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 For the first time in decades, the 
bell at First African Baptist Church 
rang out Sunday afternoon follow-

ing an almost $20,000 restoration. 
 The church, located at 405 Tel-

fair St., held a Sunday afternoon 
celebration to mark the occasion, 
which was also a Georgia 250 event.

 “I want to thank God for those 
who gave their money to be used so 
that this (restoration) went from a 
vision to a reality,” said Rev. Keith 
Anderson during Sunday’s pro-

gram. “As of today, it is ringing 
again.” 

 The plan is for the bell to ring ev-

ery Sunday morning at 11. 
 The restoration, which took 

place between March and July, hap-

pened after members of Leadership 
Georgia’s Class of 2026 visited the 
church during a church program 
called “One Day: Dublin’s Civil 
Rights Experience.”

 Davis told the group that Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave his 
first public speech at the historic 
church in 1944. He also mentioned 
that getting the bell to ring again 
was on the church's wishlist. That 
resonated with the group. 

About a week later, members  of 

the group reached out to the church 
to inform them they wanted to take 
this on as a project.

 Jenna Riddle, a member of 
Leadership Georgia's Class of 2026, 
talked about the group’s role in the 
bell restoration. The class wanted to 
do something in return for the hos-

pitality they had received in Dublin, 
and knew that helping make the 
bell's restoration a reality was the 
answer.

 “We are honored to be a small 
part of the restoration of this his-

toric bell in this historic place,” 
said Riddle, who grew up in Lau-

rens County. “Our hope is that the 
dedication of this bell helps people 
see the power of listening, learning 
and building relationships with this 
community for years to come.” 

 Anderson, along with Deaconess 
Laura Irvin and Deacons Earnest 
Wade and Jerry Davis, pulled the  
rope hanging from the bell, which 
weighs approximately 3,000 lbs. 

 “Hearing the bell ring brought 
joy into our hearts and souls for the 
first time in 45 to 50 years,” Davis 
said.

 The bell did not ring out too loud-

ly, but Davis said they were able to 
find out what happened when they 
showed a video of the event to Russ 

Richards, who helped in the resto-

ration project.
 “He realized that with all of us 

pulling on the rope at one time, and 
not letting it release like it is sup-

posed to, that is why the bell did not 
sound as loud as it should have,” 
Davis said.

 The bell is located above the 
main entrance of the sanctuary. The 
only way to get to the restored bell 
is by climbing up a ladder inside the 
church. 

 When Davis moved back to Dub-

lin, he was told about the bell and 

began researching it. He discovered 
that their bell was cast by the C.S. 
Bell Company in Hillsboro, Ohio. 
The bell assembly's total weight is 
3,150 pounds, making it the largest 
bell cast by the company.

 In 1897, the 54-inch bell sold 
for $168.75. By 1934, the price 
was $375. Today the price of this 
bell would be between $3,000 to 
$5,000, Davis said.

 Eventually, Davis said the 

Deaconess Laura Irvin, Rev. Keith Anderson and deacons Earnest Wade 
and Jerry Davis pull the rope to ring the bell at First African Baptist Church 
for the first time in almost 50 years Sunday/PAYTON TOWNS III
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 Work on the new round-

about at the Claxton Dairy 
and Woodlawn Drive inter-

section is on schedule to be 
open for traffic by the end of 
July.

 Engineer Director at 
the city of Dublin Matthew 
Bradshaw said Total Earth 
Services, and workers they 
subcontracted out to, are 
grading the asphalt in order 
to prepare for paving while 
also doing the concrete, 
curb and gutter work. 

 “The goal is to have all 
of the curb done and the 
pavement down so that 
traffic can ride through it,” 
Bradshaw said. “There will 
be temporary striping. Af-
ter it is open, they’ll still be 
working on the sidewalks, 

landscaping and things like 
that which can be done with 
traffic going through the in-

tersection.” 
 The main thing is to 

open it up for traffic when 
students return to Dublin 
City Schools. Bradshaw said 
they want to have the inter-

section open for people to 
use again.

 “I’d like to thank the 
public for working with 
us on the road closure and 

finding alternate routes,” 
Bradshaw said. “This area 
being closed to traffic has 
sped the construction up.”

 The intersection has 
been closed since the end 
of May. When the round-

about is opened, drivers 
need to remember to go to 
the right and yield to traf-
fic on the left.  Cpl. Brian 

Evans, with the Dublin Po-

lice Department’s Highway 
Enforcement of Aggressive 
Traffic (HEAT) said the 
roundabout will slow down 
traffic and keep it moving 
while clearing up the inter-

section faster.
 Evans recalls the times 

when this intersection used 
to give those traveling on 
Claxton Dairy the right-of-
way. Because of so many 
bad wrecks, the intersection 
became a four-way stop in 
2020. That helped, but it 
did create issues when traf-
fic increased or multiple 
vehicles came to a stop at 
about the same time. 

 A roundabout will make 
it easier, Evans said. 

 “This should cut crash-

es down to almost zero,” he 
said. 

 If there is an accident, 
hopefully, it is just a fend-

er-bender.
 “The majority of the ac-

cidents at the roundabout 
on Highway 257, which is in 

Construction workers are on pace to have the roundabout at the Claxton Dairy Road/
Woodlawn Drive intersection opened for traffic by the end of this month/PAYTON TOWNS III

Roundabout work on pace to allow traffic by end of July
By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter
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County: No plans for data center here
Large crowd 
voices opposition
to project officials 
say never existed

 Laurens County is not 
pursuing a data center, 
members of the County 
Commission assured doz-

ens of concerned residents 
who packed their noon 
meeting on Tuesday.

 In fact, they've never dis-

cussed it, Chairman Jimmy 
Rogers said.

 "There is nothing going 
on with data center in Lau-

rens County," said Rogers. 
"It is not in our vocabulary. 
In my seven and a half years 
on this board, we have nev-

er even talked about it."
 The standing-room-only 

crowd turned out after so-

cial media posts and media 
reports over the past two 
weeks called attention to 
a federal grant application 
that mentioned the for-

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

mer Mohawk carpet plant 
as a possible location for a 
data center. The Heart of 
Georgia Altamaha Regional 
Commission, a quasi-gov-

ernmental planning agency, 

applied for funding to po-

tentially test sites for envi-
ronmental contamination.

 The Mohawk property 
was among them, and one of 
its identified uses suggested 

in the application was as a 
data center. The applica-

tion, Regional Commission 
executive director Brett 
Manning told the crowd, 
was rejected anyway.

 "We had to list some 
potential uses. There was 
no government entity, 
no industry tied to this  

Vonda Morton states her case against data centers as fellow concerned residents listen in at Tuesday's meeting 
of the Laurens County Commission/PAYTON TOWNS III
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Historic Dublin church 
bell finally rings again 
after 50 years of silence

CHURCH BELL
Continued on page 8
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OBITUARIES

BIRTHDAYS

July 23
Monica Morales

Dewell Morris
Willie Newkirk

KaDareuntaye Pauldo
Margaret Smith

July 24
Aaron Coney Jr.
DeAsia Johnson
Forbes Mitchell

Maxine Frost Driggers

Funeral services for Mrs. 
Maxine Frost Driggers will 
be held Friday, July 24, 
2026 at 11 a.m. in the Chap-
el of Higgs Funeral Home 
in Soperton. Burial will be 
in the Red Bluff Baptist 
Church Cemetery in Treut-
len County. Rev. Al Soles 
will officiate. Mrs. Driggers 
died Sunday, July 19, 2026.

Mrs. Driggers, 90, was 
the daughter of the late 
George W. and Mollie Hern-
don Frost. She was born in 
Montgomery County on July 
7, 1936 and had lived most 
of her life in Laurens Coun-
ty. She was a retired super-
visor from Oxford Garment 
Company in Dublin and was 
a member of Wilkes Church 
of the Nazarene in Laurens 
County. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Jim-
my Driggers; two brothers, 
C.W. and Edward Frost and 
two sisters, Eulene Graham 
and Annette Branch.

Survivors include sons, 
Larry (Lucy) Driggers of 
Frisco, Texas, David Drig-
gers of Willis, Texas and 
Terry (Janece) Driggers of 
Brazoria, Texas; daughter, 
Debra Fiori of Richmond, 
Texas; adopted daughter, 
Debbie Reid of Rockledge; 
also Billy & Debra Graham, 
Mitchell Graham, Willidean 
Garrett and son Chris, all of 
Rockledge; niece, Carol Cor-
dry and several other nieces 
and nephews.

Pallbearers will be Don-
ald Warnock, Joey Ether-
idge, David Harrell, Mark 
Warnock, Lewis Foskey and 
Phillip White.

The family will begin re-
ceiving friends at 10 a.m. 
Friday at the funeral home.

Higgs Funeral Home 
(higgsfuneralhomeandflo-
rist.com and facebook) of 
Soperton has charge of ar-
rangements.

 Graveside funeral ser-
vices for Linda Colson Gar-
rett, 79, were held at 10 
a.m. Wednesday, July 22, 
2026, at New Bethel Baptist 
Church Cemetery. Rev. Ken 
Rodgers will officiate.

Mrs. Garrett was born 
July 12, 1947, in Sanders-
ville, Georgia. She was the 
daughter of the late David 
Franklin Colson and Gladys 
Hesters Colson. She was also 
preceded in death by her 
twin sister, Glynda Colson, 
and sister, Helen Thomas. 

She was a retired L.P.N. 

Linda Colson Garrett

 Funeral services for Ms. 
Demetria E. Whipple, of 
East Dublin, Georgia, will be 
held on Saturday, July 25, 
2026, at 12 p.m. at the Rice 
Hill Baptist Church, 2706 
Moore Station Road, Dub-
lin. Rev. Abraham Crockett 
will deliver the eulogy.  In-
terment will follow in the 
Dudley Memorial Cemetery. 

 Ms. Whipple was born 
on Monday, Feb. 13, 1978 
to the late Louise Boynton 
and the late Rufus Wilmore 
Jr.  She received her Associ-
ates, Bachelors and Masters 
in criminal justice.  She was 
employed with Home In-
stead for six years as a home 
health aide.  She loved yard 
sales, walks, Chinese foods, 
trying restaurants, and puz-
zles.

She passed away on 
Tuesday, July 14, 2026.  She 
was preceded in death by 
her mother, Louise Boyn-
ton, father, Rufus Wilmore 
Jr, and uncle, Rev. Marcus 
Anthony.

She leaves to cherish her 
memories her sons, Ja’Ken-
zea Boynton and Quintez 
Thompkins; brother, Der-
rick Boyton; grandchildren, 
Celeste Boynton, Cyun 
Boynton, and Ja’Kira Boyn-
ton; nephew and nieces, 
Kendall Boynton, Kendra 
Boynton and Alliyah Boyn-
ton; aunt, Cora Anthony; 
and a host of other family 
and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.

Demetria E. Whipple

 Funeral services for Ma-
hala Minter Nix, 67 will be 
held at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
July 23, 2026, at Marie Bap-
tist Church, with interment 
to follow in the church cem-
etery. Rev. Bobby Hutto will 
officiate.

 Mrs. Nix was born June 
23, 1959, in Macon, Georgia. 
She was the daughter of the 
late James Milton Minter 
and Betty Jean Smith Mint-
er. She was a retired court 
clerk for the City of Dublin. 
She was a member of Ma-
rie Baptist Church. She was 
a loving wife, mother and 
grammie. Mrs. Nix passed 
away Monday, July 20, 
2026, at her residence sur-
rounded by family.

Mrs. Nix is survived by 
her husband of 49 years, 
Dwain Nix of Rockledge; 
a son, Jason Nix (Brittney 
Slusher) of Rockledge; a 
daughter, Mandy Nix Joiner 
(Matt) of Dublin; a broth-
er, Randall Minter of East 
Dublin; two sisters, Debbie 
Melton of Dublin and Mil-
lie Pierce of Dublin; and five 
grandchildren, Kanyon Nix, 
Kason Nix, Carlie Criswell, 
Brooklyn Oxford and Winter 
Criswell.

Pallbearers will be Kan-
yon Nix, Kason Nix, Dusty 
Nix, Blake Nix, Phil Gay, 
and Tim Gay.

The family will receive 
friends from 10 a.m. until 
11 a.m. on Thursday, July 
23, 2026, at Marie Baptist 
Church.

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the 
Online Register Book please 
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com

Mahala Minter Nix

Warren Luther 
Brantley

 Funeral services for Mr. 
Warren Luther Brantley, of 
East Dublin, Georgia, will be 
held on Friday, July 24, at 1 
p.m. at the Williams Chapel 
Baptist Church, 1142 Geor-
gia Highway 29 South, East 
Dublin. Rev. Benny Brant-
ley, Sr., will deliver the eulo-
gy. Interment will follow in 
the Dudley Memorial Ceme-
tery.

 Mr. Brantley was born 
on Thursday, Jan. 18, 1962, 
in Wrightsville, Georgia, 
to Mr. Lewis and Mrs. Lula 
Brantley. Warren was edu-
cated in the public schools 
of Johnson County and 
graduated from Johnson 
County High School. He be-
gan working at an early age 
with his father and brothers 
for the City of Wrightsville. 
In 1984, he began his career 
at JP Stevens, which was 
later bought by Victor Forts-
mann. He worked there for 
many years until it closed. 
He kept cleaning businesses 
on the side until he stepped 
out on faith with his clean-
ing business full-time. He 
was blessed to grow a busi-
ness that allowed him to 
employ and fellowship with 
family, friends, and others 
until he retired.

 Warren dedicated his 
life to God, family, work and 
sports. In his early years, 
he was a longtime member 
of Brantley Chapel Baptist 
Church. Later, he served on 
the Usher Board at the New 
Bible Believers Missionary 
Baptist Church under the 
leadership of his brother, 
Pastor Benny Brantley, Sr. 
He met the love of his life, 
Gwen, over 43 years ago 
and loved her endlessly. Al-
though he loved his wife and 
kids dearly and his grand-
kids even more, his great 
grandchildren stole his 
heart. Throughout the years, 
he loved taking his family 
fishing, trips to the moun-
tains, beaches, theme parks, 
and cruises. He supported 
his children and grandchil-
dren on the basketball courts 
as well as the football and 
track fields. Furthermore, 
so many priceless memories 
were made on his very own 
back porch with family and 
friends.

Warren was received 
into the arms of his Lord 
and Savior on Sunday, July 
19, 2026.  He was preced-
ed in death by his beloved 
wife, Gwen; mother and fa-
ther, Lula and Lewis; and 
by brothers David, Herbert, 
and John.

 Warren leaves to cherish 
many fond and loving mem-
ories to his son, Traune (Ali-
cia) Buie of Dublin, Georgia, 
daughters, Kenisha Buie of 
Warner Robins, Georgia, 
and Shakeira Brantley-Par-
sons of Warner Robins, 
Georgia; grandchildren, 
Jakiyah Hollingsworth, 
Keynon Williams, Amiyah 
Buie, Jacoby Parsons, Ethan 
Buie, and great grand-
daughters, Aaliyah Buie 
and Jakayla Tate; sisters, 
Carolyn (Keith) Davis, Geri 
Sebastian of Atlanta, Geor-
gia, and Ernestine Lilley of 
Dublin, Georgia; brothers, 
Anthony (Shirley) Brantley, 
Benny (Marie) Brantley, 
Wyman (Tricia) Brantley of 
East Dublin, Georgia; sis-
ters-in-law, Marilyn Lewis 
of Dublin, Georgia, Mary 
Ann (James) Ridgell, Laura 
(Alphonso) Wynn, both of 
Swainsboro, Georgia, plus a 
host of nieces, nephews, rel-
atives, and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services By Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.

 A celebration of life for 
Ret. SFC Lucious Hill will 
be held at 10 a.m., Friday, 
July 24, at Columbus New 
Bethel Seventh Day Adven-
tist Church, 2423 Wood-
ruff Farm Rd., Columbus, 
Ga. Interment will follow 
with military honors at Fort 
Mitchell National Cemetery, 
Ft. Mitchell, Ala.

Ret. SFC Lucious Hill 
transitioned on Saturday, 
July 11, 2026. Visitation 
will be held Thursday, July 
23, from 4 p.m.- 6 p.m. at 
the Hill-Watson Memorial 
Chapel in Columbus.

This announcement is 
courtesy of Dudley Funeral 
Home and Cremations of 
Dublin.

Lucious Hill

at the Carl Vinson VA Med-
ical Center and Dublinair 
Nursing Home and Rehab. 
She was a member of New 
Bethel Baptist Church. Mrs. 
Garrett passed away Mon-
day, July 20, 2026, at her 
residence surrounded by 
family.

Mrs. Garrett is survived 
by her husband, Gilbert S. 
Garrett Sr. of Dublin; three 
sons, Christopher “Chris” S. 
Brewer of Soperton; Timo-
thy “Tim” Wade Brewer of 
Dexter, and Gilbert Stan-
ton “Stan” Garrett Jr. (Ju-
lie) of Dublin; a sister, Dee 
Mitchell of Dublin;  grand-
children, Callie Gibson, 
Ashlee Garrett, Emilee Gar-
rett, Avery Brewer, Lauren 
Brewer, and Nolan Brewer; 
a caregiver, Michelle Lampp 
(Doug); and several nieces 
and nephews.

In lieu of flowers the 
family asks the donations 
be made in memory of Mrs. 
Garrett to Regency South-
ercare Hospice Services at 
1006 Mount Vernon Road, 
Suite B, Vidalia, GA 30474.

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the 
Online Register Book please 
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com.

COMMUNITY 

NEWS

'Chips & Tip'
The Love of Hope Ministry will 
present Child of the Loft, a back 
to school event with the theme of 
"Chips & Tip," encouraging kids to 
be the best student he or she can 
be, to think positive and, even at 
a young age, mental health mat-
ters. The event will be held July 
23 at 2 p.m. at The Loft, 311 Grady 
St. in Dublin. 

 Funeral services for Ms. 
Marice “Bookie” Turner of 
Dublin, Georgia, will be held 
on Saturday, July 25, 2026, 
at 11 a.m. at the New Canaan 
Baptist Church, 317 Caroli-
na Street, Chester. Rev. Dr. 
Charlie Robinson will deliv-
er the eulogy. Interment will 
follow in the church ceme-
tery.

Marice Turner was born 
on Tuesday, Feb. 7, 1961, in 
Chester, Georgia, to Willie 
Charles Turner and Marjo-
rie Faye Blackshear Turner. 
She graduated from Dodge 
County High School in East-
man in the Class of 1979.  
After high school, Marice 
left home and moved to 
Fairborn, Ohio, to become 
the babysitter and bonus 
big sister for Cousin Nikki. 
They enjoyed six years (1979 
- 1986) of sisterhood. Over 
that point of time, Marice 
traveled and lived with her 
Aunt Edna and Uncle Will 
to Wright-Patterson AFB, 
Ohio, and Luke AFB, Arizo-
na.

Marice moved to Atlan-
ta and was employed with 
several manufacturing com-
panies. Her favorite job was 

Marice "Bookie" Turner

working for a bakery facto-
ry. She loved pleasing her 
nephews and nieces by bring 
them various types of cook-
ies from her job.

Marice worked in the 
bakery until her health 
failed.

Marice dedicated her life 
to Christ by joining New 
Canaan Baptist Church in 
Chester, Georgia at a young 
age and later she accepted 
Jesus Christ as her Savior.

She worked on the usher 
board at the church until her 
health failed. Her passions 
included spending time with 
her nephews and nieces, 
and watching the Lifetime 
Network. Her gentle spir-
it led to her being loved by 
many people and known for 
her soft voice and attractive 
smile.

Marice, passed away on 
Monday, July 20, 2026. 
She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Thom-
as Brantley, sisters, Linda 
Faye Turner Plummer and 
Margaret Turner Mercer, 
grandmothers, Ellen Hall 
Blackshear and Willie Lee 
Butler Turner, grandfathers, 
John H. Blackshear and Otis 
Turner, aunts, Bertha Brook 
and Jeannie Blackshear, and 
uncles, Roger Lee Turner, 
and Rev. James K. Smith Sr. 
and nephew, Michael Jasper 
Plummer II.  

 Survivors include her 
father, Willie C. Turner 
of Dublin, brothers, Rev. 
Dr. David C. (Anna) Turn-
er of Dublin, and Timothy 
L. (Glenda) Turner of Co-
chran, aunts, Lavada Kirtz 
of Chester, Christine Smith 
of Dublin, Oline (Thomas) 
Frazier of Miami, Florida, 
Louvenia Parker of Atlanta, 
Edna (Will) Barnes of Fort 
Worth, Texas, Hazel Plum-
mer of Dublin, and Geral-
dine Blackshear of Chester,  
uncles, William H. Black-
shear, Eastman, and John 
H. (Vannessa) Blackshear 
Jr., Dublin, and grand-
aunts, Rozenia Butler Gooch 
of Eastman, Emma L. Mos-
ley of Jackson, Florida, and 
Ella L. Way of Chester, niec-
es, Tramitra Nicole Turn-
er of Fairmont, NC, Taylor 
Turner, Fe’ria Mercer, and 
Fatiyah Mercer of Savan-
nah, GA, nephews, David C. 
(Jessica) Turner, II, of Flow-
ery Branch, and Makael A. 
Turner of Dublin, great-
niece, Mi’Cayla Faye Plum-
mer and great-nephew, Mi-
chael Jasper Plummer III, of 
Dublin.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.
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The history of the coun-
try and the history of the 
world for that matter often 
changes on a single, solitary 
event.  Such is the case with 
a native of England, who 
immigrated to America and 
became one of the leading 
and most prominent mem-
bers of the Colony of Virig-
inia.

Few men of colonial 
Virginia contributed more 
to the development of the 
colony—and received less 
recognition from history—
than Colonel Joshua Fry. 
A distinguished mathema-
tician, surveyor, legislator, 
cartographer and military 
commander, Fry stood at 
the crossroads of science, 
government and war during 
the formative years of Brit-
ish America. His untimely 
death in 1754 unexpectedly 
elevated a young lieutenant 
colonel named George 
Washington to command, 
thereby altering the course 
of American history.

Joshua Fry was born 
about 1700 in Crewkerne, 
Somersetshire, England, 
the son of Joseph Fry. He 
attended Wadham College, 
Oxford, where he studied 
mathematics and the sci-
ences. Like many educated 
Englishmen seeking op-

portunity, he emigrated to 
Virginia around 1726.  He 
was a scholar at William & 
Mary. Soon after arriving 
in Virginia, Fry joined the 
faculty of the College of Wil-
liam & Mary. His academ-
ic appointments included: 
Master of the Grammar 
School (1729) and Profes-
sor of Natural Philosophy 
and Mathematics (1732–ca. 
1737)

He quickly established a 
reputation as one of Virgin-
ia's foremost mathemati-
cians. At a time when edu-
cated scientists were rare in 
the colonies, Fry taught as-
tronomy, mathematics, sur-
veying and natural philoso-
phy—the practical sciences 
that underpinned colonial 
expansion.

Around 1736, Fry mar-
ried Mary Micou Hill, a 
wealthy widow from Essex 
County.

Although remembered 
as a soldier, Fry's greatest 
professional accomplish-
ments were in surveying  
During the 1740s he became 
one of the colony's principal 
surveyors. Among his as-
signments were: surveying 
county boundaries; helping 
establish the Fairfax Propri-
etary line; rveying portions 
of the Virginia–North Car-
olina boundary; mapping 
newly settled western lands.

His technical skill made 
him indispensable to the 
colonial government and 
led to his partnership with 

Peter Jefferson, father of 
the future iconic president, 
Thomas Jefferson. Togeth-
er they produced one of the 
greatest maps in American 
colonial history: The Map 
of the Inhabited Part of Vir-
ginia (1751) The map was 
commissioned by Virginia's 
government for the British 
Board of Trade and became 
the definitive map of 18th 
Century Virginia.

Its achievements includ-
ed: accurately depicting 
Virginia's river systems; 
improving knowledge of 
the Appalachian Moun-
tains; illustrating western 
settlements and Indian 
trails;identifying roads, 
forts and frontier commu-
nities.

Joshua Fry served as: 
Justice of the Peace, Sheriff, 
Coroner, First Lieutenant of 
Albemarle County, Member 
of the House of Burgesses 
(1745–1754). He also be-
came a commissioner at the 
Treaty of Logstown (1752), 
negotiating with represen-
tatives of the Six Nations 
concerning British claims 
in the Ohio Valley. These 
negotiations foreshadowed 
the coming conflict with 
France.

In 1754,  Lieutenant 
Governor Robert Din-
widdie appointed Joshua 
Fry as: Colonel and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the 
Virginia Regiment, His 
second-in-command wasa 
twenty-two-year-old George 

Washington, who held the 
rank of lieutenant colonel. 
Their mission was to lead 
Virginia troops westward 
to resist French expansion 
into the Ohio Valley.

Before reaching the fron-
tier, tragedy struck. Near 
present-day Cumberland, 
Maryland, Colonel Fry was 
thrown from his horse. His 
injuries proved fatal, and he 
died on May 31, 1754.

Because of Fry's death, 
command immediately 
passed to Lieutenant Col-
onel George Washington. 
Within weeks Washington 
fought the skirmish at Ju-
monville Glen; the con-
struction of Fort Necessity; 
and the Battle of Fort Neces-
sity. Those events marked 
the opening of the French 
and Indian War, which ul-
timately expanded into the 
global Seven Years' War. 
Virginia tradition has long 
maintained that Washing-
ton visited Fry's grave and 
inscribed the words: "Here 
lies the just and noble Fry."

Why does the life of 
Joshua Fry matter to me?  
If Joshua Fry never existed.  
Well, I now let you know.  
He was my fifth great grand-
father. His daughter, Jane, a 
possible playmate of Thom-
as Jefferson, who lived only 
four miles apart and were 
of the same age. Jane mar-
ried John Scott, the third 
wealthiest man in Alber-
marle County, the home of 
three of first tive Presidents. 

Their son, Charles Scott, 
William Scott Sr., William 
Scott Jr., Irving Scott, my 
mother and me.  

The larger and more im-
portant questions why did 
Joshua Fry matter to Amer-
ica. Aside from his role 
and the preeminent map 
maker and surveyor of Vir-
ginia, whose maps helped 
guide thousands of settlers 
through Virginia and be-
yond the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains.  Actually, it was his 
tragic, accidental fall from 
his horse that catapulted 
the twenty two year young 
Virginian to command the 
Virginia Militia and rise to 
the command of the Conti-
nental Army, who’s victory 
directly led to the freedoms 
that we enjoy today.

On a side note, another 
5th great grandson, Adlai 
Stevenson II, twice attempt-
ed to keep Dwight Eisen-
hower and Richard Nixon 
out of the White House. 
Under president John F. 
Kennedy, U.N. Ambassador 
Stevenson told his Russian 

counterpart during the 1962 
Cuban Missile Crisis, U.S. 
Ambassador Adlai Steven-
son famously told the Am-
bassador to answer "yes or 
no" regarding the presence 
of Soviet nuclear missiles 
in Cuba. When Zorin hesi-
tated, Stevenson told him, 
"I am prepared to wait for 
my answer until hell freez-
es over."  What might have 
happened if Stevenson de-
feated Eisenhower? 

On a current note, the 
movie “Young Washington” 
would not be in theaters to-
day. Without Fry’s death, 
Washington may have been 
relegated to the junior com-
mander of the Virginia Reg-
iment and never became the 
“Father of His Country.” I 
think the wise man Forrest 
Gump said it best. “Are our 
lives guided by fate, or are 
we simply carried along 
by chance?  "I don't know 
if we each have a destiny, 
or if we're all just floating 
around accidental-like on a 
breeze. But I think maybe 
it's both."

PIECES OF 
OUR PAST

By SCOTT B. THOMPSON SR.

Why remembering history matters

I know what you must be thinking.
“How in the world does this guy come up 

with different trivia each week?”  That’s got 
to be it.

Well, if you are indeed thinking that, 
then I just made the best guess I’ll ever 
make.  And I’ll answer it:  I have a store-
house of trivia that may last into the 22nd 
Century, or beyond!  I’ve already mined it; 
each week I polish up a few nuggets and 
leave them here for you to enjoy.

That’s my story, and I’m sticking to it.
Now, enjoy this week’s collection!
Did you know …
… a British gymnast survived a four-story 

fall thanks to his skills?  Steven Jehu (born 
1987), a gymnast from Exeter, England, fell 
from the fourth floor of a hotel in Slovenia 
in 2004.  Somehow, Jehu had the presence 
of mind to go into a somersault during the 
fall, and he landed – almost fifty feet below 
– on his feet, suffering only a broken ankle.  
Doctors who set the ankle later said Jehu 
would have died had he not instinctively 
gone into his gymnastic training.  (Good 
training beats just about everything else!)

… the “I’m Feeling Lucky” feature on 
the Google™ search page actually costs the 
company money?  Estimates are that Goo-
gle loses $110 million in ad revenue per year 
when people use that feature to avoid ad-
vertising in their searches.  (So when you’re 
feeling lucky, Google isn’t.)

… in the popular video game, “Super 
Mario Brothers,” the character of Mario the 
Plumber does not use his head to get bo-
nus points from blocks?  He uses his hand, 
which – if you freeze-frame the game – you 
can see above his head.  It’s his left hand, 
by the way.  Additional trivia note:  The 
bushes in the background of the game are 
just re-renditions of the clouds in the sky, 
re-colored green.  (You always wondered 
about that, didn’t you?)

… one of the most popular television 
shows of the 1960s indirectly happened 
because of a Broadway play?  In 1965, ABC 
tried hard to acquire the rights to the char-
acter of Superman, in order to make a new 
series, but those rights were tied up in a 
not-too-successful Broadway musical ti-
tled It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane, It’s Superman.  
So the network then tried to get the rights 
to Dick Tracy, but creator Chester Gould 
(1900-1985) was already negotiating with 
NBC.  Finally acquiring the rights to Bat-
man from DC Comics, the network hired 
producer William Dozier (1908-1991) to 
make the show happen, and happen it did.  
Airing twice a week during its first two sea-
sons, Batman demolished the competition 
with its lampooning of the entire superhero 
genre.  (To the Bat-poles, Robin!)

… television can be a very bad influence?  
Yeah, you needed me to tell you that.  But 
consider this:  when the television series 
Breaking Bad finished its run, police agen-

cies throughout the country noted a sharp 
uptick in the popularity of crystal metham-
phetamine, the drug created by the show’s 
central character Walter White, played by 
Bryan Cranston (born 1956).  Manufactur-
ers of the illegal substance actually dyed 
their drug blue in an effort to resemble the 
drug shown in the series.  (I’ve heard of em-
ulating your heroes, but this is ridiculous.)

… a singer’s vegetarianism caused a pop-
ular parody artist to not perform one of his 
songs?  When “Weird Al” Yankovic (born 
1959) wanted to do a parody version of the 
Wings song “Live and Let Die,” he asked 
permission from the composer, Sir Paul 
McCartney (born 1942).  McCartney did not 
object to the parody, but he did object to 
Yankovic’s change of the title line to “chick-
en pot pie.”  McCartney is a vegetarian, and 
did not want his work to be used to promote 
the eating of meat.  Yankovic tried to work 
around the restriction but could not come 
up with a suitable substitute, so the parody 
was scrapped.  (Now that I would have liked 
to hear.)

… no firm consensus exists on what a 
popular McDonald’s™ character is sup-
posed to be?  Beginning in 1971, adver-
tisements for the restaurant chain began 
using a cast of characters in “McDonald-
land,” which were ads aimed primarily at 
children.  Most of the characters – Ron-
ald McDonald™, Mayor McCheese™, the 
Hamburglar™, etc. - are pretty obvious, but 
for decades, there’s been disagreement over 
what The Grimace™ is supposed to be.  The 
purple, teardrop-shaped character doesn’t 
look like anything living on Earth, but it’s 
supposedly a living milkshake.  At least, 
that’s what some think.  Others, however, 
maintain the Grimace is a taste bud.  (Hav-
ing never seen either a purple milkshake or 
a purple taste bud, I can’t offer an opinion 
– well, I can, but I’m not allowed to say stuff 
like that here.)

… a man once went to a great length to 
prove the afterlife is real?  He killed him-
self.  In 1921, Thomas Lynn Bradford (1872-
1921), a spiritualist, decided once and for 
all to prove there is an afterlife.  He got in 
touch with another spiritualist, Ruth Dor-
an (1877-1938), and made an agreement to 
prove the existence of the afterlife.  On the 
agreed-upon date, Bradford went into his 
Detroit apartment, sealed it, blew out the 
pilot light on his gas stove, and turned on 
the gas.  He died … but Doran said she nev-
er received any messages from him.  (I have 
a line here, but it would close the show.)

… the average person in the United States 
eats about 100 pounds of sugar a year?  Sug-
ar currently represents about 50% of a per-
son’s daily carbohydrate intake for the day.  
Amazingly, just a century ago, the average 
American (whoever that is) only ate around 
10 pounds of sugar per year.  Scientists say 
that ideally, only about 10% of a person’s 
diet should come from sugar.  (How sweet!)

Now ... you know!

DID YOU KNOW ...?

Did a popular TV show of the 1960s 
happen because of a Broadway play?
By JACK BAGLEY
GTLN

Chicken recipe you'll use every week

 "What is there to eat?" 
That question plays on re-
peat in households every-
where.

Today I'm sharing one 
of the handiest short cuts 
to give you a great answer 
when the inevitable ques-
tion is asked. Now you can 
say, "There's chicken in 
the fridge, go make your-
self something!"

I call this recipe "Every 
Week Chicken" because I 
make this chicken nearly 
every week for my family. 
And once you try this, you 
might do the same. Chick-
en breast can be trouble-
some because they're so 
lean, it's easy to overcook. 
You'll find this recipe pro-
duces tender, juicy chick-
en every time. 

This is a simple recipe 
for oven-roasted chicken 
breasts. It's perfect for an 
easy dinner or to make in 
advance for meal prep all 
week long. Moist and fla-
vorful, this is the chicken 
you want waiting in the 
fridge to expedite your 
dinner, stick in a salad, 
slam on a sandwich, toss 
in a pasta, put on a pizza. 
You get the idea. 

This simple salt and 
pepper seasoning gives the 
chicken tons of flavor yet 
keeps it neutral enough to 
play well with other flavor 
profiles. As always, feel 
free to adjust to your per-
sonal preferences.

EVERY WEEK 

CHICKEN

4 pounds boneless 
skinless chicken breast 
(about 6 breasts)

2 teaspoons kosher salt
1 teaspoon fresh ground 

pepper
Olive oil or your choice 

of cooking spray

Preheat oven to 375 F 
degrees. For easy clean up, 
line a baking sheet with 
parchment or foil. Brush 
the chicken with olive oil 
or give it a quick spray of 
cooking spray. Mix the salt 
and pepper in a small bowl 
and season both sides of 
the chicken breasts with 
the mixture, then put 
them on the prepared 
baking sheet, uncovered. 
Place them in oven and 
bake for 30 minutes. Re-
move the chicken when it 
reaches 160 F. Carryover 
heat will bring it to a safe 

final temperature while it 
rests. Remove the chicken 
and rest, covered with foil, 
for 15 minutes. 

This cooking time 
works on chicken breasts 
of nearly all sizes, 3/4 
inch to 1 1/2 inches thick. 
If your chicken breast 
is thinner than 3/4 inch 
thick, reduce cooking time 
to 25 minutes.  

To store, place in a stor-
age container with the ac-
cumulated pan juices over 
the chicken for flavor and 
to keep the chicken moist. 
Store in the fridge for up to 
five days. 

So, what do you do with 
all that chicken? Well, be-
sides chicken salad, sand-
wiches and wraps, here are 
three fabulous ideas:

BBQ Chicken French 
Bread Pizza: Split a loaf of 
French bread lengthwise 
and spread with barbecue 
sauce. Top with shredded 
mozzarella, cooked shred-
ded chicken and chopped 
red onion. Bake at 400 
degrees until the bread 
is crisp and the cheese is 
melted and bubbly, about 
15 minutes. Finish with a 
drizzle of additional bar-
becue sauce and a sprinkle 
of chopped cilantro before 
slicing and serving.

Chicken Avocado Que-
sadillas: Layer shredded 
mozzarella, cooked chick-
en and diced avocado 
between two flour torti-
llas. Add a drizzle of your 
favorite sauce, such as 
ranch, barbecue or teriya-
ki, if you'd like. Cook in a 
skillet over medium heat 
until both sides are gold-
en brown and the cheese 
is melted, then slice into 
wedges and serve.

Quick Chicken Alfre-
do: Make sliced leftover 
chicken into a fast comfort 
meal by simmering it with 
jarred Alfredo sauce, a 
splash of milk, butter and 
Italian seasonings. Spoon 
over cooked egg noodles 
and finish with chopped 
parsley.

Sometimes the sim-
plest recipes become the 
ones you reach for again 
and again. I have a feeling 
this will be one of them. 
Enjoy!

Lifestyle expert Pat-
ti Diamond is the pen-
ny-pinching, party-plan-
ning, recipe developer 
and content creator of the 
website Divas On A Dime.

By PATTI DIAMOND
King Features

OBITUARIES

Telvin Tyrone McCloud

 The homecomig celebra-
tion for Mr. Telvin Tyrone 
McCloud, of Dublin, Geor-
gia, will be held on Friday, 
July 24, 2026, at 2 p.m. at 
the Greater Victory Temple, 
511 North Franklin Street 
in Dublin. Reverend Robert 
Fullwood will deliver the eu-
logy.

Kelvin MacLeod was 
born on Friday, Aug. 16, 
1991, in Dublin, Georgia, 
to Robert Tyrone McCleod 
and Diane Cassandra Fields. 
He attended Dublin schools 
and received his GED. Tel-
vin loved to tattoo, draw and 
he loved music. And he also 
loved his nieces and neph-
ews.

He departed this earth 
on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 in 
Dublin. He was preceded in 
death by his mother, Diane 
Fields, and his grandfather, 
Eddie Lee Fields, his uncle,  
Sammy Taylor.

He leaves to cherish his 
many memories his father, 
Robert Tyrone (Stephanie) 
McCloud, both of Warner 
Robins, siblings. Michele 
McCloud, Gabriel (Jerico) 
Anderson, Ja’ Mayjah Mc-
Cloud, Shambria Fields, all 
of Dublin, aunt, Catrinia 
(Chandler) Edmund, all of 
Dublin, uncle, Retired 1st 
Sgt. Eddie Lee Fields, Jr.,  of 
San Antonio, Texas, grand-
mother, Haloise Walker 
of Detroit, Michigan, Lena 
Jackie Taylor of Dublin,  
grandfather, Virgil (Belin-
da) Shivers, both of Co-
chran, Georgia, stepbrother. 
Elmante Richardson of Sa-
vannah, Georgia, D’Andre 
Richardson of Fayetteville, 
NC., devoted aunt, Elizabeth 
Pullin, nieces, Ava Brown. 
Aaliyah McLeod, Kaitlyn 
Anderson, nephew, Symere 
Anderson and a host of 
aunts, uncles,  cousins and 
friends.

Please post your condo-
lences at ServicesbyDudley.
com.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.



To most of us, there are 
truly more important mat-
ters to deal with than Day-
light Saving Time.  

A smaller few of us real-
ize that this “problem” won’t 
actually be solved, regard-
less if and when a “solution” 
passes Congress.

Most people are just out 
there living their lives, con-
tent to let Apple or Alexa 
update their clocks twice a 
year, dealing with the brief 
personal and/or pet adjust-
ment, and moving on.  

Then there’s the people 
who demand someone must 
do something now. And 
because they’re noisy and 
need something to complain 
about, politicians are react-
ing.

Five years ago, Georgia 
legislators mostly took it off 
their plate by doing…some-
thing.  They passed a law 
adopting permanent Day-
light Saving Time…but only 
if Congress first amended 
the Federal Uniform Time 
Act.  The noisy people felt 
heard. The rest of us were 
able to continue to live our 
lives while prioritizing other 
matters.

About 10 semi-annu-
al time changes later, the 
noisy people were back. 
They continued to tell their 
legislators that their lives 
are disrupted by their dogs 
or small children who must 
adhere to the same schedule 
every day or civilization as 
we know it will end.  No one 
wanted to tell these people 
that a basic human function 
is resistance to change and 
that most of us just deal with 
it, so once again, legislators 
got involved.

The Georgia Senate tried 
to “fix” the problem last year 
with a late session Hail Mary 
to move Georgia to… Atlan-
tic Standard Time?  Wait. 
What?

This was not a solution 
anyone had been asking for, 
but would have fixed the 
problem of changing clocks 
twice a year.  

In return, it would have 
meant the sun would set 
two hours earlier and people 
flying in and out of Georgia 
would have to figure out 
what time zone or Daylight 
Saving Time was being ob-
served in each connecting 
state.  It would also mean 

that television broadcasts – 
marked along the east coast 
by Eastern Standard Time 
– would be an hour later 
for part of the year, and two 
hours later when the rest of 
the country was observing 
Daylight Saving Time.

That trial balloon quickly 
deflated. The House refused 
to take up the measure, and 
few have spoken of it again. 

The noisy people remain 
undeterred.

Now, the U.S. House has 
taken up the measure.  It 
has passed a bill that would 
make Daylight Saving Time 

permanent.  At last, it ap-
pears the problem could be 
solved.

Except one thing: It isn’t 
just the noisy people who re-
sist change.  Everyone does.

It’s fairly easily to remain 
blissfully unaware of legis-
lation that moves through 
the Georgia Legislature but 
doesn’t ultimately take ef-
fect.  When a chamber of 
Congress passes a bill, it gets 
a bit more attention. 

The folks who assumed 
the country would be ec-
static that we would get “an 
extra hour of daylight” year 

round were instead greeted 
by charts demonstrating ze-
ro-sum math.  

The “extra” hour of sun-
light we would get in the 
winter months would, in 
fact, be taken away from 
cold winter mornings.

Maps began showing up 
on local weather forecasters 
social media pages showing 
the latest sunrise for cities 
around the country during 
the winter.  In Western 
Georgia, the sun would be 
rising as late as 8:45am on a 
few cold winter days.  That’s 
hours after many have been 
waiting at a bus stop. That’s 
after most have finished a 
morning commute in pure 
darkness.

As is usually the case, 
“solving” a problem does 
not quiet the noise. It just 
transfers the noise from one 
group to another group.

There’s a simple solution 
to this simple solution, as 
many responded to these 
social media posts.  Just 
quit Daylight Saving Time 
altogether. Then we don’t 
have the “problem” of twice 
a year changes. We just have 
normal time again.

Suddenly, a large subset 
of the original noisy people 
rose up again. They want 
their extra hour of sunlight 
in the summer.  

Perhaps it wasn’t real-
ly about their kids’ or dogs’ 
feeding time after all? Af-
ter all, what kind of adult 
would use a child or a dog as 
a political vehicle to achieve 
something they wanted for 
themselves?  

There’s a maxim that 
transcends all levels of pol-
itics.  Beware when anyone 
claims a simple bill is “for 
the children”.  

The reality of this “prob-
lem” is that it won’t go away 
with any proposed solution. 
It’s just going to transfer 
who is complaining about it. 

At the end of the day, the 
ones who would stop com-
plaining about this would 
just find something else to 
complain about. 

That is just human na-
ture. And there is no bill that 
can be proposed to the Gen-
eral Assembly nor Congress 
that will fix human nature.
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By CHARLIE HARPER

 Hello. There are so 
many people moving into 
Dudley and building houses 

in Dudley, that I think I’ll 
move out. Thank you!

DAILY SCRIPTURE...

"Then came July like three o'clock in the afternoon hot and listless 
and miserable."  

- Allie Ray

THOUGHT FOR TODAY...

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...

July 23, 2026 is... 
•National Vanilla Ice Cream Day
•Hot Enough For Ya Day
•National Refreshment Day
•Gorgeous Grandma Day

"Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 
what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended 
for. By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's 
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was 
visible. "

 -  Hebrews 11:1-3

 Have something to say about life in Dublin and Laurens County? 

We want to hear it. Tell It! is a space for community voices: praise, 

frustration, questions and everything in between.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Keep it local. Submissions should focus on issues, people and 

places in Dublin and Laurens County. We are not the right venue for 

commentary on national politics or public figures outside our com-

munity.

Be civil. Personal attacks, profanity and hate speech will not be 

published. Criticism is welcome; name-calling is not.

Stick to the facts. Submissions must not contain false statements 

of fact about identifiable individuals or organizations. We cannot 
publish content that is defamatory or exposes the Courier Herald to 

legal liability.

The Courier Herald reserves the right to edit submissions for 

length and clarity, and to decline any submission at its sole discre-

tion. Submission does not guarantee publication.

TELL IT! GUIDELINES

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com

Is there any way we can 
bridge the political, cultural 
and social abyss in which we 
find ourselves today? How 
about a plate of baby-back 
ribs, pulled pork slathered 
in Kinder's Original Barbe-
cue Sauce, a slice of Texas 
Toast, baked beans, corn 
on the cob, sweet tea and 
some peach cobbler topped 
with vanilla ice cream? It’s 
hard to argue about stolen 
elections or letting boys 
play girl sports with your 
mouth full of such exqui-
site cuisine. Besides, what 
could be more American on 
our 250th anniversary than 
a good ol’ barbecue? Yum! 
Yum!

That’s the intention 
of Builders Movement, a 
non-partisan, nonprofit 
group that seeks to over-
come "us vs. them" think-
ing and has organized an 
event -- the Builders BBQ 
-- which challenges Amer-
icans across the country to 
"bite to unite" by inviting 
groups they see as different 
or who they don't usually 

hang out with, to host bar-
becues. The summer-long 
campaign kicked off this 
past month and as of this 
writing, Builders Move-
ment says it has received 
more than 100 signups and 
an estimated 3,000 people 
are expected to attend in 30 
states. And the numbers are 
growing.

"The response and en-
thusiasm for Builders BBQs 
has blown us away,” says 
Kristin Moss, the organi-
zation’s chief marketing 
officer. “As the hosts were 
encouraged to invite some-
one who sees the world 
differently from them, this 
demand clearly shows us 
Americans have an appetite 
for the Builders Mindset -- 
connecting with people in 
their communities and re-
inforcing there’s more that 
unites us than divides us. 
And what better way to do 
that than over a cherished 
American tradition like 
BBQ!”

The Builder’s BBQ even 
offers some conversation 

Who can argue politics with a mouthful of barbecue?

starters to get the ball roll-
ing: “Is there something 
you admire about the oth-
er political side?” “Who is 
someone you admire that 
you don’t always agree 
with?” “Think about the 
last 250 years in America. 
What’s an example of a cre-
ative solution that required 
both sides to come togeth-
er?” With all due respect, 
I have some conversation 
starters I would offer just in 

case the participants don’t 
admire someone on the oth-
er political side or would 
rather have a beer instead 
of having to come up with 
any creative solutions at the 
moment.

Some suggestions: “Hel-
lo, stranger. Did you know 
that there is no word that 
rhymes with orange?” Or: 
“Hi, there! Did you know 
Napoleon Bonaparte was 
once attacked by a horde of 
rabbits?” Or: “The average 
person burps approximate-
ly 30 days per day. That says 
we’ve got us some serious 
burping to do, friend. Bring 
on the barbecue!” (Note to 
the Builder’s BBQ: Feel free 
to use these conversation 
starters. Just be sure I get 
credit.)

Are Georgian's are show-
ing up? The Builder’s BBQ 
says yes. Why? According to 
the organization, “To build 
connection with community 
and immediate neighbors. 
One host shared that their 
guest list included a range 
of people from different 

circles: coworkers, school 
friends, church friends. 
They’re single, married, 
kids, no kids, different be-
liefs, different politics, dif-
ferent incomes."

That’s encouraging be-
cause the midterm elections 
will be here before you know 
it and the angry rhetoric 
that will precede it will tend 
to make us an even more 
divisive group of people 
than we already are. Maybe 
having chewed on a chunk 
of brisket with somebody 
who has a different political 
point than yours will make 
you a bit more empathetic. 
As Americans, we all have 
the right of the freedom of 
expression but that doesn’t 
mean we have to insult each 
other.

If I thought it was a pos-
sibility, I would send a bar-
becue plate to our Insult-
er-in-Chief in Washington. 
Maybe if he consumed a 
dish of pulled pork with a 
sliced Vidalia onion on the 
side, he might understand 
that he is the president of 

all the whole United States 
of America and not just 
president of a bunch of an-
gry right-wing zealots. On 
second thought, I’m not 
sure there are enough pigs 
and cows willing to sacrifice 
their lives at the thought 
that it could actually hap-
pen.

So, applause to Build-
ers Movement for coming 
up with a civilized way to 
seek out what unites us 
rather than what divides us 
and doing it over a plate of 
barbecue with all the trim-
mings. They describe it as a 
summer event, but I would 
suggest that barbecue, like 
love, knows no season. The 
late American celebrity chef 
Anthony Bourdain once 
said, "Barbecue may not be 
the road to world peace, but 
it's a start." Amen.

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Georgia 
31139.

 To the editor con-
cerning the editor’s note 
regarding funding for the 
Dublin City School clin-
ic being funded by a state 
grant: To me, that’s tem-
porary funding. Does that 
grant run forever or at some 
point will DCS have to pro-
vide funding? From the tax-
payers, will the board roll 
the dice and kick the can 
down the road and hope for 
miracle money to pay for it? 

 “School officials are 
banking on securing a 
tax anticipation note, or 
TAN, which would allow 
the district to borrow mon-
ey during the typically lean 
months of fall until prop-
erty taxes come due in De-
cember.” So the board is 
crossing its fingers again. 
Who decides if they get this 
TAN?

 I agree with the com-
ment that was made last 
week about the landfill on 
North Jefferson Street. It 
looks terrible. Really going 
to give a good impression of 
our town to newcomers. It 
needs to be cleaned up or at 
least an explanation about 
what’s going on with that 
company.

Funny, when I drive 
through Dudley I don't see 
all of the issues that some-
one keeps call in about.

I don't like it when the 
road I used is changed be-
cause of construction. But if 
it is being done to make my 
commute better, that's good 
with me. 
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 The internationally-ac-
claimed Elaris Duo, Dr. 
Larisa Elisha, violin and 
Dr. Steven Elisha, cello, will 
perform a benefit concert 
at Dublin’s First Baptist 
Church, 405 Bellevue Ave-
nue, on Tuesday, July 28 at 
6 p.m. 

The program includes fa-
mous works from the Classi-
cal Era, composed for violin 
and cello by Luigi Boccher-
ini, Franz Joseph Haydn, 
Ludwig van Beethoven and 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 
The concert is sponsored 
by the Bank of Dudley. The 
proceeds from the ticket 
sales will benefit the Dublin 
Youth Vocals and Instru-
ments for the purchase of 
electric keyboards. 

Admission is $15 gener-
al, $5 student and $10 ad-
vanced ticket sale. For more 
information, please contact 
Nadine Allen at dublin-
youthvocal@gmail.com or  
(478) 220-9747

Larisa and Steven Elisha 
are each internationally ac-
claimed soloists, chamber 
musicians and pedagogues. 
Individually, and together 
as the Elaris Duo, the Eli-
shas have gained national 
and international renown, 
performing in venues that 
include the Concertgebouw, 
Karajan Hall-Berlin Phil-
harmonie, Warsaw National 
Philharmonic, Weil Recital 
Hall at Carnegie Hall, Mer-
kin Hall, the DiMenna Cen-
ter for Classical Music in 
New York, Jerusalem Acad-
emy, University of Haifa, 
Grieg Hall - Bergen Interna-
tional Festival, Lithuanian 
Music and Theatre Acade-
my, National Taiwan Uni-
versity of the Arts, Summit 
Music Festival, Sunflower 
Music Festival, and solo 
appearances with Washing-
ton Square Music Festival 
Orchestra, Hastings Sym-
phony, Topeka Symphony, 
Gulf Coast Symphony, Law-
rence Chamber Orchestra, 
Sunflower Music Festival 
Chamber Orchestra and Na-
tional Taiwan Arts Orches-
tra. 

From a recent review 
appearing in Sound-Word-
Sight Arts Magazine, Mark 
Greenfest wrote, “The Duo’s 
performance was emotion-
al and poignant and also 
quite fascinating and mem-
orable…gorgeous sound 
showing the exquisite ton-
al control of the perform-
ers…the Elaris Duo shines 
with their golden tone and 
intimate ensemble…They 
have a remarkable depth of 
range and interpretive art-
istry. ”Bill Blankenship of 
the Topeka Capital-Journal 
wrote, “Steven and Larisa 
Elisha […] bring new mean-
ing to violin and cello mu-
sic”. .”Their performances 
of the Brahms double con-
certo for violin and cello 

was revelatory…the Elaris 
Duo presented a unanimity 
of phrasing and tonal pro-
jection that was stunning 
in its conception and exe-
cution. The synchronicity of 
the unison passages alone 
was a marvel” The Elaris 
Duo’s live broadcasts and 
CD recordings are frequent-
ly heard on National Public 
Radio. As advocates of con-
temporary music, the duo 
has premiered new works 
by Joel Feigin, Malcolm Sol-
omon and other composers. 

The Elishas regular-
ly present master classes, 
workshops, lectures and 
performances at national 
and international confer-
ences, universities and con-
servatories that include the 
American String Teachers 
Association National Con-
ference, the Hawaii Inter-
national Conference on Arts 
and Humanities, Lithuanian 
International Music Theo-
ry and Composer’s Confer-
ence, College Music Society 
Conference, Georgia Music 
Educators Association Con-
ference, National Orchestra 
Festival, Jerusalem Acad-
emy, University of Haifa, 
National Taiwan University 
of the Arts, Grieg Academy 
and Lithuanian Music and 
Theatre Academy. The duo 
has been the recipient of a 
2018 Global Music Award 
in the “Duo and New Re-
lease” categories for their 
MSR Classics release, Duo 
Virtuoso II – Works for Vi-
olin and Cello by Honeg-
ger, Ravel and Schulhoff, 
as well as the 2008 Kansas 
Governor’s Arts Award and 
a Chamber Music America 
Residency Grant. 

While members of the 
Kansas Arts Commission’s 
Arts on Tour Roster, they 
were featured artists for 
the Kansas – ‘As Big as You 
Think’ State Tourism cam-
paign, appearing over 600 
times on New York’s Times 
Square Building, during the 
World Cup Championship. 
Both MSR-Classics releases, 

Duo Virtuoso and Duo Vir-
tuoso II, were featured in 
articles and received critical 
acclaim from Gramophone, 
Fanfare Magazine, Atlan-
ta Audio Society, American 
Record Guide, Malcolm 
Tattersall’s Music & Vision, 
Turok’s Choice, BBC Music 
and other leading publica-
tions. Currently, Steven and 
Larisa Elisha are Directors 
of the String Program of 
the Fred and Dinah Gretsch 
School of Music at Geor-
gia Southern University, 
Strings at Southern Music 
Festival and the Elaris Sum-
mer Academy.

Classifieds

Yard/Estate Sales

Huge Estate Yard Sale: August 8th 

7am- until. 114 Larsen Street East 
Dublin. Everything must go! Come 

& Explore!

Dublin Police Department
 - Miguyel J’Manuel Moss, 39, was charged disorderly 

conduct at the Loves Truck Stop on Highway 257 around 
1:30 a.m. on July 5.

 An officer responded to the location after a caller on a 
passenger bus said another passenger was causing a scene 
and being aggressive, scaring the other passengers. When 
the bus arrived at the store, the driver got off and pointed 
out the passenger he wanted removed from the bus. Moss, 
who is from Florida, got off the bus.

 He was talking gibberish and was not making commu-
nicating with the officer, who told him the bus driver did 
not want him back on the bus. Moss removed his bag and 
sat it on the ground. He clinched his fist and began to yell. 
The officer asked Moss several times if he needed medical 
attention but never received an answer.

 Moss slammed a glass bottle on the ground, shattering 
it. He then took off his clothes down to his under garment 
and put on other clothes twice. He became aggressive again 
and picked up his bag and slammed it to the ground and 
began to dump all of the contents in the parking lot, caus-
ing the officer to arrest Moss and transport him to the sher-
iff’s office.

 - On July 5, at 1:54 a.m., an officer was dispatched to an 
apartment at Fair Street in reference to threats with a knife 
made toward the occupants.

 - Dusty Lane White, 31, was charged with driving while 
license suspended or revoked at the intersection of South 
Washington Street and Madison Street around 4:30 p.m. 
on June 27.

 An officer saw a tan Chevrolet Silverado with a brake 
light violation. White’s license came back as suspended due 
to child support obligation and failure to appear. White 
was informed that he would be transported to the police 

department to be fingerprinted and released.
 The officer noticed an open container of an adult bev-

erage in the vehicle that was closer to the passenger side 
of the vehicle. The beverage was mostly full and the pas-
senger had taken a drink of it. The alcoholic beverage was 
disposed of.

 - Wesdeondric Josey, 26, was charged with driving while 
license suspended or revoked at the intersection of North 
Jefferson Street and West Moore Street around 12:47 a.m. 
on July 5.

 An officer pulled over a Dodge Charger for having a 
headlight out. Moss told the officer that he believed his 
driver’s license was suspended because of a super speeder 
citation he had received the previous year.

 Josey’s information came back as a suspended driver’s 
license. He was arrested and transported to the police de-
partment where he was fingerprinted and released on cita-
tion. 

 - Around midnight on June 29, an officer responded to 
South Jefferson Street in reference to damage.

 The officer talked with a woman who saw a hole in her 
wall from the bedroom and the bathroom from what ap-
pears to be a bullet. The investigation led to the arrest of 
Jamarion Zentorious Stewart, 22. He was charged with 
reckless conduct. 

Laurens County Sheriff’s Office
 -  A deputy responded to a fraud case that happened on 

Trailwood Lane around 1:36 p.m. on July 7.
 - A theft occurred on Patisaul Road in Rentz around 

2:28 p.m. on July 1.
 - A deputy responded to a vehicle accident at mile mark-

er 49 on I-16 around 1:09 p.m. on July 5.
 - On July 6, around 12:17 p.m., a deputy was dispatched 

to Wyatt Martin Road in reference to theft of electricity.
 - Eric Brandon Doss, 33, was charged with driving un-

der the influence on I-16 at mile marker 39 West around 
2:12 p.m. on July 1 after a deputy saw a white Chevrolet 
Tahoe for window tint and driver brake light not working.

 - A vehicle was damaged on Shuman Lane around 11:37 
a.m. on July 4. 

 - Freddie Lee Steward, 30, was charged with driving un-
der the influence at the intersection of Riverview Heights 
and Martin Luther King Jr. Drive around 3:01 a.m. on July 
5.

 - Around 12:48 p.m. on July 6, a deputy was dispatched 
to an accident with injuries on Highway 257.

 - A deputy met about an incident that happened on 
Rockledge Road on June 25.

 
 Editor's note: This information is public record and 

was taken from reports of local law enforcement agencies. 
These reports do not reflect guilt or innocence. An "arrest" 
does not always indicate incarceration. Readers are cau-
tioned that people may have similar names. Police Beat 
does not identify minor children, victims of sexual assault, 
suicide attempts or medical conditions. Cases dismissed 
do not appear if the newspaper is notified before deadline.

POLICE BEAT...

Elaris Duo to perform benefit 
concert at Dublin First Baptist
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD

The Elaris Duo will perform at Dublin First Baptist on July 
28/SPECIAL PHOTO

 Josh Crews, senior vice 
president of consumer and 
retail lending at Bank of 
Dudley, has been elected 
to serve a three-year term 
as an At-Large representa-
tive on the Leadership GBA 
Board of Directors.

Leadership GBA sup-
ports the advancement of 
career bankers by provid-
ing leadership develop-
ment training, serving as 
a forum through which ca-
reer bankers can network 
and exchange ideas and 
promoting industry advo-
cacy activities at the local, 
state and federal levels.

“Josh’s deep banking 
experience, strong com-
munity involvement and 
commitment to developing 
others make him an excel-
lent addition to the board,” 
said GBA Chairman Susan 
Moss, president and CEO 
of Planters and Citizens 
Bank in Camilla. “He un-
derstands the important 
role banks and bankers 
play in communities across 

our state.”
A third-generation 

banker, Crews has more 
than 25 years of experi-
ence with Bank of Dudley. 
He joined the bank in 1999 
and has held roles in oper-
ations, consumer and com-
mercial lending, branch 
management and security 
oversight.

Crews earned a bach-
elor’s degree in business 
administration in finance 
from Georgia Southern 
University. He is also a 
graduate of the Georgia 
Banking School at the Uni-

versity of Georgia and the 
Graduate School of Bank-
ing at LSU.

Crews is active in the 
Dublin and Dudley com-
munities. He has served 
in several leadership roles 
with the Dublin Exchange 
Club, including president 
and board member, and 
was named Exchangite of 
the Year. He also serves on 
the Dudley Little League 
Board and as vice chairman 
of the Downtown Dublin 
Development Authority.

Founded in 1892, the 
Georgia Bankers Associa-
tion promotes the general 
welfare and usefulness of 
banking and the preser-
vation of a sound bank-
ing system. For 134 years, 
GBA has been the resource 
that empowers Georgia’s 
banks, providing effective 
government relations and 
public advocacy, a commu-
nity of professional peers, 
top-quality education and 
professional development 
and revenue-enhancing 
products and services.

Crews elected to leadership GBA board

CREWS

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD
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PADDED PREVIEW: EL, WL, DUBLIN CONTINUE SEASON COUNTDOWN WITH FOOTBALL JAMBOREES
Another round of padded camps last Tuesday and Wednesday put local football teams on the home stretch of their summer preseason prep work, which concludes for each this week 
over a final series of workouts that make up the GHSA's acclimation process – for players, a mandatory precursor to full-contact practices that begin July 27. Similar events were being 
held all over the state, but much of Middle Georgia converged on Laurens County for a couple of two-day jamborees hosted by East Laurens and Dublin, and a Wednesday-only occasion 
at West Laurens, that had the participation of 14 schools. The Falcons welcomed Crisp County, along with Central and Southwest Macon, for the second of their two sessions Wednesday, 
while the Raiders enjoyed the company of Mary Persons, Thomasville, Treutlen, ACE Charter and Charlton County at The SHU. After hosting their first half-pad camp in late June, the Irish 
had Hawkinsville, Macon County and Vidalia as guests when they opened The Shamrock Bowl once again.

The Falcons' Lagen Mack takes on a Central Macon blocker/DANNY SCARBORO East's Aveone Wicker takes the sweep handoff/DANNY SCARBORO

Thomasville QB Christian Hayes rolls from the Raider pursuit of Braden Willis (94)/HORACE 
AUSTIN The Raiders' Tripp Mascaro turns downfield after a catch/HORACE AUSTIN

Dublin's Royce Harrell makes a cut between Bulldogs/SPECIAL PHOTO, courtesy Dublin City 
Schools

Irish pass-rusher Jalen Dardy leaps to break up a pass at the line of scrimmage/SPECIAL 
PHOTO, courtesy Dublin City Schools

 Russell Henley turned a trip 
to Northwest England into some-
thing of a roller coaster.
 On the first day, there was a lit-
tle tentativeness and queasiness, 
maybe wondering when it would 
become really fun. The second day 
was not much fun at all.
 Then there was the third day, 
where things finally settled in — 
and the amusement park ride be-
came fun.
 The Stratford graduate went 
from barely missing the cut to 
barely missing a run for the Claret 
Jug down the stretch with a siz-
zling Sunday en route to a tie for 
ninth at the 154th British Open.
 “Today, I felt like I played really 
well,” he said. “I had one bad hole, 
and other than that, I played really 
solid. I was just kind of just hop-
ing that eventually my game would 
show up and that I would get the 

scores that I knew I could shoot.”
 In two days, Henley improved 
his paycheck by tenfold, ending up 
with $336,380, as did Adam Scott, 
Rasmus Neergaard-Petersen and 
Ryan Gerard. It pushed him over 
$6 million for the year and to 
$52.8 million for his career.
 Had Henley been able to sim-
ply make par on No. 16 and 18, it 
would’ve been worth $100, or so. 
The three players tied for sixth 
earned $550,883.
 Nevertheless, Henley returned 
home after his second-best ma-
jors finish of the year, after tying 
for third in the Masters. It’s his 
seventh top-10 finish in 46 majors 
in his career, and third straight in 
The Open.
 The PGA Championship re-
mains an issue, having missed 
three of the last four cuts.
 Unofficially, the Rocket Classic 
in Toledo in two weeks is up next 
for Henley, who is 14th in the Fe-

dEx Cup rankings and fifth in the 
Official World Golf Ranking.
 The playoffs start Aug. 13-16 
with the FedEx St. Jude Champi-
onship in Memphis, followed by 
the BMW Championship in St. 
Louis and Tour Championship at 
East Lake in Atlanta.
 Henley seems mostly back to 
form with a strong finish in which 
he was almost suddenly in conten-
tion.
 “I didn’t really think I was in it, 
but just because there’s so many 
guys right around the top,” he 
said. “It felt good to play well. Any 
time you can get a good round go-
ing over here, you’re doing a lot of 
things right. You’re managing your 
game well. You’re managing the 
wind well. You’re managing the 
spin well.
 “Everything is clicking when 
you can get it in the hole here. So 
that felt really good.”
 It wasn’t that Henley played 

poorly the first two rounds.
 “I didn’t feel like I was way off 
with my game the first two days,” 
he told reporters. “I just kind of 
felt like maybe I wasn’t attacking 
the course, not enough drivers or 
whatever. Was just enough off to 
where I wasn’t giving myself birdie 
looks close enough.”
 Still, he hovered around the cut 
line on Friday.
 “I just felt like everything was 
there, but this course is tricky,” 
he said. “I just felt like I was just 
enough off to not make a bunch of 
birdies.”
 He had six birdies before those 
two bogeys at the end, and they 
were more frustrating bogeys than 
usual.
 On the par-4 No. 16, he missed 
a putt of less than five feet for 
par. On the par-4 No. 18, the sec-
ond-hardest hole of the day, he got 
out of a fairway bunker nicely, but 
couldn’t convert on a 12-footer for 

par.
 He finished the tournament 
11th on par 5s and 12th on par 4s, 
struggling on the par 3s. Henley 
struggled in shots gained off the 
tee and on approach, and had a 
below-average weekend in driving 
accuracy, about eight percentage 
points below his PGA-leading 72.8 
percent.
 But he boosted that up to nor-
mal on Sunday, a clear difference. 
Henley was a little more aggres-
sive.
 “I realized watching it on TV 
guys are just hitting it everywhere 
and getting away with it,” he said. 
“I just started hitting some more 
drivers.
 “I mean, some of the lines I saw 
off the tee this week with driver on 
TV and stuff, and then guys would 
still make par or birdie. I just real-
ized I’ve got to be a little more ag-
gressive and not go back to playing 
back so far." 

By MICHAEL A. LOUGH
GTLN Sports Correspondent

Macon's Russell Henley makes another strong finish at The Open
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEPHAN PASTIS

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY CHIP DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

Boyfriend sings different tune about children
 DEAR ABBY: My boy-

friend, "Adam," and I have 
been together for four years. 
We are very much in love 
and share similar views on 
most things. We agree that 
a marriage license is just a 
piece of paper and our re-
lationship is already a mar-
riage, so we don't need one. 

 We have also discussed 
the idea of having children 
in the future, and we agreed 
we didn't want any. I have 
never had the drive to be 
a mother, although I have 
been told I would make an 
excellent one. Even Adam 
has said it. But we both have 
been adamant that we don't 
want children. We love our 
freedom way too much (or 
at least I do), not to mention 
the finances involved, and 
we want to travel a lot. 

 Because I can no longer 
take birth control, I have 
been considering tying my 
tubes. Adam volunteered to 
get a vasectomy because he 
said he doesn't want me to 
go in for surgery. Well, this 
week he confessed that he 
hasn't gone through with it 
because he's scared and he 
still might want a baby. 

 Adam has flip-flopped 
back and forth over the 
last two years about hav-
ing or not having a child, 
while I have stayed firm on 
not wanting any. Should I 
consider having a child if 
that's what he wants? I love 
him. He's the man I see my-
self growing old with, and 
I don't want to break his 
heart. -- PERPLEXED IN 

CALIFORNIA
 DEAR PERPLEXED: 

Parenthood is a joy that 
should be embarked upon 
because you sincerely want 
a child, not to please your 
boyfriend. The truth is that 
motherhood is a lifetime re-
sponsibility. It doesn't end 
when the child turns 21. I 
implore you not to make 
such an important decision 
to please anyone but your-
self, because if something 
happened to Adam, you 
would have to raise that 
child alone. 

 There are other options 
besides birth control med-
ications you should discuss 
with your doctor. Unless 
you are absolutely certain 
you want to become a moth-
er, you should utilize them 
religiously. 

 As to a marriage license 
"just being a piece of pa-
per," let me point out that 
it is much more than that. It 
entitles a spouse to partici-

pate in medical decisions if 
a husband or wife becomes 
incapacitated, and it also 
guarantees rights of inher-
itance if, heaven forbid, 
something should happen 
to either of you. Yes, I know 
there is such a thing as com-
mon law marriage, but a 
marriage certificate is better 
-- trust me on that.

****
 DEAR ABBY: We have 

a morbidly obese 30-year-
old grandson (at least 300 
pounds) coming for dinner 
along with family. We don't 
have any chairs that will 
accommodate him. We are 
concerned that he will be 
embarrassed. Can you help 
us in handling this dilem-
ma? -- HOSTESS IN CALI-
FORNIA

 DEAR HOSTESS: I'll try. 
Go online or start calling 
around to furniture rent-
al companies or catering 
companies that may have 
chairs you can rent that will 
accommodate your grand-
son. If that isn't an option, 
consider buying something 
sturdy, perhaps from a sec-
ondhand or thrift store, 
to have available for him 
during family gatherings. 

 Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by 
her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

PLUGGERS BY JEFF MACNELLYZIGGY BY TOM WILSON
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After spending 16 
years moving away from a 
psychiatric care system cen-
tered on institutionalization, 
state officials are preparing 
to build Georgia’s largest 
state hospital in decades. 

More than 700 Geor-
gians in the criminal justice 
system are currently waiting 
for a spot in a state psychiat-
ric facility, according to Kev-
in Tanner, commissioner of 
the Department of Behav-
ioral Health and Develop-
mental Disabilities. That’s 
why state lawmakers made 
room for $409 million in 
the budget for a 300-bed fo-
rensic state hospital, which 
will be built near Georgia 
Regional Hospital, located 
in south DeKalb County, 
during the 2026 legislative 
session earlier this year. 

The waiting list is put-
ting pressure on county 
jails across Georgia. Accord-
ing to Tanner, the hospital 
will serve only forensic pa-
tients  — people who have 
a mental illness or disabil-
ity and have been charged 
with or convicted of a 
crime. When lawmakers an-
nounced the hospital project 
at a February press confer-
ence, several sheriffs were 
standing alongside them.

Tanner said patients 
come to state hospitals in 
two main ways. In Georgia, 
when a judge decides that a 
person charged with a crime 
isn’t fit to stand trial because 
of a psychiatric condition 
or a disability, they order 
the person into a state-run 
long-term hospital. Simi-
larly, some individuals with 
a mental illness or disabil-
ity are found not guilty be-
cause of their mental state 
— courts also order these 
people into state care.

But when state hospitals 
are at capacity, forensic pa-
tients who cannot be admit-

ted are forced to remain in 
local law enforcement custo-
dy, usually waiting months 
for their court-mandated 
place in a state hospital.

Putnam County Sheriff 
Howard Sills, along with 
other local law enforcement 
across the state, sees the ef-
fects of this backlog every 
day. 

According to Sills, one 
Putnam County inmate with 
a psychiatric illness sat in 
her 5-by-10 foot cell for over 
a year while waiting for a 
state hospital bed before 
she was admitted to Central 
State Hospital in June. 

Sills, who’s been sheriff 
for nearly 30 years, said he 
worries long-term detain-
ment threatens the civil 
rights of the patients. 

“It is my belief … that it 
is unconstitutional to keep a 
person in a penal institution 
if they are mentally ill and 
incompetent to stand trial,” 
he said. “I’m holding this 
person here, in my opinion, 
in violation of the Constitu-
tion of the United States.” 

While Sills said he’s 
pleased about the new hos-
pital, he is skeptical that 
just 300 beds will solve the 
issue facing county jails and 
hopes more facilities for fo-
rensic patients will be built 
in the future.

Tanner said the short-
age is motivating the de-
partment to finish the new 
hospital as soon as possible. 
While a facility of this scale 
typically takes 36 months 
to be completed, he said the 
department hopes to expe-
dite the process. 

“We need the bed capac-
ity today,” Tanner said. “As 
soon as we can get the hos-
pital open, the better it will 
be for the system.”

Tanner said the depart-
ment has already secured 
Atlanta architectural firm 
Jericho Design Group and 
Batson-Cook Construction 

to work on the project. 
The new hospital has 

been in the works for several 
years, Tanner said. A 2023 
capacity study predicted 
that without an additional 
facility, the state would be 
unable to accept any more 
patients by 2034, since 
many spend the rest of their 
lives in a state hospital. 

For now, the facility will 
only serve forensic patients. 
But Tanner left open the 
possibility for the hospital to 
treat other types of patients 
in the future.  

“We’ll design the hos-
pital to be able to house ei-
ther population, but for the 
foreseeable future, it will be 
just a forensic population,” 
Tanner said. “We don’t want 
to design a hospital that 
couldn’t be used for adult 
mental health patients when 
needed.”

An April settlement 
addresses long wait for 

forensic healthcare
Tanner and other state 

government officials have 
been under pressure to ad-
dress the backlog from men-
tal health and disability ad-
vocates along with county 
sheriffs.

In April, the department 
reached an agreement with 
the Georgia Advocacy Office 
and the Southern Center for 
Human Rights to reduce the 
amount of time forensic pa-
tients spend waiting in jails. 

“This agreement is a crit-
ical step toward prioritizing 
treatment over incarcera-
tion and restoring dignity 
and due process for people 
with mental illness who are 
arrested swiftly and then 
stranded in jail simply be-
cause the system did not 
respond in time,” said At-
teeyah Hollie, deputy direc-
tor of the Southern Center of 
Human Rights, in an April 
press release.

By the time the agree-

ment expires in late 2029, 
the department must have 
each forensic patient evalu-
ated within 30 days and ad-
mit them to an appropriate 
restoration program within 
another 30 days. 

For county officials like 
Sills, the Putnam County 
sheriff, the department will 
also be required to provide 
training, education and oth-
er support related to engag-
ing with forensic patients.  

While the new hospital 
did not emerge from the 
April settlement, Georgia 
Advocacy Office Litigation 
Director Devon Orland said 
the two are related and the 
hospital will be a temporary 
solution to some issues cited 
in the agreement.

 
Georgia's complicated 

legacy of 
institutionalization

Funding the hospital 
created buzz when the state 
Senate first unveiled it in 
February. Additionally, a 
week prior, a federal judge 
released the state from part 
of a 2010 settlement agree-
ment with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, which Tan-
ner hailed at the time as a 
“historic moment.”

The settlement had origi-
nated from a landmark court 
case: in 1999, the Supreme 
Court ruled in Olmstead v. 
L.C. that unjustified insti-
tutionalization of people 
with disabilities violates the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. The two Georgia plain-
tiffs were unlawfully held at 
Georgia Regional Hospital. 

The court’s decision led 
to what is known as the Ol-
mstead settlement agree-
ment between the federal 
government and Georgia, 
which has guided expansive 
reforms to the state’s men-
tal health and disability care 
for nearly two decades. The 
settlement mandated that 
Georgia develop a network 

the county, have not been 
because of people speed-
ing,” Evans said. “It is be-
cause somebody comes up 
to the roundabout,  slams 
on brakes and doesn't 
know what to do. The ve-
hicle behind them ends up 
hitting them.”

 When the new round-
about opens for traffic 
at the end of the month, 
there will be two round-
abouts in almost eyesight 
of each other. A few years 
ago, the city had a round-
about placed at the inter-
section of Claxton Dairy 
Road at Moore Street.

 “I think we’ve had zero 
issues right there that I 
know of,” Evans said. “A 
lot of people have made 
comments that we basi-
cally have two on the same 
street. They will help with 
the traffic flow, and it will 
keep traffic moving. 

"Nobody wants to sit at 
a stop sign trying to figure 
out who goes next. I think 
once it is opened, every-
body will see how efficient 
it will be.”

church would like to have a 
timer to ring the bell at cer-
tain times. But since that is 
still a work in progress, he 
added that the main thing 
about Sunday’s celebration 
was having the bell ring out 
once again.

 “We’d like to have the 
bell sound with differ-
ent tones and people will 
be able to hear it,” Davis 
said. “To see all of the peo-
ple turn out, it was such a 
wonderful occasion. I think 
people in the community 
were glad to hear the bell 
ringing again, which was 
like renewing history.” 

 The First AB Church was 

built in 1867 and re-built 
in 1914. The bell was in-
stalled in December 1920. 
Davis said C1 Contracting 
Co. in Eastman and Chuck 
White’s Clock and Carillon 
Co. out of Sharpsburg, Ga., 
did the restoration. 

 Davis thanked Rich-
ards, Miriam Lewis, with 
Visit DublinGA, Jason 
Faircloth,  Jenna Riddle, 
all with Leadership Geor-
gia Class of 2026, Khadine 
Ritchie, with The Home 
Depot in Dublin, Seth Ad-
ams, with Britt, Peters & 
Associates, Inc., Dylan 
Connell, with C1 Construc-
tion, LLC, Chuck White, 
with White’s Clock & Car-
illon, Garbutt Construction 
Co., Dublin Construction 

Co. Inc., and all of the do-
nors that contributed to 
the project.

 Kaden Johnson, 12, a 
member of church,  wel-
comed everyone to the cer-
emony, saying that church 
bells used to bring people 
together. 

 “They have called fam-
ilies to worship, celebrat-
ed joyful moments and 
reminded communities 
of God’s presence,” John-
son said. “Today, we cel-
ebrate the restoration of 
our historic church bell, so 
its voice can ring out once 
again for generations to 
come. … May its sound not 
only call people to church, 
but also lead hearts to 
Christ.”

By ELLIE FIVAS
Georgia Recorder

application," said Manning, 
who later admitted that sec-
tion of the grant application 
"could have been written 
better."

 Residents came pre-
pared with research and 
prepared statements on the 
detrimental effects that data 
centers can have on commu-
nities, ranging from harm 
to wildlife and livestock to 
depleted water supplies and 
diminished quality of life 
from constant noise and 
light.

 "We're here to demand 
that data centers be banned 
outright. Not delayed. No 
moratoriums," said Von-
da Morton, one of almost 
a dozen residents who ad-
dressed the board. "We're 
being proactive, not reac-
tive. ... We do not want and 
we do not need data centers 
in Laurens County."

 Rae Bloodworth also 
asked that the commission 
adopt "protective ordinanc-
es" for when a data center 
does try to locate here.

 "Please protect our re-
sources," she said.

 Rogers encouraged resi-
dents to contact their com-
missioners with concerns 

rather than accept rumors 
on social media. He blamed 
the data center controversy 
on "misinformation" spread 
for political purposes.

 "We don't hide 'behind 
closed doors' or meet in 
'backrooms.'" Rogers said. 
"When misinformation gets 
out, it runs like wildfire."

 The chairman noted that 
social media posts about the 

potential data center includ-
ed messages encouraging 
the public to show up for a 
county commission meeting 
last Monday that was nev-
er scheduled. County Ad-
ministrator Bryan Rogers 
and County Attorney Brad 
Childers stayed after-hours 
to inform the eight to 10 
people who showed up that 
there was no meeting.

 Joe Powers, the Dem-
ocrat  candidate for state 
representative for District 
155, admitted to being "the 
person who created this 
conversation," saying he 
posted about the applica-
tion to generate community 
involvement. 

 Powers asked that the 
commission consider an 
18-month moratorium on 

data centers and related 
businesses.

 In other business, the 
commission:

 • Tabled consideration of 
an alcohol license at 55 In-
dustrial Boulevard after ob-
jections were raised to the 
application.

 • Heard a presentation 
from Makayla Hughes, an 
intern with the Laurens 
County Extension Service. 
Hughes described her work 
this summer, which ranged 

from showing livestock 
to teaching "farm-to-ta-
ble" lessons to youngsters. 
Hughes thanked the com-
mission for providing fund-
ing for the internship.

 • Voted to deed several 
parcels of property on Stan-
ley Cemetery Road, former-
ly used as right of way, back 
to the landowners.

• Renewed a rental 
agreement with the State 
Properties Commission for 
the driver's license facility.
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County Commission Chairman Jimmy Rogers told the crowd that the commission is not 
recruiting or promoting a data center at the Mohawk plant or anywhere/PAYTON TOWNS III

Lynn Whittle of West Point Beverage voices concern over an 
application for another liquor store on Industrial Boulevard
/PAYTON TOWNS III
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Jenna Riddle, a member of Leadership Georgia's class of 2026 and native of Laurens County, 
speaks at the bell-ringing ceremony. Leadership Georgia raised money to help fund the bell's 
restoration/PAYTON TOWNS III

ROUNDABOUT
Continued from page 1

of more localized health ser-
vices for these patients, often 
referred to as a communi-
ty-based care system, rather 
than relying on institutions.

Now, after a federal judge 
decided to release Georgia 
from part of the agreement 
in February, there will be 
less oversight over how 
the state provides services 
for people with behavioral 
health issues.

While some lawmak-
ers tied the new hospital an-
nouncement to the release, 
Tanner clarified to the Re-
corder that the agreement 
did not govern forensic ser-
vices and the hospital could 
have been built regardless.

However, the commis-
sioner said the media atten-
tion created a “springboard” 
for the project.

“I’m obviously not in the 
minds of policymakers and 
legislators,” Tanner said. 
“But I do feel like there is a 
general feeling that it’s good 
timing to be able to build 
a hospital now that we’re 
out of the settlement agree-
ment.”

Georgia building first state psychiatric hospital since landmark disability case
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