
 A 63-year-old man released the clutch in a truck he was 
driving and it wound up crashing into the front of a local 
cellphone shop Friday morning.
 Dublin Fire Chief Matthew Cutler said no one was in-
jured during the accident at Cricket Wireless on High 
Street. The accident happened at 9:36 a.m. 
 The call came to the DFD as a vehicle that had run 
through the building.
 “It didn’t make it all the way in,” Cutler said. “It stopped 
when it hit the post, which was knocked loose, and the 
small brick wall. He was in the parking lot, and the truck 
was a manual transmission. I believe he thought it was in 
neutral, and he let the clutch out and it was not in neutral.”
 That caused the truck to roll forward and into the build-
ing. 
 “The truck went through and broke two panes of glass 
and a support that was between the windows,” Cutler said. 
“There were no injuries, thankfully. The store did not open 
until around 10 a.m., so there was nobody in the store.”
 The truck was towed away.

ager Josh Powell informed 
the public that the city has 
been working with the Fore-
site group for months. They 
examined statistical data 
available regarding all of the 
streets in Dublin.
 “They have been work-
ing with staff to identify 
corridors that pose safety 
hazards to pedestrians and 
other motorized traffic in 

the city,” Powell said. “They 
also looked at intersections 
and other places in town 
that pose risks to drivers. 
This plan is something that 
is needed.” 
 The plan, funded 
through a grant money, rec-
ognizes and highlights poli-
cies and ordinances the city 
and council can implement 
to address the safety con-

cerns.
 “The idea is, once this 
plan is adopted, we can take 
it and reference it in fu-
ture grant applications for 
implementation money to 
improve corridors whether 
that is through traffic calm-
ing measures with the in-
stallation of roundabouts or 
dedicated pedestrian cross-
ings,” Powell said.

 He added that Matthew 
Bradshaw, city engineer, 
and Candi Powell, engineer-
ing administrative assistant 
and grant coordinator, and 
staff have been working on 
an implementation grant 
for Claxton Dairy Road in 
an effort to improve safety 
there. Powell said this road 
was chosen first because 
many of the other corridors 

were state routes. 
 “There is a lot of oppor-
tunity for other funding 
for those and to even get 
GDOT (Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation) to 
do some projects for those 
based on this plan,” the 
city manager said.”We are  

 E.G. Kight grew up sur-
rounded by music. 
 Her mother, a fan of 
gospel music, sang in a 
group. Her grandmother 
owned a piano, and on days 
spent with her, which were 
many in her youth, Kight 
learned her first chords on 
the keys. 
 "I was fully immersed 
in music," she said. "It was 
like breathing." 
 But there was another 
family member who creat-
ed a lasting impression on 
the little girl who would 
grow up to be the Georgia 
Songbird: Kight's uncle 
Jimmy.
 Jimmy Clements still 
lived in his parents' home 
during Kight's formative 
years, when she would 
spend the days with her 
grandmother. Clements 
was the lead singer and 
guitarist in a band, and the 
group rehearsed frequent-
ly in their rural Laurens 
County home. At their feet 
was a 5-year-old Kight.
 "I couldn't wait for those 
days," she reminisced. "I 
would sit in the floor and 
take in every minute of it." 

 It was Clements who 
would buy Kight her first 
guitar. A old photograph 
shows a young, smiling 
Kight, standing behind a 
car strumming an acoustic 
Silvertone, a brand of gui-
tars popular with aspiring 
musicians because of their 
affordability and availabil-

ity through Sears Roebuck 
and Co. The instrument is 
nearly as big as she is. 
 A similar photo shows 
Clements as a young man, 
standing behind the same 
automobile playing a dif-
ferent guitar. 
 The band Jimmy Cle-
ments and the Gold Notes 

covered popular rock-n-
roll and country and west-
ern songs and became sta-
ples in the Dublin music 
scene, regularly appearing 
at local clubs, lodges and 
special events. He played 
gigs regularly for about 25 
years, Kight said.
 "He sang everything 

 At least 60 shots were fired and 
three people wounded in a drive-
by shooting Thursday night that a 
witness said might have stemmed 
from an argument at a school’s 
graduation ceremony earlier that 
evening.
 Dublin police officers respond-
ed to a house on the 400 block of 
Brookwood Drive where they re-
covered approximately 60 shell 

casings from the scene around 
11:05 p.m. Thursday, May 21. Ac-
cording to the police report, offi-
cers responded in reference to a 
reported shooting with two vic-
tims.
 When they arrived, they saw 
several people gathered in the 
front yard. Many ran away from 
the scene when law enforcement 
arrived. Officers saw a man who 
had a gunshot wound to the leg. 
They rendered aid by applying a 
tourniquet above the victim’s knee 

to control the bleeding until EMS 
arrived. Due to his injuries, offi-
cers were unable to obtain a state-
ment.
 Officers met with a second 
victim who seemed to have a bul-
let graze wound to her left thigh, 
along with scratches to her rib 
cage. During the shooting, she 
tried to run inside the house and 
received the scratches by rubbing 
against an unknown object, ac-
cording to the report. She was lat-
er treated by EMS officials at the 

scene.
 A third victim had a graze 
wound to his shoulder. He de-
clined to provide a statement re-
garding the incident.
 A witness told an officer she 
heard approximately 80 shots 
fired toward the house from a 
white sedan. She recalled a verbal 
altercation that happened at the 
Moore Street School graduation 
ceremony on May 21. According 
to her, two men were involved in 
a verbal dispute with her neph-

ew. One of the men repeatedly 
stated, “You dead, all y’all going 
to die,” approximately five times 
before leaving the graduation in a 
gold-colored Crown Victoria.
 Another witness, who was irate 
at the scene, informed officers that 
an unidentified woman at the res-
idence had “set them up.”
 Officers met with another per-
son who lives nearby and called 
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DRIVE-BY SHOOTING
Continued on page 8

E.G. Kight remembers uncle 
who influenced her music career

The Georgia Songbird E.G. Kight was influenced throughout her career by her guitar-picking uncle Jimmy Clements, who bought Kight her first guitar (far 
left). Middle: A young Clements poses with a guitar. Right: As Kight began touring, her uncle was a fixture in her backing band/SPECIAL PHOTOS

from Merle Haggard to 
James Brown," she said. "He 
was a very versatile perform-
er. He had a wide range and a 
great voice." 
 Kight never put down a 
guitar either and as her music 
career began to take flight in 
the late 1980s and through-
out the 1990s and go beyond 

the small-town landscape, 
Uncle Jimmy hit the road, 
too, backing his niece in her 
band as she opened for per-
formers like Ernest Tubb and 
Conway Twitty. 
 As he got older and his 

E.G. KIGHT
Continued on page 8

CITY COUNCIL
Continued on page 8

 City of Dublin officials 
have adopted the Safe 
Streets 4 All Action Plan, 
which aims to improve the 
safety of those driving in 
town.
 City council members ap-
proved the plan during last 
week’s meeting. City Man-

Dublin City Council adopts 'Safe Streets 4 All' traffic plan

The driver of the truck believed the vehicle was in neutral before it crashed/SPECIAL PHOTO

Man crashes truck into business
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Pictured from left to right: 
Great nephew (Mr. Lamyia Chris Edmond); 
Daughter (Ms. Amanda Carswell); 
Birthday Lady (Ms. Flora Edmond Carswell) 
and Grandson (Mr. Ira L. Carswell Jr.)

Happy 100� Bir�day! 
to Ms. Fl�a Edm�d Carswell on May 29, 2026.

My Lord & Savior is the reason. 

(478) 272-0345
Appliance Repair

Hometown Supply
201 N Je�erson St., Dublin, Georgia 3021

Happy 108th Birthday!

Gussie Edmond Cummings 
of Dublin will celebrate her 108th 

birthday on Saturday, 
May 30, 2026, at her home, ahead 

of her official 
birthday on June 1.

A woman of strong faith and 
wisdom, Mrs. Cummings 

continues to live by her favorite 
sayings: “Nobody but the Lord” 
and “Always pray.” Her family 
describes her as a true blessing 

whose love, strength, and guidance 
have inspired generations.

Mrs. Cummings was married to 
the late Curtis “Buck” Cummings

and is proud of her growing family 
legacy, which includes six 

children, including the late 
Curtis Jerome Cummings, 

13 grandchildren, 
19 great-grandchildren, 

and one great-great-grandchild.
Family and friends are grateful for 
the opportunity to celebrate such a 
remarkable milestone and honor a 

life filled with faith, family, and 
cherished memories.

OBITUARIES

BIRTHDAYS

May 28
Craig Ayers

Gracelyn Williams

May 29
Larry Curry

Lemon Rozier

Hetty Jones Knight

 Hetty Jones Knight of 
Macon, Ga. passed away on 
Sunday, May 24, 2026. Fu-
neral arrangements are in-
complete at this time. 

Services by Jones Broth-
ers Funeral Home. 

 Josephine "Jody" Mercer 
Mosley born Sept. 20, 1946, 
in Douglas, Georgia peace-
fully gained her wings on 
May 15, 2026 surrounded by 
her family. 

She was the beloved 
daughter of Walter Mercer 
and Easter Mae Minix Mer-
cer. Josephine lived a life 
rooted in love, strength, and 
devotion to her family. If 
you knew her, you loved her. 
She appreciated the sim-
ple things in life and never 
cared for a big fuss. She will 
be remembered for her hu-
mor, loving heart, gracious 
spirit and quiet strength.

Josephine is survived 
by her daughters, Joanne 
Marie Mobley Williams of 
Douglas,  Georgia and Vicki 
Mobley Hawkins of Rosen-
berg,  Texas; her brother, 
Wendell Ray Mercer of Or-
ange Park, Florida; cher-
ished grandchildren, Tiffani 
Hawkins, Thomas Roberts, 

Josephine "Jody" 
Mercer Mosley

 Funeral services for Mr. 
Troy Kendrick Outlaw, 58, 
of Wrightsville, Georgia, will 
be held on Saturday, May 23, 
2026, at 11 a.m. at the Jor-
dan Grove Christian Center, 
1318 US Highway 319 North 
in East Dublin. Interment 
will follow in Cypress Grove 
Church Cemetery.

Mr. Outlaw was born on 
Oct. 10, 1967, as the son of 
the late Bobby Outlaw Sr. 
and Mary Outlaw. He grew 
up in Wrightsville, Geor-
gia, and attended Johnson 
County High School.  

He passed away peace-
fully on May 17, 2026, at 
Fairview Park Hospital. He 
was preceded in death by his 
father, Bobby Outlaw Sr.; 
grandparents, Blanch Wiley, 
Hillra Outlaw and Eva Out-
law.

He is survived by his 
wife, Brenda Outlaw of Dub-
lin; his children, Troytiuna 
Outlaw, Kieaira Taylor, Ter-
rell (Shermaine) Cannon, 
Jerrell (Tiffany) Cannon, 
Hakeem Cannon, Latasha 
(Shon) Cannon, Marshalle 
(Johnny) Rozier all of Dub-
lin, Charity (Austin) Out-
law, of North Carolina and 
Joel Lewis of Atlanta. He 
is also survived by his sis-
ters, Sonja (James) Horne, 
Leatha Ervin, Pauline Ervin 
and Tameka Norris all of 
Wrightsville, brothers, Chris 
(Shayla) Outlaw of Mt. Dora, 
Fla, Bobby (Sabrina) Outlaw 
Jr. of Wrightsville, sisters-
in-law, Vickie Taylor, Caro-
lyn (Jamie) Horne, Sharon 
Warthen, Monica Cannon, 
brother-in-law, Wilbur 

Troy Kendrick Outlaw

Janice M. Johnson
 On Tuesday May 19, 

2026, God called our pre-
cious angel, Janice M. John-
son home. She was born 
May 18, 1970, in Water-
bury, Connecticut. She was 
preceded in death by her 
mother and father, Janie V. 
Johnson Watkins, Samuel 
Johnson Sr. and her nephew 
Jermiah Watkins. 

Ms. Janice will be deeply 
missed. She had a passion-
ate heart and loved every-
one. She enjoyed bowling 
and spending time with her 
family. 

She is survived by her two 
brothers, Samuel (Veronica) 
Johnson Jr. and Christo-
pher Johnson, four daugh-
ters Masheka Johnson, 
Shanelle Johnson, Shenita 
Bell and Shandria Johnson; 
four grandchildren Shaniya 
Johnson, Zy’Kierria John-
son, Trinity Dobson and 
Noah Barber, as well as her 
nephew Denari Watkins and 
a host of nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles and cousins. 

Services were held at 
Christ Deliverance Temple, 
Monday, May 25, 2026, at 11 
a.m. 

Jonathan Roberts, Herbert 
Roberts, Joseph Mobley, 
Donovan Mobley, Sharon 
Williams,  Dalton Williams, 
David Morris and Callie 
Morris as well as many be-
loved great-grandchildren. 
They were truly the center 
of her world. She loved them 
deeply, and they loved her 
just as fiercely.

She was preceded in 
death by her daughter, Bet-
ty Jean Mobley Morris; her 
brothers, Edward Mercer, 
Elzie Mercer, Roger Mercer, 
and Kenneth Mercer; and 
her sisters, Martha Mer-
cer Webb, Bonnie Mercer 
Forbes, Vicky Mercer Ben-
nett and Tammy Mercer.

Josephine leaves behind 
a legacy of love, resilience, 
laughter, and kindness that 
will continue to live on in all 
who knew and loved her.

The family will hold a 
small memorial service at a 
later date.

"I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith." 
2 Timothy 4:7

Graveside funeral ser-
vices for Sean Joseph Ful-
ghum, 53, was held at 2:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 27, 
2026, at Union Baptist 
Church Cemetery. Rev. Fred 
Reese officiated.

Mr. Fulghum was born 
on June 29, 1972, in Dub-
lin, Georgia. He was the son 
of the late Clarence Rog-
er Fulghum Jr. and Carole 
Jean Brown Fulghum. He 
was also preceded in death 
by his brother, Mark Roger 
Fulghum. He was the sales 
manager of Tractor Supply 
in Dublin. He worked in 
management for 32 years. 
He was the store manager of 
Tractor Supply for 15 years. 
He was a loving husband, 
father, and grandfather 
who enjoyed taking care of 
his grandchildren. Mr. Ful-
ghum passed away Sunday, 
May 24, 2026, at Fairview 
Park Hospital.

He is survived by his wife, 
Michelle Louise Watson 
Fulghum of Wrightsville; a 
daughter, Hannah Elizabeth 
Fulghum of Wrightsville; a 
son, Sean Austin Fulghum 
(Danielle) of Wrightsville; 
two grandchildren, Sean 
Alexander Fulghum and 
Joseph Clark Fulghum; a 
brother, Byron Fulghum 

Sean Joseph Fulghum

Funeral services for Mr. 
James Lee Vickers, of East 
Dublin, Georgia, will be 
held on Thursday, May 28, 
2026, at 1 p.m. at the Sand 
Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1793 Gumlog Road, 
Wrightsville. Rev. Jerry 
Walden will deliver the eulo-
gy. Interment will follow in 
Saint Paul Church Cemetery 
in Kite. 

James Lee Vickers, the 
son of the late Lillian Scar-
borough Vickers and Gran-
nis Vickers, was born on 
Friday, Oct. 23, 1951, in 
Bleckley County, Georgia. 
James Lee Vickers was a 
hardworking and dedicated 
man who spent much of his 
life in the manufacturing, 
butchering, and retail in-
dustries. He also had a deep 
passion for working on cars 
and fishing - something that 
he truly enjoyed and took 
pride in. James was widely 
known for his vibrant per-
sonality and was often the 
life of the party, bringing to-
gether energy and joy wher-
ever he went. James was a 
faithful attendee and mem-
ber of the Sand Hill Mission-
ary Baptist Church. Until his 
health began to decline, his 
faith remained a guiding 
force in his life, helping him 
endure hardships and tri-
umphs with courage, prayer 
and joy. Even though life's 
challenges, he remained 
strong in spirit and unwav-
ering faith. James was a de-

James Lee Vickers

voted husband, father and 
grandfather and friend who 
touched many lives with his 
wisdom, humor and uncon-
ditional love.

He had special ways of 
making people feel wel-
comed and valued. His leg-
acy will continue through all 
who knew and loved him.

On Monday, May 18, 
2026, God, in his infinite 
wisdom saw befitting to 
bring James’ journey to an 
end; he sent his angels to 
quietly transition him to 
his heavenly home. He had 
fought a good fight, he fin-
ished his course and he kept 
his faith.

James Vickers was pre-
ceded in death by his sis-
ters, Betty Vickers, Ossie 
(Earnest) Linder, Geraldine 
(Marion) Jones, brother, 
Robert Louis Vickers, son, 
Bryant McRae, sister-in-
law, Stephanie Thomas and 
three beloved grandchil-
dren.

Precious memories will 
be forever cherished by his 
loving wife, Gail Lashawn 
Salter Vickers, his chil-
dren, Christopher McRae, 
Kendra (Fred) Whipple, 
Reginald (Jennifer) Coley, 
Charleen (Tracy) Porter, 
Telley (Natalie) McRae, 
Monica (Jarvis) Jackson, 
Carl (Annett) McRae and 
Martavious, Brantley, fa-
ther-in-law and mother-in-
law, Emmett (Helen) Salter, 
brothers-in-law, Timothy 
(Pamela) Travett, broth-
er, Bobby Thomas, uncles, 
James Scarbough, Roger 
(Shelia) Fluker, Wendell 
(Sara) Fluker, Ricky (Boni-
ta) Fluker, Michael (John-
nie) Salter, aunts, Lou Anna 
Stanley, Bessie Brown, 
Cornealus (James) Butts, 
Jennie Mae Salter, Lessie 
(Henry) Williams and two 
devoted sisters-in-law, Son-
ja Brown and Marie Gray.

James was blessed 
with 31 grandchildren, 
31 great-grandchildren, 
god-daughters, Rasheema 
Brown. Raya Fluker, and 
a host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

(Mary) Cannon, 18 grand-
children, one great-grand-
child and a host of aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.

Lucas Owens

We are so proud of you!
Love, Your Family

 Ethel “Tootsie” Gay 
Brown, 84, of Eastman, Ga., 
died Tuesday, May 26, 2026.

 Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m., Friday May 
29, at Southerland Funeral 
Chapel, with interment in 
Bowers Cemetery in Empire.

She is survived by her 
daughter – Gail Miller 
(Lisa); granddaughter – 
Brittany White (Mark); 
grandson – Ben Sheffield 
(Taylor); step-grandson - 
John Lowery; great-grand-
children – Hunter, Corbin, 
Grayson, Sophia and Kenns-
ley; and several brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law.

The family will receive 
friends in Southerland Fu-
neral Chapel from 10 a.m. - 
11 a.m. Friday, May 29. 

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has 
charge of arrangements.                                         

Ethel "Tootsie" Gay 
Brown

(Tammy) of Minter; and 
2 sisters, Crystal Johnson 
(Doug) of East Dublin and 
Suzanne Copaz (Daniel) of 
Dublin.

The family received 
friends from 12 p.m. to 2 
p.m. Wednesday, May 27, 
2026, at the funeral home.

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel has charge of the fu-
neral arrangements. To sign 
the Online Register Book 
please visit www.stanleyfu-
neralhome.com.

 Mrs Ora Gainey of Kath-
leen Georgia passed away 
on Saturday May 23, 2026. 
Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete but will be an-
nounced later

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremation 
Services. 

Services by Dudley.com.

Ora Gainey
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Be sure you’re here next 
week.

Next week’s column is 
going to be one of the most 
special I’ve ever produced, 
because it celebrates 
something I never thought 
would happen.

No, I won’t share any 
hints beyond those, but 
whatever you do, don’t 
miss next week’s install-
ment of “Did You Know 
...?” because it’s going to 
be a very special one, one 

that took over nine years to 
create.

Be here.  Same Bat-
time, same Bat-channel.

Did you know …
… nowhere in the book 

Through the Looking 
Glass is the character of 
Humpty Dumpty ever re-
ferred to as an egg?  In the 
classic, written by Lew-
is Carroll (born Charles 
Dodgson, 1832-1898), the 
character of Alice is given 
an egg by a sheep, and as 
she approaches the egg it 
gets larger and develops 
into a person who looks 
somewhat like an egg.  
The important fact here 
is that Humpty Dumpty 
himself is not an egg; he 
just grows out of one and 
somewhat resembles one.  
Alice even comments that 
Humpty looks like an egg, 
but Humpty emphatically 
points out that he is not 
one.  (So if you thought he 
was an egg, the yolk’s on 
you!)

… every year, more 
people are killed by ted-
dy bears than by grizzly 
bears?  The most common 
hazard with teddy bears, of 
course, is that small piec-
es such as eyes can pop off 
and cause choking hazards.  
Tripping and falling over 
teddy bears is also a ma-
jor safety hazard.  To give 
you an idea of the statistics 

behind this, note that over 
the past 90 years, a total of 
82 Americans have been 
killed in grizzly bear at-
tacks. Over that same time 
frame, teddy bears (and 
other toys) have caused 
about 22 deaths per year.  
(I can bear-ly stand it!)

… some good deeds re-
ally are punished?  Take, 
for example, the fate of 
the crew of the American 
seal-hunting ship Nanina.  
In 1812, the Nanina, under 
the command of Captain 
Charles Barnard (1781-
1840), discovered the ship-
wrecked crew of the British 
whaler Isabella stranded 
on Eagle Island, one of 
the Falkland Islands in 
the South Atlantic Ocean.  
Barnard rescued the crew 
of the Isabella even though 
the U.S. and Britain were 
at that moment at war with 
each other.  While Barnard 
and his crew were out on a 
hunt for more provisions 
to take care of the Isabel-
la’s crew, however, the 
British seized the Nanina 
and left Barnard and his 
crew behind.  The Nani-
na’s real crew was rescued 
a year later by two Brit-
ish ships, the Asp and the 
Indispensible.  (And you 
thought Robinson Crusoe 
had it rough.)

… the first ruler known 
to history to recognize hu-

man rights did so in 539 
BC?  Persian King Cyrus 
the Great (600 BC-530 
BC) issued that year the 
first-ever recorded decree 
on the rights of human be-
ings.  Cyrus freed slaves, 
established racial equality, 
and decreed that all peo-
ple had the right to choose 
their own religions.  (Good 
job, Cyrus!)

… a popular French 
fashion designer is now 
believed to have been a 
spy?  Coco Chanel (born 
Gabrielle Bonheur Chanel, 
1883-1971) was romanti-
cally linked with a Nazi of-
ficer during World War II.  
Hans Günther von Dinck-
lage (1896-1974) was a ju-
rist under the Nazis and 
was also heavily involved 
in espionage for the Third 
Reich.  Since the death of 
Chanel, extensive evidence 
has reportedly surfaced 
showing that she was an 
undercover operative for 
the Nazis during the war, 
though there was no proof 
offered of collaboration 
with the Germans during 
her interrogation by the 
Free French Purge Com-
mittee in 1944.  Chanel and 
von Dincklage lived togeth-
er for a period of time af-
ter the war in Switzerland.  
(Gives a new meaning to 
“undercover,” doesn’t it?)

Now ... you know!

Laurens County was without a river bridge for the first 
eight and a half decades of its existence. Just prior to the 
formation of Laurens County, the first ferries were estab-
lished. Other travellers had to cross on horseback or swim 
across in shallow spots. The new lands west of the Oconee 
were just beginning to open up to settlers. Ferry boats were 
nothing more than a floating platform. In the days before 
the motor-driven ferries, the ferryman and his helpers 
would pull the boat across the river via ropes tied to a series 
of pulleys. Accidents did happen. The ropes would break 
often. When the water was high and the currents swift, 
many ferries shut down. Men and livestock fell into the riv-
er, some losing their lives. One could not always rely upon 
the ferry as a means of crossing the river.   

William Neel established Dublin's first ferry in what 
became the most extreme southeastern part of town. The 
ferry was established in 1804 or before, three years before 
the formation of Laurens County. Neel's ferry is shown on 
the land grant maps of 1804 opposite Land Lot 235 of the 
1st Land District. This places the ferry at the mouth of Long 
Branch. This may be the same spot where a ferry was es-
tablished by Neil Munroe and Richard Ricks in the 1820's. 
Neel, along with Jonathan Sawyer, was the first settler of 
the community known as Sandbar, which later became 
East Dublin. In 1806 or 1807, George G. Gaines placed his 
ferry at the point where the Old Savannah Road crossed 
the Oconee River. The ferry was put under the same rates 
as other county ferries in August, 1810. Gaines later pur-
chased 1000 acres along the eastern side of the ferry. The 
street that ran to the ferry was named in honor of Gaines, 
who left this area around the time of the War of 1812.   
Gaines sold his ferry, possibly to Henry C. Fuqua. Fuqua 
sold the ferry to wealthy landowner Jeremiah Yopp in 1831. 
In 1832, Yopp petitioned the Justices of the Inferior Court 
for the right to charge for passage over the river. The coun-
ty approved the rates of 50 cents for loaded wagons, 25 
cents for jersey wagons and carts, 6.25 cents for man and 
horse or footman and cattle, 2 cents for hogs, and 1.5 cents 
for sheep.  Yopp operated the ferry until his death in 1852. 
His son-in-law sold the property to a Dublin lawyer, Young 
Anderson. During Anderson's ownership, the most famous 
visitor to Dublin may have crossed at the ferry then known 
as Dublin Ferry. On May 7, 1865, Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis crossed the Oconee River near Dublin, pos-
sibly at the ferry.  

In 1870, John Jones was hired to build a new boat for 
the Dublin Ferry. The flat boat was 50 feet long and 12 feet 
wide.  The main boat was constructed from 5" by 8" timbers 
with 2-inch planks along the bottom and 1.25-inch plank 
flooring. The boat was to be ready by February.  William 
Madison, a former slave, was awarded the contract to keep 
the ferry in 1871. Madison kept the ferry for fifteen con-
secutive years.  The end of the Dublin ferry was near when 
talk of a bridge began to surface.   Passage on the ferry was 
made free to the public on June 26, 1878. Laurens County 
condemned the property in 1884.  The area around the fer-
ry was soon developed.  The resurgent riverboat companies 
tied their boats to docks on both sides of the ferry.  Rev. 
W.S. Ramsay of First Baptist conducted baptismal services 
there in the early eighties.  Dr. R.H. Hightower built ware-
houses and a steam mill near the ferry site.  Traffic became 
so heavy that in 1880, the ferryman Madison called for the 
hiring of an additional man to handle the increasing load.  
Some citizens were irate when they had to wait six hours 
to cross the river following a meeting of the Baptist Asso-
ciation at Shady Grove in eastern Laurens County.  Bridge 
proponents used the inadequate ferry as the primary rea-
son for a bridge.  

The Dublin Ferry would serve one last purpose. For 
the five years following the completion of the Dublin and 
Wrightsville Railroad to the eastern banks of the river, the 
ferry was used to carry passengers and freight into Dublin.  
When the first permanent passenger bridge was completed 
in 1891, the ferry was discontinued.  Bill Madison, the black 
ferryman, was a popular figure in the community. Mrs. 
E.C. Campbell remembered that when she was a little girl 
all roads to the ferry were crowded on Sunday afternoons.  
"Uncle Bill" was known as a masterful dancer and was 
loved by all the children whom he would give free rides. For 
a few months in 1921, the ferry returned to Dublin.  During 
the time while the river bridge was being refitted, Laurens 
County purchased the necessary boats and equipment and 
operated the ferry until the bridge was reopened to auto 
traffic. Today, when the river is shallow, you can see the 
remnants of the ferry at the northern end of the riverwalk 
park at the mouth of Town Branch. 

The most famous ferry in the annals of Laurens County 
History is Blackshear's Ferry. Today, the last remnants of 
the ferry are located at the end of Country Club Road, three 
miles north of the city limits. The area around Blackshear's 

Ferry may have contained a series of ferries.  A survey of 
Gen. David Blackshear's estate shows an old ferry about a 
half mile northwest of the last ferry site.  The first mention 
of a ferry in the records of Laurens County appeared on 
Feb. 2, 1808. The Justices of the Inferior Court ordered the 
establishment of a ferry at Blackshear's Landing. The rates 
approved were 50 cents for loaded wagons, 37.5  cents for 
empty wagons, 25 cents for loaded carts, 18.75 cents for 
empty carts, 37.5 cents for pleasure carriages and horses, 
6.25 cents for man and horse, led horse and footman, black 
cattle 2 cents per head, and all other stock was a penny per 
head.  The second and possibly the first site was located 
about a half mile southeast of the last ferry site. That ferry, 
known as Trammel's Ferry, was established by Jared Tram-
mel and James Beatty at the point where the ancient Low-
er Uchee Indian Trail crossed the Oconee River at Carr's 
Bluff.  It may have been established prior to the formation 
of the county.  In 1812, orders for new roads by the Inferior 
Court indicated that Beatty's and Trammel's Ferries were 
separate ferries in the area.   

The Georgia Legislature in 1819 authorized a public fer-
ry across the Oconee River at the place formerly known as 
Trammel's Ferry with the same rates as previously charged, 
subject to modification by the Inferior Court.  The law pro-
vided that all of the profits from the ferry would go to the 
estate of Trammel for those passengers leaving from the 
northeast side of the ferry landing and to James Beatty for 
all those passengers leaving from the southwest side of the 
ferry landing.

PIECES OF 
OUR PAST

By SCOTT B. THOMPSON SR.

Ferries across the Oconee, part 1

DID YOU KNOW ...?

Was	a	popular	French	fashion	designer	actually	a	Nazi	spy?

By JACK BAGLEY
GTLN

OBITUARIES

 Funeral services for Mrs. 
Julia Pearl Cuyler will be 
held on Saturday, May 30, 
2026, at 12 p.m. at the Vick-
ers Hill Baptist Church, Bee-
line Highway 57 in Wrights-
ville. Dr. David Hall will 
deliver the eulogy.

Julia Pearl Cuyler  was 
born Thursday, Oct. 30, 
1947, in Wrightsville, Geor-
gia to the late Mr. and Mrs. 
J. E. and Eva Mae Irwin. She 
attended school at the Dock 
Kemp High School. At an 
early age, she joined Vickers 
Hill Baptist Church along 
with her siblings where she 
participated in several com-
pacities in her earlier years 
but everyone knew her pas-
sion was in the kitchen as 
long as her health allowed 
her to do so. Mrs. Julia Pearl 
worked in several industries 
Crowntex, Apparel Craft, 
Joetts and Chic-King just 
to name a few but everyone 
that knew Mrs. Julia Pearl 
knew that her proudest ac-
complishment was being the 
proud owner of JP’s Café in 
which she proved delicious 
meals to all those workers 
up and down the “4-Lane.” 
Unfortunately, Mrs. Julia 
Pearl set out for a new ad-
venture and after years of 

Julia Pearl Cuyler

being in Wrightsville Ga. she 
decided to relocate to New 
Jersey. She and her family 
enjoyed the North but after 
two years she returned home 
and started a different task 
of nurturing to the children 
of working parents in need 
of a stable daycare. Mrs. Ju-
lia Pearl opened her home to 
several kids on a daily basis 
and spoiled them with her 
unconditional Love and her 
Wonderful Soul Food. She 
remained in Wrightsville, 
Ga. until her health began to 
decline a few years ago and 
she decided to head north 
again to be with her daugh-
ter and grandkids in Rome, 
Ga. where she still could be 
seen in the kitchen occa-
sionally making sure they 
had a decent meal before 
going about their day.

Mrs. Julia Pearl was unit-
ed in holy matrimony to the 
late Joe “Lil Buddy” Cuyler 
on April 21, 1975, and to 
this union two children were 
born.

Julia Pearl Cuyler passed 
away on May 24, 20226. She 
was preceded in death by 
her both of her parents, her 
sisters: Maxine Irwin (twin 
to Christine), Hattie Pearl 
Young, a step-daughter: Jo-
eann Cuyler.

Mrs. Cuyler leaves to 
cherish her memories and 
her sternness to her beloved 
children:  Tangela Cuyler 
of Adairsville, Ga., Michael 
Cuyler and Frances Mack, 
both of Wrightsville, Ga. 
and  her devoted grand-chil-
dren whom she showered 
with all she had Asia Mer-
rell and Ronnie Merrell, Jr. 
and a bonus granddaugh-
ter: Eliza Crawford all of 
Adairsville, Ga.  She leaves 
fond memories to her sib-
lings who knew her best as 
“Duke”: Christine Carswell, 
Evaline (LC) Jackson, Mary 
Lois Harris, JD Irwin all of 
Wrightsville, Ga., Henry Lee 

(Susie) Irwin of Dublin, Ga., 
Roy Dell Irwin of Sanders-
ville, Ga. and Gloria Jackson 
of Vauxhall, New Jersey;  
aunts:  Delores Fields of 
Wilmington, Delaware and 
Lillie Outlaw of Jacksonville, 
Ga.;  in-laws: Herbert Young 
Jr of Wrightsville, Ga. and 
Shirley Simmons of Char-
lotte, N.C. She also leaves 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends. Mrs. 
Julia leaves an abundance of 
children that she nurtured, 
loved and cared for over the 
years. Please continue to 
remember her in your own 
special way.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.



The votes are now count-
ed for Georgia’s May 18 
partisan primaries as well 
as for the non-partisan judi-
cial elections – even in Ful-
ton County.  Democrats are 
settled in at the top of the 
ticket for November, with 
former Atlanta Mayor Keis-
ha Lance Bottoms getting a 
majority of votes for Gover-
nor in a crowded field, while 
U.S. Senator Jon Ossoff was 
unopposed for the nomina-
tion.

Republicans will have 
four more weeks of trying to 
get on the same page, with 
statewide runoffs not only 
for those two positions, but 
also for Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Secretary of State, and 
State School Superinten-
dent. Superintendent Rich-
ard Woods is the only state-
wide incumbent who faced 
a primary challenge and 
failed to score the support 
of a majority of Republican 
voters in a five person con-
test. Woods will face Bubba 
Longgrear in June to deter-
mine who runs Georgia’s 
Department of Education.

Democrats, meanwhile, 
will spend the next month 
choosing candidates at the 
state level to add to their 
wins in recent Public Ser-
vice Commission special 
elections. They will have 
runoff elections to choose 
their nominees for Lieu-
tenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, Commissioner of 
Insurance, and Commis-
sioner of Labor.

Every election is unique, 
but those who work in the 
campaign and/or govern-
ment affairs realms tend to 
rely on some truisms when 

trying to figure out what will 
work for a candidate, and 
how they assemble a coali-
tion of a majority of votes. 
These results show that in 
some ways, time and this 
state itself are changing.

We’ll start by looking 
at the Democratic Primary 
for Governor, and the can-
didacy of Michael Thur-
mond. Thurmond, as Labor 
Commissioner, was one of 
the last Democrats to hold 
statewide office before Re-
publicans took firm control 
of the state for a couple of 
decades. He spent the in-
terim time as the Chief Ex-
ecutive of dark blue DeKalb 
County and was the party’s 
2010 Nominee to take on a 
very popular Senator John-
ny Isakson. He held the en-
dorsements from Georgia’s 
last Democratic Governor, 
Roy Barnes, as well as Am-
bassador Andrew Young.

Despite his extensive ex-
perience and endorsements, 
Thurmond finished third 

in his contest for Governor 
with 13% of the vote.  The 
takeaway:  This is no lon-
ger the Georgia Democratic 
Party that ceded power to 
Republicans beginning in 
2002.  Their primary voters 
are both looking for some-
thing different, and looking 
to other voices and funding 
sources to drive voting deci-
sions.

There’s a similar story 
if a bit more subtle on the 
Republican side. Attorney 
General Chris Carr is the 
highest profile politician 
from the political fami-
ly tree of the late Senator 
Johnny Isakson. The mod-
ern Georgia Republican 
party was synonymous with 
names like Isakson, Ging-
rich, Coverdell, Calloway, 
and Irvin. While the Isak-
son network remains strong 
and powerful with alumni 
in many key positions in 
government and commerce, 
every election seems to re-
move the GOP farther and 
farther from both the ar-
chitects and in many cases, 
their beliefs and policies.

The suburbanization of 
rural Georgia is a bit harder 
to quantify out of these re-
sults, but perhaps a look at 
the Republican contests for 
Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor demonstrates 
a subtle yet substantial 
change in how rural voters 
make their ballot decisions.  
Senator Blake Tillery gar-
nered the endorsement of 
roughly half of Georgia’s 
Sheriffs. Chris Carr claimed 
about 1/3.  Neither ad-
vanced to a runoff.

There was a time when 
a statewide candidate could 

go to almost any corner of 
the state, and if he could 
get the Sheriff along with a 
Commissioner, School Su-
perintendent, and maybe 
a Rotary or Kiwanis Club 
President to support him or 
her, he could count on win-
ning that county. 

Today, about a third of 
Georgia’s population is rep-
resented by five sheriffs in 
metro Atlanta’s core, and 
well more than half of vot-
ers are represented by just 
a dozen metro sheriffs.  But 
even in north and southeast 
Georgia, counties are seeing 
massive growth. Many new 
voters “aren’t from around 
here” and have never met 
the Sheriff nor any of those 
other folks with titles just 
mentioned. It’s still far bet-
ter to have a Sheriff’s en-
dorsement than not, but 
these endorsements alone 
aren’t enough anymore.

With those changes, one 
other truism remains the 
same. It is futile, almost stu-
pidly so, to challenge an Ap-
propriations Chairman in 
a Primary election. House 
Appropriations Chair Matt 
Hatchett of Dublin and 
Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee Chair Matt 
Dubnik of Gainesville each 
received primary challeng-
es. Each sent their oppo-
nents packing with 91% and 
87% of the vote, respective-
ly. 

Voters priorities can 
change on a whim, but most 
are still aware of who deliv-
ers for their districts.  No 
Legislator is able to deliv-
er more than the ones who 
write the checks, yet also 
keeps the budget balanced.
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 Well, I see that John 
Bell can no longer sit qui-
etly on the sidelines. After 
stepping down as chair-
man several years ago, 
likely because he could see 
the storm coming, he has 
been quiet, letting the new 
guys/gals take most of the 
heat. This is the man who, 
by his own admission, “has 
never worked a day in his 
life,” much less balanced a 
budget. 

 Peggy Johnson, seri-
ously? Is the school system 
that great with the students 
who are left? It is a joke, and 
you have helped it become 
one. Over 10-plus years on 
the board - time to go!

 Slightly Off The Re-
cord, with Mayor Joshua 
Kight, on what Dublin's 
trees say about its charac-
ter and history. … Serious-
ly? Make this make sense. 
Mayor Kight is discuss-
ing Dublin’s trees. No, not 
crime, gang activity, home-
lessness, DCS, a school sys-
tem on the verge of losing 
accreditation, ignoring the 
theft of $13 million in tax 
money, apathetic to the 25% 
tax hike, on top of the $13 
million stolen, the exodus 
of tax payers from the city 
to the county, the implosion 
of the city, no, no, no, forget 
all that, the important issue 
for Mayor Kight is Dublin’s 
trees. 
 Editor's note: Listen to 
the entire interview.

 What happened to 
the declarations from DCS 
Board of complete trans-
parency? They won’t pub-
lish state recommendations 
or cost savings from closing 
IGA? Why is this board still 
making decisions for the 
system? And no one in the 
system knows what the op-
erating cost for IGA is? Ev-
eryone in DCS just treated it 
as a financial black hole? 

 Is there any animal 
control in the city of Dub-
lin? We need help!

 Why is the end of 
Third Street in Dudley 
fenced off? How is emer-
gency services supposed to 
get to the end of the street 
if theres a wreck Bobbitt 
Street?

 County Commission-
ers, please change the 
county speed limit on Coun-
try Club Road to 55. It is the 
only major through road 
in the county that is not 
55.  There is not any others 
that are 35.  Maybe put a 45 
or 35 at intersection with 
Country Club and Parker 
Dairy but no reason for 35 
or 45 anywhere else.  Yes, 
those same few people will 
still complain I am sure. 

 The Farmers Market 
lists needs to come out in 
Thursdays paper since we 
no longer get Saturdays un-
til the mail runs. We use to 
get Saturdays on Friday.

 Both Dublin High 
and Dublin Middle have 
room for one more grade 
especially if they keep a sep-
arate magnet school plus 
the charter school gets off 
the ground in 2027 as ex-
pected. At that time eighth 
grade needs to move to the 
high school. All third and 
fourth to the current middle 
school. Susie Dasher would 
then have all pre-k through 
second grade. The magnet 
school needs to stay where 
the IGA is now an alterna-
tive school at Moore school.   
Why spend money to modi-
fy both schools? Then they 
could sell or lease Hillcrest 
to the charter school group.  
This would save one princi-
pal and two to three buses 
and bus drivers and the cost 
of operating Hillcrest. 

 With the ESPLOST 
that was set to replace Hill-
crest, build a new school 
to house all pre-k through 
fourth and move eighth 
back to the middle school. 
This will not happen be-
cause it makes too much 
sense. In the mean time, the 
system probably goes under 
with all the in fighting. 

 Parents, it means a 
lot when your kids look up 
and see you cheering for 
them in the stands. Be there 
whenever you can - those 
moments matter!

 Winning a state title 
is a tremendous accom-
plishment. Very few coach-
es and players ever get the 
opportunity to experience 
something that special.

 A student that was at 
the IGA and then had to go 
to Moore Street, which is 
an alternative school, be-
fore going back to the IGA 
shouldn't have been at the 
IGA to start with. This tells 
us all we need to know.

 The dealer says the 
car is fixed but it hasn't 
been. A lawyer said they 
are taking advantage of me 
and my daughter. The Lord 
knows all.

 I am shocked that the 
DCS board office listed Fred 
Williams on their retire-
ment list! They should be 
ashamed!

 The car dealer won't 
tell us what service they owe 
on the car.

 Why? Why is there 
still a medical clinic for 
DCS? What does that cost 
to operate? Does the Board 
even know. DCS has prov-
en that not only have they 
learned nothing, but they 
refuse to learn anything. 

 Dublin City Council 
may as well say there is an 
age limit to buy a house. 
There’s an age limit to work 
at the city. They are firing 
all the older, hard working 
people and bring in young-
er, lazy ones.

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com

 Every Memorial Day, 
there is a solemnity that 
touches most of us as we 
pause in tribute on this sa-
cred holiday.  

Think of the many who 
are willing to die for our 
country.   Think of the many 
who did.

 Memorial Day is a time 
for cookouts or picnicking 
somewhere along a refresh-
ing stream. Or taking in a 
sporting event like a base-
ball game or the Indy 500 
auto race—events where the 
singing of patriotic songs 
gives you an emotional lift 
as you reflect on the sacri-
fices made by our military.

 When Memorial Day 
comes around each spring, 
I have often driven by plac-
es in town that are blanket-
ed in flags, especially the 
local cemetery or the town 
square.

 Any citizen who gave 
his—and now her—life to 
their country is always re-
membered on Memorial 
Day. We can’t pay tribute 
often enough to those patri-
ots.

 On this day I often think 
of the military cemeteries I 
have visited from the Pacific 
to Europe, along with those 
in the U.S. Like many oth-
ers, I have had the opportu-
nity to learn about the his-
tory of the two World Wars 
and selected landmarks of 
the Civil War. 

 On Memorial Day, I 
think of the gravesite in 
Belgium where I visited the 
graves of three brothers 
from New Victory, Tennes-
see.  I have also visited the 
memorial tributes to them 
in their hometown, which is 
91 miles east of Knoxville.

 It is heart-rending that 
this farmer, living a hard-
scrabble life, had to drive a 
mule and wagon into town 
three times to pick up a tele-
gram from the War Depart-
ment telling him he had an-
other son killed in the war.

 Memorial Day is a time 
to think about the citizens of 
communities in The Neth-
erlands, who have adopted 
the graves of American ser-
vicemen, making sure the 
graves are landscaped and 
maintained with flowers, 
often putting out American 
flags on certain U. S. holi-
days as Memorial Day and 

James Mack Turner: The last man to die in Vietnam

DAILY SCRIPTURE...

"Peace	cannot	be	kept	by	force;	it	can	only	be	achieved	by	
understanding."	

- Albert Einstein

THOUGHT FOR TODAY...

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...
May	28,	2026	is...	
•National	Hamburger	Day
•National	Brisket	Day
•Amnesty	International	Day
•Slugs	Return	From	Capistrano	Day

"Do	not	be	anxious	about	anything,	but	in	every	situation,	by	
prayer	and	petition,	with	thanksgiving,	present	your	request	to	
God.	And	the	peace	of	God,	which	transcends	all	understanding,	
will	guard	your	hearts	and	your	minds	in	Christ	Jesus."

	- Philippians 4:6-7

July 4th.
 There is an obelisk in 

the beautiful village of 
Goutrens, France, which 
contains the names of the 
four brothers in two fami-
lies who gave their lives in 
World War I.  

 Archibald Rutlege, the 
poet laureate of South Car-
olina, wrote in his book, 
Life’s Extras, about a Con-
federate widow who jour-
neyed to a small town in 
Pennsylvania where her 
husband was buried.  

Apprehensive, but ded-
icated to her mission, she 
was the beneficiary of ex-
traordinary hospitality.  
She was warmly received, 
including some Union 
Army veterans, all of whom 
expressed regrets and best 
wishes.

 “That,” Rutledge wrote, 
“was when a Yankee Band 
played, ‘Dixie.’”

 Sometimes there are sto-
ries that are close to home 
that we are not always 
familiar with. In recent 
months, I met an Athens 
lady, who lost her husband, 
a B-52 pilot, in Vietnam.

 She has been told that 
her late husband, James 
Mack Turner, was the last 
person from the state of 
Georgia to die in the Viet-
nam War. She met me one 
day last fall at the Georgia 
Center for coffee and con-
versation.

 Turner grew up in Ath-
ens and developed an affin-
ity for flying as a kid. “He 
enjoyed hanging out at the 
airport,” she said. “He was 
taken by flying and couldn’t 
get enough of it.”  As a teen-
ager, he enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to help park planes at 
Ben Epps Field on football 
weekends, and his fascina-
tion with flying grew from 
there.

 Following high school, 
at Athens High, he entered 
the University of Georgia 
where he was graduated 
with a B.S. degree in geog-
raphy, a bright student who 
had dreams of developing a 
career in the aviation field.

 Connie Bradley, his wid-
ow, was living in Warner 
Robins at the time of his 
death which resulted from 
a crash of his B-52 bomber 
in Thailand.  Turner and his 
crew of six were returning 

from a bombing mission 
over North Vietnam.

 Reports say that the 
crippled aircraft was re-
turning to base at U-Tapao 
Royal Thai Navy Airfield af-
ter attempting to go around 
with engines out and other 
combat damage.   

 There were two survi-
vors, one of whom was the 
co-pilot and who was later 
killed on 9/11 when terror-
ists crashed a commercial 
plane into the Pentagon.  

 Turner and Connie had 
two small kids at the time of 

the unfortunate crash, now 
adults Debbie Lynn and 
James Mark.

 Connie never lost her 
composure during our con-
versation, but her voice 
cracked a couple of times 
when she said in reflection 
about the loss of her late 
husband, “He was a good 
man.”

 Good men are willing 
to give their lives for their 
country, and our country, 
fortunately, has had many 
good men who have kept 
our country free.

By LORAN
SMITH

Editor's note: All Tell It! calls and emails are subject to edit-
ing before publication. Submission does not guarantee publica-
tion. 
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 Dublin Police Department
 - Around 6:55 p.m. on May 15, an offi-

cer was dispatched to the Tobacco and Vape 
Shop on Veterans Boulevard in reference 
to a fight involving multiple individuals 
inside the store. Inside the store an officer 
met with a woman and her spouse who said 
they were walking into the vape show when 
a male juvenile and Dmasia Rokeya Can-
non, 18, suddenly approached them and 
began punching and striking them in the 
face multiple times. The woman said she is 
pregnant. The man provided the same ac-
count of the incident.

 The officer saw bruising on both of the 
woman’s cheeks and a black eye on her left 
eye. The officer also saw that the man had 
a cut on the bridge of his nose, a blackened 
left eye, cuts on his upper lip and chin and 
scratches on both arms. The officer talk-
ed with the juvenile and Cannon. Neither 
denied the allegations. They stated, “They 
stole money from us, that’s why we did it.” 
The officer reviewed the video surveillance 
footage from the vape shop and saw both 
approach the man and woman, striking 
them multiple times inside the store.

 The juvenile and Cannon were arrested. 
The juvenile was transported to the police 
department where he was fingerprinted. 
The officer contacted the Department of Ju-
venile Justice, who advised the man should 
be released to his father. Cannon was trans-
ported to the sheriff’s office and charged 
with battery.

 - Nia Amani Reid, 26, was charged with 
driving while license suspended or revoked 
and seatbelt violation for a child at 6:54 
p.m. on May 6 at the intersection of the 441 
bypass and Waldrep Industrial Boulevard. 
An officer was dispatched to the area in ref-
erence to a motor vehicle accident without 
injuries involving an 18-wheeler and a pas-
senger car. A witness saw a black passen-
ger car pull out in front of the 18-wheeler 

that was traveling on the bypass. The driv-
er of the 18-wheeler said he was traveling 
on the bypass when he saw a black Mazda 
stop at the intersection before pulling into 
his path. Reid stated that she stopped at 
the stop sign at the intersection and there 
was an 18-wheeler turning on to Waldrep 
Industrial Boulevard. She looked both ways 
and did not see any oncoming traffic. When 
she entered the intersection, she noticed a 
large truck approaching. Reid stated she 
was traveling with her two children, neither 
of whom were secured in a car seat. A check 
revealed that Reid’s license was suspended. 

 She was arrested and transported to the 
police department where she was finger-
printed and issued three citations. Based 
on the investigation, Reid was determined 

to be the at-fault driver for failure to yield 
after stopping at a stop sign.

Laurens County Sheriff’s Office
 - A deputy responded to Scofield Lane in 

reference to chickens being killed around 
midnight on May 5.

- On May 11, around 10:39 p.m., a depu-
ty responded to Market Dollar on Highway 
441 South.

- A deputy attempted to make contact 
with a man on Highway 199 South on May 
6 around 8 a.m.

 Editor's note: This information is pub-
lic record and was taken from reports of 
local law enforcement agencies. These re-
ports do not reflect guilt or innocence. An 
"arrest" does not always indicate incarcer-
ation. Readers are cautioned that people 
may have similar names. Police Beat does 
not identify minor children, victims of sex-
ual assault, suicide attempts or medical 
conditions. Cases dismissed do not appear 
if the newspaper is notified before dead-
line.

POLICE BEAT...

Local 7-day Forecast:
The next 48 hours:

THURSDAY:

85˚
Humid	with	times	of	cloudds	and	sun;	

a	thunderstorm	in	spots.

Sunrise: 6:26 a.m.

THURSDAY NIGHT:

68˚
Mostly	cloudy	and	humid	with	a	stray	

thunderstorm.

Sunset: 8:32 p.m.

FRIDAY:

80˚ Cloudy;	humid	with	a	thunderstorm.

Sunrise: 6:26 a.m.

FRIDAY NIGHT:

62˚ Cloudy	and	humid;	periods	of	rain	and	
a	thunderstorm	in	the	evening.

Sunset: 8:32 p.m.

Saturday
5/30

Sunday
5/31

Monday
6/1

Tuesday
6/2

Wednesday
6/3

HIGH/LOW

75/66
HIGH/LOW

83/68
HIGH/LOW

80/60
HIGH/LOW

83/61
HIGH/LOW

78/68
Cloudy	and	
humid	with	
showers.	

Humid	with	
periods	of	rain	

and	a	
thunderstorm.	

Partly	sunny. Humid	with	
periods	of	rain	

and	a	
thunderstorm.

Cloudy	and	
humid;	a	

thunderstorm	in	
parts	of	the	area.

Sunrise: 6:26 a.m.
Sunset: 8:33 p.m.

Sunrise: 6:25 a.m.
Sunset: 8:34 p.m.

Sunrise: 6:25 a.m.
Sunset: 8:34 p.m.

Sunrise: 6:25 a.m.
Sunset: 8:35 p.m.

Sunrise: 6:25 a.m.
Sunset: 8:35 p.m.

River levels...
Oconee	(at	Dublin)		....................................................................... 	4.48'
Ocmulgee	(at	Macon)		.................................................................. 	7.91'

Winners	declared	for	Miss	East	Laurens	pageant
The Miss East Laurens Pageant was held on April 25. Wee Miss East Laurens Sammilee Lanford, Tiny Miss East Laurens Lily 
Wilkins, Little Miss East Laurens Ella Grace Loyd, Petite Miss East Laurens Aubree Lynn Rich, Junior Miss East Laurens Adda-
lyn Wimberly, Teen Miss East Laurens Elleigh Tyson, and Miss East Laurens Sophia Stone/SPECIAL PHOTO

The regular meeting of 
the board of commission-
ers of the Dublin Housing 
Authority will be held on 
Thursday, May 28 at 5 p.m. 
at the administrative build-
ing in the James W. Strick-
land boardroom located at 
500 W. Mary St. The pro-
posed agenda for the meet-
ing follows:

 - Call to order

 - Roll call of members
 - Invocation
 - Pledge of Allegiance
 - Recognition of guests/

presentations
 - Approval of the regular 

minutes of March 26 and 
April 9

 - Financial reports
 - Check history reports
 - TAR reports
 - 90 day forecast

 - Old business
 - Update on RAD devel-

opment
 - NSPIRE
 - HVAC-Bell Homes 

project
 - New business
 - Executive director’s re-

port
 - Commissioner’s com-

ments
 - Adjournment

NEWS DIGEST

City recognizes children's mental health action week

 Mayor Joshua Kight and 
representatives of CSB of 
Middle Georgia gathered 
during a recent proclama-
tion signing declaring May 
3 – 9 as “Children's Mental 
Health Action Week."   

Good mental health is a 
key component in a child’s 
healthy development and 
Children’s Mental Health 
Action Week shines the 
light on this important mat-
ter.  

Since 2006, officials  
have observed the first week 
in May as Children’s Mental 
Health Awareness Week, 
and it is time to call for ac-
tion beyond awareness, to 
be proactive in responding 
to the needs of our children 
and it is important that 
children and adolescents, 
along with their families 
and communities, learn the 
signs of behavioral health 
challenges and where to 
obtain assistance and treat-
ment in their home commu-
nities as obtaining a full and 
accurate diagnosis of a child 
requires gathering informa-

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD

tion from diverse sources, 
including the family, school 
and others involved with 
the child.

The National Federa-
tion of Families initiated 
Children’s Mental Health 
Action Week together with 
families to focus on the ac-
ceptance of children with 
mental health diagnoses. 
Children and youth with 

the most intense needs are 
frequently underserved and 
experience inequities in ac-
cess to support and needed 
treatment options, which in 
turn contribute to a social 
justice issue for youth who 
experience mental health 
challenges and addressing 
the complex mental health 
needs of children, youth 
and families today is fun-

damental to the future of 
our nation, and to the City 
of Dublin, Ga.

Join Kight in his urging 
to all citizens and organiza-
tions to work toward meet-
ing the mental health needs 
of every child in the City of 
Dublin, Ga. and unite to 
promote acceptance of chil-
dren with mental health is-
sues and their families. 

Mayor Joshua Kight signed a proclamation declaring Children's Mental Health Action 
Week/SPECIAL PHOTO

Green at Gordon 
State tapped to lead 
Valdosta State

 ATLANTA — One 
Georgia college will get a 
new president while an-
other loses him, as Gor-
don State College Pres-
ident Donald J. Green 
moves to Valdosta State 
University.

Green will become 
president of Valdosta 
State effective Aug. 1, 
the University System of 
Georgia announced Fri-
day, succeeding inter-
im President William R. 
"Bill" Crowe.

Crowe has led Valdo-
sta State since the start 
of the year after former 
President Richard Car-
vajal resigned to take the 
presidency of California 
State Polytechnic Univer-
sity, Humboldt.

Green, who earned a 
Doctor of Educational 
Leadership degree from 
Western Michigan Uni-
versity, was named Gor-
don State's fifth presi-
dent in November 2023. 
There, he implemented 
a three-year plan to re-

duce the time it was taking 
students to graduate and 
to better align courses with 
employer demand.

The college in Barnes-
ville surpassed many of the 
plan's goals a year ahead of 
schedule, according to the 
university system.

Green said in a state-
ment that he looks forward 
to aligning Valdosta State's 
courses with industry needs, 
too.

"I'm eager to get to cam-
pus, build strong partner-
ships with the community 
and local industries and cre-
ate new workforce pathways 
that will help both Blazer 
Nation and the entire region 
grow," he said.

Valdosta State was 
founded in 1906 as a wom-
en’s college but is now co-
educational, with more 
than 10,000 undergraduate 
and graduate students from 
nearly every county in Geor-
gia, all 50 states, the District 
of Columbia and over 60 
countries.

By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

 The GBI has arrested 
and charged Austin Mar-
cus Allred, 20, of Ivey, Ga., 
with malice murder and ag-
gravated assault in connec-
tion with the death of Tyl-
an Ar’tavious Horne, 25, of 
McIntyre, Ga.

On Thursday, May 21, 
at about 1 a.m., the Wilkin-
son County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to a home in 
the 100 block of Morning-
side Drive in Ivey. WCSO 
requested the GBI to assist 
with the investigation. The 
preliminary investigation 
revealed Allred entered the 
home and shot at Horne, 
striking him. Allred left the 
scene and later returned. 
Horne was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

Allred is currently 

booked at the Wilkinson 
County Jail.

 Once the investigation is 
complete, the case file will 
be given to the Ocmulgee 
Judicial Circuit District At-
torney’s Office for prosecu-
tion.

This investigation is ac-
tive and ongoing. Anyone 
with information is encour-
aged to contact the GBI Re-
gional Investigative Office 
in Milledgeville at 478-445-
4173. Anonymous tips can 
also be submitted by calling 
1-800-597-TIPS(8477), on-
line at https://gbi.georgia.
gov/submit-tips-online, 
or by downloading the See 
Something, Send Some-
thing mobile app.

GBI arrests Baldwin 
Co. man for child 
molestation charges

GBI arrests Wilkinson Co. man in homicide investigation
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD

The GBI has arrested and 
charged David Allen Barber, 
53, of Baldwin County, with 
one count of child molesta-
tion, one count of enticing a 
child for indecent purposes, 
and one count of grooming.

On May 21, the Baldwin 
County Sheriff’s Office re-
quested the GBI to investi-

gate allegations that Barber 
had inappropriate sexual 
contact with a minor. The 
investigation revealed Bar-
ber had sexual contact with 
a minor at his home.

Barber was arrested on 
May 22, and booked into the 
Baldwin County Jail.

Classifieds

Real Estate

For Rent/Lease

Houses for Rent: 2 bedroom $1,050/month 
and 2 bedroom $725/month. No Animals; 
References required. 478-278-9012

Estate Sale

Huge Estate Sale: Estate of Richard and 
Joyce Dennard, prominent Treutlen. Con-
tains: Furniture, M. Alexander dolls, toys, 
sports trophy case, hunting gear, primitives, 
Christmas, appliances, jewelry, designer 
handbags, patio, china, 2X-3X men's 
clothes, much much more! Sat May 30 9a, 
Sun May 31 1pm. 5293 Hwy 29, Soperton. 

Southern Estate Sales.
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OVERBOARD BY	CHIP	DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY	JEFF	CORRIVEAU

Woman's interest in married man seems pretty clear!
DEAR ABBY: My husband 

and I know a guy from work 
I'll call "Jon." His girlfriend 
comes over whenever he does. 
She doesn't seem at all inter-
ested in being my friend, but 
she talks to my husband for 
hours on end. When I try to 
have a conversation with her, 
she ignores me. 

 I tried to bond with her. 
She came over and wanted to 
cook in my kitchen, but when-
ever I volunteered to help her, 
she asked for my husband to 
help her instead. She sits by 
him any chance she can get 
and tries to make these inside 
jokes with him. It's beginning 
to upset me because she acts 
like I don't exist. It makes me 
feel like I'm a third wheel in 
my own home. 

 What's worse is Jon doesn't 
say anything about it, and 
she ignores him as well. Now 
she's talking about moving 
two minutes away from our 
house and is actively looking 
for places. I don't know what 
to do because we are good 
friends with Jon. -- UNCOM-
FORTABLE IN WEST VIR-
GINIA

 
DEAR UNCOMFORT-

ABLE: Enough is enough. 
Have you discussed this with 
your husband? If you haven't, 
start now. Point out that Jon's 
girlfriend appears to have a 
super-sized crush on him to 
the point that she ignores that 
the two of you are a couple, 
and the way she treats Jon is 

insulting and disrespectful. 
�en tell your spouse you no 
longer want that woman in 
your home or even in your 
neighborhood. If he's afraid to 
speak up, then you will have 
to do it. Start by telling Jon 
you don't want her around 
and why.

     
   

 DEAR ABBY: I am wor-
ried about my 26-year-old 
son, "Caleb." He's severely 
overweight. Let me be clear: 
I love him regardless of his 
weight, but I think he binge 
eats to cope with anxiety and 
depression. A mutual love of 
eating was how my son and 
his late mom bonded. 

 For example, when his fa-
vorite TV show ended its run, 
Caleb ate three pizzas in one 
sitting to celebrate the �nale. 
Another time, he ate an en-
tire box of brownies in less 
than 30 minutes "just to see 
if he could." When I suggest 

healthier options for his diet, 
or maybe that he should eat 
less, he says sarcastic things 
like "vegetables are poison" 
and "let piggy eat his slop." 

 Caleb rarely leaves his 
room in the basement, and he 
lost touch with his few friends 
a long time ago. My son is 
emotionally immature, so it's 
hard to talk about this with 
him. I just want my boy to be 
healthy and happy. How do I 
get through to him? -- WOR-
RIED DAD IN VIRGINIA

 DEAR DAD: Stop lectur-
ing Caleb about his diet be-
cause, clearly, it isn't working. 
At 26, your son is no longer a 
boy. He's a grown man living 
in his father's basement. If he 
doesn't have a job, insist he 
get one now. It will get him 
out of his room on a regular 
basis and perhaps give him 
some self-esteem. Some dis-
cussions about what he plans 
to do with his life once he is 
independent might be help-
ful, as would some sessions 
with a licensed mental health 
professional to address his 
emotional problems.

    
 Dear Abby is written 

by Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, and 
was founded by her moth-
er, Pauline Phillips. Contact 
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

PLUGGERS BY	JEFF	MACNELLYZIGGY BY	TOM	WILSON	



 The East Laurens basketball 
program celebrated another set of 
strong seasons, including its girls' 
runs to win region and state titles, 
as it held its annual postseason 
awards banquet April 30. 
 The Lady Falcons were 28-4 
overall, and defeated Elbert Coun-
ty to win it all on March 13. The 
boys finished 21-7, and reached 
the second round of the state play-
offs. 
 Varsity and JV honorees in-
cluded the following... 

Girls team awards... 
• Defensive award – Miyah Smith 
and DeAndrea Lowther 
• Rookie of the year – Garyunna 
Mitchell
• Falcon Award – Layla Tanner 
• GameChanger award – Zah-
maria Robinson
• Sharpshooter – Jameria Bing 
• Most improved – Alasia Wiggins 
• Scholar athletes – Alasia Wig-
gins, 9th; Kiley Canady, 10th; 
DeAndrea Lowther, 11th; Deanna 
Lowther, 12th 
• JV "Impact player" – Quean 
Washington 
• JV "Defensive anchor" – Amari 
Kellam 
• JV "Grind on defense" – D'Nya 
Rozier 
• JV "Board control" – Mykia Har-

ris 
• JV "On the rise" – Kiley Canady 
• JV "Coach's dream" – Layla Tan-
ner 
• School record – Deanna Lowther 
for 1,185 career rebounds 

All-region... 
• Deanna Lowther – Player of the 
year
• Bing, Mitchell – first team 
• Robinson – third team 
• DeAndrea Lowther, Smith, Wig-

gins – honorable mention 

All-state...
• GACA/GBCA: Mitchell, Deanna 
Lowther
• Sandy's Spiel: Deanna Lowther 
(first-team, best rebounder); Bing 
(most improved)

Boys team awards... 
• Best all-around – Major Floyd 
• Best offensive – Zion Dixon
• Best defensive – Floyd 

• Hustle and heart – Kelvion King 
• Falcon Award – Skyler Snead 
• Coaches' award – Bryson Hazley 
• Most improved – Jeremiah Ro-
zier 
• Sharpshooter – Braylon Makaya
• Good teammate – Marcus Hud-
son
• "Not in my house" – Anthony 
Pounds 
• Academic award – Caleb Jack-
son 
• JV Best offensive – Emmanuel 
Little 

• JV Best defensive – Zanorrion 
Ellington
• JV Most improved – Julian Ro-
zier 
• JV scholar athlete – Zachery 
Brazeal 

All-region... 
• First team – Snead 
• Second team – Floyd, Dixon
• Honorable mention – Rozier, 
King
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SPRING BIRD-WATCHING: EAST LAURENS HOSTS LANEY FOR FOOTBALL SCRIMMAGE
Eastside fans enjoyed an offseason football sighting last Thursday night as their Falcons took the field to wrap up spring drills with a scrimmage against Augusta's Laney Wildcats. 
It was, overall, a strong showing for East Laurens and its core of rising juniors and seniors who are scheduled to come into their own this fall. A number of new and familiar faces 
stood out with impressive plays on either side of the ball. The defense came up with a fourth-down stop on Laney's long opening drive and scoring via interception early in the third 
quarter, while the offense moved the football effectively via run and pass, with several big plays sprinkled in, as it traded a touchdown with Laney in the first half, and scored two 
more as younger players trickled into the game in the second. Here are more scenes from the action: 

JUST TOO QUICK: Major Floyd beats a couple more Wildcats to the pylon, after 
outrunning about three on his way to the edge to score the first touchdown of 
the game early in the second quarter/ZACH DAWSON

PUSHIN' EM BACK: Lagen Mack and Travunta Carroll lead the Falcon defense in a first-down tackle 
for loss/ZACH DAWSON

LOTS OF ROOM TO RUN: Tawan Horne takes off for a big 
gain after the catch on East's first drive of the night/ZACH 
DAWSON

HOLLIMAN HOUSE CALL: Demarcio Holliman carries back a 
pick-six early in the third quarter/ZACH DAWSON

LETTING IT FLY: Quarterback Skyler Snead and the Falcons 
weren't shy about turning it loose on short-, medium- and 
long-range passing attempts that were each an effective 
part of Thursday's attack/CLAY REYNOLDS

DARK HORSE: Though the sun had already set, Rhajon Fullwood found 
plenty of daylight around the right end on this double-digit carry early in the 
third quarter/CLAY REYNOLDS

TOUCHDOWN, ON 
HOLD: A downfield 
foul wound up 
partially calling back 
the score, but it didn't 
nullify the celebration 
as Kingston Stanley 
(23) was met by 
Easton Wood (66) in 
the end zone after 
rushing for a TD in 
the third quarter. The 
Falcons would punch 
it in officially only a 
few plays later/CLAY 
REYNOLDS

HIGH-LIGHT CATCH: Major Floyd shows 
off the ups with a leaping grab early in 
the second half/ZACH DAWSON

Falcons celebrate historic seasons, hand out hoops awards
From STAFF REPORTS

Lady Falcons honorees (front row, from left) Garyunna Mitchell, Layla 
Tanner, Deanna Lowther, Jameria Bing, Amari Kellam (back row) Coach 
Mike Coleman, Coach Scottieria Rozier, Miyah Smith, D'Nya Rozier, 
Alasia Wiggins, Zahmaria Robinson, Mykia Harris, DeAndrea Lowther 
and  Coach Danielle Lowther/SPECIAL PHOTO, Laurens County Schools  

East Laurens boys honorees (front row, from left) Braylon Makaya,  
Marcus Hudson, Jeremiah Rozier, Major Floyd, Zanorrion Ellington, (back 
row) Coach Chris Burley, Coach Corey Dudley, Skyler Snead, Bryson 
Hazely, Zion Dixon, Coach Chris Rozier, Coach Dwayne Lowther/SPECIAL 
PHOTO, Laurens County School District
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911. Before the shooting, 
he saw four women walk-
ing and being loud in the 
roadway near his resi-
dence. The women briefly 
approached the driveway 
before turning around 
and returning to the house 
where the shooting later 
occurred. 
 Around 11 p.m., the 
man saw an early 2000s 
white sedan pull from the 
driveway and occupants 
began firing multiple shots 
toward the residence. Ear-
ly evidence indicates at 
least six different guns 

were fired. 
 Officers tried to inter-
view several witnesses, but 
they declined to cooperate. 
 While processing the 
scene, an officer saw a bul-
let entry hole in the roof of 
a 2020 Jeep. They also saw 
a gold 1999 Toyota Camry 
with a bullet hole in the 
rear passenger-side tail-
light. A red 2017 Kia Soul 
had what appeared to be 
two bullet strikes through 
the driver-side and rear 
doors.
 Anyone with informa-
tion is asked call the Dub-
lin Police Department at 
(478) 277-5023.

DRIVE-BY SHOOTING
Continued from page 1

health declined Clements 
stop playing shows. Lat-
er in his life he moved to 
Sandersville; however, 
he never stopped singing, 
performing solos at his 
church and singing in the 
choir. Clements died last 
year. He was 84.
 Though Kight is known 
for her take on Chicago 
blues-style of American 
music, she learned much 
from her uncle, particu-
larly on performing for a 
crowd.
 "Even though he is 
gone, his influence will 
always be with me. He 
knew how to connect with 
the audience," she said. 
"He taught me to put feel-
ing into my music. If you 
don't feel it, the people 
won't feel it."
 Kight's music journey 
continues. She's working 
on new material and car-
ing for her world-famous 
goat herd on the family's 
Laurens County property. 
She also has a slew of con-
cert dates scheduled. 
 A constant remind-

E.G. KIGHT
Continued from page 1

Kight's uncle, Jimmy 
Clements, who never 
stopped performing,
passed away last year 
at the age of 84
/SPECIAL PHOTO

trying to address a city street 
and address it with some of 
this federal money that we 
might otherwise not be able 
to get. We will be applying 
for somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of $10 to $11 mil-
lion in grant funds as a re-
sult of council adopting this 
plan. The Foresite team has 
been very helpful in walking 
us through this process. We 
are looking forward to being 
able to tap into some federal 
funds to help with our city.” 
 Dublin Mayor Joshua 
Kight said most of the coun-
cil members were able to 
attend a presentation from 
the Foresite group regard-
ing the safety plan.
 “There is roughly a bil-
lion dollars in federal mon-
ey for implementing plans,” 
he said. “It’s great that we 
got the grant to do the plan-
ning work, now this will 
take us to the application for 
the actual implementation 
grant. Hopefully, we can get 
the federal funds out of that 
billion dollar pot to be able 
to implement this.”  
 According to data col-
lected by GDOT, the city had 
3,538 total crashes between 
2020 and 2024, which re-
sulted in 89 deaths or seri-
ous injuries. Forty involved 
pedestrians and people rid-
ing bicycles.
 Councilwoman Sara 
Kolbie recalled the Foresite 
Group’s data showing that 
most of the high injury or 
fatal wrecks were what are 
called angle crashes.
 “As you see more and 
more roundabouts coming 
to our community, I think 
it’s important to recognize 
that those roundabouts are 
there to reduce these an-
gle crashes, which many 
times end in severe injury 
or death,” Kolbie said. “The 
other thing that was really 
interesting about this study 
is that over a third of those 
high injury crashes involved 
young drivers.”
 She stressed that par-
ents and guardians of young 
drivers should make sure 
they are properly trained.
 “They need to be taking 
driver’s education or be sent 
to programs,” Kolbie said. “I 
know many got their license 
during COVID and did not 
receive quite the same over-
sight. This is very import-
ant. That could reduce a 
third of our crashes.”
 Other issues were dis-
tracted driving and the 
18-wheeler truck route 
through downtown.

 “I hope, and my prayer 
with this (plan), is we will 
see a change in traffic pat-
terns,” Kolbie said. “We will 
see those large semis and 
other transportation vehi-
cles be moved away from 
our main pedestrian areas 
like downtown.”
 Kight brought up the 
tragic accident in front of 
Dublin City Hall where a 
67-year-old East Dublin 
woman died after another 
vehicle ran the red light at 
the intersection.
 “This is why as we look at 
wherever we have money to 
redo streets, and get federal 
transportation funds, rather 
than putting in red lights we 
are trying to put in round-
abouts,” Kight said. “Where 
we can replace red lights 
that have a lot of injuries as-
sociated with it, we’re going 
to do that with roundabouts 
where we can just because it 
is tremendously more safe. 
We have between 15 and 20 
fatal or very serious crash-
es a year in town. The thing 
about this report is it identi-
fied the areas of those crash-
es. Hopefully, we’ll be get-
ting federal money to work 
on reducing that number.” 
 About the fatal wreck 
in front of city hall, Powell 
praised the response from 
people in the other vehi-
cles, city hall employees and 
members of the Dublin Po-
lice Department and Dub-
lin Fire Department who 
rushed to the area to render 
aid. 
 “Our hearts and prayers 
go out to the woman who 
died, as well as to the other 
driver and their families,” 
Powell said. 
 In other news, the city 
council: 

 • Approved an applica-
tion for the Georgia Histor-
ical Society’s marker review 
for the Emery Thomas Au-
ditorium. (For more on this, 
see Saturday’s edition of 
The Courier Herald)
 • Approved the purchase 
of storm drain replacement 
in Earlwood Subdivision to 
the low bid of Land Care 
Services in the amount of 
$32,173.43.
 • Heard the first read-
ing and public hearing to 
approve the FY’ 27 budget. 
Kight said the budget was 
made available to the public 
and because it is the city’s 
budget, they hold two pub-
lic hearings before it is vot-
ed on.
 “This is to provide max-
imum public input and to-
tal transparency on how we 
collect and spend our mon-
ey,” the mayor said. 
 Powell said the total of 
the city’s operating budget 
for 2026-2027 is more than 
$89 million. No one spoke 
for or against the budget 
during the public hearing. 
The second reading and 
public hearing will be held 
at 5:30 p.m. on June 4.
 • Voted 6-0 to approve 
an ordinance to rezone 
the area at 540 Charles W. 
Manning Sr. Way from R-1 
to R-2. This now allows the 
addition of afterschool and 
summer childcare at Free 
Vision Deliverance Out-
reach Ministry, across from 
the Oconee Gymnasium. 
 • Voted 6-0 to approve 
the ordinance for subdivi-
sion and variance fees by 
resolution. This will add 
language that formally au-
thorizes variance applica-
tion fees and subdivision 
plan review fees. 

CITY COUNCIL
Continued from page 1

 • Approved a contract 
with ABS Inc. for wastewa-
ter treatment services for 
$186,000.
 • Approved a resolution 
to authorize an agreement 
with State Broadcasting 
Corp. for advertising. The 
city does announcements, 
reminders and advertising 
for parks and grant oppor-
tunities for the public on 
local radio stations WQZY, 
WDBN, WQIL and WMCG 
in daily 30 second slots for 
the entire fiscal year 26-27. 
The total cost is $13,000
 “This has been a great 
opportunity and another 
way for the city to get infor-
mation out that is helpful to 
the public,” Powell said. 
 • Approved items as dec-
laration of surplus, which 
included a 2010 Dodge Da-
kota truck used for meter 
readings, many cargo pallets 
and a lot of shipping con-
tainers used by the police 
department.
 • Approved the re-ap-
pointment of Marie Hooks 
and Pam McCarn to the Lau-
rens County Library Board.

Dublin City Manager Josh Powell speaks during last week's City Council meeting/PAYTON 
TOWNS III

er of Uncle Jimmy, and his 
influence, often travels with 
Kight. She has his vintage 
Fender amplifier and often 
uses it on stage. 
 "It's my favorite amp," 
she said. "Every time I plug it 
in, I think about him."   

NEWS DIGEST

	 The	LAURENS	COUNTY	BOARD	OF	EDUCATION	
will	hold	the	first	public	hearing	on	its	proposed	
fiscal	year	2027	budget	at	5	p.m.	on	Thursday,	May	
28,	at	the	board	office.	The	agenda:
	 •	Call	to	order

	 •	Invocation
	 •	Pledge
	 •	Approval	of	agenda
	 •	First	public	hearing	on	FY27	budget
	 •	Adjourn
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