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Dublin school board OKs spending resolution
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VENDORS FOR SATURDAY
June 27, 2026 (7:30 AM to 12:30 PM)
Sweet Rubys
Cheesestraws
Riverbend Meadow Market
roduce
hillips Farm
produce
Jos'Pee Berry Farm
blueberries, chicken salad
Backyard Shed
breads, jellies, and cakes
Beth Wood Natural Guru
essential oils
Eden Organics
produce
Shemeka Smith
hair & body care, juices
Off the Farm Produce
produce
Boyd's Knives
handmade knives
Jewelry by Keen
handmade jewelry
Fields of Dewy Flowers
flowers and plants
Taino Farms GA
soaps & candles
Donna Todd “The Flower Lady”
plants and flowers
Sonrise Farms
fresh berries
Stitchihatchie Creek Farms
roduce
wisted Sister Bread Co.
baked goods & lemonade
Colbey Asbell
baked goods & lemonade
Simply Magnolia
candles
Jordan Farms
roduce
aleigh Jordan
produce
Hot Rod's Ohoopee Grilling Sauce
BBQ sauce
Holi Crop Micro Farm
micro greens
Moss & Bloom
sea moss, teas
Grain & Goat Co.
cutting boards & crosses
The Mustard Seed Farm
baked goods
Farmhouse Bread Co.
baked goods
Crumbs of Joy
baked goods
Grandpa Jerry's Cookies
baked cookies
MC Sweets
cake pops
O’neal Honey Farms LLC
local raw honey
Parker Dairy Flower Farm
fresh cut flowers
Muddy Cups & Coffee
iced coffee
Sweet Treats Canne
produce, canned goods
Southern Atler Co.
handmade crafts
From Andrews Oven
baked goods
Fairview Park Hospital
kids' crafts
Kelly Pop
kettle corn popcom
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Plan covers July operations
while new budget is finalized

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

The Dublin City Board of
Education adopted a spend-
ing resolution Monday to
cover operations in July be-
cause it will miss the dead-
line to formally approve a
new budget,

Local school boards
are required to adopt new
budgets by July 1, before
the new fiscal year begins.

However, spending resolu-
tions are allowed if a board
cannot finalize a spending
plan before June 30.

"We are finalizing some
new positions that came in,
so we want to make sure we
are encompassing all the
positions that will be in the
school's budget for the next
year," new Chief Financial
Officer Teresa Seeley told
the board. "It will be month
to month. This can happen

in situations where you
have a lot of change."

Spending  resolutions
must dictate exactly how
much money a district can
spend. Dublin City's reso-
lution allows the district to
spend up to 1/12 of the fi-
nal amended budget for all
funds in the current fiscal
year.

Seeley hinted at how the
board plans to deal with ex-
pected cashflow shortages
in the upcoming fiscal year,
by obtaining a tax anticipa-
tion note, or TAN, a loan for
the lean months until prop-
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erty tax revenue comes in
next winter.

"We are working on our
budget prudence in order to
get a TAN," she said.

Also Monday, the board
approved its monthly finan-
cial report for May, which
showed the district with a
negative fund balance of
$441,000. Seeley noted the
system began the current
fiscal year with a $3.9 mil-
lion deficit.

"The school system is
making financial progress,
and thanks to strict bud-
geting we are spending less

than we are bringing in.
We're working on erasing
that large financial deficit
from past years," Seeley
said.

The monthly balance
sheet showed $1.7 million
in cash and another $2.9
million in Georgia Fund 1, a
high-yield investment pool
offered by the state. Its to-
tal liabilities of $5.7 million
includes almost $5.4 mil-
lion still owed to the State
Health Benefit Plan after
not paying the plan for more

SCHOOL BOARD

Continued on page 11
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JUNETEENTH CELEBRATED WITH PARADE, FESTIVAL

Downtown Dublin was the site Saturday for the seventh annual Taste of Juneteenth Festival, presented by
CultureSHOCK of Dublin. A parade was held where Barbara J. Martin, owner and operator of K..D.S. Kingdom, was
"ecstatic" to serve as the grand marshal. "When | read about June 19, 1865, and how all of it came about, it puts
gratefulness in my heart," Martin said of Juneteenth. "We can do whatever God has ordained for us to do"/HORACE
AUSTIN
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“Teens Changing the Face of Palitics through Leadership,
Service, and Community Involvment."

Man killed
when hit
by vehicle

By PAYTON TOWNS IlI

Senior Reporter

The Laurens County
Coroner’s Office is attempt-
ing to reach the family of a
71-year-old Bulloch County
man who died after he was
hit by a car while he was
standing near the back of a
trailer he was pulling.

Deputy Coroner Nathan
Stanley said the man was
traveling toward Dublin
near Southern Pines Road
when he pulled over and
was believed to have been
tending to a trailer that he
was pulling behind his 2010
Lexus SUV. Stanley said a
call came into the Laurens
County 911 center around
9:27 p.m. on June 23. He
pronounced the man dead
at 10:06 p.m. at the scene.

“He had multiple blunt
force trauma,” Stanley said.
“The biggest thing that I
am doing right now is try-
ing to locate his family. We
are trying to track down his
kids.”

Stanley sent deputies to
the man’s home, but no one
was there.

According to the Geor-
gia State Patrol, troopers
responded to an accident
at around 9:37 p.m. The
crash investigation revealed
that the driver of an SUV,

FATAL ACCIDENT

Continued on page 11

Savannah driver airlifted to
hospital after hitting I-16 bridge

By PAYTON TOWNS 11l

Senior Reporter

A Savannah man was air-
lifted to a hospital Tuesday
morning after the 18-wheel-
er he was driving struck the
Ga. 338 bridge on Interstate
16.

According to the Georgia
State Patrol, Harold Frazier
was driving a 2026 Inter-
national for SYCS Trucking
Co. in the right lane of I-16
West around 8:55 a.m. For
an unknown reason, the
driver failed to maintain
the lane and traveled off the
road to the right and onto
the north shoulder of I-16
West.

After leaving the road,
the vehicle went west for
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approximately 144 feet be-
fore striking the guardrail.
The vehicle continued strik-
ing the guardrail with its
front and undercarriage for
about 104 feet before hitting
the bridge pier with its front
right.

After impact with the
bridge, the vehicle rotat-
ed in a clockwise motion.
While rotating, the trailer
was detached from the ve-
hicle while the cab of the
vehicle was ripped in half
because of the hard impact
with the bridge pier.

The driver’s side of the
cab was detached from the
rest of the vehicle and con-
tinued traveling west as it
slid down the road for ap-

proximately 125 feet before
coming to an uncontrolled
final stop on the north
shoulder of the I-16 West.

The trailer traveled west
for approximately 81 feet
before coming to an un-
controlled final rest in the
right westbound lane. The
passenger side of the vehi-
cle rotated in a clockwise
motion and stopped facing
north against the bridge
pier.

Laurens County Fire
Chief Josh McCard said fire-
fighters extricated the man
from the vehicle. Frazier
was airlifted to a hospital,

I-16 WRECK

Continued on page 11

Responders work the accident scene on I-16 West late
Tuesday morning/SPECIAL PHOTO

Board says it was aware of litigation against superintendent finalist

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

The Dublin City Board
of Education says it was
aware of litigation filed
against DeMarcos Holland,
which was later dismissed,
before choosing him as the
top candidate to be Dublin's

new school superintendent.

The whistleblower law-
suit was filed in 2024 by
the director of the Marietta
City Schools' Student Life
Center claiming race dis-
crimination by the Marietta
district and its chief human
resources officer, Holland.
The lawsuit was dropped

last November but refiled
earlier this year, but with
Holland no longer named as
a defendant.

The Dublin school board
last week approved Hol-
land as the sole finalist for
the superintendent job.
"During the superintendent
search process, the board

was aware of Dr. Holland
being named in the lawsuit,
and information related to
that lawsuit did not alter the
board's belief that Dr. Hol-
land is the best candidate to
lead Dublin City Schools,"

SUPERINTENDENT

Continued on page 11
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James Royce "Jimmy"
Lowery Jr.

James Royce “Jimmy”
Lowery Jr., of Dublin, Geor-
gia, was called home to be
with the Lord on June 18,
2026, at the age of 65. Born
on Oct. 31, 1960, Jimmy
spent most of his life in Dub-
lin, where he was known for
his dedication to his family,
his faith, and his communi-
ty.

Jimmy was preceded in
death by his father, James
Royce Lowery Sr.; his moth-
er, Jacqueline “Jackie” Tay-
lor Lowery; his sister, Lisa
Lowery Clements; and his
infant sons, Benjamin and
Bradley Lowery.

He is survived by his son,
Matthew Lowery; his daugh-
ter-in-law, Kaitlyn; and his
beloved granddaughter,
Charlotte. He is also sur-
vived by his stepson, Justin
Avery, his wife Heather, and
their son, Nolan.

Jimmy was a proud grad-
uate of Georgia College,
where he earned his Bach-
elor’s degree in business
administration. He enjoyed
a successful career with
Rockwell Automation, from
which he retired after many
years of dedicated service.

A man of strong faith,
Jimmy served as a former
deacon and choir director
at Oconee Baptist Church,
where he faithfully contrib-
uted his time and talents.
He had a deep love for music
and worship, and his leader-
ship touched many lives.

In his free time, Jimmy
enjoyed golfing and playing
tennis, hobbies that reflect-
ed his active spirit and love
of the outdoors. He will be
remembered as a loving fa-
ther and Papa, as well as for
his warmth, his steady pres-
ence, and his devotion to
those he loved.

Jimmy’s legacy lives on
through his family and all
who had the privilege of
knowing him. He will be
deeply missed and forever
cherished.

A Celebration of life
service will be held at 3
p.m., Saturday, June 27,
2026 at the Mary Whitaker
Townsend Memorial Chapel
at Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home.

The family will receive
friends from 2 p.m. until 3
p.m. Saturday at the funeral
home.

Please visit WWW.
townsendfuneralhome.com
to sign the online memorial
register.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of
the arrangements.

Pamela McAlpin
Magouirk

It is with heavy hearts
we announce the peaceful
passing of Pamela McAlpin
Magouirk on June 21, 2026.
Born on Nov. 9, 1957, in
Grand Ridge, Florida, Pame-
la was a beacon of love and
kindness, whose warmth
touched all around her. Pa-
mela was born to Bobby
and Robbie Cox McAlpin
who preceded her in death.
Pamela lost her cherished
husband and high school

BIRTHDAYS

June 25
Eric Jackson
Marcus Little

June 26
John Pugh

sweetheart, Larry Thomas
Magouirk, early in life and
although she missed him ev-
ery moment since his pass-
ing, we find solace in know-
ing they are now reunited,
with Larry watching over
her once again. In addition,
Pamela was predeceased
by her great-grandson,
Myles, sister-in-law Diane
McAlpin, many aunts and
uncles, and a host of Ma-
gouirks who cherished her
as their own. Pamela leaves
behind a legacy of love and
devotion.

She is survived by her
dedicated son, Eric (Jessi-
ca) Magouirk, her faithful
brothers, Steve McAlpin and
Gregery McAlpin, grand-
children, Laura (Dalton)
Tyson and Caleb (Hannah)
Bass, nieces Crystal McAlpin
and Brittany McAlpin, and
her great-nephew, Hold-
en, along with many loving
Coxes, McAlpins and Ma-
gouirks.

The family extends their
heartfelt gratitude to the
dedicated staff of Wrights-
ville Manor Health and Re-
hab, as well as Compassus
Hospice, for their immea-
surable compassion and
comfort during Pamela's fi-
nal journey.

The family will have a
private memorial at a later
date.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations
of Dudley.

COUCH THEATRE

Lawmakers go home after postponing
changes to Georgia election system

By TY TAGAMI

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Georgians should
continue voting with the same ma-
chines they have been using for years
until a new system can be acquired in
2028, lawmakers decided before end-
ing their special session Tuesday.

In largely partisan votes by the
state House and Senate, Republicans
approved a measure that delays their
previous July 1 ban on the use of QR
codes to tabulate votes.

Georgia’s voting machines became
a target for some after President Don-
ald Trump lost the 2020 election.
Critics contended the system was vul-
nerable to hacking and error, and they
noted that voters cannot read the QR
code on their ballot to confirm it accu-
rately recorded their intent.

After voting two years ago to ban
the system, GOP lawmakers failed to
adopt or pay for an alternative. They
blamed fellow Republican Secretary
of State Brad Raffensperger, who
pointed back at them.

With the November midterms
approaching, local election direc-
tors were saying it was far too late to
switch to a new system. And that was
back in the winter and spring, when
the General Assembly was consid-
ering postponing the July 1 deadline
during its regular session.

Lawmakers failed to pass a bill that
would have done that, so Gov. Brian
Kemp called them back to the Capitol
to resolve the crisis.

If Kemp signs Senate Bill 3EX, it
will delay the deadline to replace the
system until Jan. 1, 2028.

It would also establish a commit-
tee of lawmakers to recommend stan-
dards for the next voting system based
on hand-marked paper ballots. And it
would require a hand recount of top-
of-the-ballot races with tiny margins.

An earlier version produced by
the Senate would have required hand
recounts of the two top races in each
cycle, including for U.S. president and
U.S. Senate.

Critics derided that proposal, say-
ing hand counts are inaccurate and
time-consuming and that manual tal-
lies that conflicted with machine tal-
lies would further erode confidence in
elections.

“Please do not subject Georgia to
this,” Kristin Nabers, the Georgia di-
rector of the group All Voting is Local,
said at a House committee hearing
Monday.

Members of that committee, both
Republicans and Democrats, were du-
bious about the hand count provision,
as well.

So, leaders of the House and Sen-
ate met Monday night to negotiate a
compromise.

The version of SB 3EX the Legisla-
ture sent to Kemp would require hand
recounts in most statewide races only
when the margin is within 0.5%.

“So it’s very narrowly defined,”
Rep. Victor Anderson, R-Cornelia,
the chairman of the committee that
reviewed SB 3EX, said on the House
floor Tuesday.

The organization that represents
election officials was satisfied by the
change.

But those who do not trust the
state’s current voting machines were

COMMUNITY

By DEMI TAVERAS

King Features

"House of the Drag-
on: Season 3" (TV-MA)
-- Fans of the "House of
the Dragon" series have
been waiting two years for
this season premiere, and
because much of the sec-
ond season was a build-up
to the third season. Eight
episodes long, the season
kicked off on June 21 with
episodes premiering every
Sunday night at 9 p.m. ET.
Heads of Team Black, Matt
Smith ("The Death of Bun-
ny Munro") and Emma
D'Arcy ("Rhoda"), are back
in their respective roles of
Daemon and Rhaenyra as
they brace themselves for
war against Team Green.
At the end of last season,
viewers learned that Otto
Hightower was taken cap-
tive, Rhaena finally found
her wild dragon, and
"King" Aegon and Larys
fled the city together in
secret. Get your flagons of
wine and mead ready for
what should be a memora-
ble season! (HBO Max)

"Little Brother" (R)
-- Guess we've lived long
enough to see John Cena
("Heads of State") go from
playing the funny guy in a
buddy comedy to playing
the serious one! (What
range, am I right?) In this
film premiering June 26,
Cena plays Rudd, a type-A
real estate agent who lives
an orderly life with his wife
(Michelle Monaghan) and
sons. When he receives
sudden news that his es-
tranged "brother," Mar-
cus (Eric Andre), was in a
car accident, the incident
leads them to reconnect.
The thing is ... Marcus isn't
really Rudd's brother; they
met as kids through a "Big
Brother, Little Brother"

The City of Dublin
will be closed on
Friday, July 3rd, 2026
to observe July 4th,
holiday.

There will be no
recycle pick up this
week.
Recycle will resume
on Friday, July, 10th,
2026, for Wednesday
and Thursday route
customers.

Eric Andre, left, and John Cena star in "Little Brother"

/Courtesy of NETFLIX

program. So, when Mar-
cus starts causing hav-
oc in Rudd's perfect life,
Rudd wonders if having a
brotherly bond is worth all
this trouble. Ego Nwodim

("Saturday Night Live") cock)
and Christopher Meloni
("IF") co-star. (Netflix) "Queens of the

Dead" (TV-MA) -- This
zombie-comedy
film is a great watch for
Pride Month, and hope-
fully, it'll pave the way for
more queer horror in the
future. Led by Katy O'Bri-
an ("Love Lies Bleeding"),
the film takes place on the
night of a giant warehouse
party in Bushwick. Club
owner Dre (O'Brian) is
scattered in her prepara-
tion for the party, which
makes her warehouse the
prime spot for a zombie
attack. Later that night,
as zombies start blending
into the chaos of the par-
ty, drag queens, club kids
and disco dolls are forced
to join forces and put up
a gnarly fight against the
monsters. Premieres June
26. (Hulu)

(c) 2026 King Features

"Strung" (TV-MA)
-- This latest Peacock orig-
inal film is a psychological
thriller from Blumhouse
Productions, led by Chloe
Bailey ("Fight Night: The
Million Dollar Heist") and
Lynn Whitfield ("Eyes of
Wakanda"). Bailey plays
a violinist named Layla,
who signs on to be a live-
in music tutor for a young
girl from a wealthy family.
Upon meeting the young
girl, Layla is put off by
an odd mask that the girl
carries, as well as an om-
inous air that permeates
the house. On top of this,
the girl's mother, Jasmine
(Coco Jones), becomes in-
creasingly hostile toward
Layla, leaving her to think
that she made a terrible
mistake in taking this job.

campy

Gonsumer Cellular:

OVER 50?
UNLIMITED

FOR JUST
$35/MONTH.

Backed by #1 Network Coverage
and Customer Satisfaction.*

Switch & Save Today.

833-446-1847

cle. Unlimited data plans only urvey
are registered trademarks of the A tisfaction Index LLC.

Lucien Laviscount ("Peo-
ple We Meet on Vacation")
and Anna Diop ("The Man
in My Basement") co-star
in the film, which pre-
mieres on June 26. (Pea-

not happy that the requirement for
manual recounts would not extend to
federal races and that QR codes would
still be used in November.

“I think there’s going to be dissat-
isfaction in the fact that we are still on
the QR codes for the 2026 election,”
said Garland Favorito, cofounder of
VoterGA, a group that has been push-
ing to eradicate the digital codes from
the voting process.

Many Democrats rejected the
premise of a flawed election system,
calling the special session a waste of
time and taxpayer money.

“You just cannot build a healthy
democracy by catering to people who
will just never accept the results of
an election if it does not favor them,”
Rep. Jasmine Clark, D-Lilburn, said
on the House floor before voting
against SB 3EX.

But her GOP colleague, Rep. Rob
Leverett, R-Elberton, noted the
fast-approaching July 1 deadline for
eradicating QR codes. If the General
Assembly failed to pass the measure,
he said, “then we may be hand-count-
ing ballots in 159 counties in the state
of Georgia. That is a high probability.”

In the Senate, only four Democrats
voted for the measure, including Sen.
Josh McLaurin, D-Sandy Springs, his
party’s nominee for lieutenant gover-
nor.

His opponent, Sen. Greg Dolezal,
R-Cumming, voted for passage along
with all the other Republicans pres-
ent.

If Kemp signs SB 3EX, and the tal-
ly in their election is within 0.5%, they
will automatically get a hand recount.
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Local kids raising money
for cancer foundation
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Time,

for Alex Lemonade Stand Childhood Cancer Foundation
selling lemonade to thirsty passersby. Their final day of
fundraising will be June 27 from 10 a.m.to 1 p.m. at 518
Bay Springs Rd in Adrian. The kids are closing out with a
celebration featuring a bounce house, boiled peanuts, pork
skins, baked goods and a story time sharing Alex’s story
and the history of the foundation/SPECIAL PHOTO

Hometown Supply

203 S Jefferson St., Dublin, GA 31021

Appliance Repair

(478) 272-0345

Pond Clearing and

JM Enterprises & More
1 478-234-6632 M\

Land / Lot Clearing

Tree Removal / Clean Up
Privacy / Farm Fencing
Basement Excavation

Restoration Under Brush
Mowing Landscaping

Call For Free Estimate

Building Demolition
Driveway Installation

Grading

Road Building

House Pads

Food Plots Excavation /
Trenching

478-234-6632

Owner/Operator: James G. Moss - Sparta, GA.




The Courier Herald

Thursday, June 25,2026 - 3

Colonel John Laurens: Unsung
hero of the America Revolution

John Laurens was born in Charleston, South Carolina,
in 1755. His ancestors were Huguenots who came from
France around the beginning of the 18th century. John
was sent to London for higher education. The winds of war
with Great Britain began to blow in 1775. His father, Hen-
ry Laurens, was the first President of the Continental Con-
gress. Henry Laurens denied his son's repeated requests to
leave law school at the Temple. John desperately wanted
to return home to join in the fight for freedom from English
tyranny. Laurens could no longer control his yearning for
independence. He made his way back to the colonies by
sailing to France and thence to America aboard neutral
ships.

Laurens yearned for a field colonelcy position on the
staff of George Washington. Much to his dismay, Gen.
Washington appointed him to be his personal secretary.
He was given the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Laurens
participated in the Battle of Brandywine on Sept. 11, 1777.
Washington's forces had hoped to destroy the British at
Germantown, Pennsylvania, on Oct. 3, 1777. The anticipat-
ed victory turned into a defeat, with Col. Laurens being se-
verely wounded. While recovering from his wounds, Lau-
rens spent the bitter winter of 1777-1778 at Valley Forge.
In a letter to his father, he questioned whether or not the
army should winter there and leave the surrounding coun-
tryside to the pillaging of the British. In June of 1778, he
participated in the decisive Battle of Monmouth. It was at
Monmouth where Molly Pitcher became the most famous
woman soldier in American history. The battle was also
important in the relationships between Washington's gen-
erals. General Charles Lee failed to act, causing the loss of
many lives. Col. Laurens recommended to his father, the
President of Congress, that Lee be tried for misconduct.
Lee made insulting remarks about Laurens's best friend,
Alexander Hamilton. Laurens challenged Lee to a duel.
The honor of Laurens and Hamilton was upheld when Lee
was slightly wounded in the fight. Over two decades later,
Hamilton would lose his life in a duel with Aaron Burr.

On Aug. 30, 1778, Laurens took command of a regiment
in the Rhode Island Campaign. Early that morning, Lau-
rens and Livingston launched an attack on the head of the
British column on the road between Butts Hill, Turkey Hill,
and Quaker Hill. Laurens and his men fought gallantly but
were turned back by a superior British force. The com-
manding general, Nathaniel Greene, complimented Lau-
rens on his actions, calling him a "general and a partisan.”

During the second half of 1778, the British launched a

second campaign to capture the Southern Colonies. Savan-
nah fell to the British on Dec. 29, 1778. Laurens was grant-
ed permission to leave Washington's army to defend his
homeland. He took part in the defense against Prevost's
attack on Charleston in May of 1779. On October 9th, 1779,
Gen. Lincoln led an attack on Savannah. His forces were
supported by the French and by Count Casimir Pulaski's
cavalry. The main attack came from the southwestern sec-
tion of Savannah. Pulaski charged toward the British right.
He received a mortal wound. The attack floundered. Lau-
rens, in command of the light infantry, led his South Caro-
linians against the British Springhill redoubt. At the head
of the attack, Laurens moved into the ditch and planted his
flag in the berm. The British relentlessly slaughtered the
Americans in the ditch. Laurens ordered his men to re-
treat. The attempt to recapture Savannah failed. The city
remained in British hands until July 11, 1782, nearly nine
months after the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown.

The Colonial army retreated inland and moved to de-
fend Charleston, the next target of the British. By February,
the British were making demonstrations about Charles-
ton. Laurens wrote to Gen. Washington asking for rein-
forcements. He told Washington that it would be good if
he himself came and rescued the city of Charleston. The
British, with their superior naval power, were too much for
the defenders. The city fell on May 6, 1780. Most of the
Colonials were captured. Col. Laurens was taken prisoner
but was shortly exchanged for a British officer.

Congress realized that in order to defeat the British,
more naval support would be needed. The British had
stopped the French fleet at Newport. Gen. Washington
recommended that Laurens be a special emissary to King
Louis of France. Laurens was described by a 19th-century
historian as "a born courtier and having polished manners,
a figure that would grace the company of kings, and more
over, he spoke French like a Parisian." Laurens, being fear-
less and self-reliant, was known to be a dominating pres-
ence among men. Gen. Lafayette sent a letter to Count de
Vergennes. Lafayette described Laurens as "a man who, by
his integrity, frankness, and patriotism, must be extreme-
ly acceptable to the government." Laurens' mission was to
convince the French to increase their support of the colo-
nies with men, material, and especially money. Lafayette
concluded his letter stating that 10,000 Frenchmen would
be appreciated. By that time, Henry Laurens, the Ambas-
sador to Holland, was held as a prisoner in the tower of
London. John Laurens returned to Boston. His mission

being a success, Laurens reported to Colonial government
that European support was on the increase, and that he had
secured a substantial amount of monetary support.

Col. Laurens once again was assigned to Gen. Wash-
ington's staff. All of the criticism of Washington and his
generals came to an end on Oct. 19, 1781. Lord Cornwallis
and his grand army were captured on the Virginia peninsu-
la at Yorktown. Col. Laurens was appointed to arrange the
terms of the surrender. He was among the first to enter the
British lines as a commissioner to receive the surrender.
The surrender did not end the war. The British were still
in control of Savannah and Charleston. Laurens was sent
to aid Gen. Greene. Laurens got out of his sick bed to lead
a detachment against a British foraging party near Com-
bachee, South Carolina. The day was August 27, 1782. Col.
Laurens, leading the charge against the British, was struck
by a musket ball. He fell mortally wounded. he was only
twenty-seven years old.

The story of Col. John Laurens doesn't dominate the
history books. Historians fail to mention his name among
the heroes of the revolution. His is a story of a young man
who loved his country. His actions in France during the
"dark days" of 1781 directly led to the American victory at
Yorktown and the eventual defeat of the British Army. On
December 10, 1807, the State of Georgia honored Col. Lau-
rens by naming its newest county, Laurens County, in his
honor.

On an odd note, John Laurens, the polar opposite of his
slave trading father, was an abolitionist who pushed to re-
cruit 3,000 black soldiers, who would gain their freedom
after serving in an outfit known as the “Black Regiment.”
The plan was defeated by Georgia and South Carolina.
Only after the Civil War did Kansas begin naming its coun-
ties after abolitionists. So it was our county that was the
first county in the United States to push for limited aboli-
tion of slavery.

DID YOU KNOW ... A POPULAR FAST FOOD CHAIN ONCE SOLD A 'HULA BURGER?'

(1902-1984) as an alterna-
tive menu item for Catholic
customers who traditionally
did not eat meat on Fridays.
Since the Hula burger tast-
ed pretty much the way you
would expect grilled pine-

By JACK BAGLEY
GTLN

Sunday was Father’s
Day, and it got me to think-
ing about my dad, who left
us in 2007.

2023) joined the British dela Effect. (Here’s Ed ...
Labour Exchange when oops.)
she was 16 and learned the a popular media

personality has a strange
clause in her contract? Kim
Kardashian (born 1980)

basics of truck repair. The
education came in handy,
too, as she performed such
duties during World War II.

to make sure that her make-

up, hair and nails are all

perfect. (I have a line here,

but it would close the show.)
Now ... you know!

has what is called a “glam”
clause in her contracts,
which states that if she is
ever in a position where she
cannot communicate or is
unconscious, someone has

Dad was a pretty good
fellow, all things consid-
ered. Like all fathers, he
made a few mistakes while
we kids grew up, but he
made sure of one thing: my
brother and I grew up to be
gentlemen. And my sister
grew up to be a lady.

That was a non-negotia-
ble part of our childhood;
learning to do the right
thing even when nobody
was watching was another.
I have to admit I fall short
on that, as we all do, but
Dad did his best. Happy Fa-
ther’s Day, Dad, wherever
you are.

Now, on to the trivia!

Did you know ...

the oldest known
work of art is on an Indone-
sian island? On the island
of Sulawesi can be found
a human-created work
that dates back more than
44,000 years. The work is
made up of handprints and
figurative depictions of the
hunting of pigs. (I didn’t
say it was worthy of being
shown in the Louvre or any-
thing.)

... the habit of driving
on the left side of the road,
as practiced in the United
Kingdom, dates back to the
1700s? Yes, I know they
didn’t have cars back then.
What they did have, howev-
er, was a practice by which
travelers would keep pass-
ers-by on their right, in case
they were bandits. That
meant the sword hand (usu-
ally the right hand) would
be ready at the draw if need-
ed. This evolved into driv-
ing horses, and later cars,
on the left side of the road.
(Over here in the states, we
had someone riding shot-
gun across from the driver.)

. a popular restaurant
chain once sold a “Hula
burger?” In 1963, McDon-
ald's offered the Hula burg-
er, which had no beef — it
was rather a thick slice of
grilled pineapple, topped
with cheese, on a bun. The
sandwich was created by
company owner Ray Kroc

apple, cheese and bread to
taste, it was not a big seller,
and the other sandwich cre-
ated for the same reason —
the Filet-O-Fish — became
the sales champion. Addi-
tional trivia note: The Filet-
O-Fish was created in 1962
by Lou Groen (1917-2011),
a Cincinnati McDonald's
franchisee. Many reports
indicate Kroc, who initial-
ly hated the idea of a fish
sandwich, carried a grudge
against Groen for the rest
of his life because of the
failure of the Hula burger.
(You might say Kroc had a
real beef with Groen. You
might. Twon't.)

... people once ate arse-
nic to improve their skin?
According to reports, in
the late 19th Century peo-
ple would eat arsenic to get
rid of freckles, pimples and
blackheads. (It did, too.
They went away when the
person died from the poi-
son.)

a British monarch
was also an auto mechanic?
Queen Elizabeth II (1926-

THE

(Her Majesty’s oil changes
must have been great.)

... a popular entertainer
long thought to have been
a spokesman for a particu-
lar million-dollar giveaway
actually wasn't? For de-
cades, people have thought
that they remembered To-
night Show sidekick and
game show host Ed Mec-
Mahon (1923-2009) as the
spokesman for Publishers'
Clearing House, which used
to (and maybe still does)
send out blind mailings to
millions of people offer-
ing them the chance to win
millions of dollars, while
at the same time providing
cut-rate magazine subscrip-
tions. They will swear that
McMahon was in Publish-
ers’ Clearing House com-
mercials and his face was
on the envelopes. Only ...
he wasn't. Yes, McMahon
did lend his talents to such
a giveaway, but it was with
American Family Publish-
ers, not Publishers' Clearing
House. This is cited as a
classic example of the Man-
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Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

We don't knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or
intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair
housing act and we do not accept
advertising that is in violation of

the law. The law prohihits discrimi-

nation hased on color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 6/21/26

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don't et the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-877-553-1109

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.

Georgia

Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065
HOME IMPROVEMENT

SunSetter. America’s Number One
Awning! Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform your deck
or patio info an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as litfle as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-877-
652-0640

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead to
major damage fo your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home’s value!
If you have water in your home that
needs to be dried, call 24/7: 1-877-
625-0433. Have zip code of service
location ready when you calll

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Reliable & experienced.
Competitive rates. From simple
household problems to installing

a brand new electrical system, we
can take care of it alll Call now
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you calll 1-877-
917-6746

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home

estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-877-914-0502

PEST CONTROL: PRQTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

an inspection today! 1-877-236-
3738. Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't waitl Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-877-606-2120

MISCELLANEOUS

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable, social
and stress-free travel designed for
mature travelers. Qur tours include
accommodations, transportation,
haggage handling, sightseeing,
entrance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For

a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-855-548-
2623

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan
modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist, 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over §50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and leam how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free cansultations.
Over 430 positive reviews. Call
866-411-5215

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied henefits? We Can Help!

oS

GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed

and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a

free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children and
preventing ahduction. Accepting
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not May
Qualify for Tax Deduction - Call
(888) 515-3813.

TVIINTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internef!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNQSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
2417 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 42522
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS I8!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenhacker, Prairie State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-877-
5150329
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TELL IT!

CALL 272-0375, EMAIL

CHTELLITEGMAIL.COM, OR

TELL IT! AT

COURIERHERALDTODAY.COM

Teenagers and pre-
teens have nothing to
do now except to get in
trouble and get on drugs.
Why don’t we bring back
the roller rinks or skating
rinks for the children to go
to? Teens can gather, have
snacks and fellowship. We
can change things in the
world, but probably won’t
do it.

The Courier Herald
June 13 edition, men-
tions the IGA account end-
ing balance of $30. It also
lists “new hires” for DCS,
specifically three people
hired as teachers for IGA.
What? Try to make this
make sense. DCS is hiring
teachers for a school that
doesn’t exist and that had
an ending balance of $30.
We either need drug test-
ing or IQ testing or both
for these decision makers.

Can overtime be ap-
proved for the sanitation
department to pick up
yard debris? Navigating
my neighborhood with all
the piles is a challenge and
not safe for children.

Something sure
sounds suspicious when
the board of education in
Dublin wants to take their
money out of the Bank of
Dudley when there was
only $65 in there. Yet, they
want to put it over at (oth-
er) banks where they can
make interest off of tax-
payers money. Why isn't
that a crime?

So you want to com-
plain in the Tell It! about
gun violence in Atlanta.
But yet, you want to grow
like Atlanta, like you don’t
foresee that violence has
been in Dublin for some
time. You want to blame it
on Atlanta instead of your-
self.

A study has shown
that gun laws have no ef-
fect on crime. And the fact
we can carry and go plac-
es with guns has actually
reduced crime. So get off
the gun law kick and get on
the let’s bring the young up
with morals and love and
a family environment that
is what will solve the prob-
lem. The second amend-
ment is a constitutional
right that Democrats hate
and their voters blame for
violence when it is actual-
ly them and their poverty
welfare system that causes
the issue.

Gun laws effect 100
percent of the population
and violate all their sec-

ond amendment rights,
but have no effect on the
one percent that commit
crimes with guns and have
no respect for any law, and
those are the facts.

Would the city of
Dublin consider a speed
enforcement camera sys-
tem? Might I suggest a
camera on Hillcrest, near
Robins Financial Credit
Union.

If memory serves,
Rev. Superintendent Fred
Williams’ wife was the di-
rector of the Irish Gifted
Academy museum at one
time for the Dublin City
Schools. I'm sure there
was no nepotism involved.
But IGA had a museum. It
was apparently extensive
enough that it required a
director. What was that
director’s salary again?
Somebody on the board
will know, they approved
it. Will that substantial
museum be moved to
Moore Street?

I would be great
if The Courier Herald
could start posting our lo-
cal restaurant inspection
scores like they used to
do. I miss those!

Is the new super's
salary made public? Let’s
hope it is more in line with
comparable systems.

I hope the new su-
per is able to make deci-
sions and that board will
be put in its place.

To the new super-
intendent - please don’t
follow advice from the cur-
rent board. No one trust
them. Be transparent and
make decisions for all stu-
dents not just the so called
IB students.

Has Dublin City
checked their student
numbers for IB academy
in August? Because we are
hearing most have left IGA
and going back to county
schools. Why open an IB
school for just a few?

I pray Dr. Holland is
smart enough to see the IB
school is not needed and
that he will take care of the
true Dublin City kids. We
need to start at zero and
build up based on needs.

The 25 candidates
for the superintendent for
Dublin City School, did not
know the reputation that
Dublin City School has.
They must be very hard up
for a job?

TELL IT! GUIDELINES

Have something to say about life in Dublin and Laurens
County? We want to hear it. Tell It is a space for community voic-
es: praise, frustration, questions, and everything in between.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Keep it local. Submissions should focus on issues, people, and
places in Dublin and Laurens County. We are not the right venue
for commentary on national politics or public figures outside our

community.

Be civil. Personal attacks, profanity, and hate speech will not
be published. Criticism is welcome; name-calling is not.

Stick to the facts. Submissions must not contain false state-
ments of fact about identifiable individuals or organizations. We
cannot publish content that is defamatory or exposes the Courier

Herald to legal liability.

The Courier Herald reserves the right to edit submissions for
length and clarity, and to decline any submission at its sole dis-
cretion. Submission does not guarantee publication.

THOUGHT FOR TODAY...

Georgia GOP looks for unity - but on whose terms?

Georgia’s primary elec-
tions are now mercifully
over. There are probably
few people happier than
your local mail -carriers,
who will get a bit of respite
before the printing presses
crank up again.

While the nominees have
quickly turned to branding
their partisan opponents as
what’s wrong for Georgia,
the real game for the next
couple of months is “uniting
the base”. Democrats have
had their top two candi-
dates for a month, showing
a slight advantage in hav-
ing a ticket focused on flip-
ping the state. Republicans
have...a bit of work to do.

It’s arguable to call Rick
Jackson’s runoff victory an
upset, given that spending
by and on behalf of his cam-
paign dwarfed that from the
rest of the field combined.
Yet the reality is that the
MAGA establishment was
solidly behind the candida-
cy of Lieutenant Governor
Burt Jones.

This backing included
the endorsement of Pres-
ident Donald Trump, and
an only slightly veiled en-
dorsement from the Geor-
gia Republican Party. In
February, GA GOP Chair-
man Josh McKoon signed
a letter with Georgia’s two
other Republican National
Committee members waiv-
ing a rule which would have
barred the RNC from en-
gaging in the contested pri-
mary. McKoon told Politico
at the time the letter was “to
remove any barriers” the
RNC to work with President
Trump’s candidate.

The letter sparked quite
a bit of backlash from party
activists who saw their own

By CHARLIE
HARPER

voices and activities dimin-
ished behind the will of a
Washington based estab-
lishment. Where state party
leaders had seen a beach-
head, many of their own
saw an undrained swamp.

Jackson, for his part,
went out of his way not only
not to offend MAGA voters,
but to welcome them as part
of his coalition. His message
is, after all, one that reso-
nates with those who con-
sider themselves outsiders
and who vote against “the
establishment”.

Lost on too many of the
party’s current leaders is
that they, now, are the es-
tablishment. Many of the
same folks who used an-
ti-establishment  rhetoric
and actions along the way
to their current positions
of importance are now
shocked to learn that “the
base” still doesn’t like the

establishment, especially
when they do establishment
things.

This is a fundamental
paradox of the modern Re-
publican Party. With major-
ities come responsibilities.
Those elected to govern
must actually make the
hard choices of governing. A
party that fails to do so will
be replaced by one that will.

Yet many within the Re-
publican base have inter-
nalized the old line from
Grover Norquist that he
wants a government small
enough so that it can fit in
a bathtub...so he can drown

it. Norquist was speaking of
the Federal Government,
but many within the GOP
see government at all levels
as disposable, while some-
how still demanding the
menu of services they deem
important.

The GA GOP is now led
mostly by the former an-
ti-establishment crowd.
They’ve won.

The message of those
who still attend the party
functions is still too often
aimed at “holding elected
officials accountable” in-
stead of winning elections.
Several prominent Georgia
Republican Party officials
ran for their current seats
after losing contests at the
ballot box. Only in an insu-
lar club would those reject-
ed by voters claim it is their
job to hold those who re-
ceived the majority of both
Republicans and general
election voters accountable.

For those unaware of
how one becomes an offi-
cer in the Georgia GOP, it
requires going through a
convention process which
consumes four Saturdays
of in-person attendance at
county, district, and state
meetings. Activists have
long figured out that reduc-
ing the number of attendees
is the path to victory, and
make these events as un-
pleasant and drawn out as
possible.

Most voters neither
have the time nor willing-
ness to put up with these
games, nor the shenani-
gans of those participating
in them. The result over the
past three decades has been
smaller and smaller crowds
at these events.

Candidates grouse pri-

vately that party meetings
take up a huge amount of
time where most attendees
are other candidates and few
voters, with those attending
mostly having already made
up their minds. None wish
to alienate the vocal groups,
yet understand they need to
reach far outside these cir-
cles to reach the voters who
will actually elect them.

Which brings us to a ro-
deo held as a unity event by
the Georgia GOP in Perry
this past weekend. It was, in
fact, their first rodeo, and it
showed.

Advance staffers know
one of the first rules when
choosing a venue is that it
needs to be slightly smaller
than the anticipated crowd.
The pictures coming out of
the event, with more candi-
dates on stage than stand-
ing before it or in the seats
within frame, were best de-
scribed by one GOP insider
as “brutal”.

In addition to the miss-
ing activists was the GOP’s
nominee for Governor.
Rick Jackson did not feel
the need to kiss the rings of
those who played king mak-
er for someone else.

There’s also some No-
vember calculus in play
here. Unlike the current
leadership of the Georgia
GOP, actual Republican
voters have been known to
split with President Trump
and MAGA from time to
time, especially when the is-
sues are state or local.

“Unity” is a nice buzz-
word. It doesn’t always
solve the calculus needed to
get 50% plus one vote from
a fractured and disparate
electorate.

There is nothlng new with political mud slinging

You may be amused as
most seem to be about the
attack ads in the recent gu-
bernatorial race in Georgia,
but if you delve back into
political history, you realize
that the axiom that there is
nothing new under the sun
holds true.

Perhaps, there never
has been a campaign as in-
tensely bitter as the race for
governor in 1906 between
Hoke Smith, publisher of
the Atlanta Journal, and
Clark Howell, editor of the
Atlanta Constitution.

Believe it or not, the can-
didates advocated the dis-
enfranchisement of Blacks
in their campaigns. Each
campaigned intensely to
disallow Blacks the right to
vote.

I can remember the fif-
ties and sixties when the
issue had to do with school
integration. Those cer-
tainly were not memorable
times for our state.

As bad as it was, Georgia
ultimately seemed to fare
better than other Southern
states.

There were some excep-
tions, however. Because
Carl Sanders had played
quarterback for the Univer-
sity of Geogia, I got to know
him when he was a state
senator from Augusta, his
hometown.

After he lost to Jimmy
Carter in 1970 to return to
head of the state, he spent
the rest of his professional
life heading up a law firm
and investing in business,
becoming ultra successful.

His office was located at
the corner of North Avenue
and Peachtree Street, and I
often stopped by to see him.
He was always eager to talk
about Georgia football and

By LORAN
SMITH

other interesting subjects.

He was proud of several
initiatives that took place
when he was governor, the
main one being that during
his term of office 40 cents of
every tax dollar was spent
on education.

Something else he was
also very proud of was help-
ing smaller towns across
the state to build airports.
Many out of state corpora-
tions that considered bring-
ing business to the state ob-
jected to flying into Atlanta
and then drive 2-3 hours to
where their business was lo-
cated.

Of course, he reminisced
about the political scene,
which I enjoyed very much.
He recalled a scene involv-
ing his opponent in the
1962 election—Marvin Grif-
fin and how political oppo-
nents can maintain civility.

It was the first statewide
race following the Supreme
Court decision in 1963 to
strike down the County Unit
System of voting. The best
example of how unfair the
statue came when James V.
Carmichael won the state-
wide popular vote but lost

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...

"If it weren't for the rocks in its bed, the stream would have no

song."

- Carl Perkins

DAILY SCRIPTURE...

"For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an

eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on

what is seen but on what is unseen, since what is seen is tempo-
rary, but what is unseen is eternal."

- 2 Corinthians 4:17-18

June 25,2026 is...

+ National Work From Home Day
+ National Handshake Day

+ National Bomb Pop Day

+ Please Take My Children to Work Day

« Color TV Day

+ National Strawberry Parfait Day
+ Global Beatles Day

+ National Catfish Day

+ World Vitiligo Day

« Day of the Seafarer

the 1946 election to Gene
Talmadge. Carmichael re-
ceived 313, 389 (45.3%)
popular votes to 297,245
(43 %) to Talmadge. ‘Ol
Gene became governor,
thanks to the county unit
vote.

Sanders was the first
statewide winner following
the Supreme Court deci-
sion. Griffin was a colorful
character who noted fol-
lowing his loss that a lot of
people ate his barbecue but
voted for somebody else.

Sanders, in one of our
conversations, recalled a
scene at the upscale Clois-
ter at Sea Island on the eve
of a Georgia-Florida game.
The place was packed. San-
drers, as Georgia’s chief ex-
ecutive, was hosting some
VIP guests whom he was
cultivating to do business
with the state.

As the evening moved
forward, he saw that Marvin
Griffin, former governor,
and his wife showed up and

obviously asked for a table.
He saw the

the hostess vigorously
shaking her head negative-
ly. Sanders knew she was
telling the former governor
that they could not seat any-
more diners.

Saners got up, went over
and invited the Griffins to
join his table. In a matter of
minutes, Griffin, one of the
great raconteurs in history
of our state, had the gover-
nor’s guests in stitches.

It was a laugh, a min-
ute storytelling, prompt-
ing Sanders’ guests to later
ask this question. “How in
the world did you defeat a
fellow like that?” Which
prompts a question that
a lot of us have, why does
negative campaigning hold
sway?

Mark Twain once said,
“Why waste your money
looking up your family tree?
Just go into politics and
your opponent will do it for
you.”

The Courier Herald

LOCAL
MATTERS

GET IN
TOUCH

COURIERHERALDTODAY.COM
Phone: (478) 272-5522 - Fax:(478) 272-2189
115 S. Jefferson St., Dublin, GA 31021-5146

Office hours are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays

News: tchnewsreporter@gmail.com
Subscription: courtney@courierheraldtoday.com
Advertising: advertisingtch@gmail.com

Sports: tchsports77@gmail.com

Obituaries: tchobits77@gmail.com

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Periodicals Postage Paid at Dublin, Georgia
(USPS 161-860) - Published Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
POSTMASTER: Send address change to:
The Courier Herald, 115 South Jefferson Street, Dublin, GA 31021

Print: $12.50/month
Digital: $10.50/month

GEORGIA TRUST

—— for Local News —

DuBose Porter/PUBLISHER EMERITUS
Pam Burney/GENERAL MANAGER
Courtney Vessell/CIRCULATION MANAGER

This newspaper is committed to the idea that the press should tell the truth
without prejudice and spread knowledge without malicious intent.




The Courier Herald

Thursday, June 25,2026 -5

Dublin Police
Department

- Robert Charles Scott, 38, was
charged with disorderly conduct
on Hudson Street around 8:50
p-m. on May 29.

An officer responded to the
location in reference to a motor
vehicle accident. During the in-
vestigation, an officer saw Scott
arrive at the scene. Shortly after
his arrival, Scott became involved
in a physical altercation with the
driver of the other vehicle. It was
reported that verbal threats were
exchanged prior to the physical
confrontation.

Officers immediately inter-
vened and made contact with both
individuals. Both were detained
and transported to the police de-
partment for fingerprint process-
ing. The officer reviewed the dash
camera footage from a patrol vehi-
cle. The footage appeared to show
the driver of the other vehicle at-
tempting to avoid contact with
Scott. The video further showed
Scott aggressively grabbing the
driver of the second vehicle by
the jacket, which escalated the
encounter into a physical alterca-
tion.

The driver of the second vehi-

COMMUNITY NEWS

cle did not want to pursue charges
against Scott. He was later re-
leased from the police department
on the citation.

- Around 4:55 p.m. on May 31,
an officer went to King Edward
Drive in reference to a report of
an individual damaging property
inside the residence.

Upon arrival, the officer met
with Roshanda Latrell Walker
King, 30, who said her aunt had
been taking her money and food
stamps. She was unable to provide
any additional details regarding
the incident that occurred inside
the house.

The officer met with the com-
plainant who said Walker had re-
cently returned from a store, when
King began yelling and using pro-
fane language toward her without
apparent provocation. King later
went into the dining room area,
slammed a door and struck the
wall beside the dining room door
with her fist, causing a hole in the
wall.

Dispatch  advised officers
that King had an active warrant
through the Navicent Police De-
partment. Dispatch further ad-
vised that the originating agency
was unable to take custody of the

POLICE BEAT...

woman. The officer transported
King to the Bibb County Sheriff’s
Office and released her into their
custody.

- Eric Wise, 45, was charged
with pedestrian under the influ-
ence at the intersection of Palmer
Street and Telfair Street around
8:02 p.m. on June 6.

Officers responded to the loca-
tion in reference to a person with
a weapon yelling at vehicles by the
railroad tracks. An officer met with
Wise who initially did not identify
himself. He met the description of
the person given by dispatch.

Wise showed signs of intoxica-
tion, including struggling to bal-
ance, bloodshot and watery eyes,
and a strong odor of alcohol com-
ing from his person. Several alco-
holic containers were found in his
immediate area.

Wise, who was sitting in a
chair, was detained and frisked for

weapons, but none were found on
his person. In his immediate reach
was a pipe that was found hidden
in a tree that would fit the pro-
file of a handgun. The officer ran
Wise’s information through GCIC
and was notified of an active war-
rant with the police department
and other counties.

Wise was transported to the
county jail.

Laurens County
Sheriff’s Office
- On June 1, around 10:47 a.m.,
a deputy was dispatched to the
westbound rest area in reference
to vehicle damage that happened
on I-16 near mile post 55. The
deputy observed a blue Mustang
parked with a woman standing in
front of it.
- Around 4:40 p.m. on May 31,
a deputy met with a man at the
sheriff’s office in reference to a de-

posit account fraud case.

- A deputy responded to the
sheriff’s office to meet with a com-
plainant about an incident that
happened on Carolyn Avenue
around noon on May 29.

- Henry Braddy, 37, of Dublin,
was charged with criminal tres-
pass on John Lowery Road around
10:20 p.m. on May 28.

- A tag was lost on Ernest Stin-
son Road around 11:04 a.m. on
June 7.

- A deputy responded to U.S.
Highway 441 North in reference
to shot fired around 4:30 p.m. on
June 6.

Editor's note: This informa-
tion is public record and was tak-
en from reports of local law en-
forcement agencies. These reports
do not reflect guilt or innocence.
An "arrest" does not always in-
dicate incarceration. Readers
are cautioned that people may
have similar names. Police Beat
does not identify minor children,
victims of sexual assault, suicide
attempts or medical conditions.
Cases dismissed do not appear if
the newspaper is notified before
deadline.

Radio host Martha Zoller dies

ious national broadcasts

By TY TAGAMI the Legislature’s special
Capitol Beat News Service session.
. Burns said she had suf-
AT A — Georgia fered from heart condi-
radio host and state school tions
board member Martha The Atlanta  Jour-

Zoller died Monday, House
Speaker Jon Burns, R-New-
ington, said in a speech on
the House floor.

“We lost a great Geor-
gian today: Someone who
was a great conservative,
but she was also a friend to
all Georgians,” Burns said

nal-Constitution reported
last week that Zoller was
leaving her daily talk show
on Gainesville news/talk
station 102.9/550 WDUN
on June 26 due to what she
described as a “stress-relat-
ed heart attack.”

Zoller appeared on var-

and also made a name in
politics, running for Con-
gress in 2012.

She lost the Republican
primary runoff for U.S.
House that year to Doug
Collins in northeast Geor-
gia, a seat now held by Rep.
Andrew Clyde, also a Re-
publican.

In 2019, Gov. Brian
Kemp, a Republican, ap-
pointed Zoller to a three-
year term on the State

Monday afternoon during

Local 7-day Forecast:

The next 48 hours:
THURSDAY:

) 92°

THURSDAY NIGHT:
Clear to partly cloudy.

Board of Nursing Home
Administrators. The next
year, Kemp appointed
Zoller to the state Board of
Education, a position she
still held Monday.

She earned
across party lines.

“Martha was a respected
stalwart of Georgia’s civ-
ic community, an accom-
plished broadcaster, and a
formidable activist,” U.S.
Sen. Jon Ossoff said in a
statement Monday.

Burns said Zoller was a
direct but kind, straight-
forward and trustworthy
interviewer on her radio
show.

“Georgia has lost a lead-
er in the communications
business and the business
of life,” he said.

NEWS DIGEST

respect

Intervals of sun and clouds.

Sunrise: 6:26 a.m.

Retired Educators hold meeting

Georgia Retired Educators Association Unit 11 Executive Board and members from each of
the 4 Local Units met on Tuesday, June 16, 2026. Area 11 Director Carol Roe facilitated the
Officer Planning meeting. Hancock County Unit President Annie Ingram and HC members
served as hostesses for the meeting. In addition to Hancock County, other

attending Unit Presidents and members were: Margaret Hightower, Johnson County;
Robyn Bridges, Laurens Dublin; Lillie Spikes, Washington County/SPECIAL PHOTO

Sunset: 8:43 p.m.

41, FRIDAY:
- - (o)

FRIDAY NIGHT:
Partly cloudy and humid.

Partly sunny and humid.

Sunrise: 6:26 a.m.

Claxton
receives __ e
honor |00 00|
from Carl || = || o || || ||

HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW

Sunset: 8:43 p.m.

THE TOWN OF CADWELL is have
its next council meeting on
Monday

July 13,2026 at 7 p.m. at the Cad-
well Town Hall. The agenda:

Call Meeting To order

o 92/ 94/ 95/ 94/ 92/ -Invocation
I n S O n Partly sunny and Mostly sunny and Humid with times Variable clouds Plenty of -Approval Of minutes
humid; watch for humid. of clouds. with a couple of sunshine. . .
astrong storm or storms. -Approval Of financial statement
two or three ... .
VA -0ld business
Sunrise: 6:26 a.m. Sunrise: 6:27 a.m. Sunrise: 6:27 a.m. Sunrise: 6:27 a.m. Sunrise: 6:28 a.m. .
Sunset: 843 Sﬁ Sunset: 843 Sﬁ Sunset: 8:43 ;r'n" Sunset: 8443 :: Sunset: 843 ::T -New business
R -Comments
River levels... -Acknowledge visitors
e n te r Oconee (at Dublin) 48 Adi
Ocmulgee (at Macon) 7' Journ

The John Laurens Chapter of DAR met June 6, 2026 at the
Moore Station Village Clubhouse for an end of year
luncheon. During the luncheon Cherry Ramage Smith
presented Mrs Harriett Jones Claxton a plaque awarded
by the Veterans Administration in appreciation for the 55
years of her volunteer service at the Carl Vinson campus.
Mrs. Claxton served as Representative from the re-organi-
zation of the chapter in February 1969 until her retirement
in March 2026. Cherry Smith, who had served as her deputy
now serves as the representative. Present for the award
presentation was her daughter, Joanie/SPECIAL PHOTO

SUITES BY HILTON [

www.hilton.com
105 Travel Center Blvd., Dublin, GA 31021

478-205-5464
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Middle Georgia veterans charge into Tampa
to compete in next week's Golden Age Games

By FRANK G. JORDAN

Carl Vinson VA Communications Director

Later this month, veterans aged 55 and
older from across the country will arrive
in Tampa to participate in the National
Veterans Golden Age Games, an annual
multi-sport competition hosted by the
Department of Veterans Affairs for older
veterans.

Middle Georgia area veterans Dr.
Kathleen McGowan, Navy; Robert Wells,
Army; Toney Lattimore, Army; Grif-
fin Bonner, Army; Nathaniel Foreman,
Army, Army National Guard, and Coast
Guard Reserve; Keith Walker, Marine
Corps; Joann Dickson-Smith, Navy; Ed-
win Blitch, Army; Sabrina Thorpe, Army;
and Stanley Ferguson, Army will partici-
pate in the games, June 27—July 2.

The five-day event, with its focus on
“Fitness for Life”, offers competitors the
opportunity to showcase their talents
through events such as basketball, golf
and several other sports activities.

nation’s veterans to stay
active, stay motivated and
stay connected," said Brit-
tany Hook, Director of the
National Veterans Golden
Age Games. “Each event
celebrates our veterans’
commitment to wellness
and shows how the pursuit
of physical activity can lead
to stronger health, greater
independence and a higher
quality of life.”

The first Golden Age
Games was held in 1985.
For nearly four decades, the
event has encouraged older
Veterans to pursue phys-
ical activity through com-

petitive sports for positive
outcomes and better health
and wellness. World-class
instructors and recreation
therapists help Veterans
experience the full potential of rehabil-

Local veterans compete at the Golden Age Games in
years past. Twelve are set to represent Middle Georgia at
another edition next week in Tampa/FILE

Facebook and search #goldenagegames.

Over 1,000 veterans from across the
country are expected to participate and
will be supported by around 1,300 volun-

teers and sponsors.

"The Golden Age Games inspire our

itation and sports medicine as a tool for
improved health and well-being.

To view content from the event, fol-
low @Sports4Vets on X, Instagram, and

B-roll video and photos will be available
during the event at https://department.
va.gov/veteran-sports/national-veter-
ans-golden-age-games)/.

Summertime in Europe is the peak of sports fandom...

With the recent conclu-
sion of the French Tennis
Open, the second grand-
slam tournament of the sea-
son, it is a reminder of how
arresting the sports scene is
in June and July in Europe.

In just a few days, Wim-
bledon will begin. The an-
cillary options that accom-
pany these two events in the
incomparable atmosphere
of Paris and London this
time of the year are un-
equaled. Sporting aficiona-
dos can absorb the effects of
cultural smorgasbord that is
as fulfilling as the electricity
of the competition itself.

The clay courts of Roland
Garos and the ryegrass at
Wimbledon are as much of
a contrast as the cuisine, but
the competition is as keen as
you will find anywhere for a
major sporting event.

I have always been smit-
ten by the fulfillment of
walking the streets of Paris
and London. The atmo-
sphere is becoming and the
environment brings about
contentment that is an elix-
ir for the soul. None of the
foregoing considers the
great restaurants, the mu-

wines of France.

Then there are the oth-
er events—which merit the
appraisal of “sensational”’—
headlined by the Tour de
France, which seems to go
on forever. There is the run-
ning of the bulls at Pamplo-
na, the Henley Regatta, and
the oldest golf tournament
in the world, the British
Open. They say Open and
consider it high treason to
suggest otherwise.

Every venue, every cir-
cumstance connects with
a piece of history, which
sometimes requires a Goo-
gle search or reaching for
a reference book—which
brings about enlightenment
that makes you appreciate
authors, poets and artists.

A summer in Europe and
its varied and consequen-
tial exposures are enough
to qualify one for a full aca-
demic year. Perhaps more.
Those experiences are worth
more than being born into
wealth and privilege.

A person who does not
have access to fortunes, but
through enterprise can col-
lect experiences which are
far more appreciated and

and not worrying about the
balance.

The first time at Roland
Garros is unforgettable.
First, there is something ex-
traordinary about Paris in
the spring. The flowers, the
art, the accordion music and
life along the Seine.

The Seine has great ap-
peal for those who want to
journey to its beginnings
Northwest of Dijon. Itis not
a long river compared to the
Danube, but if you take a trip
on the river to the north, you
can ease along leisurely and
stop at the most charming
river towns in France, opt
for bed and breakfasts along
the way, and you couldn’t

ly fulfilled.

After breakfast, find a
wine shop and stock up
for the day—and do it over
again. I'd rather do that
than spend $10,000 on a
cruise ship where everything
is overpriced, overcrowded
and often underwhelming.

The little towns through-
out Europe offer an ambi-
ence that will rest gently on
your mind for days on end
when you return home and
the grind starts up again.

Those indelible side trips
and alternate agendas are
even more compelling when
the world-class competition
has concluded. To be able to
do both makes for the great-

Then there are those so-
journs to the countrysides,
the farms, the endless fields
of robust sunflowers if you
choose to stay off the motor-
ways and let yourself mingle
with the everyday people
who are as hospitable and
agreeable as you would find
in Cordele, Tifton, Way-
cross, Omega, and Chitlin
Switch.

There are countless post
card towns and villages on
the Elbe River in Germany,
the vineyards of France, and
the tulips and windmills of
the Netherlands. You can
visit General Patton’s grave
in Luxembourg and you can
take boat trips on the Rhine
and Danube rivers.

Visiting the sporting ven-
ues that make a European
vacation especial, and you
can enjoy a lot more than the
competition. The museums,
the local tours, and getting
the flavor of the country in
addition to seeing the best
in tennis, golf and cycling.

The international flavor
of the competition at Roland
Garros, Wimbledon and the
Open is unique although all
major sports competition

and performers who hail
from across the globe.

Roger Federer, Steffi
Graff, Martina Navratilova
and Jean-Claude Killy are
among the superstars who
became household names
the world over. Certainly, in
the U.S.

You notice there is no
mention of bullfighters in
the foregoing. I loved the
experience of running with
the bulls at Pamplona, but
once or twice is enough.

While it is not fixed, bull
fighting is a custom where
the bull has no chance. In
Spain an average of 1-2 mat-
adors is fatally wounded
each year while more than
180,000 bulls, some esti-
mates suggest 250,000, die
where bull fighting is prac-
ticed.

There are plenty of op-
tions for sports throughout
Europe without going to
Pamplona and taking in a
bullfight in the afternoon
following the running of the
bulls in the morning where
participants seldom lose
their lives. Only 16 have
died over the years which is
less than what you have in

seums of both cities and the

fulfilling than writing checks

possibly be more emotional-

est of daily doubles.

today showcases

players

soccer.

East Laurens Cheer celebrates award winners at 2025-26 banquet

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER HERALD

East Laurens Cheer submission

East Laurens High School
Cheer recently held its 2025-26
end-of-season banquet.

Honorees included the follow-
ing...

Lettering and participa-
tion: Monica Edwards, Paris Ed-
wards, Brooklyn Foskey, Lindsey
Johnson, Cali Porter, Maurika Ed-
wards, Chasity Foreman, Carmen
Green, Madison Necci, Tytiuna
Page, Jaycee Powell, Anna Beth
Bryan, Lauryn Ellington, Cam-
den Evans, Ariana Pierce, Sky-
lar Spivey, Lillian Davis, Jordan
Givens, Quentavia Allen, Takeiya
Blue, Sophie McDonald, Andrea
Wright, Jaimere Devoe, Jameylyn
Bass, Maci Odum, Olivea Jackson,
Za'Kayla Harvard, Lyla Tanner,
Ta'Kyleh Green, Ta'Nylah Green,
Kimora Dudley, Ninya McClendon
and Za'Kiyah King

Honor roll: Amaya Salter,
Jameylyn Bass, Maci Odum, Ol-
ivea Jackson, Za'Kayla Harvard,
Brooklyn Foskey, Lyla Tanner,
Lindsey Johnson, Monica Ed-
wards, Paris Edwards, Skylar
Spivey, Carmen Green, Chasity
Foreman, Jaycee Powell, Jordan
Givens, Lillian Davis, Madison
Necci, Maurika Edwards, Tytiuna
Page, Anna Beth Bryan, Camden
Evans, Kimora Dudley, Lauryn El-
lington, Quentavia Allen, Sophie
McDonald and Takeiya Blue.

Highest average:
 Freshman: Olivea Jackson
 Sophomore: Lindsey Johnson
« Junior: Chasity Foreman
« Senior: Sophie McDonald
« Overall: Jaycee Powell

Football Cheer Awards:
» Most Spirited ~ Takeiya Blue
e Most Dedicated ~ Madison Nec-
ci & Lauryn Ellington

» Most Improved ~ Cali Porter

» Rookie of the Year ~ Jameylyn
Bass

« Most Valuable Cheerleader ~ Ar-
iana Pierce

» Coaches Award ~ Jordan Givens
« Falcon Award ~ Anna Beth Bryan
& Sophie McDonald

Basketball Cheer Awards:
« Most Spirited ~ Olivea Jackson
and Jaimere Devoe (JV)
» Most Dedicated ~ Camden Evans
and Maci Odum (JV) and Amaya
Salter (JV)
» Most Improved ~ Kimora Dudley
and Ta'Nylah Green (JV)
« Outstanding Jumpers ~ Maurika
Edwards, Tytiuna Page, Carmen
Green, Ariana Pierce, Monica Ed-
wards, Olivea Jackson, Za'Kiyah
King, Za'Kayla Harvard
« Rookie of the Year ~ Olivea Jack-
son & Amaya Salter (JV)
o Most Valuable Cheerleader ~
Carmen Green

« Coaches Award ~ Ariana Pierce

» Falcon Award ~ Takeiya Blue &
Maci Odum(JV)

« Precision in Motion ~ Quentavia
Allen

e Golden Heart Awards (Basket-
ball) ~ Olivea Jackson and Za'Kay-
la Harvard

Competition Cheer Awards:
» Most Dedicated ~ Carmen Green
» Most Spirited ~ Lindsey Johnson
» Most Improved ~ Cali Porter
« Rookie of the Year ~ Lyla Tanner
« Best Tumbler ~ Skylar Spivey
« Best Stunt Group ~ Ariana Pierce,
Maurika Edwards, Jaycee Powell,
Za'Kayla Harvard, Tytiuna Page,
Jaimere Deve
» Most Valuable Cheerleader ~
Za'Kayla Harvard
« Coaches Award ~ Jaycee Powell
« Falcon Award ~ Lauryn Ellington

Special Awards:
« Triple-A (Awesome Attitude

Award): Lillian Davis, Madison
Necci, Andrea Wright and Chasity
Foreman

e Great Helper Award ~ Amya
Wicker

« Teammate of the Year (Voted on
by team members): Takeyia Blue
(football); Lauryn Ellington (com-
petition); Ariana Pierce (basket-
ball)

Senior Recognition:
« Lauryn Ellington ~ Four years
competition & football
« Ariana Pierce ~ Four years com-
petition, football and basketball
« Camden Evans ~ Four years foot-
ball & basketball
« Anna Beth Bryan ~ Four years
football
 Sophie McDonald ~ Four years
football
» Takeiya Blue ~ Four years foot-
ball
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rearrange the hoxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

Unlock the power of chess to find the
eight-letter word of the day. Choose
your starting letter carefully, then move

Force
SUDERS
Grasp
RENAL
Increase
AIRES

Slew

ADMIYR

“It’s not the doctor bills that worry me, TODAY’S WORD

it's the thought of having three

92026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All ights reserved,

daughters.”

around the square in a one by two
fashion to get to the next letter. Weekly SU DO KU Urushiol oil
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Super Crossword FILLED FOOD ), —
ACROSS 48 Chilly tourist 91 Feels il 3 Way to mark 44 Wine valley 88 Fail to C’_J-
1 “Thank U, lodge 92 Hip-hop band losses of California 90 Agile
Next” singer 53 New Mexico 94 Thaw after 4 Fourth mo. 45 Brief audio 91 City in lowa
Grande art mecca winter 5TV ratings file 93 Half of bi- \—
7 Yachts, e.g. 54 Old New 96 Roadhouse name 46 All the rage 94 Sink down
12 Keto dieter's York theater 97 Writer Wilde 6 Chlumsky of 47 Midterm, e.g. 95 Hired
nutrient 55 Whirled 100 “Fancy that!” “Veep” 48 “500" race Japanese
calculation 58 To a greater 101 Pilot's 7 Musical Mars 49 Mine vehicle hostesses
20 Right-rear extent heading 8"— Gang” 50 Prevaricates 97 Yoko of
bowling 59 Phased-out indicator 9 Filmmaker 51 Genesis “Two Virgins”
target cartoon 108 Newton Lee twin 98 Taco toppers
21 Like Viking storekeeper who was 10 —del Fuego 52 Bausch & — 99 Split with an
script 60 Greek knighted 11 TV part 55 Cheap ax, say
22 Call to cheese 112 Met solo 12 Center cigars 101 Actor Matt ‘ ¢ \
have food 61 Easels, e.g. 113 Fishing rod points 56 St. Patrick's 102 Actress %
delivered 63 Susa's 114 $5 bills, 13 Pravious to Day event Ryan
23 Chief justice ancient land slangily 14 NFL goals 57 “l give up!” 103 Small
before 64 Take care of 116 H.S. lab class 15 OK grade 60 Absconded brooks
William 66 Bikers' 117 “The Velvet 16 Bow go-with 61 — Artois 104 Absorb \ I
Rehnquist association Fog” 17 Turbine part 62 — -fi flick the loss, \
25 Runaway 70 Tunes for two 121 Its menu 18 — Visia, 65 — it out in slang
26 Fruity drink 72 Permissible might include Mexico (fighting) 105 Opinion
27 Reclined 73 Tiny bits the ends 19 Purse piece 67 Mary-Kate of pieces
28 Actress 74 Curveball that of seven 24 Pen brand “Beastly” 106 Lou who
Russo breaks over answers in 29 U.S. intel org. 68 Latching, e.g. won three
30 Chaplin of the plate at this puzzle 32 Musical work 69 LGA info Grammys /
“Game of the very last 125 Web pop-up, 34 Like swamps 71 Fa-lalinkup 107 Japanese
Thrones” second e.g. 35 Gp. in the 74 Aaron in sash
31 Makeovers 78 Wine vessel 126 Be of help to Arab League “Hamilton” 109 Hate
33 Application 81 Wrinkly 127 King of pop 36 Quadrennial 75 Water, in 110 Garlic mayo
to improve tangelo 128 Salted-away games org. Chihuahua 111 Makes do
blood flow 82 “Joan of sums of 37 City near 76 Get in return 115 Danish shoe
39 Stew legume Arc” actress money Provo 77 Mimic a lion brand
41 Glazer of Sobieski 129 Mails in, e.g. 3B NYC area 79 Descended 118 Undivided
“Broad City” 83 Acorn trees 130 Isis’ brother near the 80 Toward 119 Rule,
42 Gold, in Italy 85 Grassy tract Village dawn informally
43 Person 86 Wrecked DOWN 40 Go along 84 Actress 120 'Zine
not getting 89 Santa — 1 In combat with Nicole — 122 Delhi bread ﬂ; Wa
deserved (some winds) 2 Novelist 43 37-Down’s Parker 123 Carried out 2026 King Foatures Syndicats, Inc. S
acclaim 90 Agra dress Charles state 87 Funny Idle 124 — Lanka
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CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think thal X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: K equals L

VITFAVX L YEHI KGVXTO

EBTVPAK BG HEB L KLOXT

IEVC GS YTLB, L YLV FTHKLOTF

“CVAST'P BGG PIGOB."

\ 22026 King Featuras Synd., Inc, _/

wyTerry Stickels

What is the last number in this logical
number sequence?

EJPUAS BB Buly OR05

45 99 198 1089 10890 20691 _?7_

2026 King Features Syndicata
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The idea of Go Figure is to arrive -
at the figures given at the bottom

and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith- + . + . +
- X

metic sighs in the order they are
given {that is, from left to right

and top to bottom). Use only the + o
numbers below the diagram to :
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complets its blank squares and
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" CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error,

Clue: § equals F

Al

GEORGIA

BLOOD \AND CANCER

VXYCO YS SYDUM PEY

KYAODZJZDH MCOOYXJ Vseoi
tecing,

together

be“%s

(478) 353-5700 | 207 Fairview Park Drive, Dublin, Georgia 31021

PGMKYIMGI'M OXY SYYJLQDD

JZQA: JEZ VXZZI LQH LQKUZXM.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Egyptian bull-god
5. A young canine

8. Cologne

11. Fictional British P.I.

38. Defunct European currency
41. Small American songbird
43. One from L.A.

45. After tenth

13. Midway between northeast and east ~ 47. Hillside

14. A place to shop

15. Minneapolis suburb

16. Single lens reflex

17. NY Mets great Tommie
18. Informal loan clubs

20. Habitual twitching

21. Holm oak

22. Willing to consent or submit
25. In an early way

30. Made possible

31. Language in Ghana

32. Relating to one’s birth
33. Deep-bodied fishes

CLUES DOWN

1. Bridge building degree

2. Expression of sorrow or pity
3. Large, stocky lizard

4. Turkish leader title

5. Nag

6. Blank

7. Closely woven cotton fabric
8. A nice shot in golf

9. Away from wind

10. Evergreen shrub genus

12. Large African antelope

14. Something you receive

19. Satisfy
23. Wet dirt
24. No longer here
25. Writing utensil
26. Ribonucleic acid
27. Consume food
28. Licensed for Wall Street
29. Alternative forms of a gene

49. Red deer

50. Partner to “oohed”

55. Indian musical pattern

56. Israeli city _ Aviv

57. Golden peas plant

59. Breezed through

60. Midway between east and
southeast

61. Frameworks

62. Danish krone

63. Fall back

64. Influential Korean leader

34. Buddy

35. We all do it

36. Chicken

37. No seats available

39. Yearned to possess

40. Ineffectual

41. Explosive

42. Turkish title

44. Worn near the foot

45. Impatient

46. Set an example for others

47. Actor Pitt

48. Instrument of torture

51. Swiss river

52. Grayish white

53. A way to print

54. Storied college hoops program

58. Midway between south and
southeast

Z
0
|—
.
=
Q
7p]
L
—
N
N
2
(a

Inivia
t€St by

Rodriguez

[. LITERATURE: What is the name
of the dragon in “The Hobbit™?

2. MOVIES: Which holiday is being
celebrated at the end of “When Harry
Met Sally™?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which country is
home to the famous Angkor Wat Tem-
ple?

4, HISTORY: In which year did the
Internet become available to the pub-
lic?

5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
Which wrestler is known by the nick-
name “The Rock™?

6. LANGUAGE: Whats cryptopha-
sial

1. TELEVISION: In which state was
the sitcom “Newhart” set

8. MATH: How many sides does a
fionagon have?

9, MUSIC: Which singer/songwriter
wrote the soundirack for the animated
movie “Tarzan”!

0. FOOD & DRINK: What i the
essential spice in paella’

Answers

[ Smaug,

2. New Year's Eve.
3. Cambodia.
4,193,

5. Dwayne Johnson,
6. A unigue language developed
between twins,

7. Vermont,

§. Nine.

9, Phil Collns.

10, Saffron.

02025 King Features Synd,, Inc.

Thursday, June 25,2026 - 9

— King Crossword —

Answers
Solution time: 25 mins.
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ANSWERS, PAGE 7
__ Weekly SUDOKU __
solution
1. Duress; 2. Learn 1141978 2]5/3|6
3. Raise; 4. Myriad 35|69 4_1 812|7
Today’s Word 8 2/7]3156/491
5711189 4(2/6|3
UNMARRIED 63/4|12 5789
g 82|67 3(1/4|5
—— KNIGHT MOVES — 716131211 81954
Answer 419/8(5/6 7|3 12
| | T S 2/1/5[4[3 9]6]78
- — - : ANSWERS, PAGE 8
: : CryptoQuip
answer
E | N| I
4 1 6 Group of folks who
NICETIES completely support
Wisconsin’s pro football

team: The Green Bay Backers.

—  Go Figure! —

1+ 2
N+l
X 8

g

= 1
= 16
= 11

1

&+

5 +

>N~ 4+ 4+ W
-~ B B

Q: How many Friday the 13ths can there
be in one calendar year?

AIIHL 'V

Puzzles are built to solve!
Toyota’s are built to drive!

1

DOWN

1. Making daily journeys extraordinary

2. Conquer terrain in style

3. Does everything in style

ACROSS

5. Built for all-day play

4. Style that thrives off the grid

478-272-3244
210 N. JEFFERSON ST.
WWW.PITTSTOYOTA.COM
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE

PEOPLE.

BY STEPHAN PASTIS

OH GREAT WISE \ REALIZING | | T SUPPOSE \YES AND NOW STILL TRY TO CHANGE
ASS.. WHAT IS | THAT YOU YOURE | THAT YOU QTHER PEGPLE.
THEKEYTO | CANT ./ KNOW THAT. :
CONTENTMENTS/ CHANGE WHAT ARE YOU

QTHER GONNA DO

S U020 Sennzn Sesbew Ly Areews Hovia, By izel:

BY JIM DAVIS

OVERBOARD

HEY, LOVIE.. BURGER BIT
O% PASTRAM!
CHUNK 2

DEFLOCKED

b 2026 FRWS, ING. 81l Highte Hazarved.

bictributec o Andraves boles Syadizetionr

WALT.....

6'4'25.‘26" 3 2C26Chip Durkz~, i

| =S

HA! T FELL
OFF MY CHAIR!

)

“[.viow ASOUT BURGER| T Love How HE

BIT AND PASTRAMI FioucHT \T THROUGH
CHUNKZ

BY CHIP DUNHAM

UNTIL HE GOT THE
RIGHT CONIUNCTION !

“¢

W OCDIMIGE Born

BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

IT'S SO ROMANTIC WHEN
PARTIERS cCOMMUNICATE
THROUGH THEIR LOVE
LANGUAGE.

HMAMET, DO YOU
Know &Y LovE ¥
LANGUAGE?

615 gocomics.comfdeTiockad teffddaflosked.com

2026 Ziggy and Friends, Inc./Dist. by Andrews Mchbesl

.5 DON'T KNow WHY
[ KEEP EATING HERE !
THE FOOD 15 TERRIBLE !

—_—

BUTONTHEFLLS;
5 SL0W, 8 1 HONGRY END

AT ANYTHING BY THE Ti

BY TOM WILSON
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T SHOULD'VE |
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Woman’s antics at the office negatively Impact co-workers

DEAR ABBY: I have
worked with "Bev" for 12
years. She is insufferable. I
love my job and my other
co-workers, but they all feel
the same way as I do. Bev is
a domineering, bullying, en-
titled woman in her late 50s.
She has two "friends" in the
entire facility and, unfortu-
nately, considers me one of
them, as well as our boss,
"Janet," who I am sure merely
tolerates her as I do.

Bev calls me incessantly
during the day to talk about
her personal life. She demeans
people and is controlling and
rude. She says she is "so busy,"
but other people end up do-
ing her work for her while she
takes all the credit. When my
phone rings and it's her, I can
feel the life being sucked out
of me, and I want to throw my
phone at the wall.

The problem is that her
other "friend" is Janet. Bev
constantly says that nobody
can say anything about her
because the boss will tell her,
which makes it hard for the
rest of us who all feel the same
way about her. It is affecting
my mental health. She calls
no fewer than 10 times a day,
and then she complains about
how busy she is, after she has
kept me on the phone 15 min-
utes or more talking about her
personal life. I feel like one
day I'm going to explode, and
I do not want to lose my job.
Help! -- VAMPIRE VICTIM

PLUGGERS BY JEFF MACNELLY

Wo% Tribune Content Agency, LLC
&/25

()
A [y s 1
\si\\\i G, ‘
| -] Thanks to
Barb
Miller e
Plano, ;
Texas ] >

pluggermail@acl.com

A plugger still loves the feeling
of going shoeless ocut in the
yard during the summer.

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle vy stella zawistowski

ACROSS
1 “Marching”
insects
5 Cash access
points: Abbr.
9 Whiny-sounding
14 Chimney dust
15 Tidy
16 and beyond
17 Have aspirations
18 Letters before a
Reddit summary:
Abbr.
19 Recorded

20 “Bad Guy” singer:

2 wds.

23 Cavaliers, on
scoreboards

24 Winnie-the-

25 Turn at the plate

29 Underhanded

33 Burst

36 Ancient Roman
garb

37 French goodbye

38 “___ you kidding™?”

39 Everlasting

42 Type of sleep:
Abbr.

43 Lowest point

45 % you sol”

46 Relaxing resort

47 Supports for
broken arms

49 Control a car

51 Pre-calc class

53 “That’'s show
for yal”

55 Spread paired
with jelly: 2 wds.

60 Get up

62 Historic periods

63 Lyft alternative

65 Get up
66 Certain
67 Specialized field
68 Cables
69 Casual tops
70" _ Bird’ (2017
film)
DOWN

1 Cigar residue
2 Beginner, for
short

60

65

68

Created by Stella Zawistowski

3 Subject of
discussion
4  Artois (beer
brand)
5 COpposed to
6 Prefix with “vision”
7 Created
8 Long, narrow
piece
9 Country’s
obligations: 2
wds.
10 Embarrassed
11 Second-year
student, for short
12 Broad street:
Abbr.
13 Headed up
21 Report card
marks: 2 wds.
22  Angeles
26 Al program
27 Get older
28 Pop-___ (toaster
pastries)
30 Makes public
31 Retain
32 Arizona city

6/2/26
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33 Bad reviews

34 Taken by mouth
35 Foot treatment
40 “That's ___ fair!”
41 Bitter beer

44 Deeply felt

48 Religious no-no
50 Cultural custom
52 Partygoer

B/2/26

54 Striped equine
55 Couple

56 Opposite of false
57 Unadorned

58 Employs

59 Clarinet insert
60 Noticed

61 Three-part race
64 Singer Charles
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By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

DEAR VAMPIRE VIC-
TIM: Do you know for a fact
that Janet considers Bev a
friend? You may see them
talking frequently, but that
doesn't mean Janet is enjoying
it. If, as you say, everyone else
in the workplace dislikes her,
it's hard to believe the boss
hasn't noticed.

Have a private chat with
Janet. Tell her about the long,
unwelcome chats, the bully-
ing and the rudeness. Be as
specific as you can. Ask her if
she really supports Bev's habit
of invoking their friendship
to avoid social consequences.
If Janet takes Bev's side in ev-
erything -- which is doubtful
-- at least you'll know where
you stand.

DEAR ABBY: I have a
male friend I would really like
to get to know better. I would
love to date him. We are both
divorced and have relatives
who no longer speak to us. I

Thursday ., Tune 25, 2026

know he's single and not see-
ing anyone.

I haven't had a relation-
ship in three years. I some-
times wonder what's wrong
with me. I'm a bit overweight
but I have a great personal-
ity. I can't understand why I
can't get a man interested in
me. What can I do to get this
man (or any man) interested
in me? -- READY IN NORTH
CAROLINA

DEAR READY: You say
your personality isn't the
problem. Not every man finds
skinny women attractive.
However, if you suspect that
your weight is what's keeping
him (and other men) away,
it may be time to address it.
Talk with your doctor about a
healthy eating plan and join a

Dear Abby 1is written
by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and
was founded by her moth-
er, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www: DearAbby:
com or PO. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

GOREN BRIDGE

WITH BOB JONES
we02G Tribune Gantant Agengy, LLG

LEARN FROM THE LEAD

North-South vulmerable, West deals

NORTH

AAKYS7

K103

O8742

®J6
WEST EAST
AQB54 AJo2
Q92 5
OKJ6 CAL095
742 SKQ1095

SOUTH

A l03

CAIBTG4

<03

HRABD
‘The bidding:
WHEST NOTH FAST SOUTH
Tass 15* Pass 19
Pass 1a Pass 2
Pasy ° Pass 49
All pass

*10-15 points
#artificial game force

Opening lead; Two of &

Today’s deal is [rom a Loumament
in China. South was Chingse expert
Zhang Yongge. North-South were
playing a strong-club system and
all opening bids other than ome club
showed 10-15 points. Considering

his system, Yongge's decision
force to game with his hand was very
aggressive. bast-West were using
“third and [Mh” leads, where the
third highest card is led rom an ¢ven
number ol cards and the lowest s led
from an odd number. Yongge played
low from dummy on the epening club
lead amd lel Kast's ning win the (rick.,
East shifled w the 10 of diamonds
and Yomgee’s queen lost 1o the king.
West continued with the jack and
another diamond. ruffed by Yongge.
The play so far suggested that West
started with three diamonds and three
clubs. West probably did not have
six spades or he would have opened
with a weak two-bid, therefore West
had al least two hearts and might well
have three.

Yongge decided to play West tor
the queen of hearts. If Yongpe cashed
the ace of clubs at this point and
ruffied a club, he would be in dummy
and could enly pick up West's trumps
if the suit split 2-2. To allow him ©
pick up West’s trumps if he had three
o the queen, Yongge led @ hearl 10
dummy’s 10. When that won, he led
a ¢lub 1o his ace and rufed a club in
dummy. He then cashed the king of
hearts, dummy’s two high spades,
and rulTed a spade, He Minally cashed
the ace of hearls o draw the last
trump. Nicely handled!

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

4

Like puzzles?

Then you'll leve
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
sguare off, s0

1 sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudoku

savvy 1o the test!

5 3

Here’'s How It Works:

|
Level infemedisle

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbars will
appear by using the numetric clues already provided in the boxes. The
mare numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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I-16 WRECK

Continued from page 1

and his condition was not
known as of Wednesday af-
ternoon.

Traffic was backed up
on I-16 for at least a mile as
officials from Georgia De-
partment of Transportation
worked on the bridge and
deputies from the Laurens
County Sheriff’s Office di-
rected traffic to travel up the
exit ramp and either straight
to get back on the interstate
or left or right onto Ga. 338.

GDOT’s anticipated end
time for construction work
was 7 p.m. Tuesday.

Authorities, including a hazmat team, begin to clear the wreckage near the Dudley exit on I-16/PAYTON TOWNS IlI

Teresa Seeley, Dublin City Schools’ n

(AT
ew financ

Sl Bt

e officer, shares

the district’s monthly financial report with the school board

Monday night/RODNEY MANLEY

SCHOOL BOARD

Continued from page 1

than a year.

"Our assets are primarily cash, what
we have in Capital City (Bank) and
Georgia Fund 1," Seeley explained. "Our
liability is primarily payroll deductions
that are owed to State Health."

The investment funds will be trans-
ferred to Capital City " to cover opera-
tions for the next month or two," she
said.

For the year, the district has spent
less — $25.5 million — than it has re-
ceived in revenue — $28.9 million, al-
lowing it to cut into the $3.9 million
deficit in which it started the fiscal year
last July.

The largest expenditure by far has
been on instruction.

"We've managed our spending tight-
ly across all departments," said Seeley.
"Our priority is the classroom comes
first. We've spent $14.1 million directly
on instruction and teacher salaries."”

The next largest year-to-date expen-
ditures are in maintenance and opera-
tions, at $2.7 million, and in adminis-
tration, at $2 million.

Last fall, after discovering the dis-
trict owed more than $6 million in
overdue payments to the State Health
Benefit Plan, state officials had project-
ed the system would end the current
fiscal year June 30 with a $13.4 million
deficit.

"We are moving forward," said board
member Peggy Johnson. "I know there
are people who don't think so, but we
are moving forward."

SUPERINTENDENT

Continued from page 1

board members said in a joint
statement.

"Publicly available court
records and media reports in-
dicate that the federal lawsuit
was jointly dismissed by the
parties in November 2025.
The dismissal did not include a
finding of liability or wrongdo-
ing by Dr. Holland or Marietta
City Schools, and the case was
not resolved through a trial or
judgment on the merits."

In the lawsuit, Marietta City
Schools' Student Life Center
Director Sarah Barbour, who
is white, alleged that Holland,
who is black, falsely accused
her of racism and retaliated
against her after she acted as
a whistleblower, accusing her
predecessor at the Student Life
Center of mismanaging a pro-
gram. Barbour also claimed
the Marietta Board of Educa-

tion slashed her budget and
programs because some mem-
bers disagreed with her sup-
port of LGBTQ+ students.

Holland was among 25 can-
didates who applied for Dub-
lin's superintendent's position
during a search led by the
Georgia School Boards Associ-
ation.

"Throughout the superin-
tendent search process, the
Georgia School Boards Asso-
ciation conducted a thorough
review of candidate qualifica-
tions, experience, references
and professional credentials,"
Dublin board members said in
their statement. "Dr. Holland
brings more than two decades
of educational leadership ex-
perience and was selected
based on his demonstrated re-
cord of service, leadership and
commitment to student suc-
cess."

A vote to hire Holland is
expected in two weeks. State

law requires that a finalist or
finalists for the position must
be announced at least 14 days
before a vote on the hiring can
be taken.

Former curriculum direc-
tor Marcee Pool has served as
interim superintendent since
last September, when Superin-
tendent Fred Williams stepped
down to take an early retire-
ment after the severity of the
school district's most recent fi-
nancial troubles were revealed.

Holland will be tasked with
turning around the struggling
school system, which last fall
was projected to end the cur-
rent fiscal year with a $13 mil-
lion deficit. The district has
significantly reduced spending
— and its deficit — through cuts
that included mid-year termi-
nations of several dozen teach-
ers and other staffers, but still
owes the state more than $5
million in overdue payments to
the State Health Benefit Plan.

FATAL ACCIDENT

Continued from page 1

traveling south on Ga. 19, stopped partially in
the roadway, straddling the fog line. The SUV
did have its hazard lights flashing, but they
were not visible from the back due to a small
utility trailer loaded with a metal carport.

A GSP official said the trailer did not have
functioning lights, the area was dark and un-
lit and the SUV driver was standing in the
road near the back of the trailer.

A sedan approached from the rear and
hit the SUV driver as he was standing in the
road. The sedan then swerved into the west
shoulder and hit a large creek.

“It was dark and the driver (of the sedan)
probably didn’t see him,” Stanley said. “Part
of the vehicle was on the side of the road, and
he was out in the road. There are no security
lights. It is pitch dark right there, and he had
on dark clothes too. Nobody could have seen
his lights from the SUV because it was block-
ing all of that. It is such a sad situation.”

The driver of the sedan was transported to
the hospital for minor injuries. The highway
was blocked for approximately two hours un-
til 11:30 p.m.

SNAPSHOTS: MORE FROM THE TASTE OF JUNETEENTH FESTIVAL

HAPPEY
JUNETEENTH

SUNE 19- 1=

VA invites
community to

Freedom 250
celebration

By PAYTON TOWNS IlI

Senior Reporter

The Carl Vinson VA Med-
ical Center wants the whole
community to come out and
celebrate America’s 250th
birthday one week early.

The Dublin VA’s Freedom
250 will be held from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, June
27. This event will be held on
the front lawn and is free and
open to the public.

“We will have music,
games and fun,” said VA Cen-
ter for Development and Civic
Engagement Chief Keith Grif-
fin. “I had received numerous
calls and emails from people
in the community. It started
with the city calling me and
wanting to see how other
businesses and organizations
were going to celebrate. We
made the decision to be part
of the 250. We wanted to have
a community event and also
use this as an opportunity to
use this as a resource fair for
veterans.”

The fair will give the veter-
ans an opportunity to find out
more about what they can re-
ceive at the Dublin VA. They
will be able to ask questions
and file for benefits.

“Any veterans who may
not be receiving VA care, will
have an opportunity to regis-
ter for VA healthcare,” Griffin
said. “They will be able to re-
ceive answers for claims and
the capability to file a claim as
well.”

There will be a Women
Jeepfest and Women Can-Am
Fest along with food trucks
and vendors.

“I think about what this
country has been through in
250 years,” Griffin said. “I
think about the veterans and
the soldiers who are still pro-
tecting our freedoms. I feel
like this is a time where we can
appreciate our past, present
and future. There are soldiers
who gave the ultimate sac-
rifice to enjoy the freedoms
that we have each and every
day. I also think about our
present veterans that we take
care of on a daily basis as we
try to give the best healthcare
that is affordable for them. I
think of our future soldiers
who are protecting us now.
I know we all hope and pray
that our country will be in
position to celebrate another
250 years from now. We just
want to continue to celebrate
being an American citizen
and enjoying the country and
the freedoms that we have.”

Griffin, who served in the
U.S. Air Force, knows it is im-
portant for veterans to get the
healthcare they deserve.

“Veterans have a lot of
challenges, and a lot of times,
family members are looking
for opportunities and ways to
help better serve their veter-
ans. With an event like this,
and the resources we will have
there, this is the opportunity
for them to get the answers
they have been looking for
and it maybe the right time
to find out about the benefits
and services that are offered
to our veterans.”

For more information,
contact Griffin at Keith.Grif-
fin@va.gov

Legislature kills
sales tax for
property tax swap

By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat

ATLANTA — Democrats
in the Legislature on Mon-
day closed the door on Re-
publican proposals to imple-
ment new local sales taxes to
offset homeowner property
tax bills.

Republicans have a ma-
jority in the House and Sen-
ate, but the sales tax legis-
lation required a two-thirds
majority for passage, which
would have put the question
to voters in local referen-
dums.
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