
Local fur babies got in on 
the St. Patrick's Festival fun
over the weekend with the
return of the St. Pawtrick's 
Pet Costume Contest. 
Hosted by Pitt's Toyota, the 
annual spectacular pits 
pets decked out in their 
greenest against each other 
is a variety of categories 
including: smallest dog; 
longest tail; and best 
costume. The fan (and pet) 
favorite event raises money 
for the local Humane 
Society/KYLE DOMINY
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AWARD WINNERS: (from left, sitting) Cheryl Banks-Hightower (Dedicatory Salute), Ja'Mya 
Tinsley (Youth of the Year), Yakinni Martin (Youth Achiever) and Barbara Martin (Woman 
of the Year). From left, standing: Jamaryon Chapman (Youth of the Year), Rev. Winfred L. 
McCloud (Humanitarian Award), Jarvis Wilcher (Man of the Year), Rev. Cecil A. Moore Jr. 
(Pastoral Excellence Award), Rictavious McCloud (Exceptional Achiever of the Year) and 
Billy Boston (Senior Citizen of the Year)/HORACE AUSTIN 

Local residents honored at 
Black History Festival Awards
Governor hopeful Thurmond delivers keynote speech

 There were some surprises and many 
thanks during the awards portion of the an-
nual Dublin-Laurens County Black History 
Festival Community Committee Awards 
Banquet, while those in the audience also 
got to hear from one of the many politicians 
running in Democratic primary this fall. 
 Cheryl Banks-Hightower, the Rev. Win-
fred L. McCloud, Rictavious McCloud, 
Ja’Mya Tinsley, Jamaryon Chapman, 
Yakinni Martin, Barbara Martin, Jar-
vis Wilcher, Billy Boston and Rev. Cecil 
A. Moore Jr. were called up after Awards 
Committee Chairman Kerry L. Smith read 
a short bio on each award winner. 
 Hightower told the audience she had 
no idea that she was being honored with 
the 2026 Dedicatory Salute. She said she 
should have known something was going 
on with her family at the event.
 “God has blessed me from a little dirt 
road in Bibb County all the way to a paved 
road here Dublin,” Hightower said. “It took 

a whole lot of people to get me to this point. 
I couldn’t have done anything without my 
parents and grandparents. … I love being 
a prosecutor, because I love keeping the 

By PAYTON TOWNS III and HORACE AUSTIN
GTLN

Thurmond said the state and country must 
"get beyond the hyperpartisan politics"
/HORACE AUSTIN

streets safe for all of us. Thank you Dublin, 
Laurens County, for including me in your 
family.” 
 Rev. McCloud received the Humanitari-
an Award.
 “I am truly grateful to receive this hon-
or,” he said. “I am in awe. I want to thank 
those who touched my life, and those I have 
touched along the way. I also thank God, for 
without him, we can do nothing. May God 
continue to keep this committee and all of 
us working together for the purpose and the 
calling of Jesus Christ so that we can make a 

difference in this town where we live.” 
 Rictavious McCloud received the Excep-
tional Achiever of the Year award.
 “I want to give all thanks and honor to 
God,” he said. “He has truly done great 
things in my life. I know if he has brought 
me this far, he will certainly have me do 
amazing things in the future. I want to ex-
press my heart feelings for each of you who 
nominated me for this reward. Thank you 

AWARDS BANQUET
Continued on page 3

 One person is dead and 
another is in custody fol-
lowing a crash during a 
high-speed chase in Treut-
len County Friday morning.
 Officials say a vehicle 
fleeing Twiggs County dep-
uties avoided various at-
tempts to stop and shot at 
deputies’ vehicles before 
overturning in Treutlen 

County, killing a female 
passenger and severely in-
juring the driver.
 According to a release by 
the Twiggs County Sheriff's 
Office, on March 6 at about 
2 a.m., a deputy with the 
Twiggs County Sheriff's Of-
fice noticed a car parked at 
a closed gas station off of 
Sgoda Road. After running 
the car’s plates, the deputy 
discovered that the vehicle 
did not have valid insurance 

and began a traffic stop on 
the car, but after stopping 
briefly on the offramp, the 
suspect vehicle took off flee-
ing eastbound on I-16 at 
high speeds.
 Additional patrol dep-
uties and members of the 
Criminal Suppression Unit 
joined in on the pursuit mo-
ments later, when speeds 
were said to have reached 
approximately 130 mph.
 As the driver entered 

into Laurens County, mem-
bers of the Laurens County 
Sheriff’s Office joined in on 
the chase. 
 At one point, law en-
forcement attempted to use 
spike strips to stop the vehi-
cle, but the suspect avoided 
them and continued to flee.
 Deputies made the deci-
sion to perform a PIT ma-
neuver to end the pursuit 
safely; however, during the 
attempt someone in the 

car began to fire multiple 
rounds at deputies’ vehi-
cles.
 After entering into 
Treutlen County, the driver 
lost control of the vehicle, 
overturning after colliding 
with multiple trees. 
 The driver was ejected 
from the vehicle and, ac-
cording to the release, sus-
tained life-threatening inju-
ries. The suspect was taken 
into custody and transport-

ed to a local medical facility 
for treatment. 
 The female passenger 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene.
 Officials with the Twiggs 
County Sheriff’s Office say 
this remains an ongoing 
investigation with multiple 
agencies involved, includ-
ing the sheriff’s offices in 
Laurens and Treutlen coun-
ties and the Georgia State 
Patrol.

High-speed chase leaves one dead, one hurt
By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
GTLN

GONE TO 
THE DOGS: 
ST. PAWTRICK'S

 A man wanted for mur-
der in Laurens County 
was recently arrested in 
Wrightsville on unrelated 
charges. 
 On Feb. 14, Wrightsville 
police officer Logan Fahey 
was dispatched to a res-
idence on State Street in 
reference to a black male 
wearing a ski mask, wield-
ing a weapon. This was the 
only information dispatch 
was given by the caller. 
 Fahey arrived on scene 
in less than a minute and 
observed a male on the 

front porch, but he did not 
see a weapon. The man 
was not wearing a mask, 
but he did have something 
around his neck. There was 
also a car parked at the res-
idence. 
 The man walked inside 
when Fahey pulled up. Still 
unsure of the nature of 
the call, Fahey did not ap-
proach the house but stood 
behind his car door. During 
this time, he received word 
from dispatch that the 
caller was the resident of 
the house, but she was in 
Dublin with her daughter 

By DEIDRE LEDFORD
GTLN

 Qualifying ended at 
noon Friday, setting the 
field for this May’s primary 
election. While some know 
they will be in office for the 
next four years, others will 
be campaigning for a seat 
over the next two months.
 Brenda Chain, incum-
bent Laurens County Com-
missioner District 1, will 
face challenger Carolyn 
McCune in the Democratic 
primary. Voters in District 
1 only will be able to vote 
in this race, said Susan 
Rooks, election supervisor 
for the Laurens County 
Board of Elections & Reg-
istration Office.

 “I think I can facilitate 
the growth and progress a 
little bit better and better 
fit the needs of District 1 
and the community,” Mc-
Cune said.
 Chain wants to contin-
ue being there for the peo-
ple in District 1 and contin-
ue doing the right thing.
 “I feel good about qual-
ifying and running this 
race,” Chain said. “I feel 
like I’ve done a good job. 
but my job is not over. I am 
dependable, and I think the 
community knows what 
they will get if they vote me 
in for another term. I feel 
like I have experience, and 

Election field set 
as qualifying ends

Laurens murder suspect 
arrested in Wrightsville

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

QUALIFYING
Continued on page 3

MURDER SUSPECT
Continued on page 3
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 Coloring, Crafting, & 
Coffee on Monday, March 
16, from 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
in the auditorium. Take 
time to unwind and let your 
creativity flow. Bring your 
own craft or enjoy the li-
brary’s adult coloring sup-
plies. Coffee and tea provid-
ed.

Mechatronics Monday 
on Monday, March 16, from 
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. in the 
Learning Lab. Drop by your 
LEGO Technic lab every 
Monday. Build with LEGO 
gears, motors, and more!  
Learn coding, too. Ages 
8-plus recommended.

Children's Storytime on 
Tuesday, March 17, at 10:30 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. in our 
Children's Center. Join us 
for our weekly storytime 
where little ones can enjoy 
stories, dancing and crafts.

Homeschool Hangout 
on Wednesday, March 18, 
from 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

in the Auditorium. Meet 
other homeschooling fami-
lies and enjoy board games, 
puzzles and more! All ages 
welcome.

BUILD! on Wednesday, 
March 18, from 4 p.m. - 
5:30 p.m. in our Children's 
Center. For teens to tod-
dlers, it’s our weekly LEGO 
and Duplo building event

Intro to Computers & In-
ternet on Thursday, March 
19, from 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 
a.m. in the Learning Lab. 
Technology can be tricky—
but we’re here to help. This 
beginner-friendly class will 
help you feel more comfort-
able using computers and 
the internet. We’ll cover the 
basics and tailor the session 
to your needs. Bring your 
questions and let's learn to-
gether.

Art Night: Stress Ball on 
Thursday, March 19, from 
5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. in our 
Learning Lab. Teens are in-

vited to a cozy night of arts 
and crafts. Bring your own 
project or create something 
new. Supplies will be pro-
vided to make your own 
stress ball.

Storytime at the Irish 
Balloon Fest on Friday, 
March 20, from 5 p.m. - 
5:45 p.m. on the Dublin 
Civitan Fairgrounds. Join 
us as we kick-off the St. Pat-
rick’s Balloon Fest & Glow 
with storytime, crafts and 
a giveaway. Come and en-
joy this dazzling event with 
food vendors, live music 
and family-friendly activi-
ties.

AT THE LOCAL LIBRARY

THE LAURENS COUNTY BOARD 
OF EDUCATION will hold a work 
session at 5 p.m. on March 10. 
The agenda follows:
 - Call to order
 - Invocation
 - Pledge
 - Approval of agenda
 - Discussion:
 - Salary schedules part 2 and 
coaching supplements
 - Update board policy BCBI: 
Public participation in board 
meetings
 - Executive session
 - Personnel
 - Coaching assignments
 - Adjourn 

THE LAURENS COUNTY BOARD 
OF EDUCATION regular board 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. on March 
12. The agenda follows:
 - Call to order
 - Invocation
 - Pledge
 - Approval of agenda
 - School/staff/student recog-

nition
 - Clean School Award
 - Board room art - ELE
 - WLHS wrestling
 - SKILLS state winners
 - Revised board policy BCBI: 
Public participation in board 
meetings
 - Consent agenda
 - Audience participation
 - Executive session - person-
nel
 - Approval of personnel
 - Approval of salary schedules 
part 2
 - Approval of coaching sup-
plements
 - Approval of 2026-2027 
coaching assignments
 - Superintendent and board 
member comments
 - Adjourn

 THE HISTORIC REVIEW 
BOARD will meet at 5:15 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 18 in the 
Henry “Bud” Hicks Jr. Memorial 
Chamber.

OBITUARIES

NEWS DIGEST

Mar. 10
Logan M. Smith

Tenecia Plummer 
Smith

 Emily Dianne Fennell, 
66, passed away peacefully 
on Feb. 20, 2026. She was 
born on April 8, 1959, to the 
late Rev. Robert L. Fennell 
and Barbara T. Fennell.

Emily was a proud grad-
uate of ELHS Class of 1976. 
She was a faithful member of 
Garden of Prayer – Adrian, 
Georgia and she loved praise 
and worship and served in 
surrounding churches. Her 
love for the Lord was evi-
dent in every aspect of her 
life. A born-again Christian, 
Emily dedicated her heart 
and voice to worship and 
ministry, blessing countless 
lives through her faith and 
testimony.

Emily was most recently 
employed by Dublin Wom-
en’s Clinic. Throughout her 
career, she also faithful-
ly served at Dublin Medi-

Emily Dianne Fennell

Edwin Lee Higgs

 Funeral services for Ed-
win Lee Higgs Jr., 52 will 
be held at 2 p.m.  Tuesday, 
March 10, 2026, at Shady 
Grove Baptist Church, with 
interment to follow in the 
church cemetery. Dr. Curt 
Lysaker and Mr. Cameron 
Ricks will officiate.

Mr. Higgs was born July 
11, 1973, in Macon, Geor-
gia. He was the son of the 
late Edwin Lee Higgs Sr. He 
moved to Laurens Coun-
ty when he was 7 years old, 
making it his home for the 
past 45 years. He was a re-
tired self-employed general 
contractor. He was a devot-
ed husband and father. Mr. 
Higgs passed away Friday, 
March 6, 2026, at his resi-
dence.

Mr. Higgs is survived by 
his wife, Carla Dollar Higgs 
of East Dublin; a mother, 
Debra “Debbie” Higgs of 
East Dublin; a son, Cam-
eron Ricks (Margaret) of 
Dublin; two daughters, Ni-
cole Ricks (Kyle Hamilton) 
of East Dublin and Hannah 
Pernorsek (Matic) of Zalec, 
Slovenia; two brothers, Ja-
cob Higgs of East Dublin 
and Henry Higgs (Callie) of 
East Dublin; and 5 grand-
children, Ryleigh, Carleigh, 
Alle, Gage and Hayden.

Pallbearers will be Chris 
Dollar, Stan Dollar, Chris-
topher Dollar, Allan Higgs, 
Richard Higgs, Steven 
Hodges, Billy Elliott and 
Randall Tucker.

The family received 
friends from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. on Monday, March 9, 
2026, at the funeral home.

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the 
Online Register Book please 
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com.

cal Center, Department of 
Banking & Finance, Dublin 
Probation Office and Lau-
rens County Clerk of Court 
Office. She was known for 
her strong work ethic, kind-
ness and willingness to help 
others.

She was preceded in 
death by her father, Rev. 
Robert L. Fennell.

She left behind a legacy 
of love and devotion to her 
family. She is survived by 
her daughter, Erin (Chad) 
Bayles; son, Joshua Mad-
dox; mother, Barbara Fen-
nell Ussery; siblings, Vicky 
(Tony) Hinton, Sherri Bras-
well, Greg (Vonda) Fen-
nell, Nancy Warnock, and 
Margie (Arnold) Warnock; 
cherished grandchildren, 
Chance (Madison) Davis, 
Harrison Bayles, and Hud-
son Maddox; and her pre-
cious great-grandchildren, 
Gunner Davis and Kash Da-
vis.

Emily loved her family 
deeply and treasured every 
moment spent with them. 
Her life was a reflection of 
her unwavering faith, her 
servant’s heart, and her 
joyful spirit. She will be re-
membered for her beautiful 
voice, her steadfast love for 
the Lord and the compas-
sion she showed to everyone 
she met.

Her memory will forev-
er live in the hearts of those 
who knew and loved her.

Celebration of life ser-
vices for Emily Dianne Fen-
nell were held on Thursday, 
Feb. 26, 2026, at 2 p.m. Lo-
cation – Lighthouse Church 
of God – 315 Dewey War-
nock Road East Dublin, 
Georgia 31027.

Serenity Funeral Home 
– Dublin has charge of ar-
rangements.

Dublin Police 
Department

 - Tyshaun Rockell 
Crutchfield, 37, and Nike-
sha Renee Cobb, 50, were 
both arrested around 9:14 
p.m. on Feb. 21 at the in-
tersection of East Johnson 
Street and North Jefferson 
Street.

 An officer, who was as-
signed to the Crime Sup-
pression Unit, was pa-
trolling the area when he 
saw a white Acura passing 
the same area multiple 
times. The officer saw the 
woman drive away and 
made a turn without using 
a turn signal. 

 The officer conducted a 
traffic stop and made con-
tact with the driver. The 
officer, who was on the pas-
senger side of the vehicle, 
could not hear the driver 
due to the woman talking 
in a loud manner.

 A K-9 later alerted to the 
driver’s door of the vehicle 
and the front passenger 
door. During a search, mul-
tiple crystal-like substanc-
es along with a black scale 
with white powder residue 
was discovered. 

 Both were arrested for 
possession of methamphet-
amine with intent to dis-
tribute, possession of mar-
ijuana less than an ounce 
and drug related objects.

 - Neheem Mearidy, 17, 
was charged with posses-
sion of marijuana less than 
one ounce, around 2:12 
p.m. on Feb. 25 at the in-
tersection of Telfair Street 
and Grady Street.

 An officer was patrolling 
the area when he saw a man 

wearing a face mask riding 
a bicycle improperly on the 
road.  

 The officer had initially 
responded to that location 
due to a Ring doorbell alert 
reporting a man matching 
the bicyclist description in 
the backyard of a residence 
where he did not have per-
mission to be.

 The officer made con-
tact with the man, who was 
identified as Mearidy. The 
officer could detect the dis-
tinct odor of unburnt mar-
ijuana emitting from the 
man. When asked, Mearidy 
said he did have marijuana 
on him.

 He was arrested and 
transported to the police 
department where he was 
fingerprinted, issued a cita-
tion and released on sum-
mons.

 - Patricia Jordan, 67, 
was charged with shop-
lifting at Dollar General 
on South Jefferson Street 
around 3:05 p.m. on Feb. 
26.

 An officer responded 
to the store and met with 
Jordan. The officer discov-
ered that Jordan’s criminal 
history showed three prior 
convictions of shoplifting. 
The store manager said the 
woman was down the laun-
dry isle, stuffing laundry 

detergent in her bag.
 The woman took two 

containers of detergent in 
the amount of $15, which 
was recovered. Video foot-
age showed the woman 
concealing the two deter-
gent.

 Jordan was transported 
to the Laurens County Jail.  

Laurens County 
Sheriff’s Office

 - Alysha Hughes, 38, of 
Acworth, and Jack Daniel 
Roesler, 23, of Calhoun, 
were charged with fleeing/
attempting to elude a police 
officer for felony offense at 
the intersection of Highway 
441 and Buie Road of Feb. 
22. 

 - A deputy was dis-
patched to Lloyd Hester 
Road in reference to crim-
inal trespass around 6:30 
p.m. on Feb. 22.

 - On Feb. 20, around 
10:35 a.m., a deputy met 
with a woman at the sher-
iff’s office to talk about a 
scam.

 - A deputy responded to 
the sheriff’s office on Feb. 
19 in reference to a renter 
versus rentee dispute on 
Rex Miller Road around 8 
a.m. the day before.

 - Shots were fired 
around 5:40 p.m. on Feb. 
20 on McCord Road.

 - A burglary occurred on 
Lloyd Hester Road around 
9:58 a.m. on Feb. 22.

 - A deputy made a traf-
fic stop on a red Chevro-
let Tahoe in reference to a 
seatbelt violation at the in-
tersection of the 441 bypass 
and Claxton Dairy Road. 
This led to the arrest of Ter-
rance J. Smith, 42, who was 
charged with driving under 
the influence of drugs.

 - On Feb. 24, around 
1:30 p.m., a deputy met 
with man in reference to 
someone coming into his 
yard on Deerwood Circle.

 - Wyman Walker, 49, 
was charged with driving 
under the influence of al-
cohol at the intersection of 
Highway 29 and Oakwood 
Drive around 10:52 p.m. 
on Feb. 20. A deputy made 
a traffic stop in a 2008 
black Chevrolet Trailblazer 
due to his vehicle running 
a stop sign and failing to 
drive within a single lane.

 
 Editor's note: This in-

formation is public record 
and was taken from re-
ports of local law enforce-
ment agencies. These re-
ports do not reflect guilt 
or innocence. An "arrest" 
does not always indicate 
incarceration. Readers are 
cautioned that people may 
have similar names. Po-
lice Beat does not identify 
minor children, victims of 
sexual assault, suicide at-
tempts or medical condi-
tions. Cases dismissed do 
not appear if the newspa-
per is notified before dead-
line.

 What ever hap-
pened to the Bank of 
Dudley's dog, Dudley?

 The new St. Pat-
rick’s banners down-
town look great!

 Rob took my curly 
fries!

 The best ways to 
keep the streets safer is 
to enforce the speed lim-
its and quit wasting mon-
ey on worthless round-
abouts and buy more 
traffic lights.

 If the current 
school board wants to 
show us they are different 
then have the solar panels 
removed. Don't lie to us 
and tell it can't be done. 
Where are the panels that 
were on the board office 
roof?

 How is the GBI inves-
tigation coming along for 
the previous Dublin super-
intendent and the board of 
education? I hope that this 
is not swept under the rug.

 If I was a thief, that 
didn’t care, I would never 
steal from a church because 
I don’t want to make God 
angry.

 Maybe The Courier 
Herald needs to flex their 
freedom of information to 
get what somebody wants 
for the Jail Book. 

 Mrs. Lois L. C. Smith 
passed in Miami Gardens, 
Florida, Sunday, March 1, 
2026. Final rites are incom-
plete at this time, but will be 
announced later. Arrange-
ments entrusted to Wyche’s 
Funeral Home. 

www.wychesfuneralho-
meinc.com.

Lois L.C. Smith

Janie M. Fuller
 Mrs. Janie M. Fuller, 

97, and resident of Macon, 
Georgia passed March 7, 
2026 at her residence. Final 
rites are incomplete at this 
time, but will be announced 
later. Arrangements en-
trusted to Wyche’s Funeral 
Home. 

www.wychesfuneralho-
meinc.com.

BIRTHDAYS

POLICE BEAT...

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com



for all of the opportunities you 
have given me to grow person-
ally and as a servant. I have 
learned to think beyond myself 
to consider the needs of others. 
 "As I move forward, I prom-
ise to keep seeking growth and 
wisdom, leaning on the strong 
leadership on those who have 
guided me from the beginning 
until now.” 
 Smith said the Youth of the 
Year award came down to a tie. 
He announced Tinsley, a stu-
dent from Dublin High School, 
as the first recipient.
 “I’m really grateful for every-
one who supports and believes 
in me,” Tinsley said. “As Miss 
Black Dublin 2024 second-run-
ner up, and in the top 10 per-
cent of my class as a senior, I am 
thankful for the opportunities 
to represent and serve in my 
community. Thank you to my 
family, mentors and my com-
munity for always pushing me. 
Most of all, I thank God for his 
grace and protection in keep-
ing me grounded. Without him, 
none of this would be possible.” 
 Smith then called Chapman, 
student from East Laurens High 
School, as also receiving the 
Youth of the Year Award.  
 “This recognition means 
more to me than words can ex-
press,” Chapman said. “It rep-
resents not just my efforts but 
the love, support and trust of 
an entire community. I want to 
thank God for guiding my steps 
and giving me strength during 
challenges and blessing me with 
opportunities to grow. Without 
God none of this would be pos-
sible.”
 He also thanked his family 
and mentors.
 “This award is about con-

tinuing to make my community 
family proud,” Chapman said.
 Yakinni Martin was called 
up to accept Young Achiever 
award.
 “This is a honor that fills me 
with immense gratitude and 
pride,” she said. “To be recog-
nized by my own community, 
by people who have shaped 
me, supported me and inspired 
me means more than I can ex-
press.” 
 Yakinni called the reward 
a full-circle moment as she re-
called being a former Miss Black 
Dublin queen.
 “You have shown me so 
much support and gratitude,” 
she said. “I want to thank God 
and those who nominated me. 
This reward is a reflection of 
the strength, resilience and bril-
liance of our community. I want 
to speak to our youth. You are 
our future. But they can only rise 
if they are invested in, encour-
aged and given spaces like this 
to work. Events like this matter. 
This Black History Festival mat-
ters. So counting pouring in. To 
young people, your dreams and 
presence are valued.” 
 Barbara Martin was brought 
up to accept the Woman of the 
Year award.
 “I am truly speechless and 
truly honored,” she said. “I give 
everything to God. No matter 
the obstacles, I can achieve and 
I have achieved. I am just truly 
thankful for my family and my 
church family. I give everything 
in my whole life to be able to 
serve for the Lord. I can achieve 
and that is what I strive to do. ” 
 Wilcher accepted the award 
for Man of the Year by singing 
“To God Be the Glory.” 
 “God is truly the author and 
illustrator of all things,” he said. 
“I am truly honored to receive 

this reward. I appreciate the 
love, guidance and the disci-
pline my parents provided to 
my brother and I. To my village, 
which consists of my family, 
my extended family and church 
family, I truly thank you all for 
seeing in me what I sometimes 
did not see in myself. Though 
this award has my name on it, 
it is all of our awards. I am not 
who I am today without each 
and every one of you. Let us con-
tinue to uplift, serve and make a 
difference in our community.” 
 Boston thanked God for 
leading him on his journey, af-
ter he picked up the Senior Citi-
zen of the Year.
 “I am just trying to do some-
thing for somebody” Boston 
said. “I joined the military many 
years ago and I learned a couple 
of things. If you do what you are 
told to do, it will always come 
back to you. … For me to be able 
to receive this award, I know 
it means that somebody was 
watching me. I just want to say 
thank you.” 
 Moore, who has shared 24 
years with Brown Grove Baptist 
Church in East Dublin and Oak 
Grove Baptist Church in Wash-
ington County, said he was re-
minded that he was not there to 
preach.
 “I want to thank this dis-
tinguished committee,” said 
Moore, before thanking his 
family and both church families. 
“We could not be here without 
those folks thinking enough of 
me to select me for this. This is 
not because of who I am, but be-
cause of the grace of God, I am 
that I am.” 
 Smith ended the award por-
tion of the event by asking for a 
moment of silence to remember 
Lula Mack, a member of the 
committee who had recently 

passed away. 
 Earlier in the event, Chap-
man received a $1,500 from 
the Mother Ruby Dell Jefferson 
Scholarship.
 “I’m truly grateful for this 
blessing,” Chapman said. “I 
thank God for guiding my path.” 
 Just before the awards were 
handed out, speaker Michael 
Thurmond, a candidate for gov-
ernor, talked about growing up 
on a dead-end dirt road. Where 
he lived, he used an outhouse 
until he was 16. He said there 
were cotton fields all around.
 Thurmond called Dublin a 
big city compared to where he 
grew up, which was near Ath-
ens.
 “One of the things I want to 
be is an inspiration for young 
kids today,” Thurmond said. 
“Maybe not growing up in ru-
ral Georgia, but growing up in 
tough neighborhood where they 
may not have all the financial 
resources that they need.” 
 Thurmond wants people to 
know that he plans to make sure 
rural Georgia has a seat at the 
table in Atlanta. He said that 
through faith in God, and belief 
in hard work, it is not where one 
comes from but where they are 
going that makes the difference.
 “And I want to be that north 
star for this next generation 
coming behind you,” he said. 
“Politicians come, politicians 
go. God is still on the throne. 
I still believe in this nation. 
America has been and will al-
ways be the greatest nation 
on this earth. If we get beyond 
the hyper partisan politics and 
focus on what’s the best inter-
est of Georgians … I’m about 
standing in the gap, fighting for 
what’s right and believing that 
tomorrow can always be better 
than today.” 
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AWARDS BANQUET
Continued from page 1

Two injured 
in shooting

 Local law enforcement is 
investigating a shooting that 
sent two people to Fairview 
Park Hospital early Saturday 
morning. 
 According to Dublin Po-
lice Chief Keith Moon, offi-
cers responded to the area 
of Highland Avenue around 
12:15 a.m. Saturday follow-
ing a Flock Gun Shot Detec-
tion alert. Two people were 
discovered injured from the 
shooting. 
 They were treated and 
released from the hospital. 
It was determined that the 
incident happened at 109 
Zenith Street. 
 The Dublin Police De-
partment continues to ac-
tively investigate the inci-
dent and asks that anyone 
with additional information 
call (478) 277-5023 or Lau-
rens County 911.

STAFF REPORTS

QUALIFYING
Continued from page 1

I have been so successful as being a 
commissioner.”
 Kevin Tanner (District 5), along 
with Jimmy Rogers (District 4), will 
return for their third terms as com-
missioners.
 “I’m just overwhelmed that ev-
erybody has given me this chance,” 
Tanner said. “I’m glad they are 
pleased in what we are doing for us 
not to have any opposition. Being a 
commissioner is tough sometimes, 
but we try to keep those taxes down. 
That’s our main goal. When I first 
went in, my main goal was the tax-
es and county employees. I think 
we have good quality people in ev-
ery department, and we work good 
with our constitutional officers”
 Rogers believes his role as a 
commissioner is a calling.
 “I am very humbled, blessed and 
thankful,” said Rogers. “I have had 
the opportunity to not have some-
body run against me and the chance 
to go back in for another four years 
to serve the people of District 4 and 
Laurens County. God has put me 
there for a reason, and I am very 
blessed to serve. 
 "We have very good people who 
live in our county and a lot of posi-

tive things are going on in our coun-
ty to keep Laurens County strong. I 
am glad to be a part of it, and I am 
glad to be able to serve another term 
to hopefully keep Laurens Coun-
ty strong and find ways to keep it 
strong for many years to come.”
 Matt Hatchett, incumbent state 
representative for District 155, 
qualified for his ninth term and has 
been representing this area for 16 
years. Except for his first two times 
running for this seat, Hatchett has 
not faced opposition. He will face 
opposition in the Republican party 
against Cayce Cook. The winner of 
that race will face Democratic chal-
lenger Joe Powers in November. 
 The other contested local race 
will decide who fills the vacant 
seat for Ricky Harrison in the city 
of Dudley. Jennifer “Jenny” Taylor 
and Jay Powell qualified for this po-
sition. Rooks said only those living 
in the city of Dudley will be able to 
vote in this race. 
 “I had been thinking about get-
ting involved and running for a 
little while,” Taylor said. “One of 
our council members resigned and 
I didn’t have to think about it very 
long. It was just a good opportu-
nity to go ahead and get involved. 
We have gone to church at Dudley 

Baptist for 15 years and we love 
the community and love the neigh-
bors.”
 Powell said he wants to make a 
difference in Dudley.
 “There are few things in Dudley 
that I feel need to be addressed,” 
Powell said. 
 “The only way you can do that is 
by getting on the board.”
 Because of no opposition, the 
Laurens County School Board al-
ready knows who will be in those 
seats.
 “I’m excited,” said Kevin 
Malone, who represents county 
school District 4 for a third term. 
“I’m going back in unopposed for 
four more years, and I appreciate 
the trust that the community has 
in myself. I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to work with Dr. 
Hall and the wonderful team that 
Laurens County has put together to 
help work alongside them for an-
other four years.”
 Jennifer “J.” Stone will be the 
new face on the board. She faced 
no opposition for the seat current-
ly held by Kathy Sweat, who served 
three terms on the board. Earlier 
last week, Sweat announced that 
she would not be seeking a fourth 
term. 

 “She and I have been talking,” 
Stone said. “I had told her I would 
never run against her. She told 
me she couldn’t do it, but that she 
would help me anytime I needed to 
talk to her. She has been fantastic.” 
 Stone has been retired from 
teaching for two years and current-
ly works for RESA. She is a litera-
cy coach for RESA and remains 
involved in the new standards and 
what teachers must do. 
 "Obviously, I haven’t quite got 
it out of my system and I’m going 
back for more. The teachers that I 
have stayed in contact with were 
happy because they have someone 
on there who was in education and 
understands education.”
 The primary will be held on 
Tuesday, May 19. Early voting for 
this election will go from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. from April 27 to May 15 at 
the Laurens County Board of Elec-
tions & Registration Office, 117 E. 
Jackson St., Suite A. There will also 
be two early voting Saturday’s (May 
2 and 9) from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 If there is a runoff from these 
races, it will be held on June 16, 
Rooks said. The highest votegetter 
in the county commissioner race 
and city of Dudley race will win the 
seat in May.

and not at home. She had received a call 
from someone else advising her that this 
"masked man" had pulled a gun on the 
father of her (the homeowner's) child 
when he pulled up at the residence. The 
child's father immediately fled on foot, 
leaving his car in the yard with his keys 
and cell phone inside. He ran to a neigh-
bor's house and had them call the home-
owner.
 The man walked back out onto the 
porch and Fahey explained that someone 
had called the police to this residence. 
Fahey says the man, Lamontae Parks, 19, 
approached his patrol car and was acting 
strange, fidgeting and constantly looking 
over his shoulder. While the two were 
talking, a vehicle pulled up and four in-
dividuals, including the child's father, got 
out. 
 As the child's father approached, he 
and Parks began arguing. The child's fa-
ther stated that Parks had pulled a gun on 
him when he pulled up at the house. Parks 
complied with Fahey's request to pat him 
down to check for a weapon. No weapon 
was found but as Fahey was speaking with 
him, Parks spun around and struck Fahey 
in the chest and ran. Fahey ran after him 
and deployed his taser before Parks could 
get back onto the porch of the residence. 
After he was detained, the keys and cell 
phone of the child's father was found in 
Parks' jacket pocket. 
 The homeowner arrived on scene and 
gave consent for the house to be searched 
to see if a weapon could be located. No 
weapon was found inside the residence.  
However, Parks was still charged with 
theft by taking, entering an auto and ob-
struction of an officer, all felony charges. 
Deputy Jose Soto transported Parks to 
the Law Enforcement Center. 
 As Fahey was processing the charges 
on Parks, it was discovered that he was 
wanted for a murder charge in Laurens 
County. Fahey contacted a Laurens 
County investigator who confirmed they 
had been looking for Parks and were 
about to call in the U.S. marshals to help 
locate him. 

MURDER SUSPECT
Continued from page 1



My columns opposing 
the mining for titanium di-
oxide on Trail Ridge near 
our Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge have drawn 
a heavy reader response. Al-
most all of it supporting a 
permanent ban on mining 
in the area.

I also have received a 
rebuttal, asserting I have 
gotten my facts wrong. This 
from Drew Jones, a Charlton 
County commissioner. It is 
in Charlton County wherein 
Trail Ridge is located. Jones 
is also the nephew-in-law of 
Joe Hopkins, president of 
Toledo Manufacturing, one 
of the leading opponents of 
a ban. Hopkins is Toledo’s 
president. Drew Jones runs 
the company day to day.

Toledo Manufacturing 
owns 50,000 acres in Charl-
ton County, making them 
one of the largest landown-
ers in the county. Although 
he takes issue with the accu-
sation, Joe Hopkins is seen 
by supporters of a ban on 
mining as having outsized 
political influence in the 
state and being the prima-
ry reason legislation to ban 
such mining on Trail Ridge 
has gone nowhere under 
the Gold Dome, despite bi-
partisan efforts to pass such 
a measure through several 
legislative sessions.

Mr. Jones asked to give 
Toledo Manufacturing’s 
side of the story. I told him 
I would share his letter 
with you minus any snarky 
asides from me. You can 
make of his comments what 
you will. Here is the letter:

“Dear Mr. Dick Yar-
brough: Your recent column 
concerning mining near the 
Okefenokee National Wild-
life Refuge contains several 
assertions and implications 

regarding Toledo Manu-
facturing Company that re-
quire correction.

“To be clear at the out-
set, Toledo Manufacturing 
never advocated for Twin 
Pines Minerals to receive a 
permit, nor did we support 
mining absent rigorous, 
independent scientific re-
view. We have consistently 
advocated for objective, sci-
ence-based decision-mak-
ing carried out by qualified 
regulatory agencies, free 
from political pressure, 
whether that pressure seeks 
to force approval or impose 
a blanket prohibition with-
out evidence. That distinc-
tion matters, and your col-
umn does not reflect it.

“Property ownership ad-
jacent to a proposed project 
does not equate to support 
for that project. Our posi-
tion has been that decisions 
of this magnitude should 
be based on transparent 
studies conducted by cre-
dentialed experts without 
ideological or financial bias, 
not on reflexive opposition, 
campaign rhetoric or pres-
sure from interest groups 
on either side of the issue.

“You suggest that elect-
ed officials who advocate 
for regulatory review rath-
er than legislative bans are 
acting in bad faith. We re-
spectfully disagree. Com-
plex hydrological and envi-
ronmental questions should 
be resolved through empir-
ical analysis and scientific 
review, not political litmus 
tests. Decisions made oth-
erwise risk undermining 
public confidence and set-
ting concerning precedents.

“Your column also ref-
erences Toledo Manufac-
turing as having 'solicit-
ed' Chemours to mine the 

area. This characterization 
is misleading. Any men-
tion of Chemours has been 
purely hypothetical, in the 
context of public discussion 
about potential future land 
use, and not the pursuit of 
any project, partnership or 
mining proposal. Exploring 
theoretical possibilities is 
not the same as advocating 
for or advancing a mining 
operation.

“It is also important to 
recognize the broader con-
text. Across our nation, 
forestland ownership is 
becoming increasingly un-
profitable. Many owners 
earn less from timber today 
than they did 30 years ago, 
even without adjusting for 
inflation, while the costs 
of ownership have risen 
significantly. Private land-
owners continue to provide 
immense environmental 
benefits such as clean air, 
wildlife habitat, biodiversi-
ty and carbon sequestration 
while bearing the associated 
costs. We rarely see articles 
addressing this pressing 
issue, yet well-funded con-
servation groups and the 

media could make it a top 
priority. What you have 
written about for years is a 
symptom of the problem, 
not the problem itself. The 
general public may be ig-
noring the economic real-
ities of owning forestland. 
Without economic viability, 
these lands will eventually 
be converted to other uses, 
not out of greed, but out of 
necessity.

“Readers deserve ac-
curate reporting based on 
facts, not narratives con-
structed without input 
from those most directly 
involved. We encourage 
coverage that reflects evi-
dence, transparency, and 
the evolving nature of scien-
tific research. If current or 
future studies demonstrate 
that mining in or near the 
Okefenokee poses unac-
ceptable risks, then permits 
should not be issued. That 
conclusion should rest on 
evidence, not presumption.

“Toledo Manufacturing 
remains committed to en-
vironmental stewardship, 
property rights, and the rule 
of law. Those principles are 
not mutually exclusive and 
presenting them as such 
does a disservice to an is-
sue that deserves serious, 
thoughtful consideration. 
We hope this clarification 
reaches readers as broadly 
as your other columns.”

Drew Jones
Toledo Manufacturing 

Company, Inc.
Folkston, Georgia

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Georgia 
31139.
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OUR TAKE...

DAILY SCRIPTURE...

Share your opinion on current events, or topics covered in The 
Courier Herald by emailing us: tchnewsreporter@gmail.com

YOUR TURN:

"Expect the unexpected in the kingdom of madness!"

 - Macho Man Randy Savage

THOUGHT FOR TODAY...

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...
March 10, 2026 is... 
•Organize you Home Office Day
•Salvation Army Day
•US Paper Money Day
•Pack Your Lunch Day
•Mario Day
•Landline Telephone Day
•International Bagpipe Day

Laurens County is the third largest county, geograph-
ically speaking, in the state of Georgia. Driving from 
one end to the other is quite the trek, and some of our 
communities and pockets of population are not as easy 
to get to as others. 

This means that some of our residents, often the ones 
facing the most challenges economically, have to travel 
some distance for access to food and groceries. In fact, 
according to Mercer University's Rural Health Innova-
tion, nearly 20 percent of Laurens County's population 
has low access to food. That equates to about 9,400 
people who struggle to have healthy, affordable grocer-
ies at home. The center's data shows that less than 10 
percent of our population lives less than a mile from a 
large grocery store, while about 3 percent live more than 
10 miles away from such a retailer. 

This highlights the importance of maintaining 
existing grocery outlets and the benefit they serve to 
our community. Recently Sylvania-based B&T's Food 
Fresh purchased the struggling Food World store in East 
Dublin. The group has vowed to improve selection and 
prices, while being an active partner ensuring the area 
has access to quality food choices.  

Their choice to save the store could end up being 
more than just a smart business deal, but an action that 
will keep Laurens County from becoming a bigger food 
desert. 

– Kyle Dominy

By DICK 
YARBROUGH

Sylvania-based B&T's Food Fresh recently purchased the 
struggling East Dublin Food World/RODNEY MANLEY

 There is nothing like 
making plans to attend a big 
event.

 That was the situation 
my wife and I were in a few 
weeks ago when we were 
trying to decide what time 
we should head downtown 
to try to find a parking place 
for Pig in the Park. Normal-
ly, we would not worry too 
much, parking around city 
hall or maybe in a nearby 
church parking lot.

 But this year, the Down-
town Development Authori-
ty, who sponsors the Pig in 
the Park, brought in Will 
Moseley, which meant park-
ing was going to go fast. Boy 
did it ever go fast.

 As we drove through the 
downtown area, I could see 
people walking for blocks, 
heading towards the Mar-
ket on Madison. I decided 
to ride toward city hall, and 
if we didn’t see anything, we 
would go back and park at 
The Courier Herald office.

 I was about to head that 
way when my wife said she 
thought she saw one - if not 
two - parking spaces in front 
of Morris Bank. I glanced 
over and saw what she was 
talking about. Truthfully, 
I believed they had to be 
handicap parking.

 As we drove up to the 
front of the bank, I saw an-
other place that I or anoth-
er vehicle should have been 
able to park. Sadly, the driv-
er of a big truck parked over 
the line making it too close 
for someone to safely park. 
It seemed to have been one 
of those cases where some-
one either did not notice 
how far over the line they 
parked their vehicle or they 
simply just didn’t care.

 At 7 p.m., it really did 
not matter except for the 
fact that I could not put my 
car there. So I continued to 
the front of the bank where 
there were indeed two avail-
able places. And no, they 
were not handicap spaces.

 I backed our car in and 
we made our way to the 
show. The field in front of 
the stage was packed with 
people all there to see Mo-
seley. Just before the artist 
took the stage, my good bud-

dy Jackson Locke walked 
up. He was there to film the 
event for TV35. We ended 
up sitting in the pine straw 
in front of the stage. There 
really wasn’t much room 
between the crowd and the 
stage, so we took the space 
that was available.

 While he stayed the en-
tire show, I got some pic-
tures and my wife and I 
made our way back to our 
car as we wanted to beat any 
possible traffic jam.

 Speaking of traffic jams, 
that is something we do not 
have to be too concerned 
with here in our small town. 
We just have to maneuver 
our way through the small 
jams that happen Monday 
through Friday between 4 
p.m. and 5:15 p.m. or so. 

Some may know that down-
town gets backed up during 
those times, and inevitably 
someone not paying atten-
tion to the traffic light will 
block an intersection.

 While I understand that 
some may do this acciden-
tally, it is infuriating to be 
waiting to take your turn 
and you watch someone - 
who has been at the white 
line waiting to see if traffic 
moves for them to advance 
- at the last second hit their 
accelerator just enough to 
get to the middle of the in-
tersection and block it. This 
makes it where I cannot go 
straight, and by the time 
they clear the intersection, 
the light turns red and I'm 
stuck again.

 Of course for real traffic 
jams, one only needs to go 
north two hours to Atlanta. 
There was a time when traf-
fic in our capital city was not 
bumper-to-bumper at cer-
tain points of the day. Those 
are long gone.

 Almost 12 years ago, my 
family had a reunion in At-
lanta at my brother’s house. 
The idea was for everyone 
to go to an Braves game that 
evening. Since it was just 
my wife and I in our vehi-
cle, I figured we would ride 
with someone else to Turner 
Field.

 I was wrong. We ended 
up transporting my mother 

and niece, who was about 
eight at the time. Traffic 
picked up the closer we 
got to Turner Field. Traffic 
came to a crawl. I watched 
as a woman driving in a ve-
hicle next to me forced her 
way into a small almost 
non-existent hole in front of 
me.

 What made this worse 
was the backseat driving 
tips I was receiving from my 
mother. 

 “You just have to put 
your signal on and get over. 
They’ll let you in.”

 My wife turned the ra-
dio down, because for some 
reason when traffic gets that 
congested, it is easier to fo-
cus without music. 

 Almost 10 years later we 
returned to the metro area 
go to a Zach Williams’ con-
cert near Kennesaw. Traffic 
had not improved any. Even 
around 11 p.m. when the 
show was over, we were still 
crawling back to our hotel.

  My favorite time rid-
ing through Atlanta now is 
when somebody else is driv-
ing, or I am on a chartered 
bus. If I do have to travel 
through that city - or any-
where near it - I am so hap-
py to return to our town and 
remember the words said in 
“The Wizard of Oz” by Dor-
othy, “There’s no place like 
home.”
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Toledo Manufacturing gives its side of mining issue

Parking, traffic jams - my adventures in driving

By PAYTON 
TOWNS III

 "I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the 
swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, 
nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of 
skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all." 

–Ecclesiastes 9:11 (KJV)

Grocery store sale good for 
East Dublin, Laurens County
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GHSA GIRLS BASKETBALL SEMIFINALS

EL's O'Neal signs to play baseball at 
Alabama's Southern Union State CC

To the 'ship...
Lady Falcons topple 
T'ville to secure spot in 
finals; Elbert Co. awaits 
Friday at Coliseum  

A SIGHT TO BEHOLD: Danielle Lowther (foreground, right) got a moment to savor the winning feeling as a 
Thomasville foul with roughly 11 seconds to go created this short break in the action. The fifth-year East 
Laurens head coach was clearly a bit stirred as she looked up at the scoreboard and then around the arena 
where husband Dwayne (left) joined hundreds of other Falcon supporters in full ovation/CLAY REYNOLDS

 FORT VALLEY – There was a 
lot to take in during the last few 
moments of East Laurens' semi-
final victory Saturday night, as 
Thomasville finally conceded a 
late deficit that kept bouncing 
back to eight points despite its 
best efforts to gain any ground on 
a determined bunch of Lady Fal-
cons over the second half. 
 The Fort Valley State arena, 
with its seats surrounding the 
court on all four sides, made for 
a panorama of sights and sounds 
as the Bulldogs – with their fate 
all but sealed by a first of back-
to-back turnovers – backed off to 
allow East to dribble away most 
of the final time, bringing Falcon 
fans all over the building to their 
feet. 
 And though there were still 
11 seconds to play when Deanna 
Lowther drew an ineffectual foul 
to get back to the line, they could 
already feel it. 
 Smiles were on the face of 
every East Laurens player and 
coach as head coach Danielle 
Lowther, after pausing near the 
baseline with a satisfied round of 
applause in reaction to the play, 
walked all the way back up the 
bench with a high five for all who 
were seated. 
 She bowed her head in a mo-
ment of thought, then glanced 
behind the bench where husband 
Dwayne, beaming with just as 
much pride, was standing with a 
fist pumped overhead. To the left 
was an enthusiastic student sec-
tion and cheer squad, and across 
the gym the largest collection of 
Black and Gold in the building. 
And all were likewise soaking up 
every bit of the moment. 
 The pair of free throws missed, 
but it didn't much matter as 
Thomasville had a midcourt pass 
picked off seconds after returning 
the ball to play. That allowed a fi-
nal Deanna Lowther basket with 
two seconds left to make it a 55-
45 final score. 
 The buzzer sounded, and 

the Lady Falcons were officially 
headed to their first state cham-
pionship game in program histo-
ry. 
 After the customary hand-
shakes, East Laurens players 
were hard-pressed to keep their 
feet attached to the floor for lon-
ger than split seconds at a time. 
 The group ran immediately 
toward the end line where class-
mates were waiting to join the 
hooting, hollering and jumping 
up and down.
 There was probably only one 
thing that could have made them 
more excited.
 "This means no school on Fri-
day, right?" one front-row stu-
dent asked principal Keldrick 
Burke as he made his way to join 
the celebration. 
 He couldn't officially say yes. 
But working that out would seem 
mostly a foregone conclusion 
with the Lady Falcons scheduled 
to play No. 12 seed Elbert County 
for the state's top prize bright and 
early at 1 p.m. in the Macon Coli-
seum. 
 The conversation about how 
to make sure all of the Eastside 
can make it up there in support 
with Laurens County Schools Su-
perintendent O.J. Hall, who was 
right behind him on his way to 
the tunnel, could wait until after 
both had a chance to catch up 
with the team and join in perhaps 
a half dozen different photo ops. 
 Amid all of it, you only had 
to read the facial expressions of 
Coach Lowther – who seemed 
just a little overcome with emo-
tion – to get an idea of just how 
meaningful all of this was. 
 "I'm at a loss for words be-
cause it just feels so good," she 
said with a long pause. "Practic-
ing since October, coming down 
to our last game next Friday. It's 
a good feeling." 
 The last time an East Laurens 
basketball team made it to the 
Coliseum was 2008, when the 
Falcon boys, led by head coach 
Jimmy Williams, finished state 
runner-up to Wesleyan. 

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

 Their girls, before a ground-
breaking 2025 season, had never 
reached a Final Four. This East 
Laurens team, building on last 
year's success despite losing three 
key seniors, has returned to win 

the region 2-High A title again, 
and more games in the process of 
getting back, and further. 
 Now, there's only one piece of 
history left to make. 
 "It really does feel good, be-

ing the first, I think, to really go 
to a state championship," Coach 
Lowther said. "I'm just so happy 
for my girls." 
 This defense-dominated game 
was the type in which the Lady Fal-
cons (27-4, 13-2 region 2-High A) 
have thrived all season, though it 
took a much different course than 
those during the first three rounds 
in which they were able to effec-
tively press their opponents out of 
the building before halftime. 
 Rather than going all-out with 
the full-court heat, they were much 
more selective with when and how 
they confronted the ball out of a 
mixture of different defenses. 
 East Laurens spent most of the 
first half in a 2-2-1 zone look – 
closely related to the "diamond" 
that's been their recent standby in 
the opposing backcourt – before 
matching up man-to-man once 
within the key. Later, the press 
mostly came off, and with the ex-
ception of some occasional traps, 
the Lady Falcons retreated to half-
court 1-3-1 and 1-2-2 zones before 
finishing the game back in their 
original man. 
 Though the results were a mixed 
bag the whole way, they were able 
to consistently reciprocate the pes-
ky play of Thomasville that made 
the game so hard-fought. 
 "Our defense wasn't work-
ing," Coach Lowther said. "People 
weren't getting in spots and all 
the other stuff, so we had to figure 

GOING TO THE MAC: Lady Falcon players celebrate on the court just after 
the final buzzer of their semifinal win over Thomasville to advance to the 
first state championship game in program history. They will play Elbert 
County Friday afternoon in the Macon Coliseum/CLAY REYNOLDS

LADY FALCONS
Continued on page 6

Crazy 8ths: Baker's walk-off 
wins Raiders' third-straight 
with Appling to end in extras

BASEBALL ROUNDUP...

 The past three seasons, 
there's just been something 
about the recent baseball ri-
valry between West Laurens 
and Appling County that's 
consistently produced ex-
citing games, and extra in-
nings. 
 The teams, going back 
to a 2024 matchup in Bax-
ley decided on an infamous 
walk-off infield fly, have 
needed eight of them to de-
cide a winner in four of their 
last five meetings. 
 Thursday's in Dexter, to 
open another home-and-
home here in 2026, became 
a third-straight following 
the two that exceeded regu-
lation in last year's split. The 
Raiders once again evened 
their extra-inning record in 
the series as Grant Baker 
poked one through a hole at 
short in the bottom of eight 
to win the latest thriller 5-4.
 The teams are sched-
uled play again at Baxley's 
"Graveyard" on April 13. 
 Cason Pollock sliced a 
single right up the middle to 
lead off the inning, and J.J. 
Giles – in some redemption 
after popping out on a sac 
bunt attempt earlier – got 

one to slide all the way up 
the first base line to move 
him to second. 
 Luke Shepard took over 
as courtesy runner before 
back-to-back intentional 
walks loaded the bases for 
Baker with one out, and the 
senior went the other way 
for his first hit of the ball-
game to push him home. 
 West Laurens was out-
hit 8-7, but drew 11 walks 
that stretched out sever-
al key innings for Appling 
County pitchers Kaden 
Walls, who went four in the 
start, and Landon Ander-
son, who took the loss. 
 The visitors held the ear-
liest lead, but the Raiders 
scored a run per the first 
three innings to tie and take 
two turns on top. Appling 
County answered Raider 
runs with ones of its own 
in both the fourth and fifth 
to tie with hits, followed by 
fielders choice RBIs. 
 But West Laurens start-
ing pitcher Kolby Clark con-
tinued his solid work from 
recent starts, striking out 
seven with a nasty curve-
ball before being relieved by 
Brycen Milton with one out 
in the seventh. 
 The progressively more 

impressive freshman south-
paw inherited Appling's 
fastest baserunner in Braye 
Brown at first, and before 
throwing a pitch, picked 
him into a rundown. Walls 
squibbed a two-strike single 
to keep the inning going, but 
it ended quickly enough on 
a ground ball. Milton came 
back to get all three swing-
ing in the Pirates' eighth in-
ning side. 
 Cohen Cardwell and Ca-
son Pollock singled twice 
each. 
 Clark and Nathan Hester 
also added hits, with J.D. 
Hogan picking up an RBI 
via sacrifice fly. 
 The exciting victory, the 
Raiders' third in a row, took 
their record to 11-1 overall, 
after a makeup game in Au-
gusta Wednesday got their 
region mark to 6-0. 
 Last week's pair of games 
followed three – two wins 
and a loss against some top 
statewide competition – the 
previous weekend at Em-
erson's Lakepoint Complex 
at the Georgia Dugout Club 
tournament. 

 When you've got tools as a high school 
baseball prospect, there will always be a 
place to put them to work at the next level. 
 For East Laurens outfielder Konner 
O'Neal, that shot to prove himself playing 
college ball will come next year at Ala-
bama's Southern Union State Community 
College. 
 The Falcon senior, who's shown some 
worthy and projectable hitting, defensive 
and baserunning talent in four years as a 
starter, signed with the Bison on Feb. 11. 
 "It's great," O'Neal said. "I always 
dreamed of it as a kid. I always told my 
mom and them that I was going to play ball 
at the next level."  

 His 2026 season is already off to a solid 
start. Through seven games as of last week, 
O'Neal's seven hits and three RBIs were 
good for a .368 batting average, in the con-
tinuation of some career-long production 
that's helped carry the East Laurens lineup 
since he broke in as a freshman. 
 Numbers in the books since his sopho-
more season in 2024 have his all-time av-
erage at .456, with 10 home runs and 44 
men driven in, plus 21 stolen bases. 
 Though O'Neal's ability has made him a 
leader for the Falcons on the field since the 
moment he first stepped on, his experience 
has more recently turned him into a "vocal" 
one who's respected around the clubhouse. 

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

O'NEAL
Continued on page 6

BISON-BOUND: Konner O'Neal made his commitment to play baseball at Southern Union 
State Community College during a ceremony Feb. 11/CLAY REYNOLDS

From STAFF REPORTS
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GIRLS HOOPS 
Saturday

East Laurens 55, 
Thomasville 45 

BASEBALL
Friday

Dublin 9, Washington Co. 8
EL 18, Central Macon 1

Trinity 10, David Emanuel 0

GIRLS SOCCER 
Friday

WL at ACE Charter
(no score reported)

BOYS SOCCER 
Friday

WL 2, ACE Charter 0

BASKETBALL
Friday

GHSA Finals 
(Macon Coliseum)

East Laurens (girls) vs. 
Elbert Co./1 p.m. 

BASEBALL
Monday

Johnson Co. at Dublin
/5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
West Laurens at Westside 

Augusta/5:30 p.m.
EL at Dodge Co.

Gatewood at Trinity/6 p.m.

Wednesday
Dublin at Jefferson Co. 
(doubleheader)/4 p.m.

Thursday
Morgan Co. at WL/5:30 p.m.

Friday
Westside at WL/5:30 p.m.

Dodge Co. at EL
Trinity at Gatewood/6 p.m. 

SOCCER
Monday

FPCA at Trinity/4 p.m.

Tuesday
Aquinas at WL

Dodge Co. at Dublin
Robert Toombs at Trinity
Washington Co. at EL/5 

p.m. 

Thursday
Bulloch at Trinity 
(boys)/4:30 p.m.

Windsor at Trinity 
(girls)/6:30 p.m.

Friday
Dublin at EL

Westside Augusta at WL/5 
p.m.

TENNIS
Tuesday

WL at Richmond 
Academy/4 p.m.

Thursday
CCA at Trinity/3:30 p.m.
Hephzibah at WL/4 p.m.

Friday
Trinity at Gatewood

/3:30 p.m. 

PREP

SCHEDULE

SCOREBOARD

CONTACT US:
Email sports information to 
tchsports77@gmail.com, or 
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 110

something else out. We've 
been practicing different 
defenses, because we knew 
we were going to get against 
a team that was going to be 
prepared for our defense, 
and we just kind of mixed 
it up, wanted to throw them 
off a little bit, and then try 
to go back to what we were 
used to." 
 Though some big 3-point 
shots by Jameria Bing (who 
scored 12, and 10 in the 
second half) were a major 
part of East's second-half 
advantage, what once again 
carried the day in the grind-
ing matchup was the pro-
duction and rebounding 
of Deanna Lowther and 
Garyunna Mitchell inside. 
 Lowther scored 20 and 
pulled 13 boards for a dou-
ble-double. Mitchell added 
six points, all in the second 
half, and led the way on the 
glass with 19 re's out of the 
team's 45. 
 The pair did battle with a 
couple of comparable forc-
es in the Thomasville front 
court: 6-foot forwards Har-
mony Bryant (the Bulldogs' 
top scorer with 24 points) 
and Ma'khia Banks (whose 
total was only two, but had 
an important impact on de-
fense and the glass). 
 Some strong post moves, 
soft touch around the bas-
ket and a great sense for 
backdoor cutting opportu-
nities made Bryant the big-
gest mismatch. 
 As for the guards, East's 
Zahmaria Robinson, with 
10, DeAndrea Lowther, add-
ing four, and Alasia Wig-
gins, sinking a key first-half 
triple, also chipped in on the 
offensive end. Thomasville's 
other two averaging dou-
ble-figures on the season 
– sophomore Jayla Brooks 
and freshman Justyce Cole 
– challenged with their 
open-court speed to score 
10 apiece, but never caught 
fire.  
 The rims and sight lines 
seemed a bit unfriendly for 
both teams as shooters ad-
justed to the depth of field in 
the college gym. Neither ap-
peared more uncomfortable 
than a stretch of the second 
quarter when the game's of-
fense ground squarely to a 
halt, and the teams seemed 
to mostly idle in place until 
the Bulldogs put together 
a closing run to cut what 
was a 10-point deficit down 
to only two, 23-21, by the 
break. 
 But while the Lady Fal-
cons' top shooters even-
tually got a feel – finding 
their stroke amid a key run 
in both the first and second 
halves – Thomasville's nev-
er got anything consistent 
going in their mid-to-long 
range game. 
 An 8-point dead heat 
preceded East's big breakout 
for 10 unanswered points 
between the end of the first 
quarter and start of the sec-
ond. Deanna Lowther com-
pleted a 3-point play and 
Wiggins bookended a stop 
in the middle with her 3 for 
a six-point edge after one. 
Coming back, DeAndrea 
Lowther hit back-to-back 
jumpers to stretch the lead 

to 18-8 before confidence 
deteriorated. 
 It didn't return immedi-
ately, as Zahmaria Robin-
son hit some bad luck with 
two guzzlers involved in her 
1-for-3 sequence on a tries 
in a row to start the third. 
 But East Laurens even-
tually punched its way 
through the deadlock with 
the second of those major 
swells starting with a Mitch-
ell second-chance buck-
et around the five-minute 
mark, and a big Bing 3 to 
take its lead to 34-23. 
 Bryant, scoring ear-
ly from the low post, had 
Thomasville's only bucket 
in the first six minutes of 
the second half. But she'd 
singlehand a 4-0 run to 
break the drought just after 
the lead had made it back to 
double digits. 
 Bing answered right back 
with another triple – this 
one from steps beyond col-
lege range – to swell the 
lead back to nine. 
 Brooks hit Thomasville's 
only 3 with seven seconds 
to go, and the Bulldogs 
capitalized on an East Lau-
rens turnover-turned-foul 
by splitting a pair of free 
throws to set themselves up 
for a run at it in the fourth 
quarter, down 35-30 as two 
Falcon free throws failed 
just before the buzzer. 
 But East Laurens opened 
the fourth on a 5-0 run, 
powered by Bing and Rob-
inson, to re-establish con-
trol and get the 'Dogs play-
ing catch-up the rest of the 
way. 
 The Lady Falcons ulti-
mately outscored them 32-
24 in the second half.  
 "It was just the extra ef-
fort, the extra heart, the ex-
tra hustle that kind of got 
us a lead, got us putbacks 
every now and then, a steal 
every now and then. Jamer-
ia hit couple of big 3s at key 
points in the game. Dean-
na got some rebounds and 
putbacks and Gary came 
out and got more aggres-
sive and had more energy," 
Coach Lowther said. "It was 
just a collective team effort 
in regards to just trying to 
finish the drill." 
 Thomasville's Cole and 
Bryant combined for six 
field goals that were just 
enough to remain within 
striking distance. But the 
Bulldogs mostly broke even 

until reaching a now-or-
never moment with roughly 
three minutes to go. 
 Neither team had 
blinked in an exchange of 
two field goals each – East's 
from Lowther and Mitchell 
– to set the lead at 44-34. 
 But after getting a crit-
ical stop, the Lady Falcons 
hit a momentary lull. 
 They were a second late 
clearing midcourt against 
the Thomasville press, 
and turned it over with a 
10-second violation. Duel-
ing turnovers followed, and 
Cole scored back-to-back 
Bulldog baskets around an 
official timeout to clean up 
after someone in the stands 
accidentally tossed a drink 
onto the floor. 
 Thomasville took a time-
out to regroup after cutting 
the number to a manage-
able six, 44-38, but paid the 
price for respecting anoth-
er Bing 3 from way out at 
the top of the key that hit 
bottom to undo most of its 
progress. 
 The score was 47-38, and 
then a free throw competi-
tion commenced. 
 Thomasville's Bryant got 
one to cut the number back 
to eight. Mitchell responded 
with two on the other end, 
and it was 49-39. 
 After that, the Bulldogs 
embarked on another 4-0 
run as Brooks and Cole 
both split traps to get them 
within six again, 49-43. And 
another timeout was called 
with 1:44. 
 East Laurens didn't lose 

its focus. 
 The Lady Falcons tried 
an ambitious pass or two on 
a possession whose goal was 
to work the clock, and nar-
rowly avoided a turnover or 
two to get it in the hands of 
Robinson for a shot against 
contact with 1:18. This time, 
she got the roll and the 
whistle. 
 And though the extra 
point was no good, East's 
lead was back to eight, 51-
43. 
 Bryant hit a turning bas-
ket to respond. But once 
again, the Lady Falcons 
mirrored the score on an-
other time-consuming pos-
session, as Deanna Lowther 
found a blind spot in the 
Thomasville D, got the ball 
and drew a foul to reach the 
line. 
 She knocked down both 
free throws to return the 
lead to eight, and Thomas-
ville didn't score again. 
 East Laurens took its 
time enjoying the celebra-
tion in the hallway before 
eventually moving to the 
locker room, packing up 
and heading for the bus. 
 But Coach Lowther's 
mind went straight back 
to business as soon as the 
interviews and photo ops 
were complete. 
 The scouting work on 
Elbert County (22-8, 7-5 
region 8-High A) would be-
gin almost as soon as they 
pulled back into the East 
Laurens High School park-
ing lot later that night. 
 "We've still got work to 

LADY FALCONS
Continued from page 5

'BOOM, BOOM, BOOM!': Jameria Bing brought the heavy 
artillery with three really long 3-pointers in Saturday's 
second half. Eastside students and cheerleaders were right 
on cue with their customary sound effect as this one put the 
Lady Falcons up by 11 in the third qaurter/CLAY REYNOLDS

OUTREACH EFFORT: Garyunna Mitchell climbs above a 
couple of contenders, including her own tough-to-outjump 
teammate Deanna Lowther, for a second-half board that 
was one of a team-high 19 in Saturday's game/CLAY 
REYNOLDS

do," Coach Lowther said. 
"I'm fixing to go request film 
when I get in the gym."

HOME STRETCHES: Zahmaria Robinson (left) and Deanna Lowther (right) extend for shot 
attempts in the last minute that helped the Lady Falcons put away their late lead. Robinson 
finished after a foul to get it to eight and earn an and-one opportuinty, and Lowther drew 
another for a couple more at the line as Thomasville's comeback hopes dwindled with the 
remaining time/CLAY REYNOLDS

 

"He's always led by ex-
ample. You couldn't have 
asked for any harder work-
er as a player," Falcons 
head coach Vic Thigpen 
said. "He's been working for 
three years now. Everything 
he's got, he deserves." 
 Southern Union State's 
athletic complex is housed 
on its main campus in Wad-
ley, Alabama, though the 
school also has satellite lo-
cations in both Opelika and 
Valley – none of the three 
more than a half-hour drive 
over the Georgia line from 
LaGrange. 
 O'Neal first got connect-
ed with the school via social 
media during his process of 
sending off highlights, and 
Bison head coach Tucker 
Willard was one who re-
plied with interest. 

 He hopes to springboard 
the opportunity into a 
chance to play a higher level 
of ball down the road. 
 "I'm looking forward to 
just getting out there and 
competing, and taking it on 
higher," O'Neal said, "doing 
my two years there and con-
tinue on." 
 What he's shown 
throughout high school, 
if he continues to develop 
it, should be highly recrui-
table. 
 And Thigpen believes it's 
not just demonstrated abil-
ity to hit the ball hard, and 
far, but some equally at-
tractive speed, arm strength 
and physical upside that 
have the opportunity to 
open some more doors in 
the future. 
 "He's got the speed and 
the size," he said. "His best 
days are ahead of him."

O'NEAL
Continued from page 5

WL 4, Franklin Co. 3
 Clark's 11 strikeouts, 
more courtesy of a fast-
ball-breaking ball com-
bo that caught some eyes 
around the facility, were 
the headline of a massive 
first win to open up the Fri-
day, Feb. 27 portion of the 
GDC event. 
 He also walked four, 
but held Franklin County 
to only three hits in a com-
plete-game effort, nailing 
down the win after a tying 
and go-ahead run hit the 
board for the Raiders on 
the RBIs of Pollock and 
Cardwell in the bottom of 
the sixth. 
 Clark walked the lead-
off man, but came back 
to get the next looking on 
strikes, then popped out 
and grounded out the next 

two for the final outs. 

Alexander 11, WL 4 
 The Douglasville-based 
Cougars hit up a storm... 
piling up 17 knocks against 
two different West Laurens 
hurlers on the morning 
side of Saturday's twin bill. 
 The Raiders had a 
healthy 10 themselves, 
and scored the game's first 
three runs, but just couldn't 
keep up after the floodgates 
opened in the third inning. 
They countered with only 
one as Alexander rattled 
off its entire total (five 
runs unearned) in the last 
five, with Matthew West-
brook and Ethan Williams 
coming up with three hits 
apiece. 
 

WL 9, Heard Co. 6 
 The Raiders out-hit the 
Braves 9-5 in their Satur-

day-afternoon rebound, 
with Cardwell's two for a 
pair of RBIs leading the 
way. 
 Hogan, Hester, Clark, 
Tripp Mascaro, Buck Shep-
herd and J.J. Giles had one 
apiece. 
 

WL 7, ARC 0  
 The Raiders scored 
three in their half of the 
first, then didn't put up any 
more until adding one in 
the fifth. Three more fin-
ished it off in the seventh. 
 ARC, though in it the 
whole way, wasn't going 
anywhere on just four hits 
against Coleman, who 
pitched the complete game, 
struck out 11 and walked 
only two. 
 Hogan and Mascaro, 
each with two hits and an 
RBI, led the way at the 
plate. 

RAIDERS
Continued from page 5

Classifieds

Employment

SANITATION SUPERINTENDENT

The City of Dublin is accepting applica-
tions for a Sanitation Superintendent.  
The candidate will perform respon-
sible supervisory and administrative 
work in planning and directing refuse 
collection and disposal for the City’s 
sanitation operations. Work involves 
planning, organizing, training, and 
supervising employees engaged in 
refuse collection, hauling and disposal.  
Responsible for organizing work crews 
to prescribed schedules and assuring 
that all routes are covered adequately. 
Work involves the supervision of a 
number of crews who are engaged 
in laboring and equipment operation 
and entails extensive public contact, 
often under trying circumstances 
that require considerable tact and 
diplomacy. Work is performed under 
the general direction of the Public 
Works Director and is reviewed largely 
through conversation, inspection of 
operating records and evaluation of 
public comments. 
 Applicants must have a valid Geor-
gia commercial drivers license, high 
school diploma or General Equiva-
lency Diploma (GED), and four (4) 
years of related work experience in 
supervising laboring crews and san-
itation organizations and operations. 
Successful applicant must pass a 
drug screen. 
Salary range is from $54,904.31 - 
$85,101.69 and will be based on ex-
perience. An extensive fringe benefit 
package including health, dental and 
life insurance is also offered. 
Applicants may apply online through 
our www.cityofdublin.org website until 
position is filled. The City of Dublin is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

PART-TIME RANGER

The City of Dublin has an opening for a 
team member with a positive attitude and 
initiative.  A part-time Ranger for the River-
view Golf Course is needed. Patrols the golf 
course property; performs lining up, clean-
ing, gassing and storage of golf carts; and 
maintains the driving range, e.g., picking up 
balls, cleaning them and returning, along 
with baskets, to the Pro Shop. Serves as a 
public relations person on the course. Work 
is performed under the direction of the Golf 
Course Superintendent. 
Applicants must have a valid driver’s li-
cense. The successful applicant must pass 
a drug screen. Starting salary is $13.52 an 
hour.  Applicants must be available to work 
on Saturday and Sunday.
 Applicants may apply online through our 
www.cityofdublin.org website until position 
is filled. The City of Dublin is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

Real Estate

For Rent/Lease

For Rent: 2 Bedroom House. Locat-
ed on Nathaniel Drive in E. Dublin. 
$1,500/month. $1,500/deposit. 478-
304-1386

For Rent: 3 Bedroom House in E. 
Dublin. $950/month. $900/deposit. No 
Pets. 478-304-1386

Houses for Rent: 2 bedroom $1,050/month 
and 2 bedroom $725/month. No Animals; 

References required
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEPHAN PASTIS

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY CHIP DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

Observer thinks woman is lying about medical condition!

DEAR ABBY: I have an 
acquaintance, "Tina," who 
I believe is fraudulently us-
ing her GoFundMe fund-
raising webpage. A close 
friend of hers set it up a 
few years ago to assist with 
medical bills related to a 
rare form of cancer that 
will never fully go away. 
When the page began, Tina 
was soliciting donations on 
Facebook and sending text 
messages to remind every-
one to donate. Later on, 
when she and her husband 
went out of town for sur-
gery, they posted about it as 
if it were a vacation. 

 Recently, she has had 
some legal bills for an un-
related matter, and a year 
a�er her last medical do-
nation, she received a he�y 
donation that matched the 
amount of her legal bills. 
I suspect the person who 
donated the money was 
duped into believing Tina 
had another large medical 
bill, but she used that dona-
tion for her legal expenses. 

 On top of this, Tina has 
opened a new fundraising 
page with a sob story about 
her cancer returning and 
being hospitalized about a 
week before that request. 
Abby, I know full well Tina 
was healthy as an ox at the 
time, was not in the hospi-
tal and probably set this up 
to create a smokescreen to 
protect her malicious in-
tentions. Now I keep won-
dering if I should report it, 
or if I'm better o� minding 

my own business. -- NOT 
ADDING UP IN FLORI-
DA

 
DEAR NOT ADDING 

UP: If you sincerely think 
Tina has been abusing her 
GoFundMe page, report 
it. �e process is not di�-
cult. �ere is a noti�cation 
button at the bottom of the 
page that can be pushed to 
alert its "Fraud Squad" that 
something shady might be 
going on.

     
   

 DEAR ABBY: I've been 
married to the same man 
for nearly 50 years. We 
raised a sweet family, had 
successful careers and nev-
er strayed from each other. 
For the last 20-plus years, 
I've had little or no desire 
for sex. I understand it 
medically as well as emo-
tionally, but Hubby doesn't 
get it at all. He thinks we 
should be like we were back 

in the '70s and '80s. 
 I'm happy for senior 

couples who engage in 
healthy sexual relation-
ships. I am just no longer 
into it and, honestly, also 
not interested in taking 
medication to "enhance" 
me. What's wrong with a 
man taking something to 
"unenhance" himself? I 
know the biblical duty God 
gave for procreation, hence 
100-year-old men fathering 
children with young wom-
en. �e balance has never 
been BALANCED. 

 Yes, I had a hysterecto-
my 20 years ago. A�er that, 
I lost all interest, yet Hubby 
still had needs. Some are 
met; many are not. It is now 
a BIG issue. I'd like to sail 
peacefully through the next 
10 years, if I have that long. 
I'd like him to �nd happi-
ness, too. Is it crazy to di-
vorce over such an age-old 
need for a man? -- HAPPY 
THIS WAY IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA

 
DEAR HAPPY: "Cas-

trating" your husband is 
not the answer. If you two 
can agree on an arrange-
ment that will bene�t both 
of you, it would be emo-
tionally and �nancially far 
less disruptive than a di-
vorce. 

     
   

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

PLUGGERS BY JEFF MACNELLYZIGGY BY TOM WILSON 



TEACHERS AND STUDENTS
 Teachers, do you want us to visit your classroom next? Students, do you have 

artwork, poems or stories you want to submit for possible publication? Email us at 
read@courierheraldtoday.com. 

KIDS' CORNERKIDS' CORNER
Vol. 002 | A fun page for kids from The Courier Herald

Brought to you by Dublin-Laurens County

Class of the week: Mrs. Watson's 2nd graders at East Laurens Primary
Herald the Hound made his 
first stop visiting students 
around Dublin-Laurens 
County, dropping in to see 
students at Mrs. Kristin 
Watson's second grade class 
at East Laurens Primary 
School. The students were 
read a story by Courier 
Herald staff member Kyle 
Dominy, who shared one of 
his favorite books, "Stuck" 
by Oliver Jeffers, before 
learning about the 
newspaper and how it 
serves the 
community. The kids asked 
great questions and are 
excited to be featured in 
this week's Kids' Corner
/CONNIE ADAMS

Reading the newspaper, and books too, helps improve 
language skills and general knowledge. Mrs. Watson's class 
proved to be great readers.

Engaging in a puzzle also helps boost brain function, and Mrs. Watson's second graders 

made short work of last week's games. 
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