
 Local law enforcement 
has requested the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation 
look into the shooting of 
two people in Vinson Vil-
lage over the weekend.

 According to a GBI 
press release, the Dublin 
Police Department asked 
the agency to assist the 
investigation of two men 
injured around 4:54 p.m. 
in the 500 block of Vinson 
Village. Officers responded 

to find two men with gun-
shot wounds. Both were 
transported to regional 
hospitals for treatment. 
 One victim was in seri-
ous but stable condition, 

 A 66-year-old Dublin man passed 
away in an Augusta hospital Wednes-
day, two weeks after he was pulled 
from a car fire outside of his home.
 Richard Wells was pronounced 
dead at 7:40 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 
19, at the Augusta Burn Center, said 
Laurens County Coroner Richard 
Stanley. 
 The State Fire Marshal’s Office, 
which was involved in inevstigating 
the fire, notified Dublin Fire Chief 
Matthew Cutler about Wells on 
Thursday. 
 “They came down on this case be-

cause we had a serious injury,” Cutler 
said. “They ruled it was an accidental 
vehicle fire. The man was inside the 
vehicle sleeping and did not wake 
up.” 
 On Aug. 4, the Dublin Fire De-
partment received a call about a ve-
hicle on fire on Sunny Lane around 
7:39 p.m. The caller said the vehicle 
was parked between the house and a 
garage. 
 They said they also believed there 
was a man, later identified as Wells, 
still in the vehicle.
 Two Dublin police officers found 

 It did not take long for Mike 
Cummings to know something had 
to be done to show appreciation to 
the city of Dublin’s water depart-
ment.
 Cummings began putting a plan 
in motion after he saw the photos 
of the two city employees, chest-
deep in water, trying to locate the 
leak on the pipe that broke on 
Joiner Street last Tuesday.
 “This was wonderful,” said 
Blake Soles, water construction su-
perintendent for the city of Dublin. 
“I’m very thankful for our team, 
and everybody showing up and 
pulling together when it was need-
ed the most. I’m very thankful that 
everybody sees it. It has been very 
appreciative. It was a hard time 
but the appreciation has been very 
nice.” 
 Cummings is part of a supper 
club that meets every Friday. On 
Wednesday morning, when he saw 
the photographs on Facebook and 
knew their crew had been working 
all night to fix the water, he wanted 
to do something.
 “I just called them and told 

them we needed to do something,” 
Cummings said. “Every single one 
of them said yes and to tell them 
what we needed to do.”
 Some departments in the city 
are not thought of until there is an 
emergency.
 “As long as the water is run-
ning right, you don’t think about 
it,” Cummings said. “The minute it 
goes sideways, you think we’ve got 
a problem and wonder who is going 
to fix it. These guys stepped in and 
did what they do. We wanted them 
to know that their work and effort 
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 Laurens County resi-
dents might one day have 
to choose between the less-
er of two so-called evils – 
data centers or zoning.
 Several residents turned 
out for Tuesday's County 
Commission meeting, con-
tinuing to call for a ban or 
at least a moratorium on 
data centers. But without 
a countywide zoning ordi-
nance, unincorporated ar-
eas of the county are prime 
locations for data center 
companies – and there is 
not much officials can do 
to stop them.
 "There is no zoning 
here in Laurens County 
because the people of Lau-
rens County don't want it," 

said Commission Chair-
man Jimmy Rogers.
 The commission at-
tempted to pass a zoning 
ordinance in the 1990s but 
drew a massive public out-
cry that eventually killed 
the proposal. Rogers, who 
was not on the board at 
the time, compared those 
protests to the stand-
ing-room-only crowd that 
attended a recent com-
mission meeting over data 
center rumors.
 "It was like people are 
with data centers," Rogers 
said. "You'd fill this build-
ing up 10 times – they did 
not want people trying to 
tell them what to do with 
their property."
 Resident Vonda Morton 
demanded the commission 

adopt a ban on data cen-
ters. With almost 200 data 
centers either operating or 
planned in Georgia, anoth-
er is not needed in Laurens 
County, she said. Morton 
argued that promises of tax 
relief and new jobs are not 
worth the water, light, air 
and noise pollution associ-
ated with the centers.
 A federal grant appli-
cation surfaced last month 
that mentioned the former 
Mohawk carpet plant as a 
possible location for a data 
center, stirring up commu-
nity concern. 
 The Heart of Georgia 
Altamaha Regional Com-
mission, a quasi-govern-
mental planning agency, 
applied for funding to po-
tentially test sites for en-
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Zoning vs. data centers: 
With no land use laws, 
Laurens can't issue ban 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission executive director Brett Manning speaks 
to a large crowd of residents at last month's meeting of the Laurens County Commissioners. 
Residents turned out to voice concerns about the agency listing the old Mohawk carpet plant 
as a possible data center in a federal grant application/PAYTON TOWNS III, File

vironmental contamination. 
The Mohawk property was 
among them, and one of its 
identified uses suggested in 
the application was as a data 
center.
 The grant application was 
denied.
 County commissioners 

assured the overflow crowd 
at last month's meeting that 
the county had no plans to 
bring a data center here. 
Morton said Tuesday that a 
data center ban would earn 
the commissioners more 
trust with the community.
 "Your refusal to do so 

makes us suspicious that 
there are already back-room 
deals in the works," said 
Morton.
 Rogers promised to keep 
the public informed should a 
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Event organizer Mike Cummings speaks to city Water Department workers before lunch is served/PAYTON 
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Show of
gratitude
Community feeds 
city employees as 
thanks for work 
during water crisis

Mayor Joshua Kight and City Councilwoman Tess Godfrey thanked 
employees for their hard work during a challenging situation/PAYTON 
TOWNS III

 The enrollment for Lau-
rens County schools has in-
creased by at least 100 stu-
dents.
 And that is a good issue 
to have, said Laurens Coun-
ty School Superintendent 
O.J. Hall.
 “Once we get past the 
10th day of school, we’ll 
have a more accurate num-
ber,” he said. “Some people 
will hear 100 more and think 
that’s a lot. But if you look 
around the whole country, 
and especially in Georgia, 
enrollment is down. To be 
up 100 is a lot. That is more 
than our average, and in 
fact, we have been trending 
down in the last couple of 
years. It is a strong reverse 
in the opposite direction. 
It’s a good problem to have. 
An increase enrollment of-
fers increased opportuni-
ties.” 
 Hall did not know how 
many of those students 
previously attended Dublin 
City Schools. 
 As for the first day of 

Enrollment 
up by 100 
students 
in county
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 A Dublin man was 
among four people sen-
tenced to federal prison 
after pleading guilty to var-
ious firearms charges in 
separate cases.
 Antonio Lamar King, 41, 
of Dublin, was sentenced to 
56 months in prison. He will 
also have to pay a $1,500 
fine followed by three years 
of supervised release after 
he  pleaded guilty to posses-
sion of a firearm by a con-
victed felon. During an inci-
dent with the Dublin Police 
Department in May 2025, 
King was found to be in pos-
session of a Smith and Wes-
son. .40-caliber pistol. The 
sentences were imposed 

Dublin man 
sentenced 
on firearm 
charges

Man dies from car fire injuries

Police found Richard Wells in this car 
after it caught fire/SPECIAL PHOTO

Two injured in Vinson Village shootings
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DEAR DR. ROACH: I'm 
a woman of 54 with some-
what limited mobility due to 
back pain. Perhaps for this 
reason, my primary care 
physician ordered a DEXA 
scan in 2023 and again in 
2026. I was alarmed when 
the recent scan showed os-
teopenia in five of the six 
areas that were tested.

I thought the 2023 scan 
was normal, but when I re-
visited it, I saw that I had 
osteopenia then as well. But 
in the 2023 report, they had 
only looked for a Z-score of 
less than -2 as an indicator 
of a problem, whereas in 
2026 they used the T-score.

Had I realized that I 
had osteopenia three years 
ago, I'd have started tak-
ing calcium (I get plenty in 
my diet and struggle with 
large pills) and weighed the 
risks of more vigorous ex-
ercise differently. (Perhaps 
I should be more willing to 
risk short-term flare-ups 

in the pursuit of long-term 
bone health.)

I'm not sure if this re-
porting method is standard, 
but perhaps physicians and 
patients should look at the 
T-score for an indication of 
osteopenia if the radiologist 
doesn't do so. -- J.F.

ANSWER: There are 
three numbers I look for 
when reviewing a patient's 
bone density scans. (DEXA, 
or dual-energy X-ray ab-
sorptiometry, is the stan-
dard screening and diag-
nostic test for bone loss.)

The first is the T-score, 
which compares my patient 
to a person of the same 
sex at peak bone mass. A 
T-score of zero means the 
person who's being scanned 
has the peak bone mass 
of a healthy young adult. 
(It's very unusual to see a 
positive T-score.) If a per-
son has peak bone density, 
their T-score will be zero. A 
T-score of -1.0 is one stan-
dard deviation below peak 

bone mass; -1.1 to -2.4 is 
considered low bone mass 
or osteopenia; and -2.5 or 
less is considered osteopo-
rosis.

The Z-score compares a 
person to the average score 
within their age group and 
sex. An older person might 
have a T-score in the osteo-
penia or even osteoporotic 
range, yet have a normal 
Z-score. The Z-score is 
most useful for alerting the 
clinician if a patient's bone 
density is lower than ex-
pected for their age.

A very low Z-score sug-
gests a secondary reason 
for osteoporosis. This can 
include medications such 
as prednisone or anti-epi-
lepsy drugs; celiac or other 
malabsorptive diseases; or 
hormonal conditions like 
excess thyroid hormone, 
hyperparathyroidism, or 
low sex hormones.

Finally, most DEXA 
scans now include the 
FRAX score, which is crit-
ical in communicating a 

person's risk of fracture 
and deciding whether to 
start them on medication to 
prevent a fracture.

***

DEAR DR. ROACH: 
Your column on hemicrania 
continua sounds a lot like 
cluster headaches, which 
are often described as the 
most excruciating head-
ache. Are they the same? 
-- W.M.

ANSWER: There are 
definite similarities be-
tween hemicrania conti-
nua and cluster headaches. 
Both affect one side of the 
face and are associated 
with eye tearing and nasal 
congestion. However, clus-
ter headaches happen in 
clusters -- brief but intense 
pain that occurs multiple 
times, then disappears en-
tirely for weeks, months or 
years. I've seen people lit-
erally bang their head into 
the wall during an episode. 

Breathing 100% oxygen 
will often make the pain go 
away and is a useful diag-
nostic test.

Hemicrania continua 
is continuous. The pain 
is constant, although not 
usually as intense as with 
cluster headaches. The pain 
can wax and wane during 
the day but is never gone. 
Most people respond to 
indomethacin, but some 
people can't tolerate it. One 
reader wrote in that with a 
relatively new medication 
called galcanezumab-gnlm 
(Emgality), they truly got 
their life back.

Dr. Roach regrets that 
he is unable to answer in-
dividual questions, but 
will incorporate them in 
the column whenever pos-
sible. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGood-
Health@med.cornell.edu.

(c) 2026 North America 
Synd., Inc.

All Rights Reserved
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 A memorial service to 
honor the life of Rickey 
“Lee” Hall will be held on 
Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2026, at 6 
p.m.. Location: Serenity Fu-
neral Home of Dublin – 414 
Telfair Street Dublin, Geor-
gia 31021.

Ricky “Lee” Hall, 44, 
passed away on Aug. 14, 
2026, leaving behind a fam-
ily whose hearts will never 
be the same. To those who 
loved him, Lee wasn’t just 
a husband, father, son or 
brother — he was the steady, 
gentle presence that made 
life feel safer, brighter and 
fuller.

Lee was preceded in 
death by his maternal grand-
parents, Rayburn Brooks 
and Juanita Fowler Brooks; 
and his paternal grandpar-
ents, Luther Hall and Dora 
Mae Paige Hall Edge.

He is survived by his wife 
Alicia Hall; children, Jaymi 
Hall and Christopher Hall; 
mother Rebecca "Becky" 
Hall; father, Ricky Hall; 
sister, Tanya Hall Chalker 
(Federico) Figueroa; and his 
brothers, Timothy "Scotty" 
Peacock, Willie Hall, and 
Rayburn Peacock. Each of 
them carries a piece of his 
heart and will forever hold 
his memory close.

Lee had a way of showing 
love without needing many 
words — through his smile, 
his quiet strength, and the 
way he always showed up for 
the people he cared about. 
His absence leaves a space 
that cannot be filled, but his 
love remains in every person 
he touched.

Lee will be missed in 
ways that words can’t fully 
capture, but he will be re-
membered in every story 
shared, every tear shed, and 
every moment of love he 
gave so freely.

Donations are welcomed 
to support his children and 
help with unexpected ex-
penses during this difficult 
time.

Serenity Funeral Home 
& Crematory Services has 
charge of arrangements.

OBITUARIES

Rickey "Lee" Hall

Dennis Douglas

 Dennis Douglas, age 71, 
of Eastman, Ga., died on 
Friday, August 21, 2026.

 Funeral services were 
held at 2 p.m. Monday, Aug. 
24, at Antioch #2 Baptist 
Church, with interment in 
Antioch Church Cemetery.

 He is survived by his wife 
– Fran Douglas; Daugh-
ters – Jennifer Douglas and 
Crystal Bullock (Todd); four 
Grandchildren; Siblings – 
Deborah Laxton (Larry), 
Danny Douglas (Brenda), 
Cindy Screws (Donny), and 
Wayne Williams (Jeanine); 
several nieces and nephews.

 The family received 
friends in Antioch #2 Bap-
tist Church from 1 p.m. - 2 
p.m. Monday, Aug. 24.

 Stokes-Southerland Fu-
neral Home of Eastman has 
charge of  arrangements.                                         

Muscogee is the only Georgia district to in-
terpret the law this way, and the result is more 
than 30 students missing the first week of class-
es, including more than 20 with individualized 
education plans and special education desig-
nation. And the division says around 50 other 
students in foster care who had already enrolled 
could be at risk of being withdrawn from school 
if they are not enrolled by their case manager.

“After years of working through enrollment 
issues with Muscogee, this is the latest in a 
long line of efforts by Muscogee County School 
District to delay, defer, or refuse enrollment of 
children in foster care into their school system,” 
reads an Aug. 14 letter from DFCS attorney 
Dana Carroll to the Regional Education Service 
Agency overseeing the area and the Georgia De-
partment of Education.

“This unlawful practice violates the rights of 
these students to be enrolled in school and de-
lays their educational opportunities,” the letter 
continues.

The letter, which was obtained by the Geor-
gia Recorder, was sent as the central Georgia 
school district is now three weeks into the new 

school year.
In an emailed statement, Muscogee Coun-

ty Schools communications director Kimberly 
Wright said the district is not violating the law 
and did not receive a copy of the letter from 
DFCS.

“The suggestion that MCSD failed to enroll 
students who are eligible for enrollment is in-
correct,” she wrote. “The District is working co-
operatively with the Department of Family and 
Children Services on this issue to ensure that 
all required information is obtained for enroll-
ment.”

“If DHS, the RESA, or any collaborating 
agency has any questions about the way in which 
MCSD is undertaking to follow the law regard-
ing enrollment, MCSD is happy to discuss those 
issues,” she added.

Foster parents sometimes have difficulty 
enrolling children into a new school when they 
change locations, sometimes having to take days 
off work to deal with paperwork and logistics. 
Lawmakers attempted to ease that struggle with 
SB 431, which requires districts to enroll foster 
students within three school business days of 
receiving a completed enrollment form.

The bill’s sponsor, Marietta Republican Sen. 
Kay Kirkpatrick, expressed disappointment.

“We passed SB 431 to be sure foster kids 
would be immediately enrolled to prevent dis-
ruptions to their already challenging lives,” she 
said. “I am disappointed to hear that one of our 
school districts either has not gotten the mes-
sage or is deliberately not complying. Hopefully 
this can be resolved quickly.”

John DeGarmo, founder of an advocacy 
group called the Foster Care Institute and a 
foster parent to more than 60 kids in Georgia, 
said around half of foster children do not finish 
school. He said he fears Muscogee’s policy will 
further discourage them from focusing on their 
schoolwork as well as force foster parents to 
take off work to watch the kids instead of send-
ing them to school and risk piling on to vulnera-
ble children’s list of problems.

“They might see it as ‘the school doesn’t want 
me because I’m a foster kid,’” he said. “So that 
might further traumatize or bring additional 
anxiety to that child, additional anxiety that the 
foster parents have to address because that child 
is living in their home, not going to school. The 
child might be feeling that anxiety because they 
think ‘the school doesn’t want me. Yet again, 
adults have betrayed me, failed me, don’t want 
me.’” 

Georgia school district accused of illegally 
delaying enrollment of foster children
By ROSS WILLIAMS
Georgia Recorder

TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Explaining the significance of Z- and T-scores in DEXA scans
By DR. KEITH ROACH
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MOMENTS IN TIME

 * On Sept. 7, 1776, the American sub-
mersible craft Turtle attempted to attach 
a time bomb to the hull of British Admi-
ral Richard Howe's flagship, Eagle, in New 
York Harbor, marking the first use of a 
submarine in warfare.

* On Sept. 8, 1664, Dutch Governor 
Peter Stuyvesant surrendered New Am-
sterdam, the capital of New Netherland, to 
an English naval squadron under Colonel 
Richard Nicolls. Stuyvesant hoped to re-
sist the English but wasn't a popular rul-
er, and his subjects refused their support. 
New Amsterdam's name was changed to 
New York in honor of the Duke of York, 
who organized its capture.

* On Sept. 9, 1939, moviegoers at the 
Fox Theater in Riverside, California, were 
treated to an unexpected screening of 
Margaret Mitchell's "Gone with the Wind," 
shown by the theater manager as a second 
feature while producer David O. Selznick 
observed their reactions from the back of 
the theater. The movie was released a few 
months later.

* On Sept. 10, 1960, Hurricane Don-
na struck the Florida Keys as a Category 
4 storm. The devastating hurricane ulti-

mately killed more than 350 people along 
its full path, including more than 150 in 
Puerto Rico and the mainland United 
States, and the name "Donna" was later 
retired.

* On Sept. 11, 1971, teen idol Donny Os-
mond earned his first solo No. 1 hit with 
"Go Away Little Girl." For years afterward, 
the singer admitted he would "apologize 
for my career, for all of the cheesy music 
I was a part of," but eventually came to 
terms with it and said to himself that the 
music "was great for what it was, people 
loved it, it was incredibly successful -- why 
should I feel bad?"

* On Sept. 12, 1952, residents of Flat-
woods, West Virginia, while investigat-
ing a possible UFO crash, encountered a 
creature they described as 10 feet tall with 
glowing eyes and claw-like hands. Skep-
tics, however, dismissed their "monster" 
as likely an owl.

* On Sept. 13, 2007, the United Nations 
adopted the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, which defined the 
rights of Indigenous peoples to their re-
spective ways of life and prohibited dis-
crimination against them.

BIRTHDAYS

Aug. 25
Alicia Morales
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 The Justice Department has signaled 
that the federal government no longer plans 
to enforce a landmark court ruling that has 
shaped Georgia’s mental health and dis-
ability care system for nearly two decades, 
although the leader of the state agency re-
sponsible for disability services says noth-
ing has changed in his mind.

A June memo from the U.S. Department 
of Justice argues that federal disability 
laws do not require states to provide com-
munity-based care to people with disabil-
ities that limit their ability to do what the 
Americans with Disabilities Act considers 
“major life activities,” such as eating. These 
services allow many people with disabilities 
to live and receive care in their communi-
ties rather than be institutionalized in state 
hospitals.

The memo adds that the federal govern-
ment doesn’t have the authority to oversee 
and monitor whether states are providing 
those services, despite requirements in the 
law. Disability advocates warn this could 
reduce pressure on states to fund and ex-
pand community-based services. 

D’Arcy Robb, executive director of the 
Georgia Council on Developmental Disabil-
ities, said she is worried a lack of federal 
oversight could deter progress in disability 
care reforms.  

“We know that our state still has great 
needs that are not being met,” Robb said. 
“We anticipate we’re not going to have as 
much federal pressure, if any federal pres-
sure, on integrating people (into the com-
munity) — and yet, Georgians want it.” 

U.S. Sen. Jon Ossoff, a Democrat who is 
up for reelection this year, pressed the Jus-
tice Department to rescind what he called a 
“shameful document” in a letter to then-act-
ing Attorney General Todd Blanche.

Ossoff said the new interpretation of a 
longstanding court ruling could leave Geor-
gians with disabilities vulnerable at a time 
when states are bracing for Medicaid cuts 
that were packed into the GOP’s tax break 
and spending bill last year. 

“I am deeply concerned about recent re-
ports of U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) 
efforts to undermine the scope and enforce-
ment of rights for Americans with disabili-
ties,” Ossoff wrote in the Aug. 6 letter. 

Some advocates, though, said they re-
main hopeful that the DOJ’s opinion will 
not have the effect that others fear. 

Devon Orland, litigation director at the 
Georgia Advocacy Office, said the federal 
memo challenges a legal precedent estab-
lished in Olmstead v. L.C., a 1999 Supreme 
Court decision. Orland emphasized the 
memo is a statement of the federal govern-
ment’s position and does not overturn the 
law or legal precedent on its own. Orland’s 
organization, a private, nonprofit organiza-
tion that advocates for people with disabili-
ties and mental illness, is named as a party 
in federal litigation about disability rights 
in Georgia. 

“My hope is that the statement of focus 
by the Department of Justice won’t change 
anything,” Orland said. “It doesn’t change 
the status of the law. We have decades of 
legal precedent since Olmstead v. L.C.”

In that case, the court ruled that unjus-
tified institutionalization of people with 
disabilities can violate the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Olmstead v. L.C. originated 
in Georgia, where plaintiffs Lois Curtis and 
Elaine Wilson were involuntarily institu-

tionalized in a state hospital despite med-
ical professionals clearing them to live in 
their communities while receiving care.

The federal government later entered 
into a 2010 agreement with Georgia, known 
as the Olmstead settlement, which required 
more options for Georgians with disabili-
ties and mental illnesses to receive care in 
their communities. 

A federal court released Georgia from 
the mental health portion of the Olmstead 
settlement in February. Now, only require-
ments related to people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities remain to 
be addressed by the state. 

Among the remaining provisions is im-
proving statewide clinical oversight, main-
taining a high-risk surveillance list and 
providing crisis services and medical pro-
fessionals that serve people with intellectu-
al and developmental disabilities.

Robb said it’s unclear to her whether the 
remaining parts of the settlement will be 
enforced at all. 

The DOJ did not respond to the Record-
er’s requests for comment on whether they 
intend to enforce the remaining parts of the 
settlement.

Commissioner Kevin Tanner, who over-
sees state behavioral health and disability 
services, told the Recorder during an Au-
gust interview that the department remains 
committed to complying with the remain-
ing parts of the Olmstead settlement agree-
ment. He noted the state has committed 
over $1 billion in funding to its disability 
and mental health care system over the past 
16 years. 

“I get up every day not worrying about 
the settlement agreement,” Tanner said. 
“When I became commissioner, I made it 
clear to the staff and to others that we were 
not going to focus on a settlement agree-
ment. We were going to focus on building 
the best system of care. The settlement 
agreement will then take care of itself.”

Tanner said Georgians should not be 
worried about the apparent loss of federal 
oversight.

“They shouldn’t be concerned that the 
DOJ may not have oversight,” he said. “But 
we all should be concerned about these 
folks who did not ask for the situation they 
might find themselves in, and we all need to 
push to find better solutions.”

What’s at stake for Georgia’s 
disability care system

Before this summer’s DOJ opinion, the 
federal government routinely monitored 
states for compliance with community care 
requirements, according to Robb. When 
a state was found in violation of those re-
quirements, the federal government could 
bring lawsuits to enforce them. Robb said 
the Olmstead settlement agreement be-
tween Georgia and the federal government 
is an example of this oversight. 

Without federal oversight, Robb said 
state officials will be more responsible than 
ever in determining the future of disability 
services for Georgians. But she emphasized 
that Georgia’s advocacy community won’t 
go anywhere.

“The pressure may no longer be feder-
al, but the pressure is going to be from the 
community,” Robb said.

Robb said a large part of communi-
ty care for people with disabilities comes 
from two waiver programs. Waivers from 
New Option Waiver Program (NOW) and 
Comprehensive Supports Waiver Program 
(COMP) allow some Georgians to receive 

care in their homes through both Medicaid 
and state funding. 

Tanner told the Recorder in August that 
more than 14,000 Georgians receive ser-
vices through the waivers, but about 7,200 
Georgians are still waiting for care on what 
the department calls its “planning list.” 
Robb said in July that more than 1,200 of 
those waiting urgently need further care.

When Gov. Brian Kemp signed the state 
budget in May, he signed off on funding 
for 100 NOW/COMP waivers but withheld 
$9.3 million intended for hundreds of ad-
ditional waivers as part of the $300 million 
additional cuts to help pay for an income 
tax cut package that passed earlier this year. 
Kemp also announced a spending freeze in 
August, signaling a potentially tight year 
ahead for agency budgets. 

Despite the spending freeze, Tanner 
said the department has made progress in 
building community crisis centers across 
the state and providing other essential re-
sources. Additionally, he noted Georgia cre-
ated the Behavioral Health Reform and In-
novation Commission on its own, without a 
federal mandate, and the commission was a 
big driver behind a major mental health law 
that passed in 2022. 

Robb said there is still a lot of need from 
people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities that the department must ad-
dress, even outside of baseline compliance 
with the Olmstead settlement. She added 
that people with disabilities vastly prefer 
community resources over treatment in an 
institution.

“I cannot think of a time when someone 
has said to me, ‘I want to live in an institu-
tion,’” she said. “People want to live in the 
community. Treatment professionals agree 
people can live in the community. We can 
support all developmental disabilities in 
the community — that’s broadly known.”

Commissioner says complete com-
pliance is near, with new 

independent report planned for 
October

Tanner said he believes his department 
is currently in “substantial compliance” 
with most of the remaining parts of the set-
tlement. But Tanner would not say which 
requirements have yet to be fully addressed. 
Instead, he said he thinks the department’s 
greatest challenge has been demonstrating 
how much progress has been made toward 
complete compliance since 2010.

“I think that we have substantially com-
plied with most of the provisions of the 
settlement agreement,” he said. “We’re 
definitely heading toward the time that we 
will be out of the settlement agreement. I’m 
confident of that.”

Georgia’s compliance with the Olmstead 
settlement has been evaluated by Elizabeth 
Jones, a court-appointed independent re-
viewer, for over a decade. Jones has mon-
itored Georgia’s behavioral health and dis-
ability care system and filed regular reports 
over the years. 

During a phone call with the Record-
er, Jones said she will file her next report 
in October and that it will focus on the re-
maining intellectual and developmental 
disability requirements. 

No monitoring reports on the develop-
mental disability provisions have been filed 
in federal court since September 2024, 
when Jones recommended scaling back 
active monitoring on some provisions. Her 
next report could provide an important 
snapshot of the state’s progress. 

Jones said all parties involved in the 
settlement, including the state, continue to 
work toward compliance. 

“Progress is being made on the remain-
ing obligations, and there’s a commitment 
by the state to fulfill those obligations,” 
Jones said. 

As an independent monitor, Jones was 
appointed by the federal court, not the state 
of Georgia. She declined to comment on 
how the memo from the federal government 
may impact the settlement or her work.

One requirement of the Olmstead settle-
ment was establishing 22 Assertive Com-
munity Treatment (ACT) teams. The pro-
gram provides 24/7 mobile services and 
crisis response to people across Georgia, 
each team serving between 75 and 100 peo-
ple at a time. 

Since January, though, the Recorder 
found the department has eliminated an 
ACT team that served 31 counties in north 
Georgia, most of them rural. Tanner at-
tributed the cut to a lack of demand for re-
sources and said the department redistrib-
uted the funding to other teams needing 
more support.

“They just don’t have the numbers to 
justify a full team where there’s not enough 
people being referred,” he said. “You don’t 
want to fund something just for the sake of 
funding it if the need is not there.”

The number of ACT teams was among 
the settlement requirements that the fed-
eral court stopped actively monitoring in 
2024.

Next governor will shape future of 
disability care

State Rep. Mary Margaret Oliver, a De-
catur Democrat, said she was disappointed 
by the federal memo and called it a “blatant 
disregard” of civil rights. Oliver, a practic-
ing attorney and a lawmaker who has been 
influential on mental health issues, said the 
memo creates new uncertainty.

“It’s a direct message to the state that the 
Department of Justice is not going to en-
force the civil rights of Georgia citizens,” Ol-
iver said. “We cannot count on politicians, 
even on a good day, to always be mindful of 
the constitutional rights of the people they 
represent.”

Oliver said many lawmakers are com-
mitted to helping people with disabilities 
but it’s difficult to balance funding priori-
ties. This year’s gubernatorial race could 
lead to policy changes across Georgia’s 
mental health and disability care system, 
she added.

In November, voters will choose be-
tween Republican Rick Jackson and Dem-
ocrat Keisha Lance Bottoms for Georgia 
governor. Whichever candidate wins will 
inherit a disability care system at a pivotal 
moment. 

Garrison Douglas, a Jackson campaign 
spokesperson, told the Recorder that the 
Republican candidate hopes to focus on in-
dividualizing care for people with disabili-
ties and mental health issues if elected. He 
did not directly address the DOJ memo. 

“Georgia’s challenge is capacity, which 
means more providers, especially in rural 
communities, more beds for patients with 
severe mental illness, and real answers 
to the provider shortage through better 
pay, recruitment, training, and retention,” 
Douglas said in a statement.

The Bottoms campaign did not provide 
a comment to the Recorder for this story.

Public Notice to Interested Bidders
East Laurens - Elementary School & Middle School Athletic 

Complex Project
Laurens County School District

East Dublin, Georgia
Lentile Construction Company is soliciting competitive sealed bids from qualified trade partner 
contractors for the East Laurens Elementary School & Middle School Athletic Complex Project for the 
Laurens County School District.
Bid Documents Available: August 7, 2026
Pre-Bid Conference (Non-Mandatory)

•                     Date: August 12, 2026
•                     Time: 9:30 am
•                     Location: East Laurens Middle School Gym (House of Gold) 920 
                       US-80 E, East Dublin, GA 31027
•                     Deadline for Requests for Information (RFIs) August 19, 2026
 
Bid Deadline: September 2, 2026, 1:00 pm
 
Bid documents will be available through Building Connected. To request bid documents, confirm 
attendance at the pre-bid conference, or submit Requests for Information (RFIs), contact Matt 
Chambers
Email: mchambers@garbuttconstruction.com 
 
“Lentile Construction Company will be totally responsible for all aspects of the build, but to further 
enhance our proposal we have asked Garbutt Construction Company to consult with us by providing 
the latest technology to produce scheduling, estimating, and trade packages for bidding.”

After years of oversight, Georgia's disability care system faces a new test
By ELLIE FIVAS
Georgia Recorder

 SANDERSVILLE, GA 
(OFTC) – Oconee Fall Line 
Technical College (OFTC) 
will honor graduates during 
its fall 2026 Commence-
ment and High School 
Equivalency (HSE) Grad-
uation Ceremony at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 24.

The ceremony will be 
held at the college’s North 
Campus in Sandersville at 
the Ben J. Tarbutton Busi-
ness Development Center.  
Keisha Pooler will serve as 
guest speaker.

A native of Dublin, Pool-
er is an educator, author, 
inspirational speaker and 
spoken word artist with 30 
years of experience in Geor-
gia’s public education sys-
tem. Throughout her career, 
she has served in a variety of 
leadership roles, including 
mentor to novice teachers, 
instructional coach, dis-
trict instructional specialist 
and assistant principal. She 

currently serves as a Turn-
around Reading Specialist 
for Atlanta Public Schools.

Pooler holds a bachelor’s 
degree in English Language 
and Literature from Morris 
Brown College, a master’s 
degree in Higher Education 
Administration from Troy 
State University and an Ed-
ucational Specialist degree 
in Educational Leadership 
from Kennesaw State Uni-
versity.

An award-winning edu-

cator, Pooler was named the 
2004-2005 Morrow High 
School Teacher of the Year 
by Clayton County Public 
Schools and has been rec-
ognized for her work as an 
educator and mentor. She 
has also shared her work 
as a speaker and spoken 
word artist at schools, uni-
versities and organizations 
throughout Georgia.

The commencement cer-
emony will celebrate the 
achievements of graduates 
from across the college’s ac-
ademic programs, as well as 
HSE graduates completing 
an important educational 
milestone.  

Tickets will be required 
for attendance. Graduates 
will receive information 
from the registrar regard-
ing how and when to obtain 
tickets for guests. All guests 
must present a ticket for en-
try.  

For more information 
about OFTC’s Fall 2026 
Commencement Ceremony, 
visit OFTC.edu. 

OFTC	announces	fall	2026	
commencement	speaker
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
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I do not know of anyone 
who likes waking up in the 
middle of the night to find 
out their water or power is 
not working. No one looks 
forward to that. 

Basically, there is noth-
ing one can do but say things 
they really don’t mean as 
they reach for their phone 
to call the correct agency or 
business needed to fix said 
problem. The good news 
is that no matter what it is, 
we need to be patient and 
remember that dedicated 
people are on the job to fix 
the issue. 

 Lately, employees in the 
City of Dublin have had to 
face issues that were not of 
anyone's making. It start-
ed with the flash flood that 
took over parts of downtown 
on Sunday, Aug. 9. With no 
warning, heavy rain left big 
bodies of water in places you 
would never dream of seeing 
such a collection of liquid.

 Thankfully, the city’s 
infrastructure worked and 
within the hour the water 
was out of downtown and 
back in the river. People 
came together and worked 
to make the situation as 
good as it could be.

 Then came this past 
week. When I woke up last 
Wednesday, I received an 
alert that the city of Dublin 
had a very significant wa-

ter line break that began 
the night before. The water 
crews from the city were out 
the throughout the night 
and kept working until the 
problem was fixed the next 
morning. 

 For those living and 
working in the city, we had 
to boil water or use bot-
tled water to drink or make 
coffee. Many, if not all of 
Dublin’s restaurants, were 
closed Wednesday and most 
of Thursday because of this. 
According to co-workers, 
many stores were low on 
bottles of water, which was 
understandable.

 This crisis also meant 
that Dublin City Schools 
and West Laurens Middle 
School, because of its use of 
city water, had to cancel for 
what turned out to be the 
next two days.

 And if the water break 
wasn’t enough, a downtown 
business fire happened on 
around 9 p.m. on Aug. 19. 
If this was a normal day, 
the Dublin Fire Department 
would have had no problem 
with having the necessary 
water needed to help put 
out the blaze at the Proline 
Commercial Services. Ever 
since Dublin Fire Chief 
Matthew Cutler was made 
aware of the water situation 
around 1 a.m., he began to 
put together an emergen-
cy plan involving the other 
agencies in and around the 
county should something 
happen.

 He was glad to have that 
plan in place after the fire 
was reported. Firefighters 
from the DFD along with 
partnering agencies from 
Laurens County, East Dub-

lin, Allentown, Johnson 
State Prison, Wrightsville 
Fire and Dodge State Prison 
were able to work together 
to make sure the flames did 
not spread any further than 
it did.

 None of these situations 
were pleasant, but the work 
and dedication all of these 
crews and people displayed 
showed why we have some 
of the best workers in our 
community.

 When talking about the 
water main break during a 
community luncheon last 
week, Dublin Mayor Josh-
ua Kight brought up the fact 
that it sometimes takes trag-
edies to bring people togeth-
er. In a perfect world, every-
thing would keep working 
and nothing bad would ever 
occur.

 We live in a world where 
the next unbelievable situa-
tion cannot be foreseen, just 
like the situations we have 
had here recently. 

 Dublin has been in the 
news a lot lately and none of 
it was good. The best thing 
to remember is we are a 
community that knows how 
to rise up and come together 
when the going gets rough. 
We will not take the bad ly-
ing down, and we have the 
example of the city employ-
ees and citizens to thank for 
that.  
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 The prize that you 
wanted so bad will not 
meet your expectations 
upon opening.

 I was once young, 
now I am old. We seniors 
move a little slower. We 
don’t hear as well, nor see 
as well, but please be a lit-
tle bit more patient with us 
because the pain that you 
inflict on us will come back 
and hit you when you are 
old and walk in our shoes.

 Why can’t the com-
missioners require the 
employees at the court 
house and county offices to 
park in the two parking lots 
behind the insurance office 
and the muffler shop and 
free up the parking spots 
for shoppers and taxpayers 
that need to conduct busi-
ness?

 Do the young people 
that wear the bull rings in 
their nose have a clue what 
it means and the history 
behind them? 

 
 Restaurants, please 

turn down your music. I 
would like to share a meal 
with my guest without hav-
ing to holler!

If someone would 
get a class action suit 
against the Dublin City 
Board of Education to roll 
back the tax increases I 
would gladly sign it and 
contribute. What they did 
to the taxpayer is criminal.

 Sure people from 
out of town pay the sales 
tax but guess what, so do 
we on every single pur-
chase we make. We need to 
start the Tea Party back up. 
Taxed Enough Already.

 Progress comes to 
a community with hav-
ing one government. Con-
solidate Dublin-Laurens 
County government and 
school systems to make 
this community stronger 
than ever. Contact your 
county commissioner.

 Isn't it funny that the 
government owns all the 
deer when you hunt but 
not when one totals your 
vehicle? It's time for new 
leadership in Georgia. Re-
member this when you go 
to the polls and vote.

 Our official state an-
imal is the same animal 
that costs Georgians mil-
lions in insurance claims 
and the government is do-

ing nothing about it. It's 
time for change in Georgia 
at the state level. Go vote!

 The grass needs cut-
ting at Northwest Laurens 
Elementary. Can we use 
ESPLOST money to buy 
more lawnmowers?

 I agree. Bring back 
the sheriff office social me-
dia!

 The pros of flock 
cameras far outweigh the 
cons. At least it’s catch-
ing bad cops. It’s worth 
its weight in gold by doing 
that.

 The yard sheriff 
must not drive up North 
Jefferson Street to go 
home. It’s a shame what 
that road looks like with 
the grass and trash.

 The submission 
concerning us living out 
of state, the truth is you are 
dealing with a 24/7/365 
citizen who calls out the 
city leadership for their in-
eptness. Right under your 
nose.

 A commentator here 
said that data centers "re-
use water to generate their 
own power.”  What?  Dear, 
data centers do not run off 
windmills.  

 If you read the article 
make sure you saw "can-
not be used to lower school 
taxes." That is the one 
that got seniors and the 
rest of Dublin, so it might 
lower part of your taxes 
but it could not really put 
a dent in what you pay as 
the school tax goes up fast-
er than the city or country 
tax. Better management 
might help lower school 
tax but they could collect 
a dime more and it won't 
eliminate any ones prop-
erty tax. School tax is three 
times more than property 
tax and it is not even im-
pacted so don't be disillu-
sioned by the hype.

 We pay enough 
property taxes and ES-
PLOST to where no child 
in the county schools 
should leave this county in 
nothing less than the pride 
of our fleet in school buses. 
2025 or older is unaccept-
able

Does any of that 25 
percent tax increase go to 
fixing Dublin’s antique wa-
ter system, or does it all go 
to the former DCS? 

DAILY SCRIPTURE...

"Never	go	to	bed	mad.	Stay	up	and	fight."	

- Phyllis Diller

THOUGHT FOR TODAY...

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...
Aug.	25	2026	is...	
•Kiss	and	Make	Up	Day
•National	Banana	Split	Day
•National	Secondhand	Wardrobe	Day
•National	Park	Service	Founders	Day
•National	Whiskey	Sour	Day

"These	things	I	have	spoken	unto	you,	that	in	me	ye	might	have	
peace.	In	the	world	ye	shall	have	tribulation:	but	be	of	good	cheer;	
I	have	overcome	the	world."

	- John 16:33 (King James Version) 

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com

MAN ABOUT 
TOWN...

By PAYTON TOWNS III

FIRMER GROUND: TEACHING TOMORROW’S CITIZENS

 O the debt we owe to 
teachers, administrators, 
and support staff, and all 
who make education hap-
pen for our children year af-
ter year. Parents, of course, 
are our first teachers, and 
can do so much to support 
their children’s learning ex-
perience at school. The rest 
of us have a role here, too, 
as encouragers and men-
tors.

Now is a good time to 
recall that a chief purpose 
of education is to prepare 
us to be citizens. And in 
so far as it serves to form 
character and teaches us to 
reason, every aspect of ed-
ucation contributes to this 
end. But there remains a 
serious gap today in edu-
cation for citizenship. With 
the emphasis on STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics) 
and the testing pressures 
that come with No Child 
Left Behind, subjects like 
Civics have been deempha-
sized. Moreover, folks who 
study these trends, tells us 

that in today’s polarized en-
vironment it’s easier not to 
bother, and also that many 
teachers today feel unpre-
pared. Not surprisingly, as a 
nation we are civically illit-
erate, not very knowledge-
able about how our govern-
ment was designed to work 
or about our history. This 
lack is detrimental for our 
nation.

But we can begin again 
and there are folks who are 
working at this effectively. 
There are good resources 
available for teachers and 
school systems. Just an ini-
tial internet search led me 
to The Sandra Day O’Con-
nor Institute and then to the 
National Constitution Cen-
ter’s Civics Virtue Course, 
featuring “primary source 
readings, interpretive es-
says, and guided reflection 
activities designed to con-
nect historical ideas, civics, 
character, and the common 
good.” Among state and 
county system initiatives 
there is the Illinois Civics 
Hub/ Illinois Democracy 

Schools. They have staff in 
place committed to equip-
ping teachers and fostering 
civics education. As they 
propose, “2026 marks a pe-
riod of reflective patriotism 
in conjunction with Amer-
ica’s 250th anniversary, it 
is also important to look 
ahead—considering how we 
equip young people with the 
knowledge, skills, and dis-
positions needed for the fu-
ture of our democracy.”

It’s important that edu-
cators not be cowed into not 
speaking about our political 
life because it is a hot top-
ic. I suspect that our young 
people are eager to process 
what they’re hearing about 
national and world affairs 

To their credit, many of our 
schools already are active-
ly promoting respect and 
kindness on campus. A next 
step would be for our school 
systems to adopt a policy of 
“institutional neutrality” re-
garding political opinions, 
while working to promote 
open and thoughtful dia-
logue. Also, we may recall 
here that knowledge and 
love tend to support each 
other. We are inclined to 
learn about what we love 
and to love what we learn 
about. Let learning flourish 
then and truth be honored 
that love may follow.

Because this is our 250th 
anniversary year and be-
cause of the brokenness 
we’re experiencing in our 
life as a nation, this is a 
teachable moment. And 
again, I suspect that our 
young people are more 
ready than we realize to be 
taken seriously as citizens. 
For the sake of their devel-
opment as persons and for 
the health of our nation, 
may we do so.

By STEVE 
BULLINGTON

GUEST 
COLUMN
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Dublin Police Department
 - Bobby Brent Roberson, 47, was charged with posses-

sion of methamphetamine and tag lights required around 
12:32 a.m. on Aug. 3 on North Jefferson Street.

 An officer was stationary when he saw a white Nissan 
2014 SUV traveling north with non-functioning tag lights. 
The officer made a traffic stop and explained to the driv-
er, identified as Roberson, the reason for pulling him over. 
Dispatch advised that Roberson was wanted for a proba-
tion violation out of Bulloch County and was arrested.

 The officer asked the passenger to step out of the vehicle. 
The officer then asked Roberson for permission to search 
the vehicle, which he denied. The officer deployed K-9 Max 
for an open-air sniff around the vehicle. Max alerted and 
indicated on the front driver’s side door. The officer began 
a probably cause search and found two clear plastic bags 
containing suspected meth within a cigarette carton that 
was on the driver’s seat.

 The officer read Roberson and the passenger their 
rights. Roberson admitted to the officer that the substance 
was his. Other officers on the scene searched Roberson and 
found an unopened hypodermic needle.

 Roberson was transported to the Laurens County Law 
Enforcement Center. The officer relinquished the vehicle to 
a licensed driver who arrived on the scene. The substance 
tested positive for meth.

 - On Aug. 5, at 8:30 p.m., an officer was patrolling Rob-
ert Street Apartments when he saw Jami Robinson, 20, on 
the property.

 The officer recognized Robinson from a prior encounter 
and knew he had been issued an indefinite criminal tres-

pass warning from all Dublin Housing Authority on May 
26, 2026. An officer made contact with Robinson and con-
firmed his identity. A GCIC inquiry revealed Robinson had 
an active probation violation warrant through the Laurens 
County Sheriff’s Office.

 Robinson was arrested without incident. He was trans-
ported to the sheriff’s office and released to jail staff for 
booking.   

 - Zitayvian Floyd, 19, was charged with obstruction of 
law enforcement officers and possession of marijuana less 
than one ounce at the intersection of South Decatur Street 
and West Madison Street at 6:50 p.m. on Aug. 5.

 Officers saw a person with active warrants in front of 
Dublin Construction Company, and identified him as 
Floyd. They attempted to make contact with Floyd and he 
ran away on foot and refused to stop. 

 Floyd was chased from South Decatur Street to the field 
beside the car wash located near South Truxton Street and 
East Jackson Street. He then stopped running, surrendered 
to officers, laid on the ground and complied with all lawful 
commands.

 During the foot pursuit, officers aw Floyd remove and 

discard a small plastic bag containing a green leafy sub-
stance suspected to be marijuana from his pocket. Floyd 
was transported to the Laurens County Jail.

Laurens County Sheriff’s Office
 - A deputy was dispatched to Quail Run in reference to 

fraud that happened around 5 a.m. on July 6.
 - At 9:08 p.m. on Aug. 17, a deputy was dispatched to 

South Highway 19 in reference to an assault.
 - On Aug. 16 at 11:25 a.m., a deputy responded to a lo-

cation on Old Sawmill Road in reference to a dispute. The 
deputy arrived on scene, activated his body camera and 
made contact with both parties involved.

 - A deputy was dispatch to Old River lane in reference to 
a removal around 8:14 a.m. on Aug. 16. The deputy activat-
ed his body camera and made contact with the caller.

 - Jaden Patrick Daniels, 24, of Savannah, was charged 
with possession of schedule IV drugs after a deputy stopped 
him in a Honda Civic for a traffic infraction on I-16 East at 
mile marker 48 around 5 p.m. on Aug. 14.

 - On Aug. 13, at 10:15 a.m., a deputy responded to Mullis 
Street in reference to a scam.

 Editor's note: This information is public record and 
was taken from reports of local law enforcement agencies. 
These reports do not reflect guilt or innocence. An "arrest" 
does not always indicate incarceration. Readers are cau-
tioned that people may have similar names. Police Beat 
does not identify minor children, victims of sexual assault, 
suicide attempts or medical conditions. Cases dismissed 
do not appear if the newspaper is notified before deadline.

POLICE BEAT...

Local 7-day Forecast:
The next 48 hours:

TUESDAY:

92˚
Times	of	clouds	and	sun	with	a	
thunderstorm	in	spots.

Sunrise: 7:02 a.m.

TUESDAY NIGHT:

71˚ Some	clouds.

Sunset: 8:06 p.m.

WEDNESDAY:

89˚
Mostly	cloudy	and	humid;	a	couple	of	

heavy	thunderstorms.

Sunrise: 7:03 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:

69˚ Mostly	cloudy	with	a	thunderstorm.

Sunset: 8:05 p.m.

Thursday
8/27

Friday
8/28

Saturday
8/29

Sunday
8/30

Monday
8/31

HIGH/LOW

87/69
HIGH/LOW

85/69
HIGH/LOW

86/68
HIGH/LOW

89/69
HIGH/LOW

90/67
Mostly	cloudy	
and	humid.

Mostly	sunny.	 Partly	sunny	
with	a	chance	of	

storms.

Storms	later	in	
the	day.

Humid	and	
cloudy.

Sunrise: 7:04 a.m.
Sunset: 8:03 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:04 a.m.
Sunset: 8:02 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:05 a.m.
Sunset: 8:01 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:06 a.m.
Sunset: 8:00 p.m.

Sunrise: 7:06 a.m.
Sunset: 7:58 p.m.

River levels...
Oconee	(at	Dublin)		....................................................................... 	1.53'
Ocmulgee	(at	Macon)		.................................................................. 	4.55'

Saturday, August 29th @ 10:30 A.M.
Sale Site:  Oconee Fall Line Tech. College

560 Pinehill Road, Dublin, GA  31021

AUCTION

Visit our Website For Additional Information

478-743-1511
HudsonMarshall.com

GAL #3512

LIVE

180± Boxes Shotgun Shells

683± ACRES IN LAURENS COUNTY
Homesites, Recreactional Land, Timberland, Investment

53.863 Acres - Holliday Road @ Meeks Road

33.49 Acres - Scotland Road @ Holliday Road

81.39 Acres - Lane Dover Road o� Taylor Grocery

16.77 Acres - Taylor Grocery Road

210.45 Acres - Pinehill Road East of Hwy 257

70.4 Acres - GR Register Road o� Snow Hill Church Rd

197 Acres - Etheridge Road East of Hwy 117

17.08 Acres - N. Franklin Street Near Dublin City Cemetery

2026 Timber Cruise Available On All Parcels

To Settle a Portion of the Clyde Evans Estate

premierpropertiesofdublin.com | 608 Bellevue Ave, Dublin, Georgia
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. | Friday 8:00 p.m. - 3:00 pm

Rayna B Dubberly
C: 478-697-2048
Premier Properties of Dublin, LLC
478-274-1606

Now priced at

$699,000

Brick home with 6 BEDS, 4 BATHS, 2 HALF BATHS, and over 4,400 heated and 
cooled square footage. Enjoy your outdoor paradise with an inground pool, 
hot tub, pool house, outdoor kitchen, outdoor shower, outdoor projector 
screen, additional detached garage, and more!

Sunday, August 30, from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

660 Hatchee Ridge Road, Dublin GA 31021
Light refreshments will be served, and there will be a $50 gift card drawing!

OPEN HOUSE

Classifieds

Employment

UTILITIES SYSTEMS MAINTENANCE 

OPERATOR

The City of Dublin is now accepting appli-
cations for a Water Treatment Plant Utilities 
Systems Maintenance Operator.  This 
individual will perform skilled and technical 
work in the maintenance and operation of 
the City’s Water Plant, Waste Treatment 
Plant, pumping stations and elevated 
storage tanks.  This person will fill in as 
a plant operator as needed and perform 
emergency repairs during nights, weekends 
and holidays. 
Applicants must possess a Class III Water 
and Wastewater Operators License, as 
issued by the State of Georgia or the ability 
to acquire the same within one year of em-
ployment.  A valid Georgia driver’s license 
is required.
Salary range is $42,463.67 – $65,818.68 
annually based on experience and for an 
individual with both Water and Wastewater 
certification.  Should you not have both Wa-
ter and Wastewater Class III Certification, 
you will be paid according to your level of 
certification.   An extensive fringe benefit 
package including health, dental and life 
insurance is also offered. The successful 
applicant must pass a drug screen.
Applicants may apply online through our 
www.cityofdublin.org website until the posi-
tion is filled. The City of Dublin is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

Friends find 
crowns, 
watch 'The 
Princess 
Bride' at 
Theatre 
Dublin

Lynda Prymula and friends had fun watching “The Princess 
Bride" at Theatre Dublin on the evening of Aug. 21. Before 
the show, two in the group were able to find two of the 12 
small golden crowns around downtown Dublin. Those who 
found a crown and brought it to the theater by showtime 
received a cash prize of $20 or a ticket to a future concert or 
show/SPECIAL PHOTO submitted by Lynda Prymula

 Mayor Joshua Kight 
and representatives of Rise 
Up gathered during a re-
cent proclamation signing 
recognizing the month of 
September as National Re-
covery Month.

Behavioral health is 
an essential part of health 
and one's overall wellness 
and prevention of mental 
and/or substance use dis-
orders works and with ef-
fective treatment, people 
will recover in our area and 
around the Nation.  

The benefits of prevent-
ing and overcoming mental 
and/or substance use dis-

orders are significant and 
valuable to individuals, 
families, and the commu-
nity at large.

People in recovery 
achieve healthy lifestyles, 
both physically and emo-
tionally, and contribute 
in positive ways to their 
communities, but we must 
encourage relatives and 
friends of people with 
mental and/or substance 
use disorders to implement 
preventive measures, rec-
ognize the signs of a prob-
lem, and guide those in 
need to appropriate treat-
ment and recovery support 
services.

To help more people ex-
perience and sustain long-

term recovery, the Georgia 
Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmen-
tal Disabilities, the Clin-
ton Foundation, the Geor-
gia Council for Recovery, 
Mobilize Recovery, Serve 
You Rx, and the Georgia 
General Assembly Work-
ing Group on Addiction 
and Recovery, along with 
Mayor Kight and the Dub-
lin City Council invite all 
residents of the State of 
Georgia to participate in 
National Recovery Council 
invite all residents of the 
City of Dublin to partici-
pate in National Recovery 
Month. Recovery is Real!

Mayor	holds	proclamation	
for	National	Recovery	Month
SPECIAL TO THE  COURIER 
HERALD

STRANGE BUT TRUE

 * While screening around 
2 million airline passengers 
per day, TSA officers are 
accustomed to confiscating 
items such as full water bot-
tles and too-large toiletries, 

but their more astonishing 
finds include grenades, can-
nonballs and even a samurai 
sword.

* The fear of vegetables is 
called "lachanophobia."

* Actor Daniel Craig, as 
a reward for playing James 

Bond, can choose any As-
ton Martin from the fac-
tory for the rest of his life.

* Women lie more 
than men in their online 
dating profiles.

* Many quilts made 
by military soldiers were 
known as "convalescent 
quilts," since they made 
them while recuperating 
from wounds received in 
the line of duty.

* The word LEGO 
comes from the first two 
letters of the Danish 
words "leg" and "godt," or 
"play well."

By LUCIE WINBORNE



 Johnson County used a gritty ground game 
and a four-touchdown performance from Jere-
miah Scott to open the season with a 32-15 road 
victory in the “Border War” versus East Laurens 
Friday night.
 The Trojans rushed for 368 yards, piled up 
455 yards of total offense and built an 18-0 half-
time lead. Johnson County had three runners fin-
ish with at least 80 yards, and attempted just six 
passes all night.
 “We wanted to play bully football,” Trojans 
head coach Don Norton said. “That’s what the 
kids wanted to do, and that’s what we did.”
 Johnson County established that approach from its 
first possession, but it was the Trojan defense that had to 
make the game's first stand.
 East Laurens took the opening kickoff into Johnson 
County territory, and drove as far as the 29 before be-
ing stopped on fourth down. JoCo responded with a sev-
en-play, 71-yard touchdown drive without attempting a 
pass. Jacaden Webb, Jeremiah Taylor and Scott all carried 
the ball on the march, with Scott finishing it on an eight-
yard touchdown run for a 6-0 lead.
 The Falcons soon had an even better opportunity after 
Braedyn Evans returned a kickoff 67 yards to the Johnson 
County 15. East Laurens moved as close as the Trojan 6, 
but again came away empty when a fourth-down comple-
tion left the Falcons one yard short of a first down.
 Johnson County made it 12-0 when quarterback Chance 
Wombles connected with Scott for a 40-yard touchdown.
 The Trojans continued to pound the ground, with Scott 
breaking a 34-yard run early in the second quarter. The 
Trojans eventually drove inside the East Laurens 10 be-
fore consecutive penalties pushed them backward. Facing 
third-and-nine from the 16, Wombles found Scott for an-
other touchdown to extend the Johnson County advantage 
to 18-0.
 East Laurens threatened again before halftime, but 

Scott made his presence felt on defense when he intercept-
ed Sky Snead at the Johnson County 13.
 The Falcons got another opportunity late in the half 
and again crossed midfield, but the JoCo defense stopped 
Snead short on fourth down as the half expired.
 The numbers reflected the Trojans' first-half control. 
 Johnson County went to the locker room with 278 
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DUBLIN 32, JASPER COUNTY 0

 Friday's season opener in 
Monticello had all the hall-
marks of a workaday Dublin 
win on the road. 
 The Irish didn't blow the 
lid off, but left no doubt ei-
ther as they soundly took 
care of the fall's first piece of 
business in a 32-0 shutout 
of Jasper County. 
 Offensively, there was 
little explosiveness, but a 
lot of efficiency running the 
football, and occasionally 
throwing it as well. For their 
defense, it was a customarily 
dominant showing complete 
with three interceptions 
(one a pick-six), the equiv-
alent of two fourth-down 
stops and a blocked field 
goal that frustrated each of 
the Hurricanes' efforts at 
points on the other side. 
 As always, Dublin made 
the most of the first half's 
ending, and a possession to 
start the second, in a span of 
roughly 12 minutes around 
the break that contained all 
four of its offensive touch-
downs. 
 For the Irish, just a typi-
cal night at the office. 
 They'll take a 1-0 record 

back home Friday to play 
their Shamrock Bowl opener 
against long-lost rival Perry. 
 Trav Bostic scored touch-
downs from separate sides 
of the ball for the first and 
last in the sequence of high-
lights. 
 He stepped free of some 
attempted tackles after 
clearing the line of scrim-
mage, and accelerated 41 
yards to deliver the final of-
fensive blow about five min-
utes out of halftime. 
 The opening haymak-
er came from the opposite 
hand, as the senior hauled 
back an interception for 
Dublin's first TD on just the 
third play from scrimmage, 
after plays for loss put Jas-
per County in a third and 
long on its first series. 
 'Canes quarterback Wail-
er Sands rolled left, and was 
pressured all the way to the 
sideline before releasing 
an ill-advised throw off his 
back foot toward a receiver 
with Irish defenders in front 
and back. He didn't notice 
Bostic, waiting underneath, 
until Bostic pedaled back to 
steal the pass, and returned 

Irish	impress	with	
three	interceptions,	
productive	second	
quarter	on	way	to	
opening	shutout
By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

TRINITY 16, ROBERT TOOMBS 8

 Trinity traveled to Lyons 
Friday night for its first road 
game of the season, and 
a battle of the Crusaders, 
against longtime rival Rob-
ert Toombs.
 Weather delayed the start 
of the game for over an hour, 
and the wet conditions were 
a problem for both teams 
early on. However, the vis-
iting Crusaders from Dublin 
were able to make some big 
plays late to come away with 
the 14-8 victory.
 Robert Toombs took the 
ball to open the contest and 
moved the ball a bit before 
turning it over on downs af-
ter 23 yards on six plays. 
 Trinity took over and had 
a solid opening drive going, 
with a couple of first downs 
to get into RTCA territory. 
Unfortunately a procedure 
penalty, a fumbled snap and 
a sack derailed the drive to 
force a punt.
 Robert Toombs again 
picked up a quick first down, 
but the Trinity defense came 
up with an interception a 
few plays later to get the ball 
back. The momentum was 
short-lived, as they would 
fumble it right back on their 
first offensive play.
 Following the turnover, 
Trinity committed a face-
mask penalty and an un-
sportsmanlike conduct foul 
on back-to-back plays to set 
the home Crusaders up with 
a first down at the 15. The 
defense would come up with 
a huge stop on downs on 
fourth and two to keep the 
game scoreless, and neither 
team would threaten the re-
mainder of the half.
 Trinity turned the ball 
over on downs on its first 
possession of the the sec-

ond half, but would force a 
Robert Toombs fumble two 
plays later to set up a big 
drive.
 Trinity went 60 yards 
on 10 plays to finally get on 
the scoreboard. Will-J Har-
ris capped the drive with a 
three yard touchdown run.  
Unfortunately, the point 
after was blocked and the 
score was 6-0.
 Robert Toombs wasted 
no time answering, needing 
just two plays to cover 70 
yards, as A.J. Jinks broke 
free for a 65-yard touch-
down, and then ran in the 
two-point conversion to give 
the home team an 8-6 lead 
late in the third quarter.
 Trinity would fumble it 
away on the first play of its 
ensuing possession, but the 
defense again came up big 
as it forced another turnover 
on downs to prevent any fur-
ther damage.
 The next Trinity posses-
sion ended in a punt, but it 
pinned Robert Toombs in-
side its own 20, and the de-
fense forced a three and out 
to get the ball back at the 40 
with under five minutes re-
maining in the contest.
 With a clear sense of 
urgency, the offense went 
to work efficiently and ef-
fectively, and would need 
just five plays to reach the 
end zone as Harris ripped 
off a 15-yard run to put the 
visiting Crusaders back in 
top. He added a two point 
conversion run to make the 
score 14-6.
 After taking the lead, the 
only concern was that Trin-
ity had left too much time 
on the clock with a full three 
minutes remaining. Those 
fears were quickly alleviated 

Four takeaways, 
Harris' second-half 
TDs help Crusaders 
conquer defending 
Class A champions 
By JEREMY PAYNE
Correspondent

JOHNSON COUNTY 32, 
EAST LAURENS 15

Great Scott!

TEAM JEREMIAH: Jeremiahs were responsible for five of the seven 
touchdowns scored in Friday's border war. JoCo's Jeremiah Scott 
(above) had four of them on a pair of rushes and receptions (his 
second, above, late in the second quarter) that helped accumulate 
186 yards. Teammate Jeremiah Taylor also ran for 94 on a team-high 
16 carries. East Laurens' Jeremiah Rozier (below) rushed for the final 
score of the night deep in the fourth/ZACH DAWSON

Four touchdowns/
pick for Jeremiah 
Scott as Trojans 
trample Falcons in 
49th Border War   

BLECKLEY COUNTY 28, WEST LAURENS 3

By RALPH JACKSON
Correspondent

Defense, rushing attack delivers upper 
hand for Royals over rebuilding Raiders

 The contrast was readily ap-
parent between an experienced, 
veteran team on the visiting 
side and the young, developing 
squad still piecing things to-
gether on the home one. 
 You could see comparable 
potential in the two local rivals 
who met for a 26th time to start 
the 2026 season at The SHU, 
but one was clearly a great deal 
closer to it, and some big things 
likely to come in the very near 
future, than the other at an ear-
lier stage in its progression. 
 Bleckley County, led by a 
senior quarterback who was in 
command from start to finish 
and a defense that pbent, but 
didn't break, had the better 
team in Friday's matchup. West 
Laurens played decently, but 
not up to the level of a deep, pol-
ished opponent that capitalized when 
it could to grab the 28-3 victory. 
 The Royals' well-established line-
up displayed confidence, consistency 
and composure throughout, while the 
Raiders' performance was compar-
atively clunky, and a little careless 
when it came to preventable errors. 
 None was unexpected for a group 
with a high percentage of first-time 
players getting acclimated to the var-
sity level, but an opening game against 
what might be the strongest team on 
their whole schedule gave those new-
comers a much shorter runway than 
would be ideal. 
 "We did some things really good, 
but we made too many critical mis-
takes in certain situations that we're 
not going to be able to win any games 
with," said West Laurens head coach 
Kip Burdette. "We've gotta get better, 
and we know that." 
 The Raider defense – getting key 
plays from Jamari Blash, Braden Wil-
lis, Tripp Mascaro, Maxx Chafin, J.D. 
Hogan and Nicholas Hester along the 
way – came through as hoped with 
some third-down stops to keep Bleck-
ley in check, and the game close until 
late, when touchdowns on the Royals' 
last two possessions put it away. 

 There were few busts or big plays. 
But BC, working on just 274 total 
yards, still fought its way down the 
field, and ground out the points with 
conversions on all four of its trips to 
the red zone. 
 "I felt like the physicality's there, 
but it's just a bunch of young guys 
getting their first taste of varsity, and 
that speed and how the game moves," 
Chafin said. "I feel like we've got the 
talent. We've just gotta take it day by 
day, trying to get better." 
 West Laurens' only shots came on 
back-to-back possessions late in the 
second quarter. The Raiders netted a 
field goal for their only points on the 
first chance, but ran out of time on the 
second that was shaping up to poten-
tially get them back within a score be-
fore the half. 
 They would get no closer than that 
the rest of the night. 
 After allowing some intermittent 
gains before the half, the Royals of-
fered little room to run inside, or ad-
vance on the screens to the perimeter 
that were a focus of a somewhat effec-
tive West Laurens passing attack. 
 Outside of double-digit pickups 
on the ground by Duggan Malone 
and Justin Blash, and a similar catch-
and-run in an impromptu situation 

by Jace Williams, the gains 
were minimal, and pretty 
much nonexistent in the sec-
ond half as Bleckley began 
to tighten things down, and 
hits from defenders Octavi-
us Tate, Jamir Thompson, 
Landry Nobles, Cody Regis-
ter and others got more and 
more physical. 
 All except one of the 
Raiders' second-half posses-
sions ended in a punt. 
 "We moved the ball 
at times really well, but what 
we've gotta do is we've gotta 
punch it in when we get in 
the red zone," Burdette said. 
"We moved it really well in 
between the 20s, and then 
got down there and didn't 
come up with any points 
about three times, and you 
look at that and it's the dif-
ference in the ballgame when 

they beat us 28-3."
 Bleckley might have done more 
damage with its ground game than the 
highly-touted passing attack, which 
relied mostly situational strikes. 
 A 9-for-12 Brody Fleming deliv-
ered a few of them on his patented 
extended plays, scrambling for a first 
down after avoiding a sack on a short-
lived opening drive that ended in the 
first of reciprocal punts. 
 The senior, off a record-breaking 
junior season, fired accurate passes 
for multiple third-down conversions 
later in the night... to Gage Harris on 
the early scoring drive, shortly before 
hitting him from 14 yards on the only 
passing touchdown later in the first 
quarter; to Jason McNulty right at the 
marker for a key move of the chains 
on the way to a second score late in 
the half; to Kelvin Sneed for a tiptoe 
catch in the fourth as they tacked on 
the first of back-to-back touchdowns 
that put the lead away. 
 But everything ran on a strong 
rushing foundation that averaged a 
strong six yards per carry on the al-
ternating attempts of Zyion Love and 
Kix Foskey, who combined for the last 

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

BORDER WAR
Continued on page 7

Bleckley's Willy Walters takes down Justin Blash after 
a completion in bounds with less than nine seconds 
to go in the second quarter. West Laurens successfully 
reached the sideline to stop the clock on every play it 
ran up to this point on a frenetic drive to the red zone, 
but with no timeouts, couldn't extend it to another as 
the half ended with a 14-3 deficit/DANNY SCARBORO

RAIDERS
Continued on page 7

CRUSADERS
Continued on page 7

IRISH
Continued on page 7
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three touchdowns. 
 Love, with the lead of 144 
yards, scored from five late 
in the second, then two early 
in the fourth. 
 Foskey, with 41 in sup-
port, finished off a closing 
drive from a similar distance 
away. 
 "No doubt, they're a good 
football team," Burdette 
said. "Hats off to them." 

Still putting things 
together... 

 The Raiders, in the ear-
ly going this season, will be 
mixing and matching in sev-
eral places to find out which 
of a number of potential 
contributors make up their 
best possible rotation on 
both sides. 
 The offensive group was 
much more set at this point 
than the D, where on top of 
continuing to do some shuf-
fling (particularly up front), 
they had a few important 
players out. 
 "We were probably light 
4-5 people on defense," Bur-
dette said. 
 The Raiders bowed up to 
force punts on more Bleck-
ley possessions than not, 
but couldn't sustain much 
progress with the ball when 
they got it back. Penalties 
were an inhibiting factor 
on several drives that either 
stalled, or never got going. 
 Their first of the night 
made it near midfield on 
a 30-yard gain by Justin 
Blash, but soon punted af-
ter a holding call and an-
other procedure foul on the 
next series were too much to 
overcome. 
 A second was shaping up 

nicely on a Malone 
scramble that aided 
in reaching Bleckley 
territory for the first 
time, but a false start 
forced the Raiders 
to abort plans of try-
ing for a fourth-and-
short on the return 
from the quarter. 
 Chafin and Co. 
keyed a quick three-
and-out to get it 
back near the same 
spot in plus territory 
thanks to a shanked 
punt. This time, Ho-
gan kept the ball on 
a third-down con-
version, and Justin 
Blash carried it to reach 
the red zone. The chance 
at a game-tying touchdown 
didn't pan out, but Malone 
salvaged three with a 29-
yard field goal to make it a 
7-3 ballgame. 
 The second Bleckley 
scoring drive immediately 
followed, as the Royals cov-
ered 51 yards on a short field 
after an ill-fated onside kick 
attempt. 
 West Laurens used the 
last of its timeouts defen-
sively just before Love's 
touchdown to put Bleck-
ley up 14-3, leaving none 
for what turned into the 
best-looking drive of the 
night with only a minute to 
play before the half. 
 What for most would've 
been a cut your losses and 
go to the half proposition 
turned into a fast-paced 
sprint into scoring range. 
 Malone used bubble 
screens to Braylen Robin-
son and Zeke Floyd, plus a 
dump-down on a lengthy 
play to Williams for the big-
gest gainer, to get just inside 
the Royals' 30. 

 But the next snap, with 
only nine seconds left, 
produced a completion in 
bounds, and there wasn't 
enough time to line up and 
spike it for one more play. 
 Bleckley took the 11-point 
lead to halftime, and the 
Raiders a little regret over a 
major missed opportunity. 
 "We've gotta get some 
sevens out of that, and not 
threes," Burdette said of 
both scoring chances. 
 But for at least another 
quarter, it was still shaping 
up as a classic West Lau-
rens-Bleckley season open-
er... with the Raiders down, 
but hanging around on the 
edge of striking distance in 
anticipation of a late open-
ing. 
 The game-swinging 
play to spark a comeback 
chance, down 14-3, never 
really emerged in the third, 
though there were two close 
candidates on key third 
downs from fairly deep in 
West Laurens territory. 
 After one three-and-out, 
a Bleckley roughing the 
kicker penalty offered a free 
first down, but that led to 

a punt just after a cross of 
midfield. 
 Later, there was a rare 
instance of two turnovers 
in one play, as a Malone 
pass floated to midfield for 
a Sneed interception, but he 
had the ball knocked loose 
mid-return on a collision 
with Brayden Baldwin. 
 West Laurens took back 
over, but had to punt again 
a few plays later, as Marty 
Beck stuffed a key third-
and-five on the first play of 
the fourth quarter. 
 Bleckley wasted little 
more time in shutting the 
door as it rattled off a 69-
yard scoring drive, buoyed 
by a 15-yard penalty, a tilt-
ing Sneed catch along the 
home sideline and a second 
Love touchdown carry. 
 West Laurens came up 
empty on a fourth down 
during its next drive to give 
it back near midfield with 
five minutes left, and Love 
broke loose on a run that 
nearly scored, if not for an-
other of the night's multiple 
touchdown-saving tackles 
by Jamari Blash. 
 The Raider D stiffened 

to go out fighting, 
and got the goal-
to-go series to a 
fourth down from 
the two with about 
three minutes left, 
but Foskey survived 
some low contact to 
tumble in on the run 
and set the final at 
28-3. 
 The Raiders left 
their debut with a 
laundry list of things 
to work on, at the 
top of it cutting out 
penalties and im-
proving consistency 
on offense. 
 "We got a couple 

of breaks in the second half 
and we didn't take advan-
tage of them," Burdette said. 
"We've gotta do better. A 
false start on a fourth down. 
Probably could've managed 
a two-minute drill a little bit 
better. There were so many 
mistakes that pop off that 
are things that we've sur-
vived the last couple years 
that we've gotta learn how 
to do again. Lot of new fac-
es in different positions, but 
we've gotta get better." 
 The good news: They get 
an extra week to work on 
everything before having 
to worry about their next 
game, with a bye coming up 
this Friday before the start 
of a two-game road trip at 
Dodge County Sept. 4. 
 "That's going to be real 
big for us, I feel like," Cha-
fin said. "We've got a bunch 
of things to work on, com-
munication, executing calls, 
missed assignments, stuff 
like that, it just goes back to 
we've got a bunch of young 
guys, new faces. Once we get 
going, I feel like it's a lot to 
look forward to."

RAIDERS
Continued from page 6

CONTACT US:
Email	sports	information	to	
tchsports77@gmail.com,	or	
call	(478)	272-5522,	ext.	110

FOOTBALL
Friday

Bleckley	Co.	28,	
West	Laurens	3

Dublin	32,	Jasper	Co.	3
Johnson	Co.	32,	
East	Laurens	15	

Trinity	14,	Robert	Toombs	8
ACE	Charter	45,	
Wilkinson	Co.	14	
Baldwin	47,	

Washington	Co.	20
Bulloch	36,	Brentwood	33
Claxton	20,	Twiggs	Co.	7
Montgomery	Co.	22,	
Telfair	Co.	15	

Treutlen	36,	Bryan	Co.	7

Saturday
Wheeler	Co.	40,	Portal	7

SOFTBALL
Saturday

Westfield	4,	EL	2
FPD	6,	EL	0	

SOFTBALL
Monday

Jefferson	Co.	at	Dublin
/5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Houston	Co.	at	
West	Laurens

Stratford	at	Trinity/5 p.m.
Dublin	at	Bleckley	Co.

East	Laurens	at	ACE	Charter
/5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
EL	at	ECI

Rutland	at	Dublin
WL	at	Telfair	Co./5:30 p.m. 

Thursday
Trinity	at	Gatewood/4 p.m.
Liberty	Co.	at	WL/5 p.m.
Vidalia	at	Dublin/5:30 p.m.
Dodge	Co.	at	EL/6 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Tuesday

Toombs	Co.,	Peach	Co.	at	
WL/5 p.m.

Thursday
Lamar	Co.,	Mary	Persons	at	

WL/5 p.m.

Saturday
WL	at	Crisp	Co.	tournament

/8 a.m.

FOOTBALL
Friday

Perry	at	Dublin
EL	at	Southeast	Bulloch	
Edmund	Burke	at	Trinity
Warren	Co.	at	Johnson	Co.
ACE	at	Washington	Co.
Dodge	Co.	at	Lamar	Co.	
Cook	at	Bleckley	Co.

Gatewood	at	Brentwood
Twiggs	Co.	at	Central,		

Talbotton	
Wilkinson	Co.	at	Greene	Co.

Wheeler	Co.	at	
Montgomery	Co./7:30 p.m.

PREP

SCHEDULE

SCOREBOARD

as Elijah Maddocks recov-
ered a fumble on the ensu-
ing kickoff. Trinity picked 
up the first downs to ice 
the game and come away 
with a hard-fought 14-8 
win over the defending 
GIAA class A champions.
 After struggling to find 
much rhythm in the first 
half, the offense really got 
it going down the stretch. 
Trinity would outgain 
RTCA 286 yards to 190, 
and had 16 first downs, 
against just five.
 Quarterback Jude Ev-
ans had a big night with 
his legs, running 14 times 
for 107 yards. He also com-
pleted six of 13 passes, but 
for only 26 yards. Harris 
had 15 carries for 92 yards 
and both scores. Tayt Ev-
ans finished with 61 yards 
on just eight attempts as 
the Crusaders racked up 
260 yards on the ground. 
Jinks had 180 yards on 17 
carries for RTCA.
 Trinity will be back 
home against Edmund 
Burke on Friday.

CRUSADERS
Continued from page 6

it 35 yards for the early 6-0 
lead. 
 Kye Young would dive 
to pick another one on Jas-
per County's next play from 
scrimmage, as an off-bal-
ance heave strayed several 
yards toward the middle 
of the field, though noth-
ing immediately resulted 
as Dublin's first turn on of-
fense ended in a punt. 
 The Irish D flexed some 
more of its muscle up front 
after giving some ground 
later in the first quarter. 
 Ryland Yates' punt 
pinned the 'Canes in dread-
ful field position from their 
5, though they found a spark 
on third down by fanning 
out three receivers to lighten 
up the middle, and Kemary-
on Whidby hit a seam for 34 
yards to nearly midfield. An 
extra 15 via facemask foul 
put it at the Dublin 40. 
 But the Irish, unfazed, 
recovered to force a punt. 
They brought five on the 
ensuing third down, and 
Sands, despite running his 
way out of a sack from Jay-
don McRae, skipped a run-
ning throw incomplete. 
 They wouldn't surrender 

another first down till the 
second half, as Blake Luec-
ke opened Jasper County's 
next series with a tackle for 
major loss that led to a punt. 
The Hurricanes did most of 
the work to send things in 
reverse for their next quick 
three-and-out, which end-
ed with a low snap, and a 
kneeling collection by their 
punter to give the ball over 
at a spot only six yards from 
the end zone. 
 A five-minute scoring 
drive to start the third quar-
ter had Dublin in position to 
force a running clock in the 
fourth. But that possibility 
was put in danger as Jasper 
County got a big break, and 
a big play, as its next drive 
threatened a response. 
 A first down via pass 
interference got things 
moving. Then Jonterrious 
Robinson took one down 
to the 15 after a catch, and 
the 'Canes were suddenly 
knocking on the door. 
 The Irish once again dug 
their cleats in, and forced a 
field goal attempt that Kye 
Young ran off the edge and 
dove to block. 
 It was another massive 
stand, and the last big one 
the defense would need as 

the fourth quarter ticked 
away quickly. 
 Jasper County's final 
drive did clear midfield on 
some slow progress, but was 
again cut short as JaKarian 
Jones undercut a receiver in 
a one-on-one matchup for 
the third interception of the 
night as time was set to ex-
pire. 

Getting warmed up... 
 As you'd anticipate in 
game 1 of the regular sea-
son, it took a bit of time for 
Dublin to get things in gear 
on the offensive side. 
 But the Irish would find 
their stride early in the sec-
ond quarter, and score three 
times before half to take a 
25-0 lead. 
 The opening drive of the 
first was going well for a se-
ries or two until a penalty 
got it off track, and a third-
down sack forced a punt. 
 Dublin got to run only 
two plays before quarter's 
end on its next touch, but 
picked back up in the sec-
ond to cover most of the 
field on a drive of more than 
five minutes. 
 The Irish spent most of 
it still waiting on a first big 
play, churning out a steady 

3-8 per rush on the way to 
two easy first downs, and a 
third that required a third-
and-short sneak by Yates, 
who got thrown back from 
the line on a first effort, but 
circled to his right for a sec-
ond that moved the chains. 
 The first double-digit 
gain of the night followed 
as V.J. Bond shook his 
way past a linebacker, and 
leaked to the left for rough-
ly 10 or 11 yards. He'd get 
tripped up on an ensuing 
speed sweep to likely save 
an earlier touchdown. But 
it didn't take long to punch 
it in as Matthew Batts kept 
balance on his way through 
the pile to score from 11 
yards out. 
 Dublin opted to go 
for two here, after Jasper 
County blocked its earliest 
point-after try, but Yates' 
scramble was stopped a bit 
shy of the goal line to keep 
the score 12-0. 
 With 7:15 left in the half, 
the game snowballed in tra-
ditional fashion. 
 Two plays after a Jas-
per County punt to roughly 
midfield, Bond took a re-
verse handoff left, tiptoed 
the sideline and rolled in 
from 47. 

 There wasn't far to go 
upon the next takeover, and 
the Irish needed just one 
play to cover the few yards 
they had left as Jamarcus 
Knight swept in. 
 Mitchell, who pulled one 
left on the previous PAT, 
knocked this one home to 
make it 25-0. 
 Another Jasper punt left 
just 20 seconds on the clock, 
and with 60 yards to drive, 
Dublin settled for a simple 
draw play and called it a 
half. 
 The Irish narrowly re-
covered from a penalty de-
duction only a series into 
their next drive, but Yates 
completed a stop route to 
his receiver, and leaned for 
the first down on a fourth 
and short in his own territo-
ry.
 The rest of the drive was 
smooth sailing, and Bostic's 
touchdown run came a mat-
ter of plays later. 
 Yates had another nice 
third-down completion off 
a roll that led to a big play 
to flip the field, but Dub-
lin would be stopped on a 
fourth down with six min-
utes left to go, and denied 
any further chance to add on 
to the lead.

IRISH
Continued from page 6

yards of offense compared with East 
Laurens' 63. The Trojans had 222 
rushing yards and 14 first downs in 
the opening half, while the Falcons 
managed only 40 rushing yards and 
four first downs.
 “We didn’t play well enough in 
the first half, we really didn’t,” East 
Laurens head coach Jesse Hicks 
said. “We knew what they were go-
ing to do. There’s really no secret 
about what Johnson County does. 
They did a good job of it in the first 
half. We didn’t get enough stops in 
the first half, and then, of course, 
we couldn’t move the ball the way 
we wanted to. We had a couple of 
good looks offensively, but we just 
weren’t consistent enough offen-
sively to do anything and keep the 
score decent.”
 Johnson County picked up where 
it left off after halftime. Webb scored 
on a 7-yard run in the third quarter 
to stretch the Trojan advantage to 
24-0.
 East Laurens finally broke 
through when Braedyn Evans 
scored on a 28-yard run in the third 
quarter. Major Floyd ran in the two-
point conversion to cut the Johnson 
County lead to 24-8.

 The Trojans responded with an-
other methodical drive that carried 
into the fourth quarter. Johnson 
County continued to lean on its run-
ning game, converting key downs 
and steadily moving into Falcon 
territory. Scott eventually finished 
the drive with a 20-yard touchdown 
run, and Wombles connected with 
Daezon Devero on the two-point 
conversion to push the lead to 32-8.
 The Falcons refused to go away. 
 Snead connected with Major 
Floyd for 17 yards on a third-and-10 
and later broke a 29-yard run on 
another third-and-10. Dianco Mur-
ray added a 13-yard run before Jer-
emiah Rozier scored from six yards 
out. The kick was good, cutting the 
Johnson County lead to 32-15.
 But East Laurens would not get 
the football back.
 With the Falcons trying to force 
one final possession, Johnson Coun-
ty went back to the formula that had 
worked throughout the night. The 
Trojans kept the ball on the ground, 
and after East Laurens used a tim-
eout, Johnson County faced fourth-
and-one in Falcon territory. Taylor 
broke a 10-yard run for the first 
down, allowing the Trojans to run 
out the remaining time.
 “I think our offensive line played 
well,” Norton said. “We stayed in 

the same set all night.”
 Scott finished at the center of a 
balanced Johnson County rushing 
attack. He carried 13 times for 128 
yards and two touchdowns, while 
Taylor added 94 yards on 16 at-
tempts. Webb rushed 12 times for 
81 yards and a touchdown, Kelsey 
Waters added 47 yards on 10 carries 
and Zacorian Graddy had 18 yards 
on three attempts.
 Wombles completed four of six 
passes for 87 yards and two touch-
downs with one interception. Scott 
caught three passes for 58 yards and 
two touchdowns, giving him 186 
yards from scrimmage and four of-
fensive scores to go along with his 
interception on defense. Devero had 
Johnson County's other reception 
for 29 yards.
 Snead led the East Laurens of-
fense, completing nine of 18 passes 
for 76 yards with one interception 
and rushing eight times for 63 yards. 
Jabryan Bigham added 30 yards on 
four carries.
 Johnson County finished with a 
455-216 advantage in total offense 
and out-rushed East Laurens 368-
140. The Trojans had 24 first downs 
to the Falcons' 14, converted seven 
of 11 third downs and both of their 
fourth-down attempts. East Laurens 
finished 0-for-3 on fourth down.

 For the Trojan players, the vic-
tory was satisfying even if they saw 
plenty that could be improved.
 “We came in and played how we 
were supposed to, made a few er-
rors and were able to correct them,” 
Johnson County center Matthew 
McCoy said. “We let up a little on 
defense and a little on offense, but 
were able to pull it through.”
 “We slipped a little bit,” Trojan 
lineman Jeffrey Dupree said. “But 
overall, we came back and we fought 
even harder.”
 Norton was happy to leave a ri-
val's field with a victory, particular-
ly on a hot night that tested both 
teams.
 “I’m very excited. Ain’t nothing 
like winning a rivalry game,” Norton 
said. “East Laurens has got amazing 
athletes. I’m just proud to come over 
here and get a win at their place. It’s 
always tough. They didn’t quit, and 
I’m real proud of our kids. They 
didn’t quit. It was hot. Cramping.”
 Johnson County will return 
home next week to face Warren 
County, while East Laurens will 
travel to Southeast Bulloch.
 “We swallow it and we get ready 
to do it again,” Hicks said. “We’ve 
got a 24-hour rule. We’ve got South-
east Bulloch.”

BORDER WAR
Continued from page 6

Bleckley County D-tackle Cody Register trips up a scrambling Duggan 
Malone from behind to prevent a potential run at a first down in the 
opening quarter/DANNY SCARBORO



THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE JULY 1, 2026

ACROSS
1 Fraudulent trick
5 Donkey’s sound
9 “Nonsense!”

14 17th state to join 
the Union

15 Make over
16 By yourself
17 July 1 

celebration: 2 
wds.

19 Intimidate
20 Young cat
21 Expresses grief
23 Mormon church: 

Abbr.
25 Mythical tale
28 Spotify creation
32 Buzzing insect
33 Cafeteria-meal 

holder
34 Old Peruvian 

empire
35 Car’s loud signal
36 Gets bigger
37 Genetic material: 

Abbr.
38 Highways, e.g.
39 Subway rodents
40 Coors product
41 911 responders: 

Abbr.
42 Glacier’s makeup
43 Puts in order
45 Gloomy
48 Holder of 

groceries
49 Performed 

horribly
52 Got an 

acceptable grade
57 Doing great on
59 Vessel that 

whistles
61 Fencing move
62 Actress Garr
63 Freedom from 

suffering
64 Allowed by the 

rules
65 “You said it!”
66 Food __ (kitchen 

job)

DOWN
1 Foot covering
2 Spiced tea
3 “__ No Sunshine”

4 Trench around a 
castle

5 __ Alexander 
(cocktail)

6 Blushing
7 Actor Driver
8 Toy on a string
9 San Diego MLB 

player
10 Informal 

language
11 Homes on the 

water
12 Author Patchett
13 Soaking
18 Makes late
22 Sephora 

competitor
24 Mini burger
26 Geeky people
27 Family rooms
28 Raising a fuss
29 Statutes
30 __ city
31 Egyptian amulet
33 Actress Bingham
35 “__ on the 

Range”
36 Layout of some 

city streets

38 Bob Marley’s 
genre

40 Refuse to 
proceed

44 Lap covering for 
a meal

46 Japanese comic 
book

47 Heavenly being

50 Singer James
51 Consider
53 Staircase part
54 Constellation part
55 Otherwise
56 Profound
57 __ or nothing
58 Pool stick
60 Exist

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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PEARLS	BEFORE	SWINE BY	STEPHAN	PASTIS

GARFIELD BY	JIM	DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY	CHIP	DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY	JEFF	CORRIVEAU

Bitter ex cuts father off from daughters
 DEAR ABBY: After near-

ly 18 years of marriage, I 
left my wife. Our daughters 
were 10 and 12. We had 
married quickly, and only 
later did I realize how deep-
ly judgmental her "born-
again" beliefs were -- so 
much so that she gradually 
cut off my entire side of the 
family. I tried for years to 
reason with her, to no avail, 
and we divorced. What I 
never anticipated was losing 
my children as well.

 In the years that fol-
lowed, I sent cards, letters 
and messages -- most went 
unanswered. I was told, 
"The girls don't want to see 
you," yet I was never given 
the chance to hear that di-
rectly from them. Over time, 
I came to realize I was a vic-
tim of parental alienation 
-- something I never would 
have imagined from some-
one who professed strong 
Christian values.

 More than 35 years have 
passed since I left that mar-
riage, and I have had no 
meaningful contact with 
my daughters since. I am 
not without fault, and I own 
my mistakes, but the pain of 
lost years -- and lost connec-
tion -- remains. I write for 
others who may see them-
selves here: Please don't let 
years pass in silence. Talk. 
Listen. Apologize. Seek un-
derstanding before distance 
becomes permanent. -- MR. 
KALAMAZOO

 DEAR MR. KALAMA-
ZOO: You have my sympa-
thy for the years of pain and 
separation you've endured. 
Your story shows the im-
portance of seeking partial 
custody or visitation rights 
as part of a divorce settle-
ment. Your ex-wife would 
have had a much harder 
time cutting you off from 
your daughters if you'd had 
a court-mandated right 
to spend time with them. 
What's done is done. You 
must allow yourself to ac-
cept it and live your life.

****
 DEAR ABBY: I am feel-

ing uncomfortable with 
what has become a steady 
stream of requests on so-
cial media for charitable 
contributions on friends' 
birthdays. My husband and 
I carefully budget our annu-
al charitable contributions, 
and we try to be as generous 
as possible, but we cannot 

possibly respond to all of 
these requests and still fund 
our own preferences. 

 Would it be rude to post a 
comment saying, "Although 
this is not one of our chari-
table priorities, we wish you 
a happy birthday!"? My best 
friend says it would be bet-
ter not to respond at all, but 
that feels a bit rude. What 
do you think? -- UNHAP-
PY BIRTHDAYS IN MON-
TANA

 DEAR UNHAPPY: Do 
not state that the charity the 
person has chosen is low on 
your list of priorities. Ac-
knowledge the occasion by 
posting warm wishes for the 
birthday to be a special one. 
Period.

****
 DEAR ABBY: My daugh-

ter is 19 and has a job. She 
has had a friend since fifth 
grade. They went six months 
without talking, but now 
they're friends again. My 
daughter offers to buy her 
stuff, but I feel it's not fair 
of the friend to accept. She 
works, too, but she doesn't 
have enough money for any 
activities other than lunch. 
I want to stay out of it, but 
it bothers me. What should 
I do? -- PROUD MOM IN 
MASSACHUSETTS

 DEAR MOM: Stay out 
of it. If the arrangement 
becomes so out of balance 
that it begins to bother your 
daughter, she will deal with 
it without your involve-
ment. If she wants your ad-
vice, she'll ask for it.

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

PLUGGERS BY	JEFF	MACNELLYZIGGY BY	TOM	WILSON	
Monday, August 24, 2026

WITH BOB JONES

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ ANSWERS

Q 1 - Neither vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

♠ K Q J 10 6 3 2 ♥ ♥ 3 ♦ ♦ A Q 6 ♣ K J

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Pass Pass 2♥♥ ?
What call would you make?

A - Simple rule: When their jump is 
weak, your jump is strong. If their 
jump is strong, your jump is weak. 
A 3S bid would show this hand with 
a six-card spade suit. The seventh 
spade makes this hand better than 
that. Bid 4S.

Q 2 - North-South vulnerable, as 
South, you hold:

♠ K Q 8 4 ♥ ♥ J 7 6 4 ♦ ♦ A K Q 10 ♣ 7

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
2♠* Pass  ? 
*Weak – six spades, 6-11 points
What call would you make?

A - You certainly want to be in 
game, and slam is possible. 2NT 
asks partner if he has a minimum or 
maximum. He re-bids his suit with 
a minimum and anything else with 
a max. Bid 2NT. You will settle for 
game if he shows a minimum. Think 
about a slam if he shows a max.

Q 3 - East-West vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

♠ Q 7 5 ♥ ♥ Q 5 ♦ ♦ K Q 9 7 ♣ A Q 10 9

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1NT Pass  2♦♦* Pass
? 
*Transfer to hearts
What call would you make?

A - When partner makes a transfer 

bid, don’t even think about not 
accepting it. The worse your hand is 
for partner’s suit, the more important 
it is to accept it. Bid 2H.

Q 4 - Both vulnerable, as South, you 
hold:

♠ K Q J 7 3 2 ♥ ♥ 10 ♦ ♦ K 6 ♣ A J 3 2

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1♥♥ Pass 1♠ Pass
2♦♦ Pass ?
What call would you make?

A - Slam was in the air when partner 
opened the bidding, but nothing good 
has happened since. Give him one 
more chance to support spades. Bid 
3C.

Q 5 - East-West vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

♠ A ♥ ♥ A Q 7 5 4 2 ♦ ♦ 9 6 3 ♣ J 9 2

As dealer, what call would you make? 

A - This hand is a sound 1H opening 
bid in any position. Bid 1H.

Q 6 - Both vulnerable, as South, you 
hold:

♠ K Q J 9 ♥ ♥ K Q 4 ♦ ♦ K 10 9 5 ♣ K 2

SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST
1NT  Pass  2♥♥*  Pass 
? 
*Transfer to spades
What call would you make?

A - When partner transfers, any call 
you make besides a simple acceptance 
shows a hand that loves his suit. Bid 
3S. That shows a hand with four-card 
support that revalues to perhaps more 
than promised by the 1NT opening.

GOREN BRIDGE



data center ever try to locate 
here.
 "We're not trying to hide 
anything," he said. "Right 
now we're going to let it 
stand like it is. If somebody 
comes in and starts talking 
about it, you're going to 
know about it."
 Another resident, Joe 
Powers, asked the commis-
sion to consider a six-month 
moratorium on data cen-
ters.
 "This will give us time to 
decide what we may want, 
what guidelines we can put 
in place, if we are faced with 
the decision of putting a 
data center here," said Pow-
ers, who is running for state 
representative in Novem-
ber.
 Brittany Howard also 
asked for a ban or mora-
torium, citing the biblical 
account of God giving man 
dominion over nature as a 
responsibility still expected 
of us today.
 "That didn't mean us-
ing it all up and throwing it 
away," she said. "It means to 
be good stewards."

 Counties without zoning 
cannot ban data centers, but 
they can consider specific 
ordinances to restrict or reg-
ulate their external impacts, 
such as noise level or water 
usage. 
 Neighboring Montgom-
ery County is considering a 
land use ordinance for data 
centers that would serve as 
an "alert system" should a 
data center company look to 
locate there.
 The ordinance would re-
quire companies looking to 
build a data center to pur-
chase a business license, 
pay an application fee of 
$10,000 for each data cen-
ter, apply for a special use 
permit and host communi-
ty information meetings for 
county residents. 
 Companies also would 
have to comply with buf-
fer requirements for the 
construction, build fenc-
ing, regulate noise levels, 
provide the county with an 
environmental impact anal-
ysis, swear under oath to 
not seek tax abatements and 
remain subject to a five-per-
son review board comprised 
of residents.
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school on Aug. 11, Hall was 
pleased with how it went.
 “You could tell the stu-
dent body missed each oth-
er,” Hall said. “You could 
even tell the adults missed 
them too and there was 
excitement in the air as I 
went from school to school 
that day.” 
 East Laurens and West 
Laurens high schools were 
preparing for the open-
ing of football season after 
both schools began softball 
and cross country that first 
week.
 “It was a fast and furious 
first week,” Hall said. “Kids 
started back on Tuesday 
and then we had a fast pitch 
softball game between each 
other and everything was 
back in action.”

First readings 
on new policies

 
 School board members 
on Aug. 13 heard a first 
reading on rules prohibit-
ing the use of electronic de-
vices by students. 
 “They can’t use their 
personal technology during 
the day,” Hall said. “This 
had to be implemented by 
2028. Most of us in Geor-
gia went ahead and took 
care of that this year.” 
 Laurens County schools 
began the current year with 

this rule. 
 The board also heard 
policies about employee 
leaves and absences, com-
petitive interscholastic ac-
tivities, school admissions, 
equal educational opportu-
nities, graduation require-
ments and promotion and 
retention.
 “These are policies that 
came out of the past legis-
lative sessions,” Hall said. 
“These are policies we have 
to approved.” 
 These policies will be 
up for approval at the next 
scheduled school board 

meeting at 5:30 p.m. on 
Sept. 10.

New hires
 The board approved 
the following: Lauri Brown 
(teacher at WLHS), Ma-
daline Carter (parapro at 
ELP), Sara Gore (food nu-
trition assistant at SWLE), 
Kentra Guyton (teacher at 
ELHS), Katherine O’Ne-
al (parapro at Heartland 
Academy), James Pope 
(maintenance depart-
ment at Laurens County 
Schools), Lashannon Ray 
(food nutrition assistant at 

WLMS) and Hayley Rob-
erts (parapro at ELP).
 

Resignations
 The board approved the 
following: Mike Albanese 
(maintenance department 
at Laurens County Schools), 
Kyle Caputo (maintenance 
department at Laurens 
County Schools), Ariyonna 
Jones (parapro at WLHS), 
Karla Mulls (parapro at 
ELP), Chad Odom (teach-
er at WLHS), Eva Young 
(parapro at ELP) and June 
Young (bus driver at Lau-
rens County Schools).

COUNTY SCHOOLS
Continued from page 1

Laurens County School Superintendent O.J. Hall says the increase in enrollment is a good 
issue to have/PAYTON TOWNS, File

the man unresponsive in the 
driver’s seat and were able 
to remove him from the car. 
When firefighters arrived, 
some quickly put out the 
flames while others helped 
EMS with Wells. The man 
initially went to Fairview 
Park Hospital before being 
transported to the Augusta 
Burn Center.
 “We were hopeful he was 
going to be able to survive,” 
Cutler said. “They gave him 
a chance.”
 Cutler said Wells suf-
fered smoke inhalation and 
some burns. Officials de-

termined that fire started 
in the engine compartment 
and was working its way 
into the passenger’s com-
partment when the fire was 
discovered. 
 A nearby camera showed 
Wells arriving home around 
5:30 p.m. They do not be-
lieve he ever got out of the 
car, remaining in it until the 
officers removed him. 
 “At some point, some-
thing happened that made 
him not responsive enough 
to get out of the car when it 
caught on fire,” Cutler said. 
“It doesn’t appear that the 
fire was intentional, but the 
cause of the fire is still un-
determined.”

in U.S. District Court and 
announced by Margaret E. 
“Meg” Heap, U.S. Attorney 
for the Southern District of 
Georgia. 
 “These defendants 
demonstrated a blatant 
disregard for federal law in 
possessing these firearms,” 
Heap said. “With our law 
enforcement partners, we 
will continue our work to 
hold accountable those who 
illegally possess guns and 
threaten the safety of our 
communities.”
 There is no parole in the 
federal system. Under fed-
eral law, it is prohibited for 
previously convicted felons 
to possess firearms or am-
munition.
 Others sentenced were:
 – Ryan Lee Borders, 38, 
of Baxley was sentenced to 
130 months in prison fol-
lowed by three years of su-
pervised release. He plead-
ed guilty to possession of a 
firearm by a convicted fel-
on. A Georgia State Patrol 
trooper found him in pos-
session of a Beretta 9 mm 
pistol during a traffic stop in 
May of 2024. 
 – Charles K. Carceller, 
63, of Jackson, was sen-
tenced to 42 months in 
prison. He also received 
a $1,500 fine followed by 
three years of supervised re-
lease after he pleaded guilty 
to possession of an unregis-
tered firearm. Carceller was 
in possession of multiple 
firearms and accessories, 
including a silencer, that 

were not registered with the 
National Firearms Registra-
tion and Transfer Record 
in July of 2022 in Chatham 
County.
 – Yusef Rashad Butler, 
32, of Port Wentworth, was 
sentenced to 30 months in 
prison followed by three 
years of supervised release. 
He pled guilty to possession 
of a firearm by a convict-
ed felon. He was found in 
possession of a HS Produkt 
Hellcat, 9 mm pistol during 
a traffic stop by a GSP 
trooper in Chatham County 
in August of 2025.
 The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives, Georgia State 
Patrol, Dublin Police De-
partment, Savannah Po-
lice Department and local 
law enforcement agencies 
assisted in these investiga-
tions. They were prosecut-
ed for the United States by 
Southern District of Geor-
gia Assistant U.S. Attorneys 
Kelsey L. Scanlon, Joshua 
Kyle Davis, Henry W. Syms 
Jr., Tara M. Lyons, Makeia 
R. Jonese and Jennifer J. 
Kirkland.
 “Each of these sentences 
reflects our dedication to re-
ducing gun violence and en-
hancing public safety,” said 
ATF Assistant Special Agent 
in Charge Brian Graves. 
“The collaboration between 
the ATF and local law en-
forcement agencies is vital 
in our fight against illegal 
firearms possession, and we 
will not waver in our efforts 
to protect our communities 
from those who choose to 
ignore the law.”

CAR FIRE DEATH
Continued from page 1

while the other was in seri-
ous condition. The investi-
gation continues. 
 After the investigation is 
completed, it will be turned 
over for review to the Dub-
lin Judicial Circuit District 
Attorney’s Office. 
 Anyone with informa-
tion can contact the GBI 

Regional Investigative Of-
fice in Eastman at (478) 
374-6988, or the Dublin 
Police Department Crime 
Stoppers at (478) 275-0803. 
Anonymous tips may also be 
submitted by calling 1-800-
597-TIPS (8477), online 
through the GBI Tip Line, 
or by downloading the See 
Something, Send Some-
thing mobile app.

GUN SENTENCINGS
Continued from page 1

SHOOTINGS
Continued from page 1

did not go unnoticed.” 
 Holy Smokes Barbecue 
and Catering, Southern 
Heritage Bar-B-Que and 
Williamson’s Bakery also 
helped with the meal. After 
lunch, the crews also re-
ceived a $50 gift card from 
Piggly Wiggly. 
 “You know how much 
all of us at the city appre-
ciate what you do,” said 
Dublin Mayor Joshua 
Kight, who attended Fri-
day’s luncheon with City 
Manager Josh Powell and 
City Councilwoman Tess 

Godfrey. “Sometimes it 
is good to hear from the 
public. This is community 
members showing appre-
ciation. (Cummings) said 
that sometimes out of trag-
edy you can find some good 
things. What we have seen 
this week is how much the 
community appreciates 
what you are doing. If they 
did not appreciate it before, 
they do now.”
 Around 8 p.m. on Aug. 
18, the city was informed 
about a broken 16-inch 
water main near the inter-
section of Joiner Street and 
Marcus Street. Once arriv-
ing at the scene, Soles knew 

it was going to be a complex 
situation. They were able to 
mobilize and get to work 
pretty fast. Workers began 
digging and were able to re-
pair it.
 “We have a great group 
of guys,” Soles said. “There 
is an on-call rotation where 
people have to be called 
out, but in a case like this 
we needed more than who 
was scheduled to be on call 
that night. Everybody came 
together. Everybody has a 
job, everybody knows their 
job and it is very humbling 
and great that we have guys 
willing to do that.” 
 Soles also appreciates 

the city employees from 
other departments who 
helped out or aided during 
this situation.
 “Yes we did the digging 
and handled the repair, but 
we had good support from 
the police, fire department, 
public works, street depart-
ment and others helped,” 
he said. “We had been out 
there all night, and we were 
tired. They came out and 
asked what did we need. I 
got that from the beginning 
all the way to the end. That 
meant a lot.”

Crews who worked the water main break were honored with a luncheon by men from the community Friday 
at the Farmers Market/PAYTON TOWNS III

Volunteers serve lunch to City of Dublin water department workers/PAYTON TOWNS III

CITY LUNCH
Continued from page 1
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Brought to you by

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS
 Teachers, do you want us to visit your classroom? Students, do you have artwork, 

poems or stories you want to submit for possible publication? Email us at read@
courierheraldtoday.com. 
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ANSWER KEYS

Label the parts of a plant:

WORKSHEET OF THE WEEK

Herald visits Ms. Mullis' ag class at SWLE
Herald the Hound has 

started making his rounds to 

schools across Dublin-

Laurens County. His first 

stop was a visit to Ms. Tara 

Mullis' agriculture class at 

South West Laurens 

Elementary School. The kids 

are already hard at work 

learning about different 

types of plants and animals; 

the places they call home; 

and the things they need to 

survive.  
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