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By Karen West,
News Reporter

With this addition to
the upcoming November 3
ballot for countywide vote,
many people are asking,
what exactly is a SPLOST?

A SPLOST - Special
Purpose Local Option
Sales Tax in Georgia works
as a temporary 1% sales tax
added to most retail pur-
chases within a county to
fund local infrastructure
and capital projects.

How It Works -

Initiation - The County
Board of Commissioners
proposes a tax and creates
a SPECIFIC list of capital

Can We Aftord This SPLOST?

projects, in order of im-
portance, along with total
dollar amounts for each
project.
Intergovernmental
Agreements- The County
negotiates agreements with
cities inside its borders (in

this case, the City of Spar-
ta is the only participant)
to share a portion of pro-
ceeds, based on population
or project needs.

Voter Approval- Res-
idents must approve the
tax and the project list via

erendum lasting an average
of 5-6 years.

Collection - The 1%
sales tax is added to most
retail purchases made
within the county that are
subject to the state sales tax

a public vote with the ref-

paid by residents, visitors,
and online shoppers. In the
case of online purchases
the tax is applied based on
where the purchased prod-
uct is delivered, not by the
buyers’ home county or
sellers' location.

Renewal - Once the
time or money limit has
been eeached, the tax ends
unless the commissioners
vote to reapprove a new
phase under another refer-
endum.

What exactly is an al-
lowable project under
SPLOST?

SPLOST may be used
for capital projects for the
benefit of the communi-
ty such as roads, bridges,
public safety equipment,
courthouses, parks, recre-
ation centers, and retiring
general obligation debt. It
CANNOT be used for day
to day operating expenses,
employee salaries, routine

Continued to page 4....

Kenya Brown Goes Above and Beyond:
A Homegrown Educator Making an Impact

Submitted By:
Rakyah Watkins,
Instructional Specialist

There is something
special about seeing a
hometown educator return
to her community and
pour into the next genera-
tion. Ms. Kenya Brown, a
Sparta native and first year
teacher, is doing exactly
that, and her dedication
has earned her recognition
as the September recipient
of the Above and Beyond
Award.

Although she is just
beginning her teaching ca-
reer, Ms. Brown has already

September Above and Beyond Award Recipient
Hancock Central Middle School

demonstrated the commit-
ment, initiative, and high
expectations of a seasoned
educator. Taking on the
challenge of teaching both
mathematics and science,

she continues to push her
students to recognize their
potential and understand
that they are capable of
achieving at higher levels.

Ms. Brown is raising
expectations by challeng-
ing students to think crit-
ically, participate active-
ly, and take ownership of
their learning. Her ded-
ication has earned posi-
tive feedback from both
students and parents. She
also demonstrates a strong
commitment to profes-
sional growth by seeking
support, requesting re-
sources, and putting those
resources into practice. She
regularly collaborates with
Instructional ~ Specialist
Rakyah Watkins, utilizing
instructional materials and
science equipment to en-
hance classroom learning.

In science, Ms. Brown
is planning hands-on ex-
periments and investiga-
tions that give students
opportunities to explore,
question, and apply scien-
tific concepts. Ms. Brown

Continued to page 4....

From: The City of Sparta

The City of Spartas
own Gas Superintendent,
Bobby Gunter, received the
2026

Everyday Energy Hero
award from the Natural
Gas Association of Geor-
gia!

This recognition cele-
brates hardworking natural

gas professionals who go
above and beyond to make
a difference in their com-

munities.

and grateful for his dedica-
tion to serving Sparta and
keeping our natural gas

We'e proud of Bobby

system operating safely.

Join us in congratulat-
ing Bobby on this well-de-
served recognition!
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CHURCH
NEWS

The

Hickory Grove Missionary Baptist Church, Inc
4933 Hickory Grove Church Road/Post Office Box 402 Sparta, Georgia 31087

www.hickorygrovembc.org Reverend Michael Curry, Pastor

Church Announcements/ ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

PINK OUT DAY will be observed on Sunday October 25th at 11:00 a.m.
in an effort to raise awareness and show support for breast cancer.
Pastor Michael Curry will deliver the message. All are invited to attend and requested :
to wear something pink. :
Frank T. Edwards, Publicity Chair 706-444-3286 Twin922@yahoo.com

.
.
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.

Tabernacle Baptist Church Pastor Terry Boone
New St. Sparta, Ga. 706-833-8747

Sparta Ishmaelite

Have you ever heard of

a "Pocket Park"?

A Pocket Park is a very

: small, publically accessible

Shivers Grove Community Church :
347 Shivers Grove Road Sparta, Ga. 31087 :

Services every 3rd Sunday Sunday School starts @ 11:00 AM
Church Worship @ 12:00 Noon

Reverend Marion Hargrove, Pastor Sister Mary Leslie, Secretary

........................................................................................................ .
-
-

Nazareth Baptist Church, 4186 Hwy. 15 Sparta, GA :
will be celebrating Rev. Danny R. Walker and Lady Cleventeen Walker's :
27th Pastoral Anniversary :
on Sunday, October 18, 2026 beginning at 11:05 a.m.
The Mistress of Ceremony will be Ms. Vanessa Brundage Fluellen and the
guest speaker for this occasion will be Rev. Dr. Omer Reid of the Flagg
Chapel Baptist Church, Milledgeville, GA.
We extend an invitation to everyone to come out and join us in this great
celebration of our pastor and wife.
Dinner will be served immediately following the service.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ZEBULON COMMUNITY CHURCH
7266 BROWN CHAPEL RD. 31087
PASTOR BRO. BILLY CARROLL PHONE 706-829-4403
SERVICES EVERY SUNDAY 11:00-------- SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00

GOD IS NEAR THE VALLEY

By: EDWARD WILLIAMS - DEACON & Gideon

There are, moments in life that leaves us shaken and searching for answers. A terri- :
ble accident, painful injuries, long days in the hospital, and the uncertainty of recovery :
can weigh heavily on the body and spirit. When someone we care about is suffering, ~:
We often wish we could take there pain away, yet even in these difficult moments, God :
reminds us that He is near to the brokenhearted and faithful through every trial.

The Bible says in (Psalms 34;18) —“The Lord is nigh to them that are of a broken :
heart; and seventh such as be of a contrite spirit”. God does not abandon His children :
in times of suffering. He walks beside them through every painful step, every sheepless :
night, and every difficulty day of recovery. Right now, you might feel weak, discour- :
aged, and overwhelmed. Broken bonds may heal slowly, and the road back may seem :
long. But even when the body is hurting, God can bring peace to the soul . He is the
Great Physician, able to comfort in ways that Doctors and Medicine alone cannot. Ev- :
ery breath every small improvement and every day is evident that God is working.

Sometimes we do not understand why tragedies happen. But we do know that :
God can bring hope out hopeless situations. Trails often deepen our faith and remind :
us how dependent we are of Him. In the darkest valleys, His present becomes more :
precious than ever before. Think about the story of Job, he experiences pain, loss and :
suffering beyond what most people could imagine.

Yet through it all, Job learned that God was still faithful. Suffering did not mean
that God had forgotten Him. In the end, God straightened him and restored him. This
season might be difficult, but it is not without purpose. God can even use this painful :
chapter to show His mercy, strength, and grace. Recover may take time, But God’s love :
never leaves. He is always present, in every prayer lifted and every hand that offers sup-
port. Continue to pray, to trust, and to hope. :

Explaining The Memory Verse

“God’s Justice Brings Peace”
Lesson Text: Nahum 1:1-3, 6-8,12,13,15 Background Scripture: Nahum 1

“The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD takes vengeance and is filled
with wrath. The LORD takes vengeance on his foes and vents his wrath against his
enemies” (Nahum 1:2).

God really, loves us. He loves us so much that He will protect us whenever we need
Him. But we have to do the right things (behave) and obey Him also. So, God finally
had enough of the evil of the Assyrians, and He was tired of seeing the people of Judah :
get hurt. So, God destroyed Judah’s enemies, the Assyrians. :

TELLING HOW TO LIVE :
When someone does something wrong to us, we don’t have to worry about getting
them back. Since we love and trust God, we can always learn on (trust) Him. God gets :
the best justice when people hurt us, and always at the perfect time. The reason why is :
because God doesn’t want to be mean, He always wants to be fair. We should try to be :
fair to others too!

PRAYER
Dear heavenly Father, thank You for protecting us better than anyone. Help us to
remember that You take care of everything and everyone that may do wrong to us. &
Because You love and protect us, in Jesus’ name we say Thank You, Amen! -
References: Minister Minnie Harmon-Boone (DDiv, ECE) Holy Bible: NIV, ESV

Jesus Is All Ministries Golden Universal Qutreach Ministries ;
Email and Phone Number goldenenterprises59@gmail.com 7068338747

: outdoor space - usually

less than 1/4 acre or about
the size of a single city lot-
built to provide greenery

: and a place of rest and

tranquility in a densely
built urban area. Whew!
That explanation is bigger
than most Pocket Parks,
themselves!

Because of their dimi-

nitive size, the amenities
: are often scaled down,
: reclaiming neglected or

fire damaged urban plots,
turning them into mi-

: nature respite with trees,

plants, benches, and little
private areas to give neigh-
bors a spot to read, chat,

e Appeal of a Pot

Karen West,
News Reporter

watch birds and butterflies,
or eat their lunch outside
in the fresh air.

Pocket Parks offer a va-
riety of benefits - provin-
ding the community with
attractive outdoor spaces,
helping to make the com-
munity more sociable, and
supporting native wild-
life with help from orga-
nizations like the Roslyn
Carter Butterfly Trail and

then Audobon Society.
By reducing urban noise,
pollution, and the stress of
traffic, Pocket Parks help
breathe new life into com-
munities. Outdoor activ-
ities have been linked to
positive mental health, es-
pecially in teens, children,
and young adults and over-
all help contribute to the
quality of life for the whole
community and those who
utilize them.

Our Pocket Park, a
project of the City of Spar-
ta, will be in Downtown
Sparta, across from The
Real Deal and next to Har-
go's Snack Bar in the va-
cant space, once a thriving
business, left empty by a
fire several years ago.

The park will feature

Continued to page 4....

By Karen West,
News Reporter

At the upcoming Oc-
tober 14, 2026 Hancock
County Board of Commis-
sioners Meeting, ACCG
Representative Alicia
Vaughn is scheduled to
make a presentation on the
future of Data Centers in
Georgia.

The Association of
County Commissioners of
Georgia (ACCG) states
that they are neither "PRO"

:or "CON" data centers,

calling them a "mixed bag".
Instead of an outright ban
or endorcement of data
centers, the ACCG says
that they "focus on equip-
ping local county officials
with framework, guidance,
and resources to manage
land use, infrastructure,
and resources impacts” of
the massive growth of data
centers in Georgia.
Georgia ranks in the
top 5 states in the United
States for the number of
data centers located here.
Surrounded in secrecy,

even the number of actu-

al facilities cannot be de-
termined or agreed upon.
Some sources list the op-
erational data centers at
169 with between 246 and
304 more planned for the
near future. DATA CEN-
TER MAP.COM lists the
Georgia number of present
facilities at 276 with 169 in
Atlanta and 63 in Augusta,
and many many more pro-
posed for our state.

There is a great deal
of discrepancy in not only
the number of facilities,
but in their water usage,

Data Center Discussion

vast need for local energy,
amount of noise pollution,
and what their impact on
the environment and natu-
ral resources are, as well as
if there are really any true
benefits to rural economi-
cally challenged communi-
ties like ours.

There is also a great
deal of concern over the
lack of transparency about
them, the secrecy that sur-
rounds them and the over-
whelming number of Non
Disclosure ~ Agreements

Continued to page 3...
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NOTICE TO DEBTORS
AND CREDITORS

H26-042

NOTICE TO DEBTORS
AND CREDITORS

All Creditors of the Estate
of Gladys Lamar, late of
Hancock County, Geor-
gia, are hereby notified to
render their demands to
the undersigned accord-
ing to law; and all persons
indebted to said estate are
required to make immedi-
ate payment to the under-
signed.

Shongala Madesha Harris
Executrix of the Estate of
Gladys Lamar, deceased
6081 Ga Hwy 15

Sparta, Ga 31087
September 23, 30, October
7, 14,2026

H26-045

DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS NOTICE
GEORGIA, HANCOCK
COUNTY.

All creditors of the Estate
of NANCY CRUMBLEY
KENNEDY, deceased, late
of Hancock County, Geor-
gia, are hereby notified to
render in their demands to
the undersigned, accord-
ing to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are
required to make immedi-
ate payment to the under-
signed.

This 25th day of Septem-
ber, 2026.

/s/James B. Kennedy, IV
James B. Kennedy, IV
Executor of the Estate of
Nancy Crumbley Kennedy
P.O. Box 190

Sparta, GA 31087
September 30, October 7,
14, 21, 2026

H26-049

NOTICE TO DEBTORS
AND CREDITORS
HANCOCK COUNTY
All creditors of the estate
of Willie Mae Nelson,
deceased, late of Han-
cock County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render
in their demands to the
undersigned according

to law; and all persons
indebted to said estate are
required to make immedi-
ate payment to the under-
signed.

This 6th of October, 2026.
Philemon Nelson Jr
Administrator for the
Estate

435 Pumping Station Road
Sparta, GA 31087
October 14, 21, 28,
November 4, 2026

H26-050

DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS NOTICE
GEORGIA, HANCOCK
COUNTY.

All creditors of the Es-
tate of Earnest W. Batch-
elor, Jr., deceased, late of
Hancock County, Georgia,
are hereby notified to
render in their demands to
the undersigned, accord-
ing to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are
required to make immedi-
ate payment to the under-
signed.

This 7th day of October,
2026.

_/s/ Mitzi L. Batche-
lor

Mitzi L. Batchelor, Execu-
trix of the Estate of Ear-
nest W. Batchelor, Jr.

P.O. Box 190

Sparta, GA 31087
October 14, 21, 28, No-
vember 4, 2026

PETITION TO BE
APPOINTED

H26-044

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF HANCOCK
COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF
ADDIE DORA DEAN
WARREN,  DE-
CEASED

ESTATE NO. E-26-058
NOTICE

To Whom It May Con-
cern:

ANGEL WARREN-BAR-
BER have petitioned to

be appointed Adminis-
trator(s) of the estate of
ADDIE DORA DEAN
WARREN, deceased, of
said County. All inter-
ested parties are hereby
notified to show cause
why said Petition should
not be granted by filing an
objection.

All objections to the Pe-
tition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds
of any such objections,
and must be filed with

the Court on or before
OCTOBER 23, 2026. In
addition, all objections
must be sworn to before a
notary public or before a
Probate Court Clerk. Fil-
ing fees must be tendered
with your objection unless
you qualify to file as an
indigent party.

Contact Probate Court
personnel for the required
amount of filing fees. If
any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled
at a later date. If no objec-
tions are filed, the Petition
may be granted without a
hearing.

Sabrina M. Lamar

Judge of the Probate Court
Jasmine J. Stokes

Deputy Clerk, Probate
Court

12630 Broad Street, Spar-
ta, GA 31087
706-444-5343

September 30, October 7,
14, 21, 2026

H26-048

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF HANCOCK
COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
CRYSTAL ELAYNE
GREENE,

DECEASED

ESTATE NO. E-26-060
NOTICE

To Whom It May Con-
cern:

LORENZA HEATH
have petitioned to be ap-
pointed Administrator(s)
of the estate of CRYSTAL
E. GREENE deceased, of
said County. All inter-
ested parties are hereby
notified to show cause
why said Petition should
not be granted by filing an
objection.

All objections to
the Petition must be in
writing, setting forth the
grounds of any such ob-
jections, and must be filed
with the Court on or be-

fore OCTOBER 30, 2026.
In addition, all objections
must be sworn to before a
notary public or before a
Probate Court Clerk. Fil-
ing fees must be tendered
with your objection unless
you qualify to file as an
indigent party.

Contact Probate Court
personnel for the required
amount of filing fees. If
any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled
at a later date. If no objec-
tions are filed, the Petition
may be granted without a
hearing.

Sabrina M. Lamar

Judge of the Probate Court
Jasmine J. Stokes

Deputy Clerk of the
Probate Court

12630 Broad Street,
Sparta, GA 31087
706-444-5343

October 7, 14, 21, 28, 2026

PETITION FOR
NAME CHANGE

H26-046

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF HANCOCK
STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: CRIS ALLAN
WALKER

Civil Action File No.
2026SUCV90

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME
GEORGIA, Hancock
County

Notice is hereby given
that Cris Allan Walker,
the undersigned, filed his
petition to the Superior
Court of Hancock Coun-
ty, Georgia on the 28th
day of September, 2026,
praying for a change in
name of the petition from
Cris Allan Walker to Chris
Allan Walker. Notice is
hereby given pursuant to
law for any interested or
affected party to appear
in said court and to file
an objection to said name
change. Objections must
be filed within said court
within thirty (30) days of
the filing of said petition.
This 28th day of Septem-
ber, 2026.

Cris Allan Walker,
Petitioner

September 30, October 7,
14, 21, 2026

PROPOSED
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS

H26-043

SUMMARIES OF
PROPOSED
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS
Pursuant to requirements
of the Georgia Constitu-
tion, Attorney General
Christopher Carr, Secre-
tary of State Brad Raffen-
sperger, and Legislative
Counsel Betsy Howerton
hereby provide the sum-
maries of the proposed
constitutional amend-
ments that will appear on
the November 3, 2026,
general election ballot
for consideration by the
people of Georgia (short
captions are those adopt-
ed by the Constitutional
Amendments Publication
Board):

=] =

Increases the maximum
qualifying acreage for
assessment and taxation as

bona fide conservation use
property.

House Resolution No. 32
Ga. L. 2025, p. 1081

() YES

() NO

Shall the Constitution of
Georgia, for the purpose
of protecting family farm-
land, be amended so as

to increase the maximum
acreage to qualify for as-
sessment and taxation as a
bona fide conservation use
property from 2,000 acres
to 4,000 acres?”

Summary

This proposal increases
the maximum acreage to
qualify for assessment and
taxation as a bona fide
conservation use property
from 2,000 acres to 4,000
acres. It amends Arti-
cle VII, Section I, Para-
graph III of the Georgia
Constitution, relating to
uniformity, classification
of property, assessment
of agricultural land, and
utilities, by revising sub-
paragraph (e)(1).
A copy of this entire
proposed constitutional
amendment is on file in
the office of the judge of
the probate court and is
available for public inspec-
tion.

=D
Provides for the nonparti-
san election of all probate
court judges.

House Resolution No. 251
Ga. L. 2026, p. 1110

() YES

() NO

Shall the Constitution of
Georgia be amended so as
to require that all probate
court judges be elected in
nonpartisan elections?"
Summary

This proposal provides
that all probate judges
shall be elected in nonpar-
tisan elections. It amends
Article VI, Section VII,
Paragraph I of the Geor-
gia Constitution, relating
to selection and term of
office of judges, by revising
subparagraph (a).

A copy of this entire
proposed constitutional
amendment is on file in
the office of the judge of
the probate court and is
available for public inspec-
tion.

-

Authorizes creation of
Georgia Next Generation
9-1-1 Fund for 9-1-1 sys-
tems expansion, mainte-
nance, and operation.
House Resolution No.
1243

Ga. L. 2026, p. 1109

() YES

() NO

Shall the Constitution of
Georgia be amended so as
to authorize the General
Assembly to dedicate cer-
tain existing revenues, in-
cluding revenues reallocat-
ed by law, to a nonlapsing
fund to be used exclusively
for the expansion, main-
tenance, and operation of
emergency 9-1-1 systems
in this state?"

Summary

This proposal authorizes
the General Assembly to
provide by general law for
the creation of the Georgia
Next Generation 9-1-1
Fund. It amends Article
I11, Section IX, Paragraph
VI of the Georgia Consti-
tution, relating to appro-
priations to be for specific
sums, by adding a new
subparagraph (s).

A copy of this entire
proposed constitutional
amendment is on file in
the office of the judge of
the probate court and is
available for public inspec-
tion.

October 14, 21, 28, 2026

Data Center Discussion

(NDA) that proceed their
entrance into communi-
ties.

Interestingly,  Alicia
Vaughn has been quoted
at calling data centers “a
very important part of our
lives- they are here to stay".

Be sure to arrive early
for the Hancock County
Board of Commissioners
Meeting on Wednesday,
Oct.14, 2026 at 5 pm at the
Hancock County Court-
house, so that you can sign
up to ask your questions,
and hopefully get some
answers, before, and after
Ms. Vaughn's presenta-
tion, lusted as one of the
main topics of the meet-
ing's agenda.

...continued from page 2

REAL! SECURITY ISN'T FOUND IN
GOVERNMENT OR A CENTRALIZED DIGITAL
SYSTEM. IT ISTFOUND IN A COMMUNITY'OF
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Can We Afford This SPLOST?

...continued from page 1

maintenance, public school
operations (these are cov-
ered by ESPLOST), or pri-
vate or nonprofit building
projects.

Hancock County has
put a SPLOST referendum
on the upcoming Novem-
ber 3 general election bal-
lot. This follows a previous
SPLOST measure that was
narrowly passed in No-
vember 2024 with a 53.9%
approval vote.

The new proposed
SPLOST as defined by the
Hancock County Board
of Commissioners and re-
viewed in the Octoberl,
2026 public town hall
meeting is as follows-

- County Inmate Hous-
ing Unit - "Constructing a
new local inmate housing
facility to improve security,
inmate management, and
eliminate exterior expisure
risks".

- Parks and Recre-
ation - "local recreational
resources to provide more
activities and safe opportu-
nities for children".

- Road Maintenance-
"Funding resurfacing and
repairs to ensure safer
roads, stronger inter-coun-
ty connections, and better
local travel".

- City of Sparta - "Pub-
lic works equipment spe-
cifically allocated for the
City of Sparta".

$4million is to be col-

lected over a period of 6
years with $3.5 million in
general obligation bonds
to be released immediate-
ly to fund the beforemen-
tioned capital projects.
This allows the county to
borrow funds upfront to
kickstart the major con-
struction projects imme-
diately, using the incoming
1% SPLOST sales tax reve-
nue to pay down the debt
overtime.,

BUT WHAT HAP-
PENS IF THE FULL
AMOUNT IS NOT
RAISED BY THE 1%
SALES TAX IN THE 6
YEAR TIMEFRAME?

General  obligation
bonds are backed by the
"Full faith and credit" of the
county and if the SPLOST
revenue is insufficent to
make the bond payment,
then Hancock County is
LEGALLY OBLIGATED

TO RAISE LOCAL
PROPERTY TAXES to
bridge the financial gap
and pay off the remaining
bond debt.

CAN HANCOCK
COUNTY AFFORD THIS
SPLOST? Let's look at the
math.

At the time of this ar-
ticle, Hancock County
overall tax bills are lower
than the State and Nation-
al averages with lower local
home values, but with the
recent new assessments
doubling, tripling, and
more the previous values,
this will no longer be the
case.

The Sparta Ishmaelite

Currently, the 1% sales
tax in Hancock County
generates approximate-
ly $666,667 annually. The
simple math is-

6 years X $666,667/
year = $4,000,002 or just
$2 over the $4million bond
amount.

Since Hancock County
has a relatively small lo-
cal retail base, with total
retail sales being histori-
cally averaging only about
$27.39million annually,
the county relies heavily on
these types of "penny” sales
taxes, without which capital
improvements would have
to be entirely funded by
local property taxes. How
does our sales tax revenue
- with few opportunities to
increase retail sales- com-
pare to our surrounding
neighbors?

Baldwin County aver-
ages $922.5 million in retail
sales or more than 34 times
higher than  Hancock,
Greene averages $538.59
million ( 20 times higher),
Putnam averages $321.13
million (12 times higher) -
only tiny Taliaferro County
with the smallest popula-
tion in Georgia takes in less
than Hancock County- of
our nearby neighbors- at
2.3 times less or $11.78 mil-
lion.

Because Hancock
County lacks any real com-
munity spending centers,
its retail sales per capita
are far below our neigh-
boring counties of Put-
nam ($14,003) and Greene

(826,781) annually - com-
pared at just $3,254/year.

This results in a large
amount of "retail leakage"
with a very high percent-
age of residents driving
to Milledgeville (Baldwin
Co.) and Greensboro
(Greene Co.) to buy gro-
ceries, clothing, and oth-
er necessities instead of
spending to buy them lo-
cally in our limited busi-
nesses.

Why is all of this im-
portant? Because Hancock
County's native retail is
so small, ($27.39 million
annually) and residents
choose to spend their mon-
ey OUTSIDE the county, it
would take DECADES to
raise the millions of dol-
lars for major infrastruc-
ture through organic sales.
Yes, we do have new small
businesses opening on a
regular basis - much more
than in years past; but, the
unexpected closing of even
one of these with the loss of
employee payroll of 10-20
individuals can have a huge
impact on our, already
small, retail sales tax reve-
nue. Without concentrated
and continuous local sup-
port, our small businesses
cannot adequately contrib-
ute to the needed sales tax
revenue. And for those that
claim that we need to be
trying to entice a "big box"
merchant to boost those
numbers, first realize that
our population, retail sales
per capita, annual house-
hold income, and past re-
tail history is NOWHERE

NEAR acceptable for the
exacting standards for
ANY retail big box stores.

Local  experts on
SPLOST revenue have
called the millions being
asked for in the upcoming
SPLOST an "unattainable
amount of money".

So what is the commu-
nity to do with a detention
facility so derilicit that
there are constant threats
of inmate lawsuits based
on conditions? Maybe we
first need to ask- What
happened to the previous
over $6 million already
earmarked for mainte-
nance, repairs, and im-
provements on the facility
and the huge increase that
was granted in the deten-
tion center's budget by our
current Board of Commis-
sioners and Chairman?

Emails sent by resi-
dents asking those very
questions got very limited
answers from the Hancock
County Board of Commis-
sioners and the Chairman
indicating that they "need-
ed more time to go over
the numbers with accoun-
tants". Follow up emails
asking for the results of
those meetings have re-
sulted in silence with no
results from the Hancock
County elected officials -
and requested audits not
being available.

The last official au-
dit was done in 2024. The
Board of Commissioners
asked for an extention on
the 2025 audit, which was
granted, but has not, as yet,

been made available. Resi-
dents who have contacted
the State of Georgia about
the lack of timely respons-
es by the County are still
waiting on a response from
the State.

"We need people IN-
VOLVED, asking ques-
tions, demanding answers,
to avoid being continuously
railroaded” said a resident
in a recent HCPOA meet-
ing. The Hancock County
Property Owners Asdocia-
tion -HCPOA is a citizens’
organization, “created by
citizens to help hold our
local govwenment accoun-
rable”. On their website
- HCPOA.net- they regu-
larly ask questions of our
local elected officials, and
post their answers - when-
ever they are available.

Remembering  what
Maxine Waters once said
" We have a responsibility
as elected officials to good
public policy in the best in-
terest of ALL of the people"
- we have to ask, as a coun-
ty already reeling from re-
cent tax hikes -

Can we afford this
SPLOST?

Is it good for ALL the
people?

Your vote on Novem
ber 3* will make that deci
sion.

*(Early voting runs Oct. 13
through 30).

Kenya Brown
Goes Above and Beyond:

..continued from page 1

says, “I have seen firsthand
how powerful hands-on
learning is for our 8th
graders. During the brief
opportunities we have had
to engage in hands-on ac-
tivities, student participa-
tion and excitement have
completely  transformed.
Our kinesthetic learners,
in particular, thrive when
they are able to physical-
ly manipulate materials
and see scientific concepts
come to life. Incorporating
regular physical or virtual
labs will directly address
diverse learning styles,
deepen conceptual under-
standing, and build the
critical inquiry skills need-
ed to improve our data and
drive student success on
the Georgia Milestones.” In
mathematics, she contin-
ues to build students’ skills
while reinforcing the belief
that every student is capa-
ble of growth and success.
She has embraced support
from Rakyah Watkins,
Ed.S.; Cori Fields, Oconee
RESA Mathematics Spe-
cialist; and veteran educa-
tors Mrs. Aquintha Kent
and Ms. Jasmine Birdsong

to strengthen her instruc-
tional practices.

Teaching two core
subjects as a first year ed-
ucator requires prepara-
tion, flexibility, collabo-
ration, and perseverance,
but Ms. Brown continues
to rise to the challenge.
She seeks opportunities
to improve and applies
what she learns, proving
that experience may take
time to build, but impact
can begin on day one. As a
homegrown educator, Ms.
Brown is investing her tal-
ents back into Sparta and
showing students what is
possible. She is beating the
odds, embracing support,
raising expectations, and
truly going above and be-
yond. Congratulations to
Ms. Kenya Brown, our Sep-
tember Above and Beyond
Award recipient! Your first
year is only the beginning,
and the impact you are al-
ready making is worthy of
celebration. Keep raising
the bar, creating opportu-
nities, and showing Spar-
ta's students that excel-
lence can be homegrown.

LOCAL
MATTERS
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Thank you for your support!

BUY-A-BRICK FOR OUR

SPARTA-HANCOCK
CHAMBIE OF COMMERCE

NEW POCKET PARK!

SPARTA-HANCOCK
TEAMBER OF COMMERCE

YOU'RE INVITED!

Buy A-Buick Chily Dinen

Come enjoy a free bow! of
homemade chili. Learn about the
Buy-a-Brick program to support Sparta's
new Downtown Pocket Park.

When: Saturday, October 24, 2026
Time: 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Where: Another Upper Level
365 Spring Street
(previously Mix and Mingle}

The Sparta Hancock Chamber of Commerce, along
with the City of Sparta, is sponsoring a “Buy-A-Brick”
program to help support the construction of our new
pocket park located at 12776 Broad Street. You can
purchase a brick and choose your own engraving to
be a permanent marker in the pocket park.

SUGGESTED ENGRAVINGS INCLUDE:

Individual Names: JOHN SMITH

Family Names with Identified Members:
THE SMITH FAMILY / JOHN, JANE, JUNIOR

In Memory: IN MEMORY OF MY DAD / JOHN SMITH

Name with City/County Title:
JOHN SMITH / PASTOR SPARTA BAPTIST

ONE BRICK

Thank you for your support!

4" X 8" BRICK

The Appeal of a
Pocket Park

...continued from page 2

a brick walkway made up
of commemorative bricks
purchased by suppirters
of the venture. Celebrate a
loved one, family member,
favorite teacher, mentor,
sports team, alma mater,
graduating class, church
or other organization with
the purchase of a com-
memorative brick laid into
the walkway. A fun feature
of the brick purchase is,
for just a small fee, a pa-
perweight size brick can
be yours to present to the
person or organization that
you choose to honor as a
keepsake!

A fundraising chili din-
ner is being held on Satur-
day October 24 from 5-7
pm at Another Upper Lev-
el ( formerly Mix and Min-
gle) at 365 Spring Street in
historic Downtown Spar-

up to 4 lines of engraving and up to 21 characters per line

ta. There will be a variety
of chilis - chicken white
chili, hearty venison chili,
hearthealthy turkey chili
and more as well as a vari-
ety of ho.emade desserts!

Having a Pocket Park
in our Community can
be a great way to promote
health and wellness, sup-
port our environment and
encourage community
members to get to know
one another while having
workshops, reading, do-
ing a bit of birdwatching,
learning to grow edible or
ornamental plants, or just
enjoying a beautiful day,
relaxing.

The appeal of a Pocket
Park - the feeling of mak-
ing something good out of
an unused or underutilzed
space - is often bigger than
the Pocket Park itself in the
way it makes us all feel!

One of the best
things about iving
in @ small town i§

that your
mdmduﬁort
can make @
difference big
enough for your
neighbors to feel.
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