
 Time is running out for 
local high school students 
to take part a program that 
will teach them more about 
becoming an entrepreneur.
 Laurens County recent-
ly announced its second 
year in partnership with 
the Georgia FLEX (Foun-
dational Leadership and 
Entrepreneur Experience)  
program, which is an initia-
tive that equips high school 
students to learn real-world 

business skills, along with 
a chance to win money and 
prizes. Not to mention, gain 
a lot of business experience.
 This program is only 
available to 27 rural com-
munities in the state. Stu-
dents get to create their own 
businesses while learning 
about leadership and busi-
ness skills, said Sara Kolbie, 
who is the Laurens County 
FLEX team leader. 
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 Gov. Brian Kemp appointed re-
placements Wednesday for the sus-
pended Dublin City Board of Educa-
tion, and the new members include 
former educators, a banker, govern-
ment consultants and a former hu-
man resources director.
 Kemp's executive order describes 
the appointments as "temporary," 
because the suspended board mem-
bers can still petition the governor 
for reinstatement. Should no one 
appeal, the new board members will 
become permanent and serve until 
their respective seats come up for 
election.
 The new board members are: 
 • District 1 – Teresa Holliday, 

program manager with Community 
Service Board of Middle Georgia 
 • District 2 – D'Andrea King, re-
tired Dublin City elementary school 
teacher
 • District 3 – Randy Frederick 
Green, an energy and sustainability 
consultant and retired manager for 
Georgia Tech's Georgia Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership
 • District 4 – Priscilla Adams, 
former director of Georgia Military 
College's Dublin satellite campus
 • Super District 1 – Angela 
Wright, banking officer and local 
bank branch manager 
 • Super District 2 – David West-
erfield, former Mohawk human re-
sources director and Communities 
in Schools board chairman
 • At-Large – Douglas Eaves, lo-

cal business owner and longtime 
government consultant.
 Kemp suspended the Dublin 
board Aug. 17, at the unanimous 
recommendation of the state Board 
of Education, following a 10-hour 
suspension hearing, convened un-
der state law after a yearlong finan-
cial crisis put the district's accredi-
tation in peril.
 Dublin City faced a projected 
$13.4 milliondeficit after the state 
revealed last August that the district 
owed $6 million in past-due health 
plan payments. Suspension hearing 
testimony highlighted the district's 
long history of financial struggles 
and how the board has repeatedly 

Kemp picks replacements 
for suspended school board

New school board appointee Doug Eaves addresses the Dublin 
school board during a tax increase hearing last November. Eaves 
encouraged the board to convert to a zero-based budget, starting 
from scratch each fiscal year. "If you don't want to consolidate, 
you're going to really have to look at your programs," Eaves said
/RODNEY MANLEY, File

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

Former members could still petition for reinstatement

SCHOOL BOARD
Continued on page 10

'I want 
to help 
people'
First recipient 
of rodeo-funded 
scholarship is
following in fallen 
officer's footsteps 

 The recipient of the first 
Dylan Harrison scholarship 
has the same passion for 
helping others as the late 
law officer, something Har-
rison’s mother has seen up 
close.
 Dayten Yarbrough stood 
behind Harrison’s family 
just before the start of the 
second Shields & Spurs Pro 
Rodeo last weekend at the 
Southern Pines Ag & Expo 
Arena. Harrison’s father, 
Jeff, and mother, Kathy, an-
nounced Yarbrough as the 
first recipient of the Har-
rison scholarship, which 
came from funds raised 
from the Shields & Spurs 
event last year.
 “I knew what he had 
done, and he is just a 
good-hearted, selfless boy,” 
Kathy said. “I know beyond 
a shadow of a doubt that 
Dylan would have picked 
him as well. He would have 

Children chase a calf during a game at last weekend's Shields & Spurs Rodeo at the Southern Pines Ag & Expo Center/DANNY SCARBORO

Jeff and Kathy Harrison with Dayten Yarbrough (center), 
the first recipient of the scholarship awarded in the honor 
of their late son, Dylan/PAYTON TOWNS III

handpicked him.” 
 Yarbrough, who grad-
uated from West Laurens 
High School last May, is 
currently taking a fire class 
until January and is testing 
for his National Registry of 
Emergency Medical Techni-
cians. Once he passes that 
tests Yarbrough will get to 
work in an ambulance.
 “It was definitely a honor 
when I got the scholarship,” 
Yarbrough said. “It has giv-
en me the courage to go out 
and be good in the commu-
nity like Dylan was. I am 
grateful Mrs. Kathy and 
them thought of me.” 
  Yarbrough knew of Har-
rison but did not know him 

personally. He was glad to 
know that he walked the 
same hallways that Harri-
son did when he attended 
WLHS.
 “At West Laurens, we 
are definitely pushing more 
public safety,” said Yar-
brough, adding that the 
school has an emergency 
medical technician, emer-
gency medical responder 
and fire courses. 
 “It really gets kids my 
age into it. Laurens County 
EMS and Laurens County 
Fire Department does a re-
ally good job putting this on 
for people like me.”
 Yarbrough’s ultimate 
goal is to be a flight nurse 

on Air Evac.
 “I want to help people 
to the best extent that I 
can,” he said. “Me being as 
small as I am, I feel like that 
would be the perfect job for 
me. The helicopter space is 
so small, and I love helping 
others.”
 Yarbrough is currently a 
youth leader at Baker Bap-
tist Church. Besides helping 
people physically, he also 
likes to help them spiritual-
ly.
 “I love getting into our 
community to help peo-
ple and spread the gospel 

SHIELDS & SPURS
 Continued on page 11

Local students encouraged to FLEX their entrepreneurial skills

Jazzel Diggs, a senior at West Laurens High School, was the local FLEX winner last year
/PAYTON TOWNS III, File

FLEX
Continued on page 10
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www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com Call 1-478-272-2300 for FREE CASE EVALUATION

The Laurens County Board of Commissioners will hold a 

public hearing on Tuesday, September 22, 2026 at 6:30 

P.M. for the purpose of closing that portion of Lowery 

School Road between the intersection of HatOff Church 

Road and Greg Couey Road. The hearing will be held at 

the Commissioner’s meeting room located at 117 East 

Jackson Street, Dublin, Georgia. 

If you have any questions or would like to make 

comments concerning the proposed abandonment of the 

aforementioned portion of road, please contact the 

Commissioner’s office or attend the public hearing. 

OBITUARIES

 Mary Ann Moore, known 
to family and friends as 
Ann, passed away on Sept. 
2, 2026, in Macon, Georgia, 
at the age of 80.

Ann was born on Nov. 
5, 1945, in Dublin, Georgia, 
to the late John Robert and 
Lorriene English Durden. 
She lived a life marked by 
faith, devotion to family and 
quiet strength, and she car-
ried those values with her 
throughout her years. She 
was preceded in death by 
her beloved husband, Don-
ald Eugene Moore.

Ann was a 1964 gradu-
ate of Dudley High and later 
completed her education at 
Crandall Business College. 
She went on to build a long 
and respected career, work-
ing for a number of years at 
C&S Bank before eventually 
retiring from Farmers Fur-
niture. Through her work, 
she was known for her de-
pendability, kindness, and 
strong sense of responsi-
bility. She approached each 
season of life with grace and 
a steady spirit that left a 
lasting impression on those 
who knew her.

A devoted Christian, 
Ann was a faithful member 
of Jefferson Street Bap-
tist Church. Her faith was 
an important part of her 
life and guided the way she 
cared for others and met the 
challenges of each day. She 
found comfort and joy in 
her church family and in the 
fellowship that came from 
sharing her beliefs with oth-
ers. Her life reflected the 
values of compassion, hu-
mility, and perseverance.

Ann had many interests 
that brought her happiness 
over the years. She loved 
music and was a talented 
soprano singer whose voice 
was a gift to those who heard 
it. She was also an avid Dub-
lin Fighting Irish fan and 
enjoyed cheering with en-
thusiasm and pride. One of 
her greatest joys was spend-
ing time with her daughter, 
Candace Jean Moore, and 
she especially cherished her 
weekly lunch dates with her 
sister, Betty Jo Price. These 
moments of companion-
ship and conversation were 
among the treasures of her 
life.

She is survived by her 
loving daughter, Candace 
Jean Moore, and her sis-
ter, Betty Jo Price. She also 
leaves behind many extend-
ed family members and 
friends who will remember 
her with affection and grat-
itude. Ann’s life was one of 
devotion, faith, and love, 
and her memory will con-
tinue to live on in the hearts 
of those who were blessed to 
know her.

Services were held at 
3 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 4, 
2026, at Mary Whitaker 
Townsend Memorial Chap-
el. The family will greet 
friends before the service 

Mary Ann Moore

 Garry Gene Oliver, 
known lovingly as Garry, 
passed away on Aug. 31, 
2026, in Dublin, Georgia, at 
the age of 77.

He was born on Sept. 
29, 1948, in Dublin, Geor-
gia, and spent his life root-
ed in the community he 
called home. Garry lived a 
life marked by hard work, 
loyalty, and devotion to the 
people he loved. He was a 
proud veteran of the United 
States Navy, and his years 
of service reflected the same 
strength, discipline, and 
commitment that guided 
him throughout his life.

Following his military 
service, Garry built a re-
spected career through his 
work with Rockwell Auto-
mation and later with Geor-
gia Public Television, where 
he eventually retired. He 
was known as a dependable 
and dedicated man who took 
pride in doing his work well. 
Those who knew him will 
remember his steady pres-
ence, his strong character, 
and the quiet dignity with 
which he carried himself.

Garry was also a man 
who enjoyed the simple 
pleasures of life. He was an 
avid hunter and fisherman, 
and he found great enjoy-
ment in the outdoors. He 
loved sports as well, having 
played football for Dublin 
High School and later con-
tinuing his athletics while 
serving in the Navy, where 
he also boxed.

Family was central to 
Garry’s life, and he trea-
sured the many relation-
ships that surrounded him. 
He was married to his be-
loved wife, Faye Oliver, for 
38 years, and their marriage 
was a lasting example of 
love, partnership, and de-
votion. He is survived by his 
son, Scott Oliver; his son, 
Ritchie Mullis; his daugh-
ter, Deanna Morgan; his 
brother, Billy Oliver Sr.; his 
brother, Jackie Oliver; his 
sister, Peggy Ivory; and his 
grandchildren, Chase Oli-
ver, Cam Oliver, and Olivia 
Brantley. He was preceded 
in death by his father, Gas-
ton Oliver; his mother, Ma-
vis Oliver; and his brother, 
Danny Oliver.

Garry will be remem-
bered for the love he gave to 
his family, the pride he took 
in his service, and the many 
ways he contributed to the 
lives of those around him. 
His life was one of persever-
ance, dedication, and quiet 
strength. He leaves behind 
a legacy of hard work, fam-
ily devotion, and cherished 
memories that will contin-
ue to live on in the hearts of 
those who knew and loved 
him.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com 
to sign the online memorial 
register.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of 
the arrangements.

Garry Gene Oliver

Linton Evans

 Celebration of life ser-
vices for deacon Linton Ev-
ans will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 5, 2026, at 2 p.m. Lo-
cation: Christian Hope Bap-
tist Church – 1792 GA Hwy 
26 E Cochran, Georgia. Pas-
tor Gregory Cutts will serve 
as eulogist. Interment will 
follow at Kurtz Cemetery.

Linton Evans was born 
on May 4, 1955, in Dublin, 
Georgia to Edward Evans Sr. 
and Doretha Perry Evans.

He retired from Bassett 
Furniture after 25 years of 
service as a supervisor. He 
enjoyed fishing, driving his 
convertible mustang, be-
ing and active member and 
deacon in church, spending 
time with his wife and fam-
ily and was a devoted Dallas 
Cowboys Fans.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents Edward Ev-
ans Sr. and Mrs. Doretha 
Perry Evans; brothers, Clin-
ton Evans "twin," Ulysses 
Evans and Albert Evans, Sr.

Deacon Linton Evans 
leaves to cherish his mem-
ory to his devoted wife of 
52 years, Mrs. Myrtle Kurtz 
Evans; son, Nicholas (Wen-
dy) Evans; daughter, Nicole 
(Antonio) Ingram; God-
daughter, Sierra Lashay 
Young; Goddaughter Misty 
(Myion) Farrow; special 
nephew and niece, Albert 
(Alice) Evans Jr.; special 
niece, Debra Rozier; sister, 
Dorothy (Prentice) Rozier; 
brothers, Eddie Evans and 
Edward Evans Jr.; grand-
children, Courtney Burch, 
Taylor Thorpe, Aaliyah O’ne-
al, Chelsea Evans, Joshua 
Evans, Dorian Evans, Chris-
tion Evans, Amiya Harvard, 
Justin Evans, Angel Evans; 
6 great grandchildren; sister 
in laws, Earlene Harris, Viv-
ian (Joe) Rudolph, Margaret 
Kurtz, Stacie (Tyrus) Mill-
er; brother in laws, Rodney 
Kurtz and J.L. Edmond and 
a host of other relatives and 
friends.

He will forever be re-
membered as “Papa.” He 
will be remembered for his 
love, his kindness, his love 
for his grandkids and how he 
loved his family and friends. 
His favorite soap opera was 
“The Young and The Rest-
less.” He had many that 
called him brother. He gave 
his heart in all he did daily. 
He loved sitting outdoors 
listening to great music. He 
leaves behind his best pal, 
his dog Parker. He will be 
greatly missed but forever 
honored and celebrated by 
his family.

Public viewing was held 
Friday, Sept. 4, 2026, from 
10 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Serenity Funeral Home 

 Funeral services for Mr. 
Clayton Tyrone Gordon will 
be held on Saturday, Sept. 5, 
2026, at 12 p.m. at the First 
African Baptist Church, 405 
Telfair Street in Dublin.  
Rev. Donald Gordon Jr will 
officiate. Rev. Keith Ander-
son will deliver the eulogy.  
Interment will follow in the 
Dudley Memorial Cemetery.

Clayton Tyrone Gor-
don was born Jan. 24, 1947 
in Dublin, Lauren County 
Georgia to Evelyn Gordon 
and Earnest Meyers.

Clayton spent his early 
year in Dublin and attended 
Oconee High School where 
he graduated in 1965. Clay-
ton was an active athlete and 
play football and basketball. 
He enjoyed swimming and 
would often spend the entire 
day at the local pool.

Clayton joined the First 
African Baptist Church 
where his family worshiped, 
and where he received bap-
tist youth training as a 
young man.

Clayton relocated to 
Rochester New York after 
graduation and worked at 
Schlegel Manufacturing 
before leaving for military 
service. He served in the U. 
S. Army and spent time in 
South Korea. After his tour 
was complete, he returned 
to Rochester N.Y. and was 
employed at Delco Prod-
uct Division, GMC. Clayton 
loved the stage and formed 
his own acting company, 
writing and performing 
plays thru-out western New 
York. Clayton was a cre-
ative minded person, always 
checking out the new fash-
ions looking for new things 
to wear create a new look.

Eventually life lead 
him back to Dublin Geor-
gia where he enjoyed the 
life style and he had many 
friends. Always the lead-
er, he was concerned more 
about others and cared 
enough to always lend a 
hand when needed. He will 
be missed but always live in 
our hearts.

Clayton leaves to mourn, 
son Allen (Amy) Clemmons 
of Haggerstown Md., sib-
lings Donald (Sheree) Gor-
don, Vanessa Flahn, Charles 
(Rosa) Sutton, Robert Sut-
ton, Ralph Sutton and Ken-
neth Sutton all of Rochester, 
New York, a host of nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Visitation will be held 
prior to the service on Sat-
urday, Sept. 5, 2026 from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-
Dudley.com

Services by Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.

Clayton Tyrone Gordon

Mary Lynn Reid

 Mary Lynn Reid, known 
to everyone as Lynn, passed 
away on Sept. 2, 2026, in 
Dublin, Georgia, at the age 
of 78.

Lynn was born on July 
17, 1948, in Eastman, Geor-
gia, to the late S.J. and Vel-
ma Pridgen Grubbs. She 
lived a life marked by love, 
devotion, and a warm spirit 
that touched the hearts of 
many. Her life reflected the 
values of kindness, loyalty, 
and a genuine appreciation 
for the people around her.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Tony 
Michael Reid; her son, Dan-
ny Gillis; her grandchildren, 
Kristin Gillis and Tyler Gil-
lis; her brother, Charles 
Grubbs her sisters; Peggy 
Spires, Judy Boutwell, and 
Jackie Conley; and her par-
ents. Their memories re-
mained close to her heart 
throughout her life. She also 
carried the love of those who 
survive her, including her 
sons, Dewayne Gillis and 
his wife Ann, and Keith Gil-
lis and his wife Katie. She is 
also survived by her sisters, 
Patsy Peacock and Susan 
Woodard and her husband 
Bill, as well as several nieces 
and nephews who will cher-
ish her memory.

Lynn spent 20 years 
working at the peanut stand 
for Hardy Farms, where she 
made numerous friends 
and became a familiar and 
beloved face to many. Her 
work was more than a job, 
as it was a place where her 
cheerful personality and 
easy conversation bright-
ened the days of those she 
met. She took pride in the 
relationships she built there 
and in the simple kindness 
she showed to others. Her 
presence left a lasting im-
pression on coworkers, cus-
tomers and friends alike.

Outside of work, Lynn 
enjoyed music, karaoke, 
and dancing. These interests 
brought her joy and reflect-
ed the lively and spirited 
nature that so many loved 
about her. She appreciated 
the moments that allowed 
her to laugh, sing, and share 
time with others. Whether 
listening to a favorite song 
or stepping out on the dance 
floor, she embraced life with 
enthusiasm and heart.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 8, 2026 at the Mary 
Whitaker Townsend Me-
morial Chapel of Townsend 
Brothers Funeral Home 
with Mr. Keith Gillis offici-
ating. Burial will follow at 
Northview Cemetery.

The family will receive 
friends from 10 a.m. until 11 
a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2026 
at the funeral home.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com 
to sign the online memorial 
register.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of 
the arrangements.

Nayfield Rivers
 Mr. Nayfield Rivers of 

Glenwood, Georgia passed 
away on Thursday, Sept. 3, 
2026. Funeral arrangements 
are incomplete at this time.

www.ServicesByDudley.
com.

Hellen Coney Pittman

Funeral services for Mrs. 
Hellen Coney Pittman will 
be held on Saturday, Sept. 
5, 2026 at 2 p.m. at the New 
Birth Church, Inc., 900 
MLK Jr. Drive in Dublin.  
Interment will follow in the 
Hatoff Baptist Church Cem-
etery, 1466 Hatoff Church 
Road in Dublin. 

Hellen Coney Pittman, of 
Dublin, Georgia, was a be-
loved mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, sister, 
aunt, godmother and cher-
ished member of her family. 
Her life was marked by her 
love for family, lasting rela-
tionships, and the many lives 
she touched.  Hellen was ed-
ucated in Dublin, Georgia, 
and was a proud graduate of 
Mary Fleming High School. 
Throughout her life, she re-
mained deeply connected 
to those she loved, creating 
memories that will be trea-
sured for generations.

She was preceded in 
death by her beloved hus-
band, Nelson Lemose “La-
mar” Pittman; her parents, 
Tommie Lee and Eunice 
Coney; her sisters, Mae Eve-
lyn Davis, Grace Sewell, and 
Juanita Coney; her brothers, 
Ronnie Coney, Maxie Coney, 
Bennie Earl Coney, Danny 
Coney, Tommie Lee Coney, 
Jr., and James Coney; and 
her stepdaughter, Patricia 
(William) Hood.

Hellen leaves to cher-
ish her memory her loving 
daughters, Connie (Willie) 
Lattimore and Kimberly 
Coney Turner; and her step-
daughter, Jackie (Shawn) 
Curtis, all of Dublin, Geor-
gia.

Her legacy continues 
through her grandchildren: 
granddaughters Jurnee 
Turner (Travon Harris), 
Tyranee Turner (Fabrice 
Valentine), Tinsley Curtis, 
and Jasmine Hood, all of 
Dublin, Georgia; and grand-
sons Cedric Hood of Atlan-
ta, Georgia, and Christopher 
Hood of Dexter, Georgia.

She also leaves her pre-
cious great-grandchildren, 
Trayce Turner Harris, Paige 
Harris, Aliyana Hood, Se-
renity Jade Southern, Wil-
liam Jayden Southern, Eli-
jah Hood and Naomi Hood, 
all of Dublin, Georgia.

Hellen is also survived 
by her sisters, Eddie Mae 
Ellington, Dorothy Coney 
Boston, Amigene Wright, 
Brenda (Tony) Chain, Shelia 
(Wayne) Hines, and Shirley 
Coney, all of Dublin, Geor-
gia; Jacquelyn (Alex) Da-
vis of Evans, Georgia; and 
Valene Coney of Hempstead, 
New York; her brother, Bon-
nie Gene Coney of Dublin, 
Georgia; and her brother-in-
law, Gerald Wright of Dub-
lin, Georgia.

Her beloved great-niece, 
Tangela Moore of Dublin, 
Georgia, held a special place 
in her heart, and the two 
shared a very special bond.

Hellen also leaves her 
beloved niece and nephew, 
Vangela Hines and Carlos 
Coney of Dublin, GA who 
she had a special part in 
raising. Also, her special 
goddaughters, Tonya Clover 
Sutton and Chiquita Pooler 
of Dublin, Georgia, along 
with a host of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, extended fam-
ily members, loved ones and 
her special “Sunday Crew” 
who carry treasured memo-
ries of her.

Though Hellen will be 
deeply missed, her legacy of 
love and devotion to family 
will live on in the hearts of 
all who knew and loved her.

Please post your condo-
lences online at Servicesby-

Dudley.com.
Services by Dudley Fu-

neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin.

at 2 p.m. The burial will 
follow at Dublin Memorial 
Gardens in Dublin, Georgia. 
Reverend Kyle Giddens will 
officiate.

Please visit www.
townsendfuneralhome.com 
to sign the online memorial 
register.

Townsend Brothers Fu-
neral Home has charge of 
the arrangements.

& Crematory - Dublin has 
charge of arrangements.
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* An isolated Israeli city 
with a high rate of deafness 
created their own sign lan-
guage as a way of communi-
cating.

* Pakistan was the first 
official Muslim nation in the 
world.

* An emoji of a building 
underneath a pink heart 
originally symbolized an 
invitation to meet at a Jap-
anese "love hotel," where 
rooms can be rented by the 
hour.

* At many European 
operas, whistling actually 
means boo.

* The Aetherius Society, 
a UFO religion, was found-
ed by George King in 1955 
after he claimed interplane-
tary sources instructed him 
to become "the Voice of In-
terplanetary Parliament."

* Cats have more bones 
than humans.

* According to several 
legends, if someone was bit-
ten by a suspected vampire, 
he or she should drink the 
ashes of a burned vampire.

* Rock climbing can im-
prove emotional or atten-
tion problems, such as anxi-
ety and ADHD.

* First performed in 
1999, the Sandpaper Ballet 
includes a musical number 
that sounds just like some-
one scratching sandpaper.

* An EF-3 tornado near 
Pampa, Texas, was so strong 
that it drove a corn stalk 
into a car's radiator.

* A mother admitted 
to attending her clique's 
"chickenpox party," a social 
gathering where parents ex-
pose unvaccinated children 
to the virus, even though 
her daughter had been vac-
cinated, because she feared 
rejection by the group if she 
didn't show up.

* Nearly 90% of Lon-
don's police officers don't 
carry firearms.

* Before the invention 
of electricity, the only elec-

tromagnetic wavelengths 
present on Earth in any sig-
nificant amount were those 
corresponding to the colors 
seen in a rainbow.

 Recently a friend of mine 
and former manager of a 
successful business enter-
prise shared in my pres-
ence the leadership he had 
witnessed in Truett Cathy, 
founder of Chick-fil-A. Be-
fore that unplanned eve-
ning experience in the Ma-
con, Georgia Chick-fil-A, 
my friend admits to being 
a "hard-charging” and de-
manding manager of his 
employees. 

 He had patterned his 
leadership style on what he 
saw in some of his compa-
ny’s national leaders. My 
friend admits that he was 
not sensitive enough to the 
lives and needs of his em-
ployees.

 That “hard-charging” 
and demanding concept 
of leadership changed for 
my friend that night at that 
Chick-fil-A by what he wit-
nessed in the life of Cathy. 
He watched this senior 
Christian gentleman and 
very successful business-
man move among the em-
ployees to affirm each one 
for his or her service to the 
public and to show his re-

spect for each employee 
… especially so to a special 
needs employee who was 
cleaning the floor and ta-
bles.

 Cathy embraced with 
kindness and respect this 
particular employee as if 
that employee were his own 
son. What a powerful exam-
ple of good and caring lead-
ership. He was a visible role 
model for my friend without 
being aware of the influence 
he was having on another 
customer who had stopped 
to eat. My friend’s own lead-
ership style was changed 
that night.

 Cathy of course was not 

perfect, but he put people 
and principles ahead of 
profit. Besides finding this 
highly successful restau-
rant chain, he taught eighth 
grade boys in Sunday school 
for many years, teaching 
them biblical standards on 
which to build their lives, 
and he founded the Win 
Shape Foundation in 1984, 
to help, “young people suc-
ceed in life through schol-
arships and other youth 
support programs.” (The 
Christian Index, Sept. 18, 
2014, p. 2)

 He was a man of God 
who practiced his faith in 
his everyday life and taught 

those principles to his fami-
ly and to his employees. At 
age 93, he was promoted to 
glory on Sept. 8, 2014, at 
his home surrounded by his 
loved ones. He is survived 

by his wife of 65 years, by 
his two sons and one daugh-
ter, by 19 grandchildren and 
by 18 great-grandchildren.

 My friend adopted the 
leadership of this outstand-

ing Christian businessman 
who had unknowingly that 
night passed on the caring 
leadership style of Jesus of 
Nazareth.

 Peace!

Moment of Inspiration
What’s in Your Heart?

 “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” – Psalms 119:11

What we put into our heart matters. Our thoughts, words, attitudes, and actions are often a reflection of 
what we have allowed to take root within us.

The psalmist understood the importance of filling his heart with God’s Word. He didn’t simply want to 
read Scripture; he wanted to hide it in his heart so that it would guide him when temptation came.

When God’s Word is in our hearts, it gives us wisdom when we need direction, strength when we are 
weak, and truth when the world tries to deceive us.

So today, ask yourself: What’s in your heart?
Is it anger, bitterness, worry, and worldly influences – or is it God’s Word, His truth, and His love? 
Fill your heart with God’s Word, and let His Word shape your life.

Prayer: Lord, help me to hide Your Word in my heart. Give me a heart that desires Your truth and help me to 

live according to Your Word each day. Keep me from sin and guide my thoughts, words, and actions. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

From the school carpool line: Thoughts on traffic 
 The city of Atlanta is known for a lot of things, but none 

more so than its traffic. 
The Phoenix City consistently ranks as the worst place 

in the country when it comes to the daily commute of the 
people who live and work there. Coincidently, Atlanta has 
the largest ratio of tree coverage of any city, so at least it 
feels like you're in nature while actually rotting away in the 
driver's seat. 

According the internet insurance broker The Zebra, 
about an extra 33 hours per year is spent in the car by At-
lanta drivers than their counterparts in other urban areas. 
The average commute in Hotlanta (the city also has a lot 
nicknames) is about 33 minutes each way. And that's only 
to go a mile or two down the street. 

To make matters worse, Georgia has one of the high-
est rates of fatal car crashes at about 16 per every 100,000 
people per year. And the drive time is only getting worse. 
Last year over 200 minutes were added to the rush hour 
commute time. 

I'm not sure how this data is collected, probably cell 
phone tracking. What an age to be alive, when the little 
computer in our pocket can tell us exactly how long we've 
been sitting on the downtown connector. Or maybe there's 
a man with a telescope on top of the Bank of America Plaza 
counting cars every morning and afternoon. It's a hell of a 
way to make a living, but it's honest work.   

I can vouch for A-Town's terrible traffic, though my 
experience was more than a decade ago. In another life I 
was one of those daily commuters, strapped into an auto-
mobile sitting idle in a sea of brake lights under the haze 
of exhaust-polluted air. The side effects of sitting in traffic 

include elevated stress levels, physical and mental strain, 
high blood pressure and, of course, breathing in those nox-
ious vehicle fumes, not to mention the abuse from verbal 
drivers, car horns and the obnoxious music coming from 
one lane over. 

The job that had me sitting in the car more than I was 
working didn't last long. I didn't even look for a new line of 
employment, but abandoned my post as soon as I was fi-
nancially able. Shortly thereafter, I fled the ATL altogether 
and returned to my rural nativity never to sit in daily traffic 
again. 

What a fool I was.
A new town should be topping the traffic list, sleepy lit-

tle Dudley, Georgia. And it's all thanks to the carpool line 
at the elementary school. Schools only been in session for a 
few weeks and each endeavor to pick up my child has taken 
no less than 30 minutes. No matter how I plan arrival, early 
or late, I'm stuck in a long line of cars, sometimes stretched 
beyond the city limits. I think some people drop off their 
child and then immediately claim a spot in the pick up line.

I lay the blame at no one but myself. I think it's a little 
cosmic payback for the foul words uttered under my breath, 
horn honked at a slow driver ahead of me and fist shaken at 
the stand-still traffic of my youth. 

Payback is a you-know-what, and I'd better get comfort-
able in the driver's seat again.

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY

Baby,	you	can	drive	my	car

Truett Cathy: Leadership by example

By JACK
BROWN

STRANGE BUT TRUE

By LUCIE WINBORNE
King Features



 For years in the Ath-
ens-Clarke community, 
the name Poss conjured up 
images of beer, barbecue, 
and Brunswick stew—and 
the colorful proprietor who 
not only oversaw the pro-
duction of “Poss Famous 
Foods,” but who also might 
be seen dishing out hash at 
a catered event. 

 He was hands on when it 
came to good food and good 
service.  With his down-
home style, he often provid-
ed entertainment with his 
engaging personality and 
his colorful story telling.

 His father began the 
company, but it was the son, 
Robert E. Poss Jr., who ex-
panded the business into re-
gional sales and developed 
a popular catering service. 
For years, he was the con-
cessionaire for Georgia foot-
ball and basketball game 
and built “Poss’ Lakeview,” 
which became a banquet 
and catering venue.

 He was jovially inclined 
to self-deprecation such 
as, “If you eat my product, 
you will think about me all 
night.”  He laughed loudest 
when the joke was on him.

 Eventually, his son, Bob-
by Poss, came along and fol-
lowed in his dad’s footsteps 
as a player at Athens High 
and later the University of 
Georgia. The senior Poss 
was a journeyman player, 
but the court jester of the 
team.  He was popular with 
his teammates.

 Line coach J. B. Whit-
worth was given to tell-
ing the team before a road 
game, “We are going to take 
40 players and Poss,” who 
took the quip good natured-
ly.  He loved Georgia and 
also loved being part of the 
team.

 He often said, if there 
was a poker game, he would 
join the table only if Frank 
Sinkwich pulled up a chair.  
He knew Coach Butts was 
not going to discipline Sink-
wich for being a participant 
in a card game.  

 With time running out in 
the Rose Bowl, Jan. 1, 1943, 

Poss ran on the field, pass-
ing the referee who was the 
timekeeper.  Poss shouted 
to the ref as he sprinted to 
the huddle, “Don’t fire that 
pistol, I’m going to play in 
the Rose Bowl.”

 Bobby, the son of the col-
orful R.E. Poss, Jr., lettered 
in 1969-70-71 as a snapping 
specialist for Vince Dool-
ey.  He often carried on a 
conversation with defen-
sive linemen who would fall 
victim to Bobby’s conver-
sational chicanery. His an-
tics either distracted them, 

reducing them to inconse-
quential inaction on a play, 
or caused them to jump off-
sides, bringing about a pen-
alty that frequently resulted 
in a first down for the Bull-
dogs.

 Like his dad, he was the 
court jester of his teams.  
Bobby, who passed away 
last weekend,  was always a 
good teammate and enjoyed 
good food and good times at 
the Poss home on Riverhill 
Drive in the Beachwood sec-
tion of Athens.

 Many kids who needed 
a job often found opportu-
nities at one of the Poss’s 
venues.   Like father, like 
son, they always found ways 
to extend a helping hand to 
enterprising students.  They 
worked in the best envi-
ronment where there were 
plenty of laughs.

 After R. E. Poss liquidat-
ed the company, he owned 
significant real estate hold-
ings and retired from the 
food business.  Bobby grew 
up in the family food pro-
duction and catering ac-
tivities and worked his last 
years with Northeast Sales 
Distributing Co., now under 

the direction of Frank Sink-
wich III.  With Miller Lite 
Beer a staple of the busi-
ness, Bobby in his down-
home vernacular would say, 
“If it ain’t Lite, it ain’t right.”  

 For years he provided a 
“warm-up” for the Athens 
Touchdown Club, in his red 
coat with championship 
hashmarks on his sleeve—a 
reminder that he carried on 
the Poss tradition of down-
home cooking, accenting 
everything with a colorful 
comment and a good story 
that often brought about 
uproarious laughter.

 His best friend, Arthur 
Steedman, buddies since 
grade school, has been privy 
to more escapades, practical 
jokes, and pranks that defy 
belief. “There will ever be 
another one like Bobby, and 
when you tell stories about 
him, people say, ‘That can’t 
be true; that’s got to be fic-
tion.’”

 However, it was their 
deep and abiding love of the 
Bulldogs that best identi-
fied them—both father and 
son—as Damn Good Dawgs.

By LORAN 
SMITH

 What is that one moment 
in time when you received 
news that just everything 
stopped?

 This was the question 
posed to us attending a 
men’s Bible study on the 
evening of Monday, Sept. 
10, 2001. 

My answer was the Chal-
lenger explosion in 1986. 
Majority of the other men 
mentioned President John 
F. Kennedy’s assassination 
and one even brought up 
the bombing of Pearl Har-
bor.

 After everyone had their 
chance to speak, one of the 
senior adult men said, “We 
will never have another mo-
ment like what happened at 
Pearl Harbor.” 

 That next Monday, when 
we reconvened for the 
study, the senior adult man 
said, “When it comes to 
what I said last week, I was 
wrong.” 

 What would be wrong 
is forgetting the events of 
September 11, 2001. That 
morning began with me 
reading a book about peo-
ple who survived the sur-
prise attack at Pearl Harbor. 
While I was preparing to go 
to work, many miles and 
states away, everyday peo-
ple were making their way 
to airports or work. 

 First responders were 
gearing up for what ap-
peared to be a nice fall day 

in the second week of Sep-
tember. 

Nothing could have pre-
pared them, or the rest of 
our country, from what was 
about to unfold.

 I knew something was 
different when I walked into 
the newsroom. Two of my 
co-workers were  standing 
at the small TV on the cab-
inet in the back of the room. 

The North Tower of the 
World Trade Center in New 
York was on fire, and right 
about the time I walked in, a 
second plane had struck the 
other tower.

 Mesmerized, we stood 
there watching everything 
as it happened. In one way, 
it seemed like a movie, but 
we knew it was real. Then 
out of nowhere, the cam-
era switched from the cha-
otic scene in New York to 

somewhere on the streets in 
Washington, D.C.

 That’s when we found 
out a plane had hit the Pen-
tagon. Someone had taken 
over our commercial planes 
and used them as weapons. 
Was anywhere safe?

 We watched the South 
Tower of the World Trade 
Center come down, which 
was followed shortly by an-
other plane crash in a field 
in Pennsylvania. Of course 
we later learned that this 
was United Flight 93 and it 
crashed because the passen-
gers fought back and tried 
to take the plane back from 
terrorists.

On 9/11, one of the dark-
est days in American histo-
ry, we saw and heard about 
first responders who brave-
ly ran into burning build-
ings to fight fires and get 

people out. 
We heard about people 

assisting their co-workers 
or even strangers as they 
worked to get out of the 
buildings.

 We heard about pas-
sengers and flight crews 
on United 93 who found 
out what was going on and 
made the decision to try to 
take the plane back from the 
terrorists. They did not re-
gain control but they made 
sure it never reached its 
destination.

 In the next couple of 
days, we will more than like-
ly see many shows trans-
porting us back to Sept. 11, 
2001. 

We will hear the stories 
of those who made it out 
of buildings and those who 
just missed being inside 
when the planes hit.

 Twenty-five years later, 
there are many who had not 
been born when 9/11 hap-
pened. 

They need to know the 
importance of that day and 
why we stop to remember 
those who perished that 
day and those who have 
died since from the various 
illnesses that came with 
working in the rubble of the 
World Trade Center.

 They need to know that 
America took a hit, but did 
not stay down. We got back 
up and showed the world 
what it means to be united.
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9/11, a day our country should never forget
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Boy you can sure tell 
you are not appreciated. 
When your job descrip-
tion is to fix a broken wa-
ter main and you may be 
out there a few hours after 
dark. You get treated like a 
hero. I have been out there 
many a night with gas 
breaks all night long try-
ing to find it. I didn’t get a 
thank you one.

 Man that yard sher-
iff is going to be trouble to 
you all. All will be paying 
fines before it is over with. 
How come every time we 
call in about a bad place 
in the road that needs to 
be fixed ASAP, and it’s bad 
and they ignore you and 
it goes on for months and 
months, do we get to fine 
them? Just saying.

 Please yard sheriff, 
don’t come to our neck of 
the woods. We like grow-
ing our grass long and 
having our junk cars. That 
way when the city gangster 
ride through and shoot, we 
have somewhere to hide.

 Could someone 
please let Matt Hatchett 
know the election is over 
and the signs need to be 
picked up? Thank you! Ed-
itor’s note: Actually, no, 
the election isn't over yet. 

 Dublin’s appear-
ance and reputation 
has spent a lot of time and 
energy trying to upgrade 
it and make it look good. 
What we have going on 
right now between the 
courthouse and city hall, 
particularly on a Saturday 
afternoon, is people go-
ing by with loud music or 
mufflers to the point where 
it jars the windows in the 
stores. We have about six 
or seven young guys that 
are young teenagers that 
panhandle and annoy the 
customers. There needs to 
be some police presence 
down here. Do something 
like you do when getting 
people without having seat 
belts when it comes to the 
loud music and noise. 

 Dudley’s infrastruc-
ture didn’t become out-
dated overnight. Today’s 
council is doing everything 
possible to fix and modern-
ize systems neglected by 
previous council for 20–30 
years. The more you know.

 Maybe spraying 
crops with drones is not 
the way to go … you should 
see the trees along Catlin 
Spur Road. They look dead 

like the crop.

 My insurance man 
told the Dublin City 
School years ago that all 
this would happen. How 
can they say they didn’t 
know?

 To the (employee) 
that works at a conve-
nience store, please stop 
licking your finger to grab 
a bag for your customers. 
Thats very rude and nasty.

I guess that poor 
deer will never live it down 
hitting your car. You bet-
ter seek some professional 
help before you end up in 
the nervous hospital.

 To the post office, 
please stop letting your 
employees dress from the 
streets. A worker deliv-
ery to West Laurens High 
School with a whole pink 
bodysuit on. Have respect 
for the children.

 Someone please re-
mind me why we passed 
ESPLOST because I vividly 
remember it was to keep 
school tax down. Remem-
ber this at the polls people. 
Even your county schools 
will mislead you. This is a 
fact.

 We were told to pass 
ESPLOST to keep property 
taxes low. Look at where 
it got us. County schools 
have the chance not to in-
crease taxes and they are 
going to increase them 
anyway. They care not.

 Posted enough Tell 
It! until the people found 
out who you were. Price-
less. Now they not only ig-
nore your rants in person, 
but in this outlet. There’s 
always pigeon mail or 
maybe call it cardinal mail.

 You cry separation 
of church and state until 
you load your buses to go 
vote for your cause. Just 
remember this at the polls, 
am I voting biblically or 
worldly.

The city of Dub-
lin will wind up in worse 
shape than the Dublin City 
School Systems. Wait and 
see.

 Good job Payton for 
reminding us that we have 
a savior who rescues and 
welcomes whose sheep 
have wandered away.

 

DAILY SCRIPTURE...

"College	football	is	the	only	game	in	the	country,	of	any	kind,	that	
the	college	game	is	longer	than	the	pro	game."	

- Nick Saban

THOUGHT FOR TODAY...

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY...
Sept.	5,	2026	is...	
•International	Bacon	Day
•World	Beard	Day
•National	Be	Late	For	Something	Day
•International	Day	of	Charity
•National	Shrink	Day
•National	Cheese	Pizza	Day
•National	Hummingbird	Day
•Franchise	Appreciation	Day
•International	Vulture	Awareness	Day

"And	let	us	not	be	weary	in	well	doing:	for	in	due	season	we	shall	
reap,	if	we	faint	not."

	- Galatians 6:9 (King James Version) 

Call 272-0375, email 

chtellit@gmail.com, or 

Tell It! at 

CourierHeraldToday.com

MAN ABOUT 
TOWN...

By PAYTON TOWNS III

Bobby	Poss	II
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 Dublin Police Department
 - Richard Grant McMiller, 43, was charged with theft by 

shoplifting at Walmart on Highway 80 West at 2:05 p.m. 
on Aug. 23.

 An officer responded to the store and talked with an 
employee who identified a person at the cash register skip 
scanning. The associate there noticed the machine was 
paused twice and moved the customer. At the next register, 
the person continue to skip scan and did not pull merchan-
dise out of the shopping cart.

 The man then passed the last point of sale. An employee 
met with him and took him to customer service. The officer 
met with the man. The officer then watched camera footage 
and saw an item that did not appear to be scanned. A tres-
pass form was completed. The total amount stolen per staff 
at Walmart was $96.89 that was shown on a receipt.

 McMiller was transported to the police department 
where he was fingerprinted and charged.

 - On Aug. 29, around 2:25 a.m., an officer was dispatched 
to the intersection of South Washington and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard in reference to a vehicle collision. Torre 
Tremayne Bouyer, 42, was charged with driving under the 
influence, obstruction of law enforcement officers, failure 
to maintain lane, criminal damage to property (second de-

gree), reckless driving and giving false name, address or 
birthdate to law enforcement.

 - Keyondra Reed, 26, was charged with sexual battery 
around 1:50 a.m. on Aug. 23 on West Moore Street. 

 A woman was lying on a couch at a friend’s house when 
the incident happened involving Reed. The man said he 
returned home and handed the woman a cover when she 
asked him for it. He then left out the front door and when 
he returned the woman was crying in a nearby bedroom.

 The officer detected an odor consistent with an alcoholic 
beverage coming from Reed. A witness said Reed had been 
drinking alcoholic beverages throughout the day.

 He was transported to the Laurens County Jail without 
incident. 

 
 Laurens County Sheriff’s Office

 - At 12:55 p.m. on Aug. 25, a deputy received a call in 
reference to a walk in about an incident that happened on 
Highway 126 in Cadwell.

 - Emarian Jamad Bivins, 21, of East Dublin was charged 
with possession of firearm or knife during commission of 
or attempt to commit certain crimes, failure to stop at stop 
sign and possession of marijuana. Bivins was after a traffic 
stop in the city of East Dublin around 7:34 p.m. on Aug. 22.

 - A deputy responded to Gregory Lane in reference to 
possible threats made at 3:30 p.m. on Aug. 23.

 - A possible assault happened around 11:47 a.m. on Aug. 
22 at Fairview Park Hospital. 

 
 Editor's note: This information is public record and 

was taken from reports of local law enforcement agencies. 
These reports do not reflect guilt or innocence. An "arrest" 
does not always indicate incarceration. Readers are cau-
tioned that people may have similar names. Police Beat 
does not identify minor children, victims of sexual assault, 
suicide attempts or medical conditions. Cases dismissed 
do not appear if the newspaper is notified before deadline.

POLICE BEAT...

Georgia First Bank is proud to announce 
that Jeremy Ragan, Dublin Market Pres-
ident, has been selected to serve on the 
Community Bankers Association of Georgia 
Board of Directors for the 2026–2027 term.

Ragan will represent the association’s 
Southern Division and will be formally in-
ducted on September 26 during CBA CON-
NECT, the association’s annual convention, 
at the Omni Grove Park Inn in Asheville, 
North Carolina.

The Community Bankers Association of 
Georgia Board of Directors is composed of 
community banking leaders from across the 
state who help guide the association’s prior-
ities, advocacy efforts and professional-de-
velopment initiatives. Through its work, the 
board supports and strengthens Georgia’s 
community banking industry and the com-
munities its member banks serve.

“Jeremy is an outstanding leader who 
is deeply committed to his customers, his 
community and the future of community 
banking,” said Maury Beasley, President 
and CEO of Georgia First Bank. “His se-
lection for the CBA Board of Directors is a 
tremendous honor and a reflection of the 
leadership and banking expertise he brings 
to Georgia First Bank and the Dublin com-
munity. We are extremely proud to have 
him represent our bank and our region at 
the state level.”

As Dublin Market President, Ragan 
leads Georgia First Bank’s banking and 
business-development efforts in the Dub-
lin-Laurens County market. He is com-
mitted to building lasting customer rela-
tionships, supporting local businesses and 
helping the bank remain responsive to the 
financial needs of the community.

“It is an honor to be selected to serve 
on the Community Bankers Association of 
Georgia Board of Directors,” Ragan said. 
“Community banks play an essential role 
in supporting local families, businesses and 
economies. I look forward to working along-
side banking leaders from across Georgia to 
advocate for our industry and help ensure 
that true community banks continue to 
thrive.”

Ragan’s appointment reflects Georgia 
First Bank’s continued commitment to de-
veloping strong leaders, serving its commu-
nities and advancing the important work of 
community banking throughout Georgia.

About Georgia First Bank
Georgia First Bank is a locally owned 

community bank serving customers 
through its Soperton, Vidalia and Dublin 
markets. The bank offers personal and 
business banking, lending and cash-man-
agement solutions delivered with local 
decision-making and personal service. 
Georgia First Bank is committed to helping 
the people, businesses and communities it 
serves grow and prosper.

Ragan named to community 
bankers board of directors
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER HERALD

DIVA ON A DIME

Labor Day weekend is summer's 
grand finale, the last big bash before we 
begin pretending we are ready for sweat-
ers, schedules and pumpkin-spiced ev-
erything.

Let's make a late-summer mezze 
board: a relaxed Mediterranean-style 
feast of smoky vegetables, creamy dips, 
warm pita and salty little nibbles. It looks 
lavish, but its principal players -- beans, 
bread and seasonal produce -- are happi-
ly inexpensive. And because Labor Day is 
supposed to be a holiday free from labor, 
nearly everything can be prepared ahead 
and the board assembled with fresh, no-
cook ingredients.

The secret here is restraint. Otherwise, 
what starts as a casual graze board be-
comes 17 tiny bowls and a grocery receipt 
requiring smelling salts.

Build your board around a few con-
trasting elements: grilled zucchini, sweet 
peppers and red onion; baba ghanoush 
and hummus; sliced cucumber and toma-
toes; olives, feta and toasted pita wedges. 
Fill any gaps with pepperoncini, grapes, 
watermelon, fresh herbs or whatever 
looks delicious and reasonably priced.

Arrange everything in generous, over-
lapping piles. Mezze should look inviting-
ly abundant.

The smoky centerpiece is baba gha-
noush, a creamy eggplant dip with vari-
ations found throughout the Middle East 
and Mediterranean. Grill the eggplant 
alongside the vegetables, and one cook-
ing session accomplishes most of the 
meal. No grill? The oven will do nicely.

There is absolutely no shame in buy-
ing the hummus. Labor Day is, after all, a 
holiday devoted to avoiding labor.

GRILLED BABA GHANOUSH
Yield: about 2 cups or 6 servings
Total Time: 1 hour 40 mins.

2 small globe or Italian eggplants 
1/4 cup tahini 
2 to 3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
1 teaspoon finely grated lemon zest 
1 large garlic clove, minced 
1 tablespoon plain Greek yogurt 
1/4 teaspoon each kosher salt and 

black pepper 
1 teaspoon sumac 
3/4 teaspoon Aleppo pepper or 1/4 

teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes, op-
tional 

Extra-virgin olive oil and chopped 
parsley, for serving 

To grill: Heat the grill to medi-
um-high. Grill the whole eggplants, turn-
ing occasionally, for about 30 minutes, 
until deeply charred, collapsed and com-
pletely soft.

To oven-roast: Heat the oven to 425 F. 
Halve the eggplants lengthwise and place 
them cut side down on a lightly oiled bak-
ing sheet. Roast 35 to 40 minutes, until 
very tender.

Let the eggplant cool. Peel grilled egg-
plant and discard the stems; scoop roast-
ed eggplant from its skin.

Place the flesh in a colander and drain 
for 15 minutes, pressing gently to release 
excess liquid. Transfer to a bowl and 
mash with a fork. Stir in the tahini, lemon 
juice and zest, garlic, yogurt, salt, pepper, 
sumac and Aleppo pepper.

Cover and refrigerate for at least 30 
minutes. Spoon into a shallow bowl, driz-
zle with olive oil and garnish with parsley. 
Serve with pita and vegetables. Refriger-
ate leftovers for up to four days.

Prepare the dip a day ahead, grill the 
vegetables at the same time, and add 
fresh produce and herbs shortly before 
serving. For outdoor gatherings, bring 
out smaller portions of dips and cheese 
as needed. Perishable foods should not 
remain unrefrigerated longer than two 
hours, or one hour when the temperature 
exceeds 90 F.

To turn the board into dinner, keep 
the grill working and add chicken or pork 
kabobs, sausages or a steak cut into bite-
size pieces, an economical way to share 
steak with a crowd. Round out the meal 
with herbed couscous or lemony orzo, 
both inexpensive and delicious served at 
room temperature.

Then gather everyone around, pour 
something cold and toast the last long, 
golden days of summer. They deserve a 
proper farewell. 

Lifestyle expert Patti Diamond is the 
penny-pinching, party-planning, reci-
pe developer and content creator of the 
website Divas On A Dime -- Where Fru-
gal, Meets Fabulous! Visit Patti at www.
divasonadime.com and join the conver-
sation on Facebook at DivasOnADime-
DotCom. Email Patti at divapatti@diva-
sonadime.com

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

By PATTI DIAMOND
King Features

A Labor Day late-summer mezze board

A colorful mezze board turns late-summer produce into an easy, elegant feast
/SPECIAL PHOTO

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

Sept. 5
Tonya Durham
Joshua Thomas
Wymitra Wight

Sept. 6
Coleman Phillips
Chynell R. Way

Paula Dominy Ward

Sept. 7
Kelvin Edwards

Christine Pauldo
Jovanni JuanCarlos 

Rozier
Wanda Kaye Street

Sept. 8
John Ballard

Stephanie Bell
Braylen Robinson

Sept. 9
Catherine Pugh

Sept. 5
Sam & Kim Wilson

Sept. 7
Kevin & Tenecia Smith

Victor Johnson
Doris Worthen Stanley

Ramy Wilkins
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SOFTBALL
Wednesday

Perry	3,	East	Laurens	1
EL	4,	Perry	1

Thursday
West	Laurens	3,	Harlem	0
Pinewood	15,	Trinity	3
Swainsboro	8,	Dublin	6

FOOTBALL
Friday 

Trinity	at	Augusta	Prep
/7 p.m. 

Baldwin	at	Dublin	
Washington	Co.	at	
East	Laurens

West	Laurens	at	Dodge	Co.	
Jasper	Co.	at	Bleckley	Co.	
Robert	Toombs	at	
Brentwood

Montgomery	Co.	at	
Lanier	Co.	

Twiggs	Co.	at	Mt.	de	Sales
Treutlen	at	Tattnall	Co.	
Jefferson	Co.	at	

Wilkinson	Co./7:30 p.m.

SOFTBALL
Saturday

Lowndes	at	WL/10 a.m.
Treutlen	at	WL/2 p.m.

Tuesday
Brentwood	at	Trinity

East	Laurens	at	Johnson	Co.
Wilkinson	Co.	at	Dublin

/5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Portal	at	Dublin

Wilcox	Co.	at	WL/5 p.m.

Thursday
Trinity	at	Briarwood/4 p.m.
WL	at	Long	Co./5 p.m.
Dublin	at	Dodge	Co.

/5:30 p.m.
Vidalia	at	EL/6 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 12
(at	Georgia	College)
WL	vs.	Mary	Persons

/10 a.m.
WL	vs.	Jones	Co./2 p.m. 

Monday, Sept. 14
Trinity	at	Edmund	Burke

/4:30 p.m

Tuesday, Sept. 15
EL	at	Dublin

Vidalia	at	WL/5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Tuesday

WL,	Appling	Co.	at	Vidalia
/5 p.m.

Thursday
WL,	Warner	Robins,	
Southwest	Macon	at	
Northside/5 p.m.

PREP
SCHEDULE

SCOREBOARD

CONTACT US:
Email	sports	information	to	
tchsports77@gmail.com,	or	
call	(478)	272-5522,	ext.	110

 In his 50th year, Kirby 
Smart has accomplished 
enough success, winning 
countless games and cham-
pionships, has made enough 
money, and has been quoted 
as much as Winston Chur-
chill—enough that he could 
ride off into the sunset. That 
way he’d have three decades 
and more to fish, hunt, play 
the world’s elite golf cours-
es, and strike off every item 
on his bucket list if he want-
ed to.
 But that’s not what he 
wants.  He has never ad-
dressed what he plans to do 
“down the road.”  His life is 
coaching the Georgia foot-
ball team and spending time 
with his family, which has 
been his modus operandi 
since he returned to Athens 
in December 2015.
 The winningest coach in 
NCAA history for the first 
10 years, he seems more re-
laxed these days, but make 
no mistake about it—the 
fire in the belly remains 
supreme.  He is more sea-
soned as he starts his elev-
enth campaign.  He is doing 
exactly what he wants to 

do, and he anticipates with 
deep and abiding pleasure 
the opportunity to take his 
team to the playoffs and is 
happy to be in the hunt for 
another national champion-
ship.
 I have never seen him 
more comfortable in his skin 
than he is as we approach 
kickoff of the 2026 colle-
giate campaign.  It is the 
seasoning that makes him 
seem a little more relaxed, 
but when he speaks into the 
mic at football practice, you 
know, and his team knows 
that he is in his element.
 His sharp tongue is as 
sharp as ever.  His insights 
are as keen as ever, and his 
philosophy has not changed 
from the day he walked on 
the practice field as Geor-
gia’s 26th head football 
coach—he has a burning 
ambition to win football 
games for his alma mater.
 The first opportunity I 
had to sit down with him 
following the press confer-
ence that announced his ap-
pointment, he talked about 
how he wanted to bring 
success to the title-starved 

constituency, saying that he 
really wanted to win games 
because what the business is 
all about and he wanted for 
doting alumni to enjoy what 
other schools had enjoyed.
 He wanted to bring glory 
to old Georgia in the most 
emphatic way possible.  
Even today, he understands 
that one of his biggest chal-
lenges in the NIL era is com-
placency.   I see him coach-
ing as hard today as he did 
the first week of fall camp, 
his first season in 2016.
 When he speaks, people 
listen. He endures the most 
stupid of questions but gives 
responsive answers. He is 

always insightful.  In speak-
ing to the pre-season meet-
ing of the Atlanta Touch-
down Club, he explained 
that he and his staff try to 
find out as much about po-
tential recruits as possible.
 If they disrespect their 
coach, they won’t waste 
their time recruiting him.  
The first rule in recruiting is 
finding out how kids respect 
their mother.  Disrespect 
means he won’t be welcome 
in Athens.
 Then there are nuggets 
such as the one about Hines 
Ward, former all-purpose 
back for the Bulldogs.  “The 
single best football player I 

ever saw.”
 Hines mother worked 
three jobs to support the 
family.
 “Today,” Kirby says, “She 
would be a millionaire.”   
 He is all about football 
come August each year.  
Those around him can’t 
imagine any coach being 
more efficient.   He doesn’t 
sleep at the office like Dick 
Vermiel was famous for 
doing with the Eagles and 
Rams, but you won’t hear 
him castigating another 
coach for anything they do.  
If it works for them, he has 
no reason to second guess 
them.  
 Other insights as kickoff 
approaches:
 • Recalling that at Al-
abama, the coaching staff 
had access to private planes 
when recruiting.  “We didn’t 
know anything about Del-
ta,” he quipped.  That meant 
that coaches had more time 
for their families and could 
get more done at the office, 
too.
 • In the off season, 
he will search for insights 
and stats that resonate from 

other teams—including the 
professionals.  A stat that 
stood out with the Oklaho-
ma Thunder when they won 
the NBA title two years ago 
was that they led the league 
in claiming loose balls.
 • His staff also “stud-
ied” the most successful 
team of all, the New Zealand 
“All Blacks.”  The conclusion 
included these takeaways:  
 • Better Never Rests.  
For sure, the head coach 
never takes a day off.
 • Intrinsic Motiva-
tion.  Learn to block out 
external noise, media hype, 
and outside narratives and 
focus strictly on internal ac-
countability.
 • No Ego/Team first.  
He will forever be a propo-
nent of “No one will ever be 
bigger than the team.”
The view here is that had 
NIL not come along, there 
is no telling what he might 
have accomplished, but he 
still believes he can keep 
ringing the chapel bell, and 
he has the fire in the belly to 
bring more glory to his own 
alma mater.

By LORAN
SMITH

At	50,	Smart	still	has	burning	ambition	to	bring	glory	to	old	Georgia...

Softball, lately: EL splits with Perry, WL wins five in row, Dublin 
spars with Swainsboro; Trinity continues recent tough stretch

 Local softball teams are com-
ing into midseason form as they 
roll into September. 
 Here's a glance at how things 
are going for East Laurens, West 
Laurens, Dublin and Trinity 
about a month into their sched-
ules... 

East Laurens 
 The Falcons split a double-
header with Perry Wednesday to 
take their record to a strong 11-5. 
 They are perfect in five region 
2-AA matchups so far, winning 
by DeAndrea Lowther shutout 
against all except ACE Charter. 
East defeated the Gryphons in 
a come-from-behind effort last 
Tuesday in Macon, with both key 
runs coming on passed balls in 
the sixth. 
 It's taken some recent losses 
in non-region tests against the 
likes of Westfield, FPD and ECI, 
but got a big confidence builder 
Wednesday in the rebound from 
a 3-1 loss in the pitching-domi-
nated opener, piling up 11 hits to 
take the second with Perry 4-1. 

West Laurens  
 The Raiders (9-4, 4-0 region) 
closed this week with a fifth-
straight victory, and probably 
their biggest so far over defend-
ing 4-AAA champion Harlem, 
which ended their streak of re-
gion titles last year. 
 The Bulldogs, a lone former 
rival to carry over into this year's 
league (3-AAAA) couldn't mus-
ter a run against Peyton Crabb, 
who anchored Thursday's 3-0 
win. West used hits from Paisley 
Powell and Maggie Shea Lord to 
score two in the second, and by 
Powell and Chandler Malone to 
add insurance in the third. 
 Other recent highlights for 
the Raiders included a sweep of 
Libety County Aug. 27, and an 
11-2 road win at Southeast Bull-
och to open region play, plus a 
getback win over Jeff Davis (7-6 
Sept. 1) and 6-0 shutout of Hous-
ton County Aug. 25.

Dublin 
 The Irish (4-10, 0-5 region 
2-AA) have lost four in a row 
since their last win over Rutland, 
18-1, Aug. 26, but traded multiple 
leads in a back-and-forth affair 
at Swainsboro Thursday to make 
their best run at a region win so 
far. The Tigers scored three in 
the sixth inning to go back on top 
for the 8-6 win.

Trinity 
 Crusaders, who have had to 
climb from some big early holes 
in most of their games so far, 
remain in search of a first win 
through eight games, the latest 
an 11-3 loss at Brentwood on 
Tuesday, and a 15-3 final back 
at home vs. Pinewood to start a 
two-game homestand on Thurs-
day.

Dublin left fielder Morgan Allen (above) ran 
down this shallow fly ball for an out, catcher 
Zoey Bell (top right) barely had to leave her 
stance for a simple catch on a foul tip that 
turned to the easiest pop-out ever and later 
(bottom right) got this ACE runner at the plate 
on a relay throw from shortstop El Stubbs on 
a few of the top defensive plays for the Irish 
Wednesday afternoon/CLAY REYNOLDS

Brynne Moody beats a 
Perry throw on the slide 
into third base (above), 
and the unflappable Amiya 
O'Neal makes another of her 
smooth plays at shortstop 
(right) for East Laurens in the 
first game of Wednesday's 
doubleheader. The Falcons 
dropped game 1 of the set 
3-1, but recovered to win the 
second 4-1/CLAY REYNOLDS

RALLY BABY?: Different teams have their 
unique traditions tied to dugout props. 
Perry's is this baby doll, which players 
left hanging out on the dugout netting 
to watch the game while they were in 
the field, and took turns holding during 
at-bats. The good luck charm may or may 
not have played a role in the Panthers' 
two-run surge in the top of the fourth 
that made the difference in their 3-1 
game 1 win Wednesday/CLAY REYNOLDS

TWO-BY-TWO: Runs 
came in pairs for 
West Laurens in its 
6-0 home shutout of 
Houston County on 
Aug. 25. Here, Ella 
Thompson doubles 
to lead off the two-
run fifth inning that 
doubled her team's 
2-0 lead/CLAY 
REYNOLDS

From STAFF REPORTS
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Classifieds

Employment

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR PUBLIC 

WORKS

The City of Dublin is accepting applications 
for an Equipment Operator in the Public 
Works Department.  This Team Member 
must have a positive attitude and initiative. 
Work involves the responsibility for the 
safe and efficient operation and mainte-
nance of moderately heavy or specialized 
equipment.  This employee must be able 
to operate and maintain a diverse range 
of equipment which includes a variety 
of trucks and construction equipment. 
The operation of this equipment requires 
considerable manipulative skill and the 
ability to perform specialized tasks to which 
the equipment is assigned.  During slack 
periods, workers may perform various 
unskilled/semi-skilled duties.  Supervision 
is received from the Public Works Director 
and/or Street Supervisor who makes oral 
or written assignments and inspects work 
while in progress and upon completion.
Applicants must have a valid Georgia 
Commercial Driver’s License, High School 
Diploma or GED, and successful applicant 
must pass a drug screen.
Salary range for this position is $42,914.66 
– $53,528.36 annually. An extensive fringe 
benefit package including health, dental 
and life insurance is also offered.
Applicants may apply online through our 
www.cityofdublin.org website until position 
is filled. The City of Dublin is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR PUBLIC 

WORKS

The City of Dublin is accepting applications 
for an Equipment Operator in the Public 
Works Department.  This Team Member 
must have a positive attitude and initiative. 
Work involves the responsibility for the 
safe and efficient operation and mainte-
nance of moderately heavy or specialized 
equipment.  This employee must be able 
to operate and maintain a diverse range 
of equipment which includes a variety 
of trucks and construction equipment. 
The operation of this equipment requires 
considerable manipulative skill and the 
ability to perform specialized tasks to which 
the equipment is assigned.  During slack 
periods, workers may perform various 
unskilled/semi-skilled duties.  Supervision 
is received from the Public Works Director 
and/or Street Supervisor who makes oral 
or written assignments and inspects work 
while in progress and upon completion.
Applicants must have a valid Georgia 
Commercial Driver’s License, High School 
Diploma or GED, and successful applicant 
must pass a drug screen.
Salary range for this position is $42,914.66 
– $53,528.36 annually. An extensive fringe 
benefit package including health, dental 
and life insurance is also offered.
Applicants may apply online through our 
www.cityofdublin.org website until position 
is filled. The City of Dublin is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

Legals

Legals

26-403

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF LAURENS

IN RE: ESTATE OF LEWIS KENNON 

SMITH, J R.

 All creditors of the estate of LEWIS 

KENNON SMITH, JR., deceased, late 
of Laurens County, Georgia, are hereby 
notified to render their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are re-
quired to make immediate payment to the 
undersigned Executor, Kenneth Ray Smith, 
under the Last Will and Testament of said 
Decedent.
 This 24th day of August, 2026.
S. Ryan Dixon    
 
Nelson & Dixon, LLC 
125 North Franklin Street 
 
Dublin, Georgia 31021
478-272-3545 
KENNETH RAY SMITH

Executor of the Estate of
LEWIS KENNON SMITH, JR.

3875 Georgia Hwy 338
Cadwell, Georgia 31009

August 29, September 5, 12, 19, 2026

26-383

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF RIGHT 
OF REDEMPTION
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
To: All persons known or unknown who may 
claim an interest in property known as 106 

New Street;
Resident/Tenant/Occupant;
Johannah Fedon;
Coty Fedon;
Jocelyn Fedon;
Mozelle McClendon a/k/a Mozelle McLen-
don a/k/a Mozelle Tuff a/k/a Mozelle Tuffs 
a/k/a Mozelle Snell;
City of Dublin;
Laurens County;
State of Georgia.
Take notice that: Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §48-
4-45 and §48-4-46, the right to redeem the 
following described property, to wit:
Property Location: 106 New Street
Map Reference No./Parcel No.: D15D 058
will expire and be forever foreclosed and 
barred on September 24, 2026.  The tax 
deed to which this notice relates is dated 
August 05, 2025 and is recorded in the 
office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of 
Laurens County, Georgia, in Deed Book 
3622, Page 59.
The property may be redeemed at any time 
before the close of business on the afore-
mentioned barment date, by payment of 
the redemption price as fixed and provided 
by law to Deed Co, LLC at the offices of 
Sams Law Firm, LLC at 4355 Cobb Pkwy, 
Ste J-505, Atlanta, GA 30339.

August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 2026

26-395
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF LAURENS 
IN RE: ESTATE OF Carrie W. Brannen, 
DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Carrie W. Bran-
nen, DECEASED late of Laurens County, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and all 
person indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to me. 
Donna F. Brannen
114 Pisgah View Drive
Candler, North Carolina 28715
Executor of Carrie W. Brannen, deceased 
O.C.G.A § 53-7-41 states: 
“...Every personal representative shall, 
within 60 days from the date of qualification, 
publish a notice directed generally to all of 
the creditors of the estate to render an ac-
count of their demands. The notice shall be 
published once a week for four weeks in the 
official newspaper of the county in which 
the personal representative qualified...” 

August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 2026

26-400

TANYA ROGERS, CLERK
LAURENS COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

TRADE NAME REGISTRATION
PERSONNALLY APPEARED THE UN-
DERSIGNED WHO ON OATH DEPOSES 
AND SAYS THAT:
Edgewater at Evergreen Event Center
15514 Pinenut Bay Court Houston, TX 
77059
713-899-4595
IS/ARE DOING BUSINESS IN LAURENS 
COUNTY, GA., UNDER THE NAME OF:
Edgewater at Evergreen Event Center
943 Evergreen Road Dublin, GA 31021
AND THAT THE NATURE OF THE BUSI-

NESS TO BE CARRIED ON AT SUCH 
ADDRESS IS: 
Weddings, Family Retreats, and Business 
Retreats
Mathew R. White
Person making declaration
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE 
ME THIS 21 DAY OF August, 2026.
Cynthia Strange
NOTARY PUBLIC

August 29, September 5, 2026

26-401

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

Laurens COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF John W. Hicks 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-756 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE 

TO:  whom it may concern: 
Rickey Montford has petitioned  to be 
appointed administrator(s) of the estate of 
John W. Hicks deceased, of said county. 
(The petitioner has also applied for waiv-
er of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not 
be granted. All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before October 5, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
Dublin, GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-418

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF TIMOTHY R. MAD-

DOX, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-162 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

NOTICE 

TO: Ashlie Maddox and to whom it may 
concern: 
Lisa Robin Schrader has petitioned for 
Lisa Robin Schrader to be appointed 
administrator(s) of the estate of Timothy 
R. Maddox deceased, of said county. (The 
petitioner has also applied for waiver of 
bond, waiver of reports, waiver of state-
ments, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before Oct 5, 2026 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
BILL TO” Atty. Jackson Dixon 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Post Office Box 2098 
Dublin, GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-402

To Whom It May Concern:
Notice is hereby given that Priyank Patel, 
Alcohol Agent has submitted an application 
to the City of Dublin for a 2026 license to 
sell Beer, Wine, packaged to go at SSH, 
IVA, LLC dba Carton & Cases, located at 
1823 Rice avenue Dublin, GA 31021.
Further notice is given that the City Clerk 
will hear public comments on Wednesday, 
September 9, 2026 at 11:00am, in the City 
Clerk’s office at City Hall regarding the 
issuing of said license. 
This notice is given this 24th day of August 
2026.

August 29, September 5, 2026

26-384

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF RIGHT 
OF REDEMPTION
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
To: 
All persons known or unknown who may 
claim an interest in property known as 206 

Camelot Dr;
Resident/Tenant/Occupant;
Larry Denson;
Vaylanda Denson;
City of Dublin;
Laurens County;
State of Georgia.
Take notice that: Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §48-
4-45 and §48-4-46, the right to redeem the 
following described property, to wit:
Property Location: 206 Camelot Dr
Map Reference No./Parcel No.: D08F 
008 D
will expire and be forever foreclosed and 
barred on September 24, 2026.  The tax 
deed to which this notice relates is dated 
August 05, 2025 and is recorded in the 
office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of 
Laurens County, Georgia, in Deed Book 
3622, Page 55.
The property may be redeemed at any time 
before the close of business on the afore-
mentioned barment date, by payment of 
the redemption price as fixed and provided 
by law to Deed Co, LLC at the offices of 
Sams Law Firm, LLC at 4355 Cobb Pkwy, 
Ste J-505, Atlanta, GA 30339.

August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 2026

26-423

Public Notice: Diamond Communications, 
LLC proposes to conduct a balloon test 
for a proposed 400-ft (410-ft with appurte-
nances) AGL Self Support Communications 
Tower that will be located on Eason Hill 
Church Rd, Montrose, GA 31065 (Laurens 
County) (Parcel 003 026).  The balloon test 
will occur on Saturday September 19, 2026 
for 4 (four) consecutive hours sometime 
between the hours of 70:00AM and 4:00PM 
(EDT).  In the case of poor visibility or 
winds in excess of 15 mph the balloon test 
will occur on Sunday September 20, 2026 
during the same time period.

September 5, 12, 2026

26-421

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF MARIETTE VAN DEN 
MUNCKHOF-VEDDER, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 25-83 

NOTICE

IN RE: Petition for Discharge of Personal 
Representative 
TO:  to whom it may concern: 
This is to notify you to file an objection, 
if there is any, to the above-referenced 
petition, in this Court on or before October 
5, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court 
P.D. BOX 2098 
Dublin, GA. 31040 
478-272-2566 

September 5, 2026

26-414

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: Brittany Kay Sealy
CIVIL ACTION NO.26-CD-0742-JG

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

Georgia, Laurens County
I, Brittany Kay Sealy, filed a petition to 
the Superior Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia on the Aug 5, 2026, to change my 
name from Brittany Kay Sealy to Maven 
Harmony Lofrie.
Any interested has the right to appear in 
this case and file objections. 
Signed this 5th day of August, 2026.
Brittany Kay Sealy
848 WoodVale Drive
Dublin, GA 31021
239-207-4079
Petitioner

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-388

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF Laurens 
COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF Joshua Austin Wynn, 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO.26-154

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

NOTICE 

TO: James Anthony Wynn, Sr and to whom 
it may concern: 
Vicki S. Wynn has petitioned for Vivki S. 
Wynn to be appointed administrator(s) 
of the estate of Joshua Austin Wynn, de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or before 
October 5, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson  
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO Box 2098 
Dublin GA 31040 
478-272-2566

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-422

CITATION

PROBATE COURT OF LAURENS COUN-
TY
RE: ESTATE OF MyLee Grace Wicker, 
(FORMER) MINOR/WARD
Date of Publication, if any: September 
5, 2026
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
The conservator(s) of the above estate, 
has/have applied for Discharge from said 
trust. This is to notify the above interested 
party(ies) to show cause, if any they can, 
why said conservator(s) should not be 
discharged from office and liability. All ob-
jections must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and filed 
with the above Probate Court, (address) 
101 N. Jefferson St. Dublin, GA 31021/ P.O 
Box 2098 Dublin, GA 31040 on or before 
October 5, 2026, said date being more than 
30 days from the date of publication, or if 
personally served, then 10 days from the 
date of such service. All pleadings must be 
signed before a notary public or probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel at the below address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees. 
If any objections are filed, a hearing will be 
scheduled for a later date. If no objections 
are filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson
PROBATE JUDGE
By: CWarren
PROBATE CLERK/DEPUTY CLERK
P.O Box 2098
Dublin, GA 31040
478-272-2566

September 5, 2026

26-398

STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF LAURENS 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-

ORS 

All creditors of the Estate of Betty Jean 
Brown, deceased, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment to 
the undersigned Administrators. 

This the 19th day of August, 2026.
Henry Lee Brown and Aretha Brown, 
Co-Administrators of the Estate of Betty 
Jean Brown 
Verna L. Smith 
Attorney for Estate 
P.O. Box 2014 
Dublin, Georgia 31040 

August 29, September 5, 12, 19, 2026

26-391

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF MICHAEL STEWART 

MANNING, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 26-152 
PETITION BY PERSONAL REPRESEN-

TATIVE FOR WAIVER 

OF BOND AND/OR GRANT OF CER-

TAIN POWERS 

NOTICE 

Laura Michelle Manning-Hudson has 
petitioned for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or for 
the grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261 in regard to the 
above estate. All interested persons are 
hereby notified to show cause why said pe-
tition should not be granted. All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on or 
before October 5 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
P.O. BOX 2098 
Dublin, GA. 31040  
478-272-2566

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-376

STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF LAURENS 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS 
All creditors of the Estate of Fred Lee
Lattimore, deceased, late of Laurens 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned Executor. 
This the_ 11th day of_ August_ 2026. 
Mary M. Sparks Allen, 
Executor of the Estate of 
Fred Lee Lattimore 
Verna L. Smith 
Attorney for Estate 
P.O. Box 2014 
Dublin, Georgia 31040 

August 15, 22, 29, September 5, 2026

26-392

NOTICE OF SUMMONS-SERVICE BY 

PUBLICATION 

TO: LUIS GERARDO CRUZ CASTILLO 
Last known location: Mexico; current street 
address unknown 
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action seeking a divorce was filed 
against you in the Superior Court of Lau-
rens County, Georgia, on July 13, 2026. 
By order of the Court for service by publi-
cation dated July 13, 2026, you are com-
manded to file with the Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, and to 
serve upon Plaintiff’s attorney an Answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the date 
of the order for service by publication. 
Plaintiff’s attorney is: 
James C. Gamer 
James C. Gamer Law, LLC 
111 East Gaines Street 
Dublin, Georgia 31021 
Telephone: (478) 353-8651 
Facsimile: (478) 353-8654 
Email: jcgarner@jcgarnerllc.com 
Witness the Honorable William D. Taylor, 
III, Judge of the Superior Court of Laurens 
County, Georgia. 
This 18th day of August, 2026. 
Tanya L. Rogers 
Clerk, Superior Court of Laurens County 

August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 2026

26-407

NOTICE OF SALE 

Pursuant to the Official Code of Georgia, 
Annotated Section 10-4-210, et seq., there 
will  be a public sale by Curry Management 
Corporation on September 15, 2026, start-
ing at  StorageAuctions.com. The proceeds 
of said sale will be used to first satisfy the 
storage  fee and other expenses of the 
auction. Any other proceeds will be used 
to satisfy such  creditors as present their 
claims in advance of sale.  

Unit A28 Daphne Nelson Claxton Dairy 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

Unit A29 Saul Fluker Claxton Dairy 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

Unit H8 Fannie Hughes Scott Claxton Dairy 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

Unit B11 Shilano Howell Kellam 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

Unit C2 Shaniko Pauldo Market Square 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

Unit D9 Coretta Warthen Market Square 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

August 29, September 5, 2026

26-419

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF BRIAN HUGH JOHN-

SON DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-157 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

NOTICE 

TO: whom it may concern: 
Grady Hugh Johnson has petitioned to be 
appointed administrator(s) of the estate 
of Brian Hugh Johnson deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before Oct 5,2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 

Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO Box 2098 
Dublin GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-385
State of Georgia 
County of Laurens.

Notice to Debtors and Creditors
 All creditors of the Estate of Waletha 
O’Neal Rozier, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, deceased, are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the undersigned 
according to law; and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment. 
 This 13th day of August, 2026.

Estate of Waletha O’Neal Rozier 
Priscilla O’Neal Boston and Johnny Willie 

O’Neal, Jr., Administrators
651 Ben Hall Lake Road, East Dublin, 

GA 31027
1212 Sherwood Estate, Dublin, GA 31021
Margaret Greer Evans  
 
Attorney at Law    
 
State Bar No. 488189
(478) 272-2885

August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 2026

26-415
NOTICE OF SALE 

Pursuant to Code of Georgia - Title 10 
Commerce and Trade (Chs. 1-15) Chap-
ter 4 Warehousemen (Arts. 1-5) Article 5 
Self-Service Storage Facilities (10-4-210 
- 10-4-218), there will be a public sale by 
Storage Of Dublin, LLC, located at 102 

Hillcrest Parkway, Dublin, GA 31021. 
The sale will officially start SEPTEMBER 5, 
2026 and end at 12:00pm, SEPTEMBER 

22, 2026. The auction will go live SEPTEM-
BER 5th on STORAGEAUCTIONS.com. 
The proceeds of said sale will be used to 
satisfy the storage past due rent & fees in 
the delivered lien letter, forward rent & fee 
balances for the duration of the auction 
process and other expenses of the auction. 
Any other proceeds will be used to satisfy 
such creditors as present their claims in 
advance of sale.

Unit: L12 Tenant: ADRYAHN (Household 
Goods) 

Unit: K2 Tenant: ARLISSYA COADY 
(Household Goods) 

Unit: M21 Tenant: BRANDON HOLMES 
(Household Goods) 

Unit: D1 Tenant: BRITNEY FLOYD (House-
hold Goods) 

Unit: F11 Tenant: HEATHER DAVIS 
(Household Goods) 

Unit: O1 Tenant: JEREMIAH YBARRA 
(Household Goods) 

Unit: M30 Tenant: KIA LEE (Household 
Goods) 

Unit: F8 Tenant:  LATOYA WOOTEN 
(Household Goods)

Unit: C17 Tenant:  LAWRENCE NICHO-

LAS (Household Goods)

Unit: L9 Tenant:  ROQUASHA GUNDYH 
(Household Goods)

Unit: M27 Tenant:  TANYA BENJAMIN 
(Household Goods)

September 5, 12, 2026

26-375
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 
GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY. 
All creditors of the Estate of Ronald T. 
Harrington, Sr., deceased, late of Laurens 
County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the Executors of his Estate 
according to 
law, and all persons indebted to the Estate 
of Ronald T. Harrington, Sr. are required 
to make 
immediate payment to the Executors.
This 11th day of August, 2026. 
Ronda A. Hampton 
Ronald Harrington Jr 
Executors of the Estate of Ronad T. Har-
rington Sr 
Francis M. Lewis 
Attorney for the Estate 
1808 Bellevue Road 
Dublin, GA 31021 

August 15, 22, 29, September 5, 2026

26-389

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF Jerry Ellis Mimbs, 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-13

NOTICE 

[For discharge from office and all liability] 
IN RE: Petition for Discharge of Personal 
Representative 
TO: whom it may concern: 
This is to notify you to file an objection, 
if there is any, to the above-referenced 
petition, in this Court on or before October 
5, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
Dublin, GA 31040 
478-272-2566

September 5, 2026

26-377

PETITIONER: ANDREW DOERR
RESPONDENTS: A TRACT OF LAND 
KNOWN AS 647 PINECONE DRIVE, 
DUBLIN, GA 31021, 
MAP & PARCEL NO. 154C 051 B; And, 
as their respective interests may be or 
appear: TYRESS SMITH, HIS HEIRS, 
ASSIGNS, SUCCESSORS, AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES, KNOWN 
AND UNKNOWN, AS THE CASE MAY BE; 
AND ALL THE WORLD

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-
RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA. 
CIVIL ACTION NO: 26-CG-0564-JG
RE: Petition to Quiet Title for a tract of land 
known by the Laurens County Tax Assessor 
as 647 Pinecone Drive, Dublin, Ga 31021, 
Map & Parcel No. 154C 051 B, and more 
particularly described in the Petition filed in 
the above-mentioned case (the “Property”).
Action filed on July 2, 2026
Order for Service by Publication issued on 
August 7, 2026.

TO: Respondents, any occupant or party 
in possession of the Property, and any 
party, known or unknown, who may have 
an adverse interest or claim in the Property, 
or all the world. You are hereby notified 
that Petitioner has filed a Petition to Quiet 
Title in the Laurens County Superior Court 
to establish and quiet title against all the 
world as to the Property, to, inter alia, 
remove clouds on title caused by equities 
of redemption following a tax sale, with all 
other particulars of Petitioner’s prayer for 
relief being described and contained in the 
original Petition, to which any interested 
party is hereby referred. 
You are further hereby noticed and com-
manded to be and appear at the Laurens 
County Superior Court within thirty (30) 
days of the Order for Service by Publica-
tion. You are further hereby noticed and 
commanded to file any response or claim 
to the Petition with the Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Laurens County before the expira-
tion of thirty (30) days and to serve a copy 
of the same upon the Petitioner’s attorney, 
whose name and address is as follows: 
Cole Porter, Kight Law, LLC, 306 Academy 
Avenue, Suite 200, Dublin, GA 31021. 
WITNESS, the Hon. Judson L. Green IV, 
Judge, Superior Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia
DATE: August 7, 2026
By: /S/ GEORGIA JEFFCOAT
DEPUTY CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF LAURENS COUNTY, GEOR-
GIA

August 15, 22, 29, September 5, 2026

26-409

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS: 

All creditors of the Estate of FRANCES P. 

FOUNTAIN, deceased, late of  Laurens 
County, Georgia are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the  undersigned, 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to  make imme-
diate payment to me. 
This 28th day of August, 2026. 
RANDALL FOUNTAIN, Executor of the 
Estate of FRANCES P. FOUNTAIN, De-
ceased 
2157 Fountain Road 
Rentz, GA 31075 
MELODY E. COLEMAN, Executor of the 
Estate of FRANCES P. FOUNTAIN, De-
ceased 
2149 Fountain Road 
Rentz, GA 31075 
RUSSELL L. CLARK 
Attorney for Executors 
P. O. Box 645 
Alamo, GA 30411

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-379

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
IN RE: ESTATE OF CLYDE JAMES HILL
 All creditors of the estate of CLYDE 
JAMES HILL, deceased, late of Laurens 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make immedi-
ate payment to the undersigned Executrix, 
Mildred Scott Hill, under the Last Will and 
Testament of said Decedent.
 This 12th day of August, 2026.
S. Ryan Dixon  
Nelson & Dixon, LLC
125 North Franklin Street
Dublin, Georgia 31021 
478-272-3545 
MILDRED SCOTT HILL
Executrix of the Estate of
125 North Franklin Street  
 
CLYDE JAMES HILL
1849 Old Macon Road
Dublin, Georgia 31021

August 15, 22, 29, September 5, 2026

26-399

Notice is hereby given that Articles of Incor-
poration that will incorporate CarSharks, 
INC have been delivered to the Secretary 
of State for filing in accordance with the 
Georgia Business Corporation Code. The 
initial registered office of the corporation 
is located at 2400 Bellevue Road, #21A, 
Dublin, GA 31021 and its initial registered 
agent at such address is Jennifer Sharpe.

August 29, September 5, 2026

26-412

re: kenneth hunter
210 washington street
dublin, ga 31021
map/parcel:d16b 134

Notice of Foreclosure of Rights to 
Redemption

Take notice that:
The right to redeem the following described 
property, to wit:  
All and only that parcel of land designat-
ed as D16B 134, in the 1st Land District, 
City of Dublin, Laurens County, Georgia, 
containing 0.12 acre, more or less, being 
a portion of Lot 15, Section 14, Block 32, 
described in Deed Book 3369, Page 119, 
the description contained therein being 
incorporated herein by this reference, 
known as 210 Washington Street.
will expire and be forever foreclosed and 
barred on and after the 30th day of Octo-
ber, 2026.
The tax deed to which this notice relates 
is dated the 5th day of August, 2025, and 
is recorded in the office of the Clerk of the 
Superior Court of Laurens County, Georgia, 
in Deed Book 3622, at page 64.
The property may be redeemed at any time 
before the 30th day of October, 2026, by 
payment of the redemption price as fixed 
and provided by law to the undersigned at 
the following address:
Dublin-Laurens Land Bank
Attn: Cole Porter, Esq.
306 Academy Avenue
Suite 200
Dublin, GA 31021
Cole Porter, Esq.
Attorney for the Dublin-Laurens Land Bank

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-417

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF JACOB BLAKE WILK-

ERSON, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

NOTICE 

TO: JERRY WILKERSON and to whom it 
may concern: 
JAN CORBIN has petitioned to be appoint-
ed administrator(s) of the estate of JACOB 
BLAKE WILKERSON deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) AlI 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not 
be granted. All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before Oct 5, 2026. 
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Divorce: Christy Har-
rell v Lacee Cochran; Mat-
thew Faircloth v Jamie 
Faircloth;  Twautha Hicks 
v Triquenski Hicks

Complaint for Di-
vorce: Jon Mark Hall v 
Susan J Hall; Charles Rob-
inson v Jill Robinson; Ali-
cia Orr v Erik Orr; Hunter 
Tyson v Katie Tyson

Contempt: Michelle 
Roland v Shannon Roland

Modification of Cus-
tody, Child Support & 
Contempt: Desmon Ivery 
v Lenora Jones

Modification: Victoria 
Jump v Joshua Jump

Paternity/Legitima-
tion: Jay Daniel White 
v Brittany Evans; Tyson 
Brown v Kiersten Rogers

Modification for 
Custody: Bobby McNeal v 
Rebekah Holbrook

Petition for Modi-
fication of Custody & 
Child Support: Donald 
James McCallister v Tiffa-
ny Nicole Daniel

Contract: Mariner Fi-
nance v Donnie Barwick; 
Credit Corp Solutions, Inc 
v Sienna Mason; Credit 
Corp Solutions, Inc v Pat-
rick Powers; Autovest v 
Angela & Jeremy Wood-
ard; American Express v 
Bridgette Cowart; Abigail 
Floyd King v Homesite In-
surance Company

Name Change: InRe: 
Monserrate Caban Vializ

Automobile Tort: La-
triciea Cross v Don & Josh-
ua Christian; Lelon Mi-
nor v All American Septic 
Services, LLC., Kendall & 
Graven Lampp

Real Property: Cath-
erine McGowan & Kathy 
Currier v Heather Cur-
rie-Martinez, Eric Currie, 
ET AL

Garnishment: Syn-
chrony Bank v Richard 
V Jeffreys, Jr & Morris 
Bank; Midland Credit v Ju-
lie Bragg & Cochran Bros. 
Company, Inc

Real Property - 0.561 
Acres: Department of 
Transportation v Eleazar 
Martinez

Real Property - 
0.233 Acres: Department 
of Transportation v Eleazar 
Martinez

Real Property - 
0.566 Acres: Department 
of Transportation v Eleazar 
Martinez

A u t o m o b i l e 
Tort-Transferred from 
Effingham County: Toni 
Fabrizio v Dakota Briggs

Complaint in Trov-
er: Vanderbilt Mortgage 

& Finance, Inc v Kandace 
Jackson-Gamble

C o m t e m p t – C h i l d 
Support: GA DHS EX 
REL Jayceon Miller vs 
Keith J Johnson; GA DHS 
EX REL Jamya Johnson ET 
AL vs Keith J Johnson; GA 
DHS EX REL Skylar Jones 
ET AL vs Skyler Wells; GA 
DHS EX REL Brylee Dors-
ey vs Skyler Wells; GA DHS 
EX REL Chase Sampson 
vs Chemelle L Smith; GA 
DHS EX REL Nala Brown 
vs Tyreese Brown; GA DHS 
EX REL Caleb Lattimore vs 
Calvin Lattimore; GA DHS 
EX REL Tyeir Hamilton vs 
Darius Hamilton; GA DHS 
EX REL Marlee Burch ET 
AL vs Barry Burch; GA 
DHS EX REL Tanae Kitch-
ens ET AL vs Antonio M 
Kitchens; GA DHS EX REL 
Bridgett Michelle Hunt-
er vs Christy Burnham; 
GA DHS EX REL Landon 
Jones vs Brandon Jones

C o m p l a i n t – C h i l d 
Support: GA DHS EX 
REL Rylan Fowler vs Rich-
ard A Fowler; GA DHS EX 
REL Rustie White vs Chris-
tian White

Registration of a 
Foreign Order-W. VA: 
GA DHS EX REL Kristo-
pher-JA T Darden vs Ger-
ald Dewayne Darden

Liens: Derek Allan 
Padgett to Fairview Park 
Hospital; Kyaundra Tim-
mons to Lendmark Finan-
cial Services; Leslie Statler 
to Donal W Mullis; Middle 
Georgia Pinestraw, LLC & 
Omar Reyes to Mark Bell 
& Lisa Bell; Latonya Smith 
to Lendmark Financial 
Services; Brandon Bailey 
and Kourtney Johnson, 
Mellisa Clark, Matthew W 
Mathes, Turmaine T Rob-
inson, Jimmy M Taylor, 
Gloria J Gaines, Michael L 
Thigpen, Glendrick Harris, 
Paul J Deconinck, Ashley 
Shine, Daniel Anderson & 
Jennifer Anderson, Daniel 
N Rudd, Chandra L & Tim-
othy Willis, Nikika T Scott, 
Mickey Dudley, Sandra D 
Fuller, Jalisa D Patterson, 
Shawn R & Crystal Wilkin-
son, Dealous L & Candace 
M Wiliams, Christopher 
E Burley, Eural R Martin, 
Mary L Rentz, Eric R John-
son, Maria Vikers, Jobeth 
Butler, Tammy Forzetting, 
Andrea C Alligood, Russell 
R & Diane Capps, Gregory 
Tucker, Angela L Tanner, 
Terance Dawson, Cora E 
Granstaff, Betina Waters, 
Jeffrey S Buchhamer, Mi-
chael D Brown, Rodriquez 
James, and Roger L Devoe 
to Georgia Department of 
Revenue

Security Deed: 
Church of Deliverance 
HMRC, Inc to Communi-
ty Bank of Dublin-Laurens 
County; K & J Services, 
LLC to Citizens Bank of 
Laurens County; Dylan 
Austin Williams to Vallant 
Bank; Kathryn Courtney 
Hudgens, William L Hud-

gens/Kay M Hudgens to 
The Merchants & Citizens 
Bank; Theotis Ingram to 
Alcova Mortgage, LLC; 
Temple Creek Farm, LLC to 
Georgia First Bank; Brooka 
S Hutcheson to Assurance 
Financial Group, LLC; Jus-
tin Evey Lee Ray William-
son & Morgan Hope Brant-
ley Williamson to Bank of 
Dudley; John Robert Jr & 
Farellyn Perry Barentine 
to Sunmark Community 
Bank; Lehman O & Sarah 
Routh to The Merchants 
and Citizens Bank; Eric 
Queshun Norris to 21st 
Mortgage Corporation; 
Ervin Foster Rogers JR & 
Henrietta Wright Williams 
to 21st Mortgage Corpora-
tion; Aaron Michael & Em-
ily Lynn McCalvin to Bank 
of Dudley; Angela Outlaw 
AKA Angela L Outlaw to 
Capital City Bank; Nicole 
& Gabriel Brazil to Essex 
Mortgage; Joseph Anthony 
& Paula Hayes to Robins 
FInancial Credit Union; 
P2 Construction, LLC to 
Vallant Bank; Jameson R 
Martin to Mortgageone, 
Inc; Felicia Nicole Jackson 
& Laketh Lashun Green 
to 21st Mortgage Corpo-
ration; J Wood Holdings, 
LLC to Bank of Dudley; 
Ty Daniel & Courtney Re-
nee Kight to Liberty Home 
Mortgage Corporation; Jef-
fery OConnor to Keuwaee, 
LLC; Bailee & Emilie H 
Kight to Community Bank 
of Dublin-Laurens County; 
JENJODAV, LLC to Morris 
Bank; Shamrock Services, 
LLC to Peoples Bank; Al-
ens Valentin as Managing 
Member of Valentin As-
set Ventures, LLC to Vista 
Point Mortgage, LLC DBA 
Brokers Advantage Mort-
gage; Bradshaw Brothers, 
LLC to Bank of Dudley; 
Peggy Jean W Stokes to 
Rocket Mortgage, LLC; Ce-
leste Clendinen to Rocket 
Mortgage, LLC; Jackson 
Family Holdings, LLLP to 
Renasant Bank; Herbert E 
& Shirley A Pinion to Cap-
ital City Home Loans, LLC; 
Roy Carey Williams JR to 
Everett Financial Inc DBA 
Supreme Lending; Mary 
J & Jermayne C Bing to 
Guild Mortgage Company, 
LCL; Kamile D Cutnose to 
The Citizens Bank of Co-
chran; Local Prosper Prop-
erties LLC to Farmers State 
Bank; Mathew Ellis & Tay-
lor Daniel Taylor 

Warranty Deed: 
Crystal Dawn WIlliams 
NKA Crystal Dawn New-
man to Dylen Austin Wil-
liams; Paul Joseph Drum-
mond & Donna Jean Zerbe 
to Kathryn Courtney Hud-
gens, Kaye M Hudgens, 
William L Hudgens; Ham-
bros, LLC to Theoitis B In-
gram; Summer Daughtry 
to Temple Creek Farm, 
LLC; Lanier Custom Build-
ers, LLC Gregory P Ledford 
to Brooka S Hutcheson; 
Cynthia Taylor to Cynthia 
Taylor & John Lawrence 
Hood; Helen Durden by 
her Attorney in Fact, Lori 
Johnson to James & Scottie 

Hughes; Ervin Foster Rog-
ers Jr to Ervin Foster Rog-
ers, Jr & Henrietta Wright 
Williams; Ritesh Patel to 
Monika Patel; Heath B & 
Tamela D Taylor to Aaron 
& Emily McCalvin; Cynthia 
Thomas, Billy D Wicker, 
Willie Mitchell JR & Mi-
chael Mitchell to Charles 
Moss; Marjorie Brazeal to 
Stephen & Amy Ebersole; 
Sumpterville, LLC to Lynn 
C White; Sumpterville, LLC 
to Ralph M Walke; Steven 
Blaine & Cody Lord to Ste-
ven Blaine Lord & Shanna 
Parker Lord; Schroer De-
velopment, LLC to P2 Con-
struction, LLC; Country 
Lots LLC to Joseph Francis 
Johnson; Drew Farmer to 
Jameson R Martin; Dor-
othy Nelson Thacker to 
Roy and Brenda Register; 
Billy Joe Scarboro to Su-
san Courtland; Agri-Tim-
ber, LLC to Georgia Power 
Company; Rachel Kight 
Gay NKA Rachel Yates to 
William Rodney Wilcher, 
Gail P Wilcher, Trustees of 
Rodney and Gail Wilcher 
Living Trust, Dated Feb-
ruary 15, 2011; JWJ In-
vestment Properties, LLC 
to J Wood Holdings, LLC; 
MATCO Homes, LLC to Ty 
Daniel & Courtney Renee 
Kight; Redeemed Real-
ty LLC to Emilee & Bailee 
Kight; Connie Snellgrove 
McGhee AKA Connie S 
McGhee to Michael Clark 
McGhee Trustee of The 
McGhee Family Irrevoca-
ble Trust, Dated August 
26, 2026; Valentin Capital 
Ventures, LLC to Valen-
tin Asset Ventures, LLC; 
William H Bradshaw to 
Bradshaw Brothers, LLC; 
Malachi Investments LLC 
to Jeremy Trey Brown; 
Jeremy Trey Brown to Sar-
ah Corbin & Neil Lopez; 
Nancy Zehner to William 
H Zehner; Ashley Warnock 
Sr to Jessica G Perez Santa-
na & Jorge Ruiz Enriquez; 
James Gary & Judy Field 
Evans to Rocky Edge; HWS 
Properties, LLC to Eric 
Allen; Danny Warnock, 
Marnie Sutton Warnock 
AKA Marnie W Warnock, 
AKA Marnie Willis Sutton 
Warnock, AKA Marnie W 
Sutton, AKA Marnie Willis 
(Sutton) Warnock to Danny 
Warnock and Marnie Sut-
ton Warnock, as trustees of 
Warnock Family Revocable 
Living Trust, Dated August 
28, 2026; Pamela Payne to 
Dee Padgett; Pierre Gus-
tave Lepoureau Trustee 
of White Horse Ventures, 
LLC A New Mexico Limited 
Liabilty Company as Trust-
ee for PMJ Familia Fidu-
cia Declaration of Trust 
Executed 2nd July, 2021, 
In the State of Florida and 
County of St Johns to Roy 
Carey WIlliams, JR; Kailey 
Elizabeth Perkins to Mary 
J Bing & Jermayne C Bing; 
William R & Mark Fred 
Middlebrooks to Local 
Prosper Properties, LLC; 
Marshall R Floyd to Mar-
shall W Floyd & Morgan 
Daniell Floyd

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Cwarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
Dublin GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-374

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY

 All creditors of the estate of William 
Bruce Hinson, decedent, late of Laurens 
County, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to Morgan M. Boulineau, 
Attorney, Cadle & Boulineau, P.C., P.O. Box 
68, Swainsboro, GA 30401 according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment.
 This 11th day of August, 2026.
Alan Hinson, Executor of the Estate of   
 William Bruce Hinson, decedent 
  
Cadle & Boulineau, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401

August 15, 22, 29, September 5, 2026

26-420

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF ISAIAH FREEMAN, 

DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 260-149 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION 

NOTICE 

TO: whom it may concern: 
Vivian Mariduena has petitioned for Vivian 
Mariduena to be appointed administrator(s) 
of the estate of Isaiah King Freeman de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or before 
October 5, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
Dublin, GA. 31040 
478-272-2566 

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-408

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

State of Georgia
County of Laurens
All creditors of the Estate of Jack Ralph 
Spearing, deceased, late of Laurens 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to the Estate of Jack Ralph 
Spearing.  
 This  25th day of August, 2026.

Bradley Kyle Spearing         
Administrator of the Estate of

     Jack Ralph Spearing   Dar-
ley Law Firm
121 W. Jackson Street, Ste 101
Dublin, Georgia 31021

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-405

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER, LAU-
RENS COUNTY Pursuant to the Power of 
Sale contained in a Security Deed given by 
Donnie W Barwick and Donna Barwick to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as grantee, as nominee for Ally Bank 
Corp. f/k/a GMAC Bank, its successors and 
assigns. dated 8/25/2009 and recorded in 
Deed Book 2131 Page 179 and modified 
at Deed Book 3387 Page 186, and fur-
ther modified at Deed Book 3534 Page 
51 Laurens County, Georgia records; as 
last transferred to or acquired by Onity 
Mortgage Corporation f/k/a PHH Mortgage 
Corporation, conveying the after-described 
property to secure a Note in the original 
principal amount of $131,669.00, with 
interest at the rate specified therein, there 
will be sold by the undersigned at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash before 
the Courthouse door of Laurens County, 
Georgia (or such other area as designated 
by Order of the Superior Court of said 
county), within the legal hours of sale on 
October 6, 2026 (being the first 
Tuesday of said month unless said date 
falls on a Federal Holiday, in which case 
being the first Wednesday of said month), 
the following described property: The land 
referred to in this policy is situated in the 
State of Georgia, County of Laurens, City 
of East Dublin, and described as follows: 
ALL THAT TRACT OR 
PARCEL OF LAND SITUATE, LYING AND 
BEING IN THE 1412TH G.M. DISTRICT 
OF LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
BEING PART OF PARCEL NO. 3 OF THE 
DIVISION OF V.E. WOODARD LANDS 
CONTAINING 5.00 ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS, AND BEING MORE PARTICULAR-
LY DESCRIBED ON A PLAT OF SURVEY 
PREPARED BY MARVIN D. CLEMENTS, 
LAND SURVEYOR, DATED MARCH 20, 
1995, AND RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
7, PAGE 255, IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT OF 
LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA. APN# 
244-031 The debt secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner provided 
in the Note and Security Deed. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in the Se-
curity Deed and by law, including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to collect attorney’s 
fees having been given). Said property is 
commonly known as 678 Vernon Woodard 

Rd, East Dublin, GA 31027 together with 
all fixtures and personal property attached 
to and constituting a part of said property, if 
any. To the best knowledge and belief of the 

undersigned, the party (or parties) in pos-
session of the subject property is (are): 
Donnie W Barwick and Donna M Barwick 
or tenant or tenants. Onity Mortgage Corpo-
ration is the entity or individual designated, 
who shall have full authority to negotiate, 
amend and modify all terms of the mort-
gage. Onity 
Mortgage Corporation 1661 Worthington 
Rd Suite 100 West Palm Beach, FL 33409 
(800) 750-2518 Note, however, that such 
entity or individual is not required by law 
to negotiate, amend or modify the terms of 
the loan. Said property will be sold subject 
to: (a) any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), (b) unpaid water or 
sewage bills that constitute a lien against 
the property whether due and payable or 
not yet due and payable and which may not 
be of record, (c) the right of redemption of 
any taxing authority, (d) any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, and (e) any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above. The sale will be 
conducted subject to (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the Security Deed. Pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, which allows 
for certain procedures regarding the rescis-
sion of judicial and non-judicial sales in the 
State of Georgia, the Deed Under Power 
and other foreclosure documents may not 
be provided until final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan as provided 
immediately above. Onity Mortgage Corpo-
ration f/k/a PHH Mortgage Corporation as 
agent and Attorney in Fact for Donnie W 
Barwick and Donna Barwick Aldridge Pite, 
LLP, Six Piedmont Center, 3525 Piedmont 
Road, N.E., Suite 700, Atlanta, Georgia 
30305, (404) 994-7400. 1017-8197A THIS 
LAW FIRM MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
1017-8197A 

September 5, 12, 19, 26, October 3, 2026

26-396

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY

 All creditors of the estate of Wendell 
R. Johnson, decedent, late of Laurens 
County, are hereby notified to render in their 
demands to Cadle & Boulineau, P.C., P.O. 
Box 68, Swainsboro, GA 30401 according 
to law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment.
 This 20th day of August 2026.

Rosemary Bergeron Johnson,
Executor of the Estate of    
 

Wendell R. Johnson, decedent
Cadle & Boulineau, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401

August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 2026

26-386

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF LAURENS

IN RE: ESTATE OF DOROTHY H. WAR-

REN

 All creditors of the estate of DOROTHY 

H. WARREN, deceased, late of Laurens 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned Executor, 
Paul E. Warren, under the Last Will and 
Testament of said Decedent.
 This 14th day of August, 2026.
S. Ryan Dixon  
Nelson & Dixon, LLC
125 North Franklin Street 
 
Dublin, Georgia 31021  
478-272-3545 
PAUL E. WARREN

Executor of the Estate of
DOROTHY H. WARREN

615 Evans Braswell Road
Dexter, Georgia 31019

August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 2026

26-397

STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF LAURENS 

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF SAID 

STATE AND COUNTY 

IN RE: ESTATE OF JOHN W. HICKS 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-

ORS 

All creditors of the estate of JOHN W. 
HICKS deceased, late of Laurens County, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to me. 
This 20th Day of August, 2026 
Emily F. Kight 
Attorney for the Estate of JOHN W. HICKS
Kight Law, LLC 
P.O. Box 2056 
Dublin, Ga. 31040 

August 29, September 5, 12, 19, 2026

26-390

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: Brian Keith Dyar, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 26-155 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR’S SUPPORT 

The petition of Julie Stewart Dyar, for a 
year’s support from the estate of Brian 
Keith Dyar, deceased, for decedent’s sur-
viving spouse, having been duly filed, all 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
October 5, 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections, and must be filed on or before 
the time stated in the preceding sentence. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.  
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO Box 2098 Dublin, GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

26-387

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF Laurens 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF Anne Whiddon Kirk-

land, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 26-153

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION 

NOTICE 

TO: James Jeffrey Kirkland III and Kristen 
Blair Kirkland Rutherford and to whom it 
may concern: 

Douglas Randolph Kirkland and John 
Owen Kirkland has petitioned to be ap-
pointed administrator(s) of the estate of 
Anne Whiddon Kirkland deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with the 
Court on or before October 5, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson  
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO Box 2098 
Dublin GA 31040 
478-272-2566

September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FROM THE RECORD

Colleen's China opened in Sep-
tember of 1989. The shop recently 
celebrated its 37th Anniversary 
with a special two-day birthday 
sale for their customers. Treats 
from Williamson's Bakery were 
enjoyed during the event. The 
store is still owned and 
operated locally by Sally Willis 
Daniels. Pictured are Sally and 
longtime employee, Jackie 
Gillespie, during the birthday 
celebration/SPECIAL PHOTO

Colleen's 
China 
celebrates 
birthday

8888



THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE JULY 7, 2026

ACROSS
1 Yale students
5 Jell-O shaper
9 Repair, as ripped 

jeans
14 Comedian Jay
15 Samoa’s capital
16 Colombian 

corncake
17 Actor Bomer
18 __ State (Ohio 

university)
19 High-fat part of 

milk
20 Process in 

winemaking
23 Dudes
24 Gerund suffix
25 Mayo and butter, 

e.g.
28 Box-office smash
32 In the style of: 2 

wds.
33 Desert refuge
35 Lymph __
36 Fluffy pets
38 Fish feature
39 Short-armed 

dino, for short
40 Leg joint
41 Previously aired 

TV show
43 Took a chair
44 Comedian Amy
46 Accomplishment 

of goals
49 High spirits
50 Plant’s anchor
51 South African 

metropolis
56 In the know
58 __ Field (the 

Mets’ park)
59 Acquire
61 Ocean ray
62 __ the plot: 2 

wds.
63 Bee’s home
64 Top of a wave
65 Karaoke tune
66 Huge amount (of)

DOWN
1 Tree with gray 

bark

2 Green growth on 
a tree

3 Harmoniously 
combined

4 “Amen!”: 2 wds.
5 Gets by: 2 wds.
6 Unlock
7 Dryer fuzz
8 Scientific info
9 Walking back 

and forth
10 Overly confident
11 High schooler, 

usually
12 Tax pro: Abbr.
13 Cured pork
21 “Case of the Ex” 

singer
22 Makes a knot
25 Burlap bags
26 Pilot’s vehicle
27 Places to store 

cash
28 Opposite of plus
29 Riding path: 2 

wds.
30 Notions
31 Phone messages

34 Knight’s title
37 Harbor towns
41 Kelly of TV
42 Healthcare career
45 Put in the 

microwave
47 Male swan
48 Cold symptoms
51 Scientist Goodall

52 CBS show since 
2003

53 Composer Rota
54 U.K. boarding 

school
55 Donate
56 Regal competitor
57 Seven Years’ __
60 Freshly minted

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Created by Stella Zawistowski 7/7/26

Monday’s Puzzle Solved
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEVE  PASTIS

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY CHIP DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

 

Son Feels Shunned by 
Father Over Physical Ap-
pearance

 DEAR ABBY: I am a 
62-year-old man. I was born 
with a cleft lip and cleft pal-
ate. Growing up, I had sever-
al surgeries and much dental 
work to improve my appear-
ance. I had wonderful friends 
who never teased me about it. 

 Now, looking back at my 
childhood, I realize that my 
father hated me because of 
the way I looked when I was 
born. He has never asked me 
to spend time with him and 
was always angry with me. 
Even now, when he sees me, 
I can feel the hatred he has 
toward me. I really hate be-
ing around him, but I some-
times have to see him at fam-
ily gatherings. How should I 
handle this? -- ANGRY AND 
CONFUSED

 DEAR ANGRY AND CON-
FUSED: Start by remember-
ing to cherish your wonderful 
friends and consider yourself 
lucky to have so little contact 
with dear old Dad. Handle 
family functions by limiting 
your direct interaction with 
him. Be cordial, but maintain 
a comfortable distance. Focus 
on the rest of the family and 
enjoy their company. Many 
families have members who 
don't get along, but it doesn't 
have to cause drama.

****
 DEAR ABBY: Several 

weeks ago, I got a phone call 
from a stranger. She asked 
if I was the "Steve Hall" who 
had been in the Marines, and 
whom she remembered from 
high school. I told her I was 
not, and that I grew up in a 
different part of the country. 
Then I got a letter from her, 
asking essentially the same 
thing. She called again, and 
I repeated my answer and 
wished her luck.

 I'm writing because I am 
concerned for her. She ap-
pears obsessive or perhaps 
very forgetful. She seems 
able to use the internet and 
make phone calls, she is 
calm and polite, her letters 
are brief and lucid, and she 
has neat handwriting. Like I 
said, though, her persistence 
seems odd. I'm just a little 
concerned. What would you 
do in this situation? -- STEW-
ING STRANGER

 DEAR STRANGER: This 
interaction has all the signs of 
a scam. You have already al-
lowed this person to identify 
you as someone who answers 
calls from unknown num-
bers. If you mentioned the 
letter to her, you have verified 
the physical address that goes 
with your phone number.

 Be aware that the caller 
herself may not perpetrate 
the scam. She may be merely 
a scout who identifies possi-
ble victims for the real scam-
mers. In the future, block all 
calls from unknown num-
bers. Also be wary of mail 
from unexpected sources. Do 
not respond to any offer that 
seems too good to be true or 
to anyone demanding pay-
ments that don't make sense 
to you.

****
 DEAR ABBY: I am ap-

proaching 80 and am healthy 
and fairly active. When I look 
in the mirror, I see a pleas-
ant-looking old woman, but 
when photos are taken at hol-
idays, I look even older than 
I am -- and scary -- like the 
granny in the old Addams 
Family comics. What do you 
suppose is wrong with these 
modern cameras? -- BETTER 
THAN THAT IN ATLANTA

 DEAR BETTER THAN 
THAT: The problem is they 
are taking photos in high 
definition. However, this 
problem is easily solved. You 
can ask the photographer 
to touch up the photos elec-
tronically to make everyone 
appear flawless, or you can 
wear sunglasses while view-
ing them.



 A local organization is 
inviting the community to 
come out and push an emp-
ty stroller to draw attention 
to Infant Mortality Aware-
ness Month.
 Heart of Georgia Healthy 
Start Coalition will host 
its Empty Stroller Walk at 9 
a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 8, to 
bring community members 
together to remember ba-
bies who were lost and to 
raise awareness about the 
ongoing fight to reduce in-
fant mortality in local com-
munities.
 The walk will begin at 
the Laurens County Library 
and end at the Dublin City 
Hall, and everyone is wel-
come to attend and partic-
ipate. 
 “We are going to push 
empty strollers,” said La-
tosha Elbert, executive di-
rector at Heart of Georgia 
Healthy Start Coalition. 
“We have people who have 

lost their babies to Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome 
or they are stillborn. It is 
heartbreaking. When they 
categorized infant mortal-
ity, they are looking from 
birth to 1 years old. Even 
if a baby dies as a miscar-
riage, that is counted.” 
 According to Georgia 
data, the state's infant mor-
tality rate was 6.9 deaths 
per 1,000 live births in 
2025, compared to the U.S. 
rate of 5.4 deaths per 1,000 
live births. Tragically, 866 
babies in Georgia died be-
fore reaching their first 
birthday in 2025 (only 16 
were within the South Cen-
tral Health District). These 
numbers are heartbreaking 
and are a reminder why the 
Heart of Georgia Healthy 
Start Coalition’s work is so 
important.
 “We have had several 
stillbirths within the last 
couple of years,” Elbert 
said. “We’ve had some that 
died from (Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome) a couple 

of years ago. Our rates in 
the South Central Health 
District are not as bad as 
Georgia’s rates.”
 Elbert said people push-
ing empty strollers is a 
powerful visual reminder of 
the babies who should be in 
them. 
 “Each empty stroller 
represents a life that mat-
tered, a family that grieves, 
and a community commit-
ted to making sure every 
baby has the opportunity 
to survive and thrive,” she 
said.
 “The event will provide 
an opportunity for fami-
lies, community partners, 
healthcare professionals, 
faith-based organizations, 
local leaders, and advocates 
to come together in remem-
brance while also shining 
a light on the importance 
of maternal and infant 
health.”
 For more information, 
call (478) 274-7616 or go to 
heartofgeorgiahealthystart.
org.

promised but failed to fix its long-running 
deficit. It also revealed how the district, 
with little to no oversight from the local 
board, nearly misspent and mismanaged 
its way into insolvency after an influx of 
more $19 million in federal COVID money 
led to over-hiring and overpaying staff.
 State and federal criminal investigations 
into the district's finances are ongoing.
  After a 30-day waiting period, which 
should end next week, the suspended 

board members have the next 30-day win-
dow to petition the governor individually 
for reinstatement, which would be decid-
ed at another hearing. Any board member 
who does not petition would be perma-
nently removed. 
 The law calls for the governor to sus-
pend the board with pay, which Dublin's 
members were. However, board members 
are paid only for meetings they attend, and 
the suspended board members already had 
agreed to forfeit their pay with the system 
struggling.

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

NOTICE

�e City of Montrose Council does hereby announce that the City of Montrose millage rate will be 
set at its Tuesday meeting, September 15, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall, 1090 First Street, Montrose, 
Georgia 31065. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Sec 48-5-32, as amended, the Council hereby publishes the 
following presentation for the current year’s tax digest and proposed levy.

In accordance with Georgia law, all taxable property shall be assessed at forty percent of its fair market 
value, which will be determined by the Tax Commissioner of Laurens County. �e taxable property 
shall then be taxed by the City at a millage rate of 5 mills. By way of an example:

�e average home in Montrose, Georgia has a fair market value of $200,000. �e property owner of 
the $200,000 home would pay $400 in property taxes, as calculated below:

 40% of said value is $80,000. Considering the millage rate to be 5 mills, the property owner  
 shall pay $5 per $1,000 taxable value:

   $80,000 x (5/1,000) = $400.00 taxes owed.

All concerned citizens are invited to attend the three public hearings regarding this tax implementation, 
millage rate adoption, and the tax increase to be held at 1090 First Street, Montrose, Georgia 31065 
on:

 1. Tuesday September 8, 2026 at 6:30 PM,

 2. Saturday September 12, 2026 at 9:00 AM, and

 3. Saturday, September 12, 2026 at 6:00 PM.

All concerned citizens are invited to join these public meeting.

Please take further notice that the City of Montrose is hereby moving its regularly scheduled meeting 
on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 from 7:00 PM to 6:00 PM.

Please take further notice that the City of Montrose is hereby setting a specially set meeting to adopt 
the millage rate and tax levy implementation for Tuesday September 15, 2026 at 7:00 P.M. at 1090 

First Street, Montrose, Georgia 31065.

City Council will render its �nal vote regarding the implementation of ad valorem property taxes 

and the proposed millage rate of 5 mils at 7:00 P.M. on September 15, 2026.

This is the second year 
of the program which is 
opened to all ninth-12th 
graders in local schools, and 
includes those who are ho-
meschooled or taking class-
es online. Students wanting 
to be a part of this have to 
attend business plan work-
shops between Sept. 2 and 
Sept. 11 at their school.  Last 
year, approximately 700 
students attended the busi-
ness plan workshops at the 
four local schools, Kolbie 
said. 
 “This year we hope to 
exceed a thousand students 
getting that opportunity to 
hear about how to write a 
business plan or come up 
with a business idea,” she 
said. “They will listen to in-
structions for about 35 min-
utes and they’ll hear about 
the FLEX program and 
how they can win cash in 
the Shark Tank-style pitch 
competition along with 
running their own business 
and how that works with 
the business mentors in the 
community throughout this 
school year.” 
 Those wanting to par-
ticipate will have about six 

weeks to submit their own 
business plan. Of the plans 
submitted, the top 10 busi-
ness companies will be se-
lected to provide a seed 
loan to and they will receive 
mentorship as they run their 
companies. The students 
will take business finance 
classes, customer service, 
sales and marketing classes 

and dress for success class-
es during the school year.
 “It culminates at the end 
of the year in those top 10 
companies competing for 
the local cash prizes,” Kol-
bie said. “The top compa-
ny then goes to state for a 
chance at a $10,000 grand 
prize along with a lot of oth-
er prizes as well.” 

 Jazzel Diggs, a senior at 
West Laurens High School, 
was the local FLEX winner 
last year. She was the own-
er of Sands of Time Jewel-
ry, a company that designs 
and creates custom beach-
themed jewelry products. 
Paiden Rozier, a freshman 
at Trinity Christian School, 
took second place with his 

business called PlanPal, 
which sells customized stu-
dent planners. Shane Strib-
ling and Armani Williams, 
both seniors at Dublin High 
School, came in third with 
their company Drift Guard, 
which focuses on customi-
zation and repairs of video 
game controllers. 
 “We had a great rep-
resentation,” Kolbie said. 
“More than 60 percent of 
these business statewide 
that are started through the 
FLEX company are still go-
ing on today. Regardless if 
they continue on with their 
businesses after FLEX, 
they have learned amazing 
soft skills, business finance 
skills and it equates into a 
more-well rounded work-
force. It stretches you in 
a lot of different ways. It 
makes the students think 
about what is profitable, 
who their customer is, what 
customer service actually 
looks like and how to invest 
a small amount of money 
to multiply. We give them a 
$200 seed loan and we have 
seen companies take that 
money and made several 
thousand dollars by the end 
of the school year from that 
initial investment.” 
 This lets them see the 

value of hard work, and 
its a good addition to stu-
dents' resumes. But before 
they can get a chance to win 
money, all of the students 
have to attend the business 
plan workshop.
 “That requires zero com-
mitment,” Kolbie said. “You 
just show up. You have to 
take this workshop to un-
derstand what the submis-
sion requirement is for the 
local FLEX.” 
 The last day for a work-
shop is Friday, Sept. 11. The 
local FLEX leadership will 
choose the top 10 business 
plans from across the coun-
ty. The deadline to submit 
those plans is October.
 “We’ll announce those 
top 10 business companies,” 
Kolbie said. “Up to three 
students can participate in 
a single company. They can 
form a company and com-
plete the business plan to-
gether. Once the top 10 are 
chosen, those companies 
will go through the more 
intense workshops. They’ll 
learn about business finance 
from local business finance 
professionals. They’ll learn 
about customer service and 
marketing from local busi-
ness owners.”

SCHOOL BOARD
Continued from page 1

FLEX
Continued from page 1
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Shane Stribling and Armani Williams discuss their business model with Craig West 
during last year's FLEX competition at the Dublin Country Club/PAYTON TOWNS III. File

'Empty Stroller Walk' to raise 
awareness of infant mortality

NEWS DIGEST

	 THE	LAURENS	COUNTY	
BOARD	OF	EDUCATION	will	meet	
for	a	work	session	on	Tuesday,	
Sept.	8	at	5	p.m.	in	the	Laurens	
County	Board	Room.	Following	
that	meeting,	the	board	will	
hold	its	first	public	hearing	on	
the	millage	rate	at	6	p.m.	On	
Thursday,	Sept.	10,	the	board	will	
meet	for	their	regular	monthly	
meeting	at	5:30	p.m.	also	held	in	
the	board	room.
	 The	following	is	the	agenda	
for	the	work	shop,	at	5	p.m.	on	
Sept.	8:
	 -	Call	to	order
	 -	Invocation
	 -	Pledge
	 -	Approval	of	agenda
	 -	Discussions:
	 -	Spending	resolution
	 -	Board	policy	GARH:	Employ-
ee	leaves	and	absences
	 -	Board	policy	IDE	(3):	Com-
petitive	iInterscholastic	activities
	 -	Board	policy	JCDAF:	Use	of	
electronic	devices	by	students
	 -	Board	policy	JBC:	School	
admissions
	 -	Board	policy:	JAA:	Equal	
educational	opportunities
	 -	Board	policy:	IHF:	Gradua-
tion	requirements
	 -	Board	policy:	Promotion	and	
retention
	 -	FY	26	local	school	board	
governance	annual	report
	 -	FY	27	local	school	board	
training	plan
	 -	Executive	session	-	person-
nel

	 -	Adjourn

	 The	following	is	the	agenda	
for	the	first	public	hearing	at	6	
p.m.	on	Sept.	8:
	 -	Call	to	order
	 -	Invocation
	 -	Pledge
	 -	Approval	of	agenda
	 -	First	public	hearing	-	millage	
rate
	 -	Adjourn

	 The	following	is	the	agenda	
for	the	regular	board	meeting,	at	
5:30	p.m.	on	Sept.	10:
	 -	Call	to	order
	 -	Invocation
	 -	Pledge
	 -	Approval	of	agenda
	 -	Clean	school	recognition
	 -	FY	District	academic	update
	 -	Approval	of	spending	reso-
lution
	 -	Approval	of	the	FY	26	local	
school	board	governance	annual	
report
	 -	Approval	of	the	FY	27	local	
school	board	training	plan
	 -	Second	reading	and	approv-
al	of	polices:
	 -	Board	policy	GARH:	Employ-
ee	leaves	and	absences
	 -	Board	policy	IDE	(3):	Com-
petitive	iInterscholastic	activities
	 -	Board	policy	JCDAF:	Use	of	
electronic	devices	by	students
	 -	Board	policy	JBC:	School	
admissions
	 -	Board	policy:	JAA:	Equal	
educational	opportunities

	 -	Board	policy:	IHF:	Gradua-
tion	requirements
	 -	Board	policy:	Promotion	and	
retention
	 -	Consent	agenda
	 -	Audience	participation
	 -	Executive	session	-	person-
nel
	 -	Approval	of	personnel
	 -	Superintendent	and	board	
member	comments



while I’m doing it,” Yar-
brough said. “I have worked 
on an ambulance for seven 
months to do clinicals and 
I did 12-hour shifts. I kind 
of have a good idea what I 
would be doing. That’s how 
I know this is for me.”  
 Harrison, who was a 
member of the Oconee Drug 
Task Force, was killed in the 
line of duty on Oct. 9, 2021 
outside the Alamo Police 
Department. That was his 
first shift working part-time 
for the APD. 
 Funds from this rodeo 
will help the foundation as-
sist others with their public 
safety careers.
 “I am hoping that this 
rodeo will get bigger each 
year,” Kathy said. “We have 
more law enforcement here 
this year. The business-
es and sponsors have been 
wonderful. It means the 
world to us that so many 
people have come out.”
 She also thanked Misty 
Brantley, the director and 
founder of the rodeo, for 
what she put to making the 
rodeo a success.
 “She is amazing,” Kathy 
said. “(Brantley) has put so 
much into this.”
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SHIELDS & SPURS
Continued from page 1

Pros — and amateurs — compete at the second annual Shields & Spurs Rodeo at Southern Pines/DANNY SCARBORO
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Vol. 027 | Join Herald the Hound every Tuesday on Kids' Corner from The Courier Herald
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ANSWER KEYS

Character

Challenge

Problem

Solution

Feeling

Brave

Choice 

Lesson

Write the definition of each word:

WORKSHEET OF THE WEEK

Class of the week: Mrs. Smith's class at Susie Dasher
Herald the Hound 
stopped by Dublin's 
Susie Dasher 
Elementary School last 
week and visited with 
students in Mrs. Sierra
Smith's class. After 
reading the classic book 
"Don't Let the Pigeon 
Drive the Bus," a story 
about a bird over eager 
to get behind the wheel 
of a large automobile, 
the students broke out 
their pencils and wrote 
about their favorite 
animals.

Dogs, cats and monkeys were 
the favorite animals of the kids 
in Mrs. Smith's class. See below 
for one of the responses from last 
week's worksheet.   

After story time, the 
students dove into 
the newspaper and 
completed the Kids' 
Corner worksheet. 
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