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CaMMT for anTXerT
 reTignationT at DCS Coard meeting

 The overflow crowd at
Monday night's Dublin City
Board of Education meeting
wanted answers. Some of
the board members wanted
resignations.

 Stewing for months, pub-
lic outcry about the district's
financial crisis reached a
boiling point over a recent
decision to move alternative
students out of Moore Street
School to make way for a
new magnet school. The
new school would serve as a
feeder program for the high
school's distinguished inter-
national baccalaureate pro-
gram and would replace the
controversial Irish Gifted
Academy. However, many
in the crowd perceived it as
another means of putting
white, out-of-district stu-
dents ahead of its predomi-
nately black student popula-
tion.

 About 90 percent of
Dublin CIty's students are
black while almost half of
the approximately 300 stu-
dents at IGA, which serves
grades K-8, are white.

Parents, residents and
the board's three black
members said Monday
they were blindsided by last
week's decision, which was
made at called meeting April
21. Both the magnet school

" standing�room�only crowd attended .onday night's board meeting
 most of them seeking answers last week's vote to 
move Dublin's alternative school to the high school campus to make way for a new magnet school at .oore Street/RODNEY 
MANLEY

and changes at Moore Street
passed by 4-3 votes. Both
items were discussed as
having been recommended
by state officials to address
the district's financial crisis.

 "I'm so disappointed in
how we handled the meet-
ing last week," said board
member Kenny Walters.
"Our leaders have failed us
because they didn't get that
information to us. ... A lot of
my constituents, even my-

self, have said maybe they
need to resign. Maybe they
need to get someone else to
do it."

 Board member JoAnna
Glover said she was "with
Kenny on the recommen-
dation to Miss Chairman
Amanda (Smith), and (in-
terim Superintendent) Mar-
cee Pool. Something has to
be done."

 The board last week
heard about a 15-minute

presentation detailing prob-
lems with the Irish Gifted
Academy and why the IB
magnet school would be a
better option, if for no other
reason than financially. The
operational setup of the IGA
was described as "confus-
ing," with no true way of de-
termining costs. The magnet
school also would generate
state funding for a principal
and other positions that cur-
rently are paid locally.

 Most of the more than
half-dozen people who
spoke during public com-
ments Monday demanded
to see all formal cost-cut-
ting recommendations that
came from the state. Board
member John Bell said res-
idents would not have been
happy with suggestions for
Moore Street School.

BZ RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter BZ RODNEY MANLEY
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 The Jesus Others Your-
self Clinic is seeking prayer
and donations to help con-
tinue its mission of serv-
ing those in need while a
woman with almost no con-
nection to the community
helped out.

 The J.O.Y. Clinic’s Day
of Prayer and Giving will
be on May 3. The clinic has
invited all 49 churches in
the Laurens Baptist Asso-
ciation, local businesses
and individuals to pray for
it and collect donations as
well.

 Rita Green, executive
director at the J.O.Y. Clin-

ic, called this an invitation
to join them in doing God’s
work.

 “At the J.O.Y. Clinic, we
live out this calling,” she
said. “We provide compre-
hensive, whole-person care
to those who qualify� indi-
viduals who work, live in
Laurens County, and whose
household income is at or
below 200 percent of the
federal poverty level. Ev-
ery dollar raised on May 3
goes directly to keeping our
doors open, covering es-
sential medical and dental
supplies, medications for
our patients, and the three
part-time staff positions
that make it all possible.
Without our community’s

support, we cannot contin-
ue to provide this care.”

 People can take or mail
donations to 410 Academy
Ave. For 14 years, the clinic
has served this communi-
ty’s working poor and vul-
nerable populations, Green
said.

 “What began with a gen-
erous donation of a dental
practice from the family of
Dr. Hayward J. Williams,
local pastors, physicians,
committed volunteers and
a grant from the Georgia
Baptist Health Care Minis-
try Foundation, has grown
into a comprehensive
health care ministry oper-
ating from two locations,”
Green said.

 The J.O.Y. Clinic ser-
vices include dental care,
primary health care, vision
care and spiritual care. The
clinic’s work is powered by
12 volunteers - adminis-
trative staff and healthcare
providers alike, along with
three paid part-time em-
ployees.

 Recently, Green men-
tioned a woman, who works

a similar clinic in the Atlan-
ta area, who donated items
and money. The woman’s
only tie to Dublin was that
her fiancp, who passed
away, grew up here.

 “I am one of those people
who likes do things anony-
mously,” said the woman. “I
don’t want the spotlight on
me. I’m not out there to get

credit.”
 The woman informed

Green that she would hap-
pily talk about what she did
while focusing everything
back to the clinic.

 “I want awareness and
visibility to be on all of the
individuals, churches and
organizations in Dublin,
Laurens County who are

5he +.0.:. $linic medical sign outside the building on "cad�
emy "venue. 5he clinic is asking churches
 businesses and 
individuals for prayers and donations this Sunday/PAYTON 
TO8NS III
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Spreading +.0.:. ⚶anonymous donor urges people to help clinic
fighting the good fight,” the
woman said. “I have noth-
ing but respect and appre-
ciation for them. Whether
you have a population of 10
or 10 million, it is one per-
son at a time that you help.”   

 The woman had a trip
that took her through Dub-
lin and she made a special
trip to drop off items and a
check.

 “I’m familiar with the
needs of helping those who
don’t have insurance and all
of those sort of side things
that go along with that,” she
said. “I saw their Amazon
wishlist online and ordered
some stuff.”

 The woman’s only con-
nection to the J.O.Y. Clinic
was her late fiancp. She first
came to the clinic in 2019.
She is now doing similar
work as a volunteer in a
clinic in Atlanta.

 “I have learned that the
need is there for medical
care and medical assess-
ment for those who don’t

-ittle ones with their parents will line up to get an up�close look at planes 	above
 and law 
enforcement vehicles 	right
 at the Wheels � Wings and 0ther 5hings
 held by ,id's $up
 
at the W.H. '#ud' #arron "irport
 from � a.m. to 2 p.m. on .ay �/'ILE PHOTOS

Planes, cars and rescue
vehicles will be on display,
but it will be a week later
than originally planned.

 The predicted weather

forecast pushed back Kid’s
Cup's annual Wheels 	
Wings and Other Things at
the W.H. µBud’ Barron Air-
port, 675 Airport Road. It
will now be held from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, May
9. The event is free but do-

nations to benefit the orga-
nization will be taken near
the entrance.

 “We call this a fund-
raiser, friend-raiser,” said

J.O.Y.
Continued on page 8

(earT doXn
 WeIiDMeT parLed 
for annuaM Kid'T Cup eWent
BZ PAYTON TO8NS III
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KID'S CUP
Continued on page 8

 More than two dozen
candidates have applied for
the job of new superinten-
dent of the cash-strapped
Dublin City school district.
 The superintendent
search led by the Georgia
School Board Association
drew a total of 25 applicants,
said school board Chair-
woman Amanda Smith.
 "We are super-excit-
ed about going forward,"
Smith said at Monday
night's school board.
 The GSBA is screening
the applicants and checking
references. After the inter-
view process, finalists could
be announced by the end of
May.
 The new leader will be
tasked with turning around
the struggling school sys-
tem, which just months ago
was projected to end of the
current fiscal year with a
$13 million deficit. The new
superintendent will replace
Fred Williams, who stepped
down to take an early retire-
ment in September after the
school district's financial
troubles surfaced.

DUBLIN SCHOOLS
Continued on page 8

SUPERINTENDENT
Continued on page 8

1ublic
 some board 
members protest 
vote on .oore St.�I("

25 apply to be 
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ATLANTA — The only 
major debate between Re-
publican candidates for 
Georgia governor brimmed 
with personal attacks and 
appeals to President Don-
ald Trump’s followers and 
off ered less to guide voters 
on policy directions.

The debate hosted by 
the Atlanta Press Club and 
aired by Georgia Public 
Broadcasting took place 
Monday as Georgians start-
ed heading to the polls for 
early voting ahead of the 
May 19 primary.

The two leading candi-
dates, Lt. Gov. Burt Jones 
and businessman Rick 
Jackson, pummeled each 
other over their campaign 
fundraising and personal 
ethics. Other candidates 
piled on.

Jones and Jackson 
praised Trump, as did Sec-
retary of State Brad Raff en-
sperger.

That left Attorney Gen-
eral Chris Carr to cut a trail 
toward the moderate voters 
that he said were a grow-
ing factor in elections. He 
pledged to promote literacy 
and aff ordable housing and 
spoke of mental health as 
a “root cause” of poverty, 
saying he would address it 
with a regional approach.

Jackson styled himself 
a self-made wealthy en-
trepreneur raised in a bro-
ken home, who went on to 
create a company worth 
billions that employs thou-
sands. Jones introduced 
himself as a sixth genera-
tion Georgian and the only 
candidate on the sound set 
endorsed by Trump.

Raff ensperger defend-
ed himself as several can-
didates raised concerns 
about the state’s voting sys-
tem, which he oversees. He 
responded by blaming the 
Legislature and with dis-
ciplined pivots to attacks 
against Keisha Lance Bot-

toms, as if he had already 
won the primary and were 
debating her.

Bottoms, the former At-
lanta mayor, is a leading 
gubernatorial contender on 
the Democratic side.

Four other lesser-known 
candidates struggled for 
airtime.

Clark Dean intro-
duced himself as a Har-
vard-trained biomedical 
engineer and the only Eagle 
Scout on the set. He said he 
would use artifi cial intelli-
gence to streamline Geor-
gia government.

Gregg Kirkpatrick said 
he invented two dozen 
medical devices that gener-
ated jobs and profi ts while 
reducing the cost of health 
care. He said his business 
leadership had prepared 
him to govern.

Tom Williams said he 
worked 35 years at Robbins 
Air Force Base supporting 
the military with electron-
ics and software.

And Ken Yasger said 
he enlisted in the Army 
Rangers, was deployed to 
Afghanistan, and was the 
only Republican guberna-
torial candidate who had 
been shot at by the Taliban. 
Now a bartender on Tybee 
Island, he positioned him-
self as a man of the peo-
ple, saying he chose to run 
for offi  ce after watching an 
elderly man with a walker 
come up short while trying 
to buy bread and a half doz-
en eggs.

Jones and Jackson have 
burned through millions of 
dollars lobbing attack ad-
vertisements at each other. 
Yasger asked Jones how 
he could possibly relate to 
normal people after spend-
ing that kind of money like 
that.

Jones responded that 
he would prefer not to have 
had to spend that money, 
saying he did not start the 
fi ght.

Late last year, a myste-
rious group paid for attack 

ads against Jones, before 
Jackson started fi ring off  
his own attacks.

When the moderator 
asked Jackson point blank 
if he had been behind the 
anonymous group, Jackson 
said “absolutely not.”

Jones and Jackson 
would spend much of the 
debate fi ring volleys at each 
other over the source of 
their money. At one point, 
Jackson enlisted Carr, 
who said he would have 
launched an investigation 
into Jones’ activities if he 
himself were not a candi-
date.

Jones attacked Jackson 
on immigration, trying to 
put distance between Jack-
son and Trump.

“You claim to be tough 
on illegal deportation, but 
you’ve got illegals work-
ing in your backyard as we 
speak right now,” Jones 
said.

Jackson responded that 
he would deport “criminal 
illegals” as governor.

Jones pressed him: 
“You don’t have any illegals 
working for you right now? 
Or in the past?”

Jackson’s answer: “I 
don’t know.” He said he had 
hired thousands of people 
and had obeyed the law.

Jones closed by remind-
ing viewers that Trump had 
endorsed him, saying it was 
because the president knew 
him and trusted him.

Earlier, Raff ensperger 
had praised the president’s 
strategy for “reshoring” 
jobs, saying that as gover-
nor he would help retrain 
the next generation for jobs 
in advanced manufactur-
ing. He also took another 
jab at Bottoms, saying she 
had allowed crime to go un-
checked in Atlanta.

Jackson said that he was 
too wealthy to be bought 
by special interests, that he 
was a philanthropist and 
that he wanted to be gover-
nor so he could help people, 
like another wealthy man 

who won offi  ce.
“President Trump’s 

business focus inspired 
me to run,” Jackson said. 
“Georgia needs business 
leadership, focus on results, 
not politics. I’ll be just like 
him, with a Southern tone.”

Carr appealed to mod-
erate voters by saying that 
Democrats are not the en-
emy. They are merely an 
opponent to be defeated in 

November.
“And let me tell you 

who’s not going to win. It’s 
not going to be the candi-
date that raises his or her 
hand and says, ‘I got the 
most money or I got one 
endorsement’,” he said, 
adding that the winner will 
be the Republican who ap-
peals “to the ever-growing 
independent voter in this 
state.”
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 Mr. Bobby Joe Cam-
mack, 84, beloved husband 
of Joan Posey Cammack of 
Soperton, passed away ear-
ly Monday morning, April 
27, 2026 at Treutlen County 
Health and Rehabilitation 
Center.

Funeral services were 
conducted at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, April 29, 2026 
in the Billy Williams Chapel 
of Sammons Funeral Home 
with Pastor Kerry Walker 
and Pastor Adam Tarver of-
fi ciating.

Bobby was laid to rest 
in the Harmony Baptist 
Church Cemetery.

Please share a memory, 
leave a condolence message 
and sign the online guest 
register at www.sammons-
funeralhome.com.

Sammons Funeral 
Home, Since 1917

BoCCZ Joe CammaDL

Anne RutI MuMMiT
 Mrs. Anne Ruth Mullis,  

78, passed away on Sat-
urday, April 25, 2026, in 
McRae Manor Nursing 
Home.

Mrs. Mullis was born 
on June 9, 1947, in Dublin, 
Georgia and was of the Bap-
tist faith. She enjoyed fi sh-
ing and spending time with 
her family. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents, 
Earnest and Ruth Carroll 
Batchlor; her former hus-
band, Hilbert Mullis; two 
sons, Gary Arthur Mullis 
and Eddie Lamar Mullis; 
and her brother, Herman 
Batchlor.

She is survived by her 
son, Greg Mullis of East 
Dublin; two sisters, Carol 
Brewer of Houston, Texas 
and Tina Greene; brother, 
Tom Batchlor of Waleska; 
and several grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and 
nieces and nephews.

A private service will be 
held at a later date.

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel has charge of the 
arrangements. To sign the 
Online Register Book please 
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com.

 Herman Maddox, 78, of 
Eastman, Ga., passed away 
on Monday, April 27, 2026.

 Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Thursday, 
April 30, at Southerland 
Funeral Chapel, with inter-
ment in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery.

 He is survived by his 
daughters – Carol Bond 
(Darryl) and Melinda Mad-
dox; son – Allen Maddox 
(Tina); grandchildren – 
Wesley, Jacob, Ryan, Ike, 

Herman MaddoY

Riley and Morgan Danielle; 
three great-grandchildren; 
sister – Betty McElheny; 
brother – Joe Maddox 
(Rita).

 The family will receive 
friends in Southerland Fu-
neral Chapel from 1 p.m. - 2 
p.m. Thursday, April 30. 

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has 
charge of arrangements.                                         

ATLANTA — Tax cuts coexisted with high-
er spending on education and health care when 
Democrats running for governor laid out their 
positions this week.

At a debate hosted by the Atlanta Press Club 
and aired by Georgia Public Broadcasting on 
Monday, as early voters headed to the polls, 
several candidates said they would address af-
fordability by changing Georgia taxes. Nearly all 
said they would update the formula that funds 
public schools. And nearly all said they would 
expand Medicaid, a move rejected by Republi-
cans as too expensive.

The leading candidates also faced attacks by 
their competitors.

Jason Esteves, a former state senator and 
Atlanta school board chairman, attacked Keisha 
Lance Bottoms over public safety when she was 
mayor of Atlanta. He blamed her for the shoot-

ing death of Secoriea Turner, 8, in 2020 amid 
protests.

State Rep. Derrick Jackson, D-Tyrone, as-
sailed Esteves over his vote for pro-charter 
school legislation last year when he was in the 
Senate.

Olu Brown, a pastor, fi red at Geoff  Duncan, 
who switched from Republican to Democrat af-
ter serving as lieutenant governor, excoriating 
him for backing legislation against transgender 
people. Duncan also took withering attacks over 
his former position against abortion. He said he 
had pivoted on both issues as he transitioned 
away from the GOP.

Mike Thurmond, former state lawmaker and 
labor commissioner who also ran the DeKalb 
County school system and then the county gov-
ernment, railed against the state sales tax. He 
said he would cut it in half, calling it the most 
painful form of taxation for people with low in-
comes.

Bottoms defended her leadership of Atlanta 

by saying she had raised police and fi refi ghter 
pay while balancing the budget and building af-
fordable housing.

Duncan said he could win the general elec-
tion in November by rallying independent vot-
ers and “disgusted” Republicans. He pledged to 
have the most diverse cabinet of any governor 
in state history.

Esteves said he favored a property tax cut 
and would make commercial property owners 
pay what they owe.

Jackson said he would work to raise the min-
imum wage.

And Amanda Duff y, a self-described low-in-
come Georgian, said she would change the 
state income tax from a fl at 5.19� rate to an in-
come-based bracket system like the federal gov-
ernment uses. She said she wanted the wealthy 
to pay a larger proportion of their income. She 
also said she would not accept full governor’s 
pay if elected.

BZ TY TA(AMI
CapitoM Beat NeXT SerWiDe
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MOMENTS IN TIME

 * On May 11, 1659, the 
Massachusetts Bay Colo-
ny passed a law banning 
the celebration of Christ-
mas, with a prohibition on 
"feasting and similar satan-
ic practices" accompanied 
by a fi ve-shilling penalty. 
Nearly 40 years earlier, the 
governor of the Plymouth 
Colony, in similar Scrooge-
like spirit, had actually 
(and personally) confi scat-
ed toys.

* On May 12, 1903, cam-
eraman H.J. Miles fi lmed 
President Theodore Roos-
evelt as he rode in a parade 
in his honor. The resulting 
movie, later played on nick-
elodeons in arcades across 
the country, was unusual 
not just because Roosevelt 
was one of the fi rst pres-
idents to have an offi  cial 
activity recorded in that 
medium, but because his 
carriage was escorted by 
the Ninth U.S. Cavalry Reg-
iment, an all-Black compa-
ny.

* On May 13, 1920, the 
Socialist Party nominated 

Eugene V. Debs as its can-
didate for president in the 
upcoming November elec-
tion, notably undeterred by 
the fact that he happened 
to be serving a decade-long 
sentence at an Atlanta fed-
eral penitentiary.

* On May 14, 1973, Sky-
lab, America's fi rst space 
station, was successfully 
launched into orbit around 
the earth. Eleven days lat-
er, astronauts Charles Con-
rad, Joseph Kerwin and 
Paul Weitz rendezvoused 
with the station, repaired 
a jammed solar panel and 
conducted scientifi c exper-
iments during their 28-day 
stay aboard it.
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May day! May day!
No, I’m not signaling 

distress.  I’m simply not-
ing that this week we move 
on to the fifth month of the 
year, and the first day is - 
you guessed it - May day.

Later in the month we 
get Cinco de Mayo (5th), 
Mother’s Day (10th), and 
Memorial Day (25th).  Busy 
month, eh?

Of course, every week 
there’s this silly trivia col-
umn thing that you find in 
the newspaper, so if the up-
coming holiday events ar-
en’t exactly causing you to 
have tingles of excitement, 
perhaps the trivia will.  I 
kind of hope so, anyway.

Enjoy!
Did you know …
« the star of a clas-

sic monster movie had to 
be lied to in order for her 
to accept the role?  While 
pre-production of 1933’s 
iconic King Kong was un-
derway, director Merian 
Cooper (1893-1973) con-
vinced actress Fay Wray 
(1907-2004) to star in the 
film by promising her “the 
tallest, darkest leading man 
in Hollywood.”  Wray was 
convinced she’d be paired 
with someone like Cary 
Grant (1904-1986) but 
when she arrived on the set, 
Cooper pointed to the giant 
ape and said it was the “tall-
est, darkest leading man 
in Hollywood.”  (Well, he 
wasn’t exactly wrong, you 

know.)
… a popular children’s 

literature character debuted 
under a different name 
in the United Kingdom?  
When the first book in the 
Curious George series by 
H.A. Rey (1898-1977) came 
out in the 8.K. in 1941, the 
mischievous monkey was 
renamed Zozo.  Why?  Be-
cause it was felt there was 
a level of disrespect with 
the monkey sharing the 
name of the country’s King, 
George VI (1895-1952).  (I 
doubt His Majesty really 
would have minded.)

… the Viking Age lasted 
a bit over 275 years?  His-
torians say the Viking Age 
– the period of time during 
which Scandinavian seafar-
ers roamed the coastlines 
of Europe, plundering and 
conquering – began about 
790 AD.  It came to an end 
in 1066, when William I 
(1028-1087), Duke of Nor-
mandy, was crowned King 
of England.  (I’m not sure 
why a French nobleman 
taking over England ended 
the Viking age, but there 
you are.)

… a liquid exists which 
can be breathed?  Called 
perflourohexane, animals 
submerged in the liquid 
are able to survive with-
out drowning.  The liquid 
has sufficient oxygen in it 
for respiration to continue, 
but research is still going 
on concerning its use with 
humans beyond temporary 
“partial liquid ventilation.”  
The liquid is used to treat 

burn victims, whose lungs 
can be filled with perflouro-
hexane while burned lung 
tissue heals.  Pulmonary 
edema has been shown to 
be suppressed by the liq-
uid, scientists say.  (I think 
I saw that in a movie.)

« one of England’s most 
celebrated bad men had 
his execution botched – 
but they went ahead with 
it anyway?  Guy Fawkes 
(1570-1606) was sentenced 
to death for his role in 
the Gunpowder Plot, an 
attempt to blow up Par-
liament and assassinate 
King James I (1566-1625).  
Fawkes was, in fact, sen-
tenced to be hung, drawn, 
and quartered – a particu-
larly painful and messy way 
to die.  But Fawkes got the 
last word, escaping from 
the guards and jumping 
from the gallows.  He man-
aged to break his neck on 
landing, but the execution-
ers decided to do their jobs 
anyway.  They couldn’t do 
the hanging, of course, but 
they did do the drawing and 
quartering, cutting Fawkes’ 
corpse into four pieces and 
sending them to the four 
corners of the kingdom as a 
warning not to do stuff like 
he did.  (I guess it worked 
- it hasn’t happened since.)

… alcohol was available 
by prescription during Pro-
hibition?  During the period 
from 1920-1933, the manu-
facture, sale or consump-
tion of alcohol was forbid-
den under the terms of the 
Eighteenth Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution.  But 
the 8.S. Department of the 
Treasury authorized phy-
sicians to write prescrip-
tions for “medicinal” alco-
hol.  While Prohibition was 
the law of the land, doctors 
would advise their patients 
to take doses of booze to 
stave off a number of ail-
ments, including cancer, in-
digestion, and depression.  
(Clever.  Very, very clever.)

… a woman once claimed 
that her chicken laid eggs 
prophesying the end of 
the world?  In 1806, Mary 
Bateman (1768-1809) of 
Yorkshire, England, who 
was a con artist of the first 
order, said her chicken laid 
eggs with words written on 
them telling of the coming 

apocalypse.  She charged 
people a penny to see the 
three eggs, but when the 
hen was taken away, no 
more message-laden eggs 
were laid.  Turns out the hen 
laid normal eggs, Bateman 
would write the messag-
es on the shells, and then 
stuff them back into the 
bird to be laid once again.  
Bateman would meet her 
end after being convicted 
of poisoning several people 
and being hanged.  (Ugh.)

… a Major League Base-
ball pitcher has a record that 
may never be broken?  Jon 
Garland (born 1979) was 
pitching for the Arizona Di-
amondbacks in 2009 when, 
on August 29, he defeated 
the Los Angeles Dodgers in 

L.A.  During that series, the 
Diamondbacks traded Gar-
land to the Dodgers, and 
he was notified of the trade 
during a game.  On Septem-
ber 3, the Dodgers started 
Garland against the Dia-
mondbacks, and he pitched 
a win against his old team-
mates.  Garland is thus the 
only pitcher in MLB his-
tory to win a game for one 
team and then win one for 
the team he defeated in the 
same week.  (Sandy Koufax, 
eat your heart out.)

… poison oak is not oak?  
Nor is poison ivy a form 
of ivy.  Both are members 
of the cashew family.  (I’ll 
stick to just plain cashews, 
if you don’t mind.)

Now ... you know!

*FREE*
Vidalia Onions

When you subscribe or renew 
your subscription between 

May 1st - May 31st, 2026 to 
the Courier Herald for 

3 months or more. 
(Prepayment required) 

IT’S VIDALIA 

ONION TIME!

Call 478-272-5522
or stop by our office to 
renew or start a new 
subscription.

Expires May 31, 2026

WAR STORIES - John Brown Gordon came to Dublin 
to speak about his military experiences.  The 66-year-old 
warrior knew full well what he was talking about. He was 
right there in the middle of the worst cataclysm to ever take 
place on the American continent. John Brown was actual-
ly the only person in the history of Georgia to serve as a 
governor, U.S. Senator and Major General (CSA). General 
Gordon served in all of the major battles of the Army of 
Northern Virginia under Gen. Robert E. Lee. Gordon led 
the last charge of the Civil War before the Confederate sur-
render at Appomattox.  His subject, “The Last Days of the 
Confederacy,” was presented to aid the newly established 
Christ Episcopal Church on March 31, 1898. Gen. Gordon 
returned to the area in 1900 to speak to those attending 
the Chautaugua in Wrightsville,  Savannah Morning News. 
March 27, 1898, May 19, 1900.

THE RED BADGE OF WHISKEY - Nothing was more 
contentious in elections than the right of a man to buy whis-
key, legal in Dublin and Laurens County. All through the 
1880s and well into the 1890s, the prohibitionists sought to 
ban the sale of demon rum. When the anti-whiskey group 
was in control, there were outright bans or overburden-
ing license fees. During one of those elections in October 
1888, the drinkers sought to bribe a large group of men to 
vote for liquor. The promoters liquored up the men and 
placed bright, blood-red badges on them and handed them 
a matching ticket to show how they were supposed to vote.  
As the men were approaching the polling place, one yelled, 
“You temperance people are fighting the saloon keepers, 
we are fighting Jesus.” Temperance won the election over 
drunkenness. Savannah Morning News, Oct. 9, 1888. 

ANCIENT LADY - Emily Horn, of Laurens County, lived 
a long life. Born into slavery in 1786, Miss Emily, was a 
slave of the Yopp and Lee families.  She died in 1898 at the 
ripe age of 111 years.  Savannah News, Jan. 12, 1898.

THE WRATH OF MOTHER NAT8RE - Most of the 
time, Mother Nature is good to us. Other times, she is very, 
very bad to us. There was a time back in the spring of 1900, 
when nature caused a still pause for railroad workers out-
side of Dexter. Just about noon, J.R. Hightower’s railroad 
workers were putting out crossties. All of a sudden the 
workers heard a roaring sound similar to a railroad train.  
The rumbling wasn’t a tornado, a normal occurrence near 
Dexter in the spring. As the men looked around a tall pine 
disappeared into the ground. Then another pine sucked 
into the ground.  Hightower, upon seeing the 24'x24' abyss, 
immediately knew what was happening. The whole event 
was nothing more than the creation of a lime sink, which 
are located in several places in the southwestern corner of 
Laurens County, where subterranean waters come close to 
the surface.  Savannah Morning News, April 23, 1900

BEHOLD THE HYDRA - Jim Rice was out walking one 
day in Laurens County when he beheld a strange curiosity.  
Rice stooped down to examine what appeared to be a small 
eight-inch snake. Much to his amazement, Rice discovered 
that the snake had two heads, four eyes and two tongues, 
which fluttered simultaneously to warn Rice. Savannah 
Morning News, Sept. 14, 1891.

WHERE’S THE BEEF? - Bud Corder and Lucas Wood-
ard were powerfully hungry so they grabbed their rifles and 
sought out a prime cow to kill for some beef for supper.  

The two residents of Nameless, Ga., near Mt. Carmel Bap-
tist Church, picked out a nice bull and shot it. The slight-
ly stunned and much-annoyed bovine bolted toward the 
refuge of the woods. An eight-man posse caught up with 
their prey several times.  More shots were fired, but the bull 
would still not fall. All day that Saturday and into Sunday 
morning, the chase was on. The hunters finally gave up 
their search for the beef, which went uneaten when the big 
cow disappeared in to swamp.  Savannah Morning News, 
Oct. 10, 1899.

THE DAY REEDY SPRINGS WAS POMMELED - Hail-
storms are not rare in Laurens County, but in mid-May 
of 1887, the most remarkable hailstorm struck the Reedy 
Springs Community of Laurens County with a vengeance.  
The young cotton and corn crops were destroyed when the 
accumulated hail measured a whopping seven inches. The 
damage to the cotton was so severe that most of the cotton 
farmers set out to replant to salvage their crops. The Savan-
nah Morning News, May 21, 1887.
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Dublin native Marcus 
Paul is one of those young 
people whose enthusiasm 
for the future is contagious.

A student at South Geor-
gia Technical College, Paul 
speaks with confidence 
about his goal of helping 
keep commercial aircraft 
safe. He’s learning how to 
frame, pressurize, and pow-
er airplanes—skills that 
could take him anywhere in 
the world.

“Commercial airlines 
must be worked on at the 
location where they are at, 
so when you are in aviation 
you can see the world,” Paul 
said. “I would like to be able 
to work on planes in places 
like Japan, Europe and even 
Greenland.”

But enrolling in such a 
specialized program was far 
from easy for this 21-year-
old. Paul has no family to 
encourage him or help fi-
nancially. He spent eight 
years in Georgia’s foster 
care system and aged out 
without the support most 
young adults take for grant-
ed.

Thanks to Georgia’s new 
$30 million Foster Care 
Tax Credit program, Paul 
no longer has to work long 
hours at a local car wash to 
cover rent, groceries, car 
insurance or his phone bill. 
Through the nonprofit Fos-

tering Success Act (FSA), 
the tax credit is helping him 
meet basic needs so he can 
focus on his demanding 
coursework.

“Only five percent of the 
students who enroll in this 
aviation program pass,” 
said Paul, now in his sec-
ond semester. “The classes 
are so demanding since it is 
aircraft safety. But I passed 
all my classes so far since it 
requires a lot of studying.”

Each year, more than 
600 young people age out 
of Georgia’s foster care sys-
tem. Most end up in hourly 
wage jobs with limited op-
portunity for advancement. 
Many face homelessness, 
poverty or dependence on 
public assistance. Research 
from the United States Sen-
ate found that one-fifth of 
the prison population spent 
time in foster care, and 71 
percent of young women 
leaving foster care become 
pregnant within the first 
year.

Pursuing a professional 
career was rarely possible—
until now.

Under this new tax cred-
it, Georgia taxpayers can re-
direct a portion of their state 
income taxes to support 
these youth, reducing their 
own tax burden whether 
they file individually, joint-
ly, as sole proprietors or as 

C corporations.
Since its inception, FSA 

has served 766 young adults 
with tax-credit funds, mak-
ing it possible for them to 
attend college or technical 
school, enroll in apprentice-
ship programs, or obtain 
their GED.

The tax credit covers the 
kinds of expenses a parent 
would normally shoulder: 
healthcare, housing, school 
supplies, computers, trans-
portation and even car re-
pairs. Some students need 
major dental or medical 
care before they can focus 
on school. Others need help 
with textbooks, rent or reli-

able transportation to class. 
FSA also provides each stu-
dent with a mentor—some-
one to encourage them and 
help them navigate adult-
hood.

Paul is exactly the kind of 
young person who deserves 
this chance. He knows what 
he wants to do with his life, 
and he is working hard to 
build a career that will allow 
him to repair aircraft across 
the globe.

This is what makes the 
Foster Care Tax Credit so 
powerful. It gives former 
foster youth a real path to 
independence and a way 
out of generational pover-
ty—while giving taxpayers 
a meaningful way to reduce 
their state income taxes.

May is National Foster 
Care Month. There is no 
better time for Georgia tax-
payers to take advantage of 
this opportunity to lower 
their tax burden and change 
the trajectory of a young 
person’s life.

To apply for the tax cred-
it, visit: https://fostering-
successact.org/start-the-
process/tax-credit/

Carr is executive direc-
tor of Fostering Success Act, 
Inc., the largest nonprofit 
raising funds and serving 
youth through Georgia’s 
foster care tax credit.

Early voting for Geor-
gia’s partisan primaries and 
judicial elections has begun. 
The polls that ask “If the 
election were held today” 
now matter, as the election 
is being held most days in 
person and each day by mail 
between now and May 19.  

Many of the polls we’ve 
seen thus far show “unde-
cided” is either winning or 
showing a strong placement 
in the top contests.  Tens of 
millions have already been 
spent, and a lot of voters 
thus far are just shrugging.

Consultants will tell 
those who asked these may 
be “low propensity voters” 
who may not even show up 
at the ballot box. They will 
also suggest they’ll break 
mostly in line with those 
who already have formed 
an opinion.  What they will 
never say is that these vot-
ers haven’t seen a message 
that engages them where 
they are, how they live and 
that addresses the problems 
they actually face in their 
daily lives.

Every credible campaign 
has a plan, and a message. 
They then devote their re-
sources to amplifying that 
message. In primaries, that 
message is crafted to reach 
“the base”. Those who con-
sider themselves in that 
prized voter group know 
their value, and treat it 
somewhat like a negotiating 
position, and somewhat like 
a hostage situation.  

During each election, 
“the base” has more and 
more demands of those who 
seek their votes. The result 
is that the hardcore mem-

bers of each party move the 
goal posts further and fur-
ther from the middle. 

“Undecided” shouldn’t 
be interpreted as “unin-
formed,” as the hard core 
partisans usually dismiss 
them as being. A voter who 
mistakenly tells an activist 
that they’re undecided will 
usually get a bit of a con-
descending lecture on their 
candidate’s talking points, 
as if the undecided voter 
just arrived here from Mars 
yesterday. 

There’s almost never a 
question prior to that such 
as “what do you know about 
the candidate or their posi-
tions?” They give no thought 
to ask “what concerns do 
you have about this race 
that would help you make 
up your mind?”

The folks who move the 
goal posts are so invested in 
the game that they’ve for-
gotten that the “normies” 
who eschew cable news 
and/or social media and just 
want to live their lives might 
have unaddressed concerns 
of their own.  In addition 

they may actually be turned 
off by much of the red meat 
rhetoric being served by the 
campaigns and their surro-
gates. 

Undecide voters are of-
ten looking for something 
to vote FOR.  This is com-
plicated by today’s default 
position of negative cam-
paigning. One need to look 
no further than the Repub-
lican side of the Governor’s 
race, where the top two 
contenders have spent tens 
of millions to tell us what a 
horrible person the other is.  

Candidates need to be 
reminded that the public 
already has a low opinion of 
the political profession be-
fore the mudslinging even 
starts. A constant negative 
drumbeat that “the other 
guy is bad” just drags down 
the image for all, rather 
than elevating the accuser 
above the fray.

Then there’s the “I’m 
going to change the way 
Washington (or Atlanta) 
works pitch. The Gover-
nor, as head of an execu-
tive branch, can actually do 

that. Washington, however, 
is filled with Senators and 
Congressmen who prom-
ised to go up there and fix 
things. Literally no one who 
thinks this promise through 
believes someone with one 
of 100 votes or one of 435 
votes is going to change 
the way Washington works 
as a freshman member. By 
the time they have enough 
seniority to do that, they’ll 
more likely be part of the 
system than a conduit to 
changing it.

The “undecideds” have 
seen and heard all of this 
before. Meanwhile, the is-
sues of the campaigns have 
become more focused on 
partisan fever dreams and 
their promises have become 
hyperbolic if not farcical. 
The premise that an unde-
cided voter isn’t paying at-
tention needs to be turned 
on its head. 

Many of my profession-
al, working adjacent to pol-
itics friends are undecided 
on several of the major rac-
es. They’re not undecided 
because they aren’t paying 
attention. They’re undecid-
ed because they are, and do 
not like what they see.

Many members of “the 
base” of each party will vote 
early. The race between now 
and May 19 is to convince 
and convert undecided vot-
ers. I suggest candidates 
and campaigns start listen-
ing to the citizens who ar-
en’t yet in their camps, rath-
er than pretending another 
few million spent on what 
they’re already doing will 
convince them.
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'PsUFr DarF UaY DrFdiU� A OFX Xay UP lFOd a haOd

According to the Center for Disease Control, one in 
four girls and one of every 13 boys in the United States 
will experience child sex abuse.

If that's not jarring enough, the number of children 
suffering is even higher when factoring in other types of 
abuse and neglect.

We are certainly not immune here. Dublin's Step-
ping Stone Advocacy and Sexual Assault Center began 
helping victims of child abuse in 1999 and has grown to 
serve 10 counties over two judicial circuits.

The center was busy last year. Stepping Stone pro-
vided 51 forensic medical exams, 240 forensic inter-
views of abused youth and 1,117 individual therapy 
services. 

The group also offers parenting courses and peer 
support groups, as well as legal advocacy, expert testi-
mony and securing protective court orders. 

Child abusers prey on the most helpless of our soci-
ety. Poor children are more susceptible, suffering abuse 
and neglect at rates five times higher than children with 
a higher socioeconomic status.

Stepping Stone recently held its annual child abuse 
prevention luncheon where they traditionally honor 
public servants or volunteers for their efforts to help 
the cause. The group also honors the winners of a local 
student essay contest.

One of the winners shared how she survived the 
trauma and "dark, dark moments" of her childhood, 
and now plans to be social worker after college.

“I learned how life-changing it can be when someone 
listens, believes in you and reminds you that your life 
has value,” wrote Dublin High student E’Maria Ran-
som-Scruggs.

We commend Stepping Stone for its work and for 
continuing to be an advocate and voice for children who 
otherwise might not have one.

– Rodney Manley
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West Laurens' recent strug-
gles finding the big hits were very 
quickly no more last Friday as it  
dispensed with some late-season 
offensive woes, and the Gilmer 
Bobcats, in a first-round sweep.  

The Raiders' misfortunes 
with runners in scoring position, 
most visible in a string of eight 
consecutive non-region losses to 
finish the regular season, finally 
ran their course as 16 hits played 
into multiple big innings over 
wins by finals of 11-1, and 6-3.  

"It was definitely one of the 
best days we've ever had hit-
ting-wise," said junior Cohen 
Cardwell, who scored a run and 
drove in three more with hits to 
key an opening statement in each 
game. "All the guys bought in and 
stayed back, and we actually had 
timely hits today. Everybody was 
just rolling, and it felt awesome." 

What finally went right? 
West Laurens head coach 

Parker Gordon said he believes 
the solution was a matter of 
mentality more than mechanics, 
which some film study by he and 
his assistant coaches revealed to 
be as sound as ever for the mul-
tiple hitters who were having a 
rough time. 

As it would turn out, the only 
thing needed for them to redis-
cover their confidence was some 

extended time in the 
cages to reinforce trust 
in their swings. 

"It felt like (it was 
just) hitting with the 
team this week," said 
sophomore Tripp Mas-
caro, who had two hits 
and RBIs in game 1. 
"We were with Coach 
(Trevor) Wood. He was 
working on our ap-
proach, getting our toes 
on the line, seeing balls 
in the cage, being on 
time, that kind of deal." 

But a chance to do 
that, with only one 
scheduled day off between sev-
en games in two jam-packed fi-
nal weeks of the schedule, didn't 
come until the one-week layoff 
between the regular season and 
playoffs that the Raiders were 
able to make the most of. 

"After this past week, I'm just 
sold on, the way our program 
is and our kids are, we have to 
have practice," Gordon said. 
"The five practices we were able 
to have, being able to work with 
these guys – we're so good at the 
fundamentals, at working hard 
and being up-tempo, and giving 
those guys the opportunities in 
intra-squads and the at-bats we 
give them for them to have the 
success out here – that's just 
something that we are. If we 

have to start practicing more and 
playing less games, that's proba-
bly what we need to do." 

West Laurens, which advanc-
es to the second round for the 
first time since 2024, out-hit 
Gilmer 8-4 in both games, the 
first ending with its last pair of 
runs in the bottom of the fifth in-
ning. 

The afternoon got off to a con-
fident start as the Raiders scored 
seven, to drive away all of the de-
mons, in the first two. 

But they had to face them 
right from the get-go as Bobcat 
starter Jase McClure walked two 
and hit a man to load the bases 
with one out, presenting anoth-
er of the golden opportunities 
they'd been haunted by. 

This time, they came through 

with two simple hits that created 
a major impact. 

Cardwell delivered one RBI 
with a single to left (a second 
potential run got caught be-
tween third and home plate by 
shortstop Peyton Ocobock, who 
cut the ball off before it got far 
outside the infield and initiated 
a short rundown), then joined 
Buck Shepard in scoring on a 
single up the middle by Cason 
Pollock to make it an early 3-0 
lead. 

In the second, West Laurens 
added four more as Mascaro and 
J.J. Giles led off with singles, 
Kolby Clark was hit by a pitch 
and Grant Baker grounded into a 
fielder's choice that made it 4-0. 
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Though Fitzgerald swept East Lau-
rens – with wins by a run, and then 11 
– in the teams' playoff doubleheader Fri-
day, the Falcons didn't at all walk away 
feeling that their first-round opponent 
was a decidedly better team.

Similar to some other close games 
they lost against region opponents back 
in the regular season, it was a few ex-
tra hits, and one more out in the last of 
the seventh, that separated them from a 
chance to steal a game from the eighth 
overall seed.

But the opener got away in heart-
breaking fashion, as the Purple Hurri-
cane cashed in an error to walk off with 
the 2-1 victory, and its momentum snow-
balled into a 14-3 runaway to take the fi-
nale, and the series.

"It's hard to say this, especially when 
you lose, but I had a couple of coaches 
talk to me today and say they felt like 
we outplayed them," East Laurens head 
coach Vic Thigpen said Monday.

"They didn't hit us hard the first 
game... The second game, we just came 
out in the first two innings, they did a 
lot of small ball and we made a couple 
of mistakes, and got their momentum 
going. After that, they got hits here and 
there... But both teams were pretty close 
to evenly matched. We just didn't make 
the plays the second game."

Fitzgerald will move on to host ACE 
Charter in the round of 16, as the Falcons 
conclude their best season in almost a 
decade with a record of 16-15 (11-7 region 
2-High A). 

A 7-5 hit advantage in the first pro-
duced some great opportunities that 
mostly passed them by as five different 
innings ended with a man or more left in 
scoring position (and the bases loaded in 
two of them), but nothing to show. 

Fitzgerald, in many of the same situ-
ations against Eastside starting pitcher 
Conner Lawrence, capitalized only once 
in the same time frame, taking advantage 
of an infield single and two passed balls 
for an unearned run in its half of the first.

The Falcons tied it up only in the nick 
of time as they faced their last chance 
against opposing hurler Brodie Single-
tary in the top of the seventh.

Lawrence doubled for his third hit to 
lead off, and Konner O'Neal (one of four 
others with base hits) was intentional-
ly walked ahead of a two-out single by 
Grayson Edge that tied the score.

But a chance to do a bit more and take 
the lead, like each of those before, also 
slipped away as Singletary recorded a 
third out via ground ball to send it to the 
home half.

Lawrence (who struck out four, 
walked one and picked off a man) got his 
first two outs in a hurry. But the Hurri-
cane's Caden Cowan extended the game 
with a single before advancing to third. 
And he'd score the winning run on a 
hard-hit ball to second that East couldn't 
get ahold of in time for a throw to the 
plate.

"It's just one of those plays that's just 
unfortunate," Thigpen said.

Eight errors and 15 Fitzgerald hits 
helped sink the Falcons in the next game, 
three playing into the devastating set-
back that was Hurricane's five-run sec-
ond inning (in which a two-run base hit 
by Brady Brown was the only true RBI).

Its lead, bolstered by a run via sac fly 
in the first and another error in the third, 
grew to seven before East Laurens could 
reach the scoreboard in the fourth. An-
other seven offset the Falcons' efforts to 
chip away down the stretch with single 
runs in three innings.

Six of the 14 were unearned for a 
quartet of pitchers that included Edge, 
Brody Kight, Jaxten Thomas and Jakeb 
Logue (which combined to strike out six 
and walk three).

East Laurens got a bit going in the 
fourth as Edge and Kight singled, and 
Sam Wynn brought in a run to make the 
score 7-1 on a ground ball.

But it was 10-1 before another got 
home in the sixth, and the Falcons got 
only one despite a chance to post a crook-

Fortunes 
fall through 
in favorable 
innings as 
Falcons face 
tough fate 
at Fit[gerald
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Irish can't close out '$anes in deciding game

Trinity played another 
non-region contest prior to the 
state playoffs with their final 
home game against Talluah 
Falls over the weekend.  

The Crusaders' hot offensive 
streak continued as they built a 
pair of solid leads, but ultimate-
ly had to hold on for a 12-10 
win.

The visiting Indians got on 
the board first, putting two run-
ners on with a single and a dou-
ble, then scoring on a squeeze 
bunt to go up 1-0.

Trinity wasted no time an-
swering as Asher Evans led off 
the bottom of the first with a 
double. Kolbi Grooms followed 
with a bunt single. The late 
throw got away from the first 
baseman, allowing Evans to 
score and Grooms to go to third 
and make it 1-1. Grooms would 
later score on an error to make 
it 2-1.

Asher Evans singled again 
with one out in the second and 
Grooms would follow with a 
walk. Carter Lee, who had a 
huge day at the plate, came 
up next with an RBI double to 

make it 3-1. Tayt Evans then 
continued his torrid stretch 
with another double to drive in 
a pair and make it 5-1 Crusad-
ers.

Talluah Falls would get back 

into the game in the third by 
plating five runs. A bases-load-
ed walk would make the score 
5-2. A single scored another 
run, then a two-run double tied 
the game at 5-5 and knocked 
Grooms out of the contest. A 
wild pitch later in the frame 
would give the Indians a 6-5 
advantage.

The lead was short-lived at 
Trinity went right back to work 
in the home half of the third. 
Blake Sims led off with a single. 
Following an out, Luke Wil-
liams, who was making his first 
varsity start, worked a walk.  
Asher Evans came up next with 
an RBI single to tie the game 
back up at 6-6.

Grooms followed with a sin-
gle to load the bases for Lee. 
The all-state performer came 
up huge with a grand slam to 
left to put Trinity back on top 
10-6.

BZ JEREMY PAYNE
CorreTpondent

5allulah Falls can't cool off 5rinity's hot bats

#00.�� 5rinity teammates leap in the air to greet $arter -ee 	��
 
with the team's traditional home run celebration after he hit his 
second career grand slam in the third inning/CLAY REYNOLDS
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Baseball is one of those sports where 
the difference in a game – or in this case a 
playoff series – is often one bounce of the 
ball. 

Saturday's rubber game between Dub-
lin and Jasper County hinged on a few of 
those at the end of throws to first base by 
either team. 

And it was a tough one for the Irish, 
for a potential third out of the final in-
ning, that narrowly got away, allowing 
the Hurricanes to score the two runs that 
ultimately won them the series. 

Three quick outs in the bottom half 
clinched their 7-5 victory to advance in the 
GHSA state playoffs, and spoil Dublin's 
hopes of doing so in fairly gut-wrenching 
fashion. 

The weekend's shifting wind blew 
each direction in games of the Friday 
doubleheader decided by the same 4-1 fi-
nal score. 

The Irish prevailed with it at their back 
in the opener, but found themselves running 
squarely against it as Jasper County split 
things up in game 2. 

There were gusts of confidence early Sat-
urday for each team, with the Canes enjoying 
a friendly first inning to jump in front 4-0. 
But a perfect storm struck for Dublin in a 
five-run fourth that reclaimed the brief lead. 

Though the Hurricanes circled back to tie 
it in their next set of at-bats, the Irish han-

dled the late-game pressure with poise until 
the seventh-inning setback, at the worst pos-
sible moment, took all the wind out of their 
sails. 

The Irish, with the bases clear, were an 
out from sending the game to the seventh, 
when they'd have a chance to win it. 

But Justin Crowder managed to work a 
walk and get his foot inside the door of op-
portunity. 

Mikey Harbin, next up, snatched a line 

drive up the third base line that fit in-
side just as narrow a sliver, past the 
diving Ryland Yates and into the cor-
ner. 
Crowder's pinch runner, howev-

er, was late to break on contact, and 
wasn't able to score from first, hold-
ing at third in a potential big break for 
Dublin if Morgan Davis – who'd used 
more than 100 pitches to battle his 
way in middle relief from the first in-
ning – could bounce back and get the 
third out. 
It came down to another of the game's 

several rollers to an exact perfect spot 
on the infield that was hit just softly 
enough enough by Jaxon Cohran to 
force the issue as Will Wallace hurried 
to field it and get off his best throw to 
first. 
Jeff Davis had made an expert pick at 

first on the same ball for a lead-saving 
out to end the fifth, just after Jasper 
County had scored to even the game 

on a one-out grounder with runners at the 
corners. 

This time, he couldn't quite secure it, as 
the ball bounded a few feet past, and both 
men easily scored to suddenly put the Hurri-
canes ahead by two. 

Tal Duke came on to get a fly ball for the 
final out and hold the number there, but 

'rom STA'' REPORTS
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1I&$I/( I5 50(&5H&3� 9avier 3eese doesn't throw hard
 
but is tough to hit solidly
 and +asper $ounty ⚶ forced 
to cobble together its offense against him⚶ couldn't do 
enough on Kust four hits in game �/HORACE AUSTIN

IRISH
Continued on page �



Director of Facility Maintenance

�e Dublin Housing Authority is accepting resumes for the 
full-time position of Director of Facility Maintenance. �e 
successful applicant must demonstrate key skills in the area of 
people management, budgeting, with a strong demonstration in 
communication and trouble shooting. �e desired applicant must 
have experience in multi-family apartment management, property 
management or manufacturing/healthcare/education/real estate or 
educational facility management. An associate’s degree in Facilities 
Management, Engineering, HVAC, electrical of related field or in 
these classes are  a desired plus.   Must possess a valid Georgia’s 
driver’s license; submit to pre-employment as well as random drug 
testing, and a criminal background check. �e starting salary for this 
position is $30.00 per hour depending upon qualifications, Resumes 
may be addressed to Brenda B. Smith, Executive Director, Dublin 
Housing Authority, PO Box 36, Dublin, GA, 31040. �ey may also 
be received via email at dhousing@dublinhousingauthority.net.   
Deadline for submittal is May 15, 2026.

�e Dublin Housing Authority is an equal opportunity employer.

Housing Administrative Assistant

�e Dublin Housing Authority is accepting resumes for the full-
time position of Housing Administrative Assistant. �e successful 
applicant must possess superb communication and computer 
literacy skills. Must be able to multi-task with moderate supervision 
in all areas of the DHA departmental structure. �e ability to 
prepare clear, concise reports is a plus in this position. �e position 
also performs the centralized collection of all rental payments. 
Qualifications for the job include an associate’s degree in a related 
work-related field or business training in secretarial sciences or 
three years’ related experience in a money-handling environment 
is desirable. �e starting salary for this position is $17.50 per hour 
depending on qualifications. Resumes may be addressed to Brenda 
B. Smith, Executive Director, Dublin Housing Authority, PO Box 
36, Dublin, GA, 31040. �ey may also be received via email to 
dhousing@dublinhousingauthority.net.  Deadline for submittal is 
May 15, 2026.

�e Dublin Housing Authority is an equal opportunity employer.
portunity employer.

Classifieds

Yard/Estate Sales

Moving Sale: Sat May 2nd 8a-12p. 
Furniture, appliances, kitchenware, 
clothing, lamps, 135 West Chester 
Circle.

Multi-family Yardsale: 1189 Graham 
Road E. Dublin. May 1st 1p-6p, May 
2 8a-6p, May 3 1p-4p. Rain or Shine. 
Clothing, furniture, household goods, 
& more.

Real Estate

For Rent/Lease

Houses for Rent: 2 bedroom $1,050/month 
and 2 bedroom $725/month. No Animals; 
References required. 478-278-9012
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ed number after a Kight sin-
gle and Wynn's double for a 
second RBI.

Logan Gibson's single 
chased home the final run 
with two on following sin-
gles by Myles Burke and 
Konner O'Neal in the last of 
the seventh, but the bases 
were left loaded by a strike-
out and groundout to fully 
close the book on their re-
mote comeback chances.

Edge was 3-for-4 and 
Burke 2-of-3 to lead East's 
10-hit effort.

Despite its tough ending, 
this spring will go down as 
a major milestone for the 
Falcons in a long rebuilding 
process that has returned 
them back to a position of 
relevance in their region. 

In the year-end stand-
ings, East Laurens wound 
up just outside the league's 
top four, and splits in the 
season series with two of the 
teams inside it. 

Thigpen points back to 
the leadership and expe-
rience of his five seniors 

'ALCONS
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as a catalyst for the team's 
strong finish, with wins in 10 
of its last 14 regular-season 
games, and the progress the 
program has made step-by-
step each year since the ma-
jority of third- and fourth-
year starters began playing 
in 2023 and 24. 

"These seniors did every-
thing we asked them to do," 
he said. "Hopefully, they left 

a foundation where these 
younger kids saw how hard 
they worked, and it's going 
to carry over to the next few 
years."

What's next for the Fal-
cons will fall to the up-
and-coming core of fresh-
men and sophomores who 

showed some exciting flash-
es as they began coming into 
their own this spring, with 
much of their best baseball 
still ahead. 

"When I first got the job, 
I wanted us to get to the 
point where we can com-
pete on a yearly basis for 

the playoffs," Thigpen said. 
"This is two years in a row 
(we've made it). We had 
five seniors, but we are still 
a very young team, and as 
the season went along, we 
really got a lot better. Our 
pitching came around and 
our defense came around. 

I think, now, the kids have 
a little confidence. We're 
trying to change the cul-
ture, but I think our kids are 
starting to really believe in 
what we're doing.

"The future looks bright 
for us."

Then Shepherd scorched a three-
run bomb to right field.  

"It felt pretty good," the fresh-
man said of his first career home 
run. "When it came off the bat, I was 
about certain it was gone." 

 Mascaro cashed in two more 
McClure walks in the third with an 
RBI double into the left field corner 
to get the total to nine, against Gilm-
er's lone run on a two-out error in 
the top of the inning. 

After a scoreless fourth, the 
Raiders put the game away by chas-
ing McClure, with a leadoff single 
from Pollock and a fifth McClure 
walk worked by Nathan Hester that 
preceded a first pitching change, 
then his reliever Ocobock, who got 
two quick outs, but then walked J.D. 
Hogan to load the bases and place 
the winning run at second base. 

Slade Holt took over, and got 
to throw only one pitch that got 
bopped up the middle for the walk-
off by Clark, who also held Gilmer 
to four hits with one walk and four 
strikeouts on the mound. 

"We went out last year early, so 
to come out here, set the tone like 
we did in the first game, and bring 
the momentum back in the second 
game, it means a lot," Clark said. 

The offense was slower to unfold 
against Gilmer's game 2 starter Coo-
per Cochran. The senior left-hander 
threw a steady diet of tall curveballs 
that were mostly popped up and hit 
softly on the ground. 

But West Laurens once again 
got some quick-hit offense as Ho-
gan drew a walk to lead off. Clark's 
intended sacrifice bunt – part of a 
small-ball emphasis that ended up 
being a non-theme – turned into a 
hit when the ball rode all the way up 
the line, forcing Cochran to field it 
and attempt a tag that missed. 

The tiebreaking RBIs came once 

again from Cardwell on a single to 
grab the early lead, 2-0. 

Not much developed from there 
until the fourth, when Hester drew a 
walk, and Giles singled to drive him 
in and make it 3-0. 

West Laurens responded to 
Gilmer's first run in the fourth (on 
almost back-to-back doubles from 
Peyton Chancey and McCollum) 
with a Baker double that flew be-
yond reach of Chancey in center 
field to set up Shepherd for a fourth 
RBI of the series, and a 4-1 lead. 

The Bobcats wouldn't go away, 
and scored twice to create a sticky 
situation for the Raiders in the bot-
tom of the fifth. 

Starting pitcher Brycen Milton, 
who was unhit until Gilmer's earlier 
breakthrough, walked three around 
an error, the last to bring in a run. 
Duggan Malone came on and issued 
a quick walk to do the same, making 
it a one-run game. 

But a groundout to Cardwell 
busted up the bases-loaded jam, and 
preserved their one-run lead ahead 
of the sixth inning, which called for 

another big response. 
It came again from the bat of 

Clark, who followed a two-out Ho-
gan walk with his third single, then 
advanced two bases on an errant 
throw to score on a wild pitch. 

After Cochran and Zander Shute 
found grass with singles to open the 
sixth, Malone got six consecutive 
outs – three on strikes – to set the 
Bobcats down for good. 

Cochran struck out two and 
walked three, with half the six runs 
earned, in seven innings. 

"It feels great having two quali-
ty wins against a quality opponent 
that the whole team contributed to 
hitting-wise, it wasn't just a couple 
of people," Baker said. "We hit the 
ball at the right time and we had two 
great games today." 

West Laurens had just one error 
in either game. One was a muffed 
throw at first base, the other a 
dropped pop fly in fair territory up 
the right field line, and both led to 
Gilmer runs.  

A ball lost in the sun also got 
down behind the center fielder 

Giles, but he recovered for some 
great catches of the running and 
diving variety that led to key outs. 

"It was really difficult, but Coach 
Wood always gets us out here and we 
live on this quote that the sun was 
there before we were, so you gotta 
get your glove up there and find it, 
and I did," he said. "I couldn't find it 
that one time, but the rest, I got my 
glove up and I made some plays." 

Hogan had some key grabs in left. 
But all four on the infield seemed to 
rise to the occasion as they took care 
of routine plays, and a few difficult 
ones. 

Pollock made a running collec-
tion, and fired to a stretching Clark 
at first to rob a hit from the Bobcats 
early in game 2. Cardwell made a 
sliding, kneeling catch with his back 
turned to the evening sun for a ma-
jor first out of the sixth. 

"I'm proud of those guys de-
fensively," Gordon said. "They've 
worked hard. And it's paying off for 
them right now." 

West Laurens, for its sec-
ond-round series starting Thurs-
day in Dexter, will host 22nd seed 
Northwest Whitfield – a team that's 
also coming up with clutch hits 
when it counts. 

The Bruins jacked eight home 
runs (two grand slams out of the four 
total by freshman Smith Browning) 
Friday in their sweep of No. 11 Heri-
tage, a region rival they lost to twice 
out of three in the regular season. 

So needless to say, the Raiders 
will once again need their bats to be 
at their best for a shot to beat them, 
and reach the state quarterfinals. 

"I'm proud of the guys and the 
approaches they took today," Gor-
don said "They barreled up some 
baseballs, and there were some 
that should've been hits that were 
caught, and just couldn't find grass. 
I'm real happy about that, and I'm 
real happy about how we're going to 
look going into the second round."
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there was nothing doing in 
Dublin's last chance at the 
plate, as a swinging strike-
out, flyout and pop out to 
third brought the game to 
an end. 

Game 3 didn't get off 
to an auspicious start as a 
walk-a-thon, along with two 
infield hits, helped Jasper 
County score its first four. 

The Irish had little con-
sistent luck against Cohran 
on the mound until a fourth 
inning that felt like a gotta-
have-it moment.

And they responded with 
a rally to turn the game com-
pletely around.  

;avier Reese led off with 
a walk. Jeff Davis singled. 
Duke doubled to drive in 
one. A second run balked 
in before Wallace grounded 
home a third. Morgan Davis 
choked up on the bat and 
peppered a single to right, 
then scored as Lake reached 
on an error. Evans finished 
the huge inning with an RBI 
single for the 5-4 lead. 

Jasper County's tying 
run in the fifth was ultimate-
ly the product of a Breyland 
Beasley double, though 
Dublin denied it a run to go 
back in front in either the 
fifth or sixth, when the bases 
were loaded ahead of a two-

out ground ball that Wallace 
converted into a force-out at 
second. 

Morgan's two-out infield 
hit, and steal of second base, 
gave the Irish a surefire shot 
to re-take the lead in their 
half of the same inning. But 
Wailer Sands made a terrif-
ic running catch of Bennett 
Lake's solidly-hit liner in the 
left center gap to rob him of 
an RBI.

Jeff hit his first career 
home run, a solo shot, in the 
fourth inning for one of four 
unanswered runs that built 
up Dublin's early lead in the 
first of Friday's twin bill. 

Reese held the Hurri-
canes to only four hits, and 
a single run in an attempted 
seventh-inning rally. The 
senior finished up the day 
just north of 90 pitches with 
a line of one strikeout, one 

walk and one hit batter. 
Reese also contributed 

two hits for an RBI to lead 
the way at the plate. In addi-
tion to the aforementioned 
homer, Lake, Evans and 
Morgan Davis had the rest 
of Dublin's seven for the 
day. 

Evans and Reese drove 
home runs in Dublin's two-
run third to get an early 
foothold on the scoreboard. 
Morgan's RBI added a run 
of insurance in the sixth. 

The Irish wouldn't ul-
timately need it, though 
Jasper County did threat-
en in the top of the seventh 
as Kayson Hobbs provided 
some late life with a lead-
off double. Owen Houston 
followed with a single to 
put men at the corners, but 
Crowder would ground into 
a double play that cleaned 

the bases – at the expense 
of a run Dublin could afford 
to give up – and put Jasper 
County back at square 1. 

Next batter Tyler Ripley 
flew out to Duke in right 
field to end it in the next at-
bat. 

Game 2 followed a simi-
lar pattern, though favoring 
the other home team, as Jas-
per County scored once each 
in the first and second, then 
twice in the fourth. 

Dublin once again had 
the higher hit total, with five 
against the Hurricanes' four, 
but couldn't get anything 
going until its last shot. 

Wallace faded one into 
the right center gap for a 
leadoff hit, and Morgan 
Davis went to right with a 
single to score him, as the 
Irish laid the groundwork of 
a   comeback. Evans would 
add a hit, but Davis became 
out No. 2 as he was waved 
aggressively around third on 
the play, and thrown out at 
the plate. 

That, and a groundout by 
the next hitter, would spell 
the end of the night. 

Yates went five, struck 
out four and walked six 
with three hits allowed in 
the Dublin start. Freshman 
Brayden Moore handled 
business despite a couple of 
walks, a double play and a 

strikeout against one hit in 
the sixth to strand a couple, 
and keep the four-run gap 
where it was. 

The Irish round out their 
season – a third-straight to 
reach the postseason – at 
20-11 (14-4 region 2-High 
A). 

Jasper County goes on 
the road to No. 2 seed Bre-
men in the second round.

+6S5 -I,& 5H"5� ,olby $lark didn't waste 
any time ending game � as he knocked 
the first pitch of (ilmer reliever Slade 
Holt up the middle for two winning 3#Is
/DANNY SCARBORO
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'$"/&
 $"//&D� Will Wallace nabs +asper $ounty's +aYson 
$ohran at second base to turn a throw from catcher 
#ryceton &vans into an out in game �/CLAY REYNOLDS

$"3D 53I$,� Second baseman
$ohen $ardwell makes some 
defensive magic with this 
kneeling
 sliding grab on a 
(ilmer pop fly in the siYth 
inning/DANNY SCARBORO

Lee doubled to lead off the fifth. He then advanced 
to third on a ground out, and scored when the throw 
got away to make it 11-6.  Brayden Underwood followed 
with a solo homer, his second in as many games, to put 
Trinity up 12-6.

That score held until the seventh, when Talluah 
Falls tried to mount a rally. 

A leadoff double followed by a pair of hit batters 
with one out loaded the bases. A fielder's choice plat-
ed a run to make it 12-7. After a walk, the Crusaders 
extended the game with a costly error to make it 12-8.  
Back-to-back singles would score two more and get the 
Indians to within 12-10, but a strikeout sealed the win.

Lee and Asher Evans had three hits each to lead the 
14-hit attack. Grooms, Underwood and Tayt Evans had 
a pair apiece, while Sims and Jake Johnson also hit 
safely. Lee drove in six. 

Asher Evans got the win on the mound in relief as he 
worked four scoreless innings. He allowed three hits, 
no walks and no runs, while striking out four.

Trinity (14-6 and No. 3 in the state power rankings) 
will close out its regular season this weekend with a 
road trip to visit Piedmont on Friday, and then play a 
rematch at Talluah Falls on Saturday.

CRUSADERS
Continued from page �



The Courier Herald Thursday, April 30, 2026 h�ENTERTAINMENT
1&A3-4 #&'03& 48*/& #: 4T&1)A/ 1A4T*4

(A3'*&-% #: +*. %A7*4

07&3#0A3% #: $)*1 %6/)A.

%&'-0$,&% #: +&'' $033*7&A6

5hree's a crowd when uneYpected visit drags on�
DEAR ABBY: My part-

ner recently allowed a friend 
to stay in our home without 
telling me in advance. My 
partner knows unannounced 
guests deeply affect my men-
tal well-being and sense of 
safety. We had agreed I would 
be given at least two weeks' 
notice for any visitors. �at 
did not happen because the 
guest was going through a dif-
ficult time. 

While I have compassion 
and tried my best to be flexi-
ble, I also recognize that our 
home is not a healing cen-
ter or a place to bring cha-
os. What I was told would 
be a short stay turned into 
an open-ended one, and my 
peace was severely disrupted. 
Shared spaces were le� messy, 
personal belongings spread 
throughout the house, decor 
rearranged and boundaries 
ignored. �e guest even began 
moving items from a van into 
our home! 

When we all tried to 
calmly discuss a departure, 
the guest talked over me, at-
tempted to analyze me and 
wanted us to work around 
their schedule rather than 
respect our home and needs. 
When they suggested staying 
in the van outside and coming 
inside only at certain times, I 
finally said, "I want our home 
back," and made it clear that 
this arrangement would not 
work for me. 

What hurts me most is 
feeling unsupported by my 

partner. �is situation has 
created tension, and I'm le� 
wondering how we can re-
pair the damage and restore 
peace in our relationship and, 
more important, our home. -- 
HOME INVASION IN COL-
ORADO

DEAR HOME INVA-
SION: I understand why you 
justifiably felt invaded. You 
and your partner view your 
home differently. You need 
quiet and solitude, while your 
partner is more outgoing. �e 
relationship is repairable if 
you can talk and reestablish 
your basic ground rules. Can 
you do that to the satisfaction 
of both of you? If this was a 
one-time thing, let it go. How-
ever, if it happens regularly, 
you may need to rethink the 
relationship and make differ-
ent living arrangements.

     
  

DEAR ABBY: I was in a re-
lationship with my daughter's 
father for 11 years. From the 
beginning, he lied, manipu-
lated and cheated. My family 
was aware of it. When I finally 
had had enough and le�, my 
family decided to maintain a 
relationship with him (din-
ners, parties, camping, hol-
idays). He is not a good per-
son. I poured my heart out 
to let them know how badly 
what they were doing was 
hurting me. 

�at was six years ago, and 
they are all still going strong. 
My family and I have not spo-
ken in five years. My heart is 
broken. It can never be re-
paired; the damage is done. 
I no longer want a relation-
ship with them. My heart still 
hurts, and I don't know how 
to get beyond that pain. Can 
you help? -- SUFFERING IN 
NEW YORK

DEAR SUFFERING: I am 
sorry for the pain you contin-
ue to experience because of 
your shattered family. I wish 
I could make it dissipate, but 
the person you need to con-
sult (and by this, I mean talk 
to) would be a licensed psy-
chotherapist. While your pain 
may not disappear overnight, 
it may lessen considerably if 
you do.

     
   

Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips.

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN
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Dear Subscriber,

We want to inform you of an upcoming 

change to your newspaper delivery service. 

Beginning Tuesday, May 5th, your 

newspaper will be delivered through the 

mail rather than by home delivery.

This adjustment allows us to continue 

providing reliable service while adapting to 

changes in our delivery operations. You can 

expect your newspaper to arrive via the 

postal service on a consistent schedule.

We appreciate your understanding and 

continued support. Please call our office 

before May 5th to verify your correct 

mailing address. If you have any questions 

or concerns about this change, please do 

not hesitate to contact our customer service 

team at 478-272-5522.

Thank you for being a valued subscriber.

Sincerely,�
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have healthy insurance and 
can’t afford to purchase it,” 
she said. “We always have 
people who are in different 
stages of illness and well-
ness and they have a need 
there.”

The most important need 
seems to be dental care. The 
woman said it and vision 
care, especially for children, 
are big.

“If the kids can’t see, 
they can’t learn,” she said. 

“It’s expensive.”
Then there are healthy 

food options. The wom-
an said the cost of food for 
some people is tough. She 
said many depend on food 
banks for their meals.

“It is good for the clinics 
to have those resources,” 
she said. “It’s an area that 
the community should be 
aware of. Healthier options 
are a big thing.”

The woman knows there 
are many people in Dub-
lin who are doing, “God’s 
work.” 

“They may be operating 
on a lean budget, but more 
often than not, I’ve seen 
people get out and spread 
the word,” the woman said. 
“I think a lot of people want 
to help, and a lot of people 
need help. The people there 
in Dublin are kind. I know 
things are tough. Let’s talk 
about it and see if we can 
come together and help the 
helpers who have their nos-
es down to the grindstone. 
It’s important.”

Robyn Thomas, director of 
Kid’s Cup, who added that 
Tina Meeks is the chairper-
son for this year’s event. 
“Last year was my first year 
and the weather was ab-
solutely perfect. We could 
not have ordered a better 
day. We are praying for 
good weather this year. May 
is known as Foster Care 
Awareness Month. When 
it was held last year for the 
first time in May, we decid-
ed it would be good to love 
on the foster family and we 
would just hold it then.” 

Pilots will park their 
planes on the runway, al-
lowing crowds to have the 
opportunity to talk with pi-
lots. The fire department, 

police department,  forestry 
department, an ambulance 
and other vehicles with   dif-
ferent equipment will be on 
displayed.

A bouncy house, slide 
and food vendor trucks will 
be on display.

“We are sending fliers 
home in all the systems for 
kids kindergarten through 
8th grades,” Thomas said. 
“The sponsors will have a 
tent there. All of the tents 
will have a kid-friendly ac-
tivity for them to do.” 

Kid’s Cup, which is a 
non-profit organization, is 
a community closet serv-
ing children living in foster 
care and in kinship place-
ments. All of the donations 
from this event help Kid’s 
Cup, which allows families 
to shop at no cost by referral 

and appointment. 
“We take referrals from 

different agencies,” Thomas 
said. “We then contact the 
guardian and set up a shop-
ping appointment. 

They offer a cheerful 
boutique-style space for 
families to shop while ex-
periencing the love of Jesus 
and making new connec-
tions. During their first visit, 
the child will receive a Bible, 
blanket and pillow. They 
will receive a food voucher 
depending on their age. 

“Each child will receive 
14 pieces of clothing, which 
is about a week’s worth of 
clothing,” Thomas said. 
“That will include brand 
new socks and underwear.”

For more information 
about Kid’s Cup, call (478) 
290-8871.

J.O.Y.
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The Laurens Coun-
ty Board of Elections and 
Registration will hold their 
regular monthly meeting 
on Monday, May 4 at 5:30 
p.m. in the Board of Elec-
tions and Registration Of-
fice of the Laurens County 
Courthouse Annex building 
located at 117 E. Jackson St., 

Suite A in Dublin. The agen-
da follows:

- Call to order
- Invocation
- Roll call
- Recognition of visitors
- Minutes of previous 

meeting
- Old business
- Discussion of office 

procedures
- Revenue expenditures 

and outlay
- New business 
- On going May 19, 2026 

general primary
- Preparing for Novem-

ber General
- Executive session

NEWS DIGEST

KID'S CUP
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"You know what the state 
wanted us to do with Moore 
Street by this past Decem-
ber?" Bell asked. "They were 
wanting it completely shut 
down and put in a trailer or 
a room or something at the 
high school. There wasn't 
going to be any more Moore 
Street. Mrs. Poole and Mrs. 
Smith worked and worked 
with the state to get that 
changed where we would 
still have Moore Street."

Bell said he also was un-
aware of last week's propos-
als until they were present-
ed at the called meeting but 
still voted for them.

"I knew nothing about 
what was going to be on the 
agenda – I knew nothing 
about any of that – but I 
thoroughly support what we 
voted for."

 Officials have sought to 
highlight the differences 
between the IGA and pro-
posed magnet school, but 

Bell, who had already asked 
the crowd to quiet down 
once, caused a stir when de-
scribing the new school as 
"just changing the name" of 
the Irish Gifted Academy.

"Excuse me! I'm talking. 
You have no right to talk 
while I'm talking," Bell said, 
at one point asking for one 
of the uniformed police offi-
cers on hand to step into the 
crowded board room. 

"Don't talk. I'm trying 
to tell you the truth. If you 
don't want to know the 
truth, if you don't want to 
hear the truth, you can keep 
it up with the rumors and 
everything else."

Earlier in the meeting. 
parent Alfred Wheeler said 
the Moore Street/magnet 
school decision was "intro-
duced at the last minute to 
save IGA."

"The lack of transparen-
cy is causing concern, con-
fusion and anxiety in the 
community," Wheeler said.

Wheeler and others 

asked that the board recon-
sider last week's actions. 
Former board member Re-
gina McRae and several 
other speakers also request-
ed that all documented 
cost-cutting recommenda-
tions from the state be made 
public.

Selena Anderson, a 
mother of an Irish Gifted 
Academy student, said some 
parents are "thinking about 
changing schools, myself in-
cluded." She questioned the 
timing of the magnet school 
proposal and the fact that 
parents were uninformed.

"The votes of the major-
ity of the board does not re-
flect the majority of the stu-
dents," she said.

Anderson and others 
also mentioned concerns 
about the district having re-
cently been downgraded to 
the lowest level of accred-
itation. The downgrade is 
the final step before losing 
accreditation and requires 
a formal hearing before the 

Curriculum director 
Marcee Pool has stepped 
in as interim superinten-
dent but plans to return to 
her former job once a hire is 
made.

"Mrs. Pool has done a 
wonderful job," Smith said. 
"I don't think anyone else 
would have jumped into 
this."

The school system is 
expected to end the fiscal 
year with a cash surplus, 
although it still owes about 
$5 million in overdue pay-
ments to the State Health 
Benefit Plan.

The school board went 
in-house for its hiring of 
Williams, who took office 
in 2015 with the district 
in similarly dire finan-
cial straits. He inherited a 
multi-million dollar deficit 
and, with the aid of COVID 
funds, managed to get the 
system out of the red brief-
ly in 2021, but left with it in 
even worse shape.

State officials contact-
ed the Dublin district in 
August after learning the 
system owed $5.6 million 
to the State Health Bene-
fit Plan after not paying in 
contributions for the entire 
fiscal year 2025. After a 
closer look at the finances, 
state School Superintendent 
Richard Woods declared the 
district on a "path to insol-
vency" with a $13.4 million 
projected deficit.

A subsequent special 
examination by the state 
Department of Audits and 
Accounts, requested by lo-
cal lawmakers, confirmed 
the root causes – overhiring 
and overpaying employees, 
wasteful spending and lax 
oversight – but also identi-
fied specific concerns rang-
ing from late tax payments 
to the IRS, "abnormally" 
high credit card spending 
and unwarranted travel and 
expenditures.

The audit also pointed 
to instances of family mem-
bers traveling on out-of-

town leadership retreats at 
the system's expense and 
undocumented payments to 
a local florist.

The school board voted 
earlier this month to hire a 
permanent chief financial 
officer, Teresa Seeley, cur-
rently the controller for the 
Savannah-Chatham County 
Public School System. She 
is set to begin May 18.

The position has been 
filled by consultants and in-
terim chief financial officer 
Betty Corbitt since former 
director Chad McDaniel re-
signed in late August.

McDaniel had served as 
the school system's technol-
ogy director before moving 
to its finance department 
in 2022, then taking over as 
finance director following 
Christi Thublin's retirement 
in 2024. 

However, records show 
that Thublin continued to 
work for the system for at 
least another year as a con-
sultant.

DUBLIN SCHOOLS
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Former Dublin School Superintendent Fred Williams welcomes visitors to the Irish 
Healthcare clinic during its grand opening in February 2025. Williams stepped down to take 
an early retirement in the midst of the district's financial crisis last fall/RODNEY MANLEY

state Board of Education on 
whether to recommend that 
the school board's members 
be suspended and replaced 
by the governor.

"The uncertainty is caus-
ing real fear," Anderson 
said.

Longtime board member 
Peggy Johnson expressed 
disappointment that she 
was not provided infor-
mation prior to last week's 
votes and that more board 
members did speak up 
about it. She had asked that 
the board delay the decision.

"I'm tired of all the non-
sense. We are adults. ...We 
need to come together and 
make sure what happened 
last meeting does not hap-
pen again," Johnson said.

She also noted that the 
state and Cognia, the dis-
trict's accreditation agency, 
have raised concerns about 
some decisions made as the 

school system attempted to 
cut costs and climb out of 
what had been projected as 
a $13.4 million deficit by fis-
cal year's end.

"We're going to have to 
do better or we're going to 
have to change leadership," 
Johnson said.

She also addressed the 
seriousness of the district 
being "one step away from 
losing accreditation." 

"We, as a board and su-
perintendent, have no more 
excuses. If we can't do it, I'd 
be the first to say they ought 
to remove us."

Smith said she expects 
the board will have "some 
hard conversations com-
ing up about doing better." 
However, she has no plans 
to resign or step back as 
chairwoman.

"I don't think anyone 
can question my love for the 
children because it would be 

really easy to throw in the 
towel right now. It would 
have been easy to throw in 
the towel when the state 
told me all of the concerns, 
when they told all of us (the 
board) of all of the concerns. 
My concern is what would 
come next."

Smith said the district is 
preparing an action plan to 
address concerns and direc-
tives in the Cognia accredi-
tation review.

"We knew it was going 
to be bad because the state 
had already been in here 
showing us some things," 
said Smith. "We didn't want 
it to be smoke and mirrors. 
We wanted it to be all out in 
the public because you can't 
correct it if it's not out in the 
public. We will talk about 
the state recommendations 
and other ways we can com-
municate with the commu-
nity."
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