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In a flash: Heavy rains

flood Dublin's streets [EIEESES

By PAYTON TOWNS 111

Senior Reporter

Heavy rains hit Dub-
lin and Laurens County on
Sunday, bringing more wa-
ter than expected in a short
amount of time to cause
major flooding and even
some vehicle rescues.

From Saturday and Sun-
day, Dublin received as
much as 7 inches of rain.
Sunday’s downpour was as
Dublin Fire Chief Matthew
Cutler described “the most
water I've seen fall in Dub-
lin at one time, if not ever.”

“I think downtown saw
the worst impact,” he said.

The Ice House was
flooded as well as the fam-
ily life center and parking
lot at First African Baptist
Church. According to Cut-
ler, they received calls from
Highland Avenue and the

stream that runs through
Stubbs Park was a river at
one point.

“I think one of the bridg-
es in Stubbs was turned
sideways because there
was so much water flowing
through there at one point,”
Cutler said. “Prince Street
had flooding and the area
next to Hilburn Park we
received a call about a yard
that was flooded and Sunny
Lane is always underwater
when we get a lot of water.”

Around 2:50 p.m., an
emergency call went out for
a vehicle trapped in water
near the China Express.

“The vehicle was stalled
and water was enough to
disabled that car,” Cutler
said.

Cutler said there were
two other incidents where
people drove into the wa-
ter and needed assistance

to get out. There was a car
that went through the water
when it was at its highest in
front of the Dublin Police
Department. They got stuck
and an officer and tow truck
employee had to get three
children and two adults out,
said Dublin Police Chief
Keith Moon.

“Everyone was okay,” he
said. “Officers got out and
blocked areas to keep peo-
ple from running through
the water as we waited for
the water to get on into the
river.”

Moon and Cutler want
drivers to remember not
to cross flooded areas with
running water.

“You don’t know if the
road is washed out or not,”
Moon said.
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A car is stranded in floodwaters off Ga. 19
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City school board calls
Sunday meeting to

fill open teacher slots

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

The Dublin City Board of Education
held a rare weekend meeting Sunday as
it scrambled to fill teaching and other po-
sitions on the eve of the first of the new
school year.

The board called the emergency meet-
ing to approve seven new hires that in-
cluded four full-time teachers and a
substitute. It approved 13 new hires at
a called meeting last week that included
eight teachers and three paraprofession-

Students returned for the first day of
school on Monday following a year of
turmoil and turnover from the district's
financial crisis. The district eliminated
almost 46 jobs midyear, most of them
teachers, to cut in half what had been
projected as a $13 million year-end defi-

A big change for the new school term
will be the move of the alternative school
from Moore Street to the high school to
make room for a new magnet school to

DUBLIN SCHOOLS
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De-escalation can
help avoid having to
'stand your ground’

By PAYTON TOWNS Il

Senior Reporter

The details of a trag-
ic parking lot shooting in
Florida made its way into
a discussion recently by
a shooting range instruc-
tor in Laurens County who
stressed the importance of
de-escalation.

Standing in front of
church security team, Cpt.
Sid Harrison with the Lau-
rens County Sheriff’s Office
told the story of a woman
and man getting into an ar-
gument in a Walmart park-
ing lot in North Lauder-
dale, Fla., on June 30. This
eventually led the woman to
shoot and kill the man.

Harrison wrapped up his
statements by informing the
teams that all the unarmed
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man needed to do was “walk
away,” and thus, de-escalate
the situation.

The woman told police
that she used self defense
as she shot and killed him
when he approached her
after he had already walked
away. The authorities con-
tinue to investigate the inci-
dent.

“You have a big male
and a medium-size female
and people will say that he
should not have kept ap-
proaching her, and I agree,”
he said. “If you have the
ability to retreat, you need
to do that. And if he had
done so, we would have nev-
er heard about this. There
will probably be hundreds
of arguments in store park-
ing lots and we will never
hear about many of them.”

Laurens County sheriff’s Capt. Sid Harrison instructs a church security team member on
handling his firearm/PAYTON TOWNS IlI

No matter what hap-
pens legally to the woman,
her and the victim’s fami-
lies' lives are changed for-
ever.

“She has now taken a
life and she is maybe ques-

tioning if she did the right
thing,” Harrison said. “The
other family lost a loved
one who was a veteran and
he should have been some-
where fishing. But he’s
dead now. If there is noth-

ing else we convey here, we
need to be more civil. We
need to be more forgiving.
If you will put your pride

GUN SAFETY
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City joins
call for
vote on
sales tax

By PAYTON TOWNS Il

Senior Reporter

The Dublin City Council
approved an intergovern-
mental agreement Friday
with Laurens County and
other municipalities to call
a referendum on a floating
local option sales tax, or
FLOST, for property tax re-
lief.

The agreement will allow
a referendum for Laurens
County voters to decide if
they want to offset property
taxes with a sales tax.

“The agreement sets out
how the money from that
sales tax would be split be-

SALES TAX

Continued on page 7

Stepping it up ...

New Dublin High band director
bringing energy to halftime show

By PAYTON TOWNS IiI

Senior Reporter

Antonio Williams is no
stranger to Dublin.

The new Dublin High
School band director, who
attended Southwest-Macon
before graduating from Sa-
vannah State University in
2025, had friends from here
and also made trips to the
Emerald City to participate
in some of the parades.

“I know the parade route
like the back of my hand,”
said Williams, who primar-
ily plays the saxophone.
“When I drove through
downtown I knew I had
been here before.”

He taught one year at
Porter Elementary in Ma-
con before hearing about
the job opening when Mar-
cus Rayner left at the end of
the previous school year.

“I was surprised when I
noticed the job was open,”
Williams said. “I was lov-
ing my job, but honestly, I
wouldn’t feel true to myself
if I didn’t go for what I real-
ly wanted to do and that was
to be a high school band di-
rector. I knew the area and
I always saw a the passion
from the kids every time I

came here.”

The Fighting Irish band
will have approximately 70
students this year. Williams
wants the crowd to see en-
ergy from the band.

“Our goal is to mainly
support the school and the
football team at the games,”
he said. “We want to hype
up the crowd and the team.
What we do and they do co-
incide together.”

Williams got to know
his students through a two-
week band camp that went
from July 13-24.

“We aren’t too big and
not too small,” he said.
“These two weeks are my in-
troduction to who I am and
how I operate. The quality
is there. The kids want to
learn and they want to be
good. Band camp has been
good, but hot. Overall, the
kids have been learning the
music.”

The band will be bring-
ing back some old classics,
Williams said.

“Were thinking about
doing some Michael Jack-
son songs,” he said. “He has
always been in style.”

The Southwest Marching
Band is known for its danc-
ing halftime shows. At Dub-

New Dublin High School Band Director Antonio Williams instructs band members as they
practice in the Shamrock Bowl/PAYTON TOWNS IlI

lin, Williams wants to open
it up.

“I'm all about energy,”
he said. “Energy comes
through music, but it is also
about movement. I want the
kids to enjoy themselves.
When you are perform-
ing, whether it is music or
dancing, the crowd feels it.
That’s the route I'm going. I
want to keep the crowd en-
tertained. I don’t just want
them to enjoy the band, I
want them to feel what’s go-

DUBLIN BAND

Continued on page 7
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Members of the Dublin High marching band auxiliary
practice a routine/PAYTON TOWNS IlI
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COMMUNITY NEWS

TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

UGA interns perform day of service

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD
The Dublin-Laurens

Look Ahead Georgia intern
cohort participated in a day
of service on June 24. Stu-
dents spent the morning
organizing donation storage
areas for Kid’s Cup, a com-
munity closet for foster and
kinship families and other
children in need. Students
also volunteered with Keep
Dublin-Laurens  Beautiful
and cleaned up rural roads
in Dexter. In the afternoon,
they helped residents with
their weekly bingo game at
Addington Place, an assist-
ed living facility. The interns
enjoyed rolling up their
sleeves to give back to their
hometown. The Look Ahead

Georgia program is an ini-
tiative of the Archway Part-
nership designed to create
workforce pipelines for stu-
dents in their hometowns.

The Archway Partner-
ship is one of eight Uni-
versity of Georgia Public
Service and Outreach units
serving communities across
the state. Known for its in-
novative,  award-winning
approach to community
engagement, Archway re-
ceived the 2025 APLU Inno-
vation & Economic Prosper-
ity Award and has generated
more than $22.9 million in
return on investment for
Georgia communities over
the past three years. Learn
more at archwaypartner-
ship.uga.edu.

OBITUARIES

Joann Graham Faulk

Graveside funeral ser-
vices for Joann Graham
Faulk, 83, will be held at
3:30 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 4,
2026 at Rentz City Cemetery
with Rev. Tom Vann officiat-
ing.

Mrs. Faulk was born Dec.
14, 1942 in Dublin, Georgia;
she was preceded in death by
her parents, the late Greely
Graham and Lonnie Faye
Motes Graham, her broth-
ers, Charles Graham and her
sisters, Dianne Harper, Liz
Watson, Reta Faye Wilson
and Shirley Frost. She was
of the Baptist faith and was
retired from KFC as a cook.
She passed away Saturday,
Aug. 1, 2026.

She is survived by several
nieces and nephews.

Please visit WWW.
townsendfuneralhome.com
to sign the online memorial
register.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of
the arrangements.

Pynolia Hill

Ms. Pynolia Hill of Ma-
con, passed away on Sat-
urday, August 1, 2026.
Funeral arrangements are
incomplete but will be an-
nounced later.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations
of Dublin.

Servicesbydudley.com.

Willie Lanier

Mrs. Willie Lanier of
Dublin, passed away on
Saturday, August 1, 2026.
Funeral arrangements are
incomplete but will be an-
nounced later.

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations
of Dublin.

Servicesbydudley.com.

Ga 811 day reminder to call before you dig

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

"T've been digging here
for years without a prob-
lem."

"I know where my util-
ities are - I was here when
they were installed."

"I'm on afarm, soI don't
need a dig ticket."

"I'm not digging very
deep."

"These are some of the
most common reasons peo-
ple give for not contacting
811 before digging," says
Megan Estes, Director of
Corporate Communica-
tions at Georgia 811. "The
reality is that every digging
project is different. A locate
request isn't a one-time
permit - it's valid for one
specific location, one spe-
cific type of work, and for
only 30 days. If the location
changes or the scope of the
project changes, you'll need
a new ticket. It's every dig,
every time."

Georgia law requires
anyone planning to dig to

Monica Mayes

Ms. Monica Mayes of
Chester, Georgia passed
away on Friday, July 31,
2026. Funeral arrange-
ments are incomplete at this
time.

www.ServicesByDudley.
com.

BIRTHDAYS

Aug. 4
Connie Foreman

Aug.5
Terell Hines
MacChrisa L. Robinson
Gerald Wright

contact Georgia 811 at least
three business days before
beginning work. After a
ticket is submitted, Georgia
811 notifies the utility com-
panies that may have un-
derground facilities in the
area. Those utility compa-
nies then send profession-
al locators to mark the ap-
proximate location of their
underground lines using
paint, flags, or both.

"One of the biggest mis-
conceptions is that Georgia
811 locates underground
utilities," Estes says. "Our
role is to notify the affect-
ed utility companies. They
are responsible for sending
their locate technicians to
mark their facilities.”

Before breaking ground,
those digging should verify
that all notified utility com-
panies have responded to
the ticket. Using the ticket
number, homeowners and
contractors can check ticket
responses online or through
the Georgia 811 mobile app
to confirm whether utilities
have marked their lines.

NOW HERE'S A TIP

The process is quick,
easy, and completely free.
Taking a few minutes to
request a dig ticket before
renting equipment or start-
ing a project can help pre-
vent service outages, costly
repairs, injuries, and even
fatalities.

Georgia 811 offers sever-
al convenient ways to sub-
mit a locate request. Home-
owners and contractors
can submit tickets online
at  www.Georgia811.com
or simply dial 811, the na-
tional Call Before You Dig
number.

As 811 Day (August 11)
approaches, Georgia 811
reminds everyone that
whether you're planting a
tree, installing a mailbox,
building a fence, or tackling
a major construction proj-
ect, one simple step can
make all the difference:

Know what's below.
Contact 811 before every
dig, every time.

"Tumor seeding’ rarely
occurs during biopsies

By DR. KEITH ROACH

King Features

DEAR DR. ROACH: 1 read your recent column on
prostate biopsies. I'm not a doctor, but I'd advise against
them. My boyfriend got a biopsy in 2012, which I believe
caused his cancer to spread beyond his prostate into his
bones. He died three years later in 2015.

Think about this: A needle is inserted to extract cells
so that they can be tested. When the needle is pulled out
with its open end, and cancer is present, cells in the nee-
dle can then come out of the open end, causing cancer to
spread throughout the prostate. It may be rare, but this is
documented (called tumor seeding). -- B.S.

ANSWER: 1 must disagree with you in the strongest
possible terms. A biopsy is an essential piece of informa-
tion to know how to treat a patient. Over decades and
tens of millions of biopsies, there have been 42 total cas-
es of seeding that were reported worldwide from the nee-
dle tract. This extremely rare event shouldn't prevent a
man from understanding what the best treatment of his
prostate cancer will be. Other studies haven't shown an
association between a biopsy and a subsequent spread of
the disease.

I'm very sorry about your boyfriend, but given the
slow growth rate of prostate cancer, it's likely your boy-
friend had prostate cancer that spread to his bones years
before the biopsy was done.

**¥X

DEAR DR. ROACH: 1 read about a new weight-loss
drug that is still in its clinical trials. It's called retatrutide,
and it may have the ability to reduce body weight by as
much as 28% over a relatively short period of time. What
are some of the dangers of losing weight too quickly? --
B.G.

ANSWER: 1 also read the initial studies on reta-
trutide, and I'm very impressed with the results. The lev-
el of weight loss that was seen is in the range of what's
expected with bariatric surgery. It acts similar to sema-
glutide (Wegovy) by stimulating the GLP-1 receptor, but
like tirzepatide (Zepbound), it also stimulates the GIP
receptor.

Unlike either of these drugs, it also acts on a third
receptor called glucagon, and this combined action has
shown remarkable results, with nearly two-thirds of
study subjects no longer being classified as obese while
on the drug.

You're wise to ask about the side effects of so much
weight loss at one time. Regardless of the underlying
reason for the weight loss, there's the potential for harm
whether you lose weight through medications, surgery,
or careful adherence to diet and exercise. Gallstones are
common during rapid weight loss, and some experts use
medication to prevent them.

Bone mass can also be lost by both men and wom-
en during weight loss. Making sure that a person gets
enough protein and vitamin D can reduce this, and peo-
ple who are at risk (such as those who had low bone mass
to begin with) may be recommended medications to pre-
vent the progression to osteoporosis.

We've seen loss of muscle mass with the existing GLP-
1 drugs. To some extent, this is because a person no lon-
ger carts around so much weight. Regular exercise, es-
pecially weight lifting, and adequate protein intake can
help reduce muscle loss as well.

When eating only a few amount of calories to lose
weight, a person needs to be careful that they get all the
micronutrients they need. I recommend working with a
registered dietician or nutritionist to avoid deficiencies.

Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable to answer indi-
vidual questions, but will incorporate them in the col-
umn whenever possible. Readers may email questions
to ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.edu.

(c) 2026 North America Synd., Inc.

All Rights Reserved

* "T have a pair of pants
I wear to garden in. The
knees wore out, naturally,
and I went to sew patches
on the knees. I left the top
of the patch open, and when
needed I slip a piece of foam
rubber in the knee. Magical
knee pads!" -- R.E. in Ore-
gon

* Are you great behind
the lens of your camera and
love animals? Consider do-
nating your time to your
local animal shelter as a
pet photographer. Showing
Mittens and Fido off to their
best advantage can mean
the difference in finding a
forever home. Check with
your local rescue organiza-
tions, too!

Hometown Supply

203 S Jefferson St., Dublin, GA 31021

Appliance Repair

(478) 272-0345

* To clean your tarnished
silver jewelry, simply line a
tray or shallow bowl with
aluminum foil, lay the piec-
es on the foil and fill with
a hot water and detergent
solution (NOT bleach-con-
taining). You may also use
baking soda and hot water.
Swish and allow the tarnish
to transfer to the foil. Use a
soft cloth to dry.

* Now is the time to
tighten your cane-bottomed
chairs. Flip the chair over,
then soak the cane with hot
water and allow it to dry ful-
ly in the sun.

JM Enterprises & More
1 478-234-6632 M\

Building Demolition
Driveway Installation

Land / Lot Clearing
Tree Removal / Clean Up

Privacy / Farm Fencing Grading

Basement Excavation Road Building

Pond Clearing and House Pads
Restoration Under Brush Food Plots Excavation /
Mowing Landscaping Trenching

Call For Free Estimate
478-234-6632

Owner/Operator: James G. Moss - Sparta, GA.

Brian A 101d

Experienced and Specialized Legal Representation

» Specializes in Social Security Disability Law

* Previously Worked for Social Security Disability

» No Fee unless you are granted Disability Benefits

« Successfully Represents Clients at Disability Hearings
« Files Disability Appeals at all Levels

OLD
NOLD

www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com

1607A Rice Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021
478-272-2300

call 1-478-272-23 00 for FREE CASE EUALUATION

111 E. Cherry St.
Cochran, GA 31014
478-934-4561

544 Mulberry St., Ste. 619
Macon, GA 31201
478-745-9644
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Dublin Police Department
- At 1:55 p.m. on July 24, an officer responded to
Walmart on U.S. 80 West in regard to a shoplifting inci-
dent with a person concealing merchandise inside a trash

can.

The officer met with an employee who identified Blake
Willis, 24, who was detained in the loss prevention office.
Willis had placed $139.20 worth of unpaid merchandise
inside a plastic trash can and attempted to leave the store

without paying.

As he approached the exit, a Walmart greeter asked to
see his receipt and looked inside the trash can. The un-
paid merchandise was then discovered.

When asked what had occurred, Willis said that he had
made a “stupid” decision. He was transported to the po-
lice department where he was fingerprinted and issued
a citation for theft by shoplifting. All of the merchandise
was recovered and remained in the possession of Walmart

employees.

- Zorian Kjion McDonald, 25, was charged with driving
while license suspended or revoked and a headlight viola-
tion around 9:18 p.m. on July 22.

An officer made a traffic stop on a black Honda Accord

POLICE BEAT...

for a driver’s side headlight being out. The officer met with
the driver, McDonald, who told the officer he only had a
picture of his drivers license. The information was run
through GCIC to make sure his license was good, and it
came back as suspended. This was confirmed by Laurens

County 911.

McDonald admitted that his license was suspended.
He was transported to the police department, fingerprint-

ed and released.

Laurens County Sheriff’s Office
- A deputy responded to an accident with no injuries
at the intersection of U.S. 441 South and Payne Road in

Rentz around 3:03 p.m. on July 14.
- A woman spoke with a deputy on July 14 about her
mother being scammed on Ga. 29 South.
- A deputy responded to Strickland Boots in reference
to fraud that occurred around 3:35 p.m. on July 15.

- A deputy responded to the sheriff’s office in reference
to a walk-in on July 15 regarding an incident that hap-
pened on Shuman Lane on June 28.

- Someone entered a trailer on Dale Circle around 11:10
a.m. on July 17.

- A deputy responded to Shy Street in reference to a
theft that happened around 6 p.m. on July 17.

Editor's note: This information is public record and
was taken from reports of local law enforcement agen-
cies. These reports do not reflect guilt or innocence. An
"arrest” does not always indicate incarceration. Read-
ers are cautioned that people may have similar names.
Police Beat does not identify minor children, victims of
sexual assault, suicide attempts or medical conditions.
Cases dismissed do not appear if the newspaper is noti-
fied before deadline.

Student absenteeism a persistent problem,
but Georgia is doing better than most states

By TY TAGAMI

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA When
COVID-19 struck, schools
closed, students “attended”
from home, and too many
got out of the habit of going
to school when the doors re-
opened.

In 2022, nearly a quar-
ter of Georgia’s students
had absenteeism rates high
enough to be considered
“chronic” — nearly double
the rate before the pandem-
ic.

But new data show that
the state is gradually recov-
ering. More students are
still missing school than be-
fore COVID-19, but the rate
has been steadily falling,
dropping to 17.7% during
the 2025-26 school year.

That is nearly 2 percent-
age points lower than the
prior year, which in turn
was nearly 2 points lower
than in 2023-24, the state
data show. The rate remains
more than 5 percentage
points above the rates in the
two years before the pan-
demic, but observers find
Georgia’s trajectory to be
promising, especially when
many other states have
found their absenteeism
problems to be more stub-
born.

The Georgia Department
of Education released the
new rates last week, well
ahead of most other states,
noted Nat Malkus, with the
American Enterprise Insti-
tute.

“Perhaps even more im-
pressively,” he wrote in an
analysis published Thurs-
day, “Georgia’s chronic ab-
senteeism rate is declining
steadily, bucking the na-
tional trend.”

During the
school  year,

2024-25
Georgia’s

chronic absenteeism rate
was 19.5%, beating the
estimated national aver-
age by more than 2 per-
centage points, according
to the group FutureEd,
whose numbers had Geor-
gia among the third of the
states with the lowest rates.

“We applaud the Georgia
Department of Education’s
early release of end-of-
the-year attendance data,
which shows an impressive
fifth consecutive year of de-
creased chronic absence,”
Hedy Chang, president
and CEO of the group At-
tendance Works, said in a
statement. “Georgia’s com-
mitment to timely end-of-
the-year data is a model for
how states can make a dif-

ference.”
Some of that success
came after lawmakers

passed a law last year that
required more coordinat-
ed and sustained -efforts
against absenteeism. Senate
Bill 123 required that school
districts with high rates cre-
ate attendance review teams
that engage parents.

State lawmakers tried to
build on that this year with
Senate Bill 513.

“If we do not have kids’
butts in seats, they are
not going to learn,” Sen.
RaShaun Kemp, D-Atlan-
ta, said before the measure
passed with just one vote
against it in the Senate.

But the measure faced
overwhelming opposition
in the House due to some
provisions seen as draconi-
an, including loss of driving
privileges. Many students
who skip a lot of school need
their licenses so they can get
to jobs — not to mention to
school, critics said.

Studies have shown that
treating the problem with
punishment does not work

Soperton hosts public hearing
for federal disaster relief grant

By LOGAN REYNOLDS
GTLN

The city of Soperton
hosted a public hearing on
July 30 in the Soperton City
Hall in regards to a com-
munity development block
grant for disaster relief (CD-
BG-DR).

“The funds are used to
address infrastructure dam-
age tied back to disasters to
ensure communities can re-
cover and maintain their es-
sential services,” said Gin-
ger Bruce of the Association
of Local Government Audi-
tors (ALGA), the organiza-
tion the city is collaborating
with for the grant applica-
tion process. “So, it’s, ‘fix
what’s wrong and prevent it
from happening again.”

According to Mayor John
Koon, the city is seeking the
grant for a $1.1 million proj-
ect to repair infrastructure
in the city damaged by Hur-
ricane Helene in 2024. In
particular, the project aims
to reduce flooding, patch
road damage and pave dirt
roads which are difficult to
traverse after rainfall.

“We knew that we still
had some areas that still

have not been fixed, and
still are in need of repair or
rehabilitation to be able to
help what we are doing, and
this fell right in line with
what we wanted to do,” said
Koon.

Bruce said the city’s ap-
plication deadline will be
Sept. 4, with decisions made
on where to release funds in
November. Funded projects
must be aimed at helping
low-income residents and
must be completed within
two years.

As part of the application
process, Bruce conducted
field surveys earlier in the
day on Sumner Place, Cardi-
nal Drive, Manning Street,
Second Street and Ennis
Circle. The survey and the
public hearing were aimed
to gather resident input re-
garding the project.

“You're required to have
a certain number of public
hearings for people’s input
— citizens input — people
who may live in the area
we're targeting to come in
and ask questions, or people
who don’t, you know, just to
get information,” said Koon.

well, said Matt Smith, the
policy and research director
for the Georgia Partnership
for Excellence in Education.

Indeed, using punish-
ment to address misbehav-
ior in general can aggravate
the absenteeism problem
by turning school into an
unwelcoming environment,
he said. Out-of-school sus-
pension, one such “legacy”
strategy, directly increases
absenteeism.

Instead, Georgia schools
are more often trying to ad-
dress the underlying prob-
lems, he said. That started
with more behavioral and
mental health counseling.

But poor physical health
can also rob students of
their ability to focus, which
can in turn lead them to
misbehave, he said, so more
schools are looking at that
too.

“It could be something
as simple as getting them
hearing aids or glasses, get-
ting them dental care,” he
said.

Smith said the data the
state education department
has been releasing allows
more people, including
businesses and organiza-
tions in each community, to

Classifieds

WATER CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR
The City of Dublin is accepting applications
for an Equipment Operator in the Water
Construction Department. This Team
Member must have a positive attitude and
initiative. The successful applicant duties
will include performing skilled work in the
operation of moderate to heavy equipment.
Work involves the responsibility for the safe
and efficient operation of moderately heavy
or specialized equipment. This employee
must be able to operate a diverse range of
equipment which includes a variety of trucks
and construction equipment. The operation
of this equipment requires considerable
manipulative skill and the ability to perform
specialized tasks to which the equipment
is assigned. Performs semi-skilled and
some manual labor tasks in construction
repair and maintenance of City water and
sewer facilities. Work involves the perfor-
mance of a variety of tasks in constructing,
maintaining, and repairing water and sewer
lines. This employee may supervise or act
as a lead worker with a crew. Supervision
is received from the Water Construction
Superintendent who makes oral or written
assignments and inspects work while in
progress and upon completion.
Applicant must pass a drug screen, have a
high school diploma or GED and possess a
minimum of a Georgia Commercial Driver’s
License.
Salary range for this position is $42,463.67
— $65,818.68 annually. An extensive fringe
benefit package including health, dental and
life insurance is also offered.
Applicants may apply online through our
www.cityofdublin.org website until position
is filled. The City of Dublin is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

Mrs magic spells Supernatural Powers
remove all witchcraft spells/All Court
cases/ love spells big money magic
spells healing of all types call now
readings by phone available 305-
897-4197

Huge Estate Yard Sale: August 8th
7am- until. 114 Larsen Street East
Dublin. Everything must go! Come
& Explore!

Real Estate

Apt. for Rent - 806B S. Washington
St., 2 BR, kitchen, LR & shower, inc.
pest control. $600 dep., $600 mo. City
gas heat & window ac, stove & refrig-
erator. Call 478-697-6817. Located in
Southside in Dublin.

help school districts identify
commonalities among stu-
dents who are missing a lot
of school.

That enables the districts
to focus their resources on
those students, and it allows
the community to help.

They have a reason to
help. Research shows that
absenteeism affects the
whole classroom by bogging
down teachers who must di-
vide their students into dif-
ferent groups as they try to
catch up the kids who have
fallen behind, Smith said.

Georgia and other states
still have a lot of work to
do to get their absenteeism
rates back to a manageable
level, Malkus wrote in his
analysis. But he added that
Georgia is showing how
progress is possible when it
is seen as an urgent priority.

Many states take far
longer than Georgia did to
release their data from the
prior school year, he wrote.
“Indeed, there are some
states Minnesota and
Texas among them — that
still have not released data
for the 2024-25 school
year.”

OFTC

Local 7-day Forecast:

The next 48 hours:
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TUESDAY:

w 88°

Shifting clouds and sun; some chance

of storms.
Sunrise: 6:48 a.m.

Ao

TUESDAY NIGHT:

Partly cloudy and humid.

Sunset: 8:27 p.m.

WEDNESDAY:

ar 927

Rather cloudy with a couple

Sunrise: 6:48 a.m.

of storms.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:

Cloudy.

Sunset: 8:26 p.m.

$ - ,
=\ = - - S
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
8/6 8/7 8/8 8/9 8/10
HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW HIGH/LOW
Times of clouds Mostly sunny Partly sunny with Watch for strong Mostly cloudy
and sun. a chance of spot morning storms with afternoon
storms. then clearing. rain.
Sunrise: 6:49 a.m. Sunrise: 6:50 a.m. Sunrise: 6:51 a.m. Sunrise: 7:51 a.m. Sunrise: 6:52 a.m.
Sunset: 8:26 p.m. Sunset: 8:25 p.m. Sunset: 8:24 p.m. Sunset: 8:23 p.m. Sunset: 8:22 p.m.
River levels...
Oconee (at Dublin) 3
Ocmulgee (at Macon) 8.9'

OCONEE FALL LINE
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

Oconee Fall Line Technical College is an equal opportunity, employer and offers the following career and
technical education programs for all regardless of race, color, creed or religion, national or ethnic origin,
sex (including pregnancy, sexual orientation, and gender identity), disability, age, political affiliation or
belief, genetic information, veteran or military status, marital status, or citizenship status (except in

those special circumstances permitted or mandated by law). Program areas include:

Accounting

Air Conditioning Technology

Associate of Science in Education

Automation Technology
Automotive Technology
Business Management
Business Technology
Commercial Truck Driving

Computer Support Specialist

Construction Management
Cosmetology
Criminal Justice Technology
Cybersecurity

Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Diesel Equipment Technology

Early Childhood Care and Education

Electrical Control Technology

Electronics Technology

Healthcare Assistant/Nurse Aide

Machine Tool Technology

Mechatronics Technology

Medical Assisting

Networking Specialist

Nursing (Practical Nursing, Associate Degree in Nursing
Bridge, Associate of Science In Nursing Degree)

Pharmacy Technology

Radiologic Technology

Respiratory Care

Welding and Joining Technology

Persons seeking further information concerning the career and technical education offerings
and specific prerequisite criteria for admission to these programs should contact the
OFTC Admissions Office at (478) 553-2064 or (478) 274-7837.

Oconee Fall Line Technical College offers additional services to students with limited English language
skills or with disabilities so that they may benefit from these programs. Lack of English language skills
will not be a barrier to admissions in any CTE Program. For additional information regarding these
services, your rights, grievance procedures, or the College’s nondiscrimination policies please contact:

ADA/504 Coordinator
Saketta Brown
Office: South Campus
Porter #615
478-274-7643
sdbrown@oftc.edu

TITLE IX Coordinator
Jennifer Todd
Office: North Campus
#315
478-553-2098
jtodd@oftc.edu

EEOC Officer
Rosemary Selby

Office: North Campus

#205
478-553-2055
rselby@oftc.edu

OFTC(NORTH CAMPUS) 1189 Deepstep Road, Sandersville, GA 31082
OFTC (SOUTH CAMPUS) 560 Pinehill Road, Dublin, GA 31021

www.OFTC.edu

2026 Fall Semester registration is July 6 — August 11. Classes begin Aug. 17.
2026 Fall Minimester registration is August 19. Classes begin Oct. 12.

Dublin-Sandersville-Louisville-Online
OFTC is a Unit of the Technical College System of Georgia and an Equal Opportunity Institution.
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Some tips for those addressing public officials in meetings

In any meeting held in
Dublin, Laurens County,
there comes a time when it
is the public’s turn to ad-
dress the city council mem-
bers, county commissioners
or board members.

This is the opportuni-
ty for the public to present
questions or concerns to
their elected officials.

This was on display at
a recent Laurens County
Commission meeting where
the topic for many in at-
tendance was data centers.
Some came prepared and
talked for their allotted
three minutes. Others stood
at the podium and talked
with passion about their
feelings on the topic.

All of it was good in-
put for the commissioners,
which is what any elected
official would ask for.

I have been covering
meetings since 2001 and
can recall times when the
person talking from the
podium did not use their

time wisely. When planning
to speak at a meeting, one
should call ahead and find
out the rules for citizen’s
comments because they
may be different for each
group.

Majority of the meetings
we cover allow three min-
utes for each person. Those
three minutes go by fast, so
it may be a good idea to skip
some of the stuff that really
does not pertain to the top-
ic.

I have seen people take
up two minutes to talk
about where they went to
school, where they grew up
and who their parents were.
When they finally get to the
meat and potatoes though,
the words “Your time is
up,” are spoken by the time
keeper.

When speaking in front
of any governing body, it's
a good idea to come to the
meeting with a prepared
statement so that the citi-
zen has the chance to say

everything they want to say
during their allotted time.
There have been times
when I write a story or col-
umn when I have a specific
amount of space to fill. If I
go over that alloted space,
I have to edit what I have
written to get it to fit. When
this happens, I cut out the
stuff that does not pertain
to what I am writing about.
In other words, the fluff is

By PAYTON TOWNS 1l

cut.

If one writes out their
statement and sets a timer
for three minutes, then they
will know if they would be
able to get out all of their
comments in a timely man-
ner.

Many want to ask ques-
tions and expect the mem-
bers to answer. Majority of
the meeting groups have a
policy where they are not

going to respond. While the
person at the podium knows
what they are there to dis-
cuss, the elected leaders do
not. Those who do ask ques-
tions of their leaders should
receive a response from
them at some point between
that and the next meeting.

When it comes to ad-
dressing the board mem-
bers, also make sure the top-
icis one they can actually do
something about. I recall a
meeting where a man got up
to the podium and told the
county commissioners that
he wanted to address the
Hillcrest Parkway construc-
tion project. The chairman
informed him that they had
no control over that because
it was a city issue.

The man looked down
for a second before reply-
ing, “I am prepared to talk
about it so you will just
have to hear what I have to
say.” Then he proceeded to
grumble about the project
for three minutes and sat

down. I never saw him talk
to the city council about it.

Some members of the
public have complained
about not having enough
time to speak. Three min-
utes is plenty. People can
talk to their elected officials
after the meeting. Shock-
ing I know, but I have had
no problem calling up and
chatting about various is-
sues with elected members
from various groups.

I would also suggest not
insulting them during state-
ments made at the meet-
ings.

It is okay to be passion-
ate about a topic, but insult-
ing the board members may
not be the best way to go
about it. As it is our right to
ask questions, speak up on
issues and hold our leaders
accountable, we should do
so in a respectful way.

Just remember, what-
ever they approve or pass,
does not only affect us the
public but them as well.

Putting God and this tiny rock called Earth into perspective

Sometimes 1 start these
conversations not know-
ing where they are going to
end.

This is one of those
times. The subject today
concerns current events, the
universe and religion.

Now, you can see why
I don’t know where this is
headed. Any one of the top-
ics is complex enough in its
own right without mixing
them all together.

I think it began with
the Artemis 2 lunar flyby
of the far side of the moon
last April, a total distance
of about 695,000 miles and
more than 230,000 miles
from Earth. Staggering
numbers almost beyond hu-
man comprehension.

That led me to a series
called "How the Universe
Works" that had original-
ly aired on the Discovery
Channel back in 2011. I
found it on HBO Max last
month.

When you look at the
size and scope of the uni-
verse, the Artemis 2 trek

was like an inch to a million
miles or more. This is a big
and very complex universe.
And this planet we call
Earth amounts to one grain
of sand on the beaches of St.
Simons.

And that gets me to cur-
rent events. As I write this,
we are at war with Iran. Iran
is at war with us and our
allies. Israel is at war with
Islamic terrorists. Russia
and the Ukraine have been
at war going on five years.
There are civil wars in Su-
dan and Myanmar. Yemen
and Haiti. According to
data from the Internation-
al Committee of the Red
Cross, there are currently
anywhere from 65 to 130
active armed conflicts glob-
ally. Peace on Earth? Forget
about it. And we think that
Earth is all there is? Forget
that, too.

Our planet, which we
seem hellbent on destroy-
ing, resides in a solar system
that includes the Sun, eight
planets, five dwarf planets,
hundreds of moons, and

thousands of asteroids and
comets. Our Solar System
is located in a galaxy known
as the Milky Way. In addi-
tion to the Solar System, the
Milky Way is estimated to
contain another 100 billion
to 400 billion stars and at
least that number of plan-
ets.

There’s more. Scientists
think there are at least two
trillion galaxies from what
they have been able to ob-
serve and the feeling is that
there are even more yet
to be seen. Several trillion
galaxies with each contain-
ing hundreds of billions of
stars? Maybe you can get
your head around those
numbers.

I can’t. I can say that
comparing our planet to a
grain of sand on the beaches
of St. Simons may be a gross
understatement. What is
not an understatement is
that we are one tiny insig-
nificant rock in a universe
vast beyond our compre-
hension. And that brings
me to religion.

By DICK

YARBROUGH |

I believe in God. If any-
thing, the more Ilearn about
the vastness of the universe,
the more convinced I am of
God’s presence. It’s called
faith. T have it and I don’t
need to justify it to anyone.
God is not a he or a she or
an it, something we can de-
fine in human terms. In the
Bible, God says, “I Am Who
I Am.” That pretty much
sums it up for me. God is
God.

For all my life, I have
thought of God only in
terms of this Earth. Heav-
en and Hell. Adam and Eve.

The Garden of Eden. Was
that the work of God? Did
God pick out Earth from all
the untold multi-trillions
of planets to create a walk-
ing and talking man? (And
woman.) Or did life on this
Earth form some 3.5 billion
years ago through abiogen-
esis, a process in which life
was created from non-living
matter, as scientists main-
tain, and then evolved into
who and what we are today?

The scientists inter-
viewed on "How the Uni-
verse Works" surmised that
there well could be other

forms of life somewhere
in our galaxy or beyond.
They just haven’t found
them yet. If so, did God put
them there? Or was God a
one-planet God? If so, why
us? A bunch of fractious
people who can’t get along
with each other?

Idon’t know the answers,
but I am anxious to explore
the questions. A small
group of us with diverse
backgrounds, including
clergy, are planning to meet
regularly and talk about all
of this. I am convinced God
approves of the discussions
and is not threatened by our
musings. God is I Am Who
I Am and that’s not going
to change. We are the ones
who need to change.

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box
725373, Atlanta, Georgia

31139.

LETTER TO GEORGIA RESIDENTS

If youre reading the
headlines, you may have
noticed a seemingly nation-
wide crisis — the increased
use of artificial intelligence
and cloud storage by all of
us is driving an electricity
demand surge unlike any-
thing in recent memory.
Companies are racing to
build data centers and, in
state after state, the grid is
not ready.

Electric rates are rising.
Reliability is under pres-
sure — residents of some
states even live in fear of
potential blackouts. Fam-
ilies and small businesses
are absorbing costs that
were never designed to land
on them. New businesses
are reevaluating where they
build or operate because
reliable power is not readily
available in some markets.

As the CEO of the larg-
est electric company in the
state, serving millions of
homes and businesses, I
want to assure you that is
NOT happening in Georgia.

At Georgia Power, we’ve
built and maintained the in-
frastructure our state needs
for more than 140 years.

From the beginning of the
electric age, when lanterns
gave way to electric lights,
to the advent of air condi-
tioning in the 1960s, to the
internet boom of the 1990s,
we know how to come to-
gether to face moments of
rapid technological change
and opportunity and keep
Georgia moving in the right
direction.

Working alongside the
Georgia Public Service
Commission (PSC) and
state leaders, we've taken
deliberate steps that posi-
tion our state differently.
We believe growth can be
a benefit — not a burden —
and we’ve planned accord-
ingly.

As temperatures climb
and families across Geor-
gia adjust their thermo-
stats this summer, I want
our customers to know two
things: the energy you need
will be there, and we are
working every day to keep
it affordable.

In May, the PSC ap-
proved a plan that will de-
liver approximately $285
million in annual savings
for customers, or about $50

THOUGHT FOR TODAY...

"The First Amendment is often inconvenient. But that is beside
the point. Inconvenience does not absolve the government of its

obligation to tolerate speech.”

- Anothny Kennedy, U.S. Supreme Court

DAILY SCRIPTURE...

"Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In everything give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you."

- 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (King James Version)

in yearly savings for the typ-
ical residential household.
That means the overall rate
you are paying for electric-
ity from Georgia Power is
lower than it was this time
last year — very few utilities
can say the same.

Those savings build on
other recent good news
for customers: stable rates
through 2028, along with
more than $100 in ad-
ditional annual savings
planned beginning in 2029.
This isn’t accidental. It re-
flects a deliberate strategy
to manage Georgia’s eco-
nomic growth and rising
electricity demand while
keeping costs down for cus-
tomers.

So, how are we able to
deliver these benefits when
other states are struggling?

Because we have a sys-
tem that allows us to plan,
invest, and deliver—for to-
day and for 20 years from
today.

Years ago, we recognized
that large energy users, like
data centers, could reshape
the demand for electrici-
ty. Working with the PSC,
we put protections in place
to ensure residential and
small business customers
wouldn’t bear the cost of

that growth.

We created new rules
and regulations that re-
quire them to pay for the
infrastructure needed to
serve them, commit to lon-
ger contract terms, min-
imum bills, termination
payments, and financial se-
curity provisions.

Simply put: They pay
more, so you pay less.

This rate-reducing load
growth is also resulting in
a stronger, more resilient
power grid for you, and
for future generations of
Georgians. We're adding
new power plants across
the state, including nat-
ural gas, solar, and bat-
tery storage, as well as in-
creasing the output of the
country’s largest generator
of clean energy at Plant
Vogtle. We’re also build-
ing new transmission lines
that serve as the backbone
of our electric grid, reliably
moving energy from power
plants to the communities
that depend on it.

This is what it looks like
when growth is matched
with preparation. Higher
reliability and lower costs
as we work to ensure that
Georgia’s success benefits
the people who call this

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...

Aug. 4, 2026 s...
« Single Working Woman's Day
+ Hooray for Kids Day
+ U.S. Coast Guard Day

+ National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day

+ National Night Day

state home.

At Georgia Power, our
job is to make sure the in-
frastructure we build keeps
pace with our state’s bright
future — and serves every-
one. The families watching
their bills every month. The
small business owners who
can’t afford a reliability
failure. The next generation
of Georgians who deserve
opportunity, stability, and
a future in the state they

know and love.

Georgia Power is built
for this moment. On behalf
of thousands of employees
working across the state, we
are grateful and honored to
serve you, your family, and
your business.

Kim Greene
Chairman, President &
CEO of Georgia Power
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East Laurens teammates Abigail Holt (left) and Deanna Lowther (right) both celebrated their recent college signings, Holt to play softball at Georgia
Southern’s East Georgia campus and Lowther for basketball at Albany State, last week/SPECIAL PHOTOS, courtesy Laurens County School District

Golden opportunities: Falcons' Holt, Lowther
sign with Georgia Southern-East, Albany State

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

Two longtime East Lau-
rens teammates, and recent
graduates this past spring,
signed last week to contin-
ue playing different sports
at the next level. And both
will be able to carry over a
good bit of their existing
athletic wardrobe to the
new schools who share gold
with their high school as a
signature color.

Each will trade the black
for a differing shade of blue,
the Falcons' Abigail Holt
the navy of the Golden Ea-
gles representing Georgia
Southern's new East Geor-
gia campus, and for her
softball teammate Deanna
Lowther, the royal of the
Albany State Golden Rams.

There was plenty of all
the above to be seen at
signing ceremonies last
Wednesday and Thurs-
day afternoons as the pair
of players celebrated with
family, teammates coaches
and friends while looking
ahead to their chance to put
on the new colors, and also
back at some high school
playing careers over which
both wore the old set with a
great deal of pride.

Holt, an infielder, is
headed to Swainsboro to
continue playing softball,
while Lowther goes to Alba-
ny with sure plans of play-
ing basketball, and a poten-
tial opportunity to pick up
softball as a second sport in
the spring that, for now, re-
mains TBD.

A comeback story...

A freak injury suffered
early last fall claimed the se-
nior season of Abigail Holt
before it could even get go-
ing.
She'd fracture her ankle
on a slide into second base
during a matchup with Dub-
lin at Southern Pines, only
a handful of games into the
schedule, in an unfortunate
break that had her looking
at the distinct possibility of
never getting to play softball
again.

Thankfully, that wasn't
the end of the story, as a
chance to continue arose
just a ways down U.S. 80
at the former East Georgia
State.

"I've been coaching Abi-
gail since she was 7-8 years
old, and she's never been in-
jured before," said East Lau-
rens softball and girls bas-
ketball head coach Danielle
Lowther. "Her injury hap-
pening her senior year was
kind of ironic, and kind of
devastating, to me, too. Her
being able to push through
and still say, 'Hey I'm still
going to go play softball
somewhere.' We were pray-
ing, hoping that she would
get that opportunity again.
And she did. That's a good
thing, it's joyful."

EGSC, following a recent
merger, has transitioned
from independent junior
college to a satellite campus
of Georgia Southern. For its
athletic teams, which will
be moving up to compete as
a member of the NAIA, the
shift has brought on a new
mascot, the Golden Eagles,

and a new set of colors that
combine their familiar gold
with the flagship navy and
white worn by sister teams
in Statesboro.

The door for Holt to join
them swung open thanks to
some relationships formed
on the travel ball circuit
with some of the program's
other incoming recruits who
helped get her in touch with
head coach Matt Gillespie.

"He was like, as soon as
you are ready to play, you
can come and I can see you
play,” Holt said. "I went, he
talked to me, we kept talking
I reached out. It just played
out well."

Holt carried a .259 career
batting average with 61 runs
driven in, and a fielding per-
centage of 85, over her four
years with East Laurens co-
inciding with what has been
easily the school's best run
of success since launching
into fastpitch softball, in-
cluding nearly 90 wins, two
region championships and a
first-ever appearance at the
state tournament in Colum-
bus back in 2024.

Looking back, she's
proud to have been a part
of those teams who helped
build a tradition of excel-
lence for the program that
seems like it'll have some
staying power in the years
ahead.

"It means a lot, it's spe-
cial, because I know how
hard it is for everybody in-
cluding myself," Holt said.
"Everyone worked together,
the coaches are great. We
just have really good staff,
it'll definitely leave us a good

memory to look back on."

Decisions, decisions...

For most mutli-sport
high school athletes, recruit-
ing provides a pretty clear-
cut indication of which one
offers them the most colle-
giate potential.

But there wasn't near-
ly as obvious a direction as
Deanna Lowther — an all-re-
gion caliber performer on
four different East Laurens
athletic teams — tried to fig-
ure out which athletic disci-
pline suited her best at the
next level.

There was little question
that basketball and softball
were her best two sports,
but the potential of offers to
play either one at her cho-
sen destination led to some
indecision as she mulled op-
tions over the past year.

"I'm glad she's able to
do what she really wants
to do, and to see what she
accomplishes in college,"
her mother, Coach Lowther
said. "Like I told her, I
think she was a little hesi-
tant about telling us what
she wants to do... I told her,
look, I coach both sports, so
it doesn't matter. I love both
of them."

Deanna had, from the
beginning of her senior year,
locked in on Albany State as
the place she wanted to go to
school.

"I went down there a
couple of times, and it just
felt like home," she said.

But pulling the trigger
on a commitment to play
softball — originally the only
sport in which the Golden

Rams were recruiting her —
just didn't quite feel right as
she also held out hope that
an opportunity to pursue
basketball might emerge lat-
er in the season.

Turns out, it would, fol-
lowing the Lady Falcons'
run at the state hoops cham-
pionship, and Lowther's
MVP performance at the
Coliseum.

"We went down there on
a couple of different visits
for softball, and she never
could make up her mind.
She never would say," Coach
Lowther said. "I kind of fig-
ured she wanted to do some-
thing different, and she went
down there and got an op-
portunity to try out for their
basketball team, and (Alba-
ny State head coach Todd
Triplett) liked her too."

Deanna would jump at
the offer almost as soon as it
came in earlier this summer,
making clear that basket-
ball was the sport she really
wanted to play in college.

Doubling up in softball
may still be a possibility,
although an arrangement
to potentially play both is
something that she's work-
ing on hammering out, and
not a guarantee.

But Deanna said she
is eager to get started on
the new journey, and meet
the new folks she'll have as
classmates and teammates,
this fall.

The end of her East Lau-
rens career closes out a high
school scrapbook filled with
accolades across the many
sports, but some clippings
of history in the two main

PREP
SCHEDULE

SOFTBALL
Monday
Treutlen at Dublin
/5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Dublin at Rutland/5 p.m.
Gatewood at Trinity
/5:30 p.m.

Thursday
Dublin at Howard
East Laurens at Perry
/5:30 p.m.

Friday
West Laurens at Vidalia
/6 p.m.

Saturday
(at Patriots Park, Harlem)
EL vs. Franklin Co./11 a.m.
EL vs. Tri-Cities/3 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Tuesday
WL at Veterans/
vs. Colquitt Co./5 p.m.

Thursday
WL at Mary Persons/
Stratford/5 p.m.

FOOTBALL
(scrimmages)
Friday
Baldwin at EL
Dublin at Jeff Davis
Mary Persons at WL
Johnson Co. at Treutlen
Bleckley Co. at Hawkinsville
Wilkinson Co. at Stratford
GMC at Montgomery Co.
George Walton at
Brentwood

CONTACT US:

Email sports information to
tchsports77@gmail.com, or
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 110

ones that included multiple
trophies, most notably the
Falcons' first-ever team state
title on the hardwood this
past March when she closed
out her career as the school’s
all-time career rebounds
leader, with over 1,100, and
only about 13 shy of the
1,000 point club as well.

In the end, she won't
treasure the championships
nearly as much as the ca-
maraderie shared with her
family and teammates over
those four years.

"Really, the bond I con-
nected and made with every-
body here, that's what I will
miss the most," Deanna said.

Softball outlook: Pitching, defense will put East Laurens back

in thick of region race; offense will have to get it over the hump

By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

Editor's note: Look for more
local softball season preview sto-
ries in upcoming editions, and on-
line at courierheraldtoday.com/
sports.

Over the last couple seasons, the
guard has slowly changed hands
from one generation to the next on
the East Laurens softball field.

But the Falcons have continued
to rely on many of the same things
that have consistently made them a
team to beat, and region contender.

Behind seasons of 20-plus wins
that have been clockwork since
2023 are some trends of strong
pitching and defense that figure to
continue for East this fall, though it
will have some new key characters
taking over as faces of the program.

"We've got a different core
group,” said head coach Danielle
Lowther, whose team is set to open
the regular season this Thursday.

Though there's a lot for this new
squad that's still coming along,
the often-dominant work of rising
senior DeAndrea Lowther in the
circle, and some pretty consistent
glove work in the field behind her,
are once again strengths that the
Falcons will be able to hang their
hats on.

"This summer, it's kind of shown
us that we have some things we have
to work on. But I think we're going
to be OK," Lowther said. "We went
and played at Southern Pines, the
scrimmages Coach (Mike) Thomp-

son has every year, and we looked
OK at times. Overall, we've got a
couple of young girls I think are go-
ing to be able to help us."

Last year's team, which posted
22 wins and was narrowly edged by
ACE Charter in its bid for a region
3-peat, took the brunt of the turn-
over after the loss of a decent num-
ber of longtime leaders who grad-
uated, and largely handled it with
flying colors.

Most of the younger players who
debuted now enter 2026 as experi-
enced fixtures in a lineup that will
basically have only one new addi-
tion in the field — at the hot corner
as a backfill for Deanna Lowther.

Jordan Kimsey, one of multiple
freshmen who were part of a com-
petition for the open job this sum-
mer, was East's expected starter at
third going into the first week of ac-
tion.

While a second graduate in Abi-
gail Holt also played shortstop, her
season-ending injury pretty early
on last fall got the changeover at
that position taken care of a season
ahead of time, as Jayden Foskey
stepped in and held it down for the
rest of the year.

The young group, also featuring
ninth graders in Olivea Jackson,
Amiya O'Neal, Avery Smith and
Layla Rogers who held their own
in the field and at the plate, had its
occasional issues with errors that
sprung up in some key games, but
bounced back more often than not.

After a haunting miscue helped
ACE walk off with a tiebreaking run

to clinch first place in the second
game of the teams' region series, the
Falcons faced some similar adversi-
ty in the troublesome sixth innings
of their three-game first round
playoff series against Swainsboro.
That, they would survive in order to
advance and reach the round of 16.

In all, East gave up only 58 to-
tal runs, an average of less than two
per game. The gloves and experi-
ence the Falcons have returning
will give them a good shot of build-
ing on that mark this year.

"We've got a solid defense com-
ing back," Coach Lowther said.

Their undisputed strength will
be the senior battery of DeAndrea
Lowther, in the circle, and Reagan
Sasser, behind the plate, whose
chemistry goes back to "since they
were playing Little League, and
even before then," Coach Lowther
said.

DeAndrea, who leads with a
rocket fastball, has mown her way
to a 19-10 record and a 1.91 ERA as
an ace of the staff since her sopho-
more year, fanning more than 200
hitters (a career-best 145 in just
over 100 innings last fall).

She'll once again have a case for
best hurler in the region, though
realignment will bring in some top-
notch competition as Vidalia and
Tori Polke, with whom she plays
travel ball, join the mix.

The new league, now labeled
2-AA, got smaller as much of a for-
mer Macon contingent — with the
exception of ACE — was bumped up
to AAA, but likely became one of the

classification's toughest, as softball
goes, with the incorporation of the
Indians and Swainsboro.

Each have some strong recent
tradition, and a good bit of histo-
ry matching up with East Laurens
whether, in the Tigers' case, as a
former region rival and postseason
foe last year, or Vidalia's, as peren-
nial non-region opponents who've
had some exciting battles (2025's
both heartbreaking losses for the
Falcons that came in extra innings).

Macon's Gryphons, who have
built as strong a program as any
mentioned here, and Bleckley
County, which has been right there
in the conversation each of the last
three years, will make it a pretty
wide-open race, and a table that
should be difficult for any team to
run.
Everybody's got strong pitching.
Who can scratch out the hits and
the runs needed to rise above the
rest?

That will be the key question for
a Falcon ballclub that graduated
both its best two bats from a 2025
team that relied a lot more on time-
ly hits than the big bashes that a
lineup heavier on power and speed
used to achieve a roughly identical
scoring average the year before.

"I think we'll be in the same
boat... in regards to hitting. We've
just got to manufacture runs some
type of way," Coach Lowther said.
"We're working on that day by day,
but I think we're probably going to
be one of the top three teams in the
region."

(-

1

VT [ FALCONS

HEAD COACH: Danielle
Lowther (eighth season)

2024: 22-8 (16-2 region)
FINISH: GHSA Playoffs,
second round (lost to
Bacon Co.)

KEY LOSSES: IF/P Deanna
Lowther (Albany State);
IF Abigail Holt (Georgia
Southern-East Georgia)

FALCONS TO WATCH:
P/IF DeAndrea Lowther,
Sr.; C Reagan Sasser, Sr.;
OF Olivea Jackson, So.;
IF Jayden Foskey, Sr.;
OF Brynne Moody, Sr.;
OF Avery Smith, So.;

IF Amiya O'Neal, So.;

IF Layla Rogers, So.;

IF Jordan Kimsey, Fr.

THE UPSIDES: Assertive
ace pitching; reliable
defense

KEY CONCERN: Producing
pivotal hits/runs
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PLUGGERS

Couple's reIatlonshlp teeters above oblivion

DEAR ABBY: I am in a
relationship with my hot-
and-cold fiance. I caught
him cheating after we
moved in together. He had
been courting someone at
work. I eventually forgave
him. That was five years
ago. In the time since, he
has changed completely --
for the worse.

He doesn't take me out,
shows me no affection and
rarely talks to me about
anything except the bills. On
top of that, we don't make
love anymore. Is it because
he got caught, or could he be
cheating again? Either way,
it doesn't matter. I've start-
ed to cheat, too. I don't care
anymore. Should I kick him
out and start over, or give it
another chance? -- FRUS-
TRATED IN THE SOUTH

DEAR FRUSTRATED:
Let's review the things you
have (and haven't) said in
your letter. You allowed a
man who cheated on you
from the time he moved
in to continue living with
you. Since then, he doesn't
take you out, shows you no
affection and is no longer
inclined to make love with
you. The reason isn't be-
cause you caught him cheat-
ing. It's because he isn't in
love with you!

Whether he's seeing
other women is no longer
relevant because you aren't
faithful to him either. Why
you would give this rela-
tionship another chance is

BY JEFF MACNELLY

@2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
= B4

-.AND THEN
SHE SAID TO
EUNICE...

pluggermail@acl.com

Thanks to
Bernard
Whitacre

Pluggers are trusted secret
keepers, letting them go in
one ear and out the other.

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle oy stella zawistowski

ACROSS
1 Director Frank
6 Hunters’ devices
11 “What’'s up, __?”
14 English horn
relatives

15 Composer Purcell

16 Fast-running bird

17 Box-office
success

19 Ignited

20 Clears data from

21 Wine and ___

23 Saliva

24 Small battery size

25 AOL, e.g.: Abbr.

27 Tyler Reddick’s
group: Abbr.

31 Gush like a
volcano

35 “What have we
here?”

36 Walk through
water

37 Rip

38 Creepy-crawly
creature

40 Shy and nervous

41 Cornstarch brand

42 “Before” prefix

43 “___ what you
mean”: 2 wds.

44 Ballpoint tool

45 Wasp’s home

46 Nevertheless

49 Rowing machine,
for short

50 Boring routine

52 Boot from office

54 Total nonsense

58 Amateur

60 “Why ___
mad?”

61 Diplomas and
licenses, e.g.

64 Vast quantity

65 Unleash on: 2
wds.

66 Opposite of exit

67 Owned

68 Polishes text

you

69 Accomplishments

DOWN
1 Corn on the ___
2 Well-qualified

Created by Stella Zawistowski

3 Sore losers: 2
wds.
4 Summary
5 Invites over: 2
wds.
6 Ergo
7 Low-___ graphics
8 “Carpenter”
insects
9 Equipped in
advance
10 Aleppo’s land
11 Sandwich shop
12 Leave out
13 Uses scissors
18 Second Greek
letter
22 Worshipper of Jah
25 Des Moines
native
26 Gave off light
28 “Nothing but net”
sound
29 Carved jewelry
piece
30 French farewell
32 Carry out, as a
crime
33 Enthusiastic
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34 Incorrect

39 Subway in Paris

40 Laughed
nervously

47 Thug

48 Tried to catch

51 Cousin’s dad

53 Backbone

54 Hit hard

55 Neighborhood
56 Guide and direct
57 Cooler brand

58 Tennis barriers
59 TV type: Abbr.
62 “Who ___

?!’
(Saints cheer)

63 Graduating class:

Abbr.

By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

beyond me. Not once in
your letter did you say you
love him. It's time to end
it. Then do what you can to
heal from this sorry experi-
ence (including consulting a
licensed counselor if one is
available) and move on with
your life.

KK*¥

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I just had our
first child. He is less than 3
months old. We live close to
our family and get togeth-
er often. My sister and her
husband have two sons, 3
and 1. They are constant-
ly sick. My sister and her
husband have a history of
downplaying their illnesses
so that they don't miss out
on family events. They al-
ways show up, and even be-
fore we had a child, it made
us uncomfortable. Now that
we have a vulnerable baby,
it's become not only reckless
but dangerous.

When their kids arrive
sick, they cough all over ev-
erything, and they are never
encouraged to wash their
hands or cover their mouths
when they do it. How do
we express our concern to
my sister and her husband
without sounding like over-
bearing parents? -- CON-
CERNED NEW MOTHER

DEAR MOTHER: Con-
gratulations on your new
baby! Infants under 6
months old are prone to
severe complications from
colds and other viruses, so
you need to do more than
"express your concern."
Stop letting sick people near
your new son.

If the gathering is at
someone's home, designate
a "baby room" where peo-
ple with coughs and sneezes
are not allowed, and every-
one must wash up before
entering. Take turns with
your husband sitting with
the baby in the safe space,
or even hire a (healthy) sit-
ter to stay in the room with
your son. If people tease you
or call you overbearing, so
be it. Your baby, your rules.

Dear Abby is written
by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by
her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com  or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.

GOREN

BRIDGE

WITH BOB JONES
2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

SIMPLE STRATEGY

East-West vulnerable, South deals

NORTH

AAKQ

Q2

C98652

LR R,
WEST EAST
AJ53 al09
CPKJI97 CR6543
o J7 <43
HKQJ10 w6542

SOUTH

AS7642

CAQID

CAKQI0

%A
The bidding:
SOUTIL WEST NORTIH  EAST
1A Pass INT Pass
¥ Pass d Pass
4NT Pass SA* Pass
O All pass

*2 key cards, among the 4 aces and
the king of spades, plus the queen of
spades

Opening lead: King of &

Today’s deal is from a local
duplicate game. Four spades would
be the highest scoring game contract,
hut diamends would be much better

for a slam. 1t is hard Lo play in
diamonds with a spade fit and most
of the field plaved in four spades.
The pairs who bid to slam all played
in spades, usnally going down onc,
They won the opening club lead and
drew trumps in three rounds. They
tried for a twellth trick in hearls by
leading to either the queen or the
10. Neither worked and the contract
lailed.

The one  successful  declarer
stopped after two rounds of trumps.
He left the last tump outslanding
and staried 10 run his diamonds. Wesl
ruffed the third diamond and tried
to cash a club trick. South ruffed
and cashed his last diamond. He
then cashed the ace of hearts and
ruffed a heart in dummy. ‘The nine
ol diamonds provided a discard [or
his last heart and he made his slam.
Had West never rulfed, South would
have cashed all four of his diamonds
and led a spade to dummy. He could
then discard a heart on a diamond, He
would still lose a heart trick but the
slam would be his. Well dong!

fBob Jones welcomes readers’
responses yent to Tribune Content
Agency, LLC., 16630 Wesrgrove
D, Sufte 173, Addison, TX 73001
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SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you'll leve
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
sguare off, s0

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy 1o the test!

2

Here’'s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbars will
appear by using the numetric clues already provided in the boxes. The
mare numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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GUN SAFETY

Continued from page 1

and ego to the side, and re-
alize that this is not worth
the stress, much less using
deadly force against anoth-
er human being.”

Harrison stressed that if
another person has a gun, it
is time to leave.

“No one in their right
mind continues to approach
somebody who is hostile
and is bearing a firearm,”
Harrison said. “Just leave.
It is hot, people are upset
and patience is thin. I don’t
care who you are, many of
the people you encounter
are either in a big storm or
about to come into a storm.
You don’t know. Be careful
around people. When you
pull a gun out you change
the entire environment.”

Most of the time, people
get upset about something
only to realize after cooling
down that it was not worth
getting upset about in the
first place.

Harrison said people

o

Instructor Sid Harrison gives pointers during a class at the shooting range/PAYTON TOWNS llI

should not want to get into
conflicts, and can walk
away. When it comes to
Stand Your Ground Laws in
Georgia, there are param-
eters for the use of deadly
force.

“A lot of people think
that if you get mad at me,
I can shoot you and stand
my ground,” Harrison said.
“No! Anybody in their right
mind does not want to have
to shoot somebody. If some-

one is outside and beating
on the door with a gun in his
hand, standing your ground
means I don’t have to re-
treat, and I am in fear of my
life.”

Harrison believes people

misinterpret the stand your
ground law.

“Someone is beating a
person and has a gun to
their head,” Harrison said.
“That’s not good. Reason-
ably, I should stop that per-
son from being shot down
or receiving great bodily
harm. I'm not saying some-
one gets hit in the nose and
you can use deadly force.
We don’t have to let some-
body else die before us. We
can use deadly force to stop
armed robberies, rapes and
murders.”

Laurens County Sheriff
Larry Dean selected Har-
rison to be the range in-
structor for the free training
sessions. Harrison instructs
many of the local church
safety teams and anyone
who wants to learn about
shooting safety.

The range is located on
Holmes Drive, which is on
the left off Nathaniel Drive
just after passing East Dub-
lin Seafood. After turning
right, the shooting range

is on the left going down a
slight hill. It is open to the
public from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday
and from 8 a.m. to noon on
the first Saturday of every
month.

“People have taken ad-
vantage of this and they
should,” Harrison said.
“They bring their gun and
ammo, and I've got every-
thing else they need here.”

No appointment is nec-
essary. The main purpose of
the range is giving people a
chance to learn the basics.

“We’ve had several peo-
ple show up here and they
find out that they have been
shooting wrong their whole
life,” Harrison said. “I'd
rather them come here at
least once and learn how to
shoot correctly. Beingarmed
means you should train and
shoot every month. If you
don’t shoot every month,
you're not ready. If you are
carrying for safety, you will
want to be ready.”

FLOODING

Continued from page 1

Cutler agreed.

“If you see water going
over a roadway, and you live
here and have never seen
that before, don’t go through
it,” he said. “I have nev-
er seen water come across
Highway 19 in front of the
police department like it did
(Sunday). We’ve had a lot
of rain come through with
hurricanes in the past, but
it was spread out over time.
Sunday it was all at once.”

Drone footage showed a
flooded area around the po-
lice department and into the
William’s Body Shop prop-
erty.

“Looking at that footage,
they had property and cars
under water,” Cutler said.
“That water was flowing
behind South Washington
and it was like a river com-
ing across there. Thankfully,
there were no injuries that I
am aware of and no one was
injured. I know there was
some people who were un-
able to get out of their hous-
es, but it wasn’t a situation

where they needed to get
out to safety. They were able
to shelter in place until the
water receded.”

This was not a major
storm. It was predicted as
a typical summer rain that
brought more than expected
in a short amount of time.

Dublin City Manager
Josh Powell did not know
how much rain fell and was
reaching out to various city
departments to find out. He
said the storm water infra-
structure held up.

“Within 45 minutes to
a hour, all of the water was
subsided and gone,” he said.
“I took a picture around
the Farmers Market that
was flooded, and within the
hour, the water was gone. It
just took time to get through
the pipes.”

Powell knew the area
was going to get some rain.
He did not expect that much
in a short period of time.

“That really caused the
issues for everybody,” he
said. “We had good staff in
place to respond and help
as best as they could. The

A photograph shot from a drone camera shows the flooding around a body shop off Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard

/SPECIAL PHOTO

infrastructure held out and
drained everything out
to the river like we hoped
it would. It just couldn’t
handle quite so much rain
so fast. That was the only
downfall.”

By 6 p.m. Sunday, all of
the roads were back open,

Cutler said.

“We just had a lot of
rain at one time,” he said.
“I would be fine not seeing
anything like that again.”

The city also had a big
water leak on Bellevue
across from the Dublin Post
Office near a fire hydrant,

Powell said. City employees
were out until after mid-
night working on that issue.

Powell rode around to
look at some areas that had
history of flooding. He took
pictures and asked for the
public to send him pictures
or videos.

“Although the city may
not be able to deal or help
with every situation, we may
be able to use those pictures
or videos to help build a
case for a good grant appli-
cation to get some funds to
help deal with some issues,”
Powell said.

DUBLIN SCHOOLS

Continued from page 1

feed the district's interna-
tional baccalaureate pro-
gram. The magnet school
replaces the controversial
Irish Gifted Academy.

Personnel moves ap-
proved by the school
board last week and on
Sunday include:

« New hires: Karla
Mullis, teacher, IA; De-
nise Warren, teacher, IA;
Suzanne Armold, para-
professional, IA; Jasmine

Jefferson, administra-
tive assistant, IA; Rose
Campbell. teacher, IA;

Ayla Williams, parapro-
fessional; Nakia Single-

ton, paraprofessional,
Hillcrest; Charles Moore,
teacher, DMS; Angela
Prosser, teacher, DMS;

Ann Shumans, teacher,
DMS; Marie Hatchett, bus
driver, all; Felicia Charles,
teacher, Susie Dasher El-
ementary, SDE; Keinon
Dunham, teacher, DMS;
Eva Young, first grade
teacher, Irish Academy;
Jestine Evans, counselor,
Hillcrest; Jeffrey Puckett,
teacher (49 percent), WIN
Academy; Linda Ussery,
teacher (49 percent),
Hillcrest; Carolyn Rozier,
bookkeeper (49 percent),
Dublin Middle; Shanessa
Corbett, SPED parapro-
fessional, DMS; Tama
Freeman, teacher, DHS

» Resignations: Pame-
la Irby, teacher, Hillcrest
Elementary; Dmitra Veal,
teacher, Dublin Middle
School; Ella Jordan, para-
professional, Irish Acade-
my; Bruce Howard, men-
tal health coordinator

o Substitutes: Shantilla
Baker, food service sub;
Shannon Roberts, substi-
tute teacher, all locations.

Members of the Dublin High band march in step during
a practice in the Shamrock Bowl/PAYTON TOWNS llI

DUBLIN BAND

Continued from page 1

ing on.”

As for this year, there will be no drum major on the field.
Williams is using this year as a new introduction.

“I feel like this is going to be a new Dublin Fighting Irish
Band,” he said. “It would have been too much trying to add
in a drum major with all that we have going on. Maybe next

year.”

SALES TAX

Continued from page 1

tween the county and the
cities with 100 percent of
the funds to be used to re-
place property taxes,” said
Dublin Mayor Joshua Kight.
The special meeting by
the city, and the other mu-
nicipalities who have also
set up meetings for early
this week, had to be done by
a certain time to give enough
notice to call the election in
November, said Dublin City
Manager Josh Powell.
According to Kight, the
city and county agreed to
cap the amount of increase
and asset values for home-
steads. Because of this, the
law gives the local govern-
ments the option of letting
the voters decide on a pen-

ny sales tax to reduce the tax
burden.

“The current project is
that an extra penny sales
tax under this FLOST would
generate about $13.5 mil-
lion per year countywide,”
Kight said. “That money
would be used to reduce
dollar for dollar property
taxes. The bottom line is,
this is property tax relief.”

Kight said the benefit
of the FLOST is having the
sales tax collected by people
who are traveling through
the county and city.

“I would say the sales tax
doesn’t make sense for all
communities, but a commu-
nity like Dublin has people
stopping at the interstate
and coming into town from
other places,” the mayor

said. “It makes a lot of sense
for us because you are re-
placing your personal prop-
erty tax dollars with sales
tax dollars from people who
are from all over the state.”

An interstate highway is
a big help, he added.

“Look at the amount
of people who travel from
all over the country and
through Georgia who trav-
el down I-16 and will stop
at our restaurants and ho-
tels,” Kight said. “Collect-
ing an extra penny of sales
tax from them and using it
to reduce property taxes for
the people who live here and
own property here is just a
good deal.”

The county commission-
ers are scheduled to meet at
5:30 p.m. Tuesday.
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Discounts on your favorite items-
The more you buy, the more you save!

Buy 1item SAVE 20%

Buy 2 items SAVE 25% off each
Buy 3 items SAVE 30% off each
Buy 4 items SAVE 35% off each
Buy 5 items SAVE 40% off each

Buy 6 items SAVE 45% off each
Buy 7 or more items and SAVE 50%

Not valid on New Fall arrivals, prior purchases, and gift cards.
Sale items will count toward total item count at the lowest
marked price unless the item total awards a lower percentage off.

Please pay with cash or check during this promo.
Card fees will apply!

(478) 275-1972 | lvy Place, Dublin, GA E3(@ @shopplumalley
Sizes 2P-18. Shop the largest collection of specialty ladies apparel
in Middle Georgia.




Gather the ingredients and
get a grown-up to preheat

Celebrate Chocolate Chip Cookie Day L4

the oven to 350 degrees.
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with Herald's world famous recipe

Chocolate can be dangerous for
dogs. This sweet treat has a chemical
compound that, though harmless to
people, is difficult for a dog's body to
process, but that's not going to stop
Herald the Hound from celebrating
Chocolate Chip Cookie Day (he'll just
have to make a plain cookie for him-
self).

People have enjoyed cacao, the
plant chocolate is derived from for
thousands of years. The civilizations
of South America consumed choco-
late as a thick, bitter drink. Spanish
explorers took cacao to Europe, where
they added milk and sugar to the con-
coction. British candy company J. Fry
& Sons is credited for making the first
chocolate molded candy bar in 1847.

Meanwhile, cookies have been en-

Herald's Famous

Chocolate Chip Cookies

Ingredients

12 cup butter

12 cup granulated sugar

Y4 cup brown sugar packed
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1large egg

1 34 cups all-purpose flour
/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/> teaspoon kosher salt

1 cup chocolate chips

Instructions
1.) Preheat the oven to 350 F.
2.) Microwave butter for 40 seconds.

3.) In a large bowl, mix butter with the sugars.

4.) Stir in vanilla and egg.
5.) Add the flour, baking soda and salt.

joyed by people since the 7th Centu-
ry B.C. The world's first cookies were
baked in Persia (modern day Iran), as
sugar became a common commodity.
Through wars and the moving of peo-
ple (the Persians once had a massive
empire) cookies made their way to
Europe. Dutch settlers brought koekje
- the Dutch word for "little cake" that
would later be translated to cookie - to
the English colony of New York in the
1620s.

The first American cookie recipe
was released in 1796 by Amelia Sim-
mons. It was a simple baked good
made of flour, butter, milk and sugar
that had a shelf life of three weeks.

It was not until much later that
someone would think of adding choc-
olate to cookies. Though recipes ap-

peared as early as the 1920s the choc-
olate chip cookie was popularized by
Ruth Wakefield in 1938, who, along
with her husband, ran the Toll House
Inn in Whitman, Massachusetts.
Wakefield prepared all the food served
in the hotel, and the business became
a famous spot for a home-cooked
meal, especially the desserts (mainly
the chocolate chip cookies).

The recipe became world famous
after the release of the "Toll House
Tried and True Recipes" cook book.
Candy company Nestle acquired the
rights to print the recipe on its prod-
ucts in exchange for a life-time supply
of chocolate.

Happy Chocolate Chip Cookie

Day from Herald the Hound and his
friends at the Courier Herald!

6.) 1 34 cups all-purpose flour,%2 teaspoon baking soda,%2 teaspoon kosher salt
7.) Mix dough until just combined. Dough should be soft and a little sticky.

8.) Stir in chocolate chips.
9.) Scoop out tablespoons of dough and place two inches apart on baking sheet.
10.) Bake for 7-10 minutes, or until cookies are set. They will be puffy. Let them cool.
11.) Enjoy!
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
aach small 8-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to six.
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TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

Teachers, do you want us to visit your classroom next? Students, do you have
artwork, poems or stories you want to submit for possible publication? Email us at

read@courierheraldtoday.com.

2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc

Place cookies on a cookie sheet
and get a grown-up to bake for
7-10 minutes.

In case you are still scratching your head trying to
figure out where Herald the Hound was last week,
here’s the answer: He was at the fountain in the plaza
next to downtown'’s Theatre Dublin. It’s a great place to
sit down and take a break, and make a wish if you have
any spare change in your pocket.
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