, the board:

- Approved list A of the Laurens Coun-
ty Schools personnel recommendations for
certified staff members and administration
for the FY 2026-2027 school year. A list B
was approved for certified staff members.
Board member Kevin Malone abstained
from voting on this list because of family
connections.

- Approved the retirements of Laura
Cook and Carol Milton (both teachers at
Northwest Laurens Elementary).

- Approved the resignations of Austin
Powell, paraprofessional at West Laurens
Middle School and Laura Coleman and
Paulette Sellers, both food nutrition assis-
tant at WLMS.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 1,000 Strong Women, RISEUP and members of the Dublin High
School FBLA helped to put on the event/PAYTON TOWNS IlI

MLK DAY

Continued from page 1

years, helping and serving in all capacities
whether it is advocating for social justice
or uplifting our local community,” Walker
said.

“We also have enhanced our environ-

ment. We do something around building
our economic wealth as well. We educate
people about savings accounts and how to
manage their money, especially in a time
like this with the way the economy is the
way it is. As a sorority, we are happy to be
able to offer and bless the people in Dublin
we these kinds of services.”

I-16 PILEUPS

Continued from page 1

juries or complaints.

The first of what turned out to be four
overall wrecks began around 5:30 a.m.
Friday when a 2017 Toyota Corolla, driven
by Lasonya Laquin Edmond, 39, of Rentz
was heading east on I-16 in the right lane
near mile marker 37.

A 2016 Freightliner Cascadia, driven
by Mohamed Ahmed Ali, 31, of Eagan,
Minnesota had broken down and parked
on the right shoulder of the road out of the
travel lanes. The Toyota failed to maintain
lane, crossed the right fog line and col-
lided with the trailer of the Freightliner.
The Toyota eventually came to an uncon-
trolled final rest in the median.

Edmond was transported to FPH with
suspected minor or visible injuries.

Ali told GSP that his vehicle experi-
enced fuel/engine failure around 11:30
p-m. on Thursday, Jan. 22, which was why
it was parked on the shoulder of the road
with its emergency flashers on. He also
deployed reflective triangles in the road
behind his vehicle.

The second wreck occurred hours later
at the same crash site.

Around 7:49 a.m., a 2016 Mack, driven
by James Gerald Futch, 76, of Pembroke,

FEBRUARY 7, 2026
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Tuesday, January 27,2026 - 10

Members of the Laurens County Board of Education held a called meeting Thursday to
approve a contractor for construction on the Eastside. From left: Superintendent O.J .Hall,
board members Kevin Malone, Tony Johnson (chairman), Kenny Payne (vice-chairman),
Kathy Sweat and Jarvis Wilcher/PAYTON TOWNS Il

approached the Ali’s vehicle and also
failed to maintain lane, hitting the broken
down Freightliner. After the Mack con-
tinued to hit the left side of the vehicle, it
struck several small trees before hitting a
fence. Futch was not taken for treatment.

Around 8:05 a.m., three more vehicles
were involved in a wreck after traffic be-
gan backing up due to the first two crash-
es.

Joseph Ryan Chajkowski, 45, of Stone
Mountain, was traveling east in a 2023
Ford F-150. Donnavon Shane Edmond,
49, of Forsyth, was driving a 2019 Ford
Transit and Justin Deon Hill, 45, of Mon-
trose, was traveling in a 2018 Kenworth.
Both Edmond and Hill were slowing to a
stop because of the previous wrecks.

Chajkowski said he looked down for
just a second to grab his coffee when his
vehicle began to auto-brake. He looked up
in time to see his vehicle striking the back
of the Ford Transit.

Hill told a trooper that he began to slow
down in the left lane due to a crash ahead
of him. He was almost completely stopped
when he heard a crash behind him and
then felt the impact from the Ford Transit.

Chajkowski and Hill were not injured
while Edmond was transported to FPH
and listed with a suspected minor or visi-
ble injuries.

NORTH HOUSTON SPORTS COMPLEX
900 NORTH HOUSTON ROAD
WARNER ROBINS, GA 31088
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