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Pie Competition at

( e the Farmers Marlet!
All entries turned
in by 10 a.m. at the

W information table.

VENDORS FOR SATURDAY
August 15, 2026 (7:30 AM to 12:30 PM)

Sweet Rubys
Cheesestraws

Jos'Pee Berry Farm
Blueberries, Chicken Salad
Backyard Shed

Bread, Jellies, Cakes
Eden Organics

Produce

Shemeka Smith

Hair & Body Care, Juices
Off the Farm Produce
Produce

Boyd's Knives
Handmade Knives
Jordan Farms

Produce

Kaleigh Jordan

Produce

Hot Rod’'s Ohoopee Grilling Sauce
BBQ Sauce

Grain & Goat Co.

Cutting Boards & Crosses
Farmhouse Bread Co
Baked Goods

Infused & Rooted

Infused Olive Oils
Beasley Farms

Produce

Willhouse Creations
Baked Goods

Riverbend Meadow Market
Produce

Tasty Paws Pets

Dog Treats

Holi Crop Micro Farm
Micro Greens

Moss & Bloom

Sea Moss & Teas

Muddy Cups & Coffee
lced Coffee

MC Sweets

Cake Pops

Colbey Asbell

Baked Goods & Lemonade
Lord’s Coffee

Roasted Whole Bean Coffee
Rustic Edge Woodworks
Handmade cutting boards
Blessed Loaf Bakery
Baked Goods

Break Bread with Winnie
Baked Goods

Bev’s Sewing Room
Handmade Accessories
Whisked Away
Homemade Cupcakes
Pigeon Forged Bakery
Soft Pretzels

Beth Wood Natural Guru
Essential oils

From Andrew’s Oven
Baked Goods

MGPA

Baked Goods

Fields of Dewy Flowers
Homegrown Flowers
Crown & Spore

Gourmet Mushrooms

We are an authonzed SNAP/EBT market.
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School officials cite progress ahead of hearing

District says it has
addressed findings
that jeopardized
its accreditation

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

The Dublin City Board of
Education made no mention
Monday night of its pending
suspension hearing, but did
continue to make its case
with updates on progress
toward keeping district ac-
creditation.

The board faces a hear-
ing Wednesday in Atlanta
before the state Board of
Education, which will rec-
ommend to the governor
whether local board mem-
bers should be suspended.
The formal hearing is re-
quired by law after Cognia,

the district's accreditation
agency, downgraded Dub-

Interim Superintendent Marcee Pool (right) gives the Dublin school board an update on
the district’s progress in addressing problems from a recent accreditation review. The
school board faced a suspension hearing Wednesday in Atlanta because the district’s
accreditation was downgraded to the lowest status before revocation/RODNEY MANLEY

lin City to "accredited with
conditions" — the agency's

creditation altogether.

Interim Superintendent
Marcee Pool outlined at
Monday's workshop some
of the steps the district has
taken in response to Cog-
nia's findings, including
tighter financial controls
and reporting, improved
personnel  recordkeeping
and across-the-board re-
ductions in salary supple-
ments and additional-day
pay.

Other measures have in-
cluded the hiring of a new
chief financial officer, a pur-
chase order review process
and monthly reconciliation
of credit card activity. Also,
all positions now must be
approved by the school
board.

DUBLIN SCHOOLS

Continued on page 8

lowest status and a required
step toward dropping ac-

BACKTO SCHOOL:

There was a lot of excitement, many hugs

and even a few tears as students across Laurens
County returned to the classroom on Tuesday.
Parents and pupils queued in the early morning
sunlight waiting for the doors to open at Northwest
Laurens Elementary. At 7:30 a.m. it was off to

the races, or to the circus based on the decorations
in the school’s common area, as parents dropped
off their little ones and went out to start the work
day. Across the river, students at East Laurens
Primary settled into their first day with breakfast,
with most marching orderly on their way to and
from the classroom/KYLE DOMINY and RODNEY

MANLEY
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Oconee EMC recognizes crew
members for lifesaving actions

By KYLE DOMINY
Staff Reporter

Oconee EMC has nominated four
members of its line crew and support
staff for Lifesaving Awards for ac-
tions taken over the past year to help
get members of the community out of
harm's way.

The designation, presented by Geor-
gia EMC and awarded during the co-op
group's annual meeting, recognizes
linemen and other crew members who
assisted someone in a life-threatening
situation. Oconee EMC has document-

ed two such events in this year's award
period, Sept. 1, 2025 to Aug. 31, 2026.
"Our line workers and support staff
have said many times that the individ-
uals in each situation were someone's
family. They did what they hoped any-
one would do in their position to help
a fellow person in need — it wasn't for
recognition,” said Jennifer Bryant,
Oconee EMC's chief administrative
officer. "These instances are another
example of that sentiment. Whether it

OCONEE CREW HONORED

Continued on page 8

On June 16, an Oconee EMC crew witnessed a car crash into the
woods off of U.S. 80. The workers contacted 911, before locating

the car and using equipment to clear a path for paramedics
/SPECIAL PHOTO

HELP IS ON THE WAY:

Laurens County is Georgia’s third-largest county in land
mass, so that leaves emergency medical technicians, or
EMTs, with a lot of ground to cover. The county recently
added three new ambulances to its fleet, purchasing the
vehicles with proceeds from the special purpose local
option sales tax (SPLOST). From left: Campbell Grady and
Terry Cobb with the Laurens County Emergency Medical
Service, County Administrator Bryan Rogers and County
Commissioners Gerad Mathis, Brenda Chain, Jimmy Rogers,
Kevin Tanner and Trae Kemp/SPECIAL PHOTO
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Edsel Parley Padgett

Edsel Parley Padgett,
87, passed away at Fairview
Park Hospital in Dublin,
Georgia, on Saturday, Aug.
8, 2026. He was born in
Reidsville, Ga., on Aug. 21,
1938, to the late Parley and
Elma Padgett of Glennville.

In addition to his par-
ents, Edsel was preceded in
death by his brothers, Ed-
win, his twin brother, and
Gerald.

He is survived by his
daughter, Rhonda (Dew-
ey); two sons, Mark and
Brad (Stacy); grandchil-
dren, Brett, Caleb and Clay;
great-granddaughter, Josie
Rae; and his sister, Ramo-
na Carlile of Pennsylvania.
He is also survived by many
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Padgett was a mem-
ber of Jefferson Street Bap-
tist Church. He was a United
States Army veteran and re-
tired from the Georgia De-
partment of Transportation,
where he worked as a high-
way engineer.

Edsel enjoyed hunting,
fishing and spending time
on the land he had pur-
chased for those pursuits.
One of his greatest joys was
watching the wildlife cap-
tured on his trail cameras.
He especially enjoyed see-
ing the animals that visited
his property and keeping up
with them through his cam-
eras.

A graveside funeral ser-
vice was held at Memori-
al Gardens Cemetery on
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2026,
at 10 a.m., with Pastor Kyle
Giddens officiating.

In lieu of flowers, the
family asks that donations
be made to Jefferson Street
Baptist Church, 209 N. Jef-
ferson Street, Dublin, GA
31021, in memory of Edsel.

Stanley Funeral Home
and Crematory/Dublin
Chapel has charge of funer-
al arrangements. To sign the
Online Register Book please
visit www.stanleyfuneral-
home.com.

Funeral Home & Crematory '

Stanley Louis Collins

Mr. Stanley Louis Col-
lins, 73, of Eastman, Ga.,
died Sunday, Aug. 9, 2026.

Funeral services were
held at 11 a.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 12, at Empire Pente-
costal Holiness Church, with
interment in Bowers Ceme-
tery.

He is survived by his wife
— Delbra Pruitt Collins; sons
— Erik Collins (Kerri) and
Kurt Collins (Kaye); grand-
children — Jonas, Anslee,
Hannah, Kaylei and Keaton;
sister — Robin Parkerson
(Ken); brother — Riska Col-
lins (Sue).

The family received
friends in Southerland Fu-
neral Chapel on Tuesday,
Aug. 11 from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has
charge of arrangements.
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Eugene Quintin
Robinson Il

Celebration of life ser-
vices for Mr. Eugene Quin-
tin Robinson III will be
held on Saturday, Aug. 15,
2026, at 11 a.m. Location:
Lighthouse Worship Cen-
ter COGIC — 2201 NW 24th
Street Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Public viewing will be held
on Thursday, Aug. 13, 2026,
from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at Sereni-
ty Funeral Home of Dublin.

Eugene Quintin Robin-
son III was born on Aug. 12,
1959, to the Late Mary Sim-
mons-Jackson and Morgan
Eugene Robinson in Holly-
wood, Fla. He was also pre-
ceded in death by his loving
grandparents. Quintin lived
a life filled with love, laugh-
ter, joy and happiness; he
was a dedicated hard worker
who inspired to be the best
at every task at hand.

He had a passion for
sports, especially track and
field and football, which he
excelled at. As we all know,
he loved the Miami Dol-
phins to the end. He also had
a passion for modeling at an
early age. Quintin was an
electrician for over 45 years
and worked various projects
around the surrounding ar-
eas of Broward, Palm Beach
and Saint Lucie County. He
was well known for his elec-
trical skills and always will-
ing to give a helping hand or
teach anyone who was will-
ing to learn the trade.

Quintin accepted Christ
at an early age and began his
spiritual journey at Gethse-
mane Baptist Church locat-
ed in Hollywood, Fla. He
later re-dedicated his life
to Christ at Greater Destiny
Church located in Port Saint
Lucie, Fla. Where he served
as the chairman deacon and
the head of the church trea-
sury department.

On May 10, 2002, he
married the love of his life,
his high school sweetheart
Mrs. Louise Hall Robin-
son. For over 24 years this
marriage produced extreme
happiness and a model mar-
riage that was exemplified
in the bible who stated “He
that finds a wife found a
great thing.”

He leaves to cherish his
memory his devoted loving
wife Louise Hall Robinson;
three daughters: LaQuay-
sha Washington, Marshayn-
ia Washington, Quintasia
Simpkins (Terall); two sons:
Ervin Rogers Jr. and Travis
Rogers (Tanika); a bonus
daughter Alicia Sutherland;
three sisters: Pearlena Jack-
son, Elretea Mack and Sha-
ron Robinson; one sister-in-
law: Henrietta Williams (AC
Williams) and two bonus
sisters: Lashanda Brown
and Lisa Marshall; one
brother-in-law: Dennis Hall.

He also leaves to cherish
his memory, his eight loving
grandchildren, three uncles:
James Simmons, Louis Rob-
inson, Bennie Robinson; two
aunts: Mamie Robinson,
Michelle Weaver and a host
of nieces, nephews, cous-
in and a miriad of friends.
He also leaves to cherish
his memory one dedicated
friend Leon Devo, and two
special goddaughters: Kiera
“Lil Niecy” Poole and Corde-
lia Boney. And a very special
cousin, Sharon Levy.

Hometown Supply

203 S Jefferson St., Dublin, GA 31021

Appliance Repair

(478) 272-0345

Those who knew Quin-
tin will remember his warm
smile, gentle spirit, quiet
strength. His memory will
live on in the lives of all he
encountered.

Serenity Funeral Home
of Dublin has charge of ar-
rangements.

Willie Lee King Sr.

A home-going celebra-
tion of life service for Mr.
Willie Lee King Sr., 100
years of age, will be held
Saturday, Aug. 15, 2026 in
the Howard Chapel Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 508
South Washington Street,
Dublin, Ga., at 1 p.m. The
Rev. John Bratcher will offi-
ciate.

Willie Lee King Sr.,
passed away peacefully at
home surrounded by his lov-
ing family on Aug. 7, 2026.

He was born on May 25,
1926, in Chester, Georgia, to
the late Susie Tillman King
and Hershall King Sr. He
was raised in Chester and
later made Dublin, Georgia,
his home.

Willie was united in mar-
riage to the love of his life,
Linnie Mae Northcutt, and
together they shared 57
years of marriage before her
passing in 2008. Willie was a
quiet and steady man whose
presence spoke louder than
words. He was soft-spoken,
dependable, hardworking
and deeply committed to
providing for his family.

Throughout his life, Wil-
lie believed in the value of
honest work. He worked at
R.F. Deed Furniture and lat-
er entered federal service,
where he spent 20 years
working in the canteen at the
Dublin VA Medical Center.
During his years of federal
service, he was recognized
for his dedication and work
ethic, receiving numer-
ous superior performance
awards before retiring.

Willie founded King’s
Janitorial Service, a fam-
ily-owned business that
provided cleaning services
to businesses throughout
Dublin. He also operated a
lawn mowing service, taking
great pride in his work and
in doing each job well. He
was a handyman, builder,
gardener and problem-solv-
er. He built utility houses in
his backyard and was well
known for his collection of
tools, sheds and lawn mow-
ers.

Music was also an im-
portant part of Willie’s life,
especially during his young-
er years. He was musically

gifted and enjoyed singing,
playing the guitar and play-
ing the harmonica.

His faith remained an
important part of his life.
Willie was a faithful mem-
ber of Howard Chapel Unit-
ed Methodist Church, where
he served in many capacities
throughout the years. His
service included the trustee
committee, church council,
United Methodist men, pas-
tor parish committee, and
finance committee. He gave
of his time and talents free-
ly and lived a life of service
both inside and outside of
his church.

Willie’s greatest legacy
was his family, and although
many of those closest to
him went before him, the
love, strength and values he
poured into each generation
continue to live on through
those who remain.

Willie was preceded in
death by his beloved wife,
Linnie Mae Northcutt King;
his children, Louise King,
Evelyn King Moore, Willie
King Jr., Susie King Mills,
and Samuel King; his great-
grandchildren, Ayanna Mills
and Jamon Mills; and his
great-great-grandson, Jam-
eir Jackson.

He was also preceded in
death by his siblings, Fan-
nie Mae Collins, Kather-
ine Jones, Ethel Mae King,
Elizabeth Jones, Dorothy
Jackson, Albert King, Jas-
per King, Herschel King Jr.,
Sammie King and Robert
King.

He leaves to cherish
his memory his grandchil-
dren: Kwabene (Wanda)
King, Keena King, Jerome
Moore, Terrance King, Nai-
robi Mills, Travis Blash,
Annelle (Marlon) Mills and
Christian James. He also
leaves his great-grandchil-
dren: Janiqua Smith, Es-
sence (Tommy) Lanier,
De’Marquis (Perkila) John-
son, Kanisha King, Kobi
Todd, Jaidan Moore, James
Mills, Nyonna Mills, Kaylin
James, Caleb Hubbard, Kin-
jal Mills and Adora James.
His great-great-grandchil-
dren include Khalil Lewis,
D’Nylah Johnson, D’Launi
Johnson, Jamon Russell,
Tameira Smith, Khalil Todd,
Asher Lanier, Kelon Lanier,
DeMari Johnson and Jaisah
Mills.

He also leaves behind a
host of loving nieces, neph-
ews, extended family mem-
bers and friends who will
forever cherish his memory.

One hundred years of life
cannot be fully captured in
words. His legacy lives in
the family he built, the lives
he touched, the work of his
hands, the faith he practiced
and the generations who will
continue to carry his name,
his values and his love for-
ward.

Friends are being re-
ceived at the family resi-
dence, 524 Pine Street, Dub-
lin, Ga. 31021

Arrangements entrusted
to Wyche’s Funeral Home.
(www.wychesfuneralho-
meinc.com).

JM Enterprises & More

Land / Lot Clearing

Tree Removal / Clean Up
Privacy / Farm Fencing
Basement Excavation
Pond Clearing and
Restoration Under Brush
Mowing Landscaping

S8 478-234-6632 [\

Call For Free Estimate

Building Demolition
Driveway Installation

Grading

Road Building

House Pads

Food Plots Excavation /
Trenching

478-234-6632

Owner/Operator: James G. Moss - Sparta, GA.

SunSetion

America’s #1 Awning

SAVE $350

when you transform
your patio into an
outdoor oasis.

Call1-877-740-0337 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

@ Instant shade at the touch of a button.

® Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

@ Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty.
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Rhetta Daniels
McCorkle

With love and grati-
tude, we celebrate the life
of Rhetta Daniels McCorkle,
who passed away on Aug. 4,
2026.

Raised in Dexter, Geor-
gia, Rhetta was the beloved
daughter of John Parks
(Bud) Daniels and Nellie
Rivers Daniels. She was
preceded in death by her
parents and brothers Parks
"Bubba" Daniels and Robert
"Bob" Daniels.

Rhetta was known for her
compassion, kindness and
vibrant personality. During
her career as a flight atten-
dant with Delta Air Lines,
she touched countless lives
with her warmth and genu-
ine care for others. She was
a dedicated member of the
Master Gardener communi-
ty.

She found happiness in
tending her beautiful gar-
den, spending time with her
beloved pets, and making
memories with Bill. Rhett
treasured time with her fam-
ily and friends and her joyful
spirit, warm smile, and gen-
erous heart brought light to
every gathering and made
everyone feel welcome.

Rhetta is lovingly re-
membered by her devoted
husband, William "Bill" Mc-
Corkle, and by her cherished
nieces and nephew Carol
Everly (Bobby), Mary Sue
Daniels, John Daniels (Sal-
ly) and their children, along
with cousins and other ex-
tended family members.

To honor Rhetta, please
consider a donation in her
memory to an animal rescue
organization of your choice.

BIRTHDAYS

Aug. 13
Elaine Bass
Pat Brock
Trevor Dominy
Lee A. Duberry
Ari Green
Stevie Stewart
Payton Towns Il

Aug. 14
Jaxon Marion
Sonya Orange

Wilhelmina Rozier

e,
~€RIEHONME.

.——_Erie Roofing Since 1976
: —

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF

Installation

Patricia Page Avery

Patricia Page Avery, 81,
of Macon, Georgia, passed
away on Aug. 5, 2026. A me-
morial service will be held
at 4 p.m., on Thursday, Au-
gust 13, 2026, in the Chap-
el of Hart’s Mortuary at the
Cupola, with a reception
following the service. Rev.
Robby Kerr will be officiat-
ing. Burial will be private at
a later date at Beulah Baptist
Church, in Glenwood, Geor-
gia.

In lieu of flowers, please
make contributions to the
National Breast Cancer
Foundation at www.nation-
albreastcancer.org, in honor
of Mrs. Patricia Page Avery.

Patricia was born in
Wrightsville, Ga., on Nov.
11, 1944, to the late Henry
Daniel and Betsy Ellen Page.
She retired as the office
manager for Macon Power
after many years of service.
Patricia loved to bowl, work
on crossword puzzles, play-
ing Rummy, Yahtzee and
solitaire on the computer.
She also loved traveling. Pa-
tricia will be greatly missed.

Patricia is survived by
her son, Scott Avery (Bran-
di) of Gray, Ga.; her daugh-
ter, Dr. Kathy L. Avery of
Macon; her two grandchil-
dren, Kaitlyn Avery Grubb
(Keli) and Zachary Avery,
both of Juliette, Ga.; her two
great-grandchildren, Layla
Grubb and Maya Grubb; her
sisters, Grace Marie Sumner
of Wrightsville, Ga., Betty
Jean Pierce of Rentz, Ga.,
and Elizabeth “Beth” Page
of Macon; and several nieces
and nephews.

She is preceded in death
by her parents and her sib-
lings, Edward Page and Jea-
nette Barbee.

Please visit www.harts-
mort.com to express your
condolences.

Hart's Mortuary at the
Cupola, 6324 Peake Road,
Macon, Georgia 31210, has
charge of the arrangements.

ANNIVERSARIES

Aug. 12
Charlie & Linda Dassie

Aug. 14
Ted & Cora Pooler

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contragtg
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service s

FREE ESTIMATE | -
SCHEDULETODAY!

Call1.866.939.2151

CALLTODAY!1.866.939.2151

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required.
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you
consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and
service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at

eriehome.com/erielicenses,

SONNY/D. WILKES MINISTRIES

4 l # MARK LEWIS
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SATURDAY
August 15, 2026
6:00PM
eTe
SUNDAY
AUGUST 16, 2026

VIOLINIST, GUITARIST, WORSHIPPER

SUNDAY
August 16,2026

10:30 AM
BATTLEGROUND CHURCH
1300 HWY 29 S.

East Dublin, GA

6:00PM

!

CITYONAHILL
2778 GA 257 HWY

Dublin, GA
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Gladys Strange Hall

Funeral services for Mrs.
Gladys Strange Hall of Dub-
lin, Ga., will be held on Sat-
urday, Aug. 15, 2026, at 11
a.m. at the Spring Hill Bap-
tist Church, 494 Evergreen
Road in Dublin. The eulo-
gy will be delivered by Rev.
Dr. Winfred L. McCloud.
Interment will follow in the
church cemetery.

Gladys Strange was
born on Saturday, April 24,
1937, to the proud parents,
Isaac and Dena Bell Stanley
Strange from Toomsboro,
Georgia. At an early age, she
joined the Jordan Stream
Baptist Church where Rev.
Jackson was pastor; Rev.
Author Gordon is the cur-
rent pastor. She attended
the Rosenwald School locat-
ed in Toomsboro, Georgia.
Prior to her death, she was
a current faithful member
of the Spring Hill Mission-
ary Baptist Church where
Rev. Dr. Winfred McCloud
is pastor.

In July 1954, Gladys was
united in Holy Matrimony
to Milladge “Buck” Hall of
Dublin, Ga. To this union,
six children were born, Glo-
ria Patricia, Emmett Ron-
ald, Milladge Brennan, Mar-
tin Luther, Teresa Karen
and Royce Jamieson. After
marriage, Gladys joined the
Spring Hill Missionary Bap-
tist Church of Dublin, Geor-
gia where she served as a
faithful and dedicated mem-
ber as a missionary and a
usher for many years. Glad-
ys also was a hard worker on
the family farm and caring
for her family faithfully.

In her later years, she
took a class to become an
official caregiver and sitter.
After completing this class,
she worked for several fam-
ilies in Laurens County pro-
viding care to their loved
ones.

Gladys loved preparing
delicious sweets: chocolate,
pineapple, caramel and
pound cakes for family and
friends. That must be why
everyone always said that
she was a sweet lady (LOL!).
Gladys had a warm, strong
and captivating personality
with a special smile that cap-
tivated everyone. She wore
that beautiful welcoming
smile to everyone she met.
She was always humble,
compassionate and caring
to everyone. She loved all
her children, her grandchil-
dren, her great grandson,
her sisters and brothers, her
nieces and her nephews, all
her cousins and relatives,
and all her friends! God has
smiled on me ... He’s been
good to me!

On Aug. 6, 2026, Gladys
Strange Hall received her
heavenly wings.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, and
by her husband, Milladge
“Buck”Hall,  her sisters:
Mable Strange Hall and
Dorothy; brothers: L.J, Os-
car Crawford (O.C.) and
Joe Daniel Sr., in-laws, Na-
polean (Rose) Hall, Earl
(Willie Mae) Hall, Arthur
Hall, Marshall Hall, Emmett
Hall, Jr., James (Mildred)
Hall, Doretha (Leslie) Loft-
ers, Retha Hall (Thomas Sr)
Harris, Pauline Hall, James
Green, and son-In-law, Otis
Reese.

Gladys leaves to cher-
ish her memories with her
children: Gloria Reese,
Milladge Brennan Hall,
Martin Luther Hall, Tere-
sa (Isaac) Bright and Royce
Jamison Hall, sisters: Do-
ris Green, Mazetta Cook,
brothers: Wilbert Strange
and Elbert (Emma Whip-

ple) Strange, sisters-in-law,
Feleshia Hall, Earnestine
Walkins Strange, Alice Veal
Strange, grandchildren:
Lakita Cherelle Reese, Ki-
sha Simone Reese, Valeesha
(William) Halmon, Derrick
Reese, Isaac Bright, Jr.,
Dana V. Bright, and Zackary
O. Bright, great-grandson:
Artis J. Halmon, two spe-
cial cousins: Martha Pearl
Strange Whipple and Lillie
Marie Lowther, childhood
friend: Ethelrene Thomas
Bellamy, and she also leaves
a host of nieces and neph-
ews, cousins and friends.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com.

The family will receive
friends on Friday, August
14, 2026, 6-7 PM at the Dud-
ley Funeral Home, 617 East
Jackson Street in Dublin.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations
of Dublin.

Shirleen Osborne
Davidson

Shirleen Osborne Da-
vidson, lovingly known as
Shirleen, 82, of East Dub-
lin, Georgia, passed away
on Aug. 10, 2026, after a life
marked by faith, devotion
and kindness.

Shirleen was born on
Aug. 16, 1943, in Wauchu-
la, Fla., to the late Roy C.
Osborne and the late Mary
Eunice Spillers Wood and
Ira Wood. She was a loving
and kind woman whose gen-
tle spirit touched the lives of
all who knew her. Her life
was centered on her family,
her faith and the simple joys
that brought her happiness
each day.

She was preceded in
death by her brothers,
Roy Osborne and Buddy
Wood; her daughter-in-
law, Cindy Davidson; and
her  great-grandchildren,
Kenneth Davidson Jr. and
Weston Edge.

She is survived by her de-
voted husband of 63 years,
Jerry Davidson; her -chil-
dren, Tim Davidson of Ea-
tonton, Georgia, Ken David-
son of Ohio, Jeff Davidson
and his wife Sue of Dexter,
Georgia and Tonya Ful-
ghum and her husband Dale
of East Dublin, Georgia; and
her sisters, Ann Morton and
her husband Mike of Rentz,
Georgia and Bessie Asp and
her husband Carl of Lenoir,
North Carolina.

Shirleen was a cherished
grandmother to Tyler Da-
vidson, Miranda Davidson,
Crystal Davidson, Chris-
topher Davidson, Hunter
Davidson, Sydney York and
her husband Cory, Abbey
Phillips and her husband
Joseph, Mitch Edge and
his wife Logan, Misty Edge,
Mitch Fulghum and his
wife Stacy, Jason Fulghum
and his wife Hali, Ashley
Fulghum and Harley Ful-
ghum. She was also a proud
great-grandmother to Jacob
Edge, Drake Edge, Aliyah
Edge, Westlyn Edge, Charlie
Blake Edge, Preston David-
son, Adden Davidson, Annie
Phillips, Avery Phillips, Bai-
ley Phillips, and baby York,
who is due in November.
Her family was the center
of her world, and she trea-
sured every moment spent
with them.

Shirleen worked in in-
surance for many years
with Lovett Insurance and
later retired from Geico In-
surance Company. She was
known for her strong work
ethic, her dependable nature
and the care she showed to
those around her. In her lat-
er years, she devoted herself
to raising her great-grand-
son, Jacob Edge, a role she
embraced with deep love

NO FAIR! - It was Oc-
tober and almost every city
and hamlet was having a fall
fair. Trouble was that the
country and the world were
being invaded by attacks of
influenza, one year before
the Spanish Flu pandemic
in 1919. Dr. W.C. Shellnut,
an expert in these matters,
wrote a letter to the Ma-
con Telegraph, which was
endorsed by many of the
leading citizens of the Mon-
trose community to cancel
all fairs that year. Sound fa-
miliar? Macon Telegraph,
Oct. 6, 1918.

WERE ALL RED,
WHITE & BLUE - Pres-
ident Woodrow Wilson’s
declaration of war against
Germany in World War I
brought out great patrio-
tism in Dublin in April 1917.
Twenty African Americans
joined the Army instantly.
A little less than a year af-
ter America declared war
on Germany in World War
I, the people in Dublin and
Laurens began opening
their pockets and donating
money to the war effort.
The African-Americans
stepped forward by pre-
senting a rally at the court-
house. Dr. U.S. Johnson,
a leading physician and
minister in Dublin served
as chairman of the event.
Invited to speak were M.H.
Blackshear and mayor
Lucien Q. Stubbs. Three
months later, a large group
of eighty African-American
soldiers assembled at the
courthouse in yet anoth-
er patriotic rally.  There
were flag waving, cheers,
and tearful goodbyes as the
train headed west to Macon
and the unknown. Macon
News, April 19, 1917, April

DID YOU KNOW ...?

A DLk

By SCOTT B. THOMPSON SR.

21, July 29, 1918.

THE OL’ MAN’S FRO-
ZEN RIVER - During the
15th to 20th days of Janu-
ary when historically the air
temperatures average the
lowest, a correspondent of
the Macon Telegraph that
the Oconee River was fro-
zen solid from one bank to
the other. The oldest timer
could not remember such
a fascinating site. Air tem-
peratures were hovering
around the zero mark. The
Augusta Canal became a
skating rink. It was Jan.
19, 1886, during one of
the county’s most damag-
ing freezes. The ice about
eleven miles from Dublin
was so hard that Captain
R.C. Henry’s steamer, The
Laurens, lost her rudder.
Macon Telegraph, Jan. 19,
1886.

ONE FINE FLOUNDER
- One veteran fisher de-
cided to take the easy way
to catch some fish for his
family so he threw out nets
into the Oconee River. He
came back a few days later
to see what the nets caught.
Much to his supreme joy,

he found a fine flounder,
some 20-plus inches long
just floundering around.
Macon Telegraph, Aug. 26,
1885.

TO DRINK OR NOT TO
DRINK - A local preacher,
as a part of the decision for
county residents to be al-
lowed to sell ligour. When
the parson asked his con-
gregation to stand up and
vote for liquor. Only one
person rose. When he asked
anyone in the congregation
to raise their hand if they
were opposed to drink-
ing liquor. No one moved.
Frustrated and nervous,
the pastor figured that if
the liquor folks won, then
the prohibitionists won the
election by a single vote.
Atlanta Constitution, June
27,1884.

BIG FISH JUMPING
- Atlantic sturgeons have
been thought to be living
fossils. In the 1800s, they
were abundant in this area,
primarily in the Oconee Riv-
er from below Milledgeville
down to Blackshear’s Ferry
and Carr’s Shoals. Today it
is considered almost extinct

The et cetera chronicles - vol. 138

in this area. Many states
have launched programs
to protect these ancient
fish. In the fall of 1884, ob-
servers state that at least
15 jumping out of the wa-
ter just above the Dublin
ferry. Sturgeon generally
swim upstream in this area
during the late summer
months of August and Sep-
tember. In Aug. 18, 1878,
Dr. Charles Hicks caught a

s 188-pound sturgeon some

14 miles north of Dublin.
Macon Telegraph, Oct. 1,
1884 and Dublin Post Aug.
21, 1878.

BOSS HOGS - Thomas
J. Lewis and Joe M. Mullis,
Sr., two farming neigh-
bors of Cadwell, Georgia,
were known for raising big
hogs. When it came to “hog
killing” time in December
1910, the men displayed
monster hogs. Lewis killed
one hog, which dressed out
at 601 lbs. Mullis killed
five, which had a combined
weight of 1536 pounds.
Americus Times, Dec. 11,
1910.

WHERE HAVE ALL
THE PREACHERS GONE?
- In a town of 7,000 peo-
ple, four of the city’s main
denominations were miss-
ing in the pulpit. Rev. R.E.
Stephens, of the Christian
Church, moved to Lexing-
ton, Kentucky. The First
Baptist Church’s pulpit was
temporarily vacant until a
meeting of the membership
could be held. The priest
position at Christ Episcopal
was still vacant after one
year. Additionally, there
was one more minister not
listed. Americus Times,
Sept. 22,1909

By JACK BAGLEY
GTLN

As crass as it may seem,
I'm going to do another of
those silly book plugs here.

I have compiled a sec-
ond book of tidbits from
previous columns, and it is
available for sale on ama-

zon.com!

You <can get your
and commitment.

A faithful Christian,

Shirleen was a member of
Mt. Zion Baptist Church.
Her faith was an important
part of her life and guid-
ed the way she loved and
served others. She found joy
in reading and in watching
the Atlanta Braves with her
sweet husband, and these
quiet pleasures reflected the
contentment and warmth
that defined her days.

Shirleen will be re-
membered for her loving
heart, her kind spirit, and
the steadfast devotion she
showed to her family and
friends. Her legacy lives
on in the many lives she
touched in the love, she gave
so freely throughout.

The family would like to
thank Family Hospice espe-
cially, Bekka Dixon, Danee
Brooks and Erica Walker.

Services will be held at
11 a.m. on Thursday, Aug.
13, 2026, at Mary Whitaker
Townsend Memorial Chapel
burial to follow at Mt Zion
Cemetery. Dr. Larry Daniel
will officiate. The family re-
ceived friends on Wednes-
day, Aug. 12, 2026 from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. at Townsend
Brothers Funeral Home.

Pallbearers will be Mitch
Fulghum, Jason Fulghum,
Mitch Edge, Tyler Davidson,
Cory York and Joseph Phil-
lips.

The family may be con-
tacted at the home of Dale
and Tonya Fulghum, 737
Fulghum Road, East Dublin,
GA.

Please visit WWW.
townsendfuneralhome.com
to sign the online memorial
registry.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of
the arrangements.

very own copy of Now ...
You Know!, the sequel to
the 2022 book issued from
this silliness, just by visit-
ing the above-mentioned
website and entering my
name in the search bar (and
paying, of course). Please,
go and do that! Then read
on for this week’s trivia!

Did you know ...

... why the title charac-
ter in the 1973 Disney an-
imated film Robin Hood
was portrayed as a fox?
Walt Disney (1901-1966)
had wanted to do a movie
about Reynard the Fox, a
European legend. Reynard
was known as a trickster
and one to cause havoc,
but in the end Disney de-
cided his legend was too
dark. The idea was shelved
until the early 1970s, when
the Disney organization
decided to make an ani-
mated Robin Hood ... and
Reynard became the title
character. (In a manner of
speaking, of course.)

.. a professional wres-
tling event once had an
audience of 300,000? The
event happened in 1995 in
Pyongyang, North Korea.
While the two-day event
was heavily attended, it
wasn’t because of love for
the sport of wrestling — it
was because, as one at-
tendee told a wrestler, at-
tendance was mandatory.
(If you didn’t show up, you
were the next main event.)

. George Washington
was not the first president
of the United States? Be-
fore you go building the
gallows to hang me for her-
esy, read on. Washington
(1732-1799) was indeed the
first president to serve un-
der the Constitution. But
prior to the adoption of the
Constitution in 1788, the
country was governed un-
der a document called the
Articles of Confederation.
From 1781 to 1788, the ex-
ecutive office of the nation,
officially called President of
the Continental Congress,
was held by a succession
of fourteen individuals, be-
ginning with Samuel Hun-
tington (1731-1796), who
held the post from March 1
to July 10, 1781. Addition-

al trivia note: Huntington
also served as governor of
Connecticut, and was the
first governor in the Unit-
ed States to die in office.
(Thanks to Mason for the
tip!)

... the sky is a time ma-
chine? Go out tonight
and look at the stars. You
are seeing light that has
taken years — sometimes
thousands of years — to
get to Earth. We do not
see things in the sky as
they are, we see them as
they were back when the
light first emanated from
them. And it applies even
close to home — the Sun
in the daytime sky, for in-
stance, shows you what it
looked like eight minutes
ago. Even the Moon isn’t
real-time; its reflected sun-
light takes 1.4 seconds to
get to Earth. (That’s the
kind of stuff that keeps you

up at night.)
the first gaso-
line-powered  “horseless

carriage” created by Henry
Ford had a rather strange
name? When Ford (1863-
1947) built his first au-
tomobile, he called it the
Quadricycle.  Ford was
working at the time of his
1896 development for his
best friend, Thomas Ed-
ison (1847-1931), at Edi-
son’s Illuminating Compa-
ny in Detroit. He used the
Quadricycle to begin devel-
oping what would become
the Ford Motor Company
in 1903. (I'm surprised
they haven’t re-used the
Quadricycle name by now.)
. no one specific air-
craft is officially named Air
Force One? The designa-
tion is used for any U.S.
Air Force aircraft on which
the President of the United
States is traveling. Most
people think it means one
specific jet, the well-known
official aircraft of the Pres-
ident, but it doesn’t. It
means any Air Force plane
which the leader of the free
world is on. If the Pres-
ident is on a civilian air-
craft, the call sign for it is
Executive One. (Hail to
the chief, and all that.)
science fiction is
far older than you might

think? An ancient Greek
writer, Lucian of Samosa-
ta (125 AD-180 AD) wrote
what is now considered the
first true science fiction
story, A True History, in
the second century AD. In
the tale, Lucien writes of a
group of travelers who are
blown off course and wind
up on the Moon. They find
themselves involved in war
between the King of the
Moon and the King of the
Sun, and when they return
to Earth they are swal-
lowed by a whale. More
adventures ensue before
the travelers discover a
previously-unknown con-
tinent on Earth, and the
tale ends there. Lucien ex-
plains the title of the story
in the first portion, where
he calls everything that
happens afterward “a lie.”
(Lucien should have been
in politics with that kind of
logic.)

Britain had more
than just thirteen colo-
nies in America in 17757
The thirteen that revolt-
ed against the Crown and
formed the United States
were just over half of the
actual number of colonies.
The British had 23 colonies
in North America when the
thirteen revolted. (They
don’t teach you that in
school, do they?)

.. economic levels cra-
tered twice during the
Great Depression? From
the beginning of the De-
pression in 1929 until
1936 or so, unemployment
levels were in the area of
near 25 percent, but other
indicators were improving
each year. By 1936, those
other main economic in-
dicators had gotten back
to the pre-crash level, so
the government decided
to cut spending. The idea
was that the private sector
would step in. They didn’t,
and the economy took an-
other sharp downturn,
which was not resolved un-
til World War II began for
the U.S. in 1941. (Maybe
we should call it the Dou-
ble Depression?)

Now ... you know!
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How to grow is a choice; change is not

Data centers are the new
boogeyman. Let’s just stipu-
late that right up front.

The topic has begun to
dominate political, econom-
ic and social conversations.
Theyre a placeholder and
catch all as a tangible sym-
bol for many things.

A.l, growth, develop-
ment, tech bros, the wealth
of tech bros, climate change,
electricity rates, water ca-
pacity,... The list of concerns
surrounding data centers is
growing and seems endless.

We've touched on a few
of these issues in this space
before. Today I'm going to
encourage you to widen the
lens a bit. If we'’re really go-
ing to address the questions
and concerns around “data
centers”, perhaps we need
to break down what we’re
really talking about.

The actual concerns
around data centers can be
adequately and easily ad-
dressed by local authorities.
“Does this location fit with
our land use plan? Do we
have the water and sewer
capacity for this develop-
ment which will still allow
for future growth? How will
it be powered and is the in-
frastructure in place to get
the electricity here?” Those
are some basics as a good
starting point.

The state has already
stepped in and addressed
the cost of additional pow-
er infrastructure. Any sys-
tem upgrades to distribute
power to data centers must
be charged to the end users,
not to the general popula-
tion of customers regulated
by the Georgia Public Ser-
vice Commission.

The water use problem is
widely quoted and usually
wrong. Newer systems be-
ing installed now are most-
ly “closed loop” systems
where the water used to cool
the data centers is recycled
within the systems. The ac-
tual water that is discharged
into the local sewer system

By CHARLIE HARPER

is generally attributed to the
facilities used by the office
side of the structure — i.e,
bathrooms and janitorial
services. Even that water is
mostly returned to the river
system after treatment.

Once you address the real
and specific questions about
the data center itself, you're
generally left with the same
concerns and arguments
surrounding any large scale
development. People gen-
erally fear change, and they
will project fears of the un-
known onto projects of ma-
jor change rather than seek
answers. Too often, they
start with false premises and
end up asking the wrong
questions to get those an-
Swers.

The area where I grew up
— South Metro Atlanta — is
the epicenter of Georgia’s
data center boom. The spe-
cific arguments are new. The
concerns and general oppo-
sition are not.

Many a council and com-
mission meeting have heard
citizens’ desires to “preserve
our rural nature.” This has
been the pattern since the
mid-1970s, when my home
county grew from just over
12,000 residents to over
100,000 by 2010.

Despite all of that growth
there are still large connect-
ed tracts, many along the
major highways, that allow
the county’s residents in

small lot subdivisions to see
trees and farmland. They're
convinced they’re part of ru-
ral preservation rather than
part of the county’s urban-
ization.

We used to call that
“drawbridge mentality”.
The last ones in were often
the loudest to keep things as
they just found them.

The problem with this is
math. Newer homes tend to
pay more in property taxes
than existing homes, as new
construction is generally
priced more than existing
homes. Thus, suburbs can
often offer “low taxes” rel-
ative to their more urban
neighbors so long as growth
is rapid.

This often hides the fact
that residential homes cost
more in services provided
than the average homeown-
er pays. An old rule of thumb
from a decades ago urban
economics class pegged this
at almost $2 for services for
every $1 paid. Cities and
counties that keep homes
large and expensive can
close that gap somewhat,
but usually can’t get it to
parity.

Retail is often a net wash
in taxes paid for services
used. While retail brings
in both property and sales
taxes, they push demand for
police, fire, roads and traffic
control.

The money not paid by

residents for services they
need is usually made up by
the “office/industrial” cat-
egory. Warehouses are the
gold standard here, because
they jack up the tax base
while using few services.
The negative externality
they produce is an amazing
amount of truck traffic, that
counties minimize by zon-
ing them as close as possi-
ble to interstates — making
the expense a state/federal
problem.

When the county stops
growing, property tax rates
rise as new residents de-
mand new services and the
value of older housing stock
has to carry the full load.
That vacant land is taxed
too. The owners that have
held it for generational in-
vestment are asked to carry
the load so that those in sub-
divisions can see farms and
trees.

Eventually, whether it’s
for taxes or the families
owning the large tracts need
to settle estates and move
on, the land is sold for a
higher and better use. Right
now, data centers are often
that answer. In some areas
it’s solar farms. In others,
warehouses.

In growing areas, this is
a natural life cycle for open
tracts of vacant land. This
description now represents
a majority of the state.

The question many com-
munities need to be asking
themselves — immediately
and purposefully — is not if
they’re going to grow, but
how. Does the current zon-
ing map reflect the commu-
nity of today and tomorrow?
Is there a land use plan in
place? Do zoning changes
adhere to it? If not, why
not?

Growth is a choice.
Change is not. It’s up to local
leaders and the citizens who
elect them to understand
the difference and plan ac-
cordingly.

Nazis on the beach

PONTE VEDRA BEACH,
Fla. — Thisis a very exciting,
unincorporated community
that once featured a mining
operation (titanium, zircon,
and rutile), which brought
about the name “Mineral
City.” There were not a lot of
minerals to unearth, and it
took a while before the right
guy with the right real estate
instincts set the resort on a
fast track to glory.

A man by the name of
Joseph C. Stehlin arrived in
1929 to take over the min-
ing operation. He wanted
to develop the property sim-
ilar to The Cloister on Sea
Island and concluded that
the name Mineral City had
to go.

Stehlin and his wife went
to the library in St. Au-
gustine and found an old
Spanish map, saw the name
Pontevedra on Spain’s’ At-
lantic coast, and, accord-
ing to the Internet, learned
that the name of the town
was derived from a Roman
bridge, “pontis vedra” or
“old bridge.” He was elated
and got the name approved,
which was much more mar-
ketable for real estate af-
ficionados than “Mineral
City.”

From that austere be-
ginning, Ponte Vedra has
become one of the most
popular luxury resorts
there is. Today, the median
household income stands
at $150,646. “PV” is an up-
scale place where you rub

shoulders with elite per-
sonalities, including pro-
fessional golfers and former
football players who enjoy
the beach, restaurants and
championship golfing lay-
outs.

Deane Beman, a vision-
ary golf commissioner,
wanted to find a permanent
home for the Tournament
Players Championship and
got a head turning offer
of 400 acres in 1972 for
$1 from a local developer,
Paul Fletcher. That is how
the Player’s Championship,
which has the richest purse
in golf and is the headquar-
ters of the PGA Tour, be-
came located in Ponte Ve-
dra.

I have watched this area
grow and prosper over the
years. Coming here in the
last years of the Wallace
Butts era in Athens, you
could appreciate the excep-
tional features at the Ponte
Vedra Inn and Club. The
Georgia football team con-
ducted Friday workouts on
the golf course and there
were excellent restaurants,
even in those days.

A wonderful friend of
many years, Vernon Brin-
son, who grew up in Mac-
clenny, 30 miles west of
Jacksonville, played base-
ball for Jim Whatley at
Georgia and became very
successful in the automo-
bile business. He and his
wife, Patricia, have been ge-
nial hosts many times in the

past.

Seeing the sun coming
up over the Atlantic is one
of the extra benefits from
a stay at Ponte Vedra, as
is lunch at the beach club
overlooking a placid lagoon
that enhances an outstand-
ing meal. That is one of the
most pleasant mealtime set-
tings you can find.

The history of Ponte Ve-
dra includes photos at the
Inn that help document how
worried Americans were
in the early Forties when a
German submarine, U-584,
surfaced and allowed four
saboteurs to come ashore in
asmall boat. Theyhad large
amounts of cash and were
able to depart on a train for
Cincinnati and Chicago but
were soon captured.

Another submarine sur-
faced near Long Island but
were spotted by a Coast
Guard seaman on patrol.
They tendered a bribe, but

his suspicion caused him
to report his superiors. The
invaders were soon caught.
Of the eight saboteurs, six
were executed in Washing-
ton, D.C. George Dasch,
who turned himself into the
FBI in Washington, D.C.,
along with Peter Burger,
were given life sentences
but, after the war, were de-
ported to Germany.

Ponte Vedra is a place
where it is nice to read a
book with the rambunctious
Atlantic  rolling ashore,
providing an uplifting roar
that makes you feel you
have two seashells covering
your ears—if you remember
those days of yore.

You walk on the beach
when the tide is out, comin-
gling with other temporary
residents, leashed dogs, and
cackling seagulls. Then you
head to a favorite restaurant
that serves fried shrimp and
hushpuppies. You can ex-
pect to sleep soundly and
pleasantly.

You get up refreshed and
there is the ocean again, the
beach, and the seagulls. It
is like your favorite marti-
ni. You never tire of a good
thing, and the best of times
are those in which you are
near a pleasant beach and
an ocean that accommo-
dates your desire to feel
peaceful. Here’s to Joe and
Elizabeth Stehlin for finding
the right name for this won-
derful beach environment.

And to Vernon and Pa-
tricia Brinson for making
my day yet again.

TELL IT!

CALL 272-0375, EMAIL
CHTELLITRGMAIL.COM, OR
TELL IT! AT

COURIERHERALDTODAY.COM

Highland Avenue,
Duncan Street, area:
What's going on with the
neighborhood? It's going
down and looks terrible.
Houses look terrible, run
down with pot holes. What
is the city doing?

These landlords
don't care about the way
their property looks, only
care about collecting mon-
ey. Others home values are
dropping because of their
neighbors' yard. Can we
think about our neighbors?

[Fast food] restau-
rant employees please
stop having half of your
hair braided and half stick-
ing straight up. That looks
so disgusting working in
drive through. Along with
pink hair. Do better work-
ers.

I thought the City
of Dudley didn't want any
new rental property built?
They can't get the water
and sewage under control
asitis.

Can the yard sheriff
pay a visit to the Capital
City bank on Hillcrest? The
grass looks awful. You can

tell this is not a community
bank.

What's going on
with the city shop? So
many turnovers and can't
get no one to work. Seems
it's going downhill.

So how many of Dub-
lin City students trans-
ferred to Laurens County
and Trinity and how many
is left in Dublin City? How
many is at the new Magnet
school? Just wait until the
charter school comes next
year. Will Dublin City even
have any students?

Question: Why did
DCS extend the HR Direc-
tor Amy Duke's contract

and not pay the coaches
and teachers?

The county wants
another penny of your
money. That would be 9
cents on the dollar they
then raise the assessment
and it's a zero gain on your
property taxes. Pretty soon
like the other penny taxes
they need more pennies
and more pennies. Soon
we will be losing 10 to 15
percent of your income to
county city taxes and still
paying the same end of
year property taxes. It is
a never ending story. Plus
the city keeps raising our
water, sewer and garbage
costs so add it all up and
you are paying a bunch al-
ready, with no end in sight,
to reduce any of the penny.

Heard a lot of talk
about data centers ... It's
my understanding that
there is already a data cen-
ter in Laurens County, has
been for a while. I guess it
has been operating with-
out a license. It was easy to
locate on Madison Street.

I'm the one that
called in the other day
about the speeders. The
roads are: Dewey Warnock
Road. Bethlehem Church
Road and Country Club
Road. They need to patrol
all the highways instead
of sitting out there on that
dadblamed interstate. All
I want them to do is slow
down on these roads.

Mrs. Pool I'm sure is
a fine person. However, in
the city board of education,
she was involved in the
decision making and she
had to have known about
the decision making with
the money. Editor's Note:
Mrs. Pool was curricu-
lum director before being
named interim superin-
tendent.

TELL IT! GUIDELINES

Have something to say about life in Dublin and Laurens Coun-
ty? We want to hear it. Tell It! is a space for community voices:
praise, frustration, questions and everything in between.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Keep it local. Submissions should focus on issues, people and
places in Dublin and Laurens County. We are not the right venue
for commentary on national politics or public figures outside our

community.

Be civil. Personal attacks, profanity and hate speech will not be

published. Criticism is welcome;

name-calling is not.

Stick to the facts. Submissions must not contain false state-
ments of fact about identifiable individuals or organizations. We
cannot publish content that is defamatory or exposes the Courier

Herald to legal liability.

The Courier Herald reserves the right to edit submissions for
length and clarity, and to decline any submission at its sole discre-
tion. Submission does not guarantee publication.
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Twiggs residents push for reduced speed, traffic
on Cary Road

measures after fatal hit—and—

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
GTLN

In the weeks following a
fatal hit-and-run that killed
45-year-old Danville resi-
dent Gyrino Stanley, resi-
dents are urging the county
to take drastic safety mea-
sures to reduce speeding on
Cary Road.

Stanley was walking
along Cary Road in the ear-
ly morning hours of July
19 when he was struck and
killed by an unknown car.
Weeks later, law enforce-
ment still have not made an
arrest as they wait for the
results to come back from
the Georgia Bureau of In-
vestigation crime lab.

Henry Simmons, who
lives on Cary Road not far
from where Stanley was
killed, spoke at a coun-
ty commission meeting
last week, urging officials
to consider reducing the
road’s speed limit and build
infrastructure that would
force drivers to slow down
in high-traffic areas.

He brought with him a
petition signed by 36 other
residents.

Since Stanley’s death,
deputies have increased
patrol in that area, but ac-
cording to Simmons, it’s not
enough.

“With the recent hit-
and-run fatality, something
needs to be done,” he said.
“Our deputies are busy
enough as it is. They cannot

babysit certain sections of
the county 24/7.”

The current speed lim-
it on Cary Road is 45 miles
per hour. Simmons suggest-
ed the speed be reduced to
25 miles per hour, following
other neighborhoods with a
similar number of residents.

According to Simmons,
the National Homebuild-
ers Association of America
recognizes any area with
50 residents as a neighbor-
hood, and neighborhoods
generally have a capped
speed limit of 25 miles per
hour.

He also cited a similar fa-
tality that occurred on Hill-
Brown Road in 2020, less
than five miles from Cary
Road. In that case, a two-
year-old girl was hit and
killed by a teenage driver. A
witness later reported that
the driver was driving the
posted speed limit.

Sometime later, the
speed limit on Hill-Brown
Road was reduced to 25
miles per hour.

But children aren’t the
only potential victims in
the area. According to Sim-
mons, several people in the
neighborhood walk Cary
Road every day for exercise
or out of necessity, especial-
ly the eldery.

“We have a lot of chil-
dren [on Cary Road]. We
have a lot of elderly folks in
the area who have to cross
over Cary Road to get their
mail,” Simmons said.

R

Cary Road residents are urging the county to implement a
speed reduction and speed humps in the wake of a hit-and-
run that killed 45-year-old Danville resident Gyrino Stanley
/CAROLINE WEATHERSBY

Since the hit-and-run,
Simmons says people feel
unsafe to go on their daily
walks. He even told com-
missioners that he wouldn’t
allow his son or his grand-
children to get near the
road.

Residents like Simmons
are also asking the county

to install speed humps in
high-traffic areas to prevent
people from speeding.
According to Simmons,
the highest concentration
for residents throughout
Cary Road is from Wood-
land Park up to 500 block.
This would be the best place
to install a hump, he sug-

gests.

Though many residents
agree with Simmons that
something should be done
to reduce the speed on Cary
Road, others aren’t so sure.

Fellow resident Cassan-
dra Valenta expressed her
concern to county commis-
sioners, highlighting poten-
tial downsides that could
come with reducing speed
and installing speed humps.

According to Valenta,
she worries her neighbors
are “jumping the gun,”
and pinpointing speed as a
problem when that might
not be the case.

“T understand that we’re
all reacting with ‘speed,
but we don’t know speed
was a factor,” she told com-
missioners. “We're always
going to have people that
break the speed limit —
that’s on every road.”

Valenta told the board
that implementing a speed
change and installing speed
humps could actually do
more harm than good, and
could potentially be fatal.

“Speed bumps wear and
tear on even the toughest
vehicle,” she said.

She also brought up mo-
torcyclists in the area. A
cyclist driving down Cary
Road late at night might
miss the new signage and
hit a hump at full speed,
causing a crash.

She also mentioned that
speed humps slow emer-
gency response time by up

Dublin Police
Department

- Paula Anne Evans,
63, and Billie Denise Zepe-
da, 63, were both charged
with theft by shoplifting at
Walmart on Highway 80
West at 4:03 p.m. on Aug. 3.

A store employee told an
officer that he had detained
two women identified as Ev-
ans and Zepeda after watch-
ing them shoplift from the
store. The employee said the
women used the self-check-
out registers to commit the
thefts.

The employee said they
scanned and paid for some
of the items while placing
other items into shopping
bags without scanning or
paying for them. He said
several unpaid items had
already been taken to their
vehicle.

The women were arrest-
ed and escorted to their ve-

POLICE BEAT...

hicle where the additional
stolen merchandise was re-
covered and returned to the
store. The total value of the
stolen property was $211.58.

The women were trans-
ported to the police depart-
ment where they were pro-
cessed and issued citations.
They were also served with
criminal trespass notic-
es banning them from the
Walmart location in Dublin.
After all required paperwork
was completed, Evans and
Zepeda were released with-
out incident.

- Coleman Charles Kim-
bell, 27, was charged with

disorderly conduct at 1:30
a.m. on Aug. 1 at the Boom
Boom Tattoo Shop on East
Jackson Street.

An office responded to
the location in reference to
a fight. The officer met with
Kimbell who was using pro-
fane language in a loud and
aggressive manner in a pub-
lic area with the intent to in-
stigate a fight with another
individual.

Kimbell was warned
about his language, told to
cease and refused. He then
approached the on-scene
officer and continued to use
provocative language.

He was arrested and
transported to the sheriff’s
office.

Laurens County
Sheriff's Office

- A deputy responded to
Happy Lane in reference to
an assault that happened
around 4:32 a.m. on July
11, leading to David Allen
Morris, 22, of Dexter, and
Talor Nariyah Chatman,
22, of Montrose, both be-
ing charged with disorderly
conduct.

- On July 24, around 10
a.m., a deputy responded to
Ga. 29 in reference to prop-
erty damage.

- At 9:04 p.m. on July
28, a deputy was dispatched
to Pecan Street in Dudley in
reference to a possible as-
sault.

- On July 27 at 9 a.m. a
deputy spoke with a man
at the sheriff’s office in ref-

erence to his identity being
stolen and someone creating
a credit card in his name.

- Around 5:27 p.m. on
July 27, a deputy respond-
ed to the East Dublin Police
Department in reference of a
walk-in for an incident that
occurred on Salter Square
Road.

Editor's note: This in-
formation is public record
and was taken from reports
of local law enforcement
agencies. These reports do
not reflect guilt or inno-
cence. An "arrest" does not
always indicate incarcera-
tion. Readers are cautioned
that people may have simi-
lar names. Police Beat does
not identify minor children,
victims of sexual assault,
suicide attempts or medical
conditions. Cases dismissed
do not appear if the news-
paper 1is notified before
deadline.

Black Georgia lawmakers press Collins on alleged 'white nationalist’ ties

By ROSS WILLIAMS

Georgia Recorder

More than 50 Black
Georgia lawmakers have
signed onto a statement
condemning  Republican
U.S. Rep. Mike Collins for
associates’ comments and
posts that have been widely
panned as racist and antise-
mitic.

Collins is set to challenge
Democratic U.S. Sen. Jon
Ossoff in November with
the endorsement of Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

But since clinching the
GOP nomination in a June
runoff, Collins has come un-
der fire for online posts by
his son-in-law and former
chief of staff last month af-
ter reports the staffer was in
a group chat with white na-
tionalists.

The statement issued by
Black Georgia lawmakers
this week criticized Collins
for not apologizing or offer-
ing an explanation.

“We condemn the Geor-
gia congressman and urge
our Republican state legisla-
tors to join us in demanding
answers for his extensive
ties to white nationalists,”
the statement reads in part.

Collins’ campaign did
not respond to requests for
comment Monday.

Sen. Nikki Merritt, a
Grayson Democrat who

leads the Georgia Legis-
lative Black Caucus, was
among the statement’s sign-
ers.

“I signed this letter be-
cause these are some really
concerning allegations,” she
said in a phone call Monday.

“We’re talking about
ties to people who promote
white nationalism, just hate
and racist propaganda, and
these are targeted specif-
ically at Black people and
minorities,” she added.

Son-in-law's posts

The statement refers to
David Alan Scheer II, Col-
lins’ son-in-law and a reli-
gious and fitness influencer
on social media.

As first reported by CNN
July 16, Scheer’s accounts
contained white suprema-
cist and antisemitic tropes.
Posts reviewed by the Geor-
gia Recorder included an-
tisemitic tropes such as
that Jews control the media
and are responsible for the
death of Jesus.

In one video posted in
November, Scheer suggest-
ed Jews were behind socie-
tal ills including pornogra-
phy and high interest rates
as well as high profile politi-
cal assassinations.

“All we’re told is Ger-
many bad, Hitler evil,” he
said. “Don’t ask questions.

Holocaust, Holocaust, Ho-
locaust. Here’s 50 movies
every year about the Holo-
caust and why it’s so bad.”

“Look into your history,”
he added. “Realize that the
people who'’ve been writing
the textbooks are on the
wrong team. And start to do
some digging for yourself.”

Scheer did not respond
to requests for comment
sent to his social media ac-
counts. An attempt to reach
him by phone was unsuc-
cessful.

Collins responded to a
question about Scheer at an
event in Athens last week.

“No one speaks for me,
and I don’t speak for anyone
else,” he said. “I condemn
all forms of antisemitism. I
don’t care what the source
is. Any type of hate, I con-
demn, period. That’s not
who I am.”

Collins also pointed to
his voting record of support
for Israel’s military and em-
phasized that Scheer has
never been part of his cam-
paign.

The Black lawmakers’
statement also references a
2024 video of a pro-Pales-
tinian demonstration at Ole
Miss in which white coun-
terprotesters can be seen
mocking a Black demon-
strator. At least one white
participant can be seen and
heard imitating a monkey.

Collins reposted the vid-
eo at the time and wrote
“Ole Miss taking care of
business” in a caption.

After receiving blowback
over his video, Collins wrote
that he intended to elevate
the negative reaction to
pro-Palestinian protests but
not the racist behavior.

“Frankly, I did not be-
lieve that to be the focal
point of the video shared
at the time, but I recognize
that there certainly seems
to be some potentially in-
appropriate behavior that
none of us should seek to
glorify,” he wrote.

Former campaign
manager tries to get
alleged white supremacist
out of jail

The letter also references
a May 28 Slate report that
found now-former chief of
staff Kip Talley took part
in a group chat with white
supremacists. In the chat,
he documented his efforts
to intervene on behalf of
an associate who was jailed
for contempt of court. The
man Talley was seeking to
help was someone who had
minimized the extent of the
Holocaust and posited that
non-whites were genetically
predisposed to violence.

Attempts to reach Talley
by email were not immedi-

ately successful Monday. In
a statement to Slate, Talley
said he acted on his own to
help an acquaintance.

“I was simply trying to
help a suffering inmate
connect with counsel,” he
said. “I did not act at the di-
rection of Rep. Collins, use
official resources, or coordi-
nate with anyone else in the
group chat.”

Collins replaced Talley
last month. That shake-up
came after the candidate let
go his previous chief of staff,
who was under congres-
sional investigation for al-
legedly misusing campaign
funds, after the aide mocked
an alleged rape victim on-
line using a Collins cam-
paign social media account.

Collins apologized for
the post, saying it was made
without his knowledge and
“in no way represents or re-
flects my values or the val-
ues of this campaign.”

Political headwinds

Collins defeated former
University of Tennessee
football coach Derek Dooley
in a June runoff to become
his party’s nominee.

Dooley and Gov. Brian
Kemp, who supported Dool-
ey’s candidacy, often argued
that Collins’ record and his-
tory of making controversial
statements on social media

to three to five seconds, and
when multiplied by multi-
ple humps, could become a
problem for emergency re-
sponders.

Simmons countered her
response, saying, “I am sen-
sitive to my neighbor’s con-
cerns, however I think life is
more important than wear
and tear on a vehicle.”

He also told Valenta
that he believes speed was
a factor in not only Stan-
ley's death, but in a similar
unsolved hit-and-run that
occurred on Cary Road back
in 2003.

“If you're going that fast
you cannot recognize a hu-
man body in a public road,
you'’re going too fast — even
at 45 miles per hour,” Sim-
mons said.

Though Cary Road is a
county road, speed limits
are ultimately set by the
Georgia Department of
Transportation. Commis-
sioners suggested they'd get
in contact with GDOT.

Classifieds

WATER CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR
The City of Dublin is accepting applications
for an Equipment Operator in the Water
Construction Department. This Team
Member must have a positive attitude and
initiative. The successful applicant duties
will include performing skilled work in the
operation of moderate to heavy equipment.
Work involves the responsibility for the safe
and efficient operation of moderately heavy
or specialized equipment. This employee
must be able to operate a diverse range of
equipment which includes a variety of trucks
and construction equipment. The operation
of this equipment requires considerable
manipulative skill and the ability to perform
specialized tasks to which the equipment
is assigned. Performs semi-skilled and
some manual labor tasks in construction
repair and maintenance of City water and
sewer facilities. Work involves the perfor-
mance of a variety of tasks in constructing,
maintaining, and repairing water and sewer
lines. This employee may supervise or act
as a lead worker with a crew. Supervision
is received from the Water Construction
Superintendent who makes oral or written
assignments and inspects work while in
progress and upon completion.
Applicant must pass a drug screen, have a
high school diploma or GED and possess a
minimum of a Georgia Commercial Driver’s
License.
Salary range for this position is $42,463.67
- $65,818.68 annually. An extensive fringe
benefit package including health, dental and
life insurance is also offered.
Applicants may apply online through our
www.cityofdublin.org website until position
is filled. The City of Dublin is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

Mrs magic spells Supernatural Powers
remove all witchcraft spells/All Court
cases/ love spells big money magic
spells healing of all types call now
readings by phone available 645-
236-2485

Wanted: Live-in caretaker for disabled
woman. Cleaning, cooking, personal
care. Call 478-676-2151. Old Macon
Road, Montrose.

Real Estate

Apt. for Rent - 806A S. Washington
St., 2 BR, kitchen, LR & shower, inc.
pest control. $600 dep., $600 mo. City
gas heat & window ac, stove & refrig-
erator. Call 478-697-6817. Located in
Southside in Dublin.

could harm him in a general
election.

Ossoff is the sole Demo-
cratic senator up for election
this year in a state won by
Republican President Don-
ald Trump in 2024, and the
race is expected to be closely
watched and expensive.

Amid Collins’ continued
bad press, Ossoff has dom-
inated when it comes to
fundraising and is leading
in most polls. The Center
for Politics Sabato’s Crystal
Ball, an election prognos-
ticator at the University of
Virginia, recently updated
Georgia’s rating from “leans
Democratic” to “likely Dem-
ocratic,” reflecting Ossoff’s
current advantages.

Ossoff’s campaign has
touted recent endorsements
from high-profile Republi-
cans, including former U.S.
Sen. Jeff Flake of Arizona,
Valdosta Mayor Scott James
Matheson and Tifton Mayor
Julie Smith.
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Let's get it started: Trinity, state champ
Brentwood open regular season Friday

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

Two area GIAA members will get
a head start on the rest of the Heart
of Georgia as they make their 2026
season debuts with home football
games — and some marquee match-
ups, at that — Friday night.

The local Trinity Crusaders open
with a rematch from last year's play-
offs against Briarwood (7:30 p.m. at
Cleve Warnock Field), while two de-
fending state champions collide in
Sandersville with AA's Brentwood
taking on AAA's John Milledge
(7:30 p.m. at the Eagles Nest).

Trinity, back at full-strength with
a healthy quarterback-turned-re-
ceiver Asher Evans and lineman
Corbin Albritton among its re-
turnees from last year's scourge of
season-ending injuries, will take a
considerably rejuvenated squad up
against the Bucs, who were by far
the better one in their last meeting
that had a final score of 51-9.

"We open the season the way we
ended it," Trinity head coach Bruce
Lane said during the Dublin Rota-

ry Club's coaches forum earlier this
month. "Hopefully the results are
going to be different. We were very
shorthanded that game, but we feel
excited about the opportunity."”

Though the Crusaders lost some
big names to graduation and trans-
fer, they're adding some big ones
as well with the pickup of Dublin's
Will-J Harris and emergence of a
promising freshman passer in Jude
Evans to join returning tailback Tayt
Evans, and receivers Mason and
Griffin Lane in leading the attack.

The pass rush of Harris and Tayt
Evans complement the tackling of
junior inside linebacker Andrew
Helton on the defensive side, where
any of the three could be headed for
a breakout year.

Their strong four-quarter per-
formance may be pivotal Friday in
keeping enough contain of Briar-
wood's senior quarterback Cutler
Fleming — who ran for 200 yards
with two touchdowns and threw for
another 185 with three in last year's
rout — to give the young Trinity of-
fense a shot to keep pace.

Though the Bucs, off a nine-win
season that concluded with just as
one-sided a game against the even-
tual champs Brentwood the week
following the first-rounder, are
more than just a one-man show (as
top defenders and skill guys Carson
Callaway, Caden Johnson and Banks
Demore are also back in the fold for
a quick lineup), finding a way to de-
fend that top QB play effectively will
be of principal importance.

Both Brentwood and Milledge
are back, and loaded for bear this
fall with plans of contending for it all
once again, JMA with Georgia-com-
mitted tight end Asa Wall, 1,000-
yard rusher Javaris Hurt and defen-
sive stopper Abe Gainous among its
highest profile returning standouts.

The Trojans represented Brent-
wood's only loss — in a close one, 31-
28 — of last year's once-beaten run.

For the Eagles, there'll be some
big pressure early on a rebooted of-
fensive line, though feared playmak-
ers Baylor Cobb, at QB, and Tristan
Robinson, at wingback and receiver,
along with nine out of 11 starters on

the other side of the ball, should give
them plenty to hang their hat on as
they work out some limited inex-
perience under the gun of several
tough games right out of the gate.

"We don't have a whole lot of
time to cut teeth," said Brentwood
head coach Adam Lord. "We're go-
ing to have to go right from the rip,
and hopefully our defense can keep
us in some games early."

Scrimmage action resumes for
the remainder of the GHSA, with
exhibitions including Dublin at Jeff
Davis, West Laurens at Putnam
County, ECI at Johnson County,
Toombs County at Dodge Coun-
ty, Washington County at Jeffer-
son County and Bleckley County at
Wilkinson County all set for Friday.
Wheeler County will also play host
to Brantley County and Butler in a
jamboree.

Full season previews for each of
the above are coming next week in
The Courier Herald's award-win-
ning Heart of Georgia Football sec-
tion, hitting the streets Thursday,
Aug. 20.

Conservationists pitch new plan to preserve
Georgia’s marshes: Give them space to migrate

By EMILY JONES

For the Georgia Recorder

In coastal Liberty Coun-
ty, a creekside park nestled
between the town of Mid-
way and I-95 is losing its
battle with high tide.

“If we walk that way,
you’ll be able to see some of
the, well, just plain erosion,”
said Phil Odom, chairman
of Liberty County’s Consol-
idated Planning Commis-
sion, on a recent afternoon.
“This is how much it has col-
lapsed. We've lost about six,
eight feet right here.”

Decades ago, in order to
build up a solid foundation
for the highway, construc-
tion crews dug up earth
from this spot and left a
deep pit. Although the park
is over 15 miles from the
ocean, the tide washes up
the creek and into the man-
made basin twice a day.
Over time, the salt water has
deposited sediment in the
pit, turning it into a shallow
mud flat with little islands of
marsh grass cropping up in
the middle.

But the tide has also
steadily eaten away at
the land. The grasses halt
abruptly where they reach
the small, muddy cliff of the
bank — shorn away sharply
where the tide has battered
it.

Local leaders like Odom
are hoping to fix that ero-
sion at the water’s edge, and
they’re taking a natural ap-

proach, having learned from
prior, failed attempts to ad-
dress the problem.

“We hope for it to rep-
licate nature,” said Shan-
non Marino with Zulu Ma-
rine, which builds what are
known as living shorelines.

Instead of putting up
a wall or using chunks of
concrete to hold the soil in
place, the county is attempt-
ing to restore the marsh
grasses that grow here nat-
urally. Their roots will help
hold the soil in place.

“When our solutions are
done, you should look at
it and not really recognize
it as a repair or a bulkhead
or a solution,” Marino said.
“It should just look like na-
ture.”

It’s an increasingly pop-
ular way to address coastal
erosion in the face of ris-
ing seas. Farther down the
coast in Brunswick, Zulu
Marine is installing a liv-
ing shoreline along a canal
where high tide and an over-
whelmed stormwater sys-
tem regularly flood a nearby
recreation path and threat-
en a local water supply well.
While the work is underway,
native marsh grasses wait in
temporary transport pools;
they’ll be replanted over the
stabilizing mesh.

But as sea levels rise due
to climate change, protect-
ing and replanting the exist-
ing marsh plants is only one
step. Because the marshes

will need to rise along with
the tides.

Georgia is home to more
than a third of the connect-
ed marsh habitat along the
coast of the Southeastern
U.S. — hundreds of thou-
sands of acres. The salt
marsh serves as a critical
buffer against storms, and
it’s broadly protected under
state law.

Salt marshes by their very
nature are always moving.
Odom, an avid fisher, has
watched Georgia’s dynamic
coast change in slow motion
over the last 75 years: deep
salt water moving into ar-
eas that once teemed with
marsh grass, marshes in
new places, the tide creep-
ing ever higher and leaving
the ghostly skeletons of salt-
choked trees in its wake.

“Remember Jurassic
Park, like nature can al-
ways find a way,” University
of North Carolina wetland
scientist Lori Sutter said.
“Because of the magic of
salt marshes they’re able to
persist in this environment
where they're flooded twice
a day, every day.”

But that magic of salt
marshes only works if they
have somewhere to go. Sea
level rise driven by climate
change is forcing marshes to
move faster and farther in-
land. The sea level on Geor-
gia’s coast is projected to
rise one to two meters in the
next 75 years. If the marshes

can’t keep up, the coast will
be left that much more vul-
nerable.

Once a migrating marsh
encounters a paved road or
abuilding, it hits a dead end.
There’s nowhere for new
grasses to take root, which
means the rising tide can
sweep in unabated, swamp-
ing the marsh and threaten-
ing manmade structures be-
hind it that the marsh once
protected.

That’s why a new action
plan by a coalition of con-
servation groups, scientists,
government agencies, and
coastal communities calls
for protecting not just the
salt marsh itself, but also
the adjacent land. The plan
from the South Atlantic Salt
Marsh Initiative has identi-
fied more than 56,000 acres
of land in Georgia where
marshes will likely migrate
that are also currently open
to development.

“That creates this really
vast area that you're trying
to conserve, which can be
overwhelming,” said Court-
ney Reich, the coastal di-
rector for Georgia Conser-
vancy. Her group is working
with Phil Odom and the oth-
er stakeholders in Midway
and Brunswick and is spear-
heading the Georgia work
under the Initiative, which
is a multi-state effort to re-
store and protect coastal salt
marshes.

The plan is a roadmap,
not a binding policy or sei-
zure of anyone’s land. In-
stead, the authors hope to
help landowners and public
officials make informed de-
cisions.

“You know, do we want
to build up to the edge of the
water or do we want to leave
room?” Reich said.

Short-term needs often
drive land wuse conversa-
tions, she said. This plan
aims to get people thinking
about the long view.

Reich and the other
members of the Georgia
SASMI implementation
team have been meeting
with coastal stakeholders,
including landowners and
local leaders, to educate
them on the needs of the
marsh and the options for
conservation and policy.

“We really do have to up
our conservation game in
Georgia,” she said.

That means advocating
for policy change at the local
and state level and also help-
ing both local governments
and private landowners
undertake marsh-friendly
projects. A key component
of that work is compiling
funding sources, drawing on
what Reich called the “eco-
system” of land trusts, non-
profits, and both public and
private grants.

“We want to make sure
that we support and in-
crease their capacity to do
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KICKOFF...
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preview
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SCOREBOARD

SOFTBALL
Monday
East Laurens 4, Jeff Davis 2
Northside 9, Dublin 1

Tuesday
Portal 10, Dublin 9
Thomas Jefferson at Trinity
/PPD

PREP
SCHEDULE

FOOTBALL
Friday
Briarwood at Trinity
John Milledge at
Brentwood/7:30 p.m.

(scrimmages)
Dublin at Jeff Davis
WL at Putnam Co.
ECl at Johnson Co.
Toombs Co. at Dodge Co.
Washington Co. at
Jefferson Co.
Bleckley Co. at
Wilkinson Co.
Brantley Co./Butler at
Wheeler Co.

SOFTBALL
Wednesday
East Laurens at WL/6 p.m.

Thursday
Baldwin at EL
(doubleheader)/4 p.m.
Howard at Dublin
Robert Toombs at Trinity
/5:30 p.m.

WL at Perry/6:30 p.m.

Saturday

(at Vidalia)
WL vs. Greenbriar/3 p.m.
WL vs. Jeff Davis/5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Thursday
WL at FPD/5 p.m.

CONTACT US:

Email sports information to
tchsports77@gmail.com, or
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 110

this work in our coastal en-
vironment,” she said.

This coverage, courte-
sy of georgiarecorder.com,
was made possible through
a partnership  between
WABE and Grist, a nonprof-
it environmental media or-
ganization.

The origin story of Georgla s famous 'Silver Britches'...

Fall football practice has
begun and the natives are
restless—not with criticisms
but rather anticipation and
expectations. This has been
the way it was since shoul-
der pads were invented.

I, too, have the same
“can’t wait” feelings and
have been uplifted by the
emotions that come with
seeing my favorite team
dressed out in red jerseys
and silver britches.

You may be interested
in how those colors became
entrenched, which brings
about a flashback to the
era of Vince Dooley. The
red jerseys date to the ear-
ly 1900s, but it was Coach
Wallace Butts who came
up with the silver britches
when he became the head
coach in 1939.

Those uniform colors re-
mained through 1960 when
Butts retired and were kept
by Johnny Griffith in his
short three-year tenure.

When Vince Dooley be-
came the head coach in
1964, he spent considerable

time sortlng out options
for the team’s uniform. He
made two significant chang-
es—one was a red helmet to
replace the silver ones of the
past, with an eye-catching
addition.

He added the classic
oval black “G” which would
catch on and become one of
the classic symbols of col-
lege football. The first order
of business was when Joel
Eaves, the athletic director,
called the Green Bay Pack-
ers and asked if they were
OK with Georgia utilizing
the “G,” which was simi-
lar to the Packers logo, al-
though the original Packer
“G” was designed by their
equipment manager and
looked more like a block as
opposed to an oval.

In the process, Vince’s
backfield coach, John Don-
aldson, volunteered for his
wife, Anne, an artist to come
up with an image, which she
did. She designed a “G” that
fit the oval contours of the
helmet, giving UGA one of
the classiest decal designs

in football.

Best I recall, there was
not alot of carping and com-
plaining about the uniform
changes amid a deeply trou-

bled time in Athens. UGA
alumni were greatly divid-
ed as Butts resigned under
pressure and Eaves and
Dooley kept to themselves,
which was more of an issue
than uniform changes.
When the new regime
settled in, they were not very
sociable, mainly because
they did not have time. Talk
about keeping the nose to
the grindstone, no staff ever

was more committed in that
sense than the early Dooley
staff.

It did not set well with
some of the old timers that
Vince chose to replace the
silver britches with white
ones, although they were in
a minority. Few out there
today would know why he
made that decision. It was
natural that a popular cheer
developed among the fans,
which was, “Go, you silver
britches!”

Although Athens has
never been a bastion of lib-
eralism, and in those days,

there were not a lot of mi-
crophones prevalent (and
certainly no amplifiers), the
students revised the cheer
to “Go you sons of (exple-
tive).” You get the message.

The cheer had become
popular with a segment of
the student body, and Vince
was familiar with the cheer
from his days as a scout
for Auburn in the era when
each team sent assistant
coaches to scout the op-
ponents as much as three
games in advance of their
upcoming game with a par-
ticular school. Vince and
Eaves were the main scouts
for Auburn.

He learned about the
cheer while scouting Geor-
gia for the annual match-
up with the two teams in
mid-November each year.
By using white pants, it
eliminated the opportunity
for the negative cheer.

Vince was a man who
appreciated tradition, and
years later, he later brought
back the silver britches, but
there was not a lot of fuss

made about it.

However, most tradi-
tional Bulldog fans appre-
ciated the good look of the
red jerseys and the sliver
britches which certainly
gives UGA one of the classi-
est uniforms in college foot-
ball.

At least two Nation-
al Football League teams
modeled their uniforms af-
ter Georgia’s: the San Fran-
ciso 49ers and the Atlanta
Falcons.

Buck Shaw, the original
coach at San Francisco told
Marion Campbell, a former
Bulldog defensive lineman,
that he thought Georgia’s
unforms were the prettiest
he ever saw. When he chose
the colors for his first 49er
team, red was his dominant
choice, but he went with
khaki pants.

When Georgia alumnus
Rankin Smith bought the
NFL's newest franchise in
Atlanta in 1966, he chose
red and black, his alma ma-
ter’s colors for the Falcons.
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Late husband's unknown daughter makes contact

DEAR ABBY: I have been
widowed for seven years. My
husband served in the Air
Force in Saigon during the
conflict in Vietnam. We met
and married shortly after he
returned from his hitch over-
seas. We had two daughters
together.

Recently, my older daugh-
ter was notified through
social media that she has
a half-sister, "Leiba," from
a woman her father knew
in Vietnam. They agreed to
meet this weekend for lunch
at a local restaurant.

My daughter asked if I
would accompany her to this
meeting. I told her that while
I had no qualms about find-
ing out he had a child with
another woman, I didn't see
any point in my being there to
meet her. There is no connec-
tion there for me, and I would
feel uncomfortable in the sit-
uation. Am I wrong for not
going with my daughters to
this luncheon? -- UNRELAT-
ED IN SOUTH CAROLINA

DEAR UNRELATED: Al-
though you feel no connection
to your late husband's love
child, Leiba is related to your
daughters. If they choose to
develop a relationship with
their half-sister, you cannot
ignore her existence forever.
Your daughters may be ask-
ing for your support. If you
decide to go, do it for them.

KK KK

DEAR ABBY: My son and
his partner have lived togeth-
er for more than 10 years.
During this time, his part-
ner's parents and sister have
visited my state numerous
times. They have stayed at my
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A plugger doesn't count sheep to

fall asleep: he counts his "clogists.”

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle vy stella zawistowski

ACROSS
1 Sleep under the
stars
5 Chocolate syrup

brand

10 Donate

14 Akron’s state

15 Sir ___ John

16 Adam and Eve’s
garden

17 Negatively
reviews

18 40-40 tennis
score

19 Have to have

20 “Shout” band: 3
wds.

23 Game with Skip
cards

24 Yours and my

25 Fame

29 Early New
England settler

33 Vase-shaped
vessels

34 The ___ & the
Papas

36 Medical
treatment

37 Fix in advance

38 Is able to

39 Prefix with
“gender”

40 Actor ___ Garcia
Bernal

42 Sega hedgehog

44 The “P” in PO
Box

45 Author Ralph

47 School classes

49 Business leader:

Abbr.

50 Artist Yoko

51 Two aces in
Texas Hold ’Em:
2 wds.

58 Purple berry

59 Artist Matisse

60 Designer
Schiaparelli

63 Slender

64 Lauder of
cosmetics

65 Go by boat

66 Album track

67 Puts away

68 Use a
keyboard

1 2 3 4 5] 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 16
17 19

24
28

29
33 35
37 38 jet-]
40 43
45 47
*5"
54 55 58

Created by Stella Zawistowski

DOWN
1 Police officer
2 “Eurekal”

3 Julep herb
4 Insincere people
5 Area for sleeping
6 Spanish cheers
7 Double ___ Oreo
8 Gauff of tennis
9 Burdensome
10 No-name
11 “The very __1”
12 Sharply turn
13 Wraps up
21 &
22 Animal’s hair
25 Sudden rise
26 Courtroom event
27 Heavenly being
28 Central Georgia
city
29 Lose your cool
30 Folded Mexican
snacks
31 Emerge
32 Egg holders
35 “Stand By
Your __”
41 Consuming, as a
lollipop
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42 Comforts

43 Shortbread treats

44 Act of dissent

46 “__ what |
mean?”

48 One, in French

51 Gentle touches

52 _ Rios, Jamaica

53 Abel’s Killer

54 Take a nap

55 “___ bigger and
better things”: 2
wds.

56 Workers on a
boat

57 Do in

61 Taste of a drink

62 Bitter drink

By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

lake house, in my condo and
another home I own. Yet, in
all this time, I have never met
them (and I have tried to).

Only once did I receive a
thank-you note on my mantle
at one of my homes. When
they come into town, it's al-
most like they deliberately
avoid meeting me. Is this
something I should address
with my son and his partner?
At this point, I feel hurt. --
USED IN THE MIDWEST

DEAR USED: Should you
address this with your son
and his partner? Of course
you should. In fact, you
should have done it the first
time you were asked to let
these people live in one of
your dwellings. Do you re-
ally want to continue having
strangers vacation in your
homes? Because that's what
they have chosen to make
themselves, it may be time to
roll up the welcome mat.

KKK ¥

DEAR ABBY: I have a
daughter, "Imogen," who has
been married to her narcis-

Monday, August 10, 2026

sistic and controlling wife,
"Brianna," for 20 years. Imo-
gen's relationships with me,
my husband and her sister
have been entirely dictated
by Brianna. We're not al-
lowed in their house, her calls
are made from the car, I have
not been invited to birthday
parties for their two boys,
and I'm told not to attend my
grandson's swimming com-
petitions if Brianna is in the
building.

Two attempts at divorce
by Imogen were unsuccess-
ful, the last one having been
a month ago. Imogen appears
to be willing to accept ver-
bal abuse and non-negotia-
ble demands from her wife,
interpreting the control as
caring behavior. This cult-
like existence has resulted in
resentment and disappoint-
ment. I'm at a loss as to how
to help my daughter extricate
herself from a life of dysfunc-
tion and dependency. Any
advice would be appreciated.
-- WORRIED MOM

DEAR MOM: Your daugh-
ter will not leave Brianna
until she's ready, but that
doesn't mean you should give
up. Avoid criticizing Brianna
directly but continue to ask
Imogen how Brianna's con-
trolling actions make her feel.
Getting her to think along
those lines may lead her in
the right direction. Above all,
make sure she knows about
the National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline at 1-800-799-
7233, and remind her that
controlling behavior is a form
of violence.

GOREN

BRIDGE

WITH BOB JONES
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ ANSWERS

Q 1 - Both vulnerable, as South, you
hold:

AKIS5OQ2C0A109732%A6

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1 Pass 10 Pass
20 Pass ?

‘What call would you make?

A - 3NT seems the most likely
contract, but the heart suit is a worry.
Many would gamble it out, but a 2S
bid here would never be raised —
partner has denied a four-card major
with his rebid. It will focus partner’s
attention on the need for a heart
stopper. We like 2S.

Q 2 - East-West vulnerable, as South,
you hold:

AKJ7060A10984% K642
As dealer, what call would you make?

A - Prime honors — aces and kings
— are a bit under-valued by the
4-3-2-1 point count. Secondary
honors — queens, jacks and 10s —
are more valuable when working
with higher honors. Those factors are
in play with this hand, as well as the
existence of an easy rebid. Open 1D.

Q 3 - North-South vulnerable, as
South, you hold:
A4OKI1050KQJ6424%1075
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
20 Pass 2NT 3

9

‘What call would you make?

A - Without the overcall, we would
have re-bid 3H to show a maximum
weak two-bid with a feature in hearts.
Does the overcall change anything?
Not really. Bid 3H.

Q 4 - Neither vulnerable, as South,
you hold:

AKS8720K864CA 74 A84

Right-hand opponent opens one
heart. What call would you make?

A - You have the wrong shape for
double, you are not strong enough to
bid INT, and you shouldn’t overcall
with a poor four-card suit. What’s
left? Pass.

Q 5 - Both vulnerable, as South, you
hold:

AMAKS520KQ720AK4&%53

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
10 Pass Pass 10
2

What call would you make?

A - Partner has denied having as
many as six points, so we would pass
with a balanced 12-14 points. We
would have opened INT with 15- 17,
so what would a INT bid mean now?
A balanced 18-19! Bid INT.

Q 6 - Neither vulnerable, as South,
you hold:
AAQ75VAQS850AKI09&%7
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
‘1)<> Pass Pass 2+
What call would you make?

A - Similar to question five, 12-14
point hands shouldn’t bid again in
this position. All bids show a good
hand or extreme distribution. Double
is for take-out, asking partner to pick
the trump suit, knowing that you
opened 1D. Double.

(Bob Jones welcomes readers’
responses sent in care of this paper.)
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SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll leve

sudoku. This

mind-bending

-3 puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
sguare off, s0

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy 1o the test!

4

Here’'s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbars will
appear by using the numetric clues already provided in the boxes. The
mare numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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DUBLIN SCHOOLS

Continued from page 1

"These are things we are already
starting to do,"” Pool told the
board.

She also addressed past trans-
parency issues. All meeting notic-
es are now posted on the district's
website on the Friday before each
Monday meeting, and the agen-
das are being sent to The Courier
Herald on Thursdays to meet the
newspaper's weekend deadline.

"Our meetings are on Facebook
Live, and usually our newspaper is
here," Pool said.

Accreditation review
finds more than
money problems

Wednesday's hearing before
the state school board was trig-
gered by a Cognia review conduct-
ed in February, with the school
district mired in a financial crisis.

Parents, teachers, even board
members and high-ranking staff
told Cognia interviewers they
were left in the dark as the district
burned through $4 million in fed-

eral COVID funds to cover payroll
and other bills from 2021 to 2025.
During that time, the school sys-
tem employed more than twice as
many staff members whose sala-
ries did not qualify for state fund-
ing as its peer systems, instead
relying on local tax dollars and
federal funds to pay for the posi-
tions, according to a report on the
review team's findings.

Staffing decisions "lacked suf-
ficient transparency," the report
said, with pay levels and positions
often decided at the top with no
input.

The review also revealed "re-
curring patterns” across multiple
areas that appeared to fall short of
legal and regulatory requirements.
Those problem areas included the
conduct and documentation of
meetings, financial decision-mak-
ing processes and personnel man-
agement practices.

The report documented eight
meetings — in addition to six bud-
get and tax increase hearings —
that were held last year which the
school board failed to post notice
of on its website. Reviewers also
cited "recurring deficiencies" in

recording and publishing minutes
from board meetings.

The review found almost no in-
ternal controls related to employ-
ee compensation. It also found
the system spent more on sala-
ries than comparable systems and
provided disproportionately high
coaching and extended-day sup-
plements.

According to the report, Dublin
City Schools paid more than three
times what similar school systems
paid for extended day supple-
ments and more than double what
peer school systems paid for ex-
tended year supplements.

A subsequent examination
by the state Department of Au-
dits and Accounts revealed a
widespread lack of financial con-
trols, patterns of overspending,
over-hiring and lax bookkeeping
and even personal usage of dis-
trict credit card. Also, for at least
eight months the district withheld
insurance and benefit premiums
from employees' paychecks, but
never paid that money to the state
until it got caught.

The district's finance director,

Chad McDaniel, resigned last Au-
gust, shortly after state officials
disclosed the money owed for un-
paid health plan contributions.
Superintendent Fred Williams
then stepped down in September
to take an early retirement.

New budget
cuts spending

The district could point to its
leaner budget for fiscal year 2027
as evidence of its financial prog-
ress.

The board on Monday ap-
proved a $41.1 million budget,
which marks a significant cut from
the $47.5 million spending plan
the board approved last year. The
new plan calls for the fiscal year to
end with a general fund balance of
$821,314, but the district will still
carry over more than $5.5 million
owed for past-due payments to the
State Health Benefit Plan.

The school district has strug-
gled financially for years, but its
most recent cashflow problems
were not revealed until last Au-
gust when state officials deter-
mined the district owed more than

$6 million in overdue payments to
the State Health Benefit Plan.
The budget calls for the system to
continue its monthly payments of
almost $300,000 to the state.

Last fall, the state projected
that the school district would fin-
ish FY26 with a $13.4 million defi-
cit.

State School Superintendent
Richard Woods later said that the
widespread issues with budgeting
and spending controls that offi-
cials uncovered had put the dis-
trict on a "path to insolvency."

The district struggled to sur-
vive the past school year, cutting
more than 50 teaching and other
staff positions, but still had to rely
on advances of its monthly allot-
ments of state funding to meet
payroll and other expenses during
the school year.

In addition to its money and
accreditation troubles, the school
district faces more challenges
on several other fronts — such as
pending lawsuits from fired teach-
ers and an ongoing criminal inves-
tigation by the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation.

SNAPSHOTS:

OCONEE CREW HONORED

Continued from page 1

be weather-related, in outage situations,
home energy audits or everyday circum-
stances, we (Oconee EMC employees, di-
rectors, members and neighbors) are in
this together."

The most recent incident occurred on
June 16.

On that day, crew members Bubba Oli-
ver and Ryne Neal were traveling towards
Dublin on U.S. 80. A vehicle in front of
them left the roadway and went into the
woods. With no mobile phone signal at the
location, Oliver and Neal continued along
the road until 911 could be contacted.

The duo then returned to the scene and
located the car among the trees, to find
the driver still inside and having a medical

ing limbs and debris to make room for
emergency crews. They remained with the
driver until paramedics arrived.

The second event took place on Nov.
24, 2025 and also included the quick ac-
tion of Oliver and Neal.

An Oconee EMC crew was driving
along Ga. 338 towards U.S. 441 when
it came upon a wreck involving two log
trucks. One of the trucks was overturned,
the driver trapped with a severely injured
arm. With fuel and other fluids leaking
from the vehicle, Neal cut the seatbelt,
then he, along with Oliver, handed the
injured trucker to Cam Burch and Daniel
Hall, who carried the victim to safety.

The crew remained on the scene until
emergency personnel arrived.

Georgia's EMC annual meeting, where

Public Notice to Interested Bidders
East Laurens - Elementary School & Middle School Athletic
Complex Project
Laurens County School District
East Dublin, Georgia
Lentile Construction Company is soliciting competitive sealed bids from qu:{liﬁed trade partner
contractors for the East Laurens Elementary School & Middle School Athletic Complex Project for the
Laurens County School District.
Bid Documents Available: August 7, 2026
Pre-Bid Conference (Non-Mandatory)

. Date: August 12, 2026

. Time: 9:30 am

B Location: East Laurens Middle School Gym (House of Gold) 920
US-80 E, East Dublin, GA 31027

. Deadline for Requests for Information (RFIs): August 19, 2026

Bid Deadline: September 2, 2026, 1:00 pm

Bid documents will be available through Building Connected. To request bid documents, confirm
attendance at the pre-bid conference, or submit Requests for Information (RFIs), contact Matt
Chambers

Email: mchambers@garbuttconstruction.com

“Lentile Construction Company will be totally responsible for all aspects of the build, but to further
enhance our proposal we have asked Garbutt Construction Company to consult with us by providing
the latest technology to produce scheduling, estimating, and trade packages for bidding.”

the four will be officially recognized, is set

emergency. Oliver and Neal began clear-
for Nov. 9 in Savannah.

THE FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT OF 1974

Annually, Oconee Fall Line Technical College (OFTC) informs students of the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act of 1974, (FERPA) as amended. The Office of the Registrar will disclose FERPA information by
publishing a notice in the OFTC Catalog/Student Handbook and in schedule publication. This annual notice shall
prescribe the procedures whereby a student may make a formal request for non-disclosure of directory
information, exercise the right to inspect and review education records, request an amendment of education
records and obtain a copy of the College’s education records policy.

These student rights include:

1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within forty-five days after the day that the
Technical College of Georgia (TCSG) or Oconee Fall Line Technical College (OF TC) receives the request for
access. Requests for access to records should be submitted to the technical college registrar listing the records
the st(tjjdent wishes to inspect. The registrar will make arrangements for the student to review the requested
records.

2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the student believes are inaccu-
rate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights under FERPA. Such requests should be
made in writing clearly identifying the part of the record the student wants changed and why the record should
be changed. This written request should be given to the OFTC Re?]istrar, If the College decides not to grant the
request, the student has a right to a hearing. Details regarding the hearing will be provided with notification of
the student’s right to a hearing.

3. The right to provide written consent before the College discloses personally identifiable information contained
in the student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. A full
list of the disclosures that OFTC may make without consent is at the bottom of this statement.

The TCSG or OFTC may also disclose education records without a student's prior written consent under the
FERPA exception for disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational interests. A school official is a
person employed by the College in an administrative, supervisory, academic or research, or support staff
position, including health or medical staff or outside personnel performing work usually performed by college
personnel; a person serving on TCSG or the College’s board; a person employed by or under contract to TCSG
or the College to perform a special task, such as an attorney or auditor; a person who is employed by a TCSG or
College law enforcement unit; a student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance
committee, or who is assisting another TCSG or college official in performing his or her tasks; or a contractor,
consultant, volunteer or other party to whom TCSG or the College has outsourced institutional services as
provided in 34 CFR § 99.31 (a)(1)(i)(B). For additional information, see TCSG Procedure for Student Records.

4. Therighttofile a comﬁlaint with the United States Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the

E%IQeF?X' o comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address of the Office that administers
is:

Family Policy Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20202-8520

For additional information:  http:/fiwww.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpalindex.html

FERPA allows the release of Directogr Information to third parties without the written consent of the student. All
other information is considered confidential and will not be released to a third party without prior written consent
of the student. All third party requests must be made in person or in writing.

The College has designated the following information as “Directory Information”:

+ Dates of attendance

+ School or division of enrollment

* Enrollment status (i.e., full or part-time,
undergraduate, graduategl

+ Name of institution last attended

* Degrees and awards including nature  « Participation in official sports and activities
and date received * Photograph(s)

Students who wish to prohibit the release of directory information should file a written notification at the
Technical college registrar’s office.

* Full name of student

+ Address(es)

» Telephone number(s)

* Email address(es)

* Major and field(s) of study

Upon receiving a recLuest for non-disclosure of directory information, the College will not release any directory
information without the student’s prior written consent, except to the extent otherwise authorized or required
by FERPA or other laws. The College will not be liable for any negative actions due to the non-disclosure
request or for the release of directory information prior to the submission of the non-disclosure form.

Questions concemianrih is law and the College’s procedures regarding release of academic information may
be directed to the OFTC Registrar’s Office at 478-240-5161 (North Campus in Sandersville) and
478-274-7761 (South Campus in Dublin).

OCONEE FALL LINE
www.OFTC.edu (OFTC TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Dublin-Sandersville-Louisville-Online

OFTC is a Unit of the Technical College System of Georgia and an Equal Opportunity Institution.

Do | Qualify to be a Foster Parent?

Do | have to be married, rich or have any particular religion to qualify as a foster parent? These are some of the
common questions asked by those individuals interested in fostering. The answer is “No”. You do not have to be
married, you must be able to support your own family, but you certainly do not have to be rich, nor have a
particular religious belief to foster. If you are one of the individuals wanting answers to your question, please call
Anna Stone at 478-275-6747. Open your heart to a child in need of a home and a little happiness.

“Be A Foster Parent”
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