
 A local charitable orga-
nization is asking the public 
to donate school supplies 
during an event on Satur-
day.
 The Dublin Salvation 
Army will hold its Stuff 
the Bus drive from 8 a.m. 
to noon at Walmart, 2423 
Highway 80. According to 
Charika Todd, Dublin Ser-
vice Center director at The 
Salvation Army, this event 

has provided thousands of 
school supplies to local stu-
dents for many years and 
she would like to have the 
community, “keep that tra-
dition going.”
 “We will be there passing 
out fliers trying to collect 
school supplies,” Todd said. 
“We plan to donate these 
school supplies to the city 
schools. They will distribute 
them out to the kids who 
need it.”

 An East Dublin man was 
sentenced to 20 years for a 
deadly hit-and-run incident 
that killed a 47-year-old 
woman in March 2025.
 Christopher Malcolm 
Brown, 46, will serve 15 
years followed by five years 
on probation for causing 

the death of Angela Christy-
na Cain on March 21, 2025. 
He previously pled guilty to 
two counts of homicide by 
vehicle in the first degree, 
driving under the influence, 
tampering with evidence, 
hit-and-run, failure to 
maintain lane and driving 

 A 66-year-old East Dub-
lin man died from injuries 
after his truck left the road, 
overturned and hit a tree 
Thursday.
 According to a Georgia 
State Patrol crash report, 
Phil Rawlings was travel-
ing south on Ga. 117 in a 
tan 2004 Chevrolet Silver-
ado when the accident hap-
pened at 2:44 p.m. Thurs-

day, July 9. 
 The investigation re-
vealed that Rawlings failed 
to maintain his lane and 
went to the east shoulder 
of Ga. 117. The vehicle trav-
eled for approximately 87 
feet while rotating count-
er-clockwise. The Chevro-
let overturned on its roof, 
causing its trailer to detach. 
Both continued going south 
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 The cash-strapped Dub-
lin City Board of Education 
on Friday withdrew its offer 
to superintendent candi-
date DeMarcos Holland af-
ter being unable to settle on 
a salary.
 While still believing Hol-
land is the man for the job, 
the board said in a state-
ment that it was "unable to 
reach an agreement with 

Dr. Holland for a compen-
sation package that is tol-
erable for the board and 
respectful to the district’s 
current financial situation."
 “Recognizing and ac-
cepting this outcome of 
the superintendent search 
process has been painful-
ly difficult. But at the end 
of the day, board members 
collectively could not jus-
tifiably expend an amount 
of the district’s extremely 
finite funds that would have 

been necessary to reach an 
agreement, “ the statement 
read. “More importantly, 
the board could not expect 
the community to accept 
such an expenditure."
 Instead, the board plans 
to call off the superinten-
dent search and extend in-
terim Superintendent Mar-
cee Pool's contract in that 
position through the rest off 
this month as it develops a 
plan to move forward.
 "As for the immediate 

administrative leadership 
of Dublin City Schools, the 
board does not want to 
hastily rush into determin-
ing future plans for such an 
important matter."
 The board chose Hol-
land, the chief human re-
sources officer for Marietta 
City Schools, from 25 can-
didates who applied during 
a search conducted by the 
Georgia School Boards As-
sociation.
 Pool, who had been the 

district's curriculum direc-
tor, has served as interim 
superintendent since last 
September, when Super-
intendent Fred Williams 
stepped down to take an 
early retirement after the 
severity of the school dis-
trict's most recent financial 
troubles were revealed.
 State officials last fall 
projected Dublin City 

Dublin City withdraws offer to superintendent choice 
School board moves on after unable to reach 'tolerable' contract
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By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter
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Continued on page 7

Storyteller Josie Bailey had children, and adults, clapping and singing along during Wednesday's Summer Reading 
Program. Bailey talked to the children about dinosaurs and introduced what she called a baby dino. The Summer 
Reading Program will return with Beatin' Path Rhythm Events at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, July 15/PAYTON TOWNS III

SUMMER READERS: TELLING DINOSAUR STORIES THROUGH MUSIC, VIDEO

East Dublin man 
killed in wreck

FATAL WRECK
Continued on page 7

HIT-AND-RUN
Continued on page 7

Man sentenced to 15 years in
prison for fatal hit-and-run

 People in Dublin will 
soon have a new place to 
get a cool drink to beat the 
summer heat or a caffeine 
jolt with a new coffee shop 
prepared to open this week. 
 Scooter's Coffee, at 305 
Brantley Crossing, just off 
U.S. 80 West in Dublin, 
will hold its grand open-
ingThursday, July 16. The 
new site will be the 15th 
Georgia location of the 

Scooter's Coffee is preparing to open its doors, or rather drive-thru window, on July 16. 
The coffee and drink shop is at 305 Brantley Crossing in Dublin/KYLE DOMINY

Scooter's Coffee to open here on Thursday
28-year-old drive-thru cof-
fee sellers. 
 "We've had such a warm 
welcome. We're excited to 
be a part of this communi-
ty," said Cade Jones, who 
helms the business along 
with his brother Jackson. 
"It shows what I think will 
be well worth it."
 The shop, which pro-
vides drive-thru or walk-
up service, offers specialty 
coffee drinks, hot and cold; 
soda; lemonades; smooth-
ies; teas; matcha; milk-
shakes; and, for those crav-
ing an extra pick-me-up, 
Red Bull energy drink- in-
fused beverages. Scooter's 
Coffee will also offer stan-
dard coffee shop fare like 

cookies and pastries; it also 
has a menu of sandwiches 
and breakfast items. 
 The Joneses are no 
stranger to the restaurant 
world. Cade and Jackson's 
father operated a Zaxby's 
franchise for over 20 years. 
The duo is also working on 
another Scooter's location 
in their hometown of Vida-
lia. 
 Scooter's Coffee Dublin 
will open at 5:30 a.m. and 
serve up drinks until 9 p.m. 
The new business will gen-
erate about 27 local jobs.
 Scooter's Coffee was 
founded in 1998 in Bellev-
ue, Nebraska. There are 
now about 1,000 locations 
in 32 states.

Dublin Salvation Army to 'Stuff the Bus' with school supply drive 

STUFF THE BUS
Continued on page 7

The Salvation Army will collect supplies for children at Walmart from 8 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, July 18/FILE PHOTO
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OBITUARIES

Phil Kinard Rawlings
 Funeral services for Mr. 

Phil Kinard Rawlings, of 
Wrightsville, will be held on 
Thursday, July 16, 2026 at 
11 a.m. at the Community 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
627 James Grove Church 
Road in Wrightsville.  Rev. 
Jerry Walden will deliver 
the eulogy.  Rev. Brian Ash-
ley will officiate.  Interment 
to follow in the Community 
Missionary Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

Mr. Rawlings was born 
on Monday, Sept. 28, 1959 
in Wrightsville, to the par-
ents of the late Ernestine 
Rawlings and the late Wil-
lis Tucker, Sr.  He was em-
ployed by Lightning Trans-
portation as a truck driver.  
He was a dedicated Geor-
gia Bulldog fan.  He passed 
away on Thursday, July 9, 
2026.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents.

He leaves to cherish his 
memories to his wife, Eliz-
abeth “Janice” Rawlings; 
children, Vanshetta (Alfon-
zo) Wicker, Kenethia Raw-
lings, Chicquan King, Ane-
shia Lewis, Surkeka (Greg) 
Fisher and Veedra (Leroy) 
Jones; grandchildren, Naiija 
Harris, T’Zire Oliver, J’Ni-
jah Tillman, Kaysa Tillman, 
Jateria Fleming, Z’Koria 
Jones, Ashanti Moore, Tyra 
Moore, Na’im Moore, Lau-
ren Lewis, Bailey James, Ja-
mille Fisher, Kaniya Fisher, 
and Ahmir Fisher; five great 
grandchildren; siblings, 
Eddie West, Barbara Raw-
lings, Earnest (Maylonda) 
Rawlings, Reginald Rawl-
ings, Juanita Tucker, Mar-
cus (Kim G.) Tucker, Sharon 
(Nyota) Tucker and Willis 
(Ramona) Tucker Jr.; devot-
ed niece, Carolyn (Patrick) 
Waters; and a host of other 
relatives and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Services-
byDudley.com. Services by 
Dudley Funeral Home and 
Cremations of Dublin.
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Donna Browning Jones
 Donna Browning Jones, 

76, of Dudley, Georgia, 
passed away at her home on 
Saturday, July 11, 2026.

Donna was born Nov. 1, 
1949, in Dublin, Georgia, 
to the late Samuel Mor-
ris Browning and Marjo-
rie Johnson Browning. She 
graduated from Laurens 
High School in 1968 and was 
a former employee of the At-
lanta Journal-Constitution 
before devoting herself to 
her family as a homemaker. 
Donna loved horseback rid-
ing, playing golf, and getting 
lost in a good thriller, but 
her greatest joy was being 
“Nonna” to her grandbabies.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her brother, Kendall Morris 
Browning; her aunt and un-
cle, Myrtice Browning Ste-
phens and G.O. Stephens; 
her uncle and aunt, Rusty 
and Iris Browning Bullard; 
her uncle, Gregory Johnson; 
and her grandparents, Sam-
uel and Maggie Browning 
and Isaac and Mary Metters 

Johnson.
Donna is survived by 

her husband, Lewis Glenn 
Jones, of Dudley; her daugh-
ter, Leah Jones Patterson 
(Brooks), of Livingston, 
Montana; her son, Landon 
Glenn Jones (Cassie), of 
Dudley; and her grandchil-
dren, Eva Elaina Patterson, 
Silas Everett Patterson, Tal-
ulah Esmé Patterson and Ari 
Elliott Patterson, all of Liv-
ingston, Montana, and Lu-
cas Glenn Jones and Johnny 
James Bennett, both of Dud-
ley; and her cousins Nora 
Kay Medders (Vikki Allday).

A graveside service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Wednes-
day, July 15, at Pleasant Hill 
Baptist Church Cemetery in 
Cadwell, with Alec Kuck of-
ficiating.

Pallbearers will be John-
ny Bennett, Christopher 
Howard, Caleb Howard, 
Will Smalley, Nathan Mullis 
and Garrett Mathis.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com 
for service updates and to 
sign the online memorial 
register.

ATLANTA — The battle over voter 
confidence in Georgia's election ma-
chines flared up after the Legislature 
decided last month to keep them un-
til 2028.

Weeks after lawmakers voted to 
postpone their prior ban on the ma-
chines’ use of QR codes to tally re-
sults, the U.S. Department of Justice 
planned to surge into Atlanta with 
260 FBI analysts. They were coming 
to help investigate the 2020 election, 
after the agency's January raid of the 
Fulton County election warehouse to 
seize more than half a million ballots.

And the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency threatened to 
withhold anti-terrorism funds from 
states that do not start moving to-
ward hand-marked paper ballots.

But the Trump administration 
also suffered a serious setback in its 
efforts to expand the 2020 election 
probe of Fulton, the most populous 
county in Georgia and a Democratic 
bastion.

A federal judge in Atlanta denied 
the administration's demand for the 
personal information of thousands 
of Fulton election workers and vol-
unteers.

The statute of limitations on any 
crimes in 2020 had long since ex-
pired, U.S. District Judge William M. 
Ray II ruled on July 7, denying the 
Justice Department's grand jury sub-
poena.

Disclosing addresses, phone num-
bers and other sensitive information 
"threatens to chill participation in 
future elections, which will surely 
impact Fulton County," the judge's 
order said.

Ray decided the administration's 
subpoena was unreasonable, calling 
it an "arbitrary fishing expedition.”

Fulton Commissioner Dana Bar-
rett said the ruling by a judge who 
was appointed by President Donald 
Trump should put the 2020 election 
to rest.

"The conspiracy theory that the 
election was stolen and there was 
wrongdoing, that needs to now re-
cede to the corners of the internet 
where conspiracy theories live," Bar-
rett said. "Go into the corner where 
the Jewish space lasers are and Area 
51 and the JFK assassination."

Barrett, who ran unsuccessful-
ly in the recent Democratic runoff 
for secretary of state, said the Jus-
tice Department, the State Election 
Board and the "election deniers of 
the world" were using fictions about 
2020 to sow doubts about Fulton 
and its ability to run clean elections.

She said it was a pretext for inter-
vention in the county elections oper-
ations in 2026 and 2028: "It's about 
trying to continue the narrative that 
Fulton County doesn't know how to 
run elections and therefore either 
take that ability completely away 
from the county and put it in the 

hands of the MAGA-controlled state 
election board or put monitors in."

The election board establishes 
the rules by which elections operate. 
Four of its five members are Republi-
cans, and several are critical of Geor-
gia's electronic voting machines and 
of Secretary of State Brad Raffen-
sperger, who selected the system.

This week, the board adopted two 
rules, one banning the use of optical 
character recognition to tally votes 
even though the state's election ma-
chines do not use that technology. 
The other rule would require that 
Raffensperger allow board members 
into his election center when coun-
ty-level vote counts are aggregated 
on election night.

That rule passed even though 
Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr 
told the board it lacked legal author-
ity to implement it, since Raffen-
sperger was elected by voters.

The board also initiated a pub-
lic comment process on a rule that 
would disqualify the current voting 
machines over privacy issues.

Salleigh Grubbs, the author, cit-
ed several concerns, including the 
"huge" displays on the machines.

Sara Tindall Ghazal, the lone 
Democrat, called it a ruse to force 
election officials to use the paper bal-
lots they keep for power outages and 
other emergencies.

Board Chairman John Fervier, a 
Republican, expressed a similar sus-
picion.

"This isn't just about ballot secre-
cy," said Fervier, who was appointed 
by Gov. Brian Kemp. "It's all part of a 
larger agenda to get to hand-marked 
paper ballots."

Fervier said that if the current 
machines were disqualified over se-
crecy concerns, it would cause "mas-
sive" problems for election officials, 
who are already busy recruiting and 
training poll workers on the current 
system. Local election leaders have 
repeatedly said they lack the time 
to switch systems before the general 
elections in November.

The measure passed, setting it on 
course for adoption.

Democrats have been dubious 
about the ongoing assault on Geor-
gia's voting machines.

Two years ago, Republican law-
makers pushed through a ban on the 
use of QR codes to tally votes, which 
would have made Georgia's current 
system illegal effective July 1.

But they failed to approve and pay 
for an alternative system, so Kemp 
called them back to the Capitol last 
month to address the looming dead-
line.

They postponed the ban until 
2028.

Just before the special session, 
Democratic lawmakers from across 
the South gathered in Atlanta to 
strategize ahead of the special ses-
sion. With them was Rep. Carolyn 
Hugley, D-Columbus, the minority 
leader of the state House.

"The QR code is a manufactured 
issue to begin with because a certain 
person could not accept the fact that 
he did not win Georgia," Hugley said 
at that event, referring to Trump.

Raffensperger has consistently 
pushed back against his GOP critics, 
asserting that his machines are all 
but flawless.

This week, his office announced 
the results of a review of all 91 con-
tests in last month's runoffs. The 
audit of all 1,111,856 ballot images 
found 23 discrepancies with hand-
marked ballots and none with the 
digital voting machines.

“We run elections with nearly 
perfect accuracy, and we will never 
stop reminding the public their ma-
chines are accurate, their counts are 
accurate, and that elections in Geor-
gia are accurate," Raffensperger said 
in a statement.

His office calculated that the 
hand-marked error rate would create 
about 3,500 discrepancies in a pres-
idential election year with 5 million 
ballots cast.

The state Republican Party and 
many GOP lawmakers, dismiss such 
audits as window dressing, saying 
flaws in the system make errors dif-
ficult or impossible to detect.

The national fight over elections 
has taken a toll on voter confidence.

A PBS News/NPR/Marist poll 
in March found that two-thirds of 
Americans are confident in fair and 
accurate elections, down from 76% 
in late 2024.

Georgia GOP voters had a differ-
ent take.

A survey in late April of likely Re-
publican primary voters by the firm 
Cygnal had more than 78% express-
ing confidence that their votes would 
be counted fairly in 2026, with 28% 
"very" confident and more than 50% 
"somewhat" confident.

The poll was commissioned by the 
bipartisan Democracy Defense Proj-
ect, which is trying to counter "false 
narratives about 'stolen elections'" 
that it blames on a "proliferation of 
politicians" who are trying to bolster 
their own campaigns.

The project's Georgia board mem-
bers include former Democratic Gov. 
Roy Barnes and former Atlanta May-
or Shirley Franklin. On the Repub-
lican side are former U.S. Sen. Sax-
by Chambliss and former U.S. Rep. 
Drew Ferguson.

Ferguson and Franklin appeared 
at the DeKalb County elections cen-
ter during the runoff last month to 
push back against doubters.

They pointed to record turnout in 
recent years.

"What we have found is 80% of 
voters on a bipartisan level feel very 
strongly that the elections are being 
run fairly and safely here in the state 
of Georgia," Ferguson said.

But the Democracy Defense Proj-
ect's own polling indicates lingering 
suspicion.
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* To keep the kids' sight 
word skills fresh over the 
summer, we are playing 
sight word bingo practically 
every day now. It was real-
ly easy to make and lami-
nate bingo cards. And I use 
the flash cards we got from 
school to "call" the words. 
Bingo is a win-win!

* "Potluck parties and 
leftovers: Is there too much 
food left at the end of the 
party? When throwing a pot-
luck, make sure you remind 
your guest to bring some 
take-home containers. Have 
them fix a few containers of 
"seconds" and store them 
in a big cooler by the front 
door. Hang a few take-out 
bags on the doorknob and 
your pals won't forget to 
take their goodies home!" -- 
M.W. in Florida

* Kids clamoring about 
whose turn it is? No fear. 
You've got the solution in 
your desk drawer. Simply 
write each child's name on 
a self-stick note, and stack 
them. The kid on top takes 
the first turn, and then peels 
his or her name off and 
moves it to the bottom. Easy 
peasy.

* Going on a road trip 
this summer? Check your 
tire pressure to save money. 
Maintaining the correct tire 
pressure can have a direct 
effect on how many miles 
you get to the gallon. It can 
save you in everyday driving, 
but it really adds up when 
traveling longer distances. 
Check your car's manual 
for the correct pressure. Or, 
some cars have a sticker in 
the door well or glove box 
with that information.

* "In my house, we love 
straws. Because we're into 
recycling, we make sure to 
get the most out of each one. 
Keep a small jar at the sink, 
where we rinse straws be-
fore setting them in the jar 
to dry. Reuse at will." -- F.O. 
in Pennsylvania

(c) 2026 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 

HERE'S A TIP!
By JOANN DERSON
King Features
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Dublin Police Depart-
ment

 - On June 20, around 
9:23 p.m., an officer was 
dispatched to Claxton 
Dairy Road in reference to 
a subject with weapons.

 Upon arrival, the officer 
made contact with a wom-
an who said a man, identi-
fied as Mr. Johnson, point-
ed a firearm at her in their 
home. The woman said the 
man took her phone and 
keys from her and hid them 
on top of the refrigerator, 
then proceeded to prevent 
her from calling for assis-
tance from family and Lau-
rens County 911.

 The woman said the 
man would not allow her 
to leave after a verbal argu-
ment. Both parties involved 
said that it was verbal and 
not physical, admitting that 
Mr. Johnson approached 
the woman in a threatening 
manner and lunged at her.

 The woman stated that 
she used her neighbor’s 
phone to contact 911 once 

she was able to leave the 
residence. The man was 
stated to have a firearm, 
however, no firearm was 
found on his person. A 
doorbell camera was pres-
ent on the scene, but did 
not capture the incident.

 Mr. Jonson was trans-
ported to the Laurens 
County LEC. The officer ob-
tained warrants for simple 
assault, false imprisonment 
and obstruction of 911 calls.

 - Christopher Anto-
nio Thompkins, 22, was 
charged with possession 
of marijuana less than one 
ounce and no insurance at 
the intersection of Highway 
19 South and Cascade Cir-
cle at 8:06 p.m. on June 20.

 An officer saw a black 
Chevrolet Silverado pass 
him. He recognized the ve-
hicle from previous mon-
itoring of Flock cameras 
where he had seen what 
appeared to be a narcotic 
transaction taking place. 
The officer conducted a 
GCIC/NCIC check on the 

vehicle and discovered that 
it did not have an active in-
surance policy.

 The officer pulled over 
the car and asked the driv-
er and the passenger to get 
out and walk to the front of 
his patrol car. As the pas-
senger exited the vehicle, 
the officer could smell mar-
ijuana coming from inside.

 The driver, identified as 
Thompkins, admitted that 
there was marijuana inside 
the vehicle. A Twix zip-lock 
style baggie in the glove 
compartment containing 
6.8 grams of a green leafy 
substance suspected to 
be marijuana was found 
during a search of the vehi-
cle. A Canik 9 mm, Glock 17 

and a Springfield Saint pis-
tol were also discovered.

 The owner of the truck 
arrived and confirmed that 
the vehicle had a valid in-
surance policy. The owner 
also took possession of the 
Glock and Springfield. No 
one claimed the Canik.

 Thompkins was trans-
ported to the police de-
partment where he was fin-
gerprinted, cited and then 
released. 

 - An officer was dis-
patched to West Jackson 
Street in reference to tres-
passing at Deano’s  around 
5 p.m. on June 20. 

 The officer spoke with 
an employee at Deano’s, 
who said Ronnie Peacock, 

50, was trespassing on the 
property and had been 
coming inside the restau-
rant all day asking custom-
ers for money. The officer 
saw the man on video.

 Peacock was transport-
ed to the police depart-
ment where he was cited 
for criminal trespass and 
released on summons. 

Laurens County Sher-
iff’s Office

 - On June 19, around 
1:16 a.m., a deputy was dis-
patched to Rockdale Circle 
in reference to a theft.

 - Antonio Benjamin, 
41, of Dublin was charged 
with possession of sched-
uled I drugs after a deputy 
stopped his a silver Toyota 
Tacoma at the intersection 
of Keen Street and Sop-
erton Avenue for littering 
around 2:58 p.m. on June 
20.

 - An investigator no-
tified the chief deputy at 
the sheriff’s office in refer-
ence to possible land fraud 

around 10:30 a.m. on June 
19.

 - A deputy responded 
to a trespassing that hap-
pened on Shady Grove 
Road around 12:30 a.m. on 
June 23.

 - Around noon on June 
23, a deputy was dispatched 
to Shannon Drive in regard 
to unlawful dumping.

 Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record 
and was taken from re-
ports of local law enforce-
ment agencies. These re-
ports do not reflect guilt 
or innocence. An "arrest" 
does not always indicate 
incarceration. Readers are 
cautioned that people may 
have similar names. Po-
lice Beat does not identify 
minor children, victims of 
sexual assault, suicide at-
tempts or medical condi-
tions. Cases dismissed do 
not appear if the newspa-
per is notified before dead-
line.

POLICE BEAT...

 The Dublin City Coun-
cil will hold a pre-council 
meeting at 11 a.m. Thurs-
day, July 16 followed by its 
regular meeting at noon. 
The agenda follows:

 - Call to order
 - Invocation and Pledge 

to Flag
 - Special presentations
 - Approval of June 18 city 

council meeting minutes
 - Approval of bills over 

$15,000
 - Approval of purchases 

over $15,000
 - First reading on or-

dinance #26-08 to annex 
0.50 acres part of parcel 
D04C076

 - First reading on ordi-
nance #26-10 to amend the 
ordinance related to alcohol 
distance requirements

 - Discussion and action 
of ordinance #26-05 to re-
zone D09F068 from B-2 to 
R-4

 - Discussion and action 
on resolution #26-25 to ap-
prove and adopt an amend-
ment to the future land map 
of Dublin in the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan

 - Discussion and action 
on resolution #26-46 to au-
thorize an agreement with 
i3 Verticals, LLC for police 
department

 - Discussion and action 
on declaration of surplus

 - Discussion and action 
on board appointments (if 
needed)

 - Citizens comments
 - Council comments
 - Executive session if 

needed to discuss real es-
tate, pending litigation or 
personnel

 - Adjournment

NEWS DIGEST

Local 7-day Forecast:
The next 48 hours:

TUESDAY:

82˚
A	thick	cloud	cover	and	humid.	

Slow-moving	downpours	can	lead	to	
localized	flash	flooding.

Sunrise: 6:34 a.m.

TUESDAY NIGHT:

71˚ A	couple	of	evening	showers.

Sunset: 8:41 p.m.

WEDNESDAY:

84˚ Rather	cloudy	and	humid.

Sunrise: 6:35 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:

71˚ Clear	to	partly	cloudy.

Sunset: 8:40 p.m.

Thursday
7/16

Friday
7/17

Saturday
7/18

Sunday
7/19

Monday
7/20

HIGH/LOW

91/71
HIGH/LOW

93/72
HIGH/LOW

95/70
HIGH/LOW

92/72
HIGH/LOW

94/71
Humid	with	
variable	
cloudiness.

Sunny	to	
party	cloudy	and	

humid.

Humid	with	some	
sunshine	giving	
way	to	clouds.		

Mostly	sunny.	 Partly	sunny	and	
humid	with	a	
couple	of	

thunderstorms.

Sunrise: 6:35 a.m.
Sunset: 8:40 p.m.

Sunrise: 6:36 a.m.
Sunset: 8:39 p.m.

Sunrise: 6:37 a.m.
Sunset: 8:39 p.m.

Sunrise: 6:37 a.m.
Sunset: 8:38 p.m.

Sunrise: 6:38 a.m.
Sunset: 8:38 p.m.

River levels...
Oconee	(at	Dublin)		....................................................................... 	1.36'
Ocmulgee	(at	Macon)		.................................................................. 	5.76'

 The fireworks displays 
may be over, but national 
pride and love of country 
goes on! All ladies are cor-
dially invited to the Dublin 
Country Club on Thursday, 
July 23, from 11:30 a.m. un-
til 1 p.m. as we continue to 
celebrate our great nation’s 
250th Birthday! 

A delicious buffet meal 
will be served with lovely 
buffet music by talented pi-
anist Regina Rowe.  

  A program of patriotic 
music will be presented by 
vocalist Cindy Claxton, a re-
tired teacher who received 
her Master’s Degree from 
the Citadel.  Pride in Amer-
ica runs deep in her fam-
ily, many of whom served 
our country bravely for the 
cause of freedom.

 Dublin City Council-
woman Sara Kolbie will 
present a soul-stirring trib-
ute to America. A native of 
Glennville, Ga., Sara moved 
to Dublin 17 years ago with 
her husband, Dr. Kirk Kol-

bie, and their four chil-
dren. She is a daughter of 
educators who loves great 
books and is a volunteer 
coordinator for the Read to 
Lead program, encouraging 

children to appreciate the 
value of great books. Her 
wholehearted involvement 
in community service orga-
nizations and tireless work 
on the Parks and Interna-

tional Committees of the 
Dublin City Council led to 
her being named the Dublin 
St. Patrick’s Festival 2026 
Woman of the Year. Her 
love for our community and 
for our great nation is truly 
an inspiration.

 This event is sponsored 
by the Dublin Christian 
Women’s Connection. Each 
month this group hosts a 
luncheon with a fun theme, 
great music, door prizes, 
and an inspiring speaker. 
All ladies of the commu-
nity are invited to come 
and enjoy a delicious meal 
and a chance to make new 
friends. The cost is $21, in-
clusive.   Reservations must 
be made by Monday, July 
20, at 5 p.m. by calling Em-
ily at (478) 278-7829.  Our 
sincere appreciation goes to 
Smith’s Jewelers of Dublin 
for sponsoring our invita-
tions.

Invite a friend, make 
your reservations, and join 
us as we continue the Birth-
day Party of our beloved 
country!

City Councilwoman Sara Kolbie will be the guest speaker 
for this month's Dublin Christian Women's Connection held 
at the Dublin Country Club/SPECIAL PHOTO

'Celebrate America' as the birthday party continues
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD  

Dublin After Five Wom-
en’s Connection cordially 
invites all ladies to join us 
at the Dublin Country Club 
on Thursday, July 23, 2026, 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. for an 
evening filled with fellow-
ship, music and inspiration.  

Can you imagine your life 
without patriotic music? 

American patriotic mu-
sic has been a part of the 
culture and history of the 
United States since its foun-
dation. It has served to en-
courage feelings of honor 
both our forefathers and for 
national unity.   

The delightful and talent-
ed Sue Hall of Wrightsville, 
Georgia, will be performing 
a mini concert of patriot-
ic songs that will celebrate 
the powerful connection 
between American history, 
freedom and culture.  

Our buffet music will be 
provided by the talented 
Regina Rowe. Helen Keller 
once wrote, “What we have 
once enjoyed deeply we can 

never lose. All that we love 
deeply becomes a part of 
us.” The loss of a child is 
one of the most devastating 
experiences a parent can 
endure.  Our speaker Mari-
beth Slaughter is a 28-year 
veteran teacher and pres-
ently a teacher at Southwest 
Laurens Elementary. She  
will be sharing her story of 
struggle and endearment 
following the tragic death of 
her 15 year old son, Tucker 
James, in February 2013 
when the ATV he was driv-
ing overturned.  Maribeth 
will tell you how she healed 
and rebuilt herself around 
the loss she suffered. 

Please call Dianne (478) 
272-6341 or Marge (478) 
875-3948 for reservations 
or cancellations by Tues-
day, July 21, 2026. The buf-
fet cost is $21.00, inclusive, 
and requires a reservation. 
We ask that you honor your 
reservation, cancel it, or give 
it to a friend. The printing of 
our invitations is a courtesy 
and generosity of the Farm-
ers State Bank. 

Dublin	After	5	Women's	
Connection	celebrating	
country's	250th	anniversary
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD   These invasive insects 

may not be a familiar sight 
yet, but researchers pre-
dict the spotted lanternfly 
population in Georgia will 
continue to increase in the 
coming years, which could 
spell trouble for the state’s 
fruit crops. 

Elizabeth McCarty, an 
associate professor at the 
University of Georgia who 
studies invasive insects, 
said the spotted lantern-
flies thrive while feed-
ing on trees of heaven, a 
fast-growing and highly 
invasive tree in Georgia. 
She emphasized the im-
portance of tracking the 
growing spotted lanternfly 
population. 

The invasive insect was 
first seen in Georgia in 
2024 but has so far only 
been observed near Atlan-
ta. 

“Right now, it’s moni-
toring the population and 
looking for it,” she said. 
“Some agencies have mon-
itoring programs where 

Spotted lanternflies are 
inching closer to Georgia crops

they’re looking for it in areas 
that are higher risk, closer 
to Atlanta. And so far, they 
have not found it outside the 
Atlanta area.” 

But McCarty said the 
species’ confinement is like-
ly to change based on its mi-
gration patterns in northern 
states. 

Spotted lanternflies first 
arrived in the United States 
in 2014, but have rapid-
ly spread from their initial 
sighting in Pennsylvania 
across much of the East 
Coast. Fulton County is 
the farthest south that the 
insects have been detect-
ed, according to an online 
mapping tool developed 
by UGA’s Center for Inva-
sive Species and Ecosystem 
Health. In June, the online 
map system reported 28 
spotted lanternfly sightings 
in Fulton County, all verified 
by an expert. 

“It seems that it’s most 
problematic on grapes,” Mc-

Carty said. “That’s the in-
dustry we expect to be most 
directly impacted, but it 
will also feed on things like 
peaches and plums, and po-
tentially affect those crops 
as well.”

When you see a spotted 
lanternfly, McCarty and 
other invasive species ex-
perts encourage Georgians 
to smash the insects and re-
port them.

A growing spotted lan-
ternfly population threat-
ens one of the Peach State’s 
top industries: agriculture, 
which brings in more than 
$70 billion annually. For 
farmers across Georgia, ear-
ly detection of the invasive 
insects will be key, accord-
ing to McCarty. 

State Rep. Robert Dick-
ey, who owns a peach and 
timber farm in Musella, said 
he’s aware of the risk that 
spotted lanternflies may 
pose to Georgia farmers. 

“It will always be anoth-

er pest to have to control 
during the growing season, 
and so it will be expensive 
and potentially an economic 
drain,” Dickey said.

But Dickey was optimis-
tic, saying he thinks Georgia 
farmers are “resilient” and 
will be able to face spotted 
lanternflies along with other 
insects, disease and weath-
er. He noted the importance 
of implementing both short-
term prevention and long-
term eradication programs, 
adding that UGA’s invasive 
species center has already 
started working on those ef-
forts.

The Georgia Depart-
ment of Agriculture advises 
people to follow the same 
prevention protocols that 
McCarty recommends when 
they spot the invasive in-
sects: take a photo, smash 
the bug and report the sight-
ing to the Georgia Invasive 
Species Task Force’s online 
tool. 

By ELLIE FIVAS
Georgia Recorder

620 Pinehill Rd., Dublin, Georgia 31021 • 478-277-0333   
www.marriott.com/DBNFI



Months before the cur-
tain rose for “Annie” I was 
being asked if I had intend-
ed to try out for a part in this 
week’s “Grease.” My answer 
was a quick, “No!”

 The only way I would 
think about it is if there was 
a part for Coach Vince Cal-
houn, who was played by 
the great Sid Caesar. That 
part has always been one 
of my favorites, especially 
when he ended his pep ral-
ly by saying, “And, after the 
slaughter is over, we’re gon-
na come back here and ring 
that victory bell. Like we al-
ways wanted to.”

 Sadly, Coach Calhoun 
is not in the stage version, 
and neither will I. There is 
no role for a 50-something, 
bald-head man even if I was 
offered a wig. Eventually 
I told someone, “nobody 
wants to see the AARP ver-
sion of “Grease.”

 Not to mention I heard 
they have been cutting a rug 
for this production. Thank-
fully, I will be watching 
them do this from the com-
fort of my seat in the the-
ater. 

 From last summer’s 
production of “Guys and 
Dolls,” to the November 
shows of “The Best Christ-
mas Pageant Ever,” and last 
April’s “Annie,” I had been 
involved in many practices 

and performances. In fact, 
I figured out that except for 
two months between May 
2025 and April 2026, I was 
involved in a DCT produc-
tion.

 I enjoyed every minute 
of those productions, yes 
even those that were stress-
ful and frustrating. Those 
moments helped prepare us 
for the future performanc-
es.

 Even before DCT began 
in 2023, I had the opportu-
nity to interview and write 
stories about Dublin Main 
Street Players, a group of 
people who enjoy putting on 
a variety of shows from dra-
ma to mystery. These shows 
were usually done in small 
settings, though they did do 
a few at Theatre Dublin.

 In 2023, Glenda Berry, 
now the Theatre Director 
for the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority, brought 
with her the idea of starting 
DCT. In my first interview 
with Berry when she was 
hired, she said, “Coming to 
downtown should be a spe-
cial experience for people, 
and that’s what we want to 
do.”

 By that summer DCT 
was taking its first steps 
with participants audition-
ing for “Bye Bye Birdie.” By 
late July, the show opened, 
and in my opinion, DCT has 

not looked back. Instead of 
not much going on at The-
atre Dublin, now we can 
count on five if not six pro-
ductions a year. 

 “The theatre was estab-
lished, really in the hope that  
we could have a community 
theater that was going to 
reach a larger audience and 
involve more people,” Berry 
told me when I interviewed 
her for the “Bye Bye Birdie” 
preview. 

 Many people from not 
only our community, but 
the middle Georgia area, 
have shared their talents in 
a DCT production. This in-
cludes the bands, sound and 
light technicians and back-
stage helpers. 

Everyone doing their 

part to put on a great show 
for the many who have 
continued to show up for 
the performances. There is 
something about watching 
these productions come 
together. Yes, at times it is 
stressful, but the ship al-
ways seems to right itself 
before opening night.

 Along the way, the cast 
and crew you work with be-
come a family. And as much 
as you are ready for the per-
formances, there is some 

sadness when the final bow 
comes in that last perfor-
mance. After all, you have 
spent months putting in a 
lot of hours to memorize 
lines, learn choreography, 
and in the days leading up 
to opening night, where the 
props need to be for various 
scenes.

 It comes together like 
magic. I’ve been in three 
DCT productions, and when 
I see former castmates out 
and about, it is always fun 

to stop and chat about how 
they are doing and if they 
are in or plan to be in any 
upcoming shows.

 For this week, Jill and I 
will take a seat in the audi-
ence to cheer on and enjoy 
“Grease.” 

I know a lot of hard 
work has been put into it. 
We never know about our 
future acting roles, but for 
now, we will be spectators 
and root on our DCT family.

 Break a leg!
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"I	never	plan	tomorrow	because	I	don't	even	know	what	I'm	
doing	today."	

- Coco Rocha

THOUGHT FOR TODAY... EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...
July	14,	2026	is...	
•Shark	Awareness	Day
•National	Tape	Measure	Day
•Pandemonium	Day
•National	Mac	and	Cheese	Day
•Cow	Appreciation	Day
•Bastille	Day
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No one wants to see the AARP version of 'Grease'

By PAYTON 
TOWNS III

"The	Spirit	then	lifted	me	up	and	took	me	away,	and	I	went	in	
bitterness	and	in	the	anger	of	my	spirit,	with	the	strong	hand	of	
the	Lord	on	me."

	- Ezekiel 3:14

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

 Recently there were 
interviews on TV35 of those 
who graduated from local 
high schools and came back 
to Dublin to live. Mind you 
a small few. Why do most 
not return: the lack of vision 
and employment.

 It sure would be nice 
if The Courier Herald would 
have a delivery service 
again. We get ours through 
the Dudley mail service 
now. It’s usually 7 p.m. 
when the mail is delivered, 
which is poor, poor custom-
er service.

 Now that The Cou-
rier Herald has USPS de-
livery service will this or-
ganization please remove 
these boxes and poles from 
all over Lauren’s County 
please!

 City Code Enforce-
ment should require the 
store next to Chick-fil-A to 
clean up. Everyone in the 
drive-thru sees it, and it 
reflects poorly on Dublin. 
Clean up this mess.

 A divided system lim-
its us—a unified Dublin–

Laurens unlocks potential, 
strengthens leadership and 
builds momentum for gen-
erations. Talk to your com-
missioners about consolida-
tion. It’s a must.

 Consolidation is not 
just about saving money—it 
is about building one iden-
tity, one direction and one 
future for everyone who 
calls the community home. 
Talk to your commissioners 
about consolidation.

 Ever since my lit-
tle 13-year-old dog passed 
three days ago, I have been 
wondering why are their 
lives so short? Is it because 
we are put on this earth to 
learn how to love? And un-
like us humans, they get it 
so quick, so complete, so 
unconditional that they are 
out of here.

 The Dublin City 
Schools has let the system 
play out far too long. The 
taxpayers that pay taxes are 
the ones that are complain-
ing. There are so many peo-
ple out there who do not pay 
taxes.

 Have something to say about life in Dublin and Laurens 

County? We want to hear it. Tell It is a space for community voic-

es: praise, frustration, questions, and everything in between.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Keep it local. Submissions should focus on issues, people, and 

places in Dublin and Laurens County. We are not the right venue 

for commentary on national politics or public figures outside our 
community.

Be civil. Personal attacks, profanity, and hate speech will not 

be published. Criticism is welcome; name-calling is not.

Stick to the facts. Submissions must not contain false state-

ments of fact about identifiable individuals or organizations. We 
cannot publish content that is defamatory or exposes the Courier 
Herald to legal liability.

The Courier Herald reserves the right to edit submissions for 

length and clarity, and to decline any submission at its sole dis-

cretion. Submission does not guarantee publication.

TELL IT! GUIDELINES

 I’m confused. It’s 
2026. Dublin City Schools 
has just now addressed 
gross fiscal, possibly crim-
inal mismanagement dis-
covered three years ago. The 
Dublin City Board of Edu-
cation approved a correc-
tive action plan last week to 
address findings in its 2023 
audit to include tighter con-
trols on finances, personnel 
records and credit card us-
age…” After internal audits, 
independent audits, two 
state audits and an ongo-
ing GBI audit, the board is 

just now, three years after 
the fact, approving a cor-
rective action plan. It took 
them three years to decide 
on a corrective action plan? 
I suppose it will take anoth-

 Stop imagining, think. 
Free! Free! Free! 
And when the free runs 

out, everyone will contrib-
ute according to his ability 
and will receive according 
to his need. Ah, so! Lenin’s 
socialist utopia, Lennon’s 
(John) “imaginary” world: 
“The brotherhood of man - 
no countries (borders), no 
religion, no possessions, 
no greed, no hunger, all the 
people sharing - imagine, 
it’s easy if you try.” 

I agree! 
It is easy to imagine in 

the beginning: All the peo-

ple sharing from a huge 
reservoir of resources taken 
from Musk, Bezos, LeBron, 
et al. 

What is not so easy to 
imagine is all the people 
sharing when the reservoir 
runs dry. There will be trou-
ble. 

Some utopians will not 
give their fair share, and 
some will take more than 
their fair share! Thus com-
rades Mamdani, Bernie, 
AOC will need to give ac-
cording to their ability: 
oversight. 

There will be “compul-

sory sharing” - doublespeak 
for slavery. There will be a 
new version of ICE, inequal-
ity correction and eradica-
tion as once again the so-
cialist brotherhood of man 
becomes a brotherhood of 
slaves subject to new mas-
ters. 

As always, the socialist 
dream is smashed upon the 
Gibraltar of human nature. 
The socialist imagines man 
to be by nature good but 
corrupted by environment, 
capitalism for instance. 

Ha! 
Our Sunday school kids 

know better than this: Adam 
and Eve sinned in paradise 
not a corrupt culture. 

Uh, oh! 
We have too few in Sun-

day school now. Small won-
der that “no religion” is al-
ways a socialist plank. Come 
to think of it, however, it 
is not just Christians who 
know that man is not intrin-
sically good. So do all pre-
school teachers who’ve had 
two toddlers and one toy! 

Don’t take my word for 
it - nor that of fat cat Amer-
ican socialists enjoying our 
freedoms and prosperi-

ty. Rather ask the folks in 
Cuba, Venezuela, China or 
Russia - folks who have ex-
perienced the real thing, not 
the imaginary kind. 

America has proven to 
be the greatest nation of 
all time. She has provided 
the greatest freedoms, the 
greatest opportunity, the 
greatest wealth - far out-
stripping all others. 

She has better tamed/
chained the monster of hu-
man nature than all others 
in spite of some serious in-
consistencies and failures. 
We continue to work toward 

a more perfect union. 
But as great, as powerful 

as America is, she sits upon 
a precarious pinnacle - the 
rising generation! 

God forbid that we, the 
current generation, fail to 
train up our children theo-
logically and historically 
that they might resist the 
seduction of the socialist 
dream! 

We are getting danger-
ously close! 

Tony Price
Dublin, Ga.

er three years to implement 
this plan? 
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 A legislative study committee 
aimed at improving the appeals 
process for those convicted of 
crimes in Georgia will hold its first 
meeting Friday to address a sys-
tem that Georgia Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Nels Peterson la-
beled “broken” and “a mess” in an 
opinion issued earlier this year.

The case centered around 
Joshua Sanders, an Alabama man 
who was convicted in 2023 of kill-
ing two Georgia women in Vidalia. 
The day after he was sentenced, 
he filed a motion for a new trial, 
which was later denied. In an ap-
peal to that denial, he claimed that 
his court-appointed lawyers were 
ineffective during his trial, and 
that the lawyers who filed the ap-
peal did not mention his ineffec-
tive counsel claims when request-
ing a new trial. 

Joshua B. Smith, Sanders’ cur-
rent attorney, argued that his cli-
ent’s claim of ineffective counsel 
fulfilled a two-prong requirement 
that the legal representation be 
deficient and that the deficiency 
alter the outcome of the case. The 
trial court attorney, he said, failed 
to properly shape his client’s nar-
rative, leading him to reveal in-
criminating information about his 
drug use and plans to start an es-
cort business to the jury.

“All competent lawyers know 
to avoid asking their clients ques-
tions on the stand that would paint 
them as pimps or drug dealers, and 
do nothing to add or support any 
potential defense,” Smith wrote in 
a brief filed with the Georgia Su-
preme Court.

But briefs filed by both the 
Georgia attorney general’s office 
and the Middle Judicial Circuit 
district attorney’s office dispute 
Smith’s claims, arguing that the 
claim of ineffective counsel would 
not have prevented Sanders’ con-
viction and didn’t follow prop-
er procedure that requires such 
claims to be raised during the mo-
tion for the new trial.

Sanders “has not shown that 

there would be a reasonable prob-
ability of a different outcome at 
trial if this testimony had been 
curtailed,” the attorney general’s 
office wrote in their brief.

The state Supreme Court ulti-
mately upheld the conviction in 
an unanimous decision released in 
March. But in a concurring opin-
ion, Peterson wrote that the case 
highlights a much broader set of 
problems within the state’s legal 

system. Most states allow ineffec-
tive trial claims to be filed through 
a habeas corpus petition, which 
can be filed even after a defendant 
has exhausted all other options for 
appealing their case. 

The fact that Georgia requires 
ineffective counsel claims to be 
raised during the motion for a new 
trial, Peterson argued, makes the 
state an “outlier,” bogging down 
the system and ultimately increas-

ing costs for both district attor-
neys and public defenders. 

“No rational person would have 
chosen the system we have today 
if presented with it as a whole,” 
Peterson said in his opinion. Im-
proving the system unilaterally 
“far exceeds the judicial power,” 
he added, calling on the Legisla-
ture to address the issues.

“In short, the system is broken. 
We did a lot of the breaking. But it 
will require legislative action to fix 
it,” Peterson wrote. 

Rep. Scott Holcomb, a law-
yer and Atlanta Democrat on the 
committee, said he expects legis-
lators to examine how other states 
handle claims of ineffective coun-
sel, and possibly work to “decou-
ple” such claims from requests for 
a new trial.

For trial court lawyers who are 
legitimately inadequate, Holcomb 
said, “that person is not going to 
say ‘I didn’t do my job and I was 
ineffective.’ So you have to bring 
in different lawyers to do that, 
which then slows down the sys-
tem because that person has to get 
completely up to speed.”

According to Holcomb, sep-
arating those two processes will 
likely have bipartisan support. But 
the question of how to provide le-
gal representation to allow defen-
dants to file habeas petitions “is 
going to be a little bit more com-
plicated, and there will be some 
potential costs to the state,” Hol-
comb said.

The committee is scheduled to 
meet Friday afternoon at the Na-
than Deal Judicial Center, which 
is home to the Georgia Supreme 
Court, in Atlanta.

Legislative panel to confront Georgia's 'broken' post-conviction system
By MAYA HOMAN
Georgia Recorder

Legislators convened at the Nathan Deal Judicial Center to address Georgia's post-conviction landscape, 
which Supreme Court Chief Justice Nels Peterson labeled "broken" and "a mess" in an opinion issued earlier 
this year/JOHN MCCOSH, Georgia Recorder

 Ron Daniels, the official attorney for the Montgomery 
County Board of Commissioners and a number of other 
Georgia local authorities, received the Ross Adams Award 
from the Young Lawyers division of the State Bar of Geor-
gia’s 2026 annual meeting.

The Ross Adams Award is the second highest honor he 
can receive as a Georgia lawyer, Daniels said, right after the 
Lifetime Achievement Award, which he said he is far too 
young to receive.

“It really is the penultimate award a young lawyer – a 
former Young Lawyer division president – can receive 
other than the Lifetime Achievement from the State Bar 
of Georgia, and I obviously am nowhere near the point in 
my life where I should be getting a lifetime achievement 
award,” he said. “So, it’s pretty much the highest honor I 
could get.”

Daniels served as the 76th president of the Young Law-
yers division from 2022 to 2023, where he had to make the 
decision on who would receive the Ross Adams award. He 
described the process as “grueling” as he was unsure who to 
pick, eventually settling on John C. Sammon.

“It’s hard for me to imagine myself getting this award, 
and I hope that as much as people think I earned it, that I 
actually do all those things, and keep doing them and keep 
earning it,” said Daniels. “Because, I don’t think it’s just 
something you go put on a shelf. I think it’s a commitment 
to this is what you’ve done, and this is what you’re going to 
keep doing.”

Daniels was not originally committed to becoming a 
lawyer. He likened his early career ambitions to his young 
daughter who, when asked what she would like to be when 
she grows up, answers “a pirate astronaut.”

“The closest thing I had to… any experience with law-
yers was watching Matlock with my grandparents during 
the summer,” said Daniels. 

Daniel’s version of the pirate astronaut became a desire 
to be a history teacher as he became the first in his family to 
go to college. He began considering law school at the sug-
gestion of some friends, and eventually found himself in a 
business law course while attending Georgia Southwestern 
State University in Americus.

“I enjoyed it, and I asked [the professor] if I could come 
intern with him for a semester and get class credit for it, 
and he agreed to,” said Daniels.

The jury trials and municipal work he assisted with 
during his internship spurred Daniels to apply for law 
school. He graduated in May 2012, took the bar exam in 
July and received his results in October.

Daniels began his work representing government au-
thorities with the Heart of Georgia Regional Airport Au-
thority in Eastman, assisting the authority during a tran-
sition period. Through his work in Eastman, he caught the 
attention of the Perry-Houston County Airport Authority 
and eventually local governments.

Today, Daniels represents several local government au-
thorities, including Montgomery County, Telfair County, 
the Eastman-Dodge County Development Authority, the 
Heart of Georgia Regional Airport Authority, the city of 
Ryan, the city of Milan and the Perry-Houston County Air-
port Authority. He also represents the seven Department 
of Corrections facilities in the local circuit, as well as the 
circuits division of child support services.

“I have a fun calendar,” said Daniels.
In Montgomery County, Daniels serves as the appoint-

ed attorney for the Montgomery County Board of Commis-
sioners. In addition to representing the board and other 
Montgomery County departments in court, he also pro-
vides them with legal advice during government meetings, 
as well as enforcing parliamentary procedure.

“It’s to, if they have legal questions during the meeting, 
to opine about those things and give them an opinion,” said 
Daniels.

During most Montgomery County Board of Commis-

sioners meetings, Daniels sits alongside the board mem-
bers, ready to provide legal counsel when called upon or 
when the topic calls for a legal expert.

For many questions, Daniels already has an answer at 
hand, such as whether or not the board can implement an 
ordinance mandating residents only own a green car (ac-
cording to Daniels, the answer is no). He also has access to 
his laptop during meetings in order to research any issues 
which he may not know.

“Sometimes you get questions that you have to go look, 
and I’m always somewhat careful about that, just because 
sometimes you are surprised with what’s out there, what 
you can and cannot do,” said Daniels.

Another one of Daniel's responsibilities as county at-
torney is to assist in drafting local ordinances and other 
legislative documents. When working on these documents, 
Daniels attempts to research similar legislation in Georgia 
to guide his drafting process.

“There’s a lot of research that goes into that just right 
out of the gate, because what I have found in 14 years of 
practicing law is that somebody most likely has done it be-
fore, and there’s some benefit to that because you see what 
works and you see what doesn’t work,” said Daniels.

He also makes an effort to anticipate what his clients 
– the board – will want in a particular ordinance and in-
corporate those desires into the document as best he can. 
For example, when the board discussed a potential land 
use ordinance regarding data centers on July 9, Daniels 
preemptively incorporated a suggestion from Commission-
er Leland Adams into the ordinance draft, as he knew the 
board members would likely ask for its inclusion.

He also tries to future-proof ordinances in order to 
avoid amendments due to changes and oversights, since “if 
you do it right the first time, you shouldn’t need to go fiddle 
with it a thousand times.” Although, he admits not every 
problem can be foreseen in advance.

“Ronnie Piper had a quote when he was doing his pro-
mos, [it’s], ‘Just when they think they have all the answers, 
I change all the questions,’” said Daniels. “I think that’s 
very true about life.”

Ron	Daniels	receives	award	from	State	Bar

As representative for several local government agencies 
and authorities, Ron Daniels maintains an organized 
schedule to properly serve his many clients. "It is a lot of 
being very structured and organized on the front end," said 
Daniels. "It keeps me where I'm supposed to be.”
/LOGAN REYNOLDS

By LOGAN REYNOLDS
GTLN

 These invasive insects may not be a familiar sight 
yet, but researchers predict the spotted lanternfly 
population in Georgia will continue to increase in the 
coming years, which could spell trouble for the state’s 
fruit crops. 

Elizabeth McCarty, an associate professor at the 
University of Georgia who studies invasive insects, 
said the spotted lanternflies thrive while feeding on 
trees of heaven, a fast-growing and highly invasive 
tree in Georgia. She emphasized the importance of 
tracking the growing spotted lanternfly population. 

The invasive insect was first seen in Georgia in 
2024 but has so far only been observed near Atlanta. 

“Right now, it’s monitoring the population and 
looking for it,” she said. “Some agencies have moni-
toring programs where they’re looking for it in areas 
that are higher risk, closer to Atlanta. And so far, they 
have not found it outside the Atlanta area.” 

But McCarty said the species’ confinement is likely 
to change based on its migration patterns in northern 
states. 

Spotted lanternflies first arrived in the United 
States in 2014, but have rapidly spread from their 
initial sighting in Pennsylvania across much of the 
East Coast. Fulton County is the farthest south that 
the insects have been detected, according to an online 
mapping tool developed by UGA’s Center for Invasive 
Species and Ecosystem Health. 

In June, the online map system reported 28 spot-
ted lanternfly sightings in Fulton County, all verified 
by an expert. 

“It seems that it’s most problematic on grapes,” 
McCarty said. “That’s the industry we expect to be 
most directly impacted, but it will also feed on things 
like peaches and plums, and potentially affect those 
crops as well.”

When you see a spotted lanternfly, McCarty and 
other invasive species experts encourage Georgians 
to smash the insects and report them.

A growing spotted lanternfly population threatens 
one of the Peach State’s top industries: agriculture, 
which brings in more than $70 billion annually. For 
farmers across Georgia, early detection of the inva-
sive insects will be key, according to McCarty. 

State Rep. Robert Dickey, who owns a peach and 
timber farm in Musella, said he’s aware of the risk 
that spotted lanternflies may pose to Georgia farmers. 

“It will always be another pest to have to control 
during the growing season, and so it will be expensive 
and potentially an economic drain,” Dickey said.

But Dickey was optimistic, saying he thinks Geor-
gia farmers are “resilient” and will be able to face 
spotted lanternflies along with other insects, disease 
and weather. He noted the importance of implement-
ing both short-term prevention and long-term eradi-
cation programs, adding that UGA’s invasive species 
center has already started working on those efforts.

The Georgia Department of Agriculture advises 
people to follow the same prevention protocols that 
McCarty recommends when they spot the invasive 
insects: take a photo, smash the bug and report the 
sighting to the Georgia Invasive Species Task Force’s 
online tool. 

“As time goes on, we are seeing the known popula-
tion area expand,” McCarty said. “That’s where public 
education is important.”

By ELLIE FIVAS
Georgia Recorder

Spotted lanternflies 
inching closer to crops
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PEARLS	BEFORE	SWINE BY	STEPHAN	PASTIS

GARFIELD BY	JIM	DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY	CHIP	DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY	JEFF	CORRIVEAU

In-Law's Sunny Comments Get on Woman's Nerves!
DEAR ABBY: My hus-

band and I have four chil-
dren, two of whom have 
congenital health issues 
we've been managing. One 
child is leading a "normal" 
life and is a spunky little 
kid. Our other child may 
be more impacted down 
the road, and we contin-
ue to seek answers. If peo-
ple ask how either one of 
them is doing, we are open 
to sharing. Depending on 
how close we are to family 
or friends, we may share a 
bit more or a bit fewer of 
the details. It's an approach 
that has been working, and 
in return, we mostly receive 
supportive feedback.

 �e issue is that my fa-
ther-in-law always has a 
comment to make. I am 
sure he means well, but he 
tends to give responses like, 
"Oh, that's probably noth-
ing," "Well, she looks �ne 
to me," or "One day, this 
will all be behind you." It 
gets under my skin. His re-
sponses are either dismis-
sive of our concerns or they 
downplay the extent of the 
illness, especially when it's 
related to the underlying 
health concerns. 

 I always bite my tongue. 
With our more impacted 
child, I have been hesitant 
to share anything because 
I don't want to hear his 
comments. �e matter is 
serious from what we know 
right now, and my husband 
did share some of it with 
his parents because he felt 

they needed to know. With 
things now in the open, I 
expect follow-up questions 
from them. 

 To prepare for more 
comments, how can I re-
spectfully let my FIL know 
they are unnecessary and, 
at times, hurtful to us be-
cause we are doing so much 
to care for our children? 
I'm afraid one of his next 
comments will be the last 
straw for me, and I don't 
want to react disrespectful-
ly. -- ANXIOUS DAUGH-
TER-IN-LAW

 DEAR DIL: Your father-
in-law may be attempting 
to put a positive spin on a 
di�cult subject when he 
downplays the problems 
your child is facing. �e 
way to deal with this would 
be to gather your thoughts 
and have an honest conver-
sation with him about how 
it makes you feel. If you do, 
there is less likelihood of 

your exploding upon hear-
ing what may be his attempt 
to be supportive.

**
 DEAR ABBY: I am writ-

ing for your help in bring-
ing attention to a disability 
issue I �nd unacceptable. 
I am partially deaf. I use 
closed captions on televi-
sions and online. Howev-
er, I am increasingly frus-
trated that televisions in 
public places like hospitals, 
doctors' waiting rooms, 
restaurants, etc., never have 
closed captions activated. 
Public places are required 
to have disability parking, 
so why can't my disabili-
ty be accommodated? I'm 
hoping you can make these 
public places aware of this 
simple accommodation for 
the hearing-impaired pub-
lic. -- CINCINNATI CC 
ADVOCATE

 DEAR CC ADVOCATE: 
In many regions and many 
businesses, it is the norm 
to mute the volume and 
turn on the captions for the 
comfort of everyone. Of-
ten, the television chatter is 
an unwelcome distraction, 
or, in a more social space, 
it would be impossible to 
hear the audio even if you 
wanted to.

 For those who haven't 
caught on that this is the 
practical way to go, I'm 
happy to spread the word. 
In public areas, television 
programs are better seen 
than heard!

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

PLUGGERS BY	JEFF	MACNELLYZIGGY BY	TOM	WILSON	



 The last time this even 
was held at Walmart, The 
Salvation Army was able to 
collect approximately 2,000 
school supplies. Every note-
book, pencil, backpack and 
even a pack of paper would 
help a student start the 

school year off on the right 
step, she said.
 “If everyone donated just 
a pack of paper, just think 
about how many stacks of 
paper we would have,” Todd 
said. 
 Those wishing to partici-
pate can take a list and pur-
chase as many school sup-
plies as they would like and 

drop them in the bin on the 
way out of the store. They 
can also donate money and 
specifically say it is for the 
Stuff the Bus campaign.
 “If they do that, we’ll go 
out and purchase the items,” 
Todd said. “Whatever peo-
ple can do will go a long way 
in helping the students. You 
think many are able to go to 

school prepared, but then 
you will be surprised how 
many do not have anything.”
 If people do not partici-
pate in this weekend’s event, 
they can drop off new school 
supplies or a donation at 
the local Dublin Salvation 
Army, 2378 Highway 80. 
 For more information, 
call (478) 275-7336.

The Courier Herald 	 Tuesday,	July	14,	2026	•7

would end of the current 
fiscal year with a $13.4 mil-
lion deficit. The district has 
significantly cut spending 
– which included mid-year 
terminations of several 
dozen teachers and other 
staffers – but still owes the 
state about $5 million in 
overdue payments to the 
State Health Benefit Plan.
 Here is the complete 
statement issued Friday 
the school board:
 "As the community is 
aware, the Board of Educa-
tion has spent a great deal 
of time, effort, and energy 
searching for a superin-
tendent to lead this Dis-
trict. On June 17, 2026, the 
Board named Dr. DeMarco 
Holland as the sole finalist 
for the position because we 
believed he was the right 
person to pilot the District 
at this critical juncture and 
for many years to come. 
 While that sentiment 
has not changed, the 
Board has been unable to 
reach an agreement with 
Dr. Holland for a compen-
sation package that is tol-
erable for the Board and 
respectful to the District’s 
current financial situation. 
While the Board and Dr. 
Holland recognized that he 
would necessarily experi-
ence a salary reduction to 
become Superintendent of 
Dublin City Schools, it ul-
timately became apparent 
that any potential agree-
ment would pose too great 
of a sacrifice for either Dr. 
Holland or the Board of 
Education. As a result, Dr. 
Holland was notified earli-
er today that the Board was 
concluding the superinten-
dent search process and 
regretted being unable to 
reach an agreement. 
 Recognizing and ac-
cepting this outcome of 
the superintendent search 
process has been painfully 
difficult. But at the end of 
the day, Board members 
collectively could not justi-
fiably expend an amount of 
the District’s extremely fi-

nite funds that would have 
been necessary to reach 
an agreement. More im-
portantly, the Board could 
not expect the community 
to accept such an expendi-
ture. 
 The Board does not 
fault Dr. Holland for this 
outcome in any way, and 
wishes him the best in his 
future endeavors. While 
we were ultimately not 
able to reach an agreement 
for him to lead Dublin City 
Schools, we believe that he 
will likely be seen leading 
another school district to 
success in the very near fu-
ture. 
 As for the immediate 
administrative leadership 
of Dublin City Schools, the 
Board does not want to 
hastily rush into determin-
ing future plans for such 
an important matter. The 
Board intends to extend 
Interim Superintendent 
Marcee Pool’s contract in 
that position through July 
31, 2026, and over the next 
few weeks will work to de-
velop a plan to move for-
ward.”
 The board also made 
other personnel changes, 
including a principal, Ne-
shika Coney Devine, for 
the new Irish Gifted Acad-
emy Magent School.
 • Resignations: Chelsea 
Maddox, administrative 
assistant, Dublin High; 
Aylin Delgado, paraprofes-
sional, Irish Gifted Acade-
my
 • New hires: Jarad Neas-
man, director of transpor-
tation, bus shop; Danielle 
Shenk, nurse, Dublin Mid-
dle; Tameco Pauldo-May, 
academic coach, Susie 
Dasher Elementary; Betty 
Corbitt, contracted ser-
vices, Central Office; Joyce 
Davis, contracted services, 
Central Office; Neshika 
Coney Devine, principal, 
IGA Magnet School; Dim-
tra Veal, teacher, Dublin 
Middle; Susan Thornton, 
teacher, Dublin High; 
Maritza O'Neal, SPED 
administrative assistant, 
Central Office

DUBLIN SCHOOLS
Continued from page 1

on the east shoulder for 
about 47 feet.
 The trailer overturned 
and came to an uncon-
trolled final stop. The Chev-
rolet went approximately 
34 feet overturned, with the 
back of the vehicle striking 
a tree. The truck came to an 

uncontrolled stop, about 24 
feet from the road.
 No other vehicle was in-
volved in the incident.
 Rawlings was pro-
nounced dead a the scene at 
3:38 p.m. by Laurens Coun-
ty Deputy Coroner Alfred 
Pearson.
 “It is a sad situation,” 
said Coroner Richard Stan-
ley.

too fast for conditions. 
 Dublin District Attor-
ney Harold McLendon said 
Brown had two DUIs in 
Dodge County in February 
of 2025 and one in Laurens 
County before the events of 
March 2025. The state pro-
duced a victim statement 
from Cain’s mother and a 
friend.
 “I lost a daughter,” her 
mother said. “There are no 
words. She no longer has 
a voice. She deserves to be 
here to watch her children 
grow.”
 Her friend said Brown 
made a choice to drink and 
drive.
 “He drank and left her 
on the side of the road,” 
she said. “Christy was more 
than a victim. Please send a 
message that this will not be 
allowed.”
 Public defender Jack 
Dixon agreed that the inci-
dent was a bad situation.
 “I know he is extreme-
ly remorseful,” Dixon said. 
“He would like to very badly 
take the time back.” 
 Brown was given a 
chance to speak, inform-
ing Cain’s family that he is 
aware that he caused her 
death and their pain.
 “I was in a dark place and 
let demons take control,” 
Brown said. “I ask God for 
forgiveness and hope you 

can forgive me.” 
 Dixon asked for his cli-
ent to be sentenced to eight 
years. McLendon disagreed.
 “He has repeatedly driv-
en under influence,” the DA 
said.
 The Georgia State Pa-
trol’s Specialized Collision 
Reconstruction Team in-
vestigated the incident that 
happened on Ben Hall Lake 
Drive. 
 According to a GSP mo-
tor vehicle crash report, 
Brown was driving a Toyota 
Camry north along the road, 
negotiating a left curve. The 
vehicle failed to maintain 
its lane and entered the east 
shoulder with its passen-
ger side and struck Cain, 
who  was walking along the 
shoulder of the road.
 After hitting the pedes-
trian, the Toyota failed to 
stop at the scene.
 “Her brother was on the 
porch and saw this happen,” 
McLendon said. “(Brown) 
went home and covered up 
the car. He believed he got 
away with it. He said he hit 
a deer. He did not hit a deer. 
The GSP was able to get ev-
idence out of the grill of the 
car and it matched the vic-
tim.
 “Some (vehicle homi-
cides) are so egregious that 
you have to do something,” 
he added. “This shows how 
serious I think this was. If 
you are going to drink, don’t 
drive.”

FATAL WRECK
Continued from page 1

HIT-AND-RUN
Continued from page 1

STUFF THE BUS
Continued from page 1

 After years of spending rapidly in-
creasing revenues on new programs 
and pay increases, many of Georgia’s 
school districts are beginning to tight-
en their belts.
 Most of the state’s 180 traditional 
K-12 public school districts have set 
spending plans for the budget year 
that began July 1. While a few are still 
giving pay raises, others are eliminat-
ing vacant positions as enrollment falls 
and property tax growth flattens. Many 
districts are dipping into savings ac-
counts that ballooned during the pan-
demic to avoid spending cuts, at least 
for one more year.
 What’s happening isn’t a financial 
crisis, like the aftermath of the Great 
Recession, when Georgia school dis-
tricts laid off thousands of teachers 
and imposed pay cuts on many more. 
Districts are avoiding raising property 
tax rates amid voter discontent over 
tax bills. But there’s a definite shift in 
the wind, with contraction on the hori-
zon, as student numbers shrink and 
Republicans clamor for property tax 
cuts.
 “We’re at the point where things are 
about to shift,” said Valdosta Superin-
tendent Craig Lockhart.
 Thanks to increases in state spend-
ing, growth in property values and a 
deluge of pandemic-era federal aid, 
Georgia’s school systems saw big 
growth in recent years. 
 Total revenue and spending both 
rose by almost 50% from 2018 to 2024, 
according to data from the Georgia De-
partment of Audit and Accounts. Dis-
tricts rolled up big savings accounts, 
with unassigned fund balances jump-
ing from $2.4 billion statewide in 2019 
to $5.2 billion in 2024.
 Schools boosted pay. The average 
Georgia teacher made $67,641 in 2024, 
according to the Southern Regional 
Education Board, up from $56,329 in 
2018, although that increase fell be-

hind the rate of inflation.
 Districts also hired more. From 
2019 to 2025, schools statewide hired 
the equivalent of 18,000 more full-time 
employees, boosting headcount by 8% 
even as enrollment fell 1%, according 
to the Edunomics Lab at Georgetown 
University.
 “They weren’t only piling the mon-
ey up, they were adding staff in a lot of 
cases,” said Kyle Wingfield, president 
and CEO of the Georgia Public Policy 
Foundation, a free-market think tank.
 But during budget discussions in 
May and June, many district leaders 
said the party’s over.
 “There will be hurdles that we have 
to overcome from a revenue stand-
point, especially to maintain our cur-
rent educational service level,” Coweta 
County Superintendent Evan Horton 
told school board members May 18.
 The 23,000-student district elim-
inated teaching positions, mostly in 
high schools, administrators said.
 “Through attrition, we’re reducing 
47 teaching positions. No one is losing 
a job,” Assistant Superintendent Keith 
Chapman told Coweta board members.
 A number of districts are balanc-
ing budgets by dipping into reserves. 
The Georgia Recorder found that six 
of Georgia’s 10 largest school districts 
plan to spend down accumulated cash 
this year, using $175 million in savings 
overall.
 Some withdrawals are small – Cobb 
County plans to spend $6 million, an 
amount that frugal spending or high-
er-than-expected property tax collec-
tions could make up. But Fulton Coun-
ty plans to spend $57 million of its 
$269 million fund balance. The district 
with 85,000 students says it’s using its 
savings as a cushion while it whittles 
down expenses to a sustainable level 
over multiple years.
 Some reductions could be painful. 
Fulton County’s budget includes a fur-
lough day next May, cutting pay for all 
employees by one day. Districts relied 
heavily on furloughs to save money 

during the recession. 
 The furlough day may not happen. 
Fulton County also proposed a one-day 
furlough in the just-ended budget, but 
found enough money to pay employees 
for their full contracts. But Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Marvin Dereef said he 
couldn’t remember when Fulton last 
furloughed employees. “I guess it has 
been a very long time,” he said.
 Some districts are still spending. 
Cherokee County plans a 3% pay raise. 
Atlanta is giving a 1% pay raise and 
plans to cut its property tax rate. But 
most districts fear revenue constrained 
by limits on property taxes and declin-
ing enrollment, while insurance and 
pension costs keep rising.
 Enrollment in Georgia peaked at 
1.77 million students in 2019, never 
fully recovered after the pandemic, 
and has been falling since 2023, driven 
mostly by fewer children being born. 
State aid is generally sent to districts 
on a per-student basis, so fewer stu-
dents means less state money.
 “The new reality for most of these 
districts is going to be declining enroll-
ment,” Wingfield said. 
 Districts could turn to local taxes 
for more revenue, but angry taxpayers 
and Republican lawmakers are lim-
iting their taxing power. Gov. Brian 
Kemp signed a law in May that caps 
property tax assessments at the rate of 
inflation, meaning districts won’t ben-
efit as much from collecting the same 
tax rate on rising property values. The 
2026 law came after most districts opt-
ed out of an earlier cap passed by vot-
ers in 2024.
 Some districts are already hitting 
limits on property tax collections. 
Fulton County has been under a local 
assessment cap, and after lawmakers 
approved additional senior citizen ex-
emptions, the district expects property 
tax revenue to fall from $856 million 
to $830 million. In 40,000-student 
Cherokee County, district officials say 
that 30% of total property value is now 
exempt from taxation. 

By JEFF AMY
Georgia Recorder

For school districts, the financial party is over after years of flush spending
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THEATRE DUBLINTHEATRE DUBLINTHEATRE DUBLIN

July 16 - 7 PM

July 17 - 7 PM

July 18 - 2 PM

July 19 - 2 PM 

TICKETS

VIP - $25

GENERAL - $20

BUY Tickets at

purplepass.com/dctgrease

or call 478-272-2560

 to reserve seats &

pay at door. 
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Vol. 019 | Join Herald the Hound every Tuesday on Kids' Corner from The Courier Herald

Brought to you by

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS
Teachers, do you want us to visit your classroom next school year? Students, do you have artwork, poems or stories you want to submit for possible publication? 
Email us at read@courierheraldtoday.com. 

Herald's 
coloring cha�enge
Herald the Hound has returned with a new coloring challenge! Color the illustration above 
and send your artwork to read@courierheraldtoday.com. It just may be featured in a future 
edition of Kids' Corner!
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