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For Mount Vernon’s La Cabaña 
Mexican Restaurant, 2026 marks a 
decade after the business recovered 
and reopened from a devastating fire.

Jesse Diaz, La Cabaña’s current 
general manager, has lived in Geor-
gia for 31 years, with much of that 
time spent working in the restaurant 
industry. She got her start in 1995 
cleaning tables and dealing with a 
language barrier, as English is not her 
first language.

“When I came here in 1995, I 
started to work here with not much 
English, and I used to have to clean 
tables,” said Diaz. “That was my job: 
clean tables.”

Diaz began learning English, 

not through academic study but by 
ear, and began working her way up 
through the restaurant industry in 
Augusta. Eventually, in 2013, she 
came to Mount Vernon to open a 
new location for La Cabaña Mexican 
Restaurant, a Georgia chain of Mexi-
co-inspired dine-in restaurants.

Diaz serves as the restaurant’s 
general manager, meaning she is re-
sponsible for all of the day-to-day op-
erations of the business. This means 
she may serve as a cook, a waiter or 
any other role the restaurant needs at 
a given time.

“My job is to make sure everything 
is good…, you know, dining room, the 
kitchen and everything,” said Diaz.

However, on April 1, 2015 – on Di-
az’s birthday – a storm caused faulty 

lining to catch fire, destroying the 
restaurant’s kitchen. Issues with the 
insurance company left the restau-
rant closed for 16 months and Diaz, 
single mother of four children, with-
out a job.

“I’m a single mom of four kids, and 
when that happened, my twins were 
two years old, and I [didn’t] have a 
job and I have four kids,” said Diaz. 
“So, for that 16 months, [it] was kind 
of a nightmare for me, you know, be-
cause I was surviving.”

When La Cabaña reopened in 
2016, Diaz felt she and the business 
were coming back stronger. Not 
much had changed since the fire, but 

Mount Vernon's La Cabana Mexican Restaurant suffered a severe fire in 2015, yet it reopened in 2016 
and has remained in operation ever since/LOGAN REYNOLDS

Alamo City Manager Jeffery Floyd and Mayor Pamela Lee 
stand in the Alamo City Hall on Aug. 28 in celebration 
of the city's 177th anniversary. City employees gave 
visitors food and drinks, and the city distributed $200 in 
giveaways from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m./LOGAN REYNOLDS

La Cabana: A decade after the fire

LA CABANA
Continued on page 6

SNAPSHOTS: 
ALAMO CELEBRATES THE 
CITY'S 177TH BIRTHDAY

SNAPSHOTS: 
EAGLES DEFEAT BULLDOGS  
The Montgomery County Eagles and 
the Wheeler County Bulldogs in action 
on Aug. 28 at Brogdon Field in Mount 
Vernon. The Eagles won 15-14
/LOGAN REYNOLDS

By LOGAN REYNOLDS
Staff Reporter
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Imagine buying a brand-new, top-of-the-line 
smartphone. It has incredible processing power, a 
high-resolution camera, and endless potential. But 
there’s a catch: You don’t have a charging cable. No 
matter how advanced or expensive the phone is, 
without power, it’s just an expensive paperweight. 
Something like that happens quite often in the Bi-
ble; for example, in John chapter 5 with a man who 
was lame.

In John 5:1–15, we’ll meet the lame man at the 
Pool of Bethesda who lived like that cell phone pa-
perweight for 38 years. He was surrounded in Je-
rusalem by religious services, daily prayers, a tem-
ple, Jewish laws and rules and the expectations of 
priests, Pharisees, and Sadducees. But amid all that 
religious power, he’d laid by the pool of Bethesda 
for 38 years without a charging cable and no way to 
access that power.

Then Jesus walks into the scene to both change 
his physical condition, but also to change his spir-
itual situation… to save him, to heal him, and to 
make him whole again. The Biblical word for save 
is “soterios” meaning both a physical and a spiritu-
al healing. Dr. Frank Stanger, president of Asbury 
Theological Seminary while I was there, says we 
should, rather than ask for physical healing, ask for 
wholeness! 

The Pool of Bethesda was surrounded by a 
crowd of sick, blind, and paralyzed people. Accord-
ing to local tradition, an angel would periodically 
stir the waters, and all those broken people would 
race to the pool. The first one to reach the water was 
healed… according to the legend. When Jesus asks 
the man if he wants to get well, he replies, "Sir, …I 
have no one to help me into the pool when the water 
is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else 
goes down ahead of me." (John 5:7)

In physics, when electrical energy flows through 
a wire it creates resistance. Some of the electrical en-
ergy is lost as heat when the electrons in the copper 
vibrate and collide. But if you cool certain materials 
to ultra-low temperatures, they become super-con-
ductors and the resistance drops to near-zero.

Something like that happens when we try to for-
give our own sins or solve our own problems. It’s 
like a lame man in a race to the pool. We get frus-
trated. We lose energy. We burn out. But Jesus of-
fers to be our super-conductor with a zero-resistant 
wire to the power of God. With a word, he healed 
the royal official’s son in Cana and now heals the 
lame man at the Pool of Bethesda! And now, “Do 
you want to get well? (John 5.6)

Charles "Buddy" Whatley is a retired Method-
ist pastor serving the Dawson Street Methodist in 
Thomasville, Ga.

PASTOR'S VIEWPOINT

By CHARLES "BUDDY" WHATLEY

Heaven and a penny

And when he had agreed with the labourers for 
a penny a day, he sent them into the vineyard.

Matthew 20:2

I have heard this story talked about over and 
over throughout my life. I have heard some say it 
at funerals and in church services too. The strange 
thing to me is the difference in the narrative. Dif-
ferent people see it differently. Some rejoice at the 
message of the 11th hour and another squint at it 
and question the validity of the thought that a per-
son can be saved at the end of their life after being 
in rebellion to Jesus throughout their living years. 

At risk of sounding redundant in these articles I 
must add, either you believe it or you don’t. 

I personally do believe it just as it is written. 
That would be my opinion about everything written 
in the Bible. I believe it all. It is the infallible Word 
of God for me. That is not to say that my ideology 
of perception doesn't get challenged. Over and over 
throughout my studies, I come across things in the 
Bible that cause me to say, wow. The one thing that 
I have to say is, well the Bible is correct. So, I sim-
ply have to change my way of perception to that of 
the Bible. This topic for a lot of people is just that 
way. Some struggle with the last event.  Everyone 
got the same payment, even the 11th hour people. 
That to me is including the deathbed. I realize that 
is the part of the controversial processing of the 
text. There has been a few different people who 
had found themselves on their death bed and lost. 
The reality is that the appearance of a person dying 
causes a very real urgency to cry out to the Lord. I 
have witnessed those who cried out with a very real 
heart of repentance and I have to say I believe that 
grace works for them as much as it does for those 
of us who have been in the vineyard for a long time. 

Thank God is all I know to say, Thank God for 
the precious blood of Jesus that takes away the sin 
of sinful man. I once knew a man who was a drunk 
and an abusive spouse. He was saved late in life. 
Around his mid 70s, I think. His wife had passed 
away and his kids all grown and moved away before 
he found his way to the Lord. He would testify of his 
conversion and his regret for not doing so earlier 
while his wife was living and his kids were young. 
Though he had a level of regret for his past, he knew 
he was saved, and yes he had a change in his person 
and actions. He wasn’t an eleventh hour salvation 
story but he was not the first hour story either. So, 
if you are struggling with time, I want you to realize 
that since you are living, there is still time to repent 
and be saved. Today is your day. Confess Jesus as 
your Lord, and believe the gospel and you will be 
saved. It is almost so easy that it is hard to perceive 
that Jesus would let me have the gift that easily.

Albert White is the pastor of Blocker's Chapel 
Church on Thompson Pond Rd. in Vidalia, Ga.

By ALBERT WHITE

Patricia Winburn 
Dobbins

Mrs. Patricia Winburn 
Dobbins, 92, beloved wife 
of William Mayes Dobbins, 
passed away at her Dob-
bins Street home on Tues-
day, Aug. 4, 2026. Patricia 
was a native of Eastman, 
Dodge County, Georgia. 
“Trish”, as she was affec-
tionately known, was a 1950 
graduate of Eastman High 
School and a graduate of 
Middle Georgia College in 
Cochran, Georgia where 
she was named Miss Middle 
Georgia College during her 
time there. Trish was a true 
southern belle! Patricia met 
the love of her life, Mayes 
Dobbins, in Dodge County. 
Upon their marriage in 1953, 
they made their home in Mt. 
Vernon, Georgia where they 
reared their family. Trish 
was fiercely proud of her 
family. They enjoyed a life 
of dedication to education 
and building a sports dy-
nasty recognized through-
out the state of Georgia. 
The Dobbins were dedicat-
ed to Montgomery Coun-
ty in so many facets. Mrs. 
Dobbins operated a private 
kindergarten prior to being 
employed by Montgomery 
County Board of Education. 
She served the Montgomery 
County Board of Education 
as a primary school librarian, 
secretary, “surrogate” mom 
to all her students and as a 
paraprofessional. She was 
employed with the board of 
education for 46 years. To 
say “The Dobbins Family” 
has always been friends of 
Montgomery County is an 
understatement. In 2024, 
Trish was honored by the 
city of Mt. Vernon when she 
was presented with a “Key to 
the City” on her 90th birth-
day. She was then honored 
in 2025 when Montgomery 
County Schools named the 
school auditorium in the 
1929 building the “Mrs. Pa-
tricia Dobbins Auditorium”. 
She was a former member 
of Mt. Vernon Presbyterian 
Church and a current mem-
ber of Calvary’s Grace Bap-
tist Church. She was also a 
member of the Daughters of 
Confederacy, Daughters of 
American Revolution (East-
man chapter) and Georgia 
Retired Educators Asso-
ciation. Mrs. Dobbins had 
several happy venues – her 
everyday life in Montgom-
ery County, shopping, get-
ting her hair and nails done, 
eating out, watching sports 
of any kind and at any time, 
and enjoying the shores of 
Saint Simons Island, Geor-
gia.

She is preceded in death 
by her husband, Mayes Dob-

Michael Billy Spivey
Funeral services for Mr. 

Michael Billy Spivey were 
held Monday, Aug. 31, 2026 
at 11 a.m. in the chapel of 
Higgs Funeral Home in 
Soperton. Burial was in the 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Laurens Coun-
ty. Reverend Henry Lamb 
officiated. Mr. Spivey died 
Friday, Aug. 28, 2026.

Mr. Spivey, 57, was the 

Charlene Marie Foskey
 Charlene Marie Foskey, 

age 86, beloved wife of the 
late Thomas Franklin Fos-
key of the Rosemont Com-
munity of Soperton passed 
away, at her home on Tues-
day evening,                August 
25, 2026, surrounded by her 
family. 

Born in Clay Center, Kan-
sas, she was the eldest of 
three children born to the 
late James Robert Hatfield 

OBITUARIES
bins; son, Dobby Dobbins; 
grandson, Turner Brice; 
son-in-law, Mitchell Brice; 
parents, William McLendon 
“Mac” Winburn and Mary 
Elizabeth “Mary Lizzie” 
Mullis Winburn; brothers, 
Charles Winburn, Gene Mac 
Winburn and Lewis Win-
burn.

Her family includes her 
two daughters, Debra Dob-
bins Gay and husband Carl 
of Ailey and Donna Brice 
Sharpton and husband Jim-
my of Mt. Vernon; daughter-
in-law, Susan Martocchia 
Milne of Hull; five grand-
children, Tamra Rodgers 
and husband Reid of Ailey, 
Dominique Munday and 
husband Andy of Commerce, 
Gabe Gay and wife Amanda 
of Dublin, Tanner Brice of 
Manchester, Tennessee, and 
Carmen Suttles and husband 
Tim of Hawkinsville; and 
nine great-grandchildren, 
Cayden Rodgers, Calli Rod-
gers, Carter Rodgers, Grady 
Gay, Grace Marie Gay, Can-
non Suttles, Avery Suttles, 
Monroe Munday and Mable 
Munday.

The funeral service was 
held at Calvary’s Grace Bap-
tist Church in Ailey on Sat-
urday morning, August 8th, 
2026 at 10:00 a.m. with Pas-
tor Brian Patrick and Rever-
end David Blalock officiat-
ing. Burial followed at Mt. 
Vernon Memorial Cemetery.

Pallbearers were Phillip 
Overstreet, Virgil McRae, 
Glen Posey, Carl Lowe, Jar-
ed Phillips, Garrett McDon-
ald, Dr. Joe Brogden and Al 
Conner.

Honorary Pallbearers 
were all retired and current 
employees of Montgomery 
County Schools and men 
of Calvary’s Grace Baptist 
Church.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to SOAPS, Sweet Onion An-
imal Protection Society, PO 
Box 210, Vidalia, GA 30475, 
the Turner Dobbins Brice 
Scholarship Fund, PO Box 
401, Mt. Vernon, GA 30445 
or Calvary's Grace Baptist 
Church, 777 U.S. Hwy 280, 
Ailey, GA 30410.

Ronald V. Hall Funer-
al Home of Vidalia was in 
charge of arrangements.

son of the late Charles Billy 
Spivey and Eunice Lee Mc-
Coy Spivey. He was born 
in Dublin, Ga. on Aug. 26, 
1969, was a recent resident 
of Santa Claus, Ga. but had 
lived most of his life in East 
Dublin. He was a graduate of 
Brewton Christian Academy 
and was a retired truck driv-
er of 36 years. He loved the 
Georgia Bulldogs, NASCAR, 
the Huddle House but most 
of all “he loved his family”. 
He always said, "If he called 
you his friend, you were his 
family."

He is survived by his 
wife, Laura Mitchell Spivey 
of Lyons; two sons, Charles 
Michael (Lydia) Spivey of 
McRae and Cameron Mat-
thew Spivey of Lyons; three 
brothers, Randy “Spook” 
Spivey of Dexter, Andrew 
(Jade) McCoy of Wrights-
ville and Jesus Gynjuama of 
Dublin and several nieces, 
nephews and other relatives.

Pallbearers were Mat-
thew Mallory, Matthew 
Lamb, Tom Benton, Jordan 
Kelley, Jarad Kelley and 
Camrin Benton.

Mr. Henry Green was an 
Honorary Pallbearer.

Higgs Funeral Home 
(higgsfuneralhomeandflo-
rist.com and facebook) of 
Soperton had charge of ar-
rangements.

and Edna Marie Copeland 
Hatfield.  She and her sib-
lings grew up in Kansas.  She 
married her husband, Frank, 
in 1957 and they later moved 
to the Soperton area in 1967.  

Mrs. Foskey worked with 
Roydonwear until it’s clos-
ing in the 1980s and then 
worked with Soperton Man-
ufacturing, Woolrich and 
the Soperton Shirt Factory, 
from where she retired.  

Her husband passed 
away in 2001.

Mrs. Foskey was fond of 
attending gospel sings, cro-
cheting, sewing and working 
in her yard.

She had been a longtime 
member of Rosemont Bap-
tist Church.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she is pre-
ceded in death by her only 
brother, Kenneth “Kenny” 
Hatfield.

She leaves behind, her 
children: Linda Maddox 
(Alvin), Michael “Mike” 
Foskey (Tina), Pam Rich-
ardson (Lamar), and Jimmy 
Dean Foskey (Karen), all of 
Soperton; her only surviv-
ing sibling, Rita Kelly of Co-
lumbus, GA; grandchildren, 
Monica, Brian, Alan, Jamie, 
Edward, Jeana, Ashton, Re-
bekah, Rena, Scott, Bridgett 
and Dusty; numerous great 
and great great grandchil-
dren and several nieces and 
nephews.   

Funeral services were 
conducted at 11:00 o’clock 
in the morning on Friday, 
August 28, 2026 in the Bil-
ly Williams Chapel of Sam-
mons Funeral Home with 
Pastor Dwayne Clements of-
ficiating.

Mrs. Foskey was laid to 
rest beside her husband 
in the Rosemont Baptist 
Church Cemetery.

Serving as pallbearers 
were: Brian Foskey, Dusty 
Foskey, Edward Bridges, 
Jamie Bridges, Alan Bridges 
and Scott Richardson.

Please share a memory, 
leave a condolence message 
and sign the online guest 
register at www.sammons-
funeralhome.com

Sammons Funeral 
Home, Family Owned 
and Operated Since 
1917. Call (912) 529-4411 
or (478) 455-0671.
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DID YOU KNOW...?

Good grief, where is the time going so quickly?  
I mean, here it is September already!

You know what that means, right?  (Well, you 
do if you’re a regular reader of this silly stuff.). 
It means that later on, just three more weeks or 
so, I have another one of those silly events called 
“birthdays.”

This month, I’ll turn 68 years old.
While I ruminate on what all that could possi-

bly mean, I’ll turn over the trivia column and let 
you enjoy some things that don’t cause me to feel 
older.

Did you know…
… two separate attacks on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

took place during World War II?  We are all fa-
miliar with the “day of infamy” attack which hap-
pened on December 7, 1941, and which brought 
the United States into the war.  A second attack, 
on March 4, 1942, is lesser known.  Dubbed “Op-
eration K,” this involved two Japanese flying boats 
attacking Oahu Island once again, specifically 
targeting a dock.  Bad weather and even worse 
navigation caused the bombers to miss the dock, 
dropping their ordinance harmlessly near a high 
school.  (Thanks to Terry for the tip!)

… an astronomer once designed a super-tele-
scope?  Adrien Auzout (1622-1691) drew up a de-
sign for a 1,000-foot-long refracting telescope.  He 
thought that the telescope would have a magni-
fication so great that he would be able to see an-
imals on the Moon.  The telescope would not be 
contained in a tube, but instead would have been 
an “aerial” telescope which uses lenses mounted 
high in a tree or on a pedestal, and the observer 
holding the eyepiece lens.  (Now that would be a 
heavenly view.)

… a man can make a sound humans can’t hear, 
but elephants can?  Tim Storms (born 1972), a 
singer said to have the “world’s deepest voice,” 
holds the world record for the lowest note pro-
duced by a human.  The note is eight octaves be-
low the lowest G on a piano, and cannot be heard 
by the human ear – but elephants can hear it, sci-
entists say.  Storms himself cannot hear the note, 
but he says he can “feel” it in his head.  His vocal 
abilities arise from the fact that his vocal cords 
are twice as long as most peoples’.  (What the el-
ephants think of Mr. Storms’ ability has not been 
recorded for posterity.)

… a famous American general was nominat-
ed three times for the Medal of Honor?  Douglas 
MacArthur (1880-1964), one of the most well-
known and controversial Army officers in Ameri-
can history, was nominated for the Medal of Hon-
or on three separate occasions.  The first was in 
1914, when then-Captain MacArthur conducted 
long-range reconnaissance behind enemy lines in 
Mexico as part of the Veracruz expedition.  The 
award was submitted by General Leonard Wood 
(1860-1927), but was rejected by a board con-
vened to review the award, which said awarding 
the Medal of Honor might encourage staff officers 
to ignore their commanders and go off on their 
own missions.  The second recommendation came 
during World War I, when then-Brigadier Gener-
al MacArthur led another reconnaissance patrol, 
this one into a gap in German barbed wire fenc-
ing and was wounded, ending up the sole survi-
vor of the patrol.  This award was submitted by 
General Charles Summerall (1867-1955), but was 
downgraded to a Distinguished Service Cross.  
MacArthur did receive the Medal of Honor in 
1942, during World War II, but not for any spe-
cific moment of gallantry.  Rather, MacArthur was 
awarded the Medal to offset Japanese propaganda 
about him supposedly “deserting” his command in 
the Philippines after he was ordered to leave for 
Australia.  (Thanks to Dave for the tip!)

… filming of one movie caused another movie 
to shut down for a day?  When the 2007 movie No 
Country for Old Men was being filmed in Marfa, 
Texas, a cloud of smoke from the set of another 
movie being filmed there, There Will Be Blood, 
caused the production to shut down for a day.  
What makes this a very interesting coincidence is 
the fact that There Will Be Blood filmed in Mar-
fa for months, but No Country for Old Men only 
worked in the town for two weeks.  (I guess no-
body ever heard of coordinating schedules.)

… two rival Mexican religious groups are based 
on soft drinks?  In the town of Chamula, located in 
the southern state of Chiapas, Mexico, shamans in 
a religious group began using Coca-Cola™ in their 
rituals to heal worshipers.  When word of this got 
back to rival Pepsi-Cola™, that company began 
giving commissions to shamans to get them to rec-
ommend Pepsi instead.  Coke did the same thing, 
and now in Chamula there’s the Coca-Cola group 
and the Pepsi group.  The “Coca-Cola Church” is 
actually a tourist attraction.  (I got nothing here, 
folks.)

… engagement rings are expensive because of 
a marketing ploy?  The “standard” value of an en-
gagement ring is said to be two months’ salary for 
the prospective groom.  This arbitrary standard 
was created by the DeBeers Diamond Company’s 
advertising agency.  Additional trivia note:  Dia-
monds are only valuable, some sources say, be-
cause of DeBeers.  The company keeps millions 
of dollars worth of diamonds hidden in order to 
drive up the price of those on the market, or so it 
is alleged.

Now... you know!

By JACK BAGLEY
Georgia Trust For Local News

Was a well-known American 
general nominated three 
times for the Medal of Honor?
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COUCH THEATER

Gal Gadot stars in "The Runner""/Photo courtesy of MovieStillsDB

Star Wars: The Mandalorian and Grogu (PG-13)
Sometimes a film can have a notable director such as 

Jon Favreau ("The Lion King"), popular lead stars like Pe-
dro Pascal ("Fantastic 4: The First Steps") and Jeremy Allen 
White ("The Bear"), and even a score composed by an Oscar 
winner like Ludwig Goransson ("The Odyssey") -- and still 
not meet box-office expectations! It certainly didn't meet 
Disney's, as it was the lowest-grossing live-action "Star 
Wars" film of all time. This sci-fi film is a continuation of 
the three-season series "The Mandalorian" (2019-2023), 
which follows bounty hunter Din Djarin (Pascal) and his 
foundling, Grogu. Instead of a fourth season, its creators 
decided to move toward a feature film about the duo, who 
get recruited by the New Republic to rescue Rotta the Hutt 
(White). Stream it on Sept. 2! (Disney+)

Mayday (PG-13)
Ryan Reynolds is back on our screens after the success-

ful third installment of his "Deadpool" franchise! Trading 
in his skintight red suit for a United States Air Force uni-
form, Reynolds plays pilot Troy "Assassin" Kelly in this ac-
tion-comedy film out on Sept. 4. After ejecting himself from 
his plane to survive a head-on collision, Troy lands in the 
Russian wilderness and quickly encounters ex-KGB car-
penter Nikolai Ustinov (Kenneth Branagh). Nikolai, who 
greatly admires the American government and culture, 
agrees to help Troy get outside of enemy lines. Of course, 
even with their combat skills and the power of their two 
heads combined, it won't be an easy feat. (Apple TV)

The Runner (PG-13)
Having gone under the radar for a bit after the catastro-

phe that was "Snow White" (2025), Gal Gadot has found 
herself in a new lead role for an action thriller that's way 
more up her alley. Gadot portrays Maia, an attorney, moth-
er and running enthusiast. In the middle of her normal run 
after dropping her son, Noah, off to school, she receives 
what she assumes is an ordinary call from him, until she 
hears a man on the other end of the line. Startled, Maia 
listens intently as the caller tells her that he has abducted 
Noah, and only if she follows each of the caller's rules will 
Noah get to live. Damian Lewis ("Pressure'") and Alfred 
Enoch ("The Critic") co-star. Premieres Sept. 2. (Amazon 
Prime Video)

The Man Will Burn (TV-MA)
This four-part documentary series that's out now on 

streaming takes on the radical weeklong desert festival 
known as Burning Man. Originating in 1986 on Baker 
Beach in San Francisco, Burning Man has since evolved 
into a large-scale event consisting of more than 70,000 par-
ticipants. Now held at its iconic venue of Black Rock City, 
Nevada, the festival brings together people from around 
the world with a foundation of 10 main principles: radical 
inclusion, gifting, decommodification, radical self-reliance, 
radical self-expression, communal effort, civic responsi-
bility, leaving no trace, participation, and immediacy. The 
series explores its history, the nonprofit that organizes the 
festival, and how celebrity culture has infiltrated Black 
Rock City. (HBO Max)

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

By DEMI TAVERAS
King Features

Too many flavors of toothpaste
While doing a little light house-

work the other day, I discovered a 
glob of fluorescent blue gel at the 
bottom of the sink.

My daughter, like most little 
girls, is enamored with all things 
squishy or made of clay and slime, 
and she, like seemingly everyone 
in her circle of influence, loves to 
play mad scientist with these goo-
ey toys, creating their own out of 
plastic wrap and balloons or dis-
secting the ones I spent my hard-
earned money on. I have spent too 
much of my life unclogging drains 
congested with the leftovers of her 
experiments At first I believed my 
afternoon was going to be booked 
up taking apart another obstructed 
P-trap. 

I tried to wipe away the sub-
stance with the rag clutched in 
my fist and the azure sludge only 
smeared across the white ceram-
ic surface. My initial fear was as-
suaged; it wasn't slime, it was 
toothpaste. 

I had two thoughts as I con-
tinued to scrub away at the ev-
er-spreading smudge: Why does 
something meant to clean your 
teeth make such a mess everywhere 
else and how well are the members 
of my household, particularly the 
youngest ones, brushing their teeth 
when most of the toothpaste ends 
up at the bottom of the sink? 

There are two kinds of people in 
this world - those who are shrewd 
practitioners of oral hygiene and 
those who take a lackadaisical ap-
proach to brushing and flossing. 
I've been on both ends of this spec-
trum and both sides keep the den-
tist office busy. 

I'm always surprised at the vari-
ety of flavors toothpaste comes in 

these days. For decades of my life 
I believed there was mint and cin-
namon, the latter being only for old 
people. At every visit for a cleaning 
the list grows longer and longer. It 
takes the poor hygienist more time 
to rattle off the options than it does 
to actually brush my teeth. Among 
the popular offerings, I'm told, is 
birthday cake. 

It seems counterintuitive, yes, 
but maybe the good people at Col-
gate are getting desperate.  

The Egyptians were the first 
people to develop an oral hygiene 
routine. Some 5,000 years ago, the 
first tooth cleaner was concocted 
out of the ashes of burnt ox hooves, 
pumice and egg shells. The Greeks 
and Romans improved on the reci-
pe, if you can call it that, by adding 
crushed bones and oyster shells. 
Apparently garbage is good for the 
teeth.

Ironically, the toothbrush didn't 
come along until more than 3,000 

years later. A clever soul living in 
China during the Tang Dynasty, at-
tached hog hair bristles to a piece 
of bamboo. Rumor has it that the 
inventor was known for his less-
than-stellar good looks and was 
trying to find a way to impress the 
ladies. 

Fluoride wasn't clinically prov-
en to benefit teeth until the 1950s, 
though  the chemical was added to 
the drinking water supply of Flint, 
Michigan in 1945. An attendant 
was stationed at all municipal wa-
ter fountains to ask thirsty partak-
ers if they wanted mint or cinna-
mon. The latter being only for the 
elderly, of course.   

Back in the confines of my own 
home, with a freshly cleaned sink, 
at least until the next tooth brush-
ing session, I'm just thankful that 
toothpaste evolved from animal 
parts and bone meal. 

The next time I'm at the dentist, 
I think I'll give birthday cake a try.

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY



I have warned my two 
kids that if they ever con-
templated divorcing their 
spouse, I was keeping the 
one they brought.  My son-
in-law is a retired public 
schoolteacher with a PhD, a 
coach and was named Geor-
gia’s Teacher of the Year.  He 
can build anything, includ-
ing the house they have oc-
cupied for the past 35 years. 
He is kind and thoughtful 
and smart as a whip.

My daughter-in-law is 
a nurse who spent most of 
her career in hospital nurs-
ing and retired as a hospice 
care nurse, one of the tough-
est jobs I can imagine.  As I 
have stated on previous oc-
casions, she is credited with 
having saved my life (that, 
according to the doctors) 
when she saw how pale I 
looked one evening and got 
me to an emergency clinic 
and then into the hospital. 
It was sepsis.  She remains 
my go-to regarding matters 
of my health.

It’s a shame I’m not run-
ning for the U.S. Senate in 
Georgia.  I could talk about 
the real issues facing our na-
tion and not have to worry 
about dealing with the next 
harangue coming from an 
in-law.  I’m afraid that is not 
the case for Republican can-
didate, Cong. Mike Collins.  
His race-ranting, antise-
mitic, misogynistic son-in-
law doesn’t seem to have an 
off-switch or much interest 
in helping his father-in-law 
focus on the issues instead 
of having to talk about him. 

David Alan Scheer II is 
identified as a social media 
influencer which is said to 
be  “someone who uses their 
trust and credibility online 
to shape attitudes, behav-
iors and decisions.”

According to various 
sources, Scheer has some 
1.5 million followers on 
TikTok, YouTube, Insta-
gram, Telegram and other 
channels. His misbegotten 
efforts to shape attitudes, 
behaviors and decisions are 
only serving to make his 
father-in-law’s campaign a 
lot more difficult than it al-
ready is where polls show 
him running behind incum-
bent Democratic Sen. Jon 
Ossoff.

On his Telegram chan-
nel, Scheer wrote, “We’re 
going to retake America 
for Christian White men!”  
I have a feeling God is go-
ing to zap whatever brains 
this guy may have (which 
can’t be a lot) when the 
time comes and will hope-
fully give the privilege of 
pulling the switch to Ray 
Charles Robinson, of Al-
bany, Georgia, and Moses.  
In the meantime,  I would 
suggest Scheer spend more 
time reading the Sermon on 
the Mount and less time on 
Telegram.  He might learn 
what Christianity is really 
all about.

Scheer has called Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu a “Satanic war-
mongering, Zionist piece of 
garbage” and in 2025 dis-
played a German Nazi Par-

ty propaganda poster from 
the 1930s with the text “I 
want to make babies, Not 
die for Israel.”  Ask the Na-
zis how that turned out for 
them.  He has also asserted 
that Jews have “captured 
American politics,” and that 
“Gen-Z doesn’t hate Hitler.” 
(Gen-Zer’s are defined as 
14 to 29 years of age.  What 
do they know about Hitler?  
Ask them instead about 
Taylor Swift or love bomb-
ing.)

As for women, Scheer 
has stated, “(R)epeal the 
19th amendment and a lot 
of issues will resolve them-
selves.” The 19th Amend-
ment guarantees women 
the right to vote.  I’m going 
to assume the women in the 
Collins household have no 
problem with being thought 
of as unworthy to vote.  The 
women in the Yarbrough 
household would punch his 
sexist lights out.  That would 

resolve a lot of issues, too.
I don’t know Mike Col-

lins. I did know his daddy, 
the late Cong. Mack Col-
lins, quite well. He was very 
helpful to us in the runup to 
the 1996 Centennial Olym-
pic Games.  And a good guy.  
His son may be a good guy, 
too, but if he can’t manage 
his family how can he man-
age the affairs of state?

Mike Collins either can’t 
or won’t get Scheer to shut 
his trap.  How all of this can 
be a positive in his cam-
paign is a mystery to me. 
He had to abort a press con-
ference in Monroe County 
recently because reporters 
kept asking him to address 
the claims of his son-in-
law's ties to antisemitism 
and white nationalism, in-
stead of letting him discuss 
his health care initiatives, 
which was the purpose of 
the press conference.   You 
can bet it won’t be the last 

time this happens. 
Watching this guy spew 

his verbal garbage on the 
Internet reminds me to say 
thank you to Ted and to 
Jackie. You two may not be 
social influencers but you 
are great in-laws who have 
never embarrassed me or 
the family. Maybe I should 
have run for the Senate.

Son-in-law not helpful in Mike Collins senate campaign

DICK YARBROUGH

Dolly Parton left us last 
week. She entered America’s 
hearts as a country music 
performer. She leaves us as 
one of our most iconic and 
beloved figures. Tributes to 
her indicate our hearts are 
broken yet full.

She earned everything 
required to be called a ce-
lebrity. She leveraged that 
title to be so much more. 
At every step of the way she 
gave back.

She was born into a dirt 
poor family in Appalachia, 
at least by monetary stan-
dards. As she made clear 
over the years in state-
ment and song, it wasn’t 
money that mattered. Her 
song “Coat of Many Col-
ors” summed it up with the 
lyrics “And oh, I couldn't 
understand it for I felt I 
was rich and I told 'em of 
the love my momma sewed 
in every stitch…But they 
didn't understand it and I 
tried to make them see that 
one is only poor only if they 
choose to be.”

Many didn’t understand 
it, or a less charitable inter-
pretation, is that she was 
still openly looked down 
upon for not giving up her 

rural ways. A famous inter-
view with Barbara Walters 
demonstrated grace and 
class while being called a 
hillbilly to her face. 

She understood her 
roots, and refused to let how 
others viewed her shake 
her. When asked if it both-
ered her to be considered 
a dumb blonde, she said of 
course it didn’t because she 
knew she wasn’t dumb, and 
she knew she wasn’t blonde.

While many were con-
tent with underestimating 
her, she was making the 
most her many talents that 
seemed to outnumber the 
many colors in coat made 
from her mother’s love. 
Singer. Actress. Business-
woman. Philanthropist. Lit-
eracy Advocate. Evangelist. 
Those are just the broad 
professional titles for her 
many successful ventures. 
She had the full set of per-
sonal talents which includ-
ed strength, resolve, perse-
verance, empathy, vision… 
and so many more.  

She took care of her peo-
ple. Dollywood was often 
described as a way to help 
get her family jobs. That 
enterprise alone now em-

ploys about 23,000 of her 
Tennessee family members, 
and provides an almost $2 
billion annual economic im-
pact to a region that is now 
demonstrably richer for her 
contributions.

She didn’t like that her 
people were considered 
dumb by the elites she 
worked with in New York 
and L.A. so she started 
sending kids books.  She’s 
now donated over 300 mil-
lion children’s books to 
promote literacy. I have to 
think she smiled at all the 
recent studies showing Mis-
sissippi now has the highest 
literacy rates in the coun-
try for elementary school 
students…while still seeing 
that we still have so much 
work to do here.

She made direct contri-
butions and efforts to fix 
graduation rates, support 
disaster victims, and medi-
cal research. Each has real, 
tangible results. It wasn’t 
about putting her name on 
buildings, it was about mak-
ing positive changes in lives 
and lifting up entire com-
munities. 

She was an open advo-
cate for her faith in word, 

deed, and song. If you’re 
building a playlist of her 
songs this week, make sure 
you include “He’s Alive”. 

She even sang in my little 
home church’s choir – sort 
of. About 15 years ago she 
starred alongside Queen 
Latifah in a movie about 
a small church choir. The 
move production compa-
ny used Bethany Methodist 
Church in North Fayette 
County as the principal set 
for the film. They even used 
members of our church as a 
lot of the extras. 

It’s quite surreal to sit 
in a theater and watch the 
great Mrs. Parton sing be-
hind the pulpit where you 
learned your most import-

ant life lessons and was the 
gathering place for those in 
life you’ve loved the most. 
Even more so when the shot 
pans to the pews and many 
of those faces are captured 
if but for a fleeting moment.  
For that I needed to add a 
personal thank you.

It was in that church I 
learned the parable of the 
talents from the 25th book 
of Matthew. I’ve confided 
to a few that this is the one 
passage that I find the most 
daunting at this stage of my 
life. 

This is the story of a 
rich man leaving “talents” 
– pieces of his wealth – 
among three servants based 
on their abilities.  The two 
with the greatest abilities, 
given 5 and 3 talents each, 
doubled theirs and present-
ed the profits to him upon 
return. But the other hid the 
one talent and only gave it 
back upon the master’s re-
turn. It served no use while 
on loan, and returned no 
yield to anyone except what 
was given. It was a wasted 
opportunity. 

Dolly was given so many 
talents – yet none of the ob-
vious paths to unlock them 
and almost every barrier 
that prevents most of us 
from even trying. There is 

no doubt when she returned 
her talents last week she 
was told “well done my good 
and faithful servant.”

With all the well-de-
served complements flow-
ing her way last week a scene 
from As Good As It Gets 
seemed to frame most of the 
responses. During an argu-
ment in a restaurant, Helen 
Hunt’s character demands 
Jack Nickelson’s character 
pay her a complement. He 
pauses before blurting out 
“you make me want to be a 
better person.”

Many reflections on her 
life indicated Dolly made 
us want to be better people. 
That’s a nice feeling, yet also 
an empty platitude.

Her formula was to act 
with purpose and have tan-
gible and attainable goals in 
mind. Random acts of kind-
ness make us feel good, but 
they don’t employ 23,000 
people, teach a generation 
how to read, or lift gradua-
tion rates. 

If you want to live like 
Dolly, inventory your tal-
ents. Dig them up if you 
need. Put them to work, 
with purpose. That’s how 
we become better people – 
by helping others become 
their best. I’m pretty sure 
that’s as good as it gets.

Dolly Parton was as good as it gets

CHARLIE HARPER
GEORGIA POLITICS

SANDY SPRINGS – The 
friends of Georgia Radio 
Hall of Fame gathered here 
for its annual awards ban-
quet last weekend.  The 
event drew old friends and 
honorees, new faces, and a 
litany of supporters who ap-
preciate local radio.

 The “friends” also in-
ducted five radio personal-
ities into its Hall of Fame, 
including Dallas McCade, 
the robust personality of 
Kicks 101.5; Greg Street, 
V103 (VEE); Marcy Wil-
liams, a trailblazing female 
anchor at WSB’s 95.5 FM; 
and Joel Williams, perhaps 
Northeast Georgia’s best-
known radio morning host 
on WCON’s My Country 
99.3 in Cornelia.

 Dallas McCade is not 
only known for her love of 
country music, she, if she 
could afford it, would take 
in every stray animal in the 

state.  Greg Street, a fishing 
buddy of Georgia’s Jonas 
Jennings, still working with 
the Dawgs, has been a main-
stay on WVEE since the 
90s, an afternoon anchor 
with his 6:00 p.m. theme: 
“It’s 6:00 o’clock, it’s 6:00 
o’clock. It’s time for Greg 
Street to Rock.”  He has en-
tertained Atlanta audiences 
for years and has never met 
a charity he didn’t like.

Marcy Williams, a grad-
uate of Princeton, is the 
only Ivy Leaguer in the 
group. She is an iconoclast 
who has gone where wom-
en have never gone before.  
She had gigs in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco before 
settling in with WSB’s 95.5 
FM in 1993.

 Joel Williams has 
reached “beloved” status 
with his morning show, 
which he co-hosts with Re-
becca Biddy at My Country, 

99.3 WCON, Cornelia.
 I know Joel best among 

the inductees, and beyond 
our on-air conversations 
each week in the fall, I enjoy 
the occasional interludes 
with his family, including 
his charming wife, B.J., who 
also has a long on-air re-
lationship with WDUN in 
Gainesville.

 When you preview the 
resumes of these local stars, 

you find them all keen on 
community support and 
making people feel good 
when they might be having 
a bad day.

 They initiate and throw 
their support for the com-
munities they serve.  They 
never take their status for 
granted, and they are all 
about reaching out to oth-
ers, underscoring charity 
and having fun.

 When on air, they are 
proponents of goodwill, and 
if they could they would 
build a campfire and invite 
the whole world to embrace 
and sing kumbaya.  

 One of the things I have 
always enjoyed about local 
radio stars is that, in ad-
dition to entertaining the 
constituency, are keen on 
extending a helping hand. 
I was taken by the selfless-
ness these local stars have 
in their communities and 
the goodwill that comes 
from what they do in their 
respective neighborhoods. 

 With this group, you 

have a rap star, country 
music stars, and the con-
summate storyteller who 
has been a breaker of icons 
for women in radio, whose 
theme is to put the listener 
first.

 Neil Williamson, long-
time sports executive at 
WSB and who has for de-
cades been the host of the 
UGA Tailgate Show, was 
the emcee. He brought lev-
ity and insightful remarks 
relating to the inductees, 
which made it a lively eve-
ning.

 When these exceptional 
radio personalities have a 
guest on the air with them, 
you feel you are sitting in 
on a fireside chat. I remem-
ber growing up when coun-
try singer Eddy Arnold did 
those Purina commercials, 
I felt that he was talking to 
me personally. I certainly 
wanted to buy Purina Dog 
Chow for the family hound 
dog.

 The Friends of Georgia 
Radio, led by Dr. Dale Van 

Cantfort, are enterprising in 
one very special way. They 
raise money and donate 
scholarships to aspiring col-
lege undergraduates who 
are interested in pursuing a 
radio career.

 Those honored many 
very well become a star of 
tomorrow trying to make 
the day of their peers and 
generation as the aforemen-
tioned Hall of Famers have 
done in their time.  

 To make everybody’s 
day, how about these Inter-
net radio quips?

What do you call the av-
erage radio? Stereo-typical.

How do radios say good-
bye?  They wave.

Why was the radio tired 
after work?  It had too many 
watt hours.

It was a good evening, 
and reminded all in atten-
dance that local radio 

Is not just entertain-
ment, it is the home of 
goodwill with an accent on 
giving back to their commu-
nities.  How nice!  

Friends of Georgia radio

LORAN SMITH
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instead she felt a renewed sense of vigor following 
her return.

“When you come back, you come back with ev-
erything,” said Diaz. “You try to make sure every-
thing works right.”

According to Diaz, she loves her work at La 
Cabaña and the restaurant industry, and the satis-
faction of her customers is a source of motivation 
for her.

“For me, it’s kind of, how you say, gasoline, 
when people go there and tell me they like it, they 
feel satisfied,” said Diaz.

Since that reopening, the business has remained 
relatively consistent in its offerings of the La Cabaña 
franchise’s menu. However, Diaz had had the op-
portunity to make her own additions to the menu, 
allowing her to utilize her passion for cooking.

La Cabaña has remained open for 10 years as 
one of Mount Vernon’s most prominent businesses. 
According to Diaz, the restaurant attracts not just 
regular customers, but also clientele from many of 
the neighboring communities, such as Dublin and 
Soperton.

“That makes me feel good,” said Diaz. “It’s really 
a small town, and then they had a choice to pick out 
another place, but I really appreciate that.”

 The Treutlen County Library was excited to re-
ceive two book donations recently. Treutlen County 
Farm Bureau board member, Fran Watts, presented 
copies of the children’s books School of Fish, writ-
ten by Mary Boone, and The Glorious Forest That 
Fire Built, by Ginny Neil, to library branch manager 
Jeannie Rogers. 

School of Fish by Mary Boone is a children's 
picture book about a science-based class project in 
which students learn about the biology, life cycle, 
and habitat of salmon, and watch them grow from 
egg stage to fry stage (baby salmon). When Release 
Day comes, the students wish their fry goodbye and 
good luck, hoping that one day they'll find their way 
back to spawn.

The Glorious Forest That Fire Built is a nonfic-
tion story about forest succession.  A wildfire roars 
through the forest, leaving nothing but ashes until 
seeds sprout from deep below. Readers will learn 
that forest fires are critical to forest health and that 
the end of a tree's life provides the opportunity for 
new life.  

The Treutlen County Library is appreciative of 
these new additions to our children’s section made 
on behalf of the Georgia Foundation for Agriculture, 
and we are sure that children will enjoy reading 
them.  We are thankful to have Treutlen Farm Bu-
reau as one of our valuable community partners. 

LA CABANA
Continued from page 1

Treutlen Co. Library 
receives donation

By JEANNIE ROGERS

Over the past two weeks, Ms. Elder and Mrs. Hartley's Pre-K class has been busy learn-
ing about themselves through their "All About Me" and "Emotions" themes. Students 
have been exploring what makes each person special and unique. Through classroom 
conversations and activities, they have shared their names, learned about physical 
characteristics, and talked about their favorite likes and dislikes. The class has also been 
learning about emotions and how to recognize and express different feelings. Students 
have practiced identifying emotions, noticing how feelings can appear through facial 
expressions and body language, and discussing situations that may cause different 
emotions. Through engaging stories, songs, class discussions, and hands-on activities, 
the students are building important self-awareness skills. They are also developing the 
vocabulary and confidence needed to understand, identify, and communicate their 
feelings. It has been an exciting two weeks of learning, sharing, and discovering what 
makes each student unique!/SPECIAL PHOTO

SNAPSHOTS: PRE-K STUDENTS DISCOVER UNIQUENESS

Mount Vernon's La Cabana Mexican Restaurant suffered a severe fire in 2015, yet it 
reopened in 2016 and has remained in operation ever since/LOGAN REYNOLDS

Legals

Treutlen Co. Legals

S26-040

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OFTREUTLEN 

RE: Estate of Billy Jack Morgan 

All debtors or creditors of the Estate of Billy 

Jack Morgan, deceased, late of Treutlen 

County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 

render in their demands to the undersigned 

according to law, and all persons indebted 

to said estate are to be required to make 

immediate payment to the undersigned. 

This 30th day of July, 2026.

Sherry Morgan Ricks, Executor 61 6150 

GA Hwy 199 

Soperton, GA 30457 

August 13, 20, 27, September 3, 2026

S26-043

NOTICE OF INTENT TO INCORPORATE 

Notice is hereby given that The Pentecostal 

Foursquare Church, a Georgia nonprofit, 
intends to file Articles of Incorporation with 
the Secretary of State of Georgia. 

The initial registered office of the corporation 
is 13323 GA HWY 46 Soperton Ga 30457, 

and the initial registered agent at that ad-

dress is Victoria Lawrence. 

The corporation is organized for religious 

and charitable purposes, including the 

establishment and operation of a Christian 

church and ministry, and for such other 

purposes as are permitted for a nonprofit 
corporation under the laws of the State of 

Georgia. 

This notice is published pursuant to the 

requirements of the Georgia Business 

Corporation Code. 

Victoria Lawrence 

Incorporator 

511 Beaver Runn 

Tarrytown, Georgia 30470

September 3, 10, 2026

S26-044

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

TREUTLEN COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF Amanda Lavon 

Newkirk, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 26-P-37

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE 

TO:  whom it may concern: 

Hannah Marie Powell has petitioned for 

Hannah Marie Powell to be appointed 

administrator(s) of the estate of Amanda 

Lavon Newkirk deceased, of said county. 

(The petitioner has also applied for waiv-

er of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 

statements, and/or grant of certain powers 

contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 

interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 

granted. All objections to the petition must 

be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 

any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before September 25, 2026. 

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 

to the petition must be in writing, setting 

forth the grounds of any such objections. 

All objections should be sworn to before 

a notary public or before a probate court 

clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party. Contact probate court 

personnel for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a hearing will 
be scheduled at a later date. If no objections 

are filed, the petition may be granted without 
a hearing. 

Tiffany W. McLendon

Judge of the Probate Court 

By: 

Clerk of the Probate Court 

650 Second Street, Suite 101

Soperton, GA 30457 

912-529-4320

September 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

S26-041

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF TREUT-

LEN COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

ERIC T. DAVIS, Plaintiff, 

v. 

BRANDON SMITH, Defendant. 

C.A. NO. 26-CI-0036 

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 

To: Brandon Smith 

By order of the Court for Service of Publi-

cation dated July 1, 2026, you  are hereby 

notified that on June 1, 2026, Plaintiff, Eric 
T. Davis filed suit against  you with a Com-

plaint for Custody and/or Visitation. You are 

required to file with  the Clerk of Superior 
Court and to serve upon Plaintiff’s attorney, 

Courtney  Joiner Anderson, C. Joiner An-

derson Law, P.C., P.O. Box 1488, Lyons, GA  

30436, an answer in writing within sixty (60) 

days of August 15, 2026. 

Witness the Honorable William, D. Taylor, 

III, Judge of the Superior Court of Treutlen 

County. 

This 11th day of August, 2026.  

Courtney Joiner Anderson 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

Signed as Officer of the Court
August 20, 27, September 3, 10, 2026


	TCC September 3, 2026_01
	TCC September 3, 2026_02
	TCC September 3, 2026_03
	TCC September 3, 2026_04
	TCC September 3, 2026_05
	TCC September 3, 2026_06

