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THiS WEEK’S
HigHligHTS

­­The­ Johnson­ County
Board­ of­ Education­ may
soon­ see­ a­ substantial­ in-
crease­ in­ the­electricity­bill
at­ the­ Elementary­ School.
During­ the­ June­ 16­ BOE
meeting,­Associate­Superin-
tendent­Charlie­Lindsey­ex-
plained­that­they­pay­Geor-
gia­ Power­ anywhere­ from
$.02­ cent­ to­ $.04­ cent­ per
kilowatt,­per­hour­under­the
current­ RTP­ pricing.­ How-
ever,­he­says­Georgia­Pow-

er­ has­ advised­ that­ those
prices­ could­ soar­ to­ over
$10.00­ per­ kilowatt,­ per
hour­as­early­as­July.­Lind-
sey­says­he­has­seen­rates­as
high­ as­ $400.00­ per­ kilo-
watt,­ per­ hour.­ He­ added
that­ the­peak­ time­ frame­ is
from­4­p.m.-7­p.m.­He­says
they­are­looking­at­ways­to
save­as­much­energy­as­pos-
sible­ at­ the­ Elementary
School­in­an­attempt­to­off-
set­this­price­increase.
In­ other­ business,­ the

Board­ approved­ the­ final
budget­for­FY27.­A­revised

version­ of­ the­ RUS­ Grant
Resolution­ was­ approved.
They­also­approved­a­Reso-
lution­ requesting­ the­Geor-
gia­ Department­ of­ Educa-
tion's­assistance­in­develop-
ing­a­new­five-year­local­fa-
cilities­plan.
During­ principal's­ time,

Charles­ Howard­ provided
an­ update­ for­ the­ Elemen-
tary­ School.­ He­ also­ said
the­ school­ held­ a­ Chat­ &
Chew­event­in­which­multi-
ple­ families­ were­ in­ atten-
dance.­Middle/High­School
principal­ Reid­ Bethea­ ad-

vised­ the­ sports­ schedules
(softball,­ football)­were­ al-
most­complete.­He­also­said
BETA­ Club­ members­ had
just­ left­ for­ the­ National
Competition­in­Nashville.
Watkins­mentioned­a­ re-

cent­ incident­ in­ which­ a
fraudulent­ out-of-state
company­altered­one­of­the
school­system's­checks­ that
had­ been­ submitted­ as­ a
payment.­ He­ said­ this­ was
currently­being­investigated
and­ he­ would­ keep­ the
board­updated.
Lindsey­provided­an­up-

date­ on­ Maintenance­ and
Operations.­ He­ said­ the
punch­ list­ at­ the­ football
field­ is­ ongoing­ and­ they
will­ soon­ start­ grassing­ the
perimeter­ of­ the­ field.
Painting­is­in­progress­at­the
visitor's­ fieldhouse­ and­ the
water­ and­ sewer­ work­ is
finished­ at­ the­ concession
stand.­He­said­they­had­one
retiree/one­position­to­fill­in
Transportation­ and­ one
Custodian­ retiree­ but­ that
position­ has­ already­ been
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Editor

JCBOE may soon see substantial increase in electricity bill

Fourth of July celebration held in Johnson Co.

The Johnson County community celebrated the Fourth of July with excit-
ing festivities.

State Representative Matt Hatchett recently showed his support to
our local first responders by furnishing 75 meals to the hardworking
men and women who serve Johnson County. The lunch was held at
the Wrightsville Fire Department. 

First Responders honored by
State Rep. Matt Hatchett with
free lunch at fire department

Please see JCBOE, Page 3

New HOMe
BaPtist
CHURCH

HOMeCOMiNg
New Home Baptist
Church will observe
Homecoming on
Sunday, July 19th.
Sunday School be-
gins at 9:45 a.m.
and Morning Wor-
ship begins at
11:00.   A covered
dish lunch will fol-
low. Former long
term pastor Rev.
Burton Dixon will be
guest speaker for
the 11:00 service.
Everyone is invited
to join New Home
for Homecoming.

2026 wiggle
& twist fall

festival
The 2026 Wiggle &
Twist Fall Festival
will be on October
17. A car show will
return, and we are
adding a tractor &
motorcycle show to
this event! We will
have Arts & Crafts
and Food & Drink
Venders as well as
lots of “Entertain-
ment for Kids &
Adults. We are still
in the planning
stages, if you would
like to see a particu-
lar event added or
if you would like to
volunteer to help
with this event,
please contact Judy
Scott at the
Wrightsville-Johnson
County Chamber of
Commerce or email :
Wrightsville_John-
sonCtyChamber@g
mail.com, call the
office at (478) 864-
720 or Judy’s cell at
(478) 278-6191.

Above, Best Dressed Turtles winners.

Above, Pedal Tractor Winners.

Above, Turtle Race winners.

A newspaper that cares about Johnson County Volume 28 Number 46 $1.00

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2026

 A 32-year old man is behind bars 
on multiple counts of sexual crimes 
against an underage child. Accord-
ing to Johnson County Investigator 
Captain Randy Sumner, informa-
tion was obtained by the Sheriff’s 
Office on August 1 accusing Fred-
erick R. Miller of Adrian of child 
molestation. An investigation was 
immediately initiated, including a 
forensic interview with the victim 
at Stepping Stone. Interviews were 
also conducted with witnesses that 

the victim had disclosed informa-
tion to. The Sheriff’s Office was able 
to corroborate the information ob-
tained through the interviews to ob-
tain an arrest warrant on Miller as 
well as a search warrant for his resi-
dence. 

The search warrant of the resi-
dence, which was conducted on Au-
gust 13 by Sumner, Sgt. Jose Soto, 
Deputy T. Riner and Deputy Wesley 
Lewis, led to several electronic de-
vices being taken into evidence. The 
devices are being digitally down-
loaded for evidence. Miller was tak-
en into custody that same day on 

charges of Aggravated Child Moles-
tation, two counts of Child Molesta-
tion and Aggravated Sodomy. The 
victim was placed in a safe environ-
ment. 

The investigation revealed that 
Miller sexually molested the victim 
between 2001 and 2003 when she 
was between the age of seven and 
nine years old. 

Miller is currently being held at 
the Danny Elbert Detention Center 
and no bond has been set. 

“We remain committed to doing 
everything possible to bring those 
people to justice who prey on our 

children,” said Sheriff Greg Row-
land.   “The actions of this individ-
ual are despicable and disgraceful.   
Let this serve as a clear message: 
this kind of abuse has no place in 
our community.”This investigation 
remains active and ongoing. Any-
one with information related to 
this matter, or any similar incident, 
is strongly encouraged to contact 
Criminal Investigations Division—
Captain Randy Sumner at the John-
son County Sheriff’s Office by calling 
478-864-4003. Miller

Adrian man behind bars on multiple counts of child molestation
By DEIDRE LEDFORD
Editor

There’s a new Deputy on the road in Johnson 
County. Sheriff Greg Rowland and the Johnson 
County Sheriff’s Office is proud to welcome Chan 
Sumner to his new role as Deputy Sheriff follow-
ing his graduation on August 21 from Peace Offi-
cer training at the Georgia Public Safety Training 
Center.

Deputy Sumner began his career with John-
son County in July 2024 serving as a Detention 
Officer with the Sheriff’s Office. In May of this 
year, he took the next step in his law enforcement 
career and began the rigorous training required 
to become a Georgia Peace Officer. He has now 
proudly graduated as a State of Georgia mandat-
ed Peace Officer and begins a new chapter serv-
ing the citizens of Johnson County as a Deputy 
Sheriff.

A lifelong resident of Johnson County, Chan 
has deep roots in the community he has chosen 
to serve. He is also the proud father of two chil-
dren, six-year-old Lilly and two-year-old Lane. 

Chan Sumner being sworn in by 
Sheriff Greg Rowland/DEIDRE LEDFORD

 The Wrightsville-Johnson Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce has been 
busy and Executive Director Judy 
Scott is excited to share a few things 
they have been working on. 

The new Chamber website is now 
online at wrightsville-johnsoncty-
chamber.com! It is still a work in 
progress, but there are already sev-
eral features available:

Community Calendar
Send us your business events, 

meetings, activities, and important 
dates so we can help spread the word. 
Email wrightsville.johnsonctycham-
ber@gmail.com or text 478-864-
7200.

Membership Directory
Find Chamber members by busi-

ness category. More categories will 
be added as our membership grows.

Chamber Events & RSVPs
Keep up with upcoming events 

and RSVP online.

Special Events
Events such as the Wiggle & 

Twist Festival will have a dedicated 
section with flyers, applications, in-
formation, and online payment op-
tions.

More is coming! We will continue 
adding features to make the website 
a valuable resource for our members 
and community.

Business After Hours
We hope every Chamber business 

will have someone attend. Own-
ers, your employees are welcome 
too! Come network, connect with 
other local businesses, and hear 
what’s happening in our communi-
ty. Please RSVP!

And yes – we’ll have door prizes!

The Chamber is here to support, 
promote, and serve our local busi-
nesses. We appreciate your mem-
bership and want to hear from you. 
Please contact me anytime with 
questions, suggestions, or ideas.

Thursday was a second-straight memorable night for Jeremiah Scott, who scored another four 
touchdowns (three rushing and one receiving) on 179 all-purpose yards/RALPH JACKSON

Chamber of Commerce shares 
events and important updates
SPECIAL TO THE JOHNSON JOURNAL

Johnson County Schools is proud to recognize three outstanding 
educators as our 2026 Teachers of the Year! Congratulations to Erin 
Nunez, Johnson County Elementary School Teacher of the Year; Rhett 
Wombles, Johnson County Middle School Teacher of the Year; and 
Heather Floyd, Johnson County High School Teacher of the Year. 
These educators represent the dedication, compassion, and 
commitment that make a difference in the lives of our students each 
day. We are grateful for all they do for our schools and community 
and are proud to celebrate this well-deserved honor/SPECIAL PHOTOS

Johnson County 
Schools recognizes 
outstanding educators

Johnson County 
Sheriff's Office 
swears in deputy
By DEIDRE LEDFORD
Editor

JCSO DEPUTY
Continued on page 6

 The Johnson County de-
fense delivered the Scream-
ing Devils a defeat Thursday 
night, shutting out Warren 
County 35-0 in the Trojans’ 
home opener at the Blue 
Monster.

 While the defense forced 
four turnovers and kept 
Warren County off the 
scoreboard, Jeremiah Scott 
supplied plenty of offense, 
scoring four touchdowns in 
a second-straight game as 
Johnson County improved to 
2-0 on the season.

 The victory on Herschel 
Walker Field at Herschel 
Lovett Stadium followed the 
Trojans’ 32-15 season-open-
ing win over East Laurens in 
the Border War.

 Johnson County wasted 

little time taking control.
 After the JoCo defense 

stopped Warren County on 
fourth down, the Trojans 
went 56 yards in five plays 
on their opening possession. 
Scott broke loose for 16 yards 
early in the drive and finished 
it with a 31-yard touchdown 
run. Grayson Jackson added 
the first of his five successful 
extra points to give Johnson 
County a 7-0 lead with 6:50 
remaining in the first quarter.

 The defense quickly per-
mitted the offense anoth-
er opportunity by forcing a 
three-and-out.

 This time Johnson Coun-
ty needed six plays to cover 
40 yards. Kelsey Waters con-
tributed runs of four, seven 
and seven yards before Jaca-
den Webb scored from 10 
yards out, extending the lead 

to 14-0 with 2:07 left in the 
opening quarter.

 The Trojans struck again 
on their next possession with 
their most explosive drive of 
the first half.

 Jeremiah Taylor opened 
the four-play, 76-yard march 
with a 21-yard run. Quarter-
back Chance Wombles then 
connected with Dae’zon De-
vero for 19 yards before Tay-
lor ripped off another 25-yard 
run. Wombles finished the 
drive with an 11-yard touch-
down pass to Scott, making it 
21-0 with 11:21 remaining in 
the half.

 Scott found the end zone 
again less than six minutes 
later.

 Johnson County used 
eight plays to cover 50 yards, 

Trojans silence Screamin' Devils
By RALPH JACKSON
Sports Writer

TROJANS
Continued on page 6

THIS WEEK'S 
HIGHLIGHTS

Alcoholics Anony-

mous (Wrightsville Se-

renity Group) meets 
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. 

(closed meeting) and ev-

ery Saturday at 8 p.m. 

(open speaker meeting). 
For more information, 
call 864-9955 or 864-
3438.

alcoholics 

anonymous

meetings

JCES ANNUAL 

TITLE i meeting
Johnson County El-

ementary School will 

host its Annual Title I 

Meeting on Aug. 27 at 6 

p.m. in the JCES cafete-

ria. Parents are invited to 
learn more about Title I 

and how it benefits our 
students.  

Chamber of 

Commerce

Business 

after hours

The Wrightsville 

Johnson County Cham-

ber of Commerce will 

host a Business After 

Hours event on Tuesday, 
Sept. 29 at The Depot at 
5 p.m. The program will 

be presented by Main 

Street Wrightsville Di-

rector Whitney Kyler and 

will discuss her visions 

for downtown. There will 

also be door prizes. RSVP 
to (478) 864-7200 or 
wrightsville.johnsoncty-

chamber@gmail.com.



 Johnson County High 
School Senior Maci Blue 
was recently recognized by 
the Rotary Club of Wrights-
ville as the Rotary Student 
of the Month for the month 
of August. The daughter 
of Kerri Sumner, Maci is 
involved with numerous 
school activities, including 
the Beta Club, 4-H, FBLA, 
Dual Enrollment, the Year-
book Staff, and Work Based 
Learning. She has received 
many honors and recogni-
tions during her high school 
tenure, including being 
named a Trojan Scholar, an 
Honor Guard, placing 3rd 
and 5th place in Beta Robot-
ics, serving as Beta Presi-
dent, and placing first in the 
RESA Technology Fair. Her 
community involvement in-
cludes adopting a resident 
at the local Nursing Home, 
Christmas Caroling at the 
Nursing Home, and partici-
pating in Food Drives. She is 
employed with Price’s Auto-
motive and attends Mt. Ol-
ive Church of the Nazarene. 
Her hobbies include build-
ing robots, arts and crafts, 
and shopping. Her future 
plans include attending col-
lege to get a degree in Aero-

space Engineering. 
Maci chose Mary Beth 

Thompson as her Rotary 
Teacher of the Month. She 
says Mrs. Thompson en-
couraged her to step outside 
of her comfort zone in fifth 
grade and encouraged her 
to participate in the RESA 
Technology Fair in the Ro-
botics Category. 

“Since then I have com-
peted in that same compe-
tition, started a Robotics 
Team through Beta, and 
began doing 4-H District 
Project Achievement com-

1607A Rice Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021

478-272-2300

111 E. Cherry St.
Cochran, GA 31014

478-934-4561

544 Mulberry St., Ste. 619
Macon, GA 31201

478-745-9644

www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com Call 1-478-272-2300 for FREE CASE EVALUATION

'Ol Blue plows through ice to Icywaters

Ceedra Montine got word from her folks, 
Cedric and Ceedrene Montine, that the sub-
marine formerly docked at the Kite Port 
Authority docks is now within a mile or two 
of the North Pole. But the USS Icywaters 
got locked up in the ice and could not move. 
Santa called the ranch out west where Cee-
dra was staying to let Ceedra know that they 
needed help.

Our young eighth grade pulpwood truck 
driver cannot turn down a friend in need. 
When the submarine was docked on the 
Little Ohoopee River at Kite, she got to 
know the crew. She made a lot of runs to 
the Subway in Wrightsville to pick up sand-
wiches for delivery to the sub. The crew al-
most made Ceedra a queen. As a fun thing, 
they actually had a coronation, using Coke 
cans that they strung together for a crown! 
Ceedra thought it was hilarious, and she got 
the crew to take a bunch of pictures.

Ceedra and her pulpwood truck, ‘Ol 
Blue, struck out for the frigid north. Ceedra 
had never been any further north than Wat-
kinsville, Georgia. She drove ‘Ol Blue that 
far once to visit her sister at UGA, but she 
got nervous with all the traffic and turned 
around. She said if her sister wanted to see 
her, she was going to have to catch a ride 
back to Johnson County. She did compro-
mise a bit and said she and ‘Ol Blue might 
negotiate about meeting her sister in Spar-
ta, but that was as far north as she would 
go.

As soon as Ceedra and ‘Ol Blue got to 
the North Pole, she saw Santa’s elves chip-
ping away with miniature ice-shaping tools. 
They were getting pulpwood-size sticks of 
ice ready for loading onto ‘Ol Blue. Missus 
Claus had come up with an idea to help the 

ice-locked submarine break loose. The dear 
lady who was used to spending the whole 
year cooking for Santa’s Christmas deliv-
eries, showed that she could do more than 
cook. Santa and his elves were amazed at 
Missus Claus’ plan, and they went right to 
work.

Now, I know you are wondering about 
the plan. The elves would use ladders to 
load the pulpwood-size ice sticks onto ‘Ol 
Blue. Ceedra would drive ‘Ol Blue across 
the ice to the submarine. The submarine 
crew was waiting to unload the ice sticks 
into the torpedo tubes of the sub. The elves 
had taken great care to shape a sharp point 
on one end of each ice stick. The thrust from 
the sub’s firing mechanism would drive the 
sharp-pointed sticks into the ice in front of 
the sub and open a way for the vessel to free 
itself.

It worked! Ceedra and ‘Ol Blue backed 
off to a safe distance for the test firing. 
The pulpwood-size ice torpedoes plowed 
through the ice. There was a big celebration 
at the North Pole!

Maybe there is a valuable lesson in this 
story. Could it be that the very problems we 
sometimes face also hold the solutions we 
need to solve certain problems? A song says 
if we never had a problem, we would not 
know that God could solve them. That song 
may hold the key to one special area of our 
need for personal growth—a personal rela-
tionship with a problem-solving God.   

Dan King Sr.'s professional back-
ground includes pastor, classroom teach-
er, longterm care social worker, pastoral 
counselor, court mediator and hospice 
chaplain. He entertains community groups 
with tall tales. You may text or voicemail 
at (478) 279-2992. Copyright 2026, Daniel 
M. King Sr. All rights reserved.

Dan King

R.F.D. South

Since I was just a child sit-
ting at the feet of my grand-
father, I’ve always loved a 
good story. I guess that’s one 
thing that’s helped make 
me a writer. I love to write 
about the good old days and 
reminisce by telling nostal-
gic stories of the past. Jesus 
was the greatest story teller. 
His parables still confound 
men to this day. My role 
model, the late Michael Gui-
do, has always gotten folks 
attention with his wonder-
fully moral stories he told in 
his newspaper column, T.V. 
and radio spots. But what I 
like about stories is the ones 
with a happy ending. The 
story of Job is one of them.

With permission from 
God as a test, the devil 
wrecked havoc on old Job. 
As we used to say, “He put 
him through the wringer.” 
The deal was that Job be 
tested with sorrows, loss 
and affliction which comes 
from Satan anyway, but not 
at the cost of Job’s life. God 
giveth and taketh life. Job 
lost it all, but he came forth 
like gold. He said, “Tho He 

(God) slay me, yet will I 
trust Him!” Steadfast faith! 
Unmoveable faith! Holding 
on to God’s promises. 

Sometimes those closest 
to us can be our greatest 
critics. They say, “We’re just 
concerned.” One fellow said, 
“If you call that concern, 
then don’t be!” They can 
be your worst nightmare 
and even your worst ene-
my. Instead of encouraging 
you they discourage you 
like Job’s so called friends 
did. It’s like my father said, 
“When we raised chickens, 
if one got the sore head, 
the other chickens would 
peck him to death.” But Job, 

though at times seemed he 
was going under, held to the 
faith and passed the test. 
Thank God as an example 
to us!

When I was a youngin’ 
just a few years ago in the 
1950s and 60s, I loved to 
watch the T.V. shows that 
seemingly always had a hap-
py ending. Well, real life is 
not always that way if you 
are worldly minded, but 
the Christian that stands on 
the promises of God, on the 
rock, Christ Jesus by faith 
believes as the bible says 
in Romans 8:28, “That all 
things work together for the 
good of those believers that 
love and fear God.” Amen!

The happy ending to the 
story of Job is that even 
though he lost everything, 
God gave him back twice 
as much as he had before 
and seven sons and three 
daughters. As one preacher 
said, “The wife that told him 
to curse God and die had to 
bare those ten youngins’ for 
him.” For Job it was certain-
ly a happy ending! Don’t you 
think! Can you say amen?

By GARY TOOLE

A happy ending

September 1, 1932.
Johnson County is drawing 

quite a few political candidates 
coming here to speak. Some of 
them were Col. Russell M. Daley 
for Judge Superior Court Dublin 
Circuit; For Commissioner of Agri-
culture were candidates to succeed 
Eugene Talmadge. They were G. C. 
Adams, R. F. Burch of Eastman who 
predicts he will win 100 counties, 
J. Oscar Wall of Eatonton. John I. 
Kelley came running for governor; 
Judge R. Earl Camp of Dublin for 
6th district representative and Col. 
R. I. Stephens of Dublin for solici-
tor-general Dublin Circuit.

The opening of Wrightsville 
High School has been delayed a 
week by the Board of Education. 
It was ordered to permit the coun-
ty to provide transportation of ru-
ral high school students. The Kite 
Consolidated Schools will open 
September 19th.

A shooting and cutting affray 
started by two coloreds at Donovan 
Saturday night resulting in both 
seriously injured and arrested on 
charges of assault to murder. Jim 
Curtis and Will Warthen are in the 
county jail receiving medical at-
tention, Curtis for a bullet wound 
through the breast and Warthen 
for several stabs. All this originat-
ed in front of Jackson's store in the 
heart of Donovan. Warthen pulled 
his pistol and began firing at Cur-
tis who ran into the store which 
was crowded with customers. Cur-
tis then ran back out of the store 
where the fight continued, Wathen 
being stabbed several times with a 
knife. Both are expected to recover.

James L. Miller, 85, farmer, died 
at his home at Spann after several 
months of declining health. Born 
in Hancock County June 9, 1847, 
he moved to Johnson in the fall of 
1887. He married Miss Lydia Fields 
of Baldwin County June 17, 1869 
and had 8 children, 6 surviving. 

He was a Confederate veteran. Sur-
vivors are J. T., R. F., E. C. Miller, 
Mrs. Mattie Whitfield, Mrs. Mollie 
Dudley and Mrs. Lula Webb. He 
was buried at Piney Mount.

Mr. Louis B. Hilson remains 
were buried at Westview on August 
23rd. He died suddenly at his son's 
near Tennille. He was survived by 
sister, Mrs. J. J. Braddy, six sons, 
C. L., Fay, L. Q., L. H., H. V., J. L. 
Hilson and daughter, Mrs. C. T. 
Anderson.

Bernard Deal, 76, of Washing-
ton County died at his home from 
declining health. Born and reared 
in the Bethany community, a farm-
er and active church worker. Be-
sides his widow, he is survived by 
5 children and brother Lewis Deal. 
He was buried at Bethany.

Richard Wicker who lived in the 
Lovett section died and was buried 
at Piney Mount. He was survived by 
his wife and children, Mrs. George 
Wood, Grady and Chan Wicker. 
Rev. Andrew Smith, 81, Missionary 
Baptist minister of Harrison died. 
He was buried in the New Ceme-
tery with Masonic honors by the 
Anderson Lodge of Wrightsville.

Mrs. Caley Brantley, 81, of the 
Bethany community died at her 
son's home. She was a native of 
Washington County but lived in 
Johnson several years on the Vick-
ers farm. She was a 30 year mem-
ber of the Christian church. Her 
children surviving are Mrs. Milton 
Cox, Mrs. J. M. and W. L. Ander-
son, Mrs. B. W. O'Quin and Mrs. J. 
H. Blount and son, J. F. Brantley. 
She was buried at Bethany.

John W. Bailey, 82, died at 
home. He farmed for half a cen-
tury, native of Washington Coun-
ty and lived in Texas a short time. 
He lived on the old Nathan Garnto 
place. Children surviving are Will, 
Tom, Sam, Ewley, Marcus, Quince 
Bailey, Mrs. A. F. Johnson, Mrs. G. 
C. Reese and Mrs. Thomas Logue. 
He was buried at New Home.

From 
Days 

Gone By
Historian

Donald Smith

Jonathan Watkins .......................September 1
Lydia Tant ..................................September 1
Grayson Kersey ..........................September 1
Juanita Williams .........................September 1
Brett Colston ..............................September 2
Lloyd Powell ...............................September 2
Alex Davidson ............................September 2
Kathy Davis ...............................September 2
Mary Cooper ..............................September 3
Emma Pool ................................September 3
Gloria Smith ..............................September 3
Aiden Greenway .........................September 3
Tressi Hansen .............................September 4
Jacori Snead ................................September 4
Ashley Hu� ................................September 4
Sheryl Watson ............................September 5
Stephenie Ragan .........................September 5
Jennifer �igpen .........................September 5
Marisha Brown ...........................September 5
Vicki Roberts .............................September 6
Jacqueline Young ........................September 7
Tracy Claxton .............................September 7
Tanner She�eld .........................September 7
Jessica Reese ...............................September 7

Birthdays

David and Sue Hall ....................September 2
Jason and Beth Martin ...............September 7

Anniversaries
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- Mitchell Grove Baptist Church will hold their annual Homecoming service on Sun-
day, September 6 with Pastor Cecil A. Moore, Jr. and Brown Grove Baptist Church 
of East Dublin. Sunday School starts at 12:30 with Worship Services beginning at 2 
p.m. Revival services will be held September 7-9 at 7 p.m. each evening with Pastor 
Tracy Wheeler, Sr. of Greater Springfield Baptist Church of Atlanta.

RELIGION DIGEST

JCHS student recognized by Rotary Club 
SPECIAL TO 
THE JOHNSON JOURNAL

ROTARY CLUB
Continued on page 6

Johnson 
County High 
School student 
Maci Blue 
recognized by 
Rotary Club of 
Wrightsville
/SPECIAL 
PHOTO



We don’t knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or 
intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national origin, handicap or 
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 8/30/26

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today!  1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-877-553-1109

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer – 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial — steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up 
to 50% off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151 

SunSetter. America’s Number One 
Awning! Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up 
to 10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call: 1-877-
652-0640

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A 
small amount of water can lead to 
major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
If you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, call 24/7: 
1-877-625-0433. Have zip code of 
service location ready when you 
call! 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:  
Reliable & experienced. 
Competitive rates.  From simple 
household problems to installing 
a brand new electrical system, we 
can take care of it all! Call now 
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you call! 1-877-
917-6746

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
today schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-877-914-0502 

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT 
YOUR HOME from pests safely 
and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders 
and other pests. Locally owned 
and affordable. Call for service or 
an inspection today! 1-877-236-
3738. Have zip code of property 
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 
60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect 
your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 1-877-606-2120

MISCELLANEOUS

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided 
tours available. Affordable, social 
and stress-free travel designed for 
mature travelers. Our tours include 
accommodations, transportation, 
baggage handling, sightseeing, 
entrance fees, a professional Tour 
Director and select meals. For a 
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. 
Call YMT today. 1-855-548-2623

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop 
Creditor Harassment, Collection 
Calls, Repossession and Legal 
Actions! Speak to a Professional 
Attorney and Get the Help You 
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE 
PAYMENTS?  Threatened with 
foreclosure?  Denied a loan 
modification? Let us help! Call the 
Homeowner Relief Line to speak 
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
866-411-5215

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or 
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed 
and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a 
free, instant price quote on your 
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. 
Your donation helps fund the 
search for missing children and 
preventing abduction. Accepting 
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not May 
Qualify for Tax Deduction – Call 
(888) 515-3813.

TV/INTERNET 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! 
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY 
SERVICE with coupon 42522! 
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-877-
515-0329

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

Legals

Legals

J26-037

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

JOHNSON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF Loranzo A. Attaway 

DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. PR2026-39 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE 

TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES  and to 

whom it may concern: 

Roberta L. Attaway has petitioned for 

Roberta L. Attaway to be appointed ad-

ministrator(s) of the estate of Loranzo A. 

Attaway deceased, of said county. (The pe-

titioner has also applied for waiver of bond, 

waiver of reports, waiver of statements, 

and/or grant of certain powers contained 

in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All interested 

persons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. All 

objections to the petition must be in writing, 

setting forth the grounds of any such objec-

tions, and must be filed with the Court on or 
before Sept. 21, 2026. 

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 

to the petition must be in writing, setting 

forth the grounds of any such objections. 

All objections should be sworn to before 

a notary public or before a probate court 

clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party. Contact probate court 

personnel for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a hearing will 
be scheduled at a later date. If no objections 

are filed, the petition may be granted without 
a hearing.

Jennifer Morris 

Judge of the Probate Court 

By: 

Clerk of the Probate Court 

P.O. Box 264 

Wrightsville, GA 31096 

Address 

478-864-3316 

August 25, September 1, 8, 15, 2026

J26-039

Public Notice

GST Capital Partners, LLC has constructed 

a wireless telecommunications facility con-

sisting of a 255-ft (260-ft w/appurtenances) 

AGL guyed wire communications tower 

located at Glisson Road, Kite, Johnson 

County, Georgia 31049 (32.63394 N, 

82.49008 W). The tower is marked and 

lighted in accordance with FAA Style E. 

The previous public notice identified the 
proposed communication tower height as 

255-ft (265-ft with appurtenances). No other 

changes have been made since the previous 

public notice. Interested persons may review 

the application for this structure by visiting 

the Federal Communications Commission’s 

(FCC) ASR Application Search at www.fcc.

gov/asr/applications and entering Form 854 

File Number: A1393163. Environmental 

concerns may be raised by filing a Request 
for Environmental Review with the FCC. The 

FCC requires all such requests to be filed 
online. Instructions for filing can be found 
at: www.fcc.gov/asr/environmentalrequest

September 1, 2026

J26-038

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

JOHNSON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF LARRY WALTERS 

PALMER, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. PR2026-40 

NOTICE 

IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will (and 

Codicil(s)) in Solemn Form in the above- 

referenced estate having been duly filed. 
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 

This is to notify you to file objection, if 

there is any, to the petition to probate will 

in solemn form, in this Court on or before 

Sept. 28 2026. 

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 

to the petition must be in writing, setting 

forth the grounds of any such objections. 

All objections should be sworn to before 

a notary public or before a probate court 

clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party. Contact probate court 

personnel for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a hearing will 
be scheduled at a later date. If no objections 

are filed, the petition may be granted without 
Jennifer Morris 

Judge of the Probate Court 

By: Labreka McCloud

Clerk of the Probate Court 

P.O. Box 264 

Wrightsville, Ga 31096 

478-864-3316 

September 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

J26-036

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

JOHNSON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF KRISTEN L. CURTIS, 

DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. PR2026-37 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE 

TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 

and to whom it may concern: 

KAYLEE DANNIELLE MERRITT has peti-

tioned for KAYLEE DANNIELLE MERRITT 

to be appointed administrator(s) of the 

estate of KRISTEN L. CURTIS deceased, 

of said county. (The petitioner has also ap-

plied for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, 

waiver of statements, and/or grant of certain 

powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) 

All interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 

granted. All objections to the petition must 

be in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 

such objections, and must be filed with the 
Court on or before Sept. 21 2026. 

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 

to the petition must be in writing, setting 

forth the grounds of any such objections. 

All objections should be sworn to before 

a notary public or before a probate court 

clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party. Contact probate court 

personnel for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a hearing will 
be scheduled at a later date. If no objections 

are filed, the petition may be granted without 
a hearing. 

Jennifer Morris 

Judge of the Probate Court 

By: Labreke mccloud 

Clerk of the Probate Court 

P.O. Box 264 

Wrightsville, GA 31096 

478-864-3316 

August 25, September 1, 8, 15, 2026

DID YOU KNOW...?

Good grief, where is the time going so quickly?  
I mean, here it is September already!

You know what that means, right?  (Well, you 
do if you’re a regular reader of this silly stuff.). 
It means that later on, just three more weeks or 
so, I have another one of those silly events called 
“birthdays.”

This month, I’ll turn 68 years old.
While I ruminate on what all that could possi-

bly mean, I’ll turn over the trivia column and let 
you enjoy some things that don’t cause me to feel 
older.

Did you know…
… two separate attacks on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

took place during World War II?  We are all fa-
miliar with the “day of infamy” attack which hap-
pened on December 7, 1941, and which brought 
the United States into the war.  A second attack, 
on March 4, 1942, is lesser known.  Dubbed “Op-
eration K,” this involved two Japanese flying boats 
attacking Oahu Island once again, specifically 
targeting a dock.  Bad weather and even worse 
navigation caused the bombers to miss the dock, 
dropping their ordinance harmlessly near a high 
school.  (Thanks to Terry for the tip!)

… an astronomer once designed a super-tele-
scope?  Adrien Auzout (1622-1691) drew up a de-
sign for a 1,000-foot-long refracting telescope.  He 
thought that the telescope would have a magni-
fication so great that he would be able to see an-
imals on the Moon.  The telescope would not be 
contained in a tube, but instead would have been 
an “aerial” telescope which uses lenses mounted 
high in a tree or on a pedestal, and the observer 
holding the eyepiece lens.  (Now that would be a 
heavenly view.)

… a man can make a sound humans can’t hear, 
but elephants can?  Tim Storms (born 1972), a 
singer said to have the “world’s deepest voice,” 
holds the world record for the lowest note pro-
duced by a human.  The note is eight octaves be-
low the lowest G on a piano, and cannot be heard 
by the human ear – but elephants can hear it, sci-
entists say.  Storms himself cannot hear the note, 
but he says he can “feel” it in his head.  His vocal 
abilities arise from the fact that his vocal cords 
are twice as long as most peoples’.  (What the el-
ephants think of Mr. Storms’ ability has not been 
recorded for posterity.)

… a famous American general was nominat-
ed three times for the Medal of Honor?  Douglas 
MacArthur (1880-1964), one of the most well-
known and controversial Army officers in Ameri-
can history, was nominated for the Medal of Hon-
or on three separate occasions.  The first was in 
1914, when then-Captain MacArthur conducted 
long-range reconnaissance behind enemy lines in 
Mexico as part of the Veracruz expedition.  The 
award was submitted by General Leonard Wood 
(1860-1927), but was rejected by a board con-
vened to review the award, which said awarding 
the Medal of Honor might encourage staff officers 
to ignore their commanders and go off on their 
own missions.  The second recommendation came 
during World War I, when then-Brigadier Gener-
al MacArthur led another reconnaissance patrol, 
this one into a gap in German barbed wire fenc-
ing and was wounded, ending up the sole survi-
vor of the patrol.  This award was submitted by 
General Charles Summerall (1867-1955), but was 
downgraded to a Distinguished Service Cross.  
MacArthur did receive the Medal of Honor in 
1942, during World War II, but not for any spe-
cific moment of gallantry.  Rather, MacArthur was 
awarded the Medal to offset Japanese propaganda 
about him supposedly “deserting” his command in 
the Philippines after he was ordered to leave for 
Australia.  (Thanks to Dave for the tip!)

… filming of one movie caused another movie 
to shut down for a day?  When the 2007 movie No 
Country for Old Men was being filmed in Marfa, 
Texas, a cloud of smoke from the set of another 
movie being filmed there, There Will Be Blood, 
caused the production to shut down for a day.  
What makes this a very interesting coincidence is 
the fact that There Will Be Blood filmed in Mar-
fa for months, but No Country for Old Men only 
worked in the town for two weeks.  (I guess no-
body ever heard of coordinating schedules.)

… two rival Mexican religious groups are based 
on soft drinks?  In the town of Chamula, located in 
the southern state of Chiapas, Mexico, shamans in 
a religious group began using Coca-Cola™ in their 
rituals to heal worshipers.  When word of this got 
back to rival Pepsi-Cola™, that company began 
giving commissions to shamans to get them to rec-
ommend Pepsi instead.  Coke did the same thing, 
and now in Chamula there’s the Coca-Cola group 
and the Pepsi group.  The “Coca-Cola Church” is 
actually a tourist attraction.  (I got nothing here, 
folks.)

… engagement rings are expensive because of 
a marketing ploy?  The “standard” value of an en-
gagement ring is said to be two months’ salary for 
the prospective groom.  This arbitrary standard 
was created by the DeBeers Diamond Company’s 
advertising agency.  Additional trivia note:  Dia-
monds are only valuable, some sources say, be-
cause of DeBeers.  The company keeps millions 
of dollars worth of diamonds hidden in order to 
drive up the price of those on the market, or so it 
is alleged.

Now... you know!

By JACK BAGLEY
Georgia Trust For Local News

Was a well-known American 
general nominated three 
times for the Medal of Honor?

Too many flavors of toothpaste

While doing a little light housework 
the other day, I discovered a glob of fluo-
rescent blue gel at the bottom of the sink.

My daughter, like most little girls, 
is enamored with all things squishy or 
made of clay and slime, and she, like 
seemingly everyone in her circle of in-
fluence, loves to play mad scientist with 
these gooey toys, creating their own out 
of plastic wrap and balloons or dissect-
ing the ones I spent my hard-earned 
money on. I have spent too much of my 
life unclogging drains congested with 
the leftovers of her experiments At first 
I believed my afternoon was going to 
be booked up taking apart another ob-
structed P-trap. 

I tried to wipe away the substance 
with the rag clutched in my fist and the 
azure sludge only smeared across the 
white ceramic surface. My initial fear 
was assuaged; it wasn't slime, it was 
toothpaste. 

I had two thoughts as I continued 
to scrub away at the ever-spreading 
smudge: Why does something meant 
to clean your teeth make such a mess 
everywhere else and how well are the 
members of my household, particularly 
the youngest ones, brushing their teeth 
when most of the toothpaste ends up at 
the bottom of the sink? 

There are two kinds of people in this 
world - those who are shrewd practi-
tioners of oral hygiene and those who 
take a lackadaisical approach to brush-
ing and flossing. I've been on both ends 
of this spectrum and both sides keep the 
dentist office busy. 

I'm always surprised at the variety of 
flavors toothpaste comes in these days. 
For decades of my life I believed there 
was mint and cinnamon, the latter being 

only for old people. At every visit for a 
cleaning the list grows longer and longer. 
It takes the poor hygienist more time to 
rattle off the options than it does to actu-
ally brush my teeth. Among the popular 
offerings, I'm told, is birthday cake. 

It seems counterintuitive, yes, but 
maybe the good people at Colgate are 
getting desperate.  

The Egyptians were the first people to 
develop an oral hygiene routine. Some 
5,000 years ago, the first tooth cleaner 
was concocted out of the ashes of burnt 
ox hooves, pumice and egg shells. The 
Greeks and Romans improved on the 
recipe, if you can call it that, by adding 
crushed bones and oyster shells. Appar-
ently garbage is good for the teeth.

Ironically, the toothbrush didn't come 
along until more than 3,000 years later. 
A clever soul living in China during the 
Tang Dynasty, attached hog hair bris-
tles to a piece of bamboo. Rumor has it 
that the inventor was known for his less-
than-stellar good looks and was trying to 
find a way to impress the ladies. 

Fluoride wasn't clinically proven to 
benefit teeth until the 1950s, though  the 
chemical was added to the drinking wa-
ter supply of Flint, Michigan in 1945. An 
attendant was stationed at all municipal 
water fountains to ask thirsty partak-
ers if they wanted mint or cinnamon. 
The latter being only for the elderly, of 
course.   

Back in the confines of my own home, 
with a freshly cleaned sink, at least until 
the next tooth brushing session, I'm just 
thankful that toothpaste evolved from 
animal parts and bone meal. 

The next time I'm at the dentist, I 
think I'll give birthday cake a try.

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY
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Editor's Note: This col-
umn was originally pub-
lished in the Sept. 18, 2024 
edition of the Tri-County 
Connector.

Are you happy? If so, 
I am happy. But you and I 
might be exceptions. I just 
read a report by WalletHub, 
a personal finance compa-
ny, that ranks the 50 states 
on a number of metrics to 
determine which states are 
the happiest. Georgia is list-
ed as the 20th happy state.

The criteria for deter-
mining how happy we are 
include things like our emo-
tional wellbeing, how much 
sleep we get, how many 
hours we work, whether or 
not we're depressed, how 
safe are we, rate of suicides, 
whether or not we volun-
teer, engage in sporting ac-
tivities and number of di-
vorces.

As usual, we beat Mis-
sissippi (42nd), Alabama 
(44th), West Virginia 
(48th), Arkansas (49th) and 
poor old Louisiana (50th 
out of 50) in being happy 
like we beat them in every-
thing else. That makes me 
happy. Bless their hearts.

A number of the states in 
the Northeast were deemed 
happier than Georgia. Wal-
letHub doesn’t say why, but 
I think it is because many 
of their citizens got tired 
of living in a place where 
it snows ten months a year 
and all the buildings are 
rusted and decided to move 
South, which made those 
who stayed behind happy 
because they got tired of 
all the whining. It may also 

explain why we dropped to 
20th because they settled 
here and we have to listen 
to them make fun of how we 
talk.

Before you ask, Hawaii 
rates No. 1 on the happiness 
scale. WalletHub says it is 
because Hawaiians enjoy 
great physical health, low 
unemployment, the lon-
gest life expectancy in the 
U.S. and the second-highest 
share of households with 
an annual income above 
$75,000. That, in spite of 
the fact that U.S. Geolog-
ical Survey says Hawaii 
experiences thousands of 
earthquakes every year. It 
was interesting to note also 
that Hawaiians ranked dead 
last in getting an adequate 
night’s sleep. I guess wor-
rying about thousands of 

earthquakes annually can 
do that to a person.

Maryland was the second 
happiest state. WalletHub 
says one big reason is Mary-
landers like what they do. A 
bunch of them are federal 
bureaucrats in Washing-
ton, D.C., which means they 
have lifetime employment. 
Federal bureaucrats never 
get fired. What’s not to like 
about that?

I must also note that 
New Jersey was rated the 
third happiest. The Beloved 
Woman Who Shared My 
Name was born in New Jer-
sey, even though she moved 
to Georgia when she was 
4 years old and developed 
a classic Southern accent. 
When asked where she was 
born, she would say “Noow-
uk,” roughly approximating 

“Newark.”
According to Wal-

letHub’s analysis, New Jer-
sey natives have “support-
ive relationships and love in 
their lives” and “happiness 
in their marriages.” I can 
personally vouch for that, 
even those who moved from 
Noowuk when they were 4 
years old.

The bigger question is 
why does the Great State of 
Georgia, home to the old-
est-state chartered univer-
sity in the nation and the 
possessor of the greatest 
state song in the history 
of the world, “Georgia on 
my Mind” as sung by Ray 
Charles Robinson, of Alba-
ny, Georgia, rate only 20th 
in happiness?

I may be a part of the 
reason if my mail is any in-

dication. I have opined on 
several occasions about the 
desire of an Alabama-based 
company, Twin Pines Min-
erals, to mine titanium di-
oxide in our Okefenokee 
National Wildlife Refuge 
so the world will never run 
short of toothpaste whiten-
er. No one seems to have 
mentioned that there is tita-
nium dioxide available to be 
mined in – are you ready? – 
Alabama.

Knowing this has made 
a lot of you very unhappy. 
Having chemical giant Che-
mours rumored to be buy-

ing out Twin Pines seems 
to have made you even an-
grier, particularly when the 
company said in 2022 that 
it had no intention to buy 
the project from Twin Pines 
Minerals.

Proponents of drag min-
ing Trail Ridge aren’t hap-
py with me, either. Gum-
my-Moving Ox (I can’t 
make this stuff up) wrote 
and said he hopes my teeth 
rot out. A local timber baron 
is not real pleased with me, 
I understand, but not be-
cause of my dental hygiene.

I suspect Gov. Kemp, 
State Senate Majority Lead-
er Steve Gooch and Rep. 
Lynn Smith aren’t real hap-
py with all the controversy 
but no one knows because 
they aren’t talking.

But let us end on a happy 
note. At least we don’t have 
thousands of earthquakes 
a year to keep us awake at 
night and there is a good 
chance we will never run 
out of toothpaste whitener. 
I don’t know about you, but 
I am happier already.

I am happy to be living in such a happy state of mind

DICK YARBROUGH

I try not to think about the fact 
that college was almost four de-
cades ago. Like many, so much of 
what I learned in Athens occurred 
outside the classroom yet occa-
sional lessons from coursework 
appear as flashbacks in reaction 
to the modern world’s events all 
these years later.

My degrees, a B.B.A. from UGA 
and later a Master’s from Georgia 
State are in Economics. There’s 
currently an online debate about 
who gets to call themselves (and 
demand others refer to them as) 
an Economist. 

I don’t, and I never have. I’ve 
been a banker, a builder, held a 
finance role for a large auto deal-
ership group, helped manage a 
phone system for the U.S. Army 
Reserve, sold a similar system/
program to NASA, and more re-
cently have been a consultant, 
writer, publisher, and lobbyist.

For a brief while in all those 
years I was also an adjunct profes-
sor of Economics and Small Busi-
ness. It was one of the endeavors 
I probably enjoyed the most. As 
someone trained in economics, 
I also understood the concept of 
opportunity cost. 

Life decisions aren’t all about 
what makes you the happiest, un-

fortunately. Fulfillment and en-
joyment are certainly important. 

Money isn’t everything, either. 
I’ve turned down job opportuni-
ties and clients that would have 
paid very well. Each of those had 
high costs on my time, personal 
life, and/or morals and ethics. 

Big life decisions have major 
opportunity costs. It’s somewhat 
similar to the 1970’s game show 
“Let’s Make A Deal”. When you 
pick one door, you give up what is 
behind others. This is opportunity 
cost.

The problem with economics is 
few wish to study it or make an ef-
fort to understand it. The reaction 
to the subject, to quote one of my 
sisters, is “Ewwwww”.  

Yet many still wish to use the 
economic signals we get every day 
not just for their own choices, but 
for others. Many a political argu-
ment ends after making an often 
errant point with “it’s just Econ 
101”.

The problem with this line of 
reasoning is that foundational 
classes in Economics are meat to 
teach the most basic of concepts. 
There are many assumptions one 
must make to have the elemental 
“Marshallian Cross” lines of sup-
ply and demand actually work 

that some can miss why signals 
sometimes fail in the real world.  

It’s hard to blame the general 
public for this when they have so 
much help in misunderstanding 
the complexities of economic ac-
tion and reaction. Few journalists 
have even a foundational course in 
Econ. Many of their stories begin 
with good intentions to inform, 
but their own industry’s failures 
to understand markets and mar-
ket reaction lead to poor reporting 
and thus greater public misunder-
standing.

No better example of this is the 
coverage of the Federal Reserve 
setting a benchmark for short 
term interest rates. The Fed con-
trols short term rates by buying 
and selling bonds to achieve a rel-
atively stable price and thus inter-
est rate on these instruments.  

Too often the reporting of 
these decisions goes something 
like “The Fed raised interest rates 
today, so expect the cost of your 
mortgage to go up.”  The problem 
is, mortgage rates are long term 
rates, which the market sets gen-
erally based on long term inflation 
fears. Most of the time, a fed de-
cision to raise or lower rates is to 
fight inflation, and thus the reac-

tion between long and short term 
rates is like a see-saw.  

Because raising short term 
rates shows the Fed is fighting in-
flation, mortgage rates will often 
actually come down when “inter-
est rates are raised”.  Yet it’s often 
reported as the opposite cause 
and effect.

Then there are politicians and 
their consultants. They want you 
to believe the slogans they put on 
bumper stickers which come from 
partisan dogma are long standing 
economic treatises. 

Too many conservatives be-
lieve every time you cut taxes you 
get an increase in revenue. If this 
were true, we would have infinite 

revenues just by eliminating tax-
es.  That’s what happens if you 
just keep cutting according to this 
bumper sticker theory. 

Too many progressives be-
lieve the government can spend 
its way into prosperity, even if it 
means confiscating the wealth of 
the prosperous. The people who 
want to take profits out of our 
system don’t seem to understand 
that our entire tax system is based 
on taking a percentage of profits 
– while leaving an incentive for 
private citizens to take risks and 
make profits so that they can keep 
at least some of it.

Each side comes loaded with 
their own out of context economic 
headlines to “prove their points”, 
not unlike an atheist quoting out 
of context scripture to assert mor-
al high ground. We are at this 
point of the campaign cycle and on 
the precipice of a Presidential race 
where these examples abound.

They have me harkening back 
not to one of my Economics cours-
es, but to my intro to Statistics 
taught by Dr. Whitten at UGA in 
the 1980’s.  Beware, she cautioned 
at the beginning of the course, of 
what you’re about to learn. In this 
world, there are lies, damned lies, 
and then there are statistics.

Beware of politicians bearing economic stats

CHARLIE HARPER
GEORGIA POLITICS

SANDY SPRINGS – The 
friends of Georgia Radio 
Hall of Fame gathered here 
for its annual awards ban-
quet last weekend.  The 
event drew old friends and 
honorees, new faces, and a 
litany of supporters who ap-
preciate local radio.

 The “friends” also in-
ducted five radio personal-
ities into its Hall of Fame, 
including Dallas McCade, 
the robust personality of 
Kicks 101.5; Greg Street, 
V103 (VEE); Marcy Wil-
liams, a trailblazing female 
anchor at WSB’s 95.5 FM; 
and Joel Williams, perhaps 
Northeast Georgia’s best-
known radio morning host 
on WCON’s My Country 
99.3 in Cornelia.

 Dallas McCade is not 
only known for her love of 
country music, she, if she 
could afford it, would take 
in every stray animal in the 

state.  Greg Street, a fishing 
buddy of Georgia’s Jonas 
Jennings, still working with 
the Dawgs, has been a main-
stay on WVEE since the 
90s, an afternoon anchor 
with his 6:00 p.m. theme: 
“It’s 6:00 o’clock, it’s 6:00 
o’clock. It’s time for Greg 
Street to Rock.”  He has en-
tertained Atlanta audiences 
for years and has never met 
a charity he didn’t like.

Marcy Williams, a grad-
uate of Princeton, is the 
only Ivy Leaguer in the 
group. She is an iconoclast 
who has gone where wom-
en have never gone before.  
She had gigs in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco before 
settling in with WSB’s 95.5 
FM in 1993.

 Joel Williams has 
reached “beloved” status 
with his morning show, 
which he co-hosts with Re-
becca Biddy at My Country, 

99.3 WCON, Cornelia.
 I know Joel best among 

the inductees, and beyond 
our on-air conversations 
each week in the fall, I enjoy 
the occasional interludes 
with his family, including 
his charming wife, B.J., who 
also has a long on-air re-
lationship with WDUN in 
Gainesville.

 When you preview the 
resumes of these local stars, 

you find them all keen on 
community support and 
making people feel good 
when they might be having 
a bad day.

 They initiate and throw 
their support for the com-
munities they serve.  They 
never take their status for 
granted, and they are all 
about reaching out to oth-
ers, underscoring charity 
and having fun.

 When on air, they are 
proponents of goodwill, and 
if they could they would 
build a campfire and invite 
the whole world to embrace 
and sing kumbaya.  

 One of the things I have 
always enjoyed about local 
radio stars is that, in ad-
dition to entertaining the 
constituency, are keen on 
extending a helping hand. 
I was taken by the selfless-
ness these local stars have 
in their communities and 
the goodwill that comes 
from what they do in their 
respective neighborhoods. 

 With this group, you 

have a rap star, country 
music stars, and the con-
summate storyteller who 
has been a breaker of icons 
for women in radio, whose 
theme is to put the listener 
first.

 Neil Williamson, long-
time sports executive at 
WSB and who has for de-
cades been the host of the 
UGA Tailgate Show, was 
the emcee. He brought lev-
ity and insightful remarks 
relating to the inductees, 
which made it a lively eve-
ning.

 When these exceptional 
radio personalities have a 
guest on the air with them, 
you feel you are sitting in 
on a fireside chat. I remem-
ber growing up when coun-
try singer Eddy Arnold did 
those Purina commercials, 
I felt that he was talking to 
me personally. I certainly 
wanted to buy Purina Dog 
Chow for the family hound 
dog.

 The Friends of Georgia 
Radio, led by Dr. Dale Van 

Cantfort, are enterprising in 
one very special way. They 
raise money and donate 
scholarships to aspiring col-
lege undergraduates who 
are interested in pursuing a 
radio career.

 Those honored many 
very well become a star of 
tomorrow trying to make 
the day of their peers and 
generation as the aforemen-
tioned Hall of Famers have 
done in their time.  

 To make everybody’s 
day, how about these Inter-
net radio quips?

What do you call the av-
erage radio? Stereo-typical.

How do radios say good-
bye?  They wave.

Why was the radio tired 
after work?  It had too many 
watt hours.

It was a good evening, 
and reminded all in atten-
dance that local radio 

Is not just entertain-
ment, it is the home of 
goodwill with an accent on 
giving back to their commu-
nities.  How nice!  

Friends of Georgia radio

LORAN SMITH
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getting contributions on the 
ground from Waters, Zacori-
an Graddy and Webb before 
Scott scored on an 11-yard 
run. Jackson’s extra point 
made it 28-0 with 6:09 re-
maining before halftime.

 The Trojans nearly add-
ed another score late in the 
second quarter. Facing third-
and-15, Wombles found De-
vero for 29 yards to the War-
ren County 17, but the drive 
eventually ended on downs.

 Warren County then put 
together one of its best of-
fensive stretches of the night, 
breaking runs of 29 and 28 
yards before the half. But 
once again the JoCo defense 
kept the Screaming Devils 
out of the end zone, send-
ing the Trojans to the locker 
room with a 28-0 advantage.

 Johnson County head 
coach Don Norton was par-
ticularly pleased with the de-
fensive performance.

 “Always glad in getting 
the win, but we were proud 
of our defense,” Norton said. 
“Getting a goal-line stand for 
the third week in a row, and 
everyone got to play. You 
know, always good to get a 
Thursday night win versus 
Warren County.”

 The three-week stretch 
Norton referenced dates back 
to Johnson County’s second 
and final preseason scrim-
mage, and has continued 
through the regular-season 
victories over East Laurens 
and Warren County.

 Any thought of a Warren 
County comeback disap-
peared almost immediately 
after halftime.

 Scott fielded the opening 

kickoff and raced 75 yards to 
the Warren County 11. Four 
plays later, on fourth-and-
goal from the 5, he scored 
his fourth touchdown of the 
night. Jackson’s fifth PAT 
pushed the lead to 35-0 and 
completed the scoring.

 Scott finished with 77 
yards on seven carries and 
three rushing touchdowns 
while adding an 11-yard 
touchdown reception. He 
produced 88 yards from 
scrimmage on only nine of-
fensive touches, in addition 
to a 75-yard kickoff return 
and 16 yards on three punt 
returns.

 The Trojans did most of 
their damage on the ground, 
rushing for 244 yards on 35 
attempts — an average of 7.0 
yards per carry.

 Taylor gained 46 yards on 
only two carries, Waters add-
ed 41 yards on five attempts 

and Webb finished with 36 
yards and a touchdown on 
eight carries.

 Norton also praised the 
big guys up front who do 
much of their work without 
showing up in the statistics.

 “Our offensive line played 
well,” Norton said. “I was 
proud for them.”

 Wombles accounted for 
Johnson County’s 59 passing 
yards and threw the touch-
down to Scott. Devero caught 
two passes for 48 yards, in-
cluding the 29-yard recep-
tion late in the first half.

 As productive as the of-
fense was, the defense re-
peatedly prevented Warren 
County from turning its yard-
age into points.

 The Screaming Devils fin-
ished with 228 yards of total 
offense, including 227 on the 
ground, but turned the ball 
over four times. Webb inter-

cepted two passes, while Tay-
lor recovered two fumbles.

 Warren County converted 
only two of 14 third-down op-
portunities. Johnson County 
also kept the Screaming Dev-
ils off the scoreboard despite 
Warren converting three of 
four fourth-down attempts 
and finishing with 12 first 
downs.

 The Trojans finished with 
303 yards of total offense 
and 18 first downs. Johnson 
County converted four of 11 
third downs and one of two 
fourth downs while playing 
turnover-free football. The 
Trojans were penalized nine 
times for 81 yards.

 Norton said the effort and 
pursuit of his defense stood 
out.

 “We hustled to the ball 
very well,” Norton said. “I 
was extremely proud of that, 
and came out and had some 
good hits. You know, I was 
very proud and saw some 
good leadership out there.”

 The victory did come with 
a significant loss for the Tro-
jans. Backup quarterback 
Gus Ragan suffered a sea-
son-ending injury during the 
first half, but his attention 
afterward remained on what 
his teammates could accom-
plish.

 “I think we have a chance 
to go a long way,” Ragan said. 
“Everybody wants to put in 
the work. There’s nobody 
that likes to take days off. It’s 
well-led by seniors, and even 
though I can’t play anymore, 
I’m excited to see what they 
can do.”

 Johnson County will now 
have an open week before re-
turning to action on the road 
against the Wheeler County 
Bulldogs.
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Dear Editor, 
O the debt we owe to teachers, administrators, 

and support staff, and all who make education 
happen for our children year after year. Parents, 
of course, are our first teachers, and can do so 
much to support their children’s learning experi-
ence at school. The rest of us have a role here, too, 
as encouragers and mentors.

Now is a good time to recall that a chief pur-
pose of education is to prepare us to be citizens. 
And in so far as it serves to form character and 
teaches us to reason, every aspect of education 
contributes to this end. But there remains a seri-
ous gap today in education for citizenship. With 
the emphasis on STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) and the testing 
pressures that come with No Child Left Behind, 
subjects like Civics have been deemphasized. 
Moreover, folks who study these trends, tells us 
that in today’s polarized environment it’s easier 
not to bother, and also that many teachers today 
feel unprepared. Not surprisingly, as a nation we 
are civically illiterate, not very knowledgeable 
about how our government was designed to work 
or about our history. This lack is detrimental for 
our nation.

But we can begin again and there are folks who 
are working at this effectively. There are good re-
sources available for teachers and school systems. 
Just an initial internet search led me to The San-
dra Day O’Connor Institute and then to the Na-
tional Constitution Center’s Civics Virtue Course, 
featuring “primary source readings, interpretive 
essays, and guided reflection activities designed 
to connect historical ideas, civics, character, and 
the common good.” Among state and county sys-
tem initiatives there is the Illinois Civics Hub/ Il-
linois Democracy Schools. They have staff in place 
committed to equipping teachers and fostering 
civics education. As they propose, “2026 marks a 
period of reflective patriotism in conjunction with 
America’s 250th anniversary, it is also important 
to look ahead—considering how we equip young 
people with the knowledge, skills, and disposi-
tions needed for the future of our democracy.”

It’s important that educators not be cowed into 
not speaking about our political life because it is a 
hot topic. I suspect that our young people are ea-
ger to process what they’re hearing about nation-
al and world affairs To their credit, many of our 
schools already are actively promoting respect 
and kindness on campus. A next step would be 
for our school systems to adopt a policy of “insti-
tutional neutrality” regarding political opinions, 
while working to promote open and thoughtful 
dialogue. Also, we may recall here that knowl-
edge and love tend to support each other. We are 
inclined to learn about what we love and to love 
what we learn about. Let learning flourish then 
and truth be honored that love may follow.

Because this is our 250th anniversary year and 
because of the brokenness we’re experiencing in 
our life as a nation, this is a teachable moment. 
And again, I suspect that our young people are 
more ready than we realize to be taken seriously 
as citizens. For the sake of their development as 
persons and for the health of our nation, may we 
do so.

Steve Bullington, Adrian, Georgia

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Teaching tomorrow's citizens

TROJANS
Continued from page 1

Thursday was a second-straight memorable night for Jeremi-
ah Scott, who scored another four touchdowns (three rushing 
and one receiving) on 179 all-purpose yards/RALPH JACKSON

For Chan, wearing the badge 
means having the opportu-
nity to protect and serve not 
only a community, but the 
place he has always called 
home.

Sheriff Rowland shared 
his pride in seeing Chan 
grow both personally and 
professionally within the de-
partment.

“There is something spe-
cial about watching one of 
our own work their way up 
through the ranks. Chan 
came to us as a Detention 
Officer, put in the work, and 
made the commitment to 
continue his training and 
become a Deputy. He grew 
up here, he knows the people 
of Johnson County, and this 
community means some-
thing to him. I’m proud of 
what he has accomplished, 
and I look forward to watch-
ing him continue to grow as 
a law enforcement officer 
while protecting and serving 
the same community that 
helped raise him.”

Johnson County warm-
ly welcomes Deputy Chan 
Sumner and congratulates 
him on this outstanding 
accomplishment. We are 
proud to have one of our own 
serving his hometown and 
look forward to the years of 
service ahead.

JCSO DEPUTY
Continued from page 1

petitions about robotics. That 
same gesture sparked an inter-
est in robotics that has grown 
into a passion and I now con-
sider it as a career.”

Mary Beth Thompson has 
served as an educator with the 
Johnson County School Sys-
tem for 32 years. She and her 
husband, Marty, have three 
children, Emily, Avery and 
Landry, a son-in-law, Chad 
Wyatt, daughter-in-law, Hai-
ley, and grandchildren, Thom 
and Honey. She is an avid Tro-
jan fan and attends Mt. Olive 
Church of the Nazarene. She 
was previously recognized as 
Rotary Teacher of the Month 
by Allyson Sanchez and was 
awarded My Teacher is Tops 
by Mary Grace Winfrey. Her 

hobbies include being a true 
crime junkie, participating in 
Trivia on Thursday nights at 
Cattle Bay, and chauffeuring 
her grandchildren around.

She says she has been in-
volved in Maci’s education-
al journey since Elementary 
School.

“She was so shy in her early 
years but I have watched her 
blossom into a beautiful young 
lady. I knew from the begin-
ning she would do something 
in the technology field. She has 
competed in RESA Technolo-
gy Fair for many consecutive 
years  and always brought the 
gold home for Johnson Coun-
ty. It has been a pleasure to 
see her soar. She has a great 
support team but her mama is 
truly her greatest asset. I am so 
proud of Maci.”

ROTARY CLUB
Continued from page 2
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