
By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

The Laurens County Com-
missioners want to make sure 
the cardiac monitors in am-
bulances and other emergen-
cy vehicles work when they 
are needed.

That is why they approved 
a maintenance agreement 
to extend the warranties on 
them during a regular board 
meeting Tuesday evening.

“When people are hav-
ing chest pains, these cardiac 
monitors with an EKG are 
used, just like you would have 
at a doctor’s office or the hos-
pital,” said Laurens County 
Administrator Bryan Rogers. 
“The warranties are getting 
ready to run out and those 
things are very expensive. I 
was looking at it the other day 
and one little knob or piece 

on it was like $38 hundred. 
These can run up a lot of mon-
ey in a hurry.

“Emergency services is the 
No. 1 focal point of services 
that commissioners feel like 
we need to provide to the pub-
lic,” he added. “We are never 
going to skimp on that. We’re 

going to continue to find ways 
to improve the highest level of 
service that we can provide.”  

Rogers said the cost will be 
more than $14,000, for two 
years.

“If they will save lives, it 
is worth every penny,” said 
county commission chairman 
Jimmy Rogers.

Rogers said the cardiac 
monitors are strategically 
placed around the county. 
They help medical workers 
diagnose patients.

“So much of the work that 
they do is relayed to the emer-
gency room physicians and 

they give orders and meds 
that the paramedics and 
EMTs need to push and how 
to even start treating the pa-
tient even before they get to 
the hospital,” Rogers said. 

After all, time is of the es-
sence during an emergency.

“We are a very large coun-
ty so we can't snatch and 
grab like we’re in a small geo-
graphic area,” Rogers said. 
“A person may be down in 
Cedar Grove or Montrose 
and possibly 30 or more min-
utes away. It’s so important 
that our guys are capable of 
starting the treatment on the 
scene and continuing that 
treatment while the patient is 
being transported to the hos-
pital. We want to be able to 
start treatment as soon as we 
can and not wait until we get a 
patient to the hospital.”

Earlier, the commission-
ers approved the Laurens 
County Board of Education 
millage rate of 14 mils. The 
county commissioners re-
cently moved their part of the 
millage rate to 7.

During citizens comments, 
Vonda Morton returned to 
talk to the commissioners 

about data centers. She said it 
is the hyperscale data centers 
used to train AI models that 
she opposes. 

“It’s my understanding 
that this body is exploring 
options for a data center or-
dinance,” Morton said. “One 
would hope that such an or-
dinance would make Laurens 
County totally unattractive to 
data centers. We do not want 
to roll out the welcome mat 
to data centers. A county is 
run like a business, correct? 
A business has the right to 
refuse service for anybody 
they choose for any reason or 
for no reason at all. I remem-
ber signs that would say, “No 
shirt, no shoes, no service.”

She urged the commis-
sioners to refuse these types 
of data centers, which con-
tributes to the bad health of 
those who live nearby.

 “I would suggest that any 
ordinance that you consider 
should state very simply that AI 
data centers are banned in Lau-
rens County, period and end of 
discussion,” Morton said. 
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By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

Laurens County voters 
can get a jump on Election 
Day when advance voting 
begins next week.

Several key federal and 
state races are on the bal-
lot, including governor, 
U.S. Senate and state rep-
resentative, as well as a 
local referendum on a new 

sales tax aimed at reducing 
property taxes. 

Early voting begins on 
Tuesday at the Board of 
Elections office at the coun-
ty annex and continues 
through Oct. 30. Weekday 
hours will run from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Voters can also cast 
advance ballots on Satur-
days, Oct. 17 and 24, from 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
"We are open during 

lunch," said Chief Deputy 
Registrar Susan Rooks. 

Residents planning to 
vote by absentee have until 
Oct. 23 to request a ballot.

"The ballot application 
has to be in our hands by 
that day. You can file it on-
line, but it has to be in our 
office," Rooks said.

As of Thursday, the 
Board of Elections had 
received 680 absentee 
ballots.

"We usually have more 
than that for a governor's 
race. We usually have 800 
or 900 by now," Rooks 
said.

Only advance voting 
will be held at the elections 
office, located in Suite A at 

117 E. Jackson St. On Elec-
tion Day, Nov. 3, voters 
must cast their ballots at 
their respective precincts.

"They can contact us 
to find out where to go," 
Rooks said.

She reminded voters 
that cellphones and other 
electrical devices are not 
allowed at polling places.

"You can't use your 

phone, your Apple Watch 
or ear buds in the pre-
cincts. If you want to write 
something down to take 
with you to vote or take a 
sample ballot in, you can."

For more information 
about voting, call the board 
of elections office at (478) 
272-2841 or visit www.lau-
renscoga.org and click on 
My Voter Page.

Laurens County early voting begins next week

By PAYTON TOWNS III
Senior Reporter

“United we walk, togeth-
er we fight” was the motto 
a local sorority encouraged 
during its annual walk 
aimed to beat breast cancer.

The 17th annual Breast 
Cancer Walk For The Cure, 
held by Dublin-Laurens 
Alumnae Chapter Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Inc., was 
held on Oct. 3 at the Fair-
view Park Hospital walking 
track.

“It’s not hot here because 
it’s cloudy and I’m glad the 
rain has held off so far,” said 
Tammy Howard, who co-
chair’s the event along with 
Lillie Hobbs. “I’m so glad 
to see so many individuals 

come out every year to make 
this such a great event. The 
number of survivors that we 
have always inspires me. 
There are people who we 
know who have survived 
this horrible disease. All we 
have to do is be patient and 
wait for a cure.”

Early detection of breast 
cancer with women having 
their mammograms is a big 
key, said Liz Green, director 
of marketing and commu-
nications at FPH. The stats 
show that 92 percent of 
people who are diagnosed 
with breast cancer survive. 
That number increases to 
99 percent when breast can-
cer is caught early through 
mammograms.

“The survival percent-

age goes down the longer it 
is undetected,” Green said. 
“That is why we recommend 
an annual mammogram. If 
you have one each year, you 
can look back to the prior 
year and they always have a 
point of reference.”

Women with family his-
tory should start having 
mammograms at 35. If they 
do not have family history, 
or felt a lump, women are 
encouraged to start having 
mammograms when they 
turn 40.

“One in eight women 
have or are fighting breast 
cancer,” Green said. “Breast 
cancer touches us in ways 
we never know.”

FPH’s Imagining Cen-
ter has played a big part 

in fighting breast cancer. 
Green said they try to make 
it as easy as possible by tak-
ing walk-ins.

“Our purpose here is 
to walk each other home,” 
she said. We’re all going 
through something. We are 
here to support you through 
the good and the bad.”

More than 400 people 
registered for the walk. So-
rority member Jacqueline 
Copenny welcomed every-
one to the walk by remind-
ing them that breast cancer 
has touched so many lives.

“We are not alone,” she 
said. “Whether walking in 
memory of loved ones, in 

Local sorority brings community together 
to unite, walk against breast cancer

Survivors walk behind a banner for the opening lap of the event/PAYTON TOWNS III

By RODNEY MANLEY
Staff Reporter

The Dublin City Board of 
Education voted Monday to 
advertise a 3.9 percent tax 
increase, but stressed the tax 
hike is far from a done deal. 

Board members were 
presented with three op-
tions – including leaving the 
millage rate as is or rolling 
it back to offset inflationary 
growth – but both would re-
sult in a decrease in tax rev-
enue from last year. Instead, 
the board opted for the in-
crease until it can hold pub-
lic hearings and get more 
information on pending 
property appeal settlements.

"If we advertise the high-
er rate, we can always go 
down. If we advertise the 
lower rate, we can't vote to 
go up," said board member 
Doug Eaves.

Although the city's gross 
tax digest grew by $39.3 
million – to $963 million 
– exemptions increased by 
$46 million. That left the net 
tax digest – the official list 
of all taxable properties – at 
about $791 million, about 
$8.9 million decrease from 
a year ago. At least some of 
the additional exemptions 

are from a senior citizen 
homestead exemption on 
city school taxes passed by 
voters last November.

As a result, the 3.9 per-
cent increase would gener-
ate a net increase of just $40 
in taxes levied from a year 
ago. 

On the other hand, at 
the rollback rate needed to 
avoid a tax increase – 18.067 
mills – the district would 
lose $557,923 in tax revenue 
from last year, Chief Finan-
cial Officer Teresa Lounder 
told the board. The third 
option – keeping the millage 
at the current rate of 18.564 
– would result in a loss of 
$164,802, even as a 2.75 
percent increase.

For homeowners, the 
proposed 3.9 percent tax in-
crease for a home with a fair 
market value of $125,000 is 
about $34, and the proposed 
tax increase for non-home-
stead property with a fair 
market value of $100,000 is 
approximately $27. 

The school board's bud-
get for fiscal year 2027 has 
the district finishing with 

Dublin school board 
proposes tax increase

Commissioners Kevin Tanner, Jimmy Rogers and Trae Kemp 
raise their hands to vote yes during Tuesday's meeting/
PAYTON TOWNS III

Commissioners approve extended warranty on cardiac monitors

CANCER
Continued on page 12

TAX
Continued on page 12

Cognia's interim Chief Accreditation Officer Andre 
Harrison discusses the monitoring review process with 
the new members of the Dublin City Board of Education/
RODNEY MANLEY



By DEMI TAVERAS
King Features

Spider-Man: Brand New 
Day (PG-13) -- The fourth in-
stallment in Tom Holland's 
"Spider-Man" film series is 
finally out to rent on Oct. 
6 after its legendary run in 
theaters, where it became 
the third-highest-grossing 
film of all time! (Luckily, 
Marvel isn't holding back 
with on-demand streaming 
of the film, like Universal is 
with Christopher Nolan's 
"The Odyssey.") Zendaya 
("The Odyssey") and Jacob 
Batalon ("The Wrecking 
Crew") are back in their roles 
from the previous three 
films, while Jon Berthal's 
Punisher makes his first ap-
pearance in the series. More 
newcomers include Flor-
ence Pugh ("Thunderbolts"), 
who joins the cast as her 
MCU character Yelena Belo-
va, and Sadie Sink ("Strang-

er Things") makes her debut 
in the MCU as Jean Grey. The 
film picks up four years after 
Dr. Strange's spell wipes Pe-
ter's (Holland) existence off 
the face of the planet. (Am-
azon Prime Video)

Animals (R) -- After team-
ing up with his longtime 
buddy Matt Damon for ac-
tion-thriller film "The Rip," 
Ben Affleck is back on Net-
flix with this crime thriller, 
co-starring Kerry Washing-
ton ("Wake Up Dead Man") 
and Gillian Anderson ("The 
Julia Set"). "Animals" follows 
Los Angeles mayoral candi-
date Mark Kimball (Affleck), 
whose son suddenly gets 
kidnapped during his polit-
ical campaign. The kidnap-
per demands a ransom, but 
with all his money spent on 
his campaign, Mark is forced 
to resort to more dangerous 
methods of getting his child 
back. In turn, amid the cha-

os, secrets from his and his 
wife's past emerge that they 
never expected to come 
to light. Steven Yeun ("The 
Rip") and Adriana Paz ("A 
Mouthful of Ash") round out 
the rest of the cast. Stream it 
on Oct. 9! (Netflix)

Avatar: Seven Havens 
(TV-PG) -- If you have any Zil-
lennials in your home, you 
know the chokehold that 
"Avatar: The Last Airbender" 
still has on them. It's long 
regarded as one of the best 
animated fantasy series of 
all time and introduced us 
to beloved characters like 
Aang, Katara, Zuko, Appa 
and more. Shortly after 
the original "Avatar" series 
ended, a sequel series, "The 
Legend of Korra," aired from 
2012 to 2014. Now, 12 years 
later, a third series is set to 
premiere on Oct. 9, follow-
ing Korra's Avatar successor, 
Pavi, who's also a reincarna-
tion of Korra. Taking place 
225 years after "Korra," Pavi 
and her twin sister, Nisha, 
team up to save the Seven 
Havens before an apoca-
lyptic event destroys their 
world. (Paramount+)

Matchbox: The Movie 
(PG-13) -- After the $1 bil-
lion feat that "Barbie" (2023) 
achieved in theaters, Mattel 
had no choice but to won-
der, "What if we made mov-
ies about every iconic toy we 
have?" However, because 
"Masters of the Universe" 
bombed, they decided to 
go for a streaming-only re-
lease for this action-comedy 
film based on the Matchbox 
toy cars. John Cena ("Coyote 
vs. Acme") leads the film as 
spy and former soldier Sean 
Walker, who reconnects 
with the childhood friends 
he used to play cars with. 
But while they're at the 
bar, the entire group gets 
drugged and kidnapped by 
a group of criminals who 
are searching for a nuclear 
warhead; and even though 
his past almost gets his old 
friends killed, they decide 
to help Sean in an attempt 
to steal the bomb and clear 
their names. Check it out on 
Oct. 9. (Apple TV)

(c) 2026 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Lucile Branham  
Ledbetter

Home-going celebration of 
life service for Mrs. Lucile Bra-
nham Ledbetter will be held, 
Monday, Oct. 12, 2026 at 11 
a.m. in the First Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church, 605 South 
Decatur Street Dublin, GA 
31021.  Pastor Roberto Guer-
rero will officiate and the 
interment will follow in the 
Laurens Memorial Cemetery, 
East Dublin, Ga.

Lucile Branham Ledbet-
ter, born on Jan. 7, 1934, in 
the charming town of Dublin, 
Georgia, is a beloved matri-
arch whose life story is a tes-
tament to resilience, love, and 
unwavering faith. She was the 
cherished daughter of Elijah 
and Caroline Branham, who 
instilled in her the values of 
compassion and community 
service that have guided her 
throughout her life. Lucile’s 
early years were spent in 
Georgia, where she attended 
Dock Kempt School. Her com-
mitment to education was ev-
ident as she later pursued and 
proudly received her GED. A 
woman of many talents, Lucile 
became a licensed cosmetolo-
gist, sharing her creativity and 
skill with many clients over 
the years. Her professional 
journey also led her to roles at 
Weequahic High School and 
Schering Plough, where her 
dedication and warmth left a 
lasting impact on colleagues 
and friends alike. On August 
21, 1960, Lucile married the 
love of her life, John Gilbert 
Ledbetter, affectionately 
known as Buster. Together 
they built a beautiful life and 
family, sharing 48 wonder-
ful years of marriage. From 
their union came two cher-
ished daughters, Carol Smith 
(Aubrey) and Karen Green 

(Eugene, Jr.). Lucile’s legacy 
of love extends to her grand-
children, Chantre` Kingwood 
(Berkeley), Austin Smith, Al-
exander Smith, Avery Smith, 
Kaila Quarles, Al-Malik Walk-
er (Natalie), Monique Ingram, 
Geneequa ‘Gee-Gee’ Allman 
(Michael), Genil Ingram, 
Jahneeta Bishop (Dorian) as 
well as her great-grandchil-
dren, Jawaan Morgan-King-
wood, Iylan Kingwood, Maya 
Kingwood, Alaric Smith, and 
Aluna Smith. Lucile is also 
survived by close friend An-
nette Bellamy and caregiver, 
Jessica Richard, and a host 
of other great-grandchildren, 
nieces, and nephews. Lucile's 
faith journey began as a young 
girl when she accepted Christ 
as her Savior. Her devotion 
led her to serve as a deaconess 
at Calvary Gospel Church, a 
role she embraced with grace 
and dedication. After moving 
back to Georgia, she contin-
ued her service as a Sabbath 
teacher and Deaconess in her 
new church community. Lu-
cile is remembered by her sur-
viving siblings, Mattie Jean 
Carrow, Mildred Branham, 
and Lillian Wright (James), 
sisters-in-law Betty Brahnam, 
Eleanor Bowser, Betty James 
(Thomas), Geraldine Byrd, 
and brother-in-law John-
ny Ledbetter (Sedalia). Her 
family and friends will always 
cherish her generous spirit 
and the joy she brought into 
their lives through her love of 
visiting and helping those in 
need.

Preceded in death by her 
parents, her beloved husband 
John and her siblings Layron 
Branham (Dorothy), Herbert 
Branham (Audrey), Migidel 
Branham, Doris Branham 
Dupree, Harvey Branham 
and Elijah Branham Jr., Lu-
cile continues to live on in the 
hearts of those who love her. 
In honor of Lucile’s enduring 
spirit, contributions may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation at alz.org or a charity 
in support of the blind, cele-
brating her legacy of kindness 
and service. Lucile Branham 
Ledbetter’s life is a beauti-
ful tapestry of love, faith and 
commitment that will forev-
er inspire those who had the 
privilege to know her.

Arrangements entrusted 
to Wyche’s Funeral Home. 
www.wychesfuneralhomeinc.
com.
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By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — The first 
debate between Democratic 
U.S. Sen. Jon Ossoff and U.S. 
Rep. Mike Collins, the Re-
publican nominee challeng-
ing him, centered on Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

It was also an opportuni-
ty for the two opponents to 
paint each other as danger-
ous extremists.

The matchup, hosted by 
Atlanta News First on Thurs-
day night, featured television 
journalists peppering the 
two with questions about 
the economy, healthcare, the 
Iran war, immigration and 
other issues.

Unlike Republican guber-
natorial candidate Rick Jack-
son, who tacked more toward 
Gov. Brian Kemp than the 
president in a similar clash 
with Democrat Keisha Lance 
Bottoms on Tuesday, Col-
lins hewed closely to Trump, 
defending the president’s 
policies.

Collins, who represents a 
district between Atlanta and 
Augusta, painted Ossoff as 
a liberal extremist who sides 
with U.S. Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers and supports transgender 
athletes while opposing tax 
cuts.

“He wants to take control 
of this country with these 
weird and dangerous ideas 
with his radical friends,” Col-
lins said.

Ossoff attacked Collins 
over Collins’ son-in-law, who 
lives on Collins’ property and 
has been posting social media 
content that promotes white 
supremacy and borrows from 
Nazi propaganda.

Ossoff also pointed to re-
ports about former Collins 
congressional staffers’ links 
to white supremacists, saying 
Collins had “hired half the 
Third Reich” and had himself 
amplified neo-Nazi content 
online.

When moderator Rick 
Folbaum asked Collins what 
he had said to his son-in-law 
about his online posts and 
whether Collins would “once 
and for all denounce white 
supremacy,” Collins blamed 
Ossoff’s attacks for a recent 
death threat against Collins 
and his son-in-law that led 
to the arrest of a man in New 
York.

Then, Collins said he had 
“condemned racism, an-
tisemitism, hate. I don’t care 
where the source is and I tell 
him that too. It’s wrong.”

Ossoff called Collins a 
“bigot” and said his proximity 
to white supremacists should 
disqualify him from office.

“Imagine running for the 
U.S. Senate while neo-Nazi 
propaganda is disseminated 
to an audience of millions 
from your home,” Ossoff 
said. “That’s Mike Collins.”

Ossoff started the debate 
by criticizing Collins for his 
ties to white nationalists and 
also for his “pathetic, child-
like devotion” to Trump.

Collins tried to tie Ossoff 
to Abdul El-Sayed, the Dem-
ocratic Senate nominee in 
Michigan who has been crit-
ical of Israel’s military cam-
paign in Gaza and, as Collins 
put it, “hates Israel, loves 
Iran.”

When Folbaum asked Os-
soff whether he believed Isra-
el had committed genocide, 
Ossoff, who is Jewish and 

said he had family in Israel, 
deferred judgment to the In-
ternational Criminal Court. 
But he said he believed Israeli 
forces in Gaza had “violated 
the law of armed conflict and 
international humanitarian 
law.”

Ossoff attacked Collins 
over the war in Iran, blaming 
rising fuel costs on Trump 
and on Collins’ support for 
the president’s policies. Col-
lins said Trump had to stop 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

Ossoff also attacked Col-
lins over tariffs and their ef-
fect on the cost of living.

Collins said he supported 
an “America first” policy and 
that the country had “bowed 
down” to other countries and 
their tariffs. American “tariffs 
now are making it fair,” he 
said.

Ossoff shot back: “You 
just heard Mike Collins say 
the tariffs are working. Go 
buy groceries.”

The debate also touched 
on the rising cost of fertilizer, 
a concern for farmers.

Ossoff blamed the war 
and tariffs. Collins blamed 
a reliance on imported 
fertilizer. 

Collins pivoted to Demo-
crats’ role last year in the gov-
ernment shutdown, blaming 
Ossoff for delaying 

Hurricane Helene relief 
funding to farmers. Ossoff 
said he had helped Georgia 
farmers by meeting repeat-
edly with India’s ambassador 
to get that country to reduce 
its tariff on pecans.

Collins criticized Ossoff 
and Democrats on immigra-
tion policy, saying his Lak-
en Riley Act — the first bill 
signed by Trump in his sec-

ond term — had secured the 
borders. Ossoff blamed the 
Trump administration’s ag-
gressive deportation enforce-
ment for the deaths of Ameri-
can citizens.

Collins blamed Demo-
crats for rising healthcare 
costs. Ossoff blamed Repub-
licans for cutting Medicaid 
and for allowing enhanced 
Affordable Care Act subsidies 
to expire, saying that a hos-
pital in Collins’ district had 
closed its labor and delivery 
unit partly due to Medicaid 
cuts. Ossoff said the Con-
gressional Budget Office had 
warned that service cuts at 
rural hospitals could result 
from passage of Trump’s One 
Big Beautiful Bill Act.

Collins blamed the subsi-
dies. “The only people getting 
rich on these subsidies are 
our health insurance carriers 
out there,” he said.

In a rare instance of 
agreement, both suggested 
that more price transparen-
cy could help restrain rising 
healthcare costs.

BIRTHDAYS

Oct. 10
Aaron James
Valarie Payne

Betty Pitts
Barbara Wolfe

Oct. 11
Jetty Plummer
Gladys Rozar

Oct. 12
Justice Haynes

Trump and accusations of extremism were 
dominant themes in Georgia's U.S. Senate debate
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THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY

For a lot of folks Sunday is a day of rest. Whether taking 
a long nap after church or vegging out on the sofa watching 
football, most people spend the day relaxing. 

This, of course, doesn't apply to retail workers whose 
schedule can creep into any day of the week, even nights; or 
the retired, depending on their health and mobility, who may 
be homebound. For example, my nonagenarian grandfather 
is probably taking a nap right now. 

I have it on great authority that some of the rudest cus-
tomers come to town on Sunday afternoons. You are just as 
likely to get a cussing from someone with Reverend in front 
of their name as from anyone else. Everyone has their bad 
days, but you can really get to know people standing in line at 
restaurants and grocery stores. 

But Sundays can bring on other, more unpleasant emo-
tions. Called the Sunday scaries, the slow paced afternoon 
of the Sabbath day can evoke feelings of anxiety and dread. 
Neck deep in the school year, the Sunday scaries are a real 
thing in my house. 

Sunday afternoons are often met with an impending sense 
of doom, mainly from my son, as a new week creeps closer 
and closer. For some reason he thinks he must cram a life-
time's worth of relaxation and thrill seeking in one and half 
days and having to return to the classroom resets everything. 

We're working on some coping mechanisms, because, as 
I've told him, it only gets worse as you get older. Many days I'd 
rather go back to school, as bad as I hated it, than go to work. 

***
In Colson Whitehead's famed crime novel "Harlem Shuf-

fle," the main character is pulled between two worlds. 
The protagonist is trying to be a legit businessman, run-

ning a furniture store in the historic New York neighborhood. 

However, making ends meet on the up and up isn't easy, and 
past 

connections and serendipitous encounters take him down 
shady paths.

These less than upright endeavors, as a lot of criminal ac-
tivity does, occur after nightfall. To juggle his priorities, the 
character, Ray Carney, takes up the practice of dorveille, or 
second sleep. The idea comes from pre-electricity days, when 
people went to bed at dark. After a few hours of rest they got 
up and took care of tasks like record keeping, accounting and 
the like before going back to bed to rise with the sun and go 
back to work. 

To keep his family in the dark, Carney “settles his ac-
counts” in the dark, rising the midnight hour to orchestrate 
his schemes. The second sleep becomes a major theme of the 
book. You should read it sometimes. 

I was reminded of the passages recently when I was awak-
ened by a rattling pipe. The noise only sounded at night, and 
it took me a couple of days to pinpoint the source. It was a 
leaky toilet valve. 

I haven’t fixed it yet, but I plan on doing it in the daytime. 

Sunday scaries and dorveille: Two short dad stories

By LUCIE WINBORNE  
King Features

* In ancient Egyptian 
mummification, onions 
were sometimes used to fill 
body cavities, even serving 
on occasion as false eyes.

* About 90% of all har-
vested olives are turned 
into olive oil.

* Fijian war chief Ratu 
Udre Udre holds the rath-
er dubious distinction 
of being the most active 
cannibal in recorded his-
tory, with a reported con-
sumption of between 872 
and 999 people during his 
lifetime.

(c) 2026 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

STRANGE BUT TRUE

Future Keys LTD is spon-
soring a Women in recovery 
for Christ group this Satur-
day, Oct. 10, 2026 from 2 
to 3 p.m. at 112C Rowe St.  
Reference, "Women In the 
Bible,”,This is a nonprofit 
facility and donations are 
accepted at the end of the 
study.

Voice Within A Voice 
presents its 21st Domestic 

Violence Awareness Night 
on Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. There 
will be guest panel speak-
ers - Therapist Shawn Farn-
sworth, CSBMG of Dublin, 
Evangelist Joann Gillis from 
Free Vision Dom in Dublin, 
Sonya Norris from Lifestyle 
Deliverance Ministries in 
Dublin, Melissa McElman 
and Katie Farley from Rise 
Up from Dublin. 

RELIGION DIGEST
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The next regular meeting of 
the East Dublin Mayor and Coun-
cil will be held at city hall in the 
Terrie E. Drew Council Chambers 
on Monday, Oct. 12 at 5:30 p.m. 
with pre-council beginning at 
5:30 p.m. The agenda follows:

 - Call to order
 - Invocation
 - Pledge to Flag
 - Old business
 - New business
 - Recognition of citizens

The Town of Dexter will hold 
its regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 6 p.m. at the 
Dexter City Hall located at 101 E. 
Main St. The agenda follows:

 - Meeting called to order
 - Invocation

 - Welcome of guests
 - Approval of minutes
 -  Approval of financial  

statement
 - Old business
 - Vote on new millage rate
 - Christmas parade
 - Nuisance ordinance
 - Council comments
 - Executive session (if needed)
 - Meeting adjourned

The City of Dudley will meet at 
6 p.m. on Oct. 13 at the Dudley 
Fire Station. The agenda follows:

 - Call to order
 -  Invocation/Pledge of  

Allegiance
 - Roll call
 - Approval of agenda
 -  Approval of previous  

minutes
 - Approval of bills
 - Old business
 - Update on projects
 -  Second reading and hearing 

on an ordinance to abandon 
the Northeast end of Third 
Street from US Highway 80 
to Chappell Street

 -  Consideration of an agree-
ment with Oconee Electric 
Membership Corporation 
concerning the abandon-
ment of the northeast end of 
Third Street. 

 - New business
 - Discussion of speed breaks
 - Citizens comments
 - Council comments
 - Executive session (if needed)
 - Adjourn

NEWS DIGEST...

Last week, while I 
was inside Smith’s jew-
elry store on W. Jackson 
Street to celebrate its 
115th anniversary in busi-
ness, I overheard a wom-
an ask one of the sales 
associates if the Mahjong 
set she ordered was ready. 
I immediately thought of 
how much I used to enjoy 
watching people play the 
tile-matching, four-play-
er game in Union Square 
Park in New York City. 

That woman, De-
nise Jacob, a Dublin girl 
through and through, no-
ticed my interest, and we 
began to talk about the 
game. I asked her what 
she enjoyed about Mah-
jong, and Jacob, smiling 
while she thought about 
her answer, said, “I find 
Mahjong relaxing, and I 
enjoy making organiza-
tion out of chaos.” 

Ms. Jacob is not alone 
in her pursuit of just the 
right tiles to play Mahjong 
with. The popularity of the 
centuries-old game has 
grown immensely in Dub-
lin. There are Mahjong 
groups at local churches 
like Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, and 
private teaching groups 
led by Laurens County 
residents like Meg Greer 
Evans and Elise Stevens. 

If you have never seen 
Mahjong played in real 
time, it can look like a 
mess, but it is a controlled 
chaos that includes 144 
tiles (an American set 
comes with 152 tiles), 
various symbols on the 
tiles (dots, jokers, Chi-
nese characters), and, of 
course, numbers. Think 
Spades meets Pokemon 
Go, except with less yell-
ing and no need for smart-
phones. Mahjong can  
be played at a card table 

and is equally mind-stim-
ulating like chess and 
strategic like checkers. It’s 
a great way to fellowship, 
said Evans.

“Mahjong is a great 
way to bring people to-
gether,” said Evans, an 
estate attorney by day 
and Mahjong instructor 
by night. “The game is 
challenging, but also ap-
proachable. I love Mah-
jong because it can be 
played by children and 
adults, so it is a wonderful 
way to connect multiple 
generations of family and 
friends together.” 

Evans says she gets 
“joy” from teaching the 
game to people in town. 
She said she feels there 
is a sense of accomplish-
ment from players as they 
get batter lesson after les-
son. For me, a newby in 

every sense of the word, 
I am enjoying learning 
a new game at the age of 
48. After decades of cov-
ering high school, colle-
giate, and professional 
sports and national and 
statewide politics, it’s fun 
to be less informed about 
something. I like feeling 
like a kid again. Evans 
understands.

“It is fun to see it start 
to click for someone who 
is a newer player,” she 
explained. “Even if they 
don’t win a game during 
the lesson, they are excit-
ed that they are making 
progress. Mahjong is a 
great way to have fellow-
ship while challenging 
your brain.”

On Tuesday, October 
13, I will take a seat at the 
table. Quite literally in 
fact. I have been invited 
to a regularly scheduled 
Mahjong group lesson 
session at Ms. Jacob’s 
home. I’ll bring my  own 
tiles (I ordered a set from 
the TikTok shop) and my 
listening ears. I have no 
idea what’s going on. This 
must be how my wife Chia 
feels when I try to explain 
the offsides rule in soccer 
to her.

Mahjong? Yes, Please

One of the many Mahjong 
sets on sale at Smith's 
jewelry in downtown 
Dublin/DONNELL SUGGS

Jolie Anne Rowland was sworn in by Laurens County Clerk of Court Tanya Rogers, during 
a ceremony for admission to the bar on Thursday, Oct. 1 with family watching in the third 
floor courtroom of the Laurens County Courthouse. Rowland, who graduated from Mercer 
University School of Law, is employed with the Kight Law Office. Chief Judge Jon F. Helton 
presided over the ceremony/PAYTON TOWNS III 

ROWLAND SWORN IN AS NEW ATTORNEY

EDITOR'S 
NOTES...

By DONNELL SUGGS
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Chase is a boy who loves his toys.
     Chase has lived here at the Dublin/Laurens County Humane Society 
for more than a year. 
    We took in Chase from the married couple who adopted him years 
ago when he was a puppy. Unfortunately, the husband passed on and 
the wife had to go into a nursing home.
    Chase is a Redbone Coonhound. This breed is known for its ability 
to track and tree raccoons. Because of their size and toughness, these 
hounds also can take on big game such as bears and cougars.    
    Chase is one of the heaviest and tallest dogs currently at the shelter. 
He weighs around 70 pounds. Despite his size, Chase acts like a puppy 
when it comes to his squeak toys and chew toys. He absolutely loves 
playing with his toys.
    Chase would be an excellent guard dog for an animal herd or his 
owners’ property, as long as he has frequent access to the indoors. 
    Chase would be happiest in a home with a family who appreciates 
his size and energy. Despite that energy, Chase sleeps like a baby at 
night.      
    You can come see Chase Mondays through Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The shelter is located at 618 Firetower Road, just east of Hwy.
#441 where it crosses I-16.
    Help us find the home Chase so richly deserves. He is truly a sweet, 
loving, wonderful dog!

You can help us find a home for “Chase”.
Dublin Police Department

 - On Oct. 4, around 2:17 
a.m., officers were monitoring 
a crowd of people at the Hop In 
on East Jackson Street. An of-
ficer saw two women physical-
ly fighting in the parking lot of  
the store.

 The officers entered the 
parking lot and approached 
the women. The officer took 
control of one of the women, 
later identified as Ky’Riyana 
Brown, 17, and arrested her. 
The second woman, Arieana 
Lynn Neda, 20, was also ar-
rested. Neda refused to walk 
to the patrol car and officers 
had to assist her.

 Once Neda got to the pa-
trol vehicle, she began pulling 
away from the officer’s grips. 
She then began kicking at the 
officers. While they attempted 
to place Neda inside the car, 
she kicked two officers. They 
were able to place Neda inside 
the vehicle without injury.

 After the back door was 
closed, Neda began kicking 
the rear driver’s side window 
in an attempt to damage or 
break the window. An officer 
retrieved his restraint device 
from his vehicle to secure the 
woman’s legs and prevent her 
from causing further damage 
to the vehicle or herself.

 The officers opened the 
rear door and Neda tried to 
get out, but an officer pre-
vented her from doing that. 
While the officer attempted 
to gain control of her legs in 
order to apply the restraint 
device, Neda kicked him. The 
officer pulled her from the ve-
hicle and applied the restraint 
device to her legs. Neda was 
then placed back inside the 
patrol vehicle without injury. 
Both Brown and Neda were 
transported to the Laurens 

County Jail and turned over 
to jail staff. 

 While at the jail, Brown 
said Neda had entered the 
bathroom at the Hop In and 
attempted to fight her over an 
incident Neda had previously 
had with one of Brown’s fam-
ily members. Brown said they 
both walked outside the store 
where Neda continued mak-
ing statements about beating 
her and also made comments 
about her mother, who had 
recently suffered a stroke. 
Brown said that she told Neda 
that she had one more time 
to say something about her 
mother. Brown said that both 
women ran toward each other 
and began fighting.

 Brown was charged with 
one count of affray while 
Neda was charged with one 
count of affray and two counts 
of obstruction of a law en-
forcement officer. 

 - At 1:14 p.m. on Oct. 4, 
an officer saw a seat belt vio-
lation on Claxton Dairy Road 
at Sunset Lane on a silver 
Honda Accord and initiated a 
traffic stop at 1:15 p.m. at the 
intersection of West Moore 
and North Calhoun Street.

 The officer met with Ty-
gel Towns and was informed 
of the reason he was stopped. 
The tag number of the vehicle 
was run through the officer’s 
mobile, and the registered 
owner came back as want-
ed. The registered owner was 
Je’nina A’yanni Brown who 
was located in the passenger 
seat of the vehicle.

 Towns’ drivers license 
came back as suspended for 
failure to appear. Brown’s 
information was run and 
she was wanted for failure 
to appear through Houston 
County. Towns was arrested 

and placed into a patrol car. 
After the hit was confirmed 
through Houston County for 
Brown, she was arrested and 
transported to the Laurens 
County Jail.

 Towns was transported to 
the police department where 
he was fingerprinted for the 
charge of driving while license 
suspended and cited for the 
seat belt violation. 

 - William Cook, 60, was 
charged with public drunk-
enness at the intersection of 
Industrial at Fairview Park 
Drive at 3:40 p.m. on Sept. 
28.

 An officer responded to 
the location in reference to 
a welfare check, callers were 
advising that a man wearing a 
red shirt, dark pants was hav-
ing trouble standing and kept 
falling down. He appeared in-
toxicated and was staggering 
down the sidewalk.

 The officer met with Cook 
who appeared to be asleep. 
Cook was asked to stand up. 
That is when the officer de-
tected a strong odor of an 
adult beverage coming from 
him. Cook appeared to be 
having a tough time standing 
on his own and used a pole 
to assist himself in standing. 
When asked to walk, Cook 
barely stood up.

 Cook was arrested and 
transported to the sheriff’s of-
fice where he was turned over 
to jail staff.

Laurens County  
 Sheriff's Office

 - On Sept. 20 at 2:28 p.m., 
a deputy was dispatched to 
Brantley Road regarding a 
burglary.

 - On Sept. 17 at 3:56 p.m., 
a deputy responded to the 
Bank of Dudley on Second 
Street in Dudley for a check 
fraud report.

 - A deputy was dispatched 
to Elmwood Drive in refer-
ence to a trespass at 1:20 a.m. 
on Sept. 22.

 - Brandon Ray Jones, 44, 
of Cadwell, was charged with 
possession of methamphet-
amine and possession of fire-
arms by convicted felons at 
the intersection of Coleman 
Farm Road and Coleman 
Register Road  around 10:07 
a.m. on Sept. 22. A deputy re-

sponded to the location in ref-
erence to a suspicious person.

 - On Sept. 22 at 5:52 p.m. 
a deputy was dispatched to 
Main Street in Dudley in ref-
erence to property damage.

 - At 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 16, 
a deputy responded to Barron 
Lane in Dexter in reference to 
identify theft.

 - A deputy received a call 
in reference to a 911 hang up 
on Chase Drive in East Dublin 

around 9:10 a.m.
 - On Sept. 18, around  9:30 

a.m., a deputy met with a 
woman at the sheriff’s office 
in reference to credit card 
fraud on Addie Trail. A report 
was done to document the in-
cident. 

 
 Editor's note: This infor-

mation is public record and 
was taken from reports of 
local law enforcement agen-

cies. These reports do not 
reflect guilt or innocence. An 
"arrest" does not always in-
dicate incarceration. Read-
ers are cautioned that people 
may have similar names. Po-
lice Beat does not identify mi-
nor children, victims of sex-
ual assault, suicide attempts 
or medical conditions. Cases 
dismissed do not appear if the

The newspaper is notified 
before the deadline.

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER 
HERALD

On a magical awe-inspir-
ing evening seven contes-
tants performed before an 
audience that was  filled with 
anticipation as they claimed 
the stage amid thunder-
ous applause   to compete 
for the title of Miss Black 
Dublin Scholarship Queen. 
Miss Dealdria O’Neal, the 
daughter of Alecia Crafton 
and current senior at West 
Laurens High School, suc-
cessfully claimed the title. 

Miss O’Neal’s Awards 
for the evening included the 
Director’s Award, The Cit-
izenship Award, Miss Con-
geniality, Mamye (Tommie) 
Thomasenor Dudley Pear-
son Legacy Award, and the 
Most Talented Award.  

The first runner-up was 
awarded to Sydney Howard, 
a junior at West Laurens 
High School. Howard was 
also recognized as the win-
ner of “Most Photogenic.”

The second runner-up 
went to Madison Jones, a se-
nior at Dublin High School. 
Jones was also awarded the 
Take It To Paris Home Care 
award.

Other foundation award 
winners included: Direc-
tor Award - Aquene Cole-
man, freshman, West Lau-
rens High School; People’s 
Choice Award - Chelsi Den-
nard, sophomore, West 
Laurens High School; Ken-
dall Chapman, senior, Dub-
lin High School, Take It to 
Paris Home Care LLC.

This scholarship pageant 

is under the directorship of 
Mrs. Brenda Smith and Mrs. 
Breanna Smith Chaney.  

Miss Dealdria O’Neal (above, center), the daughter of 
Alecia Crafton and current senior at West Laurens High 
School, successfully claimed the title of Miss Black Dublin 
2026/SPECIAL PHOTO

O'Neal crowned Miss Black Dublin

POLICE BEAT...



By CLAY REYNOLDS
Sports Editor

"It takes all of us" – a 
phrase that East Lau-
rens softball coaches and 
players adopted as their 
team motto for 2026 – 
rang especially true this 
past Tuesday as the Fal-
cons won an intense star-
edown at Vidalia, 2-0, to 
clinch the region 2-AA 
championship. 

Both the shutout, and 
two-run sixth inning that 
was the only departure 
from the same for the In-
dians' evenly-matched ace 
on the other side, were a 
team effort that illustrated 
their reliance not on any 
handful of players, but the 
whole group of 10 on the 
lineup card, and others in 
the dugout. 

"It takes all of us," East 
Laurens head coach Dan-
ielle Lowther said. They 
understand and believe in 
that." 

"Everybody's as im-
portant as everybody 
when you're leaning on 
everyone to do a certain 
job in a certain moment," 
assistant coach Dwayne 
Lowther added. 

The win left East (18-9 
overall) and Vidalia (20-
10) with identical 10-2 

region records. But the 
Falcons, who defeated 
their co-frontrunner 7-5 
earlier in the season, had 
both head-to-head vic-
tories that served as the 
tiebreaker to bring them 
a third league title in four 
seasons. 

East had spent most of 
September in first place 
after coming from behind 
to nail down the first one 
in its own park on Sept. 
10. But some subsequent 
stumbles on that same 
home field in a 5-3 loss to 
ACE Sept. 22, and 1-0 to 
Bleckley Oct. 1, dropped 
them just behind the In-
dians in second, mak-
ing Tuesday's rematch a 
must-win. 

"We told them it was 
going to be a tough game," 
Danielle Lowther said. 
"We told them that it was 
going to come down to the 
wire, and that it was going 
to be the team that kept 
their composure and did 
their jobs." 

Seniors DeAndrea 
Lowther, Reagan Sasser, 
Jayden Foskey and Brynne 
Moody were the team's 
go-tos all season, and 
played a significant role 
in the game – and larger 
late-season run – as the 

returning cornerstones of 
this year's roster. 

"It's just really spe-
cial," Moody said. "We've 
been working since we 
were sixth graders. We've 
all been playing together, 
and it's all actually coming 
together now." 

But the Falcons' suc-
cess down the stretch 
of the season has relied 
equally as much on some 
newer faces, besides those 
four core leaders, that 
have stepped up in notice-

able ways.  
"They've done a lot of 

stuff together," Danielle 
Lowther said. "They just 
need that extra help from 
the rest of their team-
mates, and they've been 
rising to the occasion." 

Never was that more 
apparent than in the top 
of the sixth inning, when 
most in a series of hitters 
who buckled down in the 
quality at-bats needed to 
produce the two critical 
runs were underclassmen. 

Freshman Maddie Rog-
ers got the rally started 
with a single. Freshman 
Jordan Kimsey drew a 
walk to put runners on 
first and second and De-
Andrea Lowther reached 
on an error to set up both 
of the above to score on 
the two-out double – car-
rying two clutch RBIs – by 
sophomore Avery Smith. 

From there, it was up to 
the Falcons' pitching and 
fielding, which proved to 
be some of the most elite 

in a region where multi-

ple teams, Vidalia in par-

ticular, were strong in the 

same areas. 

Of East's 70 runs al-

lowed on the season, 

ahead of Thursday's home 

finale against Johnson 

County, it gave up only 17 

to region opponents. 

"We already knew we 

had the best defense in the 

region," Danielle Lowther 
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The East Laurens Falcons will finish on top of their region for a third time in four seasons after Tuesday's clinching win at 
Vidalia/SPECIAL PHOTO, courtesy East Laurens Softball

Everybody's win: 
Team effort takes 
Falcons over top in 
tight game to clinch 
region title at Vidalia

FALCONS
Continued on page 7

This season's lone loss for the East Laurens Middle School Falcons was against the Dodge County team that came calling for Wednesday's region championship game at the new Falcon 
Field. The Warriors, a winner by 28-26 heartbreaker on coach John Peacock Field just two weeks earlier, had East's number again as they knocked off the top seed, 18-6, to win it all in 
the MGMSAA for the first time in 15 years. Dodge's multiple quarterbacks needed to do very little passing, as the running back tandem of Jekel Prince and Baheem Carr provided steady 
yardage running behind a strong offensive front, and multiple key fourth-down conversions that kept drives late in each half on the move, on the way to Prince's first touchdown to get 
the Warriors on the board with a minute or two left to the half, and to seal the game on a roughly 70-yard death march that consumed the entire eight-minute fourth quarter. Carr broke 
a big one, and Prince punched in his second (bottom left), to extend the visitors' lead in the third quarter. The Falcons, whose rushing attack was unable to get enough going, had to rely 
on the deep ball for a breakthrough. They struck for their only touchdown in between Dodge scores in the third as Lee Mack (top right) hit Braylon Bigham (top left) to cut the Warriors' 
12-0 lead in half. Christian Mapp (bottom right) leapt to intercept one of multiple others that didn't find their intended target/CLAY REYNOLDS

TOP DODGE: WARRIORS WEAR DOWN EAST LAURENS TO WIN MGMSAA REGION CHAMPIONSHIP
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FALCONS
Continued from page 6

2042 VETERANS BLVD. • 1-877-275-2660  •  WWW.MYDUBLINCHEVROLET.COM

Remember Don Sells Carswell. 
Only at Dublin Chevy Nissan.

SCOREBOARD

SOFTBALL
Wednesday

West Laurens 10, Houston 
Co. 6

Dublin 6, Hawkinsville 1

FLAG FOOTBALL
Tuesday

East Laurens 28,  
Hawkinsville 0

SOFTBALL
Thursday

Trinity at Thomas Jefferson
/4 p.m.

Dublin at Treutlen
/5:30 p.m.

Johnson Co. at East 
Laurens/6 p.m.

FLAG FOOTBALL
Tuesday

Statesboro at EL/5 p.m.

FOOTBALL
Thursday

ACE Charter at 
Bleckley Co./7 p.m.

Treutlen at Wheeler Co.
Washington Co. 

at Hephzibah /7:30 p.m.

Friday
Harlem at WL

Dodge Co. at EL
Swainsboro at Dublin

Twiggs Co. at 
Johnson Co.

Wilkinson Co. at GMC
/7:30 p.m.

PREP

SCHEDULE

CONTACT US:
Email sports information to 
tchsports77@gmail.com, or 
call (478) 272-5522, ext. 110

said. "We've been telling 
the girls that. Our defense, 
pitching, catching and 
stuff, and our girls backing 
up pitching and catching 
kind of helped us." 

The matchup of top-
flight pitchers on either 
side of the matchup was 
also a reunion of longtime 
friends and travel team-
mates in East Laurens' 
DeAndrea Lowther and 
Vidalia's Tori Polke, who 
both play for the Thom-
son YardDawgs during the 
offseason. 

Each, allowing an 
identical four hits, were 
sharp in the duel that saw 
Lowther strike out eight 
against only one walk, 
and Polke fan 11, striking 
out the first-inning side 
and not allowing an East 
Laurens baserunner until 
Sasser got to second in the 
scoreless fifth. 

The Falcons had to deal 
with some earlier situa-
tions, as Lowther pitched 
around a Tenley Blewett 
double with two Ks in 
the second inning. She 
struck out two, then got 
Blewett to ground out, to 
retire the side in the bot-
tom half of their go-ahead  
sixth. 

In the seventh, her de-
fense took care of a ball 
on the ground and a pop 
fly for two early outs. The 
third was a bit more stub-
born, as Vidalia's Britle-
igh Sharpton and Jacque-
lin Mezquititla extended 
the game with singles to 
put the tying runs at the 
corners. 

But Lowther was able 
to put Aubrey Jones away 
swinging on a full count to 
close the game. 

Coming up in  
the clutch 

With neither pitch-
er blinking through five 
scoreless frames, some-
body had to make some-
thing happen to get a run 
on the board. East Lau-
rens managed to scratch 
a couple out, as Danielle 
Lowther sagely predict-
ed preseason, "somehow, 
some way."

"We knew that the 
first team that scored was 
probably going to win the 
game," she said. "We just 
kind of kept it close, and 
kept them grounded and 
thinking the right stuff, 
and being composed the 
whole time. We kept re-
minding them of prac-
tice situations, because 
we're always practicing in 
situations." 

Admittedly, the losses 
to two of their last three re-
gion opponents identified 
some things they needed 
to work on that were a fo-
cus of the last few off-days. 

DeAndrea Lowther at-
tributed their steps for-
ward Tuesday to "putting 
the work in, focusing on 
what we haven't been 
doing." 

"Coming back from a 

hard loss, (we had) to put 
the work in, get things 
tightened up," Sasser said. 

The group agreed that 
improving their focus and 
composure under pressure 
late in games was a key to 
winning the type of tight 
games they'll only find 
themselves in more of as 
the state playoffs get un-
der way later this month.  

"We're confident in our 
team, because I know what 
our team is capable of do-
ing," Moody said. "We've 
worked really hard." 

The head-to-head wins 
to clinch the region crown 
notwithstanding, East 
Laurens may still wind up 
behind Vidalia in the seed-
ing. With a game to go for 
each squad on Thursday, 
the Falcons were posi-
tioned 15th in the GHSA's 

Post Season Rankings, 11th 
among the public schools 
who will be sorted into 
their own playoff bracket. 
The Indians' two-win ad-
vantage overall wins still 
had them a bit ahead at 
No. 6. 

But East Laurens is 
confident that some of the 
early-season losses it suf-
fered in some stiff match-
ups with teams like West 
Laurens, Westfield, FPD, 
ECI and Perry are now 
paying dividends. 

"We played some good, 
tough competition like ev-
erybody else did, which 
prepared us for Vidalia," 
Coach Lowther said. "I'm 
just proud of them for 
trusting us and staying the 
course, and doing the stuff 
that they needed to do to 
help us get that win, on 

the road, in hostile territo-
ry, against a good Vidalia 
team." 

Going into the play-
offs, the Falcons are sure 
of their identity as a team 
that may not overpow-
er teams offensively, but 
knows what it takes to get 
the key runs and outs to 
win close games. 

"I'm just confident in 
our defense," Danielle 
Lowther said. "We've 
held most teams to a lim-
ited amount of runs... I 
wouldn't expect anything 
different in regard to de-
fense. We've got solid 
pitching and catching, our 
defense backs us up. We get 
some runs on the board by 
everybody contributing." 

It'll continue to take 
everybody. But East Lau-
rens plans to look back 

to that tightly-knit class 
of seniors for leadership, 
and determination to get 
where it hopes to go. 

"They got to Columbus 
as sophomores," Danielle 
Lowther said. "They want 
to get back there, and 
not just get there. They 
want to win it this time. 
That's the whole goal, the 
whole mission and every-
thing else. It's going to be 
tough, but they're good  
for it." 

The bond and chemis-
try the group shares will be 
invaluable as it vies to go 
out with a deep run. 

"It's like a fun expe-
rience, us all growing 
through softball together, 
and now working togeth-
er to accomplish the goals 
that we want to accom-
plish," Foskey said. 
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Classifieds

Services

Skid Steer Services: offering hole drilling, 
brush cutting, log removal, trenching, 
stump grinding, and more. Call or text 
478‑290‑4567

Legals

Legals

26‑467

10931129

Notice Of Sale Under Power
State Of Georgia, County Of Laurens. 
Under And By Virtue Of The Power Of Sale 
Contained In A Deed To Secure Debt Given 
By Juan Corona To Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., As Grantee, 
As Nominee For Mortgage Research 
Center, LLC Dba Veterans United Home 
Loans., Its Successors And Assigns , Dated 
04/14/2023, And Recorded On 04/17/2023 
As Book No. 3379 And Page No. 226, As 
Affected By Loan Modification Agreement 
Book 03562, Page 0228‑0236, Laurens 
County, Georgia Records, As Last As‑
signed To Pennymac Loan Services, LLC 
(The Secured Creditor), By Assignment, 
Conveying The After‑Described Property 
To Secure A Note Of Even Date In The 
Original Principal Amount Of $224,730.00, 
With Interest At The Rate Specified There‑
in, There Will Be Sold By The Undersigned 
At Public Outcry To The Highest Bidder For 
Cash At The Laurens County Courthouse 
Within The Legal Hours Of Sale On The 
First Tuesday In November, 2026, The 
Following Described Property: All That 
Tract Or Parcel Of Land Situate, Lying And 
Being In Land Lot 226 Of The First Land 
District Of Laurens County, Georgia, Being 
A Part Of Lot 33 Of Holly Hills Subdivision, 
As Particularly Shown On A Plat Of Survey 
By Daniel R. Riggs, Land Surveyor, Dated 
November 10, 1974, Recorded In Deed 
Book 324, Page 390, Laurens County 
Records, Which Plat Is By This Reference 
Incorporated Herein As A Part Of This 
Description. Said Property Is In The Shape 
Of A Rectangle Which Fronts 125 Feet 
On The Southwesterly Margin Of Winfield 
Road And Extends Back In A Southwesterly 
Direction In Equal Width A Direction Of 200 
Feet. This Conveyance And The Warranties 
Hereinafter Contained Are Made Subject 
To Any And All Restrictions, Easements, 
Covenants, And Rights‑Of‑Way Affecting 
Said Described Property In Addition To 
Restrictive Covenants As Contained In 
Instrument Of Record In Deed Book 297, 
Pages 317, Clerk’s Office, Laurens Su‑
perior Court.  Subject To All Easements, 
Ordinances, Covenants, Conditions, Re‑
strictions, And Rights‑Of‑Way Of Record, 
If Any. The Debt Secured By Said Deed 
To Secure Debt Has Been And Is Hereby 
Declared Due Because Of, Among Other 
Possible Events Of Default, Failure To 
Pay The Indebtedness As And When Due 
And In The Manner Provided In The Note 
And Deed To Secure Debt.  Because The 
Debt Remains In Default, This Sale Will 
Be Made For The Purpose Of Paying The 
Same And All Expenses Of This Sale, As 
Provided In The Deed To Secure Debt And 
By Law, Including Attorney’s Fees (Notice 
Of Intent To Collect Attorney’s Fees Having 
Been Given). Pennymac Loan Services, 
LLC Holds The Duly Endorsed Note And 
Is The Current Assignee Of The Security 
Deed To The Property. Pennymac Loan 
Services, LLC, Acting On Behalf Of And, As 
Necessary, In Consultation With Pennymac 
Loan Services, LLC (The Current Investor 
On The Loan), Is The Entity With The 
Full Authority To Negotiate, Amend, And 
Modify All Terms Of The Loan. Pursuant To 
O.C.G.A. § 44‑14‑162.2, Pennymac Loan 
Services, LLC May Be Contacted At: Pen‑
nymac Loan Services, LLC, 3043 Towns‑
gate Road, Suite 200, Westlake Village, 
CA 91361, 866‑549‑3583. Please Note 
That, Pursuant To O.C.G.A. § 44‑14‑162.2, 
The Secured Creditor Is Not Required To 
Amend Or Modify The Terms Of The Loan.  
To The Best Knowledge And Belief Of The 
Undersigned, The Party/Parties In Posses‑
sion Of The Subject Property Known As 
203 Winfield Rd, Dublin, Georgia 31021 Is/
Are: Juan Corona Or Tenant/Tenants. Said 
Property Will Be Sold Subject To (A) Any 
Outstanding Ad Valorem Taxes (Including 
Taxes Which Are A Lien, But Not Yet Due 
And Payable), (B) Any Matters Which Might 
Be Disclosed By An Accurate Survey And 
Inspection Of The Property, And (C) All 
Matters Of Record Superior To The Deed 
To Secure Debt First Set Out Above, In‑
cluding, But Not Limited To, Assessments, 
Liens, Encumbrances, Zoning Ordinances, 
Easements, Restrictions, Covenants, Etc. 
The Sale Will Be Conducted Subject To (1) 
Confirmation That The Sale Is Not Prohibit‑
ed Under The U.S. Bankruptcy Code; And 
(2)  Final Confirmation And Audit Of The 
Status Of The Loan With The Holder Of The 
Security Deed. Pursuant To O.C.G.A. Sec‑
tion 9‑13‑172.1, Which Allows For Certain 
Procedures Regarding The Rescission Of 
Judicial And Nonjudicial Sales In The State 
Of Georgia, The Deed Under Power And 
Other Foreclosure Documents May Not Be 
Provided Until Final Confirmation And  Audit 
Of The Status Of The Loan As Provided 
In The Preceding Paragraph. Pennymac 
Loan Services, LLC As Attorney In Fact 
For Juan Corona. This Law Firm Is Acting 
As A Debt Collector Attempting To Collect 
A Debt.  Any Information Obtained Will Be 
Used For That Purpose. 00000010931129 
Barrett Daffin Frappier Turner & Engel, LLP 
4004 Belt Line Road, Suite 100 Addison, 
Texas 75001 Telephone: (972) 341‑5398. 

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26‑461

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER, 
LAURENS COUNTY Pursuant to the 
Power of Sale contained in a Security 
Deed given by Kenneth D Simmons and 
Ashley B Simmons to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as grantee, as 
nominee for Mortgage Network, Inc., its 
successors and assigns dated 6/22/2022 
and recorded in Deed Book 3305 Page 
282, and that Default Judgment and Final 
Order recorded in Deed Book 3684 Page 
104, Laurens County, Georgia records; as 
last transferred to or acquired by PENNY‑
MAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC, conveying 
the after‑described property to secure 
a Note in the original principal amount 
of $265,058.00, with interest at the rate 
specified therein, there will be sold by the 
undersigned at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash before the Courthouse door 

of Laurens County, Georgia (or such other 
area as designated by Order of the Superior 
Court of said county), within the legal hours 
of sale on November 3, 2026 (being the first 
Tuesday of said month unless said date 
falls on a Federal Holiday, in which case be‑
ing the first Wednesday of said month), the 
following described property: All that tract or 
parcel of land situate, lying and being Lot 
2 of Rollingwood Estates‑ Extension A in 
Land Lot 258 in the First Land District in the 
City of Dublin, Laurens County, Georgia, 
as more particularly described on a plat of 
survey prepared by Billy Flanders, Regis‑
tered Land Surveyor, dated November 26, 
1986, revised June 3, 1987, recorded in 
Plat Book 6, page 13, in the Office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia. Said plat and the record thereof 
are by reference incorporated herein and 
made a part hereof. This is part of the land 
described in the Warranty Deed from Jerry 
A Romine and Inez C. Romine to N Kay My‑
ers, recorded in Deed Book 769, page 20, 
in said Clerk’s Office. Subject to covenants, 
restrictions, reservations and easements of 
record. Said property is further identified by 
the Laurens County Tax Assessor as 215 
Palisade Drive, Dublin, GA 31021. Map/
Parcel: D14F/010 
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events 
of default, failure to pay the indebtedness 
as and when due and in the manner pro‑
vided in the Note and Security Deed. The 
debt remaining in default, this sale will be 
made for the purpose of paying the same 
and all expenses of this sale, as provided 
in the Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given). Said 
property is commonly known as 215 Pal‑
isade Dr, Dublin, GA 31021 together with 
all fixtures and personal property attached 
to and constituting a part of said property, 
if any. To the best knowledge and belief of 
the undersigned, the party (or parties) in 
possession of the subject property is (are): 
Kenneth D Simmons or tenant or tenants. 
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC is the entity 
or individual designated, who shall have full 
authority to negotiate, amend and mod‑
ify all terms of the mortgage. PennyMac 
Loan Services, LLC Loss Mitigation 3043 
Townsgate Road #200, Westlake Village, 
CA 91361 1‑866‑549‑3583 Note, however, 
that such entity or individual is not required 
by law to negotiate, amend or modify the 
terms of the loan. Said property will be sold 
subject to: (a) any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but 
not yet due and payable), (b) unpaid water 
or sewage bills that constitute a lien against 
the property whether due and payable or 
not yet due and payable and which may not 
be of record, (c) the right of redemption of 
any taxing authority, (d) any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, and (e) any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above. The sale will be 
conducted subject to (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the Security Deed. Pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. Section 9‑13‑172.1, which allows 
for certain procedures regarding the rescis‑
sion of judicial and non‑judicial sales in the 
State of Georgia, the Deed Under Power 
and other foreclosure documents may not 
be provided until final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan as provided 
immediately above. PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC as agent and Attorney in 
Fact for Kenneth D Simmons and Ashley B 
Simmons Aldridge Pite, LLP, Six Piedmont 
Center, 3525 Piedmont Road, N.E., Suite 
700, Atlanta, Georgia 30305, (404) 994‑
7400. 1120‑9168A THIS LAW FIRM MAY 
BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 1120‑9168A 

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26‑448

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
Laurens COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
IN RE: ESTATE OF HOWELL LOVETT 
THIGPEN, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26‑171 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS‑

TRATION 
NOTICE 

TO: Wendy Maguire, Denise Macoy, 
Donnie Tyler and to whom it may concern: 
Delores Graham has petitioned for Delores 
Graham to be appointed administrator(s) 
of the estate of HOWELL LOVETT THIG‑
PEN Gay 
deceased, of said county. (The petition‑
er has also applied for waiver of bond, 
waiver of reports, waiver of statements, 
and/or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. § 53‑12‑261.) All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. All 
objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such ob‑
jections, and must be filed with the Court 
on or before NOV. 2 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson. 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
POBOX 2098 
Dublin, GA 31040 
478‑272‑2566 

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26‑462

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
Pursuant to the power of sale contained 
in the Security Deed executed by BREE‑
ANNA MORGAN WILKINSON to MORT‑
GAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 
SYSTEMS, INC., AS GRANTEE, AS 
NOMINEE FOR HOMESTAR FINANCIAL 
CORP. in the original principal amount of 
$106,060.00 dated January 12, 2022, and 
recorded in Deed Book 3248, Page 215, 
Laurens County records, said Security 
Deed being last transferred to CONVEN‑
TIONAL/ FHA/VA/RHS: ROCKET MORT‑
GAGE, LLC in Deed Book 3640, Page 22, 
Laurens County records, the undersigned 
will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash, before the Courthouse door in said 
County, or at such other place as lawfully 
designated, within the legal hours of sale, 
on 11/3/2026, the property in said Security 
Deed and described as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
LYING AND BEING IN THE CITY OF DUB‑
LIN, LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA, AND 
BEING KNOWN AS LOT 5 AND PART OF 
LOT 6, AND BEING MORE PARTICULAR‑
LY SHOWN AND DESCRIBED ACCORD‑
ING TO A PLAT OF SURVEY PREPARED 

BY BILLY FLANDERS & ASSOCIATES, 
SURVEYORS, DATED MAY 7, 1992, AND 
RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 657, PAGE 
308, LAURENS COUNTY RECORDS. THE 
COURSES AND DISTANCES OF SAID 
PLAT ARE INCORPORATED INTO AND 
MADE A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION 
BY REFERENCE.
SAID PROPERTY IS IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENCE KNOWN AS 213 OUTLER 
STREET, DUBLIN, GA 31021.
SUBJECT TO COVENANTS, RESTRIC‑
TIONS, RESERVATIONS AND EASE‑
MENTS OF RECORD.
SAID PROPERTY IS FURTHER IDENTI‑
FIED BY THE LAURENS COUNTY TAX 
ASSESSOR AS 213 OUTLER STREET, 
DUBLIN, GA 31021, MAP/PARCEL: 
D16C/051.
Said property being known as: 213 OUT‑
LER ST, DUBLIN, GA 31021
To the best of the undersigned’s knowl‑
edge, the party or parties in possession of 
said property is/are BREEANNA MORGAN 
WILKINSON or tenant(s). 
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due 
and payable because of, among other 
possible events of default, failure to pay 
the indebtedness as provided for in the 
Note and said Security Deed.  The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of sale, including attorney’s fees 
(notice of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given). 
Said property will be sold subject to the 
following: (1) any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes which are a lien, 
whether or not yet due and payable); (2) the 
right of redemption of any taxing authority; 
(3) any matters which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property; and (4) any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
Said sale will be conducted subject to the 
following: (1) confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; and (2) final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the holder of 
the Security Deed.
The name, address, and telephone number 
of the individual or entity who has full au‑
thority to negotiate, amend, and modify all 
terms of the mortgage is as follows:

Rocket Mortgage LLC
8950 Cypress Waters Blvd.

Coppell, TX 75019
1‑888‑480‑2432

Note that pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44‑14‑
162.2, the above individual or entity is not 
required by law to negotiate, amend, or 
modify the terms of the mortgage. 
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
MAY BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
CONVENTIONAL/ FHA/VA/RHS: ROCK‑

ET MORTGAGE, LLC,
as Attorney‑in‑Fact for

BREEANNA MORGAN WILKINSON
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane & 
Partners, PLLC
13010 Morris Rd., Suite 450
Alpharetta, GA 30004
Phone: 470‑321‑7112
Firm File No. 26‑444240

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26‑438

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF LAURENS 
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF SAID 
STATE AND COUNTY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF KAY F. HUTCHESON 
SMITH 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT‑
ORS 

All creditors of the estate of KAY F. 
HUTCHESON SMITH deceased, late of 
Laurens County, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme‑
diate payment to me. 
This 16th Day of September, 2026 
Emily F. Kight 
Attorney for the Estate of 
KAY F. HUTCHESON SMITH Kight Law, 
LLC 
P.O. Box 2056 
Dublin, Ga. 31040

September 19, 26, October 3, 10, 2026

26‑469

TANYA ROGERS, CLERK
LAURENS COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

TRADE NAME REGISTRATION
PERSONNALLY APPEARED THE UN‑
DERSIGNED WHO ON OATH DEPOSES 
AND SAYS THAT:
Derek Jackson Dublin LLC
5855 Georgia Highway 400, Cumming, 
GA 30028
IS/ARE DOING BUSINESS IN LAURENS 
COUNTY, GA., UNDER THE NAME OF:
Don Jackson Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 
Dublin
2054 US Highway 441 S
Dublin, GA 31021
AND THAT THE NATURE OF THE BUSI‑
NESS TO BE CARRIED ON AT SUCH 
ADDRESS IS: 
Retail Store‑ Storefront sales‑ Franchised 
new car dealership
Person making declaration
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE 
ME THIS 3rd DAY OF September, 2026.
Kelli D. Ivey
NOTARY PUBLIC

October 10, 17, 2026

26‑466

My Storage Building located at 1720 
Claxton Dairy Road Dublin, Ga. 31021 will 
hold an online public sale to enforce a lien 
imposed on said property, as described 
below, pursuant to the Georgia Self Storage 
Facility Act, Georgia Code 10‑4‑210 to 10‑
4‑215.  The auction will be
held on website www.storageauctions.
com (http://www.storageauctions.com) and 
will end at   2 PM   on   Monday, October 
30, 2026.  
Management reserves the right to withdraw 
any unit from sale. Registered or motor 
vehicles
are sold “As Is / Parts Only,” no titles or 
registration.

Tenant Name: Racheedra Parks
Unit #: A13     
Stored Items: HHG, Furn, Boxes

Tenant Name: Heather Thompson
Unit #: A49     
Stored Items: HHG, Furn, Boxes

October 10, 2026

26‑452

Notice to Debtors and Creditors
All creditors of the estate of  Eva Mayweath‑
er late of Laurens County, deceased, are 
hereby notified to render in their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
This 3rd day of October, 2026
Name: Mitchell Margaret
Title: Administrator
Address: 7393 Hodgson Memorial Drive 
Suite 202 Savannah GA 31406

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26‑443

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI‑
TORS 

Georgia, Laurens County. 
All creditors of the Estate of Estate of Bruce 
Lorenzo Rhyne, deceased, late of Laurens 
County, are hereby notified to render in 
writing their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said Estate are required to make imme‑
diate payment to the undersigned.
This 16th day of September, 2026. 
Loren Audria Rhyne, 
Administrator of the Estate of 
Estate of Bruce Lorenzo Rhyne, deceased 
c/o J. Jackson Dixon 
Smith Dixon Law Group, LLC 
205 N. Franklin Street 
Dublin, GA 31021 

September 26, October 3, 10, 17, 2026

26‑458

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU‑
RENS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA 
IN RE: ESTATE OF MITCHELL ELTON 
FROST, JR., DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 2‑178 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS‑

TRATION 
NOTICE 

TO: whom it may concern: 
EVE ZIMMERMAN has petitioned for 
EVE ZIMMERMAN to be appointed ad‑
ministrator(s) of the estate of MITCHELL 
ELTON FROST, JR. deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53‑12‑261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before November 2, 2026 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: C. Warren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO Box 2098 
Dublin, GA 31040 
4781272‑2566

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26‑445

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI‑
TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF LAURENS 
IN RE: ESTATE OF Mary Lynn Reid, 
DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Mary Lynn 
Reid, DECEASED late of Laurens County, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and all 
person indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to me. 
Keith Anthony Gillis
Executor of Mary Lynn Reid, deceased 
110 Sheldon Ridge Ct Bonaire, GA 31005
O.C.G.A § 53‑7‑41 states: 
“...Every personal representative shall, 
within 60 days from the date of qualification, 
publish a notice directed generally to all of 
the creditors of the estate to render an ac‑
count of their demands. The notice shall be 
published once a week for four weeks in the 
official newspaper of the county in which 
the personal representative qualified...” 

September 26, October 3, 10, 17, 2026

26‑465

PUBLIC NOTICE 
In accordance with the Georgia Compre‑
hensive Solid Waste Management Act, 
Section  12‑8‑32(c), PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby served that the Houston County 
Board of  Commissioners on September 29, 
2026 received a Notice of Site Suitability 
for a solid  waste disposal facility from the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources  
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) 
for a solid waste disposal operation known  
as the Houston County SR 247 Klondike 
C&D Landfill Proposed Expansion. The  
facility is located at 2080 Hwy 247 South, 
Mile Marker 2, Kathleen, Georgia 31047.  
Houston County will host a public meeting 
to inform affected residents and landowners  
in the area of the Houston County –SR 247 
Klondike C&D Landfill of the opportunity  
to engage in a facility issues negotiations 
process. The meeting will be held at the 
Perry Courthouse located at 201 Perry 
Parkway, Perry, Georgia on November 3, 
2026 at  9:00AM.

October 10, 2026

26‑436

STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
LAURENS 
TAKE NOTICE THAT:
To:   THE ESTATE AND THE HEIRS OF 
EVA MITCHEL MAYWEATHER 
D16F‑309, 127 MARSHALL STREET 
DUBLIN, GA 31021 
The right to redeem the following described 
property to wit:
See Exhibit “A”
will expire and be forever foreclosed and 
barred on and after November 11, 2026.
The tax deed for which this notice is related 
is dated the August 5, 2025 and recorded in 
the office of the Clerk of the Superior Court 
of Laurens  County, Georgia, in Deed Book 
3622, page 67, Laurens County Records. 
Please be governed accordingly.
SCOTT B. THOMPSON, SR.
Attorney for SHEENA LANIER
1306 Bellevue Avenue
Dublin, GA 31021 
(478) 272‑4460
EXHIBIT “A”
All that tract or parcel of land, lying and 
being in the City of Dublin, Laurens County, 
Georgia, designated as Tax Parcel 16F‑
309, being known as Lot 7C, Block 281 of 
the City of Dublin, and known as 127 Mar‑
shall Street, Dublin, GA.  Said property is 
more particularly shown and described on a 
plat of survey prepared by Marvin D. Clem‑
ents, Surveyor, and recorded in Deed Book 
398, page 342, Laurens County Records. 
This is the same property described in a 
Joint Survivorship Warranty Deed from 
H. Dale Thompson to Ralph Mayweather 
and Eva M. Mayweather, recorded in Deed 
Book 398, page 312.  Ralph Mayweather 
predeceased Eva M. Mayweather, who died 
on November 5, 2022.  Ralph Mayweather 
died on November 12, 1997.   

September 26, October 3, 10, 17, 2026

26‑451

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI‑
TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF LAURENS 
IN RE: ESTATE OF Betty Joyce Brown, 
DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Betty Joyce 
Brown, DECEASED late of Laurens 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all person indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to me. 
Murray Steven Brown
Executor of Betty Joyce Brown, deceased 
705 Cole Road Glenwood, GA 30428
O.C.G.A § 53‑7‑41 states: 

“...Every personal representative shall, 
within 60 days from the date of qualification, 
publish a notice directed generally to all of 
the creditors of the estate to render an ac‑
count of their demands. The notice shall be 
published once a week for four weeks in the 
official newspaper of the county in which 
the personal representative qualified...” 

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26‑431

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
Because of a default under the terms of 
the Security Deed executed by April L. 
Mobley to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as nominee for 
Morris Bank, its successors and assigns 
dated June 26, 2015, and recorded in Deed 
Book 2624, Page 78, Laurens County Re‑
cords, said Security Deed having been last 
sold, assigned, transferred and conveyed 
to Nationstar Mortgage LLC, securing a 
Note in the original principal amount of 
$86,734.00, the holder thereof pursuant to 
said Deed and Note thereby secured has 
declared the entire amount of said indebt‑
edness due and payable and, pursuant to 
the power of sale contained in said Deed, 
will on the first Tuesday, November 3, 2026, 
during the legal hours of sale, before the 
Courthouse door in said County, sell at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash, 
the property described in said Deed, to‑wit:
All that tract or parcel of land, situate, 
lying and being in the Town of Rentz, 
Land Lot 110, in the 17th Land District of 
Laurens County, Georgia, containing 3.26 
acres, more or less, fronting on Georgia 
Hwy 117 and County Road 264 as more 
particularly described and delineated on a 
plat of survey prepared by Larry C. Jones, 
Georgia Registered Land Surveyor, dated 
March 13, 1987, and recorded in Deed 
Book 481 , Page 229 in the Office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia. Said plat and the record thereof 
are by reference incorporated herein and 
made a part hereof.
Said property is further identified by the 
Laurens County Tax Assessor as 2206 
Hwy 117, Rentz, GA 31075, Map/Parcel: 
107‑A/015.
Said property is known as 2206 Highway 
117, Rentz, GA 31075, together with all fix‑
tures and personal property attached to and 
constituting a part of said property, if any.
Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, whether or not now 
due and payable), the right of redemption 
of any taxing authority, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any as‑
sessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be applied 
to the payment of said indebtedness and 
all expenses of said sale as provided in 
said Deed, and the balance, if any, will be 
distributed as provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the possession 
of April L Mobley, a/k/a April Leigh Mobley, 
successor in interest or tenant(s).

Rocket Mortgage, LLC as Attor‑
ney‑in‑Fact for April L. Mobley

File no. 26‑084873
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
1050 Crown Pointe Parkway, Suite 500
Atlanta, GA 30338
(770) 220‑2535
https://www.logs.com/ 
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*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR. ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

September 26, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 
31, 2026

26-455
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
business operated at the following location, 
which is  located in Laurens County under 
the Trade Name of Carton & Cases, is 
owned and carried on by SSH.IVA L.L.C., 
whose principal address is 1823 Rice 
Avenue, Dublin, Georgia 31021, and the  
statement relating thereto required by the 
Official Code of Georgia § 10-1-490 has 
been filed  with the Clerk of Superior Court 
of Laurens County, Georgia: 

Carton & Cases 
1823 Rice Avenue 
Dublin, GA 31021

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26-450
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF DANNY THOMAS 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-131 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION 
NOTICE 

TO: CHILOR THOMAS and to whom it 
may concern: 
MISTY B. THOMAS has petitioned for to 
be appointed administrator(s) of the estate 
of DANNY THOMAS deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not 
be granted. All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before NOV 2, 2026 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
DUBLIN, GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26-463
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF MARK WALDEN, 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-137 

NOTICE 
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will (and 
Codicil(s)) in Solemn Form in the above- 
referenced estate having been duly filed. 
TO: AMBER DESHAE WILLIAMS
This is to notify you to file objection, if 
there is any, to the petition to probate will 
in solemn form, in this Court on or before 
NOVEMBER 2, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
DUBLIN, GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26-472
NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 

NAME
GEORGIA
Laurens County
Notice is hereby given that Brandi Sue 
Lopez, the undersigned, filed her petition 
to the Superior Court Laurens County, 
Georgia, on the 30th day of September, 
2026, praying for a change in the name of 
petitioner’s minor child from Landon Brice 
Lopez to Landon Brice Perez. Notice 
is hereby given pursuant to law to any 
interested or affected party to appear in 
said Court and to file objections to such 
name change. Objections must be filed 
with said Court within 30 days of the filing 
of said petition.
This the 6th day of October, 2026.
/s/Ralph N. Jackson
RALPH N. JACKSON
Attorney for Petitioner 
State Bar No. 387629  
Ralph Jackson, P.C.
1101 Bellevue Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021
Phone: (478) 272-7607
Fax : (478) 272-0946
ralph@ga-laws.com 

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-460
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY
 Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale 
contained in a Security Deed given by Cody 
Travis Stroup and Madison Payne Stroup to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as grantee, as nominee for Mortgage 
Research Center, LLC dba Veterans United 
Home Loans, its successors and assigns 
dated October 6, 2023, recorded in Deed 
Book 3426, Page 105, Laurens County, 
Georgia Records, and as modified by 
that certain Loan Modification Agreement 
recorded in Deed Book 3574, Page 39, 
Laurens County, Georgia Records, as last 
transferred to Nationstar Mortgage LLC by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 3560, 
Page 69, Laurens County, Georgia Re-
cords, conveying the after-described prop-
erty to secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of ONE HUNDRED SIXTY-NINE 
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED SIXTY-NINE 
AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($169,569.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, there 
will be sold at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash before the courthouse door 
of Laurens County, Georgia, or at such 
place as may be lawfully designated as an 
alternative, within the legal hours of sale 
on the first Tuesday in November, 2026, 
the following described property: 
SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF

 The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due and 
payable because of default having been 
made of the terms of the Note and Security 
Deed. The terms remaining in default, this 
sale will be made for the purpose of paying 
the total debt, including  all expenses of this 
sale, as provided in the Security Deed and 
by law which includes, but is not limited to, 
attorney’s fees (notice pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
§ 13-1-11 having been given).
 Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority, any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and any matters 
of record including, but not limited to, those 
superior to the Security Deed first set out 
above. Said property will be sold on an 
“as-is” basis without any representation, 
warranty or recourse against the above-
named or the undersigned. Prospective bid
ders must perform their own due diligence.
 Rocket Mortgage, LLC s/b/m Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC is the holder of the Security 
Deed to the property in accordance with 
OCGA § 44-14-162.2.
 The entity that has full authority to 
negotiate, amend, and modify all terms of 
the mortgage with the debtor is: Rocket 
Mortgage, LLC s/b/m Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC, 8950 Cypress Waters Blvd, Coppell, 
TX 75019, (888) 480-2432.
 Note, however, that such entity is not 
required by law to negotiate, amend or 
modify the terms of the loan.
 Upon information and belief, said prop-
erty is more commonly known as 1203 Sky-
line Dr, Dublin, GA 31021. Should a conflict 
arise between the property address and the 
legal description, the legal description shall 
control.
 ATTENTION ALL PROSPECTIVE 
BIDDERS: On March 1, 2026, the data 
collection and reporting requirements under 
the U.S. Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN) new Anti-Money Laun-
dering Rule (the “Rule”), found at 89 FR 
70258, went into effect. The Rule applies 
to certain residential real estate sale trans-
actions (including some that go beyond the 
typical one-to-four family residence) where 
the transfer is to a legal entity or trust, and 
which includes cash purchases, private 
financing or financing provided by an insti-
tution not subject to a federal Anti-Money 
Laundering or Suspicion Activity Report 
requirement. If applicable, as part of this 
Rule, buyers and sellers are required to 
provide additional information and docu-
mentation about themselves, their legal 
entities, and/or the source of funds used 
in the reportable transaction. The collection 
of this information and documentation is 
required to comply with the Rule’s federal 
reporting requirements, if applicable.* 
This notice is provided for informational 
purposes only and does not constitute legal 
advice. You are encouraged to consult with 
your own independent legal counsel if you 
have questions about how the FinCEN 
Anti-Money Laundering Rule affects your 
transaction and whether your transaction 
is reportable.
 *The Rule is the subject of ongoing liti-
gation in several jurisdictions. We suggest 
that you seek your own legal counsel if you 
have questions about the status of the Rule 
and its applicability to your sale, if any.
 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, (2) to final 
confirmation and audit of the status of the 
loan with the holder of the Security Deed, 
and (3) to confirmation that the successful 
bidder has timely provided all information 
required for reporting under the Rule, 89 
FR 70258, if applicable.
 Rocket Mortgage, LLC s/b/m Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC
 as Attorney in Fact for 
 Cody Travis Stroup and Madison Payne 
Stroup
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
1544 Old Alabama Rd
Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
EXHIBIT “A”
All that tract, lot or parcel of land situate, 
lying and being in the City of Dublin, Lau-
rens County, Georgia, known as Lot 27 in 
Woodland Hills Subdivision as shown on 
a plat of said subdivision recorded in Plat 
Book 3, Page 61, Office of the Clerk, Lau-
rens Superior Court and more particularly 
described on a plat of survey prepared by 
Jack C. Brantley, Land Surveyor, dated 
March 21, 1968, as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin on the eastern 
margin of Skyline Drive a distance of 
133.7 feet northerly from the northeastern 
intersection of Briarcliff Road and Skyline 
Drive, as measured along the eastern mar-
gin of said Skyline Drive; thence running in 
a northeasterly direction a distance of 186.2 
feet; to an iron pin; thence running 
in a northwesterly direction a distance of 
110 feet to an iron pin; thence running in a 
southeasterly-direction a distance of 185.2 
feet to an iron pin located on the eastern 
margin of Skyline Drive; thence running in 
a southerly direction along the eastern mar-
gin of Skyline Drive a distance of 110 feet 
to an iron pin and the point of beginning. 
Subject to all easements, ordinances, 
covenants, conditions, restrictions, and 
rights-of-way of record, if any. 
Map/Parcel: D09B 015
Address: 1203 Skyline Drive, Dublin, GA 
31021
CA     November 3, 2026
Our file no. 26-24611GA
26-24611GA

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-464
Notice to Debtors and Creditors

All creditors of the estate of  Angela Christy-
na Cain late of Laurens County, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render in their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment.
This 1st day of October, 2026
Name: Bridget Wommack
Title: Administrator
Address: 1690 Highway 280 West, Milan, 
Georgia 31060

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-454
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF LAURENS
IN RE: ESTATE OF BESSIE LOU HARVIL
 All creditors of the estate of BESSIE 
LOU HARVILL, deceased, late of Laurens 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned Executor, 
Jimmy Russell Rogers, under the Last Will 
and Testament of said Decedent.
 This 28th day of  September, 2026.
S. Ryan Dixon    
Nelson & Dixon, LLC 
125 North Franklin Street
Dublin, Georgia 31021 
478-272-3545 
JIMMY RUSSELL ROGERS
Executor of the Estate of
BESSIE LOU HARVILL
853 Blackshear Ferry Road West
Dublin, Georgia 31021

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26-449 
IN THE PROBATE COURT COUNTY OF 

LAURENS 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF ALZADA FLOYD, 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-172 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION 
NOTICE 

TO:  whom it may concern: 
Jeff L. Wells has petitioned for Floyd to be 
appointed Administrator(s) of the estate of 
Alzada Floyd, deceased, of said County. 
(The Petitioner has also applied for waiv-
er of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said Petition should not 
be granted. All objections to the Petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before NOV. 2 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the Petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a Probate Court 
Clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as and indigent party. Contact Probate 
Court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the Petition may 
be granted without a hearing. 
GENOLA O. JACKSON, 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk/Deputy Clerk of the Probate Court 
Laurens County Probate Court 
P. O. Box 2098 
Dublin, Georgia 31040 
Telephone Number: 478-272-2566 

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26-432
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

LAURENS COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF SELENA VICTORIA 
POPE, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-148 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION 
NOTICE 

TO: and to whom it may concern: 
MATTHEW STEVEN POPE has petitioned 
to be appointed administrator(s) of the 
estate of SELENA VICTORIA POPE de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or before 
October 19 2026 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Genolo O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: C Warren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO Box 2098 
Dublin, GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

September 19, 26, October 3, 10, 2026

26-459
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

Laurens COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF Sheila Patricia Stanley, 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-176 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION 
NOTICE 

TO:  whom it may concern: 
Sherlanda Stanley has petitioned to be 
appointed administrator(s) of the estate of 
Sheila Patricia Stanley deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or before 
Nov 2, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Atty. Verna L. Smith 
Genola O. Jackson 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
Dublin, GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26-456
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS 
IN RE: ESTATE OF JERRY GRAND-
PIERRE.  All creditors of the estate of 
Jerry Grand-Pierre late of Laurens County, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to law, 
and all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment this 
29th day of September 2026 to Tanesha 
Grand-Pierre c/o Attorney: Tim J. Thomp-
son, 1900-B Northside Crossing, Macon, 
GA 31210, 478-471-9900.

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

26-471
NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 

NAME
GEORGIA
Laurens County
 Notice is hereby given that Brandi Sue 
Lopez, the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Laurens County, 
Georgia, on the 30th day of September, 
2026, praying for a change in the name 
of petitioner from Brandi Sue Lopez 
to Brandi Sue Perez. Notice is hereby 
given pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court and 
to file objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said Court 
within 30 days of the filing of said petition.
 This the 6th day of October, 2026.
_/s/Ralph N. Jackson
RALPH N. JACKSON
Attorney for Petitioner 

State Bar No. 387629 
The Jackson Law Firm
212-H West Jackson Street 
Dublin, GA 31021
Phone (478) 272-7607
Fax: (478) 272-0946
ralph@ga-laws.com

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-470
GA2600295852
Notice Of Foreclosure Sale Under Power 
Laurens County, Georgia Under and by vir-
tue of the Power of Sale contained in a Se-
curity Deed given by Donald Wells, Single 
Man to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., As Grantee, As Nominee 
For Mortgage Research Center, LLC DBA 
Veterans United Home Loans, Its Succes-
sors And Assigns, dated 03/23/2026and 
recorded 03/27/2026 in, Book 3689,Page 
200, Laurens County, Georgia Records, as 
last transferred to Amerihome Mortgage 
Company, LC by assignment recorded on 
07/10/2026, Book 03730, Page 0003-0004, 
in the Office of the Clerk of Superior Court 
of Laurens Georgia Records, conveying 
the after-described property to secure a 
Note in the original principal amount of 
$ 270,00.00, with interest thereon as set 
forth therein, there will be sold at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash before 
the courthouse door of Laurens County, 
Georgia, within the legal hours of sale on 
11/03/2026, the flowing described property: 
All that certain tract or parcel of land situate, 
lying and being in Land Lot No. 236, of the 
First Land District of Laurens County, Geor-
gia, consisting of Lot Eight (8), containing 
1.18 acres, more or less, and Lot Nine (9), 
containing 1.16, more or less, and being 
more particularly shown on a certain plat 
of survey prepared by William E Greenway, 
Land Surveyor, dated July 22, 1985, and 
recorded in Deed Book 433, page 288, 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Laurens County, Georgia, which 
plat and the record thereof is incorporated 
herein and made a part of this description. 
Said tract is bounded, now or formerly, as 
follows: North by land of Susan T Kight, 
East by the waters of the Oconee River, 
South by land of Van & Judy Moorman, 
and West by the right-of-way of Henderson 
Road, said tract is the same tract conveyed 
to Margaret Victoria Rogers from the Estate 
of Thomas H Rogers, Jr, by administrator’s 
deed, recorded on December 21, 2016, 
Deed Book 2747, pages112-113, Laurens 
County Deed Records. Subject to all ease-
ments, ordinances, covenants, conditions, 
restrictions, and rights-of-way of record, if 
any Map/Parcel: D21F 008 Address: 872 
Henderson Road, Dublin, 
Georgia 31021 This conveyance is made 
subject to all zoning ordinances, easements 
and restrictions of record affecting said 
bargained premises. The debt secured by 
said Security Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among other 
possible events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as and when due and in the 
manner provided in the Note and Security 
Deed. The debt remaining in default, this 
sale will be made for the purpose of paying 
the same and all expenses of this sale, 
as provided in Security Deed and bylaw, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fee having been given). 
The entity having full authority to negoti-
ate, amend or modify all terms of the loan 
(although not required by law to do so) is: 
Amerihome Mortgage Company, LLC they 
can be contacted at 866-978-2622 for Loss 
Mitigation Dept, or by writing to Amerihome 
Mortgage Company, LC 9726 Old Bailes 
Rd Ste 200, Fort Mill SC 29707 to discuss 
possible alternatives to avoid foreclosure. 
Said property will be sold on “as-is” basis 
and subject to any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and payable), any matters 
which might be disclosed by an accurate 
survey and inspection of the property, any 

assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the Secu-
rity Deed first set out above. To the best 
knowledge and belief of the undersigned, 
the party in possession of the property is 
Donald Wells, Single Man or tenant(s); and 
said property is more commonly known 
as 872 Henderson Rd, Dublin, GA 31021. 
The sale will be conducted subject to (1) 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the status of the 
loan with the holder of the security deed and 
(3) any right of redemption or other lien not 
extinguished by foreclosure. Amerihome 
Mortgage Company, LLC as Attorney in 
Fact for Donald Wells, Single Man. Sokolof 
Remtulla, LLP c/o First American Title 
Insurance Company 4795 Regent Blvd, 
Mail Code 1011-F Irving TX 75063 866-
429-5179 GA2600295852

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-468
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-

ORS 
GEORGIA, LAURENS COUNTY. 
IN RE: ESTATE OF RICHARD MARION 
EPTING 
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
 All creditors of the Estate of Richard Marion 
Epting, deceased, late of Laurens County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said Estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned. 
Jane Weatherly Epting 
 Executor of the Estate of 
Richard Marion Epting 
C/O Edward B. Claxton III 
Attorney for Executor 
 P. O. Box 16459  
Dublin, Georgia 31040 

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-474
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF THEO PULLINS 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 24-42 

NOTICE 
IN RE: Petition for Discharge of Personal 
Representative 
TO: whom it may concern: 
This is to notify you to file an objection, if 
there is any, to the above-referenced peti-
tion, in this Court on or before Nov. 9, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.  
Genola O. Jackson
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CWarren 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
PO BOX 2098 
Dublin, GA 31040 
478-272-2566 

October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

26-437
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LAU-

RENS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: Monserrate Caban Vializ
CIVIL ACTION NO.: 26-CG-0696-WT

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

Notice is hereby given that Monserrate 
Caban Vializ filed a Petition to Change 
Name in the Superior Court of Laurens 
County, State of Georgia, on the 17th day 
of, August 2026 requesting that his name 
be changed from MONSERRATE CABAN 
VIALIZ to MONTY CABAN VIALIZ.
Any interested or affected party has the 
right to appear and file objections to the 
Petition. Any objections shall be filed with 
the Clerk of the Superior Court of Laurens 
County within thirty (30) days of the filing 
of the Petition.
This 16th day of September, 2026.
/s/Ralph N. Jackson 
RALPH N. JACKSON
Attorney for Petitioner
State Bar No. 387629
The Jackson Law Firm
1101 Bellevue Avenue
Dublin, GA 31021
Phone (478) 272-7607
Fax: (478) 272-0946
ralph@ga-laws.com

September 19, 26, October 3, 10, 2026

Albany Classifieds

MERCHANDISE

Miscellaneous for sale

U Pick Sweet Potatoes, $10 per 5 gal. 
bucket, bring containers.
Randy Deloach:  912-282-4300 day, 912-
739-4124 night. 1026 Herman Lynn Rd, 
Claxton, GA.

Marriages: Kimberly 
Ann Purvis to Christopher 
Colt Silvers; Richard Alan 
McDaniel Jr. to Lilly Anne 
Walker; Leland Murray 
Weaver to Reba Deann Mor-
ris; Jason Robert Branch to 
Shelly Carter Dollar; Kira 
Nicole Melton to Ricardo 
Cuevas-Escamilla; Mason 
Lane Yager to Kayley Jayde 
Brown

Modification of Visitation 
Rights: Jodi Marie Price v 
Jeremy Michael Carter

Divorce: Jennifer E 
Stokes v Eric Dane Stokes

Complaint for Divorce: 
Richard Cooke v Alicia 
Cooke

C o m t e m p t – T r a n s -
ferred from Treutlen Coun-
ty: Misty Fordham v April 
Meeks

Automobile Tort: Janet 
& Joseph Conglose v Olivia 
& William Selman & John 
Doe

Contract: Prestige Fi-
nancial Services, Inc v Crys-
tal Miranda Dalia & Katie 
Wright

FROM THE 

RECORD

RECORD
Continued on page 12
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Widower Considers 
Chances With Kissing 
Cousin

DEAR ABBY: I am a man 
in his 60s who lost his wife 
two years ago to a heart attack. 
I have fallen in love with my 
cousin, who is also in her 60s, 
divorced and a lawyer. Is it rea-
sonable for me to ask her to go 
with me on dates? Can a man 
marry his first cousin? -- CON-
FUSED IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR CONFUSED: Ac-
cording to the free legal refer-
ence website Justia (law.justia.
com), first cousins are not listed 
among the types of forbidden 
marriages or civil unions in the 
state of New Jersey. In other 
words, yes, it seems to be legal 
where you live.

Even so, you will want to 
tread very carefully here. You 
say you've fallen in love with 
her, but are you sure she has 
romantic feelings for you? If 
not, you risk alienating a family 
member you deeply respect and 
admire.

****
DEAR ABBY: I have two 

brothers, "Derek" and "Paul," 
who have not spoken to each 
other in more than six years. 
There was no falling-out; they're 
simply bad at communicating 
(even with other siblings). Last 
year, Derek wanted to get to-
gether with all the siblings, but 
Paul wouldn't come (no reason 
given).

I just found out that Derek 
has terminal cancer. He doesn't 
want Paul to know. I assume it 
has to do with Paul not want-
ing to get together, which hurt 
Derek's feelings. I believe Paul 
should be told about Derek's 
condition. What is the best way 
to get Derek to reconsider in-
forming Paul of his diagnosis? 
-- IN THE MIDDLE

DEAR IN THE MIDDLE: 
You and your family have my 
sympathy for Derek's condition. 
It's not wise to assume any-
thing in a situation like this. If 
you want to know why Derek is 
keeping his cancer a secret from 
Paul, ask him. Tell him you're 
there for him and will help him 
break the news if he would like.

Meanwhile, approach Paul 
to plan a sibling get-together 
that would fit his schedule. If he 
still refuses, it's likely these two 
have problems you're unaware 
of that go beyond poor commu-
nication skills.

****
DEAR ABBY: I recently took 

a friend on a day trip. While I 
was driving, she took out her 
clippers and trimmed her fin-
gernails in my car. Later, when 
she changed into her walking 
shoes, she put the soles of these 
shoes on the dash of my car to 
tie them. Thank goodness there 
wasn't a pebble stuck in the bot-
tom, or my dashboard would 
have been scratched in addition 
to the dirt. I was dumbstruck 
that someone would do this in 
someone else's nice car. What 
is a good way to ask that these 
things stop? I was unprepared 
and without words. -- BOTH-
ERED IN THE WEST

DEAR BOTHERED: The 
most effective way to have de-
livered the message to your 
disrespectful friend would have 
been to say, clearly and firmly, 
"Excuse me! I don't want foot-
prints on my dashboard or nail 
clippings in my car." Follow 
it up by asking her to clean up 
both messes.

****
Dear Abby is written by 

Abigail Van Buren. For nearly 
four decades, Jeanne Phillips 
penned this column, which was 
founded in 1956 by her mother, 
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear 
Abby at www.DearAbby.com 
or P.O. Box 270135, Kansas 
City, MO 64127. (EDITORS: If 
you have editorial questions, 
please contact Clint Hooker, 
clint.hooker@andrewsmcmeel.
com.)

COPYRIGHT 2026 
ANDREWS MCMEEL 
SYNDICATION

1130 Walnut, Kansas City, 
MO 64106; 816-581-7500

DEAR ABBY
By ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEVE  PASTIS

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

OVERBOARD BY CHIP DUNHAM

DEFLOCKED BY JEFF CORRIVEAU

 



By PAYTON TOWNS III

As of Thursday, the pre-
dictions for Hurricane Isaias 
had the storm hitting on the 
west side of Alabama, with 
the outside right edge of the 
storm either just missing 
or striking Dublin, Laurens 
County.

Of course, this is just a 
prediction, and depends on 
if the storm shifts to the west 
or east. 

“I was just looking over 
the latest information from 
the National Weather Ser-
vice,” said Laurens County 
Emergency Management 
Agency Director Bill Laird. 
“When it comes to storms 
like this, the most reliable 
forecast is the one you get 
about the time it makes land-
fall. That is about 36 hours 
from now. Of course with as 

much rain as we’ve had in the 
past, we’ll definitely have po-
tential for some flash flood-
ing if we have a lot of rain in 
a short amount of rain. Folks 
need to be on alert for that.”

As of Thursday morning, 
the latest track had Isaias 
tracking west, Laird said. Ev-
erything depends on how big 
the storm gets after making 
landfall. The NWS has pre-
dicted a level one marginal 
risk (five percent chance) 
when it comes to flash flood, 
a level two for risk of ex-
cessive rainfall (15 percent 
chance) and a level one for 
severe weather with a slight 
risk of tornadoes, damaging 
wind gusts and light risk of 
hail.

“What they are forecast-
ing right now is that we can 
have maximum wind gusts 
around 25 to 30 miles per 

hour,” Laird said. 
And no matter where it 

hits, Laird and Dublin Fire 
Chief Matthew Cutler know 
anything coming from Isaias 
will put this area on the dirty 
side of the storm. 

“As we know, all it takes is 
a little push this way or that 
way to change everything, for 
the good or the bad,” Cutler 
said.

What comes to mind is 
how Hurricane Helene shift-
ed west, bringing the eye of 
the storm right over Dublin, 
Laurens County in Septem-
ber of 2024.

“Helene shifted and 
moved and we had (Hurri-
canes) Michael (2018) and 
Irma (in 2017) do the same 
thing,” Laird said.

The timing of the storm 
is late Friday night into ear-
ly Saturday morning. Unless 

it is an emergency, people 
should be at home. People 
need to have a reliable way 
to receive weather alerts for 
severe thunderstorm warn-
ings or tornado watches and 
warnings.

“They need to be sure that 
they are getting their weath-
er from reputable sources,” 
Laird said. “There are so-
cial media people who try to 
make it out that they know 
more than the news media. 
They take information from 
several others and put it out 
there.” 

Laird said it is import-
ant to secure anything in 
the yard that may fly away 

during the storm. Heavy 
downpour of rain may also 
be a concern.

“We may see some power 
outages associated with this,” 
Laird said. 

After a storm, people need 
to remember not to touch 
any lines on the ground.

“Any power line should 
be treated as a power line or 
as potentially an energized 
line,” Cutler said. “You don’t 
need to touch it or even get 
close to it. Electricity can 
travel through the ground. 
If the power is out, we have 
more than likely already re-
ceived calls and we have in-
vestigated and have notified 

Georgia Power, or if you are 
in the county, the EMCs. 
They are not going to show 
up and restore anything until 
it is safe for them to do so be-
cause their crews need to be 
safe.” 

Laird said they will con-
tinue to have briefings about 
Hurricane Isaias throughout 
Thursday and Friday.

“We’ll be coordinating 
with the cities and county, 
and public works to make 
sure that we are ready to 
address any issues that may 
arise,” Laird said. “The fur-
ther we are away from the 
eye, the less of an impact we 
will get.” 
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 No setback 

 will set us 

 back.

Local officials keeping eyes on Hurricane Isaias, potential impacts on Dublin, Laurens Co.

Map shows wind predicted to be between 25 to 30 mph/GRAPHIC from National 
Weather Service GRAPHIC from National Weather Service

Map provided 
to The Courier 
Herald from 
the Laurens 
County EMA 
Director shows 
the three day 
rainfall graphic 
predicting 
approximately 
two inches of 
rain for the area
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Garnishment: River 
Heights Capital v Tasha R 
Mimbs & Bank of Dudley

Security Deed: Deep 
South Consulting Services, 
LLC to The Citizens Bank of 
Cochran x3; Randall B Hel-
ton & Sara Terry Helton to 
Navy Federal Credit Union; 
Terri Lynn Raley AKA Ter-
ri Lynne Raley/Sherri Lee 
Howard to Sunmark Com-
munity Bank; David & Mika 
Morgan to Banksouth Mort-
gage Company, LLC; Mika & 
David Morgan to Mers Bank-
south Mortgage Company; 
Kailey Perkins Lewis to First 
Laurens Bank; Gloria Franco 
to First Laurens Bank; Spen-
cer Delano Dickens & Tina 
Dickens to Pentagon Federal 
Credit Union; Robert Cody 
Lewis to First Laurens Bank

Warranty Deed: Share 
Properties, LLC to EBH Prop-

erties of Wheeler County, 
LLC; Ruchi Garg to JDKJ In-
vestments, LLC; Evans South 
LLLP to Christian Family 
LLLP; Jerry W & Stephanie 
F Rowland to Jordan Row-
land; Elizabeth Kemp Smith 
to David & Mika Morgan; 
Ralph Jeffers to Gerald & Al-
lison Harper; Lanier Custom 
Builders, LLC and Gregory P 
Ledford to Spencer Delano & 
Tina Dickens

FIFA: Lawrence G Moye 
to Lendmark Financial 
Services; Rinnie A Jones 
to Georgia United Cred-
it Union; Kenneth Hunter 
and All Personal Research 
LLC to AP Healthcare, LLC; 
Candace G Setzer to Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.; Herbert 
McDermitt to CitiBank; R&P 
Associates, LLC to Curry 
Management

Tax Lien: Samantha El-
bert to Internal Revenue 
Service

a general fund balance of 
$821,314. Lounder said she 
feared a reduction in rev-
enue could keep the board 
from wiping out its deficit 
by year's end, should any 
unexpected expenditures 
arise. For example, she said, 
the district got billed by the 
city of Dublin last year for 
$400,000 in old property 
tax appeals from 2024.

"That $800,000 can go 
away really quickly," Loun-
der said.

Eaves noted that the huge 
number of property appeals 
were likely an anomaly from 
the countywide property re-
valuation started in 2022. 
In his motion to advertise 
the increase, Eaves includ-
ed that the board get updat-
ed information on pending 
appeals before the first two 
public hearings on the tax 

increase, Oct. 15 at noon and 
6 p.m.

A third public hearing 
and a vote will be held at 6 
p.m. Oct. 22.

Also at the meeting, the 
board voted to formally re-
quest that the city waive the 
2.5 percent fee charged for 
collecting school taxes. 

"Can we ask for a waiv-
er from the city, being that 
we are a new board?" asked 
member Angela Wright.

The seven members of 
the board were appointed 
last month by Gov. Brian 
Kemp after he suspended 
and removed the previous 
board after financial trou-
bles imperiled the district's 
accreditation.

Representatives from 
the accreditation agency, 
Cognia, attended Monday's 
called meeting to update the 
new board on the steps for 
the district to return to good 
standing. Accreditations are 

rated on four levels, and 
Dublin City is in Level 1, the 
lowest.

"Cognia is here to sup-
port your accreditation 
journey," Andre Harrison, 
Cognia's interim chief ac-
creditation officer, told the 
board. "We are pleased with 
the plan (interim Superin-
tendent Marcee) Pool and 
her staff have submitted for 
addressing concerns. Your 
job is to address those next 
steps and show how you're 
progressing."

Cognia issued a scath-
ing report after a monitor-
ing review in February that 
downgraded Dublin City to 
"accredited with conditions" 
– the agency's lowest status 
and a required step toward 
dropping accreditation al-
together. That triggered a 
mandatory hearing before 
the state Board of Education, 
which voted to recommend 
to the governor that the local 

board members should be 
suspended. 

Harrison said Cognia re-
view was initiated after the 
state notified the agency of 
the district's dire financial 
status last September.

"We have assurances and 
we have standards that we 
look at, especially when the 
state intervenes, to ensure a 
school system is meeting ex-
pectations," Harrison said.

The accreditation agen-
cy will return next February 
for a followup monitoring 
review. 

Harrison's presenta-
tion touched on creating a 
"hopeful" environment for 
learning and leadership, but 
chairman David Westerfield 
said the board hopes to take 
that a step further.

"I don't think we're just 
hopeful. We're determined 
to get this accreditation back 
to where it needs to be," 
Westerfield said.

TAX
Continued from page 1
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Continued from page 1
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honor of a survivor or in 
support of someone fight-
ing breast cancer, you are 
important.”

Sorority president Regina 
Jackson said every step of the 
walk means something.

“We are honoring those 
who have been lost and those 
survivors who bring us hope,” 
Jackson said. “Let us walk 
with purpose for a cure.”

Earnistine Pinkston led 
everyone in prayer before the 
sorority recognized the sur-
vivors as well as those who 
have passed away from breast 
cancer.

“Each of (the survivors) 
have a story that should be 
celebrated,” Copenny said. 
“Hope can endure through 
life's greatest challenges. We 
stand and walk with you.”

A portion of the money 
raised goes to the American 
Breast Cancer Society for re-
search while local funds go to 
a survivor’s brunch.

“As a country, when some-
thing needs to be done, we are 
united and we have been vic-
torious,” Howard said. “We 
love to celebrate and fight 
breast cancer.” 

Lillie Hobbs, a two-time breast cancer survivor, 
lit a candle for those who have survived the 
disease/PAYTON TOWNS III

State Representative Matt Hatchett cut the pink 
ribbon to start the 17th annual Breast Cancer 
Walk For the Cure/PAYTON TOWNS III

Though there was a slight drizzle of rain, 
participants walked around the track/ 
PAYTON TOWNS III

Earnistine Pinkston, a breast cancer survivor, said a prayer at the beginning 
of the event/PAYTON TOWNS III

Liz Green, director of marketing and communications at FPH, gave out 
breast cancer stats/PAYTON TOWNS III

Community Bankers Association of Georgia Elects Brian Bazemore to the

Board of Directors of Community Bankers Association of Georgia

Brian Bazemore, President & CEO, �e Citizens Bank of Cochran, Dublin, was elected to the Board of Directors of Community 

Bankers Association of Georgia (CBA) representing the Southern Division. Nominations for the 2026-27 CBA Board of Directors 

were announced and approved at CBA’s Annual Convention held September 23 – 27, 2026, at �e Omni Grove Park Inn, Asheville, 

NC. His term began September 28, 2026.

“�e CBA Board of Directors consists of true community bankers. �ose chosen by their peers to serve are amongst the most respected 
and talented bankers in Georgia. As such, they are asked to serve on many boards and committees both in their local communities and 
throughout the state. Recognizing the importance of having a community bank-only focused association in Georgia, they choose to 
dedicate their time to serving and guiding the only banking association in Georgia exclusively committed to the state’s community banking 
industry- CBA. I am grateful for their service and looking forward to working with them all over the next 12 months.” Stated John McNair, 
President & CEO, Community Bankers Association of Georgia.

CBA is delighted to welcome the following new members to the Board:

• Diane Murray, Bank of Newington
• Ross Mynatt, Cra� Bank
• Jeremy Ragan, Georgia First Bank
• Brian Robinson, Century Bank & Trust

Additionally, CBA would like to thank the following who are stepping o� the Board for their exemplary service:

• Richy Everly, Bank of Wrightsville
• Ray Muggridge, Bank of Camilla
• Derek Williams, Century Bank & Trust

Board members are selected from two divisions across the state of Georgia, ensuring all Georgia community banks are equally represented. 
Board members are elected to a oneyear term. During the year, Directors will be involved in several items on behalf of the CBA 
membership, such as responding to proposed rules and regulations from the various regulatory agencies, reviewing services which will 
bene�t the community banking industry, and weighing in on proposed legislation.

CBA was founded in 1969 by a group of Georgia community bankers to protect the political interests of locally owned community banks. 
Representing approximately 125 community banks and 150 associate member companies, CBA o�ers services in three distinct areas: 
Legislative, Professional Development and Member Services. CBA is the state’s onlyadvocate working solely for the interests of community
banks and their customers.

For more information, contact CBA at (770) 541-4490 or visit www.cbaofga.com.

COMMUNITY BANKERS ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA 2026-2027 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
• Chair: Kelly Stone, Community Bank of Georgia
• Chair-Elect: Shannon Henry, Bank of Dade
• Vice-Chair: Stephen Lewis, First National Bank of Co�ee County
• Audit-Treasurer: Heath Fountain, Colony Bank
• At Large: Jonathan Pope, Exchange Bank
• Immediate Past Chair: Mike Sale, �e Commercial Bank

NORTHERN DIVISION
• Chris Cochran, Fidelity Bank
• Charles Crawford, Hyperion Bank
• Clare Easterlin, Queensborough National Bank and Trust
• Andy Flowers, Oconee State Bank
• Jane Lawson, First Peoples Bank
• Ross Mynatt, Cra� Bank
• Brian Robinson, Century Bank & Trust
• Mani Swarnam, Georgia Banking Company

SOUTHERN DIVISION
• Brian Bazemore, �e Citizens Bank of Cochran
• Kasey Blackburn, Family Bank
• Scott Curry, First State Bank of Randolph County
• Frank Gri�n, Flint Community Bank
• Angie Kahrmann, BankSouth
• Je� McGhee, �e Merchants and Citizens Bank
• Diane Murray, Bank of Newington
• Jeremy Ragan, Georgia First Bank
• Bran �ompson, South Georgia Bank
• Eli Tinsley, Planters First Bank

CBA President/CEO: John McNair, CBA of GA
Corporate Secretary: Lori Godfrey, CBA of GA
General Counsel: Dan Brannan, James Bates Brannan Groover LLP

478-272-9650

605 Bellevue Ave

CITIZENSBANKCOCHRAN.COM
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