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'He was important ...’

Laurens woman shares story of son’s overdose death
with U.S. Senate committee to support xylazine bill

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

A Laurens County wom-
an urged the U.S. Senate
on Thursday to pass a bill
cracking down on the ani-
mal tranquilizer that con-
tributed to her son's death
from a drug overdose four
years ago.

Kimberly Shiver attend-
ed the U.S. Senate Judiciary
Committee meeting in sup-
port of the Combatting Illic-
it Xylazine Act, a bipartisan
bill to address the dangers
of the highly toxic sedative,
known as "trang," that is of-
ten mixed with fentanyl or

synthetic street drugs and
has caused a nationwide in-
crease in fatal overdoses.
Shiver said her son, Ja-
son, a 32-year-old father of
four, died from an acciden-
tal overdose in May 2022.
"We live in a town that
has a population of less
than 50,000. Fentanyl and
xylazine wasn't discussed
by anyone," she said in a
statement to the commit-
tee. "There was no support
from local and state offi-
cials in regard to drug edu-
cation, good rehabilitation
programs or community
involvement. Our DA office
wasn't on the same page as

our law enforcement.

“The system is broken,
we need reform and over-
sight in the correctional,
judicial and rehabilitation
programs. We need exten-
sive education and drugs-
off-the-street  incentives.
Law enforcement needs to
work closely with the court
system. Compassion needs
to be taught to and demand-
ed by law enforcement and
prison workers."

The act, introduced
by Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman Chuck Grass-
ley (R-Towa) and Sen.
Catherine Cortez-Masto
(D-Nevada), seeks to classi-

fy xylazine as a Schedule III
narcotic while also protect-
ing access for veterinarians
and farmers. Xylazine is not
currently listed under the
Controlled Substances Act
and is accessible online for
a relatively low price.

In 2024, 13 states re-
ported 150 or more over-
dose deaths in which xyla-
zine was detected, including
almost 900 in Pennsylvania
and more than 700 in New
York.

"This drug is dangerous
because it’s a cheap way
to cut other deadly drugs
like fentanyl and heroin,"
Grassley told committee
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Jordan Shiver (left) with his mother and sister. Shiver died
in 2022 from an accidental overdose of drugs that included
the animal tranquilizer xylazine/SPECIAL PHOTO

members. "Dealers use it to
maximize drug profits at the
expense of human lives. The
data tells a harrowing story.
.. It's why we're here today."

To combat opioid and
fentanyl overdoses, authori-
ties have sought to make the

drug Narcan, which revers-
es its effects, more readily
available. However, Shiv-
er said, it would not have
saved her son.

DRUG BILL

Continued on page 3

City council plans to
look into ordinances
on nuisance issues

By PAYTON TOWNS IlI

Senior Reporter

CLEARED
FOR TAKEOFF:

With winds calm and
skies clear, conditions
were ideal on Friday

Dublin's mayor and city council members promised
last week to examine ordinances to tackle nuisance situ-
ations pestering residents.

The response came after citizen Jacqueline Denise
Jaudon-Wright stood before them, and with obvious
frustration in her voice, spoke about a situation where
her husband’s property was broken into recently.

“I'm crying because I am very angry,” said Wright,
who is usually upbeat and happy when she addresses the
city council. “There is only so much that our city man-
ager can do about the situation that is going on at the
corner of South Church Street and Telfair Street.”

Wright and her husband have lived in a house in that
area for 10 months. She said they have invested more
than $4,000 worth of security equipment.

“My husband is very angry because someone went
into his man cave and stole his lawnmower,” Wright said.
“Now we have to put private property and no trespassing
signs out. It’s ridiculous that people have worked hard
to have something nice and we can’t live in a city and re-
spect other people’s area or territories. Every day some-
thing is going on on that street.”

She said the problems are coming from a homeless
shelter started by a man in that area.

“I don’t feel safe,” Wright said. “It’s a nuisance, a bad
nuisance. I would like to see us come together as a city
and have crime watch where people can call in to a num-
ber and report what they see where we can get these der-
elicts off of the (streets). Soon school is going to be out,
and when that happens there is going to be a lot of gang
activity on the Southside. I hope as a community, we can
come together and get this mess cleaned up.”

Dublin Mayor Joshua Kight did not hold back his
frustration about Wright’s situation. Kight walked to
school when he was a child. In the evenings, he would
walk to the library and back to home.

“Every child in our town deserves to have that op-
portunity to be able to walk down the street safely,” the

CITY COUNCIL
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and Saturday for the

St. Patrick’s Festival

Irish Balloon Fest &
Glow at the Civitan Club
Fairgrounds. Pilots and
passengers took flight
over Laurens County,
while less adventurous
patrons stuck to teth-
ered rides — or stayed
grounded altogether
and enjoyed the balloon
glow after dark/RODNEY
MANLEY

FLEX winners: Local students rewarded
for starting, running own companies

By PAYTON TOWNS IlI

Senior Reporter

A West Laurens High
School student won a
$5,000 prize in the initial
Laurens County FLEX pro-
gram Friday afternoon.

Jazzel Diggs, owner of
Sands of Time Jewelry and
a senior at West Laurens
High School, broke out into
a big smile when she real-
ized judges had awarded
her with first place for her
business, which is a compa-
ny that designs and creates
custom beach-themed jew-
elry products.

“This is crazy,” Diggs
said moments after accept-
ing her check. “I can’t even
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think right now. I'm so hap-
py and excited to be moving
forward.”

Paiden Rozier, a fresh-
man at Trinity Christian
School, took second place
with his business called
PlanPal, which sells cus-
tomized student planners.
He received a $2,000 check.

Shane Stribling and Ar-
mani Williams, both seniors
at Dublin High School, came
in third with their company
Drift Guard, which focus-
es on customization and
repairs of video game con-
trollers. They picked up a
$1,000 check.

Sara Kolbie, director of
the Dublin-Laurens Coun-

INDEX

ty Chamber of Community
Foundation, believed the
judges had three tough fi-
nalists to pick a first place
business.

“They were all different
businesses,” Kolbie said. “I
think they showcased the
imagination of our com-
munity and also the hard
work these students have
put into it. They not only
had to write their business
plan, they actually had to
start this business, get out
there, start getting custom-
ers, making sales and make
those financial pieces work
out.”
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Jazzel Diggs, owner of Sands of Time Jewelry and a senior at West Laurens High School,
speaks during Friday’s Rotary Club meeting. Diggs was judged as Laurens County’s first
FLEX winner/PAYTON TOWNS lii

X-perience) program is a
hands-on entrepreneurship
initiative which gives high
school students a chance
to start and operate a real
business while learning
about leadership and busi-
ness skills, Kolbie said.
During Friday’s Dublin

Rotary Club meeting, the
business owners had to give
a presentation about their
businesses in front of judg-
es. All of the owners showed
a short commercial explain-
ing their product before
they took the microphone
and explained not only what

they were selling but also
how much in profits they
had made.

Diggs’ idea for her busi-
ness began with a beach trip
with her family. She wanted

FLEX WINNERS

Continued on page 3
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Hazel Hamilton

Funeral services for Ms.
Hazel Hamilton, 90, of Dub-
lin, Georgia, will be held at
11 a.m. on Friday, March 27,
2026, in the Dudley Memo-
rial Chapel at the Dudley
Funeral Home in Dublin.
Dr. Willie L. Edmond will
officiate. Interment will fol-
low in the Dudley Memorial
Cemetery. The family will
receive friends at the Funer-
al Home from 10 a.m. until
the funeral hour on Friday.

Ms. Hamilton was born
on Thursday, May 23, 1935,
in Dublin to the late Deacon
Fred Hamilton Sr. and Ra-
chel Coates Hamilton. Other
deceased family members
include her son, Ricky Ham-
ilton, siblings, Rose Maude
Baker (Isadore), Fred Ham-
ilton Jr., James Hamilton
(Catherine), Helen W. Col-
bert (Bennie), and Eugene
Hamilton.

Early in life, Hazel joined
the William Grove Baptist
Church under the pastor-
ate of the late Rev. D.D.
Edmond. She was an active
member of the church’s Ush-
er Ministry and remained
active until her health no
longer afforded her the op-
portunity.

There was nothing that
Hazel enjoyed more than
leaving a message for fam-
ily members to stop by af-
ter work for a scrumptious,
home-cooked meal.

After being confined to
Dublinair Healthcare and
Rehab Center for several
years, she entered into eter-
nal rest on March 20, 2026,
at Fairview Park Hospital
in her hometown of Dublin,
Georgia.

She leaves to cherish her
memories to her daughters,
Barbara Knight Stanley
(Shawn) and Linda Ham-
ilton Wright (Lucian); two
sisters, Dorothy Hamil-
ton and Carolyn Hamilton;
granddaughters,  Luciana
Wright, Lakeisha W. Fluker
(Saul Jr.) and Dr. LaTrice
Wright; great-grandson,
Saul Aaron Fluker; two de-
voted nieces, Sharon Hamil-
ton and June Greene Ham-
ilton; a nephew, Chaun A.
Hamilton; a devoted cousin,
Juanita Farley Brown; and
a host of other relatives and
friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations
of Dublin.

Jonathan Carr

Mr. Jonathan Carr, of
Dublin Ga , passed away on
Thursday, March 19, 2026.
Funeral arrangements are
incomplete at this time but
will be announced later.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin.

www.ServicesByDudley.
com.

John Dixon

Mr. John Dixon, of Dub-
lin, Georgia, passed away on
Sunday, March 22, 2026.
Funeral arrangements will
be announced at a later time.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations
of Dublin.

Barbara Watkins

Mrs. Barbara Watkins,
of McRae, Ga , passed away
on Friday, March 20, 2026.
Funeral arrangements are
incomplete at this time but
will be announced later.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home of Dublin

www.ServicesByDudley.
com

BIRTHDAYS

Mar. 24
Greg Hudgins
Shirley Jordan

Leroy Street

Mar. 25
Elauni Carswell

Legislation takes aim at feral hogs in Georgia

By TY TAGAMI

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — After passing a budget that puts
a bounty on wild pigs, Georgia lawmakers reiter-
ated their lethal intent by enlisting cutting-edge

technology to hunt them down.

Feral hogs have been ripping through farm-
ers’ fields, inflicting millions of dollars of dam-
age a year. Lawmakers, it seems, would prefer

them sitting on a plate as bacon.

So, last week, the state House passed a pre-
liminary 2027 budget with $400,000 toward
a feral hog eradication incentive program and
another $500,000 for a state management pro-

gram.
It didn’t end there.

On Friday, the state Senate sent House Bill

946 to Gov. Brian Kemp for his signature.

“All it simply does is make it where you can
take a drone and locate feral hogs that destroys
and damages your property,” explained Sen. Lee
Anderson, R-Grovetown.

Anderson had already left the well of the
Senate when Sen. Carden Summers, R-Cordele,

said he had a question.

lieutenant governor.

to mimic Anderson.

Lt. Gov. Burt Jones did not make Anderson
return, so Summers exploited the rules of the
Senate and raised what’s known as a “parlia-
mentary inquiry,” a technical question for the

“What’s the difference between a hog and a
hog,” Summers asked, adding an extra vowel to
his second expression of the word in an attempt

Jones had a quick response.

“Depends on if you're below the Gnat Line or
not,” he said, with a flourish of his hand. It was a
reference to the geological “fall” line that spans
Middle Georgia and acts like a screen door to

keep gnats down there.

Before he had left the well, Anderson had im-
plored his fellow senators to vote for HB 946,

which had been sponsored by Rep. Rob Clifton,

R-Evans.

“I just ask each and every one of you vote
green so we can go Kkill some hogs this after-
noon,” Anderson had said.

With those words, he had doomed the pigs.

The vote was 46-0 for HB 946.
The legislation also allows people to catch
hogs without a hunting or trapping license “pro-

vided that such hogs shall be killed upon cap-

ture.”

Alamo Police Department struggles to maintain full staff

By LOGAN REYNOLDS
GTLN

The Alamo Police Department
is currently suffering from staffing
issues, which Police Chief Karen
Zanders says has been a longstand-
ing issue for the department.

The chief said the Alamo Police
Department requires four full-time
officers on staff to maintain full
coverage of the city of Alamo. How-
ever, the department is currently
staffed by Zanders, one full-time
night officer and a part-time day
officer.

One issue contributing to the
understaffed department is a high
turnover rate. According to Zan-
ders, several officers under her
employ have accepted offers from
other police departments, such as
the Dublin Police Department, or
even the Wheeler County Sheriff's
Office.

She even recalled incidents
where she had sent recruits to a po-
lice academy for training, only for
the recruits to receive and accept
offers from other police depart-
ments.

“If people come, and we send
people to school, and they don’t
stay, we can’t make anybody do

anything they don’t want to do,”
said Zanders. “So, I try to create a
work atmosphere where people will
want to come and work here in Al-
amo.”

In late 2025, the Alamo City
Council considered closing the po-
lice department entirely to save on
costs, turning the responsibility of
law enforcement fully over to the
Wheeler County Sheriff’s Office.
The push for closure was spear-
headed by Councilmember Steve
Jones during the council’s Novem-
ber meeting.

“I disagree with it, because their
reasoning behind that is because
the Sheriff’s Office covers so much
for us, or [has] in the past, and they
feel like we are taking advantage of
the sheriff’s department,” said Zan-
ders.

Jones argued the council should
move forward with the merger
in order to save approximately
$51,000 annually. While the coun-
cil had delayed an official decision
in favor of receiving input from
residents, Jones cited recent voting
numbers to argue residents were
unengaged and uninterested with
the council’s actions.

“What I'm saying is they are not
interested in what we’re doing,”
said Jones during the November

meeting. “We need to do what we
need to do for the city of Alamo,
saving money if we can. We can use
it somewhere else, and I just think
we need to move on with it, start
the process.”

Jones offered a motion to be-
gin the process of Council Member
Dondrea Geter called Jones’ pro-
posal “tasteless” and “classless”,
but Jones’ motion to begin the pro-
cess passed in a majority vote.

In the following December
meeting, the Wheeler County Sher-
iffs Office presented a proposal
detailing how the office would take
over the department should the
process be completed.

The proposal estimated the
current average annual cost
for the department would total
$326,828, with a six year total cost
of $1,060,968. Under the sheriff’s
office, the cost to the city would
fall to $274,653 annually, resulting
in annual savings of $51,828 and
$310,968 over a six year period.

According to the proposal and
the sheriff, while costs would be
reduced, the sheriff’s office would
still have to staff four full-time offi-
cers to maintain full coverage.

Council Member Patricia Wood-
ard argued against closing the de-
partment during the meeting, cit-
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ing a $246,000 grant the city had
received to pay for officer training
and equipment which will remain
active until October 31, 2026. Clos-
ing the department would require
the city to return the grant, which
would provide logistical hurdles
and damage the city’s ability to re-
ceive future grants.

Woodard offered a motion to
suspend any action regarding the
department’s closure until Novem-
ber 1, 2026. The vote was a tie ul-
timately broken by Mayor Pamela
Lee in favor of the suspension.

“At this time, I don’t feel like
we've done our due diligence in
what we need to do, so I vote with
the yays,” said Lee during the meet-
ing.

To attempt to alleviate the staff-
ing issues, Woodard offered a mo-
tion in the council’s January meet-
ing to raise the starting salary for
Alamo Police Department officers
from $18 to $20, which passed
unanimously.

Zanders is hopeful the depart-
ment can attract new hires prior to
Nov. 1 to avoid a future closing of
the department.

“Thope we can be fully staffed by
then,” said Zanders. “I expect us to
be fully staffed by November.”

NOW HERE'S A TIP

Case of anaphylactic shock might
be due to the methocarbamol

By KEITH ROACH

King Features

DEAR DR. ROACH: My
question is about metho-
carbamol (Robaxin). My
relative has been taking
this for about two years for
back pain. He then devel-
oped a sudden severe aller-
gic reaction and went into
anaphylaxis. He fought
it all night, not knowing
what was happening, and
by morning, he had to go to
the hospital. Could this be
due to methocarbamol? If
so, can this happen again?

He has no known al-
lergies, and this had nev-
er happened before. The
only other thing was may-
be burning a lemon-scent-
ed candle in his bedroom,
but he's burned candles
before in his bedroom. He
is 27 years old and in good
health. -- B.G.

ANSWER: Anaphylax-
is is a severe allergic reac-
tion to a foreign protein
or carbohydrate (called
an "allergen"). It is caused
by a release of inflamma-
tory chemicals from im-
mune cells. It can be an-
tibody-mediated (more
common) or occur without
antibodies (less common).

These chemicals can
cause swelling of the air-
way and death through as-
phyxiation. They can also
affect the heart and blood
vessels, causing shock and
circulatory collapse, which
can also lead to death. The
onset of symptoms is typi-
cally minutes to hours after
exposure to the allergen.

In 95% of cases, the
symptoms disappear, but
there are cases of "bipha-
sic anaphylaxis" where
symptoms reappear usual-
ly within 12 hours. There
are unusual cases of very
delayed anaphylaxis, such

as with alpha-gal syndrome
-- a meat allergy that is ac-
quired after tick exposure.

Medications are one of
the most common causes of
anaphylaxis, and I did find
case reports of anaphylaxis
with methocarbamol in a
person who had been tak-
ing it previously. I found
another case report of a
person with prolonged ana-
phylaxis after methocarba-
mol. It is uncommon but
not impossible to develop
anaphylaxis to a medicine
that you have been taking
for years.

If your relative isn't tak-
ing any other medications
and had no unusual foods
on that day, I strongly sus-
pect that methocarbamol
was the cause and recom-
mend never taking it again
as it can absolutely happen
again.

A candle smoke allergy
is documented, and a va-
riety of symptoms can be
caused by candle smoke
in sensitive individuals. I
found a source saying that
anaphylaxis from inhaling
candle smoke is "rare" but
could not find a well-docu-
mented case.

Finally, methocarbamol
is a muscle relaxant and
isn't always a good choice
for long-term treatment.
My experience is that in
many people, the beneficial
effects wear off as the body
gets used to the medicine,
which can happen within a
week.

DEAR DR. ROACH: Are
there health benefits to tak-
ing fish-oil capsules? If so,
what's the proper dosage?
I'm a fit, healthy 70-year-
old male. -- C.S.

ANSWER: The benefit
of fish oil is one topic in
medicine where we seem

to keep changing our mind
due to studies that yielded
some conflicting results.

What is clear is that fish
oil reduces triglyceride lev-
els. In people with high tri-
glyceride levels, especially
people who are at a rela-
tively high risk due to other
reasons (such as diabetes
and low HDL cholesterol),
then fish oil is a reasonable
treatment. Most experts
prefer the pharmaceuti-
cal-grade icosapent ethyl
(Vascepa) or EPA/DHA
(Lovaza), which are high-
ly purified and aren't oxi-
dized.

For people who are at
a lower risk, the benefit is
probably modest; howev-
er, fish oil is generally safe.
There may be a small in-
crease in the risk of atrial
fibrillation with high doses.

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer in-
dividual questions, but
will incorporate them in
the column whenever pos-
sible. Readers may email
questions to ToYourGood-
Health@med.cornell.edu.
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* A good non-slip bathmat is essential in the tub to
prevent accidents. Grab an extra to drape over the edge
of the tub for help when entering and exiting.

* "To remove residue left over from price tags, you can
use hairspray. Remove as much paper as possible, then
give a good squirt. Use a plastic scraper to lightly scrape
off the adhesive." -- L.P. in Ohio

* Got bread ends? Store in a bag in the freezer until
you need breadcrumbs for a recipe. Pulse frozen chunks
in a chopper or blender for instantly usable crumbs.

* "Guacamole is a precious commodity at my house,
but sometimes I want a snack, not a whole bowl. I have
struggled with how to save the leftovers, because once it
browns, it's done. I learned a new trick, though. Simply
put the leftovers in the smallest container possible and
tamp down to press out all the air. Then carefully add a
thin layer of water. Seal and refrigerate for up to three
days. When you are ready to dip, pour off the water and
stir!" -- C.D. in California

* "T have an old cedar chest from my grandmother. It
had lost its smell, though. My husband removed all the
contents and sanded it with superfine grit sandpaper. It
is restored and smells wonderful now." -- J.K. in Iowa

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 1800 Pembrook
Dr., Suite 300, Orlando, FL 32810.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

JM Enterprises & More

Land / Lot Clearing

Tree Removal / Clean Up
Privacy / Farm Fencing

Basement Excavation
Pond Clearing and

Restoration Under Brush
Landscaping

Mowing

Call For Free Estimate

3,1 478-234-6632 [\

Building Demolition
Driveway Installation

Grading

Road Building

House Pads

Food Plots Excavation /
Trenching

478-234-6632

Owner/Operator: James G. Moss - Sparta, GA.

Attorney
Brian Arnold

Experienced and Specialized Legal Representation

« Specializes in Social Security Disability Law

* Previously Worked for Social Security Disability

* No Fee unless you are granted Disability Benefits

« Successfully Represents Clients at Disability Hearings
« Files Disability Appeals at all Levels

1607A Rice Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021
478-272-2300

call 1-478-272-23 00 for FREE CASE EUALUATION

OLD
NOLD

www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com

111 E. Cherry St.
Cochran, GA 31014
478-934-4561

544 Mulberry St., Ste. 619
Macon, GA 31201
478-745-9644
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Second place finisher Paiden Rozier, a freshman from Trinity Christian School
and owner of Plan Pal, talks with Horace Austin during the FLEX program held
Friday at the Dublin Rotary Club/PAYTON TOWNS IlI

FLEX WINNERS

Continued from page 1

to have a beach memory everywhere
she went. Originally, Diggs was hesi-
tant about doing the FLEX program.

“My mom told me to continue
doing this and to give it a try,” Diggs
said. “I'm really thankful that she
told me to. I got to meet so many
like-minded individuals, and I'm
so happy to have been able to meet
them and I want to continue to work
with them in the future.”

Diggs and her business will rep-
resent Laurens County in Tifton on
April 15.

“We want to encourage people to
come and support Jazzel and see her
compete for a $10,000 cash prize at
the state level,” Kolbie said. “What
is really cool about the State FLEX
program is that it is sponsored by
the Georgia Chamber of Commerce
and Georgia GROWN and they con-
tinue to mentor and support these
businesses even after the FLEX pro-
gram.”

Rozier’s business made student
planners for those in school to keep
up with all of their upcoming activi-
ties.

“This was something I had never
experienced before,” Rozier said. “I
have grown since being in this FLEX
program. At the beginning of it, I was
more timid. I feel like I am more out-
going now and I can talk to people
easier. I have grown together with
the other business owners. We have
become great friends.”

He heard about the FLEX pro-
gram and began brainstorming what
he wanted to do.

“I plan to take the money and
keep re-investing it into my own
business,” Rozier said. “I'll print
more planners or I'll buy more mer-
chandise for my company.”

Stribling and Williams enjoyed
doing something new.

“I'm pretty sure we are going to
learn from this,” Stribling said. “We
are going to make sure we make
more sales as we get into college and
just let the business take off.”

“It was good to see that something
we could do would really work,” Wil-
liams said.

Both like playing video games.
They knew the issues with vid-

Jeremi Hightower, PA-C

Madeleine Price, PA-C

eo game controllers and they had
knowledge on how to fix them.

“At first it was an idea, and we just
kept working with it, found a solu-
tion and made it into a business,”
Stribling said. “From here we plan
to grow by opening up a drop box so
that customers can drop them off in
a safer way.”

When the program began last fall
with 550 students attending a busi-
ness plan workshop at all four local
high schools.

Besides the businesses belonging
to Diggs, Rozier, Stribling and Wil-
liams, the following finished in the
top 10: Beaded For Christ, owned by
TCS’ Elise Jenkins, JJ’s Landscap-
ing, owned by East Laurens High
Schools’ Juan Lopez, Pistakahs by
Aatmiya, owned by DHS’ Aatmiya
Shah, Crochetetiquette, owned by
DHS’ Ava Vickers, Berry Bun Haven,
owned by ELHS’ XioNaijia Devoe,
Enchanted Entertainment, owned by
TCS’ London Dooley and RT’s Black
Hair Care Services, owned by ELHS’
Rakiyah Turner.

Each of the 10 companies re-
ceived a $200 seed loan at the be-
ginning. They had to pay that back in
order to continue competing in the
competition.

For the Laurens County FLEX
program to work, Kolbie said the
foundation had to raise about
$20,000 a year. They needed every
school to take a part in it and have
business mentors who taught the
business workshops.

“Those business mentors met
weekly or bi-weekly with the top 10
companies to help give them ideas,
edit their presentations and help
grow their businesses really sold and
strong,” Kolbie said. “We had to have
business leaders and leaders across
the community who were willing to
do the workshops.”

Businesses involved in FLEX pro-
grams go on to have more success.

“More than 50 percent of the
businesses that were started with the
Georgia FLEX program are still in
operation today,” Kolbie said. “It’s a
testament to say these businesses are
not for just a short time or learning.
They are for real employment and
maybe possibly to employ others in
the future.”

Your Allergy
Relief is Here...

A
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"Had I been there and had Narcan,
Narcan would only have reversed the
respiratory depression caused by fen-
tanyl. It would not have counteracted
the xylazine," she said. "We need xyla-
zine listed as a federally scheduled drug
that is increasingly mixed with fentan-
yl, making it even more deadly."

Shiver and other bereaved family
members of overdose victims traveled
to Washington, D.C., to share their sto-
ries. Her son's death, she said, "affected
so many people." At the time, Jordan's
children were ages 14, 12, 10 and 6.

"He loved fishing and spending time
with his children. He loved history and
watched every documentary I believe
that was available. He loved the Civ-
il War, riding dirt bikes, loved to read
and riding around in his truck. He was
eager to travel and see the world. He
had really big dreams. He was loved by
many. He was important and had a lov-
ing heart. A mama's boy some may say.

“I am stronger than I think, and I
know this isn't all of the story. Seconds,
is all it took to change our lives forever,
and seconds it will take to breathe again

and move forward.”

Jordan Shiver with three of his children. Shiver passed
away in 2022 from a drug overdose. His mother traveled
to a U.S. Senate committee meeting last week to support
legislation to control the animal tranquilizer xylazine,
which drug dealers are mixing with fentanyl to increase
profits /SPECIAL PHOTO

CITY COUNCIL

Continued from page 1

mayor said. “Some of the
things you are saying Mrs.
Wright goes to how our social
order has started fraying. Peo-
ple are not taking responsibil-
ity for their own homes, their
own property and their own
children. That is putting a big-
ger and bigger burden on the
government to try to step in
and do what people should be
doing on their own. It is such
a shame.”

Kight said everyone has to
take responsibility of their own
lives and property. He then
asked what could they do to
help keep the streets safe and
help people who want to invest
in their property. The council
has invested "a ton of money"
in the Dublin Police Depart-
ment with the FLOCK cameras,
gunshot technology, body cam-
eras, additional training and
the gang task force that works
with state and federal agencies.

“I think we’ve been success-
ful at a big level,” Kight said.
“We’ve got one of the major
gangs in town who have been
broken up and when you look
at some of the major areas of
crime they are down 30 per-
cent during the last few years.
There has been some success
but there is also a lot of prob-
lems that are still out there. We
can’t let up. This is not a prob-
lem that there is a solution to.
We have to keep our foot on the
gas, year after year, month af-
ter month.”

Nuisance issues like trashy
yards and people who should
not be out on the streets also
bothers Kight. People who
have mental issues or drug
addictions are creating many
problems for the law abiding

0 I:llid::lle Georgia

citizens who are trying to live
their life and enjoy the ameni-
ties and businesses in town, he
said.

“Some of that is beyond our
control,” Kight admitted. “But
to the extent that we can help,
I think that our town needs to
do everything possible. I know
that we have our code enforce-
ment department that is fo-
cusing on nuisance issues. As
a city council, we need to give
them every resource possible.”

That means more than just
funding them fully. It means
the possibility of doing more
than they have in the past, in-
cluding the potential of add-
ing new positions and tougher
penalties.

“We need to do everything
we can to empower staff to
improve the quality of life and
address these nuisance prob-
lems," Kight said.

During the next couple of
months, Kight wants to find
out from staff where they see
roadblocks in the ordinanc-
es and let the council change
them.

“We want to empower our
city to be able to make a differ-
ence in the lives of the people
and the families who are living
in town,” Kight said. “This is a
work in progress and it’s im-
portant to hear personal stories
from people so that it keeps us
motivated and inspired to keep
trying to make this town bet-
ter.”

In other meeting news,
council members:

- Approved a resolution to
accept the terms and condi-
tions with Thomas and Hutton
to do construction supervi-
sion for the Claxton Dairy and
Woodlawn Roundabout.

“We have awarded the con-

struction of this project to TES
(Total Earth Services) and they
are set and ready to begin,”
said City Manager Josh Pow-
ell. “They need to order some
materials so that they can be-
gin construction of the round-
about.”

Once construction begins,
it will take approximately 10
months to complete.

- Approved the purchase
of four Hach TUs300 Laser
Turbidmeters from DWL In-
strument Service, LLC in Lo-
ganville for a total price of
$26,027.50. These laser will be
used as a water treatment pro-
cess at the surface water plant,
Powell said.

“This is a device that tests
the water and is required by
the Georgia Environmental
Protection Division, which re-
quires us to continually mon-
itor the water at the plant for
every filter that we go through
at the plant,” Powell said. “This
device tests the cloudiness of
the water. It is one of the re-
quired tests that goes out into
our system.”

- Heard from Beverly
Brown, Laurens County Li-
brary director, gave a presen-
tation regarding the budget re-
quest for the upcoming Fiscal
Year 2027. Kight said the city
provides funds each year to the
Oconee Regional Library Sys-
tem and other organizations.

“We always ask those orga-
nizations to come in and tell us
how they plan to use the mon-
ey,” Kight said. “We’ve been
very supportive of the library.”

- Approved the second read-
ing of an ordinance to amend
the FY’26 budget. The primary
reason for the adjustment was
because revenues were higher.
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OUR TAKE...

Students from the dressed up as super heroes while raising
money to help the J.0.Y. Health Clincs /PAYTON TOWNS Iil

The young will lead

AJ Stuckey's family has not forgotten the young boy
who would be eight now on his way to nine this Septem-
ber. And neither has the school and leaders he left a big
impression on five years ago.

To remember young AJ, the school began holding a
super hero day because he was a big fan of Spiderman.
So, last Wednesday, students at Pine Forest Preschool
gathered in the church's sanctuary to present a check to
the J.0.Y. Health Clinics.

On the 100th day of school, the students were en-
couraged to bring in change or money and it was all
put together to form a check that was given to Dr. Bob
Shuman, who was representing the health clinic, that
provides free medical, dental and eye care to uninsured
adults in Laurens County.

The students brought in enough for J.O.Y. to receive
$500, showing us what our young people can do to help
an organization provide more care for those in need of
help. These children may not know it but their efforts to
help J.0.Y. is a good example of how we all should come
together to help others.

A legacy that AJ, and Spiderman, would be proud of.

— Payton Towns III

YOUR TURN:

Share your opinion on current events, or topics covered in The
Courier Herald by emailing us: tchnewsreporter@gmail.com

THOUGHT FOR TODAY...

"Today's accomplishments were yesterday's impossibilities."

- Robert H. Schuller

DAILY SCRIPTURE...

"You thought you were so great, perched high among the
rocks, king of the mountain, Thinking to yourself, ‘'Nobody can get
to me! Nobody can touch me!’ Think again. Even if, like an eagle,
you hang out on a high cliff-face, Even if you build your nest in the
stars, I'll bring you down to earth."”

- Obadiah 1:3-4

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...

March 24, 2026 is...

+ American Diabetes Association Alert Day
+ National Cheesesteak Day

+ National Cocktail Day

« International Day for Achievers

+ National Chocolate Covered Raisins Day
+ World Tuberculosis Day
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Learning how to deal with tragic stories

The May night was lit up
with the emergency lights
from law enforcement, fire-
fighters and EMS vehicles
flashing at the wreck scene.
The normal noises of vehi-
cles traveling down the road
had been replaced with the
sound of radio traffic com-
ing from first responders
equipment.

A young deputy directed
traffic until the scene was
cleaned up. He then re-
turned to his patrol vehicle
and turned his attention to
his passenger. Not saying
a word, he put his vehicle
in drive and the two slowly
made their way back into
town.

After a few minutes, the
passenger broke the silence
with the question, “How do
you do what you just did?”

The deputy, who was
about the same age as his
passenger, said it was all
about doing the job. When
he and other first respond-
ers arrive at a wreck scene,
an accident or even a homi-
cide, they are there to work
whatever is in front of them.
What has happened had al-
ready happened and they
have to restore order in a
moment of chaos.

They have a job to do for
the victims and those affect-
ed by the reason they have
been called to that particu-
lar scene.

By PAYTON
TOWNS il

It was an answer that
helped me as a young jour-
nalist who had spent his
first three years in the ca-
reer covering sports.

The worst thing I ever
faced was when my alma
mater’s girls basketball
team, Baldwin, went un-
defeated during the 2000
season and lost in the state
finals.

Later that year, our
newsroom in Milledgeville
had an opening for the
crime and court beat. I took
the position knowing that
sooner or later I would have
to go to an unpleasant scene.
Luckily, it took a while. But
on one spring Wednesday
night, I received a call after I
had left the office that there
had been a fatal wreck near

Lake Sinclair.

I responded and did my
job, interviewing the Geor-
gia State Patrol trooper
as our photographer took
pictures. We returned to
the paper and were able to
write it up and get it in the
next day’s edition. For days
though, that wreck both-
ered me because it occurred
in a location near a restau-
rant my wife and I frequent-
ed. In fact, we had been the
previous week.

About a week later, I
asked and received permis-
sion to do a ride along with
a Baldwin County Sheriff’s
deputy. I met the deputy at
the sheriff’s office around
6 p.m. that Friday with the
idea of riding with him and
seeing what he goes through
until midnight. We re-
sponded to a couple arguing
in the county. I found out
later that this was not the
first time this deputy had
responded to this couple’s
house. They had never been
violent toward each other,
but the arguing usually gets
out of hand.

When we got back on the
road, a call for a 10-50 (code
for wreck) came in for the
Baldwin/Putnam  County
line.

The deputy activated his
emergency lights and si-
rens and we quickly made
our way across the county

to what is basically the last
convenience store on the
left heading out of Baldwin
- which was also within eye-
sight of the fatal wreck I had
been to a week or so before.

I watched as the deputies
and other first responders
worked the scene, directed
traffic and communicated
with each other. I was closer
to the scene than I had ever
been before. I observed the
deputies and responders at
work. It seemed as precise
as clockwork as they moved
from one car to the next.

Thankfully, this wreck
was not fatal. But there were
injuries that required the
vehicle’s occupants to go to
the local hospital. I then got
into the patrol vehicle and
the deputy and I made our
way back toward town.

That is when I, as the
passenger, asked my ques-
tion and received his advice,
words that I have kept with
me when I am informed
about and respond to a trag-
ic situation. As a reporter, I
arrive to these tragic scenes,
take pictures, interview the
person in charge and write
it up. That is all I can do.

We have a heart.

We grieve these situa-
tions too, while hoping that
these sad stories will hope-
fully make our town safer
for everyone.

A eulogy to a friend and neighbor who made a difference

I received a note from a
reader last week chiding me
for writing about the Oke-
fenokee so much and that
he and others were tired of
it. In fact, I have done only
two columns on the Okefe-
nokee this year, but I did al-
low mining proponents and
opponents to express their
positions on the subject. So
that’s four columns total. Is
that overkill?

Ironically, as T was mull-
ing his comments, the next
eight consecutive responses
I opened were urging me to
keep the issue high-profile.
Bottom line: I think most of
you are not tired of my writ-
ing about the Okefenokee.
You are tired of the stall-
ing tactics under the Gold
Dome as our intrepid public
servants and assorted bu-
reaucrats try figure out how
to dig themselves out of the
morass they have created
for themselves and for me
to keep the pressure on. But
either way, please allow me
to change subjects this week
and for a very good reason.

It is not my normal prac-
tice to eulogize close friends
who have passed away in
this column. For one thing,
I seem to be losing close
friends at a rapid rate these
days and that could mean a
lot of eulogies. But today is
an exception.

Eleanor Downs Calla-
ham, better known to the
world as Bootsie, passed
away recently at the age of

TO THE EDITOR

By DICK
YARBROUGH

91. She and her husband,
Jim, had been our next-
door neighbors for more
than 40 years. When you
move to a new location, you
don’t have much option in
selecting your next-door
neighbors. If we had been
given that option, we would
have chosen the Callahams.

I had known Jim Calla-
ham’s father at Southern
Bell when I was a rookie
manager. But not his fam-
ily. Over the next four de-
cades, we got to know each
other very well and never a
cross word was exchanged
in all that time.

The Callahams had three
children. We had two. All
pretty much the same age.
Collectively, we watched
them all grow up, leave
home, get married, birth a
fewbabies and then watched
the babies grow up, too. We

were also there in the tough
times for each other. They
lost their oldest son, Brian,
and a few years later we lost
our oldest grandson, Zack.

In short, they were ide-
al neighbors but that isn’t
what this eulogy is about.
This is about how Bootsie
Callaham changed the tra-
jectory of my life. Bootsie
was an outstanding artist.
Portraits. Landscapes. Sea-
scapes. Still life. She could
do it all and do it well. Much
of her work was by commis-
sion and I don’t think she
ever had a dissatisfied cli-
ent.

I was pretty good at
drawing. In high school,
an aptitude test indicated I
might become a cartoonist.
That wasn’t to be. I found
myself in the business world
and focused on climbing the
corporate ladder as fast as
I could. My right brain and
sketchpad got shelved and
the left brain and corpo-
rate-think took over. When
I retired as vice president of
BellSouth Corporation and
then as a managing director
of the Atlanta Committee
for the Olympic Games, the
left brain and I thought that
was it.

Then one rainy Sunday
evening in December, Boot-
sie Callaham knocked on
the door and notified me I
was going with her to an art
class she had discovered.
She knew I could draw and

was certain the instructor, a
young man by the name of
Kris Meadows, could teach
me how to paint. Looking
back on it, I still can’t be-
lieve she talked me into tak-
ing up art, but she did. My
right brain was delighted.

That was almost 20
years ago. Since then, and
with a lot of encouragement
from Bootsie and instruc-
tion from Kris Meadows,
I have painted portraits
of everyone in my fam-
ily. Their dogs, too. The
beaches at St. Simons. The
mountains of North Geor-
gia. Scottish landscapes. I
have a painting hanging in
the state capitol, the College
of Coastal Georgia and at
Kennesaw State Universi-
ty. I have given numerous
paintings to my friends. I
made it a point to never sell
one. I was in business long
enough. Painting for me is
pure pleasure.

I was taught that we
should all leave this a bet-
ter world than we found it.
There is no question that
Bootsie Callaham did that.
She made my world better
and gave it new meaning
by introducing me to art. In
short, she changed my life.
Now, you see why the eulo-

&y-

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box
725373, Atlanta, Georgia

31139.

Dear Editor:

I am writing as a Dublin property
owner, a child and adolescent legal
advocate/activist, a former guest ed-
ucator for DCS, and a relative to gen-
erations of DCS alum and current stu-
dents. Like many in our community, I
am appalled by the fiscal "darkness"
that has led this district into a $5.7
million hole.

For too long, a divide has existed
where school system "insiders" treat
parents, alumni, and business lead-
ers as "outsiders" or meddlers. We are
not outsiders; we are the owners of
this system. When millions of dollars
"disappear," it is our children’s futures
and our tax dollars at stake.

The evidence of systemic failure is
not just community hearsay—it is doc-
umented by state experts:

- On lack of oversight: State Su-
perintendent Richard Woods stated,
"This is a situation where there was
no one watching the store... there was
a complete breakdown in the internal
controls."

- On financial deception: The Jan-
uary 2026 Special Examination con-

firmed the district used pandemic
funds to "‘mask’ its true financial con-
dition for years... leading to a ‘culture
of excess.™

- On the severity: GaDOE Chief
of Staff Matt Jones called this situa-
tion "unprecedented... We have never
seen a school system in this state get
into this much of a financial hole this
quickly."

- On risk of insolvency: Reports
from 13WMAZ highlighted that with-
out emergency intervention, the dis-
trict "would have likely ceased to exist
or been unable to meet its next pay-
roll."

- On violation of trust: The AJC
reported that "$6 million in health
insurance premiums were withheld
from employee checks but never
reached the state," a "fundamental
failure of fiduciary duty."

As this paper’s own editorial noted
in December, "Parents and taxpayers
have a right to know exactly where
their money went." We are offering
to be the "eyes" that Superintendent
Woods said were missing. Dublin is
home to a wealth of human resourc-

es - CPAs, operations managers, legal
experts, business leaders, nonprofit
community servicepersons, concerned
and knowledgeable parents, etc. - who
are ready to serve as a Community En-
gagement Task Force. We are not the
enemies of the school board nor its ed-
ucators; we are allies with the profes-
sional smarts to help save this district.

Education “insiders” often com-
plain about community apathy and
disengagement, yet they push back
when we want to be involved. It’s kind
of hard to help “watch the store” if we
continue to be treated as an imposi-
tion. We are simply asking for a seat at
the table to ensure that "false informa-
tion" never again dictates the future of
our schools.

We look forward to a prompt, pub-
lic response from the board regarding
the formalization of this task force.

Respectfully,

Carol L. Folsom-Scott
Dublin, Ga.
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Grandson restricts access to his righteous flock!
DEAR ABBY:

1 .
I'm a My insurance compa-

o W HiAy PR

ﬂREOG’-ﬁOahé.gSEE ON PURPOSE. Christian. I've raised my ny has been diligent about
' family to be Christians, and investigating the incident
they have raised theirs to be and decided I had no liabil-

Christians, even though we
may not all be members of
the same denomination.
One of my grandsons
believes that his denomina-
tion is the only one and the
rest of us are all sinners. He

ity as a homeowner. They
determined that Dorothy's
physical condition (diabe-
tes, neuropathy in her feet,
obesity) was more likely the
cause of her fall and slow re-
covery. They recommended

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

1M THE FIRST NEW J || | 1 THOLGHT THERE { || ‘ and his wife have decided I have no contact with Dor-
LERF OF SPRNS f WOOLD BE A PRIZE /./k that no one outside of his othy, so we haven't spoken
10 1 church can see his child. in eight months. When
| ] ° It's his decision, his choice, she learns of the insurance
¥ i o but I'm heartbroken and, company's decision, I sus-
: ; 2 of course, angry. I'm afraid By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN  pect she may sue me next.
: 2 my great-grandchild will : I truly don't feel I am at
g £ grow up never knowing his f.“‘.’fe hl];e fa cult ﬂlls.m a I fault. The area was clearly
i | SN () great-grandparents or his cigé?sriénsea%rgu?ﬁoxlffrlgwfg lit, there was no clutter or
§ Bl smomves s.au 4 grandparents. I believe that ’ other impediments, and

or whether to gift anything

I will never know him. she had been up and down

QVERBOARD e I told my grandson I to thg’ new Ea })1” ask your )¢ step many times. I'm
TyE FIRST FETC OM,0KAY, FINE - GOf .SHOULD INCLUDE A SIDE TRip understand ‘that this is &% S%nfw ether atccgpt— sorry to lose a treasured,
OF SPRING.. 0 - To A GOOD MUD PUDDLE his family and, therefore, 1ngag1 Hromdan “outsider decades-long  friendship,

o : | his choice. He knows I'm 1S €ven allowe but here we are. Am I

heartbroken. Since they
won't be coming to family
ﬁathermgs, how should 1

andle gifts in the future?
Should I acknowledge the
baby and send a gift in the
mail? I pray that someday
soon my grandson realizes
that we love him and his

wrong? -- INNOCENT IN

DEAR ABBY: A dear THE WEST

friend of 40 years, "Doro-
thy," came to visit me for
my birthday. She has vis-
ited numerous times over
the years, and this was her
third trip to my current
home. As we were walking

DEAR  INNOCENT:
You are wrong to end a
40-year friendship because
some employee at an in-
surance company told you
not to speak to Dorothy

DEFLOCKED BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

family. -- PRINCIPLED IN lcgtr"f(t)}rlea garage :ﬁet";ﬁ; I;‘gg eight months ago. What
SO: WRAT SEEMS TO SYMPOTHY PONIS? SOV YOU COULD TUST FLORIDA off a small st’ep and. fell, you should have done then
BETHEPROBLEN | WRITEME @ DOCTOR'S iniurine her shoulder and W2 fell your friend to con-
TODAY, MR, NAMET? YEAH, ITHURTS | OTE, EXCUSING tOE LOOKS LIKE DEAR PRINCIPLED: I (35S el he tactherinsurance company
_ WHENEVER I HAVE TO | EROM CONSIDERATION IT'S PLAY B. always thought Christianity O.(ﬁt' X n.loni slhater, S 3 so the two companies can
I't) HAVING Be ﬁfgﬁfﬁfﬂgsm OF HER FEELNGS.... was a welcoming religion. St d \}/lvasnt 1d egl ng 1a.n thresh out in court who is
4 SYMPATHY fg.lbw PROBLEMS This is the first time I have SC Sh€¢ WOUIG lll€ @ ClM  reqnonsible for what and to
' ) heard of a denomination 282iNSt my insurance to .o degree. It may not be

cover some of her expenses

too late to revive the friend-
ship if you give her a call

that decides other Chris-

tians (her medical was covered,

hristi )
are not Christian but she needed more in-

enough. The church your now.
home care and had to board
grandson has joined sounds her dog for many months).
BY TOM WILSON PLUGGERS BY JEFF MACNELLY Sl
— - 1 — GOREN BRIDGE
50RR’/ FOR ﬂ {E wﬂ 'To W‘2$24r.bune ontent Agency, LLC plugdermail@aol.com i 20s sonEs
l N ALL R‘GHT' Sk:‘phagﬁ;;oett WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ ANSWHRS
YwK CHEFS %KW‘ SE[ . I DlD IT! ;ahsl:;z\rhs:;ﬂ;tyés E:I}]:_ Mot valoerable, as South. oo lléln_ l)lltllldmzélasl p“i\(;)l(dflbltk ;:’ICH’I‘
A AKJIMKESID[A4CTEA Y * - “n

Whar action would yvou take?
Hi.
A - You are certainly oo good we

Right-hand  opponent opens
What action wonld yiu take?

YOU NEEDED TiME 10

patCH YOUR&'ELFUP _

026 Ziggy and Friends, e Dist. oy Andrews Mohlesl

Youre a plugger if it takes you three
weeks to finally adjust the clock in
your vehicle for daylight saving time.

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by stella zawistowski

ACROSS
1 European
mountain range
5 Has to have
10 Travel the rapids
14 Winnie-the-_
15 House’s storage
area
16 Cafe de ____

A= We would open the bidding with
15, i we could. As an overcaller, a
Jurmp Lo A5 has much o recomniend
it. Uhis shuts the left-hand opponent
out from cheaply shirwing a Fit and
the opponcinls may not be able o
judze the righl level at which
compele. Bid 45,

O 2 - lienth vulnerable, as South, you
haoled:

AJPEGATPNOTERAQGIORT

Partner opens INT and  right-hand
opponent passes, Whal is your plan®?

A - With cxeiting distribution and a
pAriner whio iy Ilk.n_ly Loy have a decent
fit fuor at keast one of your suits, be
aggressive with this hand and force
to game. ¥ trunsfors are playad, hid
2H. florcing 25 (rom purtner, and
then introduce the club soil, Without
transfers. make a forcing jurp W
35, After esither sequence, pass 3INT
by partner and hope the clubs will
proscduee tricks for him.

O 3 - MNorh-5outh vualnerable,
South, you hold:

ik

prss . Yeour chudces are a “oneed help”
same try of 25 and a bold leap @
411, All the values in this hand seem
tiy be working, If partner has wasted
cards in clubs, you might not doe
well, bul your lell hand  opponcent
hus advertsed club strength seo be
apgressive, Bid 1L,

Q5 - Both vulnerable, as South, yvou
Trlid:

ANVGAPATE2COS2A532

Wilth Lhe opponenis silenl. partner
upens 2N, How do youo proceed?

A - Expoerts are in v campes abouot
this. Qe camp says that your hand
will produce nathing in suit play, so
st raise w0 3NT. The other camp is
waonricd thal pariner’s hand might be
better suited lir suit play so thoey use
Staynan e look lor a 4-3 heart il
This badtle will not end soon. We llke
bidding three no trump,

6 - No one vulnerable, as South,
wou hiold:

AATOHGSITPKITINNGCIOAKTI

The bidding h:l*_-, proveeded:

AKIOUEICI09BETSERATR NORTIT SOUTIT WEST

14 1’4% 1A sy
Partner opens 15, you bid 1NT and 29 Pass 22 Pass
partner jumps to 35, Are you a man 2MT Pass E

or i maouse?

A - Aces are abways good and this
king is precious. We wouold bid 45
cven svithout the juck ol clubs.

Q4 - Neither vulnerable, as North,
you hold:

AANSATARKYIGSCRK (SR

1Pass or raise! What is youwr choice?

A -l he ten of hearts is lovely and the
10 in preommer’s lomg, suit is never bad,
R 3INT.

(Bobh Fores welcomes readers’
rFexponyey sernd o Fribmne Conndent
Agency, LLC., 16630 Wesiprove
Fav . Suite 178, Addivan, ITX 75N

SUDOKU

(Mexican cofiee Fun By The
17 Csi:icc‘rk) g 8 4 5 Numbers
b4

18 Trunk of the body

19 Designer Cassini

20 Dessert with a
message inside:
2 wds.

23 Golf standard

24 Tiny branch

Like puzzles?

Then you'll leve
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

25 Orange liqueur the moment you
29 Under 2 ? 1 g 5 4
A . 57 58 sguare oft, 50

32 Insurance option: h

Abbr. 61 62 5 g 2 S arpen your
33 “Classic” autos: e — penCII and pl.lt

2 wds. 64 85 your sudoku
35 End of a sock i - 5 8 3 savyy to the test!
36 Ingest Created by Stella Zawistowski 10]/1 6/25

37 Trash-talk
38 German

3 Game played on
horseback

grandmother 4 Himalayas guide 2 g
39 Old U.K. record 5 Not artificial et ————————
label: Abbr. 6 Prince William'’'s Leval Bagin
40 Puts clothes on alma mater Lovel: Baginnar

44 Strawberry’s color

45 Not as safe

47 Jacqueline
Kennedy ___

49 Religious no-nos

50 Genetic
molecule: Abbr.

51 Weather expert

|
G
57 inthe road food A N S ! E
58 Amorous one 22 Possesses N ! ! < S gla|al2|i|i]|E|g]|F
59 Pieces of 25 Say “Go team!” hd T D E P p
legislation 26 Flavor in PlAa|N]|E E E N Cli|%1B[a|F|L]|B|E
61 Opera solo mushrooms fﬁogs ;Il'rib;ne CondtentAgency, LLC 1016725 Z -E?— L g E E i g g
62 Makes level 27 Appliance with ights Resenved.
63 Prepare for a spit 41 Repaired, as 53 Where to bake a PILIZLE |G| E)E]E]L
publication 28 More weird shoes cake cglelslilslzlzlslz
64 Borscht veggie 29 Low-voiced 42 Sign, as a check 54 Glasses part ~ - -
65 Dim-witted singer 43 Was in a choir 55 “Paradise” I MHBBEEE
66 Say no to 30 Actress Marisa 46 “Gimme a break” performer alalzlelglzlsli]e
31 ortails?” candy: 2 wds. 56 Small bed size
DOWN 34 Not trans 48 Traveled by boat 57 Awesome, for SR B FARA L R1HAE
1 Well-chosen 40 Have a fancy 51 ___ or less short tlslzlelelelzl1s
2 Unit of bread meal 52 Roam about 60 Pig’'s enclosure .

7 To be: French

8 The “D” in CD

2 Vespa product
10 First-year pro
11 Florida reptiles
12 Make an escape
13 Kids’ “it” game
21 Folded Mexican

o|m(=|o|m|<|mx

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbars will
appear by using the numetric clues already provided in the boxes. The
mare numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

‘HIMSNY
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Falcons find Edge in rematch with ACE,
get best of Gryphons to finish 2-2 week

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

East Laurens threw a big wrinkle
into the continually unfolding re-
gion 2-High A title race Friday as it
turned the tables on ACE Charter in
the second game of the teams' two-
part series.

After getting run-ruled 16-1 by
the Gryphons earlier in the week,
Grayson Edge and the Falcons
handed them a 4-2 loss as the se-
ries concluded in Macon to initiate
an earlier-than-expected shakeup
at the top of the standings, where
Dublin is now the only team that re-
mains without a region loss.

Edge struck out four and held
ACE to only five hits as he went the
distance on the mound, contribut-
ing a key RBI single to his lineup's
seven-hit effort at the plate. And for
the first time since the Dodge se-
ries a week earlier, East (8-10, 5-6
region) was errorless in the field as
it made the routine plays needed
to secure its lead from early in the
ballgame.

"Grayson pitched a great game,"
said East Laurens head coach Vic
Thigpen. "He was able spot his
fastball and was able to keep them
off balance with his curve ball and
changeup. Grayson continues to get
better on the mound. Our pitching
staff is young and they are starting
to show the growth and maturity
that we need."

The big victory capped a 2-2
week for the Falcons, who rebound-
ed from Tuesday's home loss to ACE
with a 6-2 win over Tattnall County
back in East Dublin on Wednesday,
but dropped their rematch with the
Battle Creek Warriors 10-2 the fol-
lowing afternoon in Reidsville.

East Laurens was set to open this
week with a visit to Montgomery
County, before two with Southwest
Macon (Tuesday at home, Friday in
Macon) and one to finish an incom-
plete series with Jefferson County

Wednesday in Louisville.

Against teams the caliber of
ACE, the Falcons' early leads —
when they've managed to get them
— have rarely been safe this season.
Despite a run of insurance it picked
up in the seventh to offset one by
the Gryphons in their half of the
sixth, East Laurens wouldn't have
ultimately needed more than the
two it scored to break an early 1-1
tie and go ahead for good in the top
of the second.

Edge, who walked only two in
his seven innings of work, kept ACE
hitters off balance the rest of the
way.

The Falcons came up with sev-
en hits in their second look at Gry-
phons' top hurler Will Makowski,
who went back to the mound after
Tuesday's light work — consisting
of only 40 pitches and strikeouts of
seven out of the 11 Eastside hitters
he faced.

Though the 6-foot-3 junior's
mid-80s heat was too much for
them to catch up with on Tuesday,
they squared him up with several
good swings in Friday's first couple
innings.

"The biggest difference was our
patience at the plate,” Thigpen said.
"We didn't swing at bad pitches and
we made him throw more pitches."

The Falcons followed up an error
that helped Konner O'Neal become
their first to reach base with back-
to-back singles from Logan Gibson
and Edge to score the afternoon's
first run.

ACE answered in the bottom half
with a run on hits by Chase Sasser
and Camden Bailey, but Edge got
Sebastian Falduti to fly out to end
the inning, and East Laurens was
able to take the lead coming back in
the top of the second.

Sam Wynn led off with a base
hit, Nollan Scott was hit by a pitch
and Conner Lawrence singled to
load the bases before O'Neal took a

3-1 pitch into the gap for a double to
drive in two.

The score remained 3-1 until the
sixth, when Makowski gave way to
Will Mincey and ACE finally struck
back to cut its deficit to one on
hits by Aiden Sanderson and Huck
Thompson.

But once again, Edge made some
big pitches to get out of the inning,
getting Bailey on a strikeout to end
the inning and strand the tying run.

Then Mincey walked home a run
— Wynn drawing his fourth in a row
(out of five total, against no Falcon
hits) to follow free passes for O'Ne-
al, Gibson and Edge — to undo the
progress just before the Gryphons'
last chance at the plate.

Falduti doubled with one out to
give the home team some life. But
the final two outs followed quickly
as Trey Barton and Mincey were re-
tired to end the game.

On top of a field day for ACE
offensively, Tuesday's series open-
er was a tragedy of errors for East
Laurens, which had  four that
rendered 10 of the 12 runs allowed
by its starting pitcher Lawrence un-
earned. The senior struck out two,
and walked only three, in his three
innings of action.

The Gryphons found a lot of
holes — the gap at short for three
singles in a row during a three-run
third inning — for their 11 hits, of
which only three went for an extra
base.

Thompson (with the lead of
three RBIs), Bailey, Sasser and
Slade Hodge all had two of them
apiece.

It was scoreless through one, but
a nine-run second inning did about
all the damage ACE would need to
put the game on a fast-track to vic-
tory.

Makowski held the Falcons to
only two hits — by O'Neal and Gib-
son — in his three innings of shutout
work. East would get its only run

off his reliever Carter Lewis in the
bottom of the fourth, at which point
the Gryphons had scored seven un-
answered to supplement the earlier
advantage.

O'Neal was 2-for-2, and joined
Edge with two RBIs, in Wednes-
day's rebound to out-hit Tattnall
County 6-5.

The Falcons also stole nine bas-
es to help maximize their offensive
production behind Brody Kight,
who struck out seven and walked
only two in six innings of five-hit
ball, with his only run unearned.

Wynn gave up the other, likewise
unearned, as he faced six with a hit
and a walk in the last of the seventh.
But the Battle Creek Warriors could
only cut East's five-run lead down to
the final four.

The Falcons opened the game
with three runs in a big first in-
ning, as Myles Burke tripled and
scored on the stolen base of O'Neal,
who had gotten on via walk. Logan
Gibson singled to left to move him
along before Edge hammered both
in on another base hit.

They padded the lead with one in
the third and two in the fourth, on
respective RBIs by Kight and O'Ne-
al.

Another rough second inning —
with Tattnall striking for seven in
the home half — was East's undoing
on Thursday.

The Warriors would score three
additional runs, with East picking
up one each in the third and fourth
on the RBIs of Kight and Cade Oli-
ver. But Wynn and Scott had their
only two hits against a trio of oppos-
ing pitchers.

Tattnall's Brody Chambless,
Connor Dutton and Aiden Brock
combined to strike out five and walk
SiX.

Chambless had three RBIs.

Oliver, Wynn and Gibson
pitched for the Falcons, together
walking eight and striking out one.

Irish get through tight one Friday to help sweep
Northeast, secure control of first place in reglon

From STAFF REPORTS

Dublin, which continued
to hum along with its third,
fourth and fifth-straight
wins last week, wasn't quite
expecting to have the region
2-High A driver's seat to it-
self this soon.

But thanks to East Lau-
rens, with its takedown of
previously co-leading ACE
Charter on Friday, the Irish
are now alone at the top of
the standings. And they'll
get to spend at least a few
more days there before hav-

ing to elbow away the first of
a few prospective backseat
intent on taking the wheel
back over later this week.
ACE (11-1) now joins
Bleckley (9-1) in a once-beat-
en tie for second place in

BY ANY STRETCH: Tal Duke (left) dives home on a wild pitch and Will Wallace (right) steers the left foot over the plate after
Bennett Lake ran out a ground ball for Dublin’s go-ahead runs in the second and fourth innings of Friday’s first game with
Northeast. Despite 10 hits, scoring was difficult as the Irish were forced to use any means necessary to get on the board
early, and then tie the game back up later after a three-run Raider outburst to take the lead in the sixth/CLAY REYNOLDS

the region hierarchy, with
Washington County (6-
3) still in the hunt back at
third, and rooting for some
more chaos in the coming
weeks.

Dublin (14-3, 10-0 re-
gion) steered clear of the
week's only hazard Friday
as it sidestepped a sneaky
challenge from Northeast
Macon in the first game of a
home doubleheader.

The Irish needed eight
innings, and a Bennett Lake
walk-off double, to win the
early matchup 5-4. But the
Raiders, who had long since
worn out their welcome,
didn't stick around long af-
ter that as Dublin scored
19 in a four-inning shutout
to roundly dismiss them in
game 2.

Preceding the sweep was
another huge victory on
the road Wednesday night,
when the Irish went to
Milledgeville and whacked
GMC 17-2.

The upcoming week
once again leads off with a
Wednesday-nighter, which
will take them to Rochelle
to battle Wilcox County.
Then, it's the much-antici-
pated showdown with ACE,

as the Gryphons host Thurs-
day and come to Dublin on
Friday afternoon, to decide
control of first, and which
of the two teams will remain
as the top challenger to de-
fending 2-High A champion
Bleckley County in April.

Xavier Reese was 4-for-
4 with an RBI, and Ryland
Yates 3-for-3 with two, in
Wednesday's  five-inning
conquest of GMC. Lake, Bry-
ceton Evans and Tal Duke
also picked up three RBIs
apiece, while C.J. Stubbs
stole three of the team's 12
bases, to contribute to the
big afternoon.

Lake's two-RBI double
was the key swing in a five-
run first to get the afternoon
started on a big note, and
Dublin bats would add three
more runs to the tally in the
second, six in the fourth and
three in the fifth, in the pro-
cess of outhitting the Bull-
dogs 14-3.

Jeff Davis pitched five
innings of three-hit ball, al-
lowing only one earned run
while striking out six and
walking only three.

Neither of Friday's start-
ing pitchers lit up the gun.
But both — Dublin's Reese
and the Raiders' Bryce Tal-

BARE-KNUCKLE BRAWL: Dublin’s Xavier Reese threw in a
knuckleball along with his usual mix of fastball, changeup

and breaking ball to hold his own with five strikeouts in the
fistfight that was Friday’s pitchers duel/CLAY REYNOLDS

ley — are known for being
difficult to hit hard on a con-
sistent basis.

Dublin couldn't capital-
ize on enough of its 10 hits
to more than break even
against the latter through
seven innings of regulation,
and mostly had to use a
combination of patience at
the plate and A-B-C base-
ball to scratch across its sin-
gle runs in the second and
fourth of an early stalemate.

The former, known for
his location and variations
of speed, didn't let the Raid-

ers get much going either,
though several — Talley, Jor-
dan Wiggins, Kourtnei Wil-
liams and Xay Hutchings for
hits — made some solid con-
tact. Wiggins drove in two
runs out of three in the sixth
that gave Northeast a brief
lead before Dublin re-tied
with two in the bottom half.

But it was over fairly
quickly after Talley retired
following the completion
of seven innings, with two
strikeouts, three walks and
eight opposing hits.

Will Wallace singled to

lead off the eighth against
Jaiden Center. Davis bunted
him to third, and Lake dou-
bled to left to drive in the
winning run.

A bases-loaded walk by
Talley gave Dublin its initial
run in the bottom of the sec-
ond inning.

Williams doubled and
Hutchings singled to set up
a tying run via error in the
top of the third.

Lake, who joined Jeff
and Morgan Davis with
two hits each, had the RBI
single to make it 2-1 in the
Irish fourth. Two innings
later, Northeast responded
with three to go ahead 4-2,
as Talley went to left with a
single, two Raiders drew a
walk and Wiggins doubled
to bring in two for a 3-2 lead.
C.J.Jackson's sac fly made it
4-2.

But Dublin came up with
a speedy answer in the bot-
tom of the sixth, as Morgan
Davis singled and Lake and
Evans both drew walks to
ultimately score on the same
wild pitch.

Reese went six innings,
allowing four hits and three
earned runs, walking four
and striking out five before
handing the baton to Will

SCOREBOARD

BASEBALL
Friday
East Laurens 4, ACE 2
Dublin 5,
Northeast Macon 4 (8 inn.)
Dublin 19, Northeast 0
Trinity 2, Windsor 1

GIRLS SOCCER
Friday
EL 1, Dodge Co.0
West Laurens 2, Trinity 1

BOYS SOCCER
Friday
Dodge Co.4,EL1
WL 6, Trinity 0

PREP
SCHEDULE

BASEBALL
Monday
East Laurens at
Montgomery Co./5:30 p.m.
Stratford at Trinity
West Laurens at GMC
/6 p.m.

Tuesday
Trinity at
Central Fellowship
WL at Howard/4 p.m.
Southwest Macon at EL
/6 p.m.

Wednesday
EL at Jefferson Co./5 p.m.
Dublin at Wilcox Co.
WL at Bleckley Co./6 p.m.

Thursday
Howard at WL/5:30 p.m.
Dublin at ACE Charter
CFCA at Trinity/6 p.m.

Friday
ACE Charter at Dublin
/4 p.m.
EL at Southwest Macon
/4:30 p.m.

SOCCER
Tuesday
Trinity at Vidalia Heritage
WL at Harlem/5 p.m.
Washington Co. at
Dublin (boys)/7:30 p.m.

Thursday
Baldwin at WL/5 p.m.
EL at Bleckley Co.
Jefferson Co. at
Dublin (girls)/5:30 p.m.

TENNIS
Monday
Trinity at Windsor
/3:30 p.m.

Tift Co. at WL/4 p.m.

Tuesday
Trinity at Brentwood
/3:30 p.m.

Thursday
WL at Baldwin and Howard
/4 p.m.

GOLF
Monday
Vidalia at Trinity/3 p.m.

Tuesday
Southeast Bulloch at WL
(Dublin CC)/3:30 p.m.

Thursday
WL at FPD/3:30 p.m.

CONTACT US:

Email sports information to
tchsports77@gmail.com, or
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 110

Wallace for the final two.
He'd get the win with a walk
and a strikeout.

Friday's nightcap was
comparatively  straightfor-
ward, as Jeff and Morgan
Davis, Stubbs and Duke
all recorded multiple hits
(among the team's 14) and
Lake continued his big day
with four runs driven in.
Jeff also had four and Mor-
gan three in support of
Yates, who pitched all three
innings, allowing one hit,
walking two and striking out
SiX.

Dublin's biggest inning
— a 14-run third — included
two-RBI hits by both Davis-
es and Lake, a bases-clearing
single by John Oliver and an
RBI by Curt Norris, along
with bases-loaded free pass-
es drawn by both Wallace
and Stubbs.
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Dublin Police
Department

- On March 11, around
8:15 p.m., an officer re-
sponded to Akerman Street
in reference to an assault.
The officer met with a man
who said he was assaulted
by his ex-girlfriend, Monae
May, when he was at-
tempting to keep her away
from the other woman he
brought to the residence.

The man said the con-
flict led inside the house
where May hit him with a
fan. He provided security
footage of him holding May
back from entering his car,
and she struck him in the
face with a closed fist. An
officer went to find May for
an interview, and saw that
she was being escorted by
another officer out of the
home.

May admitted to hitting
the man with the fan. The

officer advised that the fan
was broken. The man had
minor scratches on his up-
per back but did not request
EMS. The officer told the
man of the resources avail-
able to him.

May was transported
to the Laurens County Jail
and charged with simple
battery family violence.

- Jeff Herndon, 55,
was charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine
on South Decatur Street
around 4:14 p.m. on March
11.

An officer assigned to
the Crime Suppression Unit
stopped a black Chevro-
let for failing to use a turn
signal. The driver, identi-
fied as Herndon, told the
officer that his license was
revoked. The officer asked
the driver to step back to
his patrol vehicle to get his
information. At this time,

POLICE BEAT...

the officer smelled an odor
of marijuana coming from
the vehicle.

The officer asked the
passenger if anything illegal
inside the vehicle, and he
said he had a very small bag
of marijuana. The officer
conducted a search of the
vehicle and located in the
middle area of the front in
a black box, methamphet-
amine.

Herndon told the officer
that the meth was his and
the passenger had nothing
to do with it. He was arrest-
ed and transported to the
county jail.

Laurens County
Sheriff’s Office

- A deputy talked with
a person about a possible
trespass that happened on
Pine Hill Road around 1:47
p.m. on March 9.

- Around 1:30 p.m. on
March 9, a man talked
with a deputy about his son
stealing his money.

- A theft occurred on
Kenneth Hilburn Circle
around 8 a.m. on March 9.

- A deputy responded
to a location on Old Haw-
kinsville Road in reference
to an altered mental status
around 9:38 a.m. on March

6.

- A theft occurred on
Achord Road around 6:48
p-m. on March 10.

- On March 9, around
3:17 p.m., a deputy arrived
at Bradley Court for train-
ing purposes.

- Shalon Makia John-
son, 21, of Forest Park, was
charged with driving under
the influence of drugs on
I-16 West around 8:51 p.m.
March 7.

- A deputy responded to
property damage on Marley
Cannon Road around 10:08
p-m. on March 5.

- A deputy came into
contact with and arrest-
ed Robert Ogletree, 53,
of Rentz for possession of
methamphetamine at Tay-
lor Grocery Road in Cad-
well around 8:14 p.m. on
March 5.

- On March 7, around
9 a.m., a deputy met with

a person at the Laurens
County Sheriff's Office in
reference to a violation of a
court order on Payne Rentz
between Dec. 27, 2025 and
March 7, 2026.

Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record
and was taken from re-
ports of local law enforce-
ment agencies. These re-
ports do not reflect guilt
or innocence. An "arrest"
does not always indicate
incarceration. Readers are
cautioned that people may
have similar names. Po-
lice Beat does not identify
minor children, victims of
sexual assault, suicide at-
tempts or medical condi-
tions. Cases dismissed do
not appear if the newspa-
per is notified before dead-
line.

<) TELL IT!

CALL 272-0375, EMAIL
CHTELLITRGMAIL.COM, OR

TELL IT! AT

COURIERHERALDTODAY.COM

Dublin City is still de-
lusional. Keeping IGA while
cutting other places. I guess
the special people need their
“private public” school. I
wish the state would make

Local 7-day Forecast:

The next 48 hours:

them cut it.

Too bad Dublin didn’t
fight for all the other posi-
tions as much as they are
fighting to keep IGA. Cut

TUESDAY:

o 69°

Cooler with sun followed by clouds.

Sunrise: 7:31 a.m.

TUESDAY NIGHT:

Mainly cloudy.

Sunset: 7:46 p.m.

WEDNESDAY:

w70

Rather cloudy with a couple of
showers and a thunderstorm.

Sunrise: 7:29 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:

Partly cloudy.

Sunset: 7:47 p.m.

S e < Py
- J & [~ :
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Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
3/26 3/27 3/28 3/29 3/30
HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW
79/ 85/ 66/ 70/ 79/
Mostly sunny and Very warm Mostly cloudy Plenty of Mostly cloudy, a
pleasant. with plenty of and cooler. sunshine. morning shower
sunshine. in spots.
Sunrise: 7:28 a.m. Sunrise: 7:27 a.m. Sunrise: 7:25 a.m. Sunrise: 7:24 a.m. Sunrise: 7:23 a.m.
Sunset: 7:47 p.m. Sunset: 7:48 p.m. Sunset: 7:49 p.m. Sunset: 7:50 p.m. Sunset: 7:50 p.m.
River levels...
Oconee (at Dublin) 8.39'
Ocmulgee (at Macon) 8.79'

Classifieds

Greensman Part Time
The City of Dublin is accepting appli-
cations for a Part Time Greensman.
Must be available to work on Satur-
day and Sunday. Provides labor and
support for a variety of entry level
golf course conditioning functions to
include but not limited to hand raking,
push rotary and fly mowing, laying
sod, topdressing, shoveling, range
care, greens check, and debris care.
All duties must be performed in a safe
and efficient manner, and in a manner
that does not disrupt golfers.
This position’s primarily responsible
for operating equipment and providing
knowledge, labor and support for the
daily conditioning of the golf course.
Work is performed under the direction
of the Golf Course Superintendent.
Starting salary is $13.52 per hour.
Successful applicant must pass a
drug screen and have a valid Georgia
Driver’s license.
Applicants may apply online through
our www.cityofdublin.org website until
position is filled. The City of Dublin is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Real Estate

Houses for Rent: 2 bedroom $1,050/month
and 2 bedroom $725/month. No Animals;
References required. 478-278-9012

those expenses.

If only 14 percent of
those at IGA are really gift-
ed, why can’t they be gifted
in their regular school? DCS
does not need a separate
school when taxes are so
high and you are in debt.

Someone please justi-
fy the staffing and building
expenses of IGA if only 14
percent are really gifted? Is
that why my taxes are high?

Dublin - look around
you. Counties in good stand-
ing don’t have an IGA like
program. So what makes
you think you should keep it
when you are broke and we
are all paying ridiculous tax-
es.

I would be securing
a job somewhere else if I
worked in Dublin. They still
haven’t sent out contracts.

I encourage everyone
to connect with a committee
member on this. We need
a pipe band of bagpipes for
the 2027 St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade. Who’s with me? Pipes
are a staple of St. Patrick’s
parades.

NEWS DIGEST

The regular meeting of
the board of commission-
ers of the Dublin Housing
Authority will be held on
Thursday, March 26 at 5
p-m. at the administrative
building in the James W.
Strickland boardroom lo-
cated at 500 W. Mary St.
The agenda follows:

- Call to order

- Roll call of members

- Invocation

- Pledge of Allegiance

- Recognition of guests/
presentations

- Approval of regular

minutes of Feb. 26 and
called meeting March 12

- Financial reports,
Check history reports, TAR
reports, 90 day forecast

- Old business: Update
on RAD development/
NSPIRE/2026 annual plan
and 5 year plan update

- New business: HVAC-
Bell Homes Project

- Executive director’s re-
port

- Executive session

- Commissioner’s com-
ments

SUITES BY HILTON i\

www.hilton.com
105 Travel Center Blvd., Dublin, GA 31021

478-205-5464

Jelterson Street Baptist Church

Holy Week Services

jsbcdublin.com
209 N Jefferson Street

Dublin, GA

Monday-Friday @12:10pm
Monday, March 30 -Matt Haywood
Pastor, Bethlehem Baptist Church

Tuesday, March 31- Max Rodgers
Pastor, Olivet Baptist Church

Wednesday, April 1- Matt Greene
Pastor, Dudley Baptist Church

Thursday, April 2- Keith Collins
Pastor, New Bethel Baptist Church

Friday, April 3- Bryce Robinson

Pastor, Jefferson Street Baptist Church

£

(478)272-7750
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Class of the week: Mrs. NeSmith's 2nd graders at Hillcrest Elementary

Students in Mrs. Krystal
NeSmith’s second grade
class at Hillcrest Elementary
were joined by Herald the
Hound last week to hear a
story and learn about the
importance of reading. The
students proved their sharp

reading skills by playing a
letter scavenger hunt, quick-
ly finding letters and words
in the newspaper. They also
showed that they have been
paying attention in class,

knowing how to identify and
write an opinion piece
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HERALD'S ART GALLERY

"Every child is an artist,"
said famed painter
Pablo Picasso, and
these art submissions
from East Laurens
Primary prove just that.
At left, Kalani sent in

a stunning portrait

of Herald. Below, Ella
Grace drew a colorful
scene with a person
who looks suspiciously
like Courier Herald
advertising director
Connie Adams

by Helene
Hovanec

Puzzles4Kids

RIDDLE SEARCH — EXPRESS YOURSELF
Look up, down, and diagenally, both forward and backward to find every word on the list.
Circle each one as you find it. When all the words are circled, take the UNUSED letters
and write them on the blanks below. Go from left to right and top to bottom to find the i
answer to this riddle: How should you speak to a giant? create theirown

light. This lightisa |

ANNOUNCE result of energy \
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DISCUSS N E G D I 8 C U S S the tissues of the :
EXPLAIN jellyfish.Itiscalled ™)
GAB O M T U E P H G P B “bioluminescence”
GOSSIP = It enables them to
MENTION U A N | E O A G E E % camouflage themselves
MUMBLE = from predators, lure '
RANT N R AV E N T E A L = their prey and even
RE I\?:\Rfi é “communicate”
FESPOND C K R G T DWW S K B g with other jellyfish.
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Riddle answer:
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way ~Ng HIS S el e e I E 2
that each row across, each celumn down and ~g @ % £ = [« D|e|of|0
each small 6-box sguare contains all of the o a(n:/tu = < o] v|<|lzglie
numbers from one to six. [ - V=z=z0>=zclWo
£ 2026 King Featares Syrd., Inc.

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

Teachers, do you want us to visit your classroom next? Students, do you have
artwork, poems or stories you want to submit for possible publication? Email us at
read@courierheraldtoday.com.
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