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Horace Jenkins Jr.

Mr. Horace Jenkins Jr. 
passed away peacefully on 
Oct. 16, 2026 at age 77. He 
was predeceased by his par-
ents, Horace and Oleda Jen-
kins; daughter, Felicia Jen-
kins Tramule; brother, Leon 
Jenkins Sr; sisters, Barba-
ra Coley and Glenda Faye 
Jenkins. 

He is survived by his 
daughter, Bridgett (Ange-
lo) Jenkins Hawes; son, 
Jermaine (Tasha) Barley; 
a host of grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren; and 
sister, Annie Jenkins-Taylor 
of Dublin, Ga.

Courtesy of Dudley Fu-
neral Home and Cremations 
of Dublin
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TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH Kemp extends gas tax suspension 
through Thanksgiving

Audi to build first U.S. plant in Georgia
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By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — It has been 
nearly a month since Gov. 
Brian Kemp suspended 
Georgia’s motor fuel tax to 
help drivers cope with soar-
ing prices at the pump.

With prices down but 
still relatively high, Kemp 
announced that he is ex-
tending the tax break for 
another month.

The state excise tax of 
33.3 cents a gallon for gas-
oline and 37.3 cents for die-
sel will remain suspended 
until 11:59 p.m. Nov. 30, 
according to the executive 
order signed by Kemp on 

Saturday.
The General Assembly 

must approve the suspen-
sion when it next convenes. 

This is the fourth sus-
pension of the tax this year. 
Kemp said he consulted 
with Lt. Gov. Burt Jones and 
House Speaker Jon Burns 
before extending the state of 
emergency.

In March, Kemp signed 
a 60-day gas tax suspension 
bill after it passed the state 
House 163-4 and the state 
Senate unanimously.

Then, in May, he de-
clared a state of emergency 
and extended the suspen-
sion two weeks, into early 
June. The General Assem-

bly retroactively approved 
the extension in a special 
session in June.

On Sept. 28, Kemp 
signed an executive order 
declaring another state of 
emergency and authoriz-
ing the current suspension, 
originally set to expire Oct. 
29.

“With a major holiday 
coming up and fuel pric-
es still at high levels, I am 
proud to take this step to 
keep more money in Geor-
gians’ pockets,” Kemp said 
in a statement Saturday.

Prior motor fuel tax sus-
pensions cost the state about 
$200 million a month.

By TY TAGAMI
 Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Georgia 
residents who are in the 
market for an Audi will 
eventually be able to buy 
one made locally.

The German company 
announced on Saturday 
that it plans to build its first 
U.S. manufacturing plant in 
Peach County.

“We have much greater 
ambitions for Audi in Amer-
ica, and Georgia will play a 
central role in making them 
a reality,” Gernot Döllner, 
CEO and chairman of the 
Board of Management of 
Audi AG, said in a joint 
statement with Gov. Brian 
Kemp.

The company is expected 
to invest about $4 billion in 
a state-of-the-art manufac-
turing facility that will reach 
full production capacity in 
2031 at 200,000 vehicles 
a year, creating 4,500 new 
jobs in the region, according 
to Kemp’s office.

Audi, based in Ingol-
stadt, Germany, plans to 
build premium SUVs tai-
lored to customers in North 
America.

The company said the 
Middle Georgia Megasite in 

Peach County is a good place 
to build the vehicles because 
of its proximity to an estab-
lished automotive supply 
chain, a skilled workforce 
and access to consumers.

The site is near Class I 
rail and is within five hours 
by train to the ports in 
Brunswick and Savannah. 
It is also half an hour from 
two regional airports and 
90 minutes from Harts-
field-Jackson Atlanta Inter-
national Airport.

“We are proud that Audi 
has selected Georgia as 
the home of their first U.S. 
manufacturing facility,” 
Kemp said.

His office said the Tech-
nical College System of 
Georgia will create curric-
ulum tailored to the new 
plant’s needs.

Audi is expected to be-
gin grading the site in 2027, 
with construction starting 
in 2028.

By DR. KEITH ROACH
King Features

DEAR DR. ROACH: I’m 
about to turn 70. A month 
ago, I was diagnosed with 
autoimmune hemolytic 
anemia (AIHA) that’s id-
iopathic. Two CT scans 
and many blood tests have 
cleared me of all tumors; 
however, my spleen’s en-
larged. My hematologist 
put me on prednisone, 
which is working very well. 
I don’t know how long I’ll 
have to take prednisone, 
but I’m tolerating it very 
well. I’d appreciate any in-
formation and advice that 
you have on AIHA. -- M.L.

ANSWER: As its name 
suggests (“hemo-” is blood, 
and “-lytic” is destruction), 
with this condition, the 
body’s immune system de-
stroys its own red blood 
cells, causing a low blood 
count. It’s not a common 
disease, and most of the 
time, it occurs by itself (id-
iopathic, as you stated). 
But your doctors carefully 
looked for underlying con-
ditions, especially leukemia, 
lymphoma and systemic 
lupus.

Prednisone is the usual 
first-line treatment, with 
many experts also start-
ing people on rituximab (a 
powerful drug that reduces 
the body’s ability to make 
antibodies) in the begin-
ning. But some people do 
well with prednisone alone.

AIHA requires an expert 
-- a hematologist. They use 
their judgment, but a gener-

al rule of thumb is to taper 
the dose of prednisone once 
the anemia is under control. 
It takes several months (or 
longer) to bring down the 
dose.

We don’t recommend 
the long-term use of pred-
nisone because, even 
though you’re tolerating it 
well, it can cause high blood 
sugar (even overt diabetes), 
high blood pressure, bone 
loss, cataracts, weight gain, 
infections, and many oth-
er problems. If prednisone 
can’t be tapered off entire-
ly, then it may be time to 
consider rituximab.

Because a person’s red 
blood cells are constantly 
being destroyed and re-
made, they need higher 
doses of folic acid. Also, 
people should be warned 
that excess blood clotting 
can be a problem with 
AIHA, so symptoms like 
leg swelling and shortness 
of breath need to be taken 
seriously, as they could sig-
nify blood clots in the legs 
or lungs.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I 
have an enlarged prostate. 
I take 0.5 mg of dutasteride 
(one per day) and 0.4 mg 
of tamsulosin HCL (one 
per day as well). Is there 
anything else I can take to 
reduce the size of my pros-
tate? -- V.F.

ANSWER: Dutasteride 
does reduce the size of the 
prostate by blocking a hor-
mone (dihydrotestoster-
one) that enlarges the pros-
tate. Dutasteride works 
slowly over 6-12 months to 

shrink the prostate and im-
prove urine flow.

Tamsulosin relaxes 
structures called smooth 
muscles, which are found 
in the prostate and in blood 
vessels. Tamsulosin doesn’t 
reduce the size of the pros-
tate, but it works quickly 
by allowing the urethra 
to open up more widely. 
(Most men get relief with-
in the first three to seven 
days.)

Since these meds can 
also open up blood vessels, 
they can cause low blood 
pressure and lighthead-
edness upon standing, al-
though newer agents like 
tamsulosin and silodosin 
are much less likely to do 
so than older drugs. Some 
experts use tamsulosin at 
0.8 mg at night if the 0.4-
mg dose isn’t enough.

For men who have per-
sistent symptoms despite 
treatment with both tam-
sulosin and dutasteride 
(or similar drugs), then 
another medication choice 
is tadalafil, which is par-
ticularly helpful if a man 
also experiences erectile 
dysfunction. My experi-
ence is that this is modestly 
beneficial. Otherwise, a re-
ferral to a urologist to talk 
about alternative options is 
appropriate.

Dr. Roach regrets that 
he is unable to answer in-
dividual questions, but 
will incorporate them in 
the column whenever pos-
sible. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGood-
Health@med.cornell.edu.
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Explaining Autoimmune Hemolytic 
Anemia and its treatments

I T only  T A K E S  A  S P A R K .

O N L Y  Y O U  C A N  P R E V E N T  W I L D F I R E S .
s m o k e y b e a r . c o m

Please

Do I Qualify to be a 
Foster Parent?

Do I have to be married, rich or have any particular 
religion to qualify as a foster parent? These are some of 

the common questions asked by those individuals 
interested in fostering. The answer is “No”. You do not 

have to be married, you must be able to support your own 
family, but you certainly do not have to be rich, nor have a 

particular religious belief to foster. If you are one of the 
individuals wanting answers to your question, please call 

Anna Stone at 478-275-6747. Open your heart to a child in 
need of a home and a little happiness.

“Be A Foster Parent”
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