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MoCo Board of Commissioners weighs
potential fire department consolidation

By LOGAN REYNOLDS
Staff Reporter

The Montgomery Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners
reviewed information for
a potential consolidation
of local fire departments
during their monthly work
session on Nov. 5 in Mount
Vernon.

According to Board
Chair Ginger Morris, while
the board did review infor-
mation regarding a poten-
tial consolidation, no action
regarding the matter would

be taken during the work
session or the board’s Nov.
9 regular meeting.

“I would like to remind
everybody: this is a discus-
sion for information on a
variety of topics, but it’s
just so the board can be in-
formed and start thinking
about,” said Morris. “No
votes taken today, none will
be taken Monday, and we
don’t know what the time-
line will look like, but it is
for the five commission-
ers to be able to hear from
different people and make

informed decisions for the

citizens.”
Discussions  regarding
consolidation stemmed

from an audit performed by
county officials regarding
insurance payments made
to local fire departments.
According to EMA Direc-
tor Tristan Willis, the coun-
ty has contracts with six
local municipalities’ fire de-
partments to pay $13,000
to each for fire protection.
In addition, the county cov-
ers 100 percent of the mu-
nicipalities’ building and

equipment insurance costs,
100 percent of their work-
er’s compensation and 75
percent of PTSD and can-
cer policy costs, adding ap-
proximately $60,000 to the
county’s payments.

The insurance for these
municipalities is handled
by an independent organi-
zation known as the Mont-
gomery County Fire Chief’s
Association. However,
when performing an audit,
county officials found fire
trucks had been added or
removed to the insurance

without their knowledge.

“So, what has kind of got
us looking into this is the
county has been paying bills
for the insurance, has been
paying bills for trucks to be
added with no understand-
ing or no transparency that
they were being added in
the first place,” said Willis.

According to Willis, at
least four fire trucks have
been “sold, salvaged, what
have you” by the munic-
ipalities while still being
paid for by the county.
Consolidation — bringing
the various municipalities
under one county umbrel-
la — could serve to give the
county a greater awareness
of the finances of the local
fire departments.

However, County Com-

missioner Amie Vassey sug-
gested the issue resulted
from administrative errors
from the previous county
manager rather than ac-
tive maliciousness from
the municipalities, which
would make consolidation a
drastic measure to an issue
which could be resolved by
improved auditing.

“To me, that sounds like
an administrative error,
not necessarily anything
egregious or nefarious on
behalf of our departments,
and so my question is, to
find something like that,
it seems like a pretty se-
vere move to say, ‘Well,
let’s just build our own fire
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Treutlen board approves

agreement between sheriff

and police department

By LOGAN REYNOLDS
Staff Reporter

The Treutlen County Board
of Commissioners approved
an intergovernmental agree-
ment (IGA) between the Treut-
len County Sheriff’s Office and
the Soperton City Police De-
partment during their regular
meeting on Nov. 2.

The IGA would codify col-
laboration between the two
law enforcement agencies,
both of which work together
closely regardless due to prox-
imity and mutual aid.

“They back my guys up
a lot,” said Treutlen County
Sheriff Thomas Corbin.

The agreement would also
alleviate the Soperton Po-
lice Department’s shortage
of officers, which imposes
longer shifts and limitations
to recruitment efforts on the
department.

“Right now, he’s hurting for
help, so we want to help him,”
said Corbin.

According to Soperton
Police Chief Brian Scott, the
Soperton City Council is also
in support of the IGA. The po-
lice department’s manpower
shortage has also been a con-
cern of the council in multiple
meetings, with Scott request-
ing increases to the depart-
ment’s salaries to attract expe-
rienced officers.

Under the IGA, while tick-
ets written for violations of
city ordinances will be handled
through the city courts, any
regular citations will be han-
dled through the state court.

“So, the way we’ve got it set
up, if they just write a speed-
ing— any type of typical ci-
tation, right now that would
go through state court,” said
Scott.

Commissioner Rodney
Meeks offered a motion to ap-
prove the IGA, which passed
unanimously.

The collaboration between
the Treutlen County Sheriff’s
Department and the Soper-
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ton City Police Department
will continue past the IGA, as
Sheriff Corbin announced the
office had been approved for
a $249,000 grant to purchase
25 new in-car cameras. Of
those 25 cameras, the sheriff’s
department will take 19 and
the police department will take

S1X.

The funds were delivered
by Senator Jon Ossoff to the
department as part of the sen-
ator’s fiscal year 2026 con-
gressionally directed spending
requests. Senator Ossoff col-
laborated with Republican and
Democrat lawmakers to create
“bipartisan government fund-
ing legislation” which passed

into law on Jan. 23.

“Body cameras provide the
transparency and accountabil-
ity we require from our pub-
lic safety officials in Georgia,"
Senator Ossoff said in a press
release. "That's why I brought
Republicans and Democrats
together to strengthen law
enforcement transparency in

Treutlen County."

The funds will also pay for
the construction of a new in-
terrogation room within the
Treutlen County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. According to Corbin, the
room will feature new record-
ing technologies which can
be activated with one button

press.

However, since the sher-
iff’s department and the po-
lice department applied for
the grant together, additional
paperwork labeling the Sop-
erton Police Department as a
sub-applicant is still required
before local law enforcement

can receive the funds.

“We figured if we present-
ed it as a joint [application],
because it would be covering
two agencies, that the federal
government would give us the
money,” said Corbin. “They did
approve the money, but now it
may be that they’re saying that
they may be a sub-grantee, so
there may be more paperwork

to do.”
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SNAPSHOTS: FOOD AND FUN AT SOPERTON'S MILLION PINES FESTIVAL

Soperton's Iva Park hosted the Million Pines Arts and Craft Festival on Nov. 7 and Nov. 8 for the festival's
fifty-second year. The event featured over 250 vendors selling wide varieties of crafts and food, as well as multiple
live music performances/LOGAN REYNOLDS

HIGHLIGHT REEL: VIKINGS PUMMEL
PATRIOTS IN SOPERTON
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The Treutlen County Vikings and the Wilcox County Patriots in action on
November 6 in the Vikings Stadium in Soperton. The Vikings won 43-8
/LOGAN REYNOLDS

Are you interested in contributing
to the Tri-County Connector?
We are always looking for great stories, photos,
articles and writers. Contact us if you would like
to contribute and help preserve local journalism.

Annual Subscription Rates
In-County Rate: $31
Out-of-County Rate: $37
Out-of-State Rate: $41
Senior Citizen Rate: $29
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OBITUARIES

Bobbie Jean Gillis
Thompson

Mrs. Bobbie Jean Gillis
Thompson, 92 and beloved
wife of the late James Frank
Thompson, passed away
peacefully on Sunday eve-
ning, Nov. 1, at the Scott
Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center. She was of the
Methodist faith and is now
in the arms of her precious
Lord, Jesus Christ.

Mrs. Bobbie was born
on Nov. 11, 1933, and raised
in Treutlen County by her
late parents, Norman Gillis
Jr. and Atlas Braddy Gillis.
She was a lifelong resident
of Treutlen County, dutiful-
ly serving her community
with her many talents. One
of her proudest accomplish-
ments was working at Den-
nard Drugs for 66 years,
where she had the privilege
of working for all of the dif-
ferent owners of the store.
Throughout her years of
service there, she connected
deeply with members of her
community, seeing that she
made them feel loved and
taken care of. She was an in-
credible cook, always eager
to share her delicious meals
and desserts with those she
loved. She faithfully provid-
ed for those around her and
was always quick to help a
friend in need.

She is preceded in death
by her dear husband of 58
years, James Frank Thomp-
son, her sisters Grace Gillis
Pollette and Carolyn Gillis
Jones, as well as her broth-
er, Norman “Bud” Gillis III,

succeed in life. When they
misbehaved, she would tell
them “God don’t like ugly,”
a phrase her momma had
passed down to her! And
then, the grandchildren,
who were lavished with her
love, grew up knowing that
they were greatly cared for
and valued. No matter who
you were in the family’s
line, you were deeply cared
for by Mrs. Bobbie.

Finally, she loved the
Lord. Because of this, our
family can rest in knowing
she is fully restored and
healed by Jesus because of
her faith in Him.

Funeral services were
conducted at noon on
Thursday, Nov. 5, 2026
in the Williams Chapel of
Sammons Funeral Home
with Pastor Gilbert Posey
officiating. Following the
service, she was laid to rest
beside her father in West-
view Cemetery.

Serving as pallbearers
were: Terry Horne, Blake
Dennard, Jackson Thomp-
son, Harrison Pace, Chris
Braddy and Ryan Braddy.

Her family received
friends, at the funeral home,
from 11 a.m. until the hour
of service.

The family welcomed
all who wished to pay their
respects and celebrate the
long life of Mrs. Bobbie
Jean Thompson.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to the staff of Scott
Health and Rehabilitation
Center will be appreciated.
We thank them for the great
care they gave to our Mom-
ma and Nanny during her
stay there.

Please share a memory,
leave a condolence message
and sign the online guest
register at www.sammons-
funeralhome.com

Sammons Funeral
Home — Since 1917

and her daughter-in-law, ¥

Renee Croft Thompson.
She is survived by her

three children: Mary Jean | .%

Thompson Pace,
Norman “Jim” Thompson
and Laura Jean Thompson.
She is also survived by her
five grandchildren: Shelly
Thompson Weigand, Har-
rison Pace, Hannah Nich-
olson, Ivy Thompson and
Jackson Thompson.

Mrs. Bobbie will be re-
membered for her love for
others, her generous spirit,
and her servant’s heart. She
was a beloved wife, mom-
ma, grandma, sister, daugh-
ter, aunt, cousin and friend.
She was also one of the best
cooks in Soperton.

With a heart for people,
she was generous to all,
whether it was cooking food
to share with a family who
had lost aloved one, prepar-
ing delicious meals for her
own family to enjoy, teach-
ing me how to make jelly or
teaching her granddaugh-
ter, Hannah, how to make
homemade Dbiscuits, she
gave generously of herself.

Along with her sisters
and brother, she faithfully
cared for her own parents
as they succumbed to the
horrible disease that took
her away from us years ago.

She loved her church
and her church family and
friends. One of her great-
est joys was singing in the
choir.

She loved working at the
drug store. From her earli-
est days as a 16 year old at
the soda fountain in Daly’s
Pharmacy, to working for
the Moseleys at Daily Phar-
macy, and then to work at
Dennard Drugs with Mr.
Richard, Mrs. Joyce and
Blake, she loved serving
the public. She enjoyed in-
teracting with the custom-
ers, many of whom became
good friends.

She loved her family!
James was the love of her
life, and their love for each
other revealed to their kids
the meaning of true love.
Her children were blessed
with a mom who loved them
enough to teach them the
values and morals needed to

James |

Jessica Dawn Meeks

Jessica Dawn Meeks, 55,
of the Lothair Community
of Soperton passed away at
her home on Monday after-
noon, Nov. 2, 2026.

Born in Soperton, she
was one of eight children
in the family. She was a
graduate of Treutlen Coun-
ty High School, Class of
1988. Dawn had worked at
Mohawk Industries, Flash
Foods and as a dispatcher
for the City of Soperton Po-
lice Department.

Dawn had a special love
for her grandchildren and
her pet canines.

She was a former mem-
ber of Faith Missionary
Baptist Church.

She is preceded in death
by her parents; a daughter,
Amanda Jo Parker; grand-
parents, Ralph and Jessie
Mae Lamp; uncle, Buck
Lampp and a sister, Melissa
“Lizzard” Rhodes.

Dawn leaves behind her
daughter, Hannah Parker
Manring (Dillon), Rock-
ledge, Ga., grandchildren,
Ryan, Anastyn, Coewyn and
Caedyn; several siblings and
several nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were
conducted at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2026
from the graveside in Rose-
mont Church Cemetery
with Pastor Owen Waters
officiating.

She was laid to rest
in the Rosemont Church
Cemetery.

Her family received
friends on Wednesday at
the graveside.

Please share a memory,
leave a condolence message
and sign the online guest
register at www.sammons-
funeralhome.com.

Sammons Funeral
Home — Since 1917.

Rosemary Hanson

Rosemary Hanson, af-
fectionately known as
“Rose,” passed to her Heav-
enly home on Sunday, Nov.
1, 2026.

Born in Jacksonville,
Florida on April 7, 1955 and
daughter of the late Herbert
Johnnie “Slim” Hanson &
Rowena Bussell Hanson.
She was a 1973 graduate
of Andrew Jackson High
School and longtime mem-
ber of Franklin Street Bap-
tist Church. Rose was re-
tired and had worked for
the apartment industry for
more than 25 years. Wheth-
er sharing laughter with
family and friends or enjoy-
ing a quiet day working in
her yard, she found joy in
the little things that made
life beautiful.

She is preceded in death
by her parents and brother-
in-law, Hiron Peck.

Surviving family include
her sister, Diann Hanson
Peck; her son, Adam Fer-
guson; two granddaugh-
ters: Alexis Ferguson and
Savannah Ferguson; neph-
ew: Thomas Waarum; great
nieces: Samantha Waarum
and Ashyton Waarum; great
nephew: Brett Shollar;
daughter-in-love: =~ Aman-
da Nelson Jerman (Tony);
close cousin: Mary Brous-
sard; close friend: Richard
Jones; close cousins and
many great friends.

Services in Jacksonville
were held at 2 p.m. on Fri-
day, Nov. 6, 2026 at Frank-
lin Street Baptist Church,
2521 Franklin Street, Jack-
sonville, Florida with Dr.
Terry Gore, officiating.

Her family greeted
friends from 1 p.m. — 2 p.m.
at the church.

Local services were con-
ducted at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, Nov. 7, 2026 from the
graveside in Red Bluff Cem-
etery in Soperton (Treutlen
County), Georgia with Pas-
tor Timothy "Cricket" Green
officiating.

If so desired flowers or
contributions can be made
to Franklin Street Bap-
tist Church, 2521 Frank-
lin Street, Jacksonville, FL
32206.

Sammons Funeral
Home - Since 1917

Garland Warnock

Mr. Garland Warnock,
age 89 of Soperton passed
away peacefully on Thurs-
day evening, Nov. 5, 2026
at Community Hospice in
Vidalia.

Born in Tarrytown, he
was one of five children
born to the late David Fos-
ter “D.F.” Warnock Jr. and
Cornelia Haseltine Wither-
ington Warnock. Mr. War-
nock grew up on the family
farm in Tarrytown and was
a graduate of Soperton High
School, Class of 1956. After

high school, he attended
Brewton Parker College in
Mt. Vernon where he stud-
ied Theology before trans-
ferring to Americus where
hepursued aninterestin Ag-
riculture. On June 28, 1958

-~ he married Jacqueline Alice

“Jackie” King in the Tarry-
town Baptist Church. The
newlyweds settled in Macon
for a short time where he
drove the city bus. They re-

' turned to Soperton in 1962

and he began remodeling
his great-great-grandfa-
ther Holmes' family place
where he and Jackie raised
their children. Mr. War-
nock farmed the homeplace
for a few years while driv-
ing a school bus for Treut-
len County School System.
He worked the majority of
his professional career as a
Carpenter in the Industri-
al Construction Industry.
In the late 1960 he started
working as a Union carpen-
ter, primarily in the Macon
area, to where he commut-
ed everyday from Soperton.
He enjoyed gardening and
piddling around the house.

He was a devout Chris-
tian and longtime member
of the Soperton First Bap-
tist Church where he was a
member of the R.A. Perry
Sunday School Class.

In addition to his par-
ents, he is preceded in death
by his wife of fifty eight
years, Jackie King Warnock
who passed away in 2016, a
son, David R. Warnock and
brothers, Larry Warnock,
Tim Warnock and David L.
Warnock.

Mr. Warnock leaves be-
hind, his children, Julie
Ross (Kevin), Jon Warnock
(Rita) and Denise; a daugh-
ter in law, Teri Warnock; a
brother, Foster Warnock;
a sister in law, Darlene
Swearingen (Steve); broth-
er -in-laws, Hunter King
and George King; grand-
children, Scott Warnock,
Ana  Daughtry (Mars),
Sumner Miller (Kris), Ty-
ler Ross (Megan), Kristo-
pher Warnock (Meagan),
Dakota Warnock (Kattie)
and MeKylee Warnock; 13
great-grandchildren = and
several nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will
be conducted at 2 p.m. on
Sunday, Nov. 15, 2026 at
the Soperton First Bap-
tist Church with Reverend
Mark Sweat officiating.

His family will receive
friends on Sunday, at the
church, from 1:00 o’clock p.
m. until the hour of service.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions are en-
couraged to be made in his
memory to Gideons Inter-
national, P. O. Box 97251,
Washington, DC 20090
— 7251 or online at www.
Gideons.org, for distribu-
tion of Bibles worldwide.

Please share a memory,
leave a condolence message
and sign the online guest
register at www.sammons-
funeralhome.com.

Sammons Funeral
Home — Since 1917
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Stacy L. Reese

Sgt. Stacy L. Reese, USA
Ret., age 51, of Augusta,
Georgia, passed away on Sat-
urday morning, Nov. 7, 2026,
at Bethany Oaks Health and
Rehabilitation Center in
Vidalia, Georgia.

Born in Dublin, Georgia,
he was the son of the late
Winifred Clarence Reese Sr.,
and Lillie (Campbell) Reese.
He was a graduate of East
Laurens High School, Class
of 1993. After high school, he
attended Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College (ABAC)
in Tifton for two years before
enlisting in the United States
Army in April of 1995. Sgt.
Reese served on active duty
for over 18 years in Colum-
bus, Georgia; San Antonio,
Texas; Fort Polk, Louisiana;
and Landstuhl, Germany,
before coming to Eisenhower
Medical Center at Fort Gor-
don in Augusta, Georgia. His
primary work throughout his
time in the service was as a
Cytology Technician. Upon
being honorably discharged,
he assumed that same role as
a civilian to continue reading
cancer slides at Fort Gordon.

His family, friends, and
coworkers will remember
him for the laughter and
joy that he brought to those
around him.

Sgt. Reese is survived by
his children; Shania Waldorf
(David) of Warner Robins,
Ga., Christopher Reese (Bri-
anna Williams) of Tifton, Ga.,
and Geoffrey Reese of Ken-
nesaw, Ga.; and his brother,
Winifred “Fred” Reese Jr.
(Stephanie) of Wrightsville,
Ga..

Funeral services were
conducted at 2 p.m. on Tues-
day, Nov. 10, 2026, in the Bil-
ly Williams Chapel of Sam-
mons Funeral Home, with
Rev. Curtis Warnock, Pastor
Fred and Reese officiating.

His family received
friends on Tuesday at the fu-
neral home from 1p.m. until
the hour of service.

Sgt. Reese will be laid
to rest in the Georgia Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery
in Milledgeville, Georgia,
with full military honors, on
Thursday, Nov. 19, 2026 at
2:30 in the afternoon.

Please share a memory,
leave a condolence message,
and sign the online guest
register at https://www.
sammonsfuneralhome.com/
obituaries/stacy-reese

If you wish to further sup-
port the family, you may send
flowers or plant a tree in Sta-
¢y’s honor, or participate in
the gun raffle and fundraiser
which will pay for the funeral
and any other final expenses
that arise for his children in
the coming months. Please
contact Fred Reese or email
rememberingstacyreese@
gmail.com for details.

Sammons Funeral
Home — Since 1917

PASTOR'S
VIEWPOINT

By CHARLES "BUDDY"
WHATLEY

During the Battle
of the Bulge in World
War II, heavy fog and
rain grounded Allied air
support and hampered
ground operations. Gen.
George S. Patton instruct-
ed his Third Army chap-
lain, Col. James O'Neill,
to compose a prayer for
good weather and had it
printed and distributed
to over 250,000 troops.

"Almighty and most
merciful Father, we hum-
bly beseech Thee, of Thy
great goodness, to re-
strain these immoderate
rains with which we have
had to contend. Grant
us fair weather for bat-
tle. Graciously hearken
to us as soldiers who call
upon Thee that, armed
with Thy power, we may
advance from victory to
victory, and crush the
oppression and wick-
edness of our enemies,
and establish Thy justice
among men and nations.
Amen."

Gratitude begins with
a pause. Before the day
begins and fills up with
things to do, let’s pause
to notice what we might
otherwise take for grant-
ed. And on Nov. 11, Vet-
erans Day, that pause
should invite us to honor
those among us who have
served in the military, in
peace and in wartime.

This Veterans Day,
let us carry our gratitude
beyond calendars and
ceremonies. During this
Thanksgiving month,
let’s carry our gratitude
and thanksgiving to every
veteran we meet. They
are our neighbors, our
relatives, our coworkers,
and our friends... and
sometimes they are us!
(Go Navy!)

Giving thanks re-
minds us that we do not
travel through life alone;
the efforts of others are
woven into our com-
munity. Each one of us
carries a different story,
and we should remember
that a life is always larger
than a uniform. Whatev-
er our beliefs, we should
recognize every person’s
dignity.

A sincere “thank you”
matters. So does a pa-
tient conversation, an
invitation to share a meal
or an offer of practical
help. We can listen when
someone wants to speak
and respect their silence
when they do not. Grat-
itude becomes meaning-
ful when appreciation
becomes action!

Charles “Buddy”
Whatley is a retired
Methodist pastor

serving Dawson Street
Methodist Church in
Thomasuville, Ga.

Attorney
Brian Arnold
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With Touchscreen Controls.
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DID YOU KNOW...?

How did the United States
get drawn into World War [?

By JACK BAGLEY
GTLN

November is such a wonderful month.

For instance, we’ve just had Election Day, and
I hope your candidate in every race won.

Next, we had Veterans’ Day, and T want to send
out a sincere, heartfelt thank you to everyone who
served their country in times of war or peace.

And, of course, there’s Thanksgiving coming
up. I'm already getting my appetite ready.

Each week, too, there’s trivia, right here in this
space ... and you don’t gain any calories from read-
ing it! Have at it, friends.

Did you know ...

... the street lamps in the city of Hershey, Penn-
sylvania, are shaped like chocolate kisses? (What
else would they be shaped like in Hershey?)

... the average American eats 263 eggs a year?
(Not all at the same time, of course, unless one is
really into cholesterol. Who is this average Amer-
ican, anyway?)

... Germany was not the first country to use gas
against enemy troops in World War I? Long re-
viled for their use of chemical warfare, the Imperi-
al German Army doesn’t bear the blame for its first
use. That falls to the French army, which fired the
first tear gas grenades used in the war against the
Germans. Germany would use tear gas against
Russian troops, and the Germans were the first to
use chlorine gas — a deadly poison — in the war.

... the United States was drawn into World
War I by a telegram? During the first years of the
war, which began in 1914, U.S. President Wood-
row Wilson (1856-1924) did his best to keep the
country out of the European conflict. But in 1917,
British cryptographers decoded a telegram from
German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann
(1864-1940) to the German minister in Mexico.
The telegram encouraged Mexico to invade U.S.
territory in an effort to engage the Army and keep
America from intervening in the war. The note
promised Mexico the return of Texas, Arizona,
and New Mexico if the effort was successful and
Germany won the war; reaction to the note caused
the United States to enter the war on the side of
Britain, France, and Russia. Britain had with-
held the telegram from the Americans for several
months, and released it to get the Americans into
the conflict on their side. (I'm not really sure how
Germany would have kept that promise, but it was
enough to make the U.S. very upset.)

... two leaders of the Catholic church had differ-
ent views of a popular book series? Asked about
the Harry Potter series of books, Pope John Paul
IT (1920-2005) said the novels, by author J.K.
Rowling (born 1965), helped children differentiate
between good and evil. But his successor as Pon-
tiff, Benedict XVI (1927-2022), called the books
“inconsistent with the teachings of the Catholic
Church” and said they eroded Christianity in the
soul of young readers. (Different strokes for dif-
ferent folks, perhaps?)

... the man who invented the rabies vaccine
had a plan in case of laboratory exposure? Louis
Pasteur (1822-1895) developed the first effective
vaccine against rabies in 1885. But while the re-
search into the vaccine was going on, Pasteur kept
aloaded gun in his laboratory. It was to be used in
case he or one of his lab assistants became infect-
ed with the disease. (A little extreme, don’t you
think?)

.. what the longest distance something has
been carried by a tornado is? According to re-
ports, a personal check was swept up in a tornado
on April 11, 1991 in Stockton, Kansas. The check
finally hit the ground in Winnetoon, Nebraska,
some 223 miles away. (When the check hit the
ground, did it ... bounce?)

... a computer glitch fouled up the names of
thousands of children? According to our friends
at Mental Floss, in 1989 some 1082 baby boys in
New York found themselves named Christop, in-
stead of their parents’ intended Christopher. The
state database had accidentally limited to number
of letters in the babies’ first name to eight. Some
other reported odd names were Katherin, Alex-
ande, and Elizabet. (I don’t know, being named
Christop might be the key to fortune, fame and
riches!)

... the largest national park in the United States
is probably not the one you're thinking of? Look-
ing at a U.S. map, one would be forgiven for think-
ing that Wyoming’s Yellowstone National Park is
the largest in the country. Butitisn’t. The largest
isin Alaska. Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and
Preserve is a 13.2 million acre park which is home
to some of the country’s tallest mountains, includ-
ing Mount St. Elias. (This is a big park - larger
than at least nine different states.)

... the ozone layer is making a comeback? In
1985, a “hole” in the ozone layer of the atmosphere
was discovered over Antarctica. The ozone layer
protects us from the Sun’s ultraviolet light, and
the “hole” (actually a diminishing of the layer) was
caused by chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs. CFCs
were phased out of use by 2010, and the ozone
layer is slowly repairing itself. It is expected to be
back to its 1980s level by 2040, and to make a full
recovery by 2066. (Thanks to Mason for the tip!)

... dark-roasted coffee has less caffeine than
medium-roasted? The longer a coffee bean is
roasted, the more caffeine burns off. (Yeah, but
the taste trade-off ...)

... about 7,000 new insect species are discov-
ered every year? (They've been hiding all this
time!)

Now ... you know!
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Thoughts on time travel and the present day

In the Mahabharata, King Rai-
vata Kakudmi travels to a heaven-
ly realm to meet Brahma. When
he returns to Earth, he discovers
that millions of years have passed
and the world as he knew it did
not exist anymore. The text, be-
lieved to be written around the
year 400 B.C and considered sa-
cred reading in Hinduism, is the
first known time travel story.

Other ancient texts and leg-
ends always have people moving
forward through time. Another
example is the Japanese folktale
of Urashima Taro, in which a fish-
erman visits a wondrous under-
water palace for a few days only
to find that 300 years has passed
when he returns home.

The 1819 American story of
Rip Van Winkle has the protag-
onist taking a 20-year nap in the
Catskill Mountains. The Dutch
colonist, prone to laziness and of-
ten scolded by his spouse, wakes
up with a long gray beard and a
dead dog. He laments his missed
days but not his departed wife. He
moves in with his adult daughter
and resumes his old habits.

I'm not sure what the moral of
that story is supposed to be.

Folks began traveling back-
wards in time, at least through lit-
erature, in the 1880s. H.G. Wells'
sci-fi genre-defining novel "The
Time Machine" describes the first,
well, time machine, a device ex-
clusively designed to take its pas-
sengers to any point in the known
universe's timeline through a rift
in the fourth dimension, a realm
that exists hidden between the
fabric of time and space.

This book unleashed a seem-

COUCH THEATRE

By KYLE DOMINY

ingly never-ending flow of science
fiction tales, and even scientific
theory, that humans would one
day be able to time travel. This
travel would not only open up
the possibility of visiting ancient
or futuristic times, but would un-
veil the multiverse, that we all ex-
ist along several planes of reality
simultaneously.

That means that there could
be another me out there while I
sit here hunched over a keyboard
squinting at a screen, living the
life of luxury as a successful CEO,
and another surviving off the land
as a hermit in the woods. I wonder
which one of us is the happiest?

I've never bought into such
theories. I'm quite satisfied occu-
pying my little piece of time and
space. Sure, this world and time
isn't perfect, but find me one that

is. People long for the "good old
days," but this slice of human his-
tory with antibiotics and indoor
plumbing has been pretty good to
me.

A new study rules out the pos-
sibility of many time travel and
multiverse theories. I'm going to
have to take research at face val-
ue, because it's math. Something
about lines and how light travels.
I don't know, this version of me
doesn’t understand that kind of
stuff.

If people spent half as much
time trying to make today a lit-
tle better as they did trying to get
somewhere else, the world might
be a better place.

The past isn't what it’s cracked
up to be and the future won't be
too much either if we don't start
focusing on the present.
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By DEMI TAVERAS

King Features

"Primetime" (R)
-- Director Lance Oppen-
heim has had two cultur-
ally resonant films that
have been released this
year: a meta-documen-
tary film titled "You Can
See Everything," and this
psychological thriller led
by Robert Pattinson ("The
Odyssey"). Much to the
real-life Chris Hansen's
dismay, in "Primetime,"
Pattinson portrays "To
Catch a Predator" jour-
nalist Chris Hansen circa
2006. The potential reveal
of an extramarital affair
of his causes Hansen to
ramp up his efforts toward
making his show a suc-
cess, rather than focusing
on the overall mission of
catching child predators.
While viewers themselves
can watch Hansen slowly
unravel due to pressure,
they can also see him spiral
through the eyes of aspir-
ing actor Dan Plum (Skyler
Gisondo), who becomes

Rose Byrne, left, and Samantha Quinn star in "The Good Daughter"/SPECIAL P

Hansen's mentee. The film
is out now to rent; see if it's
as "detached from reality"
as the real-life Hansen said
it was! (Amazon Prime
Video)

"Other Mommy"
(R) -- Jessica Chastain
("Dreams") leads this
creepy psychological-hor-
ror film based on the 2024
novel "Incidents Around
the House" by Josh Maler-
man. The film zeroes in on
a family of three: 7-year-
old Bela (Arabella Olivia
Clark), her father Russ (Jay
Duplass), and her mother
Ursula (Chastain). Ursula
is laser-focused on her ca-
reer, which doesn't leave
her much time to spend
with Russ or Bela. Craving
attention from her mother,
Bela begins to see a super-
natural entity around her
house that looks like her
mom, so she names this
entity "Other Mommy."
(Wink.) But as the Other
Mommy becomes increas-
ingly contorted and angry,
she begins to attack Bela,

hoping that Bela will fi-
nally let her into her heart.
Available to rent on Nov.
10. (Apple TV)

"The Good Daugh-
ter" (TV-MA) -- If HBO's
"Sharp Objects" was your
kind of show, look no fur-
ther than this new mys-
tery series, which similarly
emulates that small-town,
gritty, rugged feel. Oscar
nominee Rose Byrne ("If I
Had Legs, I'd Kick You")
stars alongside Emmy
nominee Meghann Fahy
("Sirens") as a pair of es-
tranged sisters who tensely
reunite after a murder case
consumes their hometown.
This new case brings back
dark memories from a
traumatic event when they
were young girls, forcing
them to reconcile the past
and present in order for
both sisters to fully move
on. Emmy winner Brendan
Gleeson  ("Spider-Noir")
plays their endearing hos-
pitalized father, who hopes
to harmonize the relation-
ship between them. All

HOTO, Courtesy of MovieStillsDB

six episodes will be avail-
able to stream on Nov. 12.
(Peacock)

"Heartland" (R) --
And she's back already!
Jessica Chastain ("Other
Mommy") is also the lead
of this mystery-thriller
film premiering on Nov.
13. A completely different
change of tune from the
film detailed above, "Heart-
land" takes viewers into
the underbelly of Nashville
after a young 22-year-old
star named Charlie Heart
(Carter Faith) disappears.
Her aunt, former country
music star Misty Jones
(Chastain), is pleaded by
her brother to go to Nash-
ville and dig around for
information about Charlie
herself, since she knows
her way around the city.
At first, Misty is hesitant
to go back to this previous
chapter in her life, but with
Charlie's life on the line,
nothing will stop her from
finding her niece. (Netflix)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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Fall in Virginia

CULPEPER, Va. — This
cozy community of 20,000
plus is 70 miles west of the
nation’s capital and was
laid out in 1749 by a young
surveyor named George
Washington.

It was, owing to its
strategic  position with
the railroads, occupied by
both Union and Confeder-
ate troops during the Civil
War. The battle of Brandy
Station, the largest caval-
ry battle in U.S. history in
1863, took place near here,
but a peaceful atmosphere
hovers over this town,
which has been recognized
by Architectural Digest
as the prettiest town in
Virginia.

Virginia is a beautiful
state, with Shenandoah
Valley less than an hour
away. I have accompanied
Ted McMullan, a friend
with close ties with the
University of Georgia and
who is the 8th generation
of an Irishman who set-

tled here in 1860 following
the American Revolution.
Ted has come to meet his
93-year-old cousin, Emi-
ly McMullan Williams, to
record a conversation with
her about their ancestor.

She is one of the fore-
most family historians, who
spent years researching the
history of John Francis
McMullan, who emigrated
from Tralee Londonderry
in Northern Ireland and
fought in the American
Revolution.

A brand-new country
could not pay its soldiers—
there was no treasury—but
there was plenty of land,
which most people back
then would have preferred.
He was given a grant of
land in this area following
the Revolutionary War.

However, he must have
gotten the itch to move
again because he struck out
in 1797 to the South, set-
tling in what is Hart Coun-
ty, which at that time was

LORAN SMITH

Elbert County.

We are here to learn
what we can from a con-
versation with Emily Mec-
Mullan Williams, who was
eager to share what she had
gathered over the years.

A bonus on this ex-
cursion came about when
Jenny Tucker Brinkley,
who spends time in Mid-
dleburg, roughly an hour
away, drove down to join
us for lunch and provide
local transportation. Jen-
ny and her husband, Matt,
are Athens residents, but

her love of horses makes
it a nice fit for periodic fox
hunting outings and visit-
ing her daughter, Matilda,
who lives nearby.

Our agenda called for
lunch, and Ted found a pop-
ular and historic restaurant
on East Davis Street, “It’s
about Thyme,” with a va-
riety of options, including
starters such as duck pate,
bruschetta, smoked trout,
soups and salads.

There were sandwich-
es, cheeseburgers, porto-
bello mushrooms, pasta,
and seven choices from
the main courses, and of
course there is a good wine
list when you patronize this
popular eatery.

While I am sure there
are some blights, this is
one area of the country that
provides an environmen-
tal bonanza. Rolling fields
dominate an attractive
countryside, where there
is no roadside trash and no
billboards. The foothills
of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains are where Culpeper
is located, so it should not

come as a surprise that this
is where the state looks its
best.

“Thyme in  Culpep-
per” is more than a popu-
lar restaurant. There are
rooms for overnight stays
and weekend getaways.
Spend a night here and you
might connect with visions
of George Washington and
Thomas Jefferson, two of

Virginia’s most famous
citizens.
Thyme’s  promotional

materials are keen on relat-
ing to the past, suggesting
you can enjoy a “little slice
of Europe . . . with scenic
murals and old-world am-
biance and casual dining at
its finest.”

Harvest scenes are ev-
erywhere, a reminder that
this time of the year, we
have an opportunity to un-
derscore humility, from the
countryside to the store-
fronts of Culpepper, to say
nothing the entire Ameri-
can landscape. I have never
traveled to any part of the
country during the harvest
season when everybody

isn’t anxious to embrace
Thanksgiving. = However,
it does feel a little different
in Arizona and southern
California.

What is so uplifting is
that small-town America
will always make your day,
with inhabitants who en-
joy being a good neighbor
and who underscore faith,
hope, and charity.

We don’t know why the
original John McMullan
came to the New World or
why he moved on to Geor-
gia after the revolution.
More than likely, more
productive farmland had
something to do with it.

Regarding that, what
about these sobering sta-
tistics. The total land mass
in the U. S. is 2.26 billion
acres, with roughly 66-67
million acres being devel-
oped. Agricultural-relat-
ed use is 1.2 billion. We
do have room to grow, but
let’s not make everything
metropolitan. Let’s devel-
op more small towns like
Culpepper.

Georgia: Purple state, at least for now

There is no need to sugar
coat it. Republicans got their
tail kicked last week.

The Democrats will have
firm control of Georgia’s ex-
ecutive branch and the day
to day power that comes
with it. Congratulations to
Governor-elect Bottoms. 1
encourage all to pray for her
wisdom and discernment.

Whether you voted for
her or not, much of the
state’s immediate future is
in the hands of her and her
team. We ultimately need
her to succeed.

Governor Bottoms’ pow-
er will go beyond the Gover-
nor’s mansion. With Dem-
ocrats also securing the
Lieutenant Governor’s posi-
tion, all statewide partisan
offices, and the Speaker’s
gavel, their power extends to
the appointment of boards,
commissions, agencies,
and when vacancies arise,
judges.

As bad as Republicans’
numbers look here in Geor-
gia, when viewed with
what happened national-
ly and with the differential
on statewide contests, the
GOP’s position here is in

CHARLIE HARPER
GEORGIA POLITICS

relative decent shape. Re-
publicans managed to hold
the thinnest majority in the
State Senate with a 29-27
partisan split. The Speak-
er’s gavel will transfer to the
Democrats with a thin ma-
jority, the exact number still
to be determined due to one
runoff in SW Georgia.

The margins were deci-
sive in statewide races. They
were incredibly impressive
from the Democrats’ per-
spective, and equally demor-
alizing and, frankly, embar-
rassing for Republicans.

The voters clearly sent a
message. The clarity of what
they said is always a Ror-
schach test.

There are many Repub-
licans out there explain-
ing. I've seen many takes
I agree with, a few... not so
much. 2028 nor 2030 will
not be decided by who wins
the immediate blame game
in this scorching failure’s
aftermath. Many Republi-
cans will find they have a lot
of extra time on their hands
in January to contemplate
these matters.

Today, we have bigger
and more immediate prior-
ities. Most importantly, we
have to govern. It will re-
quire both parties working
together.

I've lived in Georgia
my entire life. I'm a proud
American. This is our sys-
tem. Our voters are the
shareholders, and they have
spoken — loudly. I want what
is best for my state and my
country.

Most of us just want rea-
sonable approaches to solv-
ing problems. We want lead-
ers who understand that,
and do their best to make it

happen.

I was a relatively young
volunteer operative when
Republicans took the Gover-
nor’s mansion and Senate in
2022. It took two more years
to get the other chamber and
within a decade the GOP
held a supermajority in both
chambers and all statewide
offices. It took 12 years to be
back where we started.

The incoming Democrats
will largely be a lot like we
were a quarter century ago.
Most will have limited ex-
perience with state govern-
ment, have a deep distrust
if not intolerance of the
current majority party, and
want everyone out the door
as soon as possible.

Some will quickly learn
that beneath the level of
elected and appointed par-
tisans, there are quite a few
people who show up at work
every day trying to make
lives better for the people of
the state. Many of them have
institutional knowledge that
is not quickly replaceable.

Some will remember
the rhetoric and/treatment
received by less congenial
members of the outgoing
majority party and will wield
their newfound powers with

the full backing of the Old
Testament’s eye for an eye.
That is entirely their right.
They won.

The reality is some will
work to solve problems.
Some will use the problems
to work to expand the power
and scope of their positions
on the way to their next
higher title. This is a time
honored bipartisan bifurca-
tion of those participating in
majority rule.

The hazard for Demo-
crats now charged with gov-
erning is that their base sees
the results and margins as
an unequivocal mandate.
The 2024 and 2026 elections
had polar opposite results
because the fringe of each
party convinced their lead-
ers a voter rebuke of the last
guys meant they must enact
the craziest stuff imaginable.

Governor Kemp will leave
office with a roughly 70% ap-
proval rate not because he
scratched every itch that the
MAGA wing of his party had,
but because he often said
“no, Georgians don’t want
that” and then took a more
centrist route. Governor
Bottoms will hear similar
demands from her base to
lurch Georgia far leftward.

Republicans, meanwhile,
do have control of the Sen-
ate. While they lost the
House, there were about a
dozen races decided in that
chamber by less than 1,000
votes. Republicans won 7 of
them, but lost a couple by
less than 100 votes. The re-
match in 2 years will be ex-
treme and expensive on both
sides.

With razor thin legisla-
tive margins in both cham-
bers, the legislature should
serve to temper the exces-
sive demands of both parti-
san bases. What hopefully
can result will not be a red
state nor a blue state, but
people from different parties
and backgrounds, working
together for solutions for all
of Georgia.

That’s always been our se-
cret sauce. When the needs
of Georgia’s citizens and
the businesses who employ
them are put at the forefront
and our leaders commit to
solving their problems, we
don’t have time to notice
the red or blue fingerprints
while we’re all counting in
green.

Democratic election results should be wakeup call for Republicans

Democrat Keisha Lance
Bottoms, who may have been
the worst mayor in Atlanta
history, is now governor-elect
of Georgia. Not only that,
but every down-ballot post
in the state from lieutenant
governor to attorney gen-
eral to labor commissioner
to school superintendent to
public service commissioner
in last week’s election went to
Democrats and the margins
of victory were not even close.
Democrats also won control
of the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives for the first time
in 22 years, defeating at least
12 incumbent Republicans
across the state. It was polit-
ical roadkill. For that, you can
thank the Georgia Republi-
cans. They never figured out
who the enemy is.

While Democrats were
planning their blue tsuna-
mi, Republicans were up to
their usual infighting. As I
have stated numerous times,
Republicans would rather be
ideologically pure than elect-
ed. Democrats would rath-
er be elected. The Georgia
Republican Assembly, not
to be confused with Georgia
Republican Party, was try-
ing to tell us who could run
for office as a Republican
and who could not. In oth-
er words, they would make
the decision for the voters.
(That’s us.) Secretary of State
Brad Raffensperger being one
they considered ideologically
impure, he ran for governor
in the Republican primary
anyway and lost. The voters
(that’s us) made that decision.

Overhanging all of this, of
course, was the Republicans’
continuing obsession with
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Donald Trump’s defeat in
2020 and his claim the elec-
tion was rigged. Personally, I
found Trump’s actions unpa-
triotic. Unlike Samuel Tilden
and Richard Nixon and Al
Gore, all of whom had legiti-
mate — and better — reasons
for questioning the outcome
of their elections, Trump put
his ego ahead of that of his
country.

Nixon told journalist Earl
Mazo, who had written a se-
ries of articles about voter
fraud after the 1960 election,
that “our country cannot af-
ford the agony of a constitu-
tional crisis.” Mazo stopped
at Nixon’s request.

Gore said. “(T)onight,
for the sake of our unity as

a people and the strength of §

our democracy, I offer my
concession.”

Trump? He spent an hour
haranguing Secretary of State
Raffensperger to find him
11,780 votes, turned loose a
gang of thugs who ransacked
the nation’s Capital in hopes
of preventing a joint session
of Congress from counting
the Electoral College votes to

formalize the victory of pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden. For-
tunately, the attack was un-
successful, and the election
results were certified.

That didn’t stop the RIT-
NOs (Republicans in Trump’s
Name Only) from doing ev-
erything they could to over-
turn the results. Alternative
electors. Unfounded accusa-
tions against Fulton County
election workers that cost
their accuser, Rudy Giuliani, a
cool $148 million. A so-called
documentary,“2,000 Mules,”
which alleged a widespread
conspiracy that turned out
to be false. Blathering “ex-
perts” questioning the integ-
rity of our voting system but
proving nothing. All of their
smoking guns turned out to
be cap pistols.

Nationally, = Democrats
took both Houses of Congress
by huge margins and elected
senators from states that had
been Republican for decades.
In the case of Kansas, a Dem-
ocrat had not been elected to
the Senate in almost a cen-
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tury. Georgia voters kept our
congressional delegation split
along party lines, nine Repub-
licans and five Democrats.

Trump says had he been on
the ballot, the elections would
have turned out differently.
Poppycock. His performance
was on the ballot. His “four-
to-five week” war. Higher fuel
prices. His on-again-off-again-
on-again tariff decisions. His
preoccupation with his per-
sonal surroundings. Jeffery
Epstein. Punishing those who
dared disagree with him. Tire-
some stuff.

In Georgia, the best Re-
publicans could do was to run
ads saying Jon Ossoff uses
makeup (?) while ignoring
Mike Collins’ son-in-law’s
misogynistic and racist re-
marks. Greg Dolezal prom-
ised if elected lieutenant

governor he would rid the
state of jihadists. Yeah, right.
Gazillionaire Rick Jackson
poured $220 million into his
gubernatorial campaign and
lost by 10 points. Give me
$220 million and I could get

elected pope.

Do I take pleasure in the
outcome? Except for shutting
the yap traps of the RITNO
election deniers permanently
(I hope), none at all. In my
opinion, this was more a vote
against an arrogant and un-
popular administration rath-
er than an endorsement of
Democratic policies. Frankly,
the Democratic Socialists of
America are gaining influ-
ence across the country and

that scares the heebie-jeebies
out of me.

As for the political wipe-
out in Georgia last week, I
defer to my friend, the Sage
of the Okefenokee, Pogo the
Possum, who said, “We have
met the enemy and it is us.”
Whether Republicans got
that message remains to be
seen. Stay tuned.

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box
725373, Atlanta, Georgia
31139.
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1 Eye drop
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g Crossword

b |6 |7 g |9 |10 I

5 Gullet 12

8 Grime 15
12 Jazz singer

James 18

19 20

13 Financial pro

14 Body sci. 2

22

15 Hearty dish |24 [o5 [o6
16 Abraham

27

Lincoln's

birthplace
18 Arm bones
20 Craig of

"Skyfall"

36

32

37

40 41

21 Ms. Rowlands |42 [#3

23 Qt. fractions

50

b3

b6

24 George *
Washington's |52
birthplace

28 Planted, as  |®
seed

31 Anger 53 Ring

32 Bellini opera decision

34 Steal from 54 Noggin

35 Shade of blue 55 Disarray
37 Gerald Ford's 56 Junior

birthplace 57 Spanish for
38 Always, in "this"
verse
41 Venue DOWN
42 Subway line 1 TV/radio host
inan Ellington ~ John
song 2 Words to
45 Saint of Avila Brutus
49 Harry S. 3 "Upand —!"
Truman's 4 Steak tartare
birthplace ingredient
51 Farm team o "Barbie"
52 Worry actress Kate

6 Chest-beating 29 Stir-fry vessel
beast 30 Cagers' gp.

7 Wizard's prop 33 Prado display

8 Intimidates 36 Bakery sup-

9 Cutting teeth plies

10 Croupier's 38 Bacteriolo-

tool gist's study
11 Texter's sign- 40 Brazilian city
off 42 Bands on
17 Phone bug radios
19 Check 43 Lose energy
22 Buenos — 44 Crazy
24 Sportscaster 46 Alimony
Scully recipients
25 Rothsvgs. 47 Bicycle part
plan 48 — Domini
26 Flip-flops 50 Former MGM
27 Aspiration rival
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They runin all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: SOCKEYE —

Brisket
Cheddar Gouda
Chicken Haddock
Eel Ham

Glass Herring Sausage
Jalapeno Trout
Mackerel Turkey

Pork ribs
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Just Like Cate & Dogs

by Dave T. Phipps

YOU GET SAD IF I THROW AWAY MY OLD BIRTHDAY
CARDS. WELL, | JUST FOUND CARDS YOU GAVE
ME INMY TWENTIES. WELL, NOW I'M DEPRESSED.
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WIGGINS FOOT & ANKLE
ASSOCIATES, P.C.

A ) Specializing in Diabetic Foot Care * Corns

-~

4.;:” Callouses * Hammer Toes ®* Bunions * Warts

Ingrown Toe Nails * Aching Feet *» Heel Pain
205 Arlington Drive ¢ Vidalia » 537-2559

AVAILABLE 5 DAYS A WEEK
MON.-FRL 8:30 A.M.-5 P.M.

Mark Wiggins, D.P.M.




TrI-CounTtY CONNECTOR

Thursday, November 12,2026 - 6

Soperton native to establish endowed scholarship
for Treutlen County students at Georgia Southern

SPECIAL TO THE
TRI-COUNTY CONNECTOR

SOPERTON, Ga. -
James O. Miller Jr., a Sop
erton native, and his wife,
Cecelia, have signed an
agreement to establish the
Cecelia and James Miller
Jr. Endowed Scholarship at
Georgia Southern Universi-
ty. It will support students
from Treutlen County for
years to come.

The endowment will be
created through the Geor-

gia Southern University
Foundation. Because an
endowment’s principal is
invested and never spent,
the scholarship will make
awards every year, perma-
nently. The Millers are also
making a separate gift so
the first awards can begin
in the 2027-28 academ-
ic year, while the endow-
ment builds toward its first
distribution.

For Miller, the gift is a
return to where his own ed-
ucation began. He attend-

ed Emanuel County Junior
College in Swainsboro in
1977—78. The school later
became East Georgia State
College and is now Geor-
gia Southern’s East Geor-
gia campus. “That start
made a real difference for
a young man from Soper-
ton,” Miller said. “It set the
stage for everything that
followed, and Cecelia and I
want to provide that same
opportunity to students
from Treutlen County.”
The  scholarship is

open to Georgia South-
ern students in any major
who show strong academ-
ic merit. Students from
Treutlen County will be
given priority, with addi-
tional preference for grad-
uates of Treutlen High
School and for students
who attend or have at-
tended the East Georgia
campus. The award goes
to a student entering their
second year of college. It
can be renewed for up to
three years, with a fourth

year available if needed to
complete a degree, as long
as the recipient keeps a 3.0
GPA and stays enrolled
full time. Recipients who
move on to the Statesboro
or Armstrong campus stay
eligible. In a year with no
qualified Treutlen County
applicant, students from
surrounding counties may
be considered.

Miller’s career in tech-
nology and project man-
agement spans more than
45 years. He retired as Vice
President of IT for a Global
Information Security Pro-
gram Management Office
at a major financial services
firm in Irving, Texas. He
holds a Master of Science in

Management Science from
The University of Texas at
Dallas, where he and Cece-
lia are members of the Leg-
acy Society. He also holds
the PMP, CISSP-Emeritus
and CISM certifications. He
is the creator of the Miller
Maturity Model™, a frame-
work for project manage-
ment office maturity, and he
writes widely on the subject.
The Millers live in Allen,
Texas.

Students will apply
through Georgia Southern’s
annual scholarship appli-
cation. For more informa-
tion, contact Alex Wagner,
Director of Development, at
awagner@georgiasouthern.
edu.

MOCO DEPT

Continued from page 1

department,” over some-
thing like this as opposed
to just addressing that ad-
ministrative audit process,”
said Vassey.

Willis said an alterna-
tive to consolidation could
be making alterations to
the in-place agreements
with the municipalities,
only covering two trucks
per department and re-
quiring them to reimburse
the county for 25 percent
of worker’s compensa-
tion payments. According
to Willis, this would be a
more substantial change
than consolidation, as the
county’s financial rela-
tionship with the munici-
palities already resembles
consolidation.

“In the grand scheme of
things, the county has al-
ready consolidated as a fire
service,” said Willis. “The
only thing that we don’t
have is a name.”

The board also heard
from Randy Toms, exec-
utive director the Georgia
Firefighter Standards and
Training Council, on the
matter of consolidation.
Toms said the benefits of
consolidations were not

monetary, but rather the
increase in service quality
across the area.

“I'm saying it would be

Erik Weihenmayer

M26-005
CITY Of MOUNT VERNON, MONTGOM-
ERY COUNTY, GEORGIA
NOTICE OF COMPETITIVE SOLICITA-
TION
BID # 2513: DATE: November 12, 2026
PROJECT TITLE: Carver Street Ex-
tension
PROJECT: This project consists of 0.54
Miles +/- of Grade, Drain, Base and Pave
on Carver Street Ext.
NON-MANDATORY PRE-BID CONFER-
ENCE: 11:00 A.M., Tuesday, December
1, 2026, at the City of Mt. Vernon City
Hall located at 101 S Railroad Ave, Mount
Vernon, Georgia 30445
BID OPENING DATE: 11:00 A.M., Thurs-
day, December 10, 2026, at the at the
City of Mt. Vernon City Hall located at 101
S Railroad Ave, Mount Vernon, Georgia
30445
BID BOND: All bids must be accompanied
by a bid bond in an amount not less than five
percent (5%) of the amount bid. A cashiers
or certified check may be submitted in lieu
of a bid bond.
PERFORMANCE/ PAYMENT BONDS: The
successful Bidder, if awarded this contract,
will be required to furnish performance
and payment bonds in the amount of one
hundred percent (100%) of the contract
amount.
CONTRACTOR REQUIREMENT: Contrac-
tors submitting a bid must be prequalified
with GDOT.
PAYMENT TERMS: The successful Bidder
will receive monthly payments within 30
days after receipt and approval by the
Owner’s Representative of a valid invoice
for those services rendered.
TECHNICAL CONTACT: Jessica Najar
Roberts Civil Engineering, LLC
jnajar@robertscivilengineering.com
THE OWNER RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO WAIVE ALL TECHNICALITIES, RE-
JECTANY ORALL BIDS AND MAKE THE
AWARD IN ITS BEST INTEREST.

November 12, 26, 2026

M26-004
CITY Of UVALDA, MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY, GEORGIA

NOTICE OF COMPETITIVE SOLICITA-

TION

BID # 2512 DATE: November 12, 2026
PROJECT TITLE: East Oak Street and
Others (TIA & LMIGS PROJECTS)
PROJECT: This TIA project consists of
00.28 Miles +/- of Grade, Drain, Base and
Pave on East Oak Street and the LMIG
project consists of 0.294 Miles+/- of Lev-
eling, Resurfacing, and Striping on South

a beginning of a continu-
ing growth,” said Toms. “As
you’re growing, you're get-
ting in businesses, you're
getting in manufacturers,

whatever you get into this
area, youre going to take
that and invest back into
your fire service, but you'll
have a base to build from.”

2026 Election Day results by county

Montgomery County

County Commission - District 4
James “Tyler” Williamson (Rep.) - 161 (33.68%)
Clarence E. Thomas (I) (Dem.) - 317 (66.32%)

County Commission - District 5
Leland G. Adams (I) (Rep.) - 508 (100%)

Coroner (Special) (Holland)
Janet D. Adams (Rep.) - 1,304 (50.54%)
Staci McLendon (Rep.) - 499 (19.34%)
William “Archie” Roberson (Rep.) - (30.12%)

Treutlen County

County Commission - District 2
Cecil “Phil” Jennings, IV (I) (Rep.) - 359 (100%)

County Commission - District 5
Thalia Gillis (I) (Dem.) - 324 (100%)

BOE - District 2 (Special)
Buddy Hester (I) (Rep.) - 374 (100%)

BOE - District 3
Alvin G. Heath (I) (Rep.) - 455 (100%)

BOE - District 5
Demetria H. Noble (I) (Dem.) - 307 (100%)

Soil and Water District Supervisor
Hugh Wesley Brantley - 1,868 (100%)

Wheeler County

Probate/Magistrate Judge
Bradley Davis - 316 (17.86%)
Leonard “Len” Dennis - 271 (15.35%)
Gian “John” Mancini - 883 (50.00%)
Brian O’Quinn - 296 (16.76%)

A runoff election for the Probate/Magistrate Judge
position will be held in December.

Climbed Everest.

THE FOUNDATION FOR A BETTER LIFE

Blind.

Pass It On.

www.forbetterlife.org

Railroad Street and Others
MANDATORY PRE-BID CONFERENCE:
11:00 A.M., Monday, November 30, 2026,
at the City of Uvalda City Council Office
located at 205 West Main Street
Uvalda, Georgia 30473
BID OPENING DATE: 11:00 A.M., Mon-
day, December 14, 2026, at the City of
Uvalda City Council Office located at 205
West Main Street
Uvalda, Georgia 30473
BID BOND: All bids must be accompanied
by a bid bond in an amount not less than five
percent (5%) of the amount bid. A cashiers
or certified check may be submitted in lieu
of a bid bond.
PERFORMANCE/ PAYMENT BONDS: The
successful Bidder, if awarded this contract,
will be required to furnish performance
and payment bonds in the amount of one
hundred percent (100%) of the contract
amount.
PAYMENT TERMS: The successful Bidder
will receive monthly payments within 30
days after receipt and approval by the
Owner’s Representative of a valid invoice
for those services rendered.
TECHNICAL CONTACT: Jessica Najar
Roberts Civil Engineering, LLC
jnajar@robertscivilengineering.com
THE OWNER RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO WAIVE ALL TECHNICALITIES, RE-
JECT ANY ORALL BIDS AND MAKE THE
AWARD IN ITS BEST INTEREST.
November 12, 26, 2026

S$26-060
State of Georgia,
County of Treutlen
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

IN RE: ESTATE OF WILLIAM B. SIMONS
All persons holding claims against the Es-
tate of William B. Simons, late of Treutlen
County, Georgia, are hereby required to
render an account of their demands to me
within the time allowed by law, properly
made out, and all persons indebted to the
said deceased are hereby requested to
make immediate payment to the under-
signed.
This 6th day of November 2026.
William B. Simons, Ill, Glory Rajczak, and
Jeanne Elizabeth Simons as Executors of
the Estate of William B. Simons, Deceased
Jansen Killian
The Tillery Firm, P.C.
404 Durden Street
Vidalia, GA 30474
(912) 537-3030

November 12, 19, 26, December 3, 2026

S$26-059
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS
STATE OF GEORIGA
COUNTY OFTREUTLEN
RE: Estate of Glenda Simons
All debtors or creditors of the Estate of

Glenda Simons, deceased, late of Treutlen
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to
render in their demands to the undersigned
according to law and all persons indebted
to said estate are to be required to make
immediate payment to the undersigned.
This 15th day of October, 2026.
Neila Marie Sale, Executor
3720 Overtook Drive
Macon, GA 31204

November 12, 19, 26, December 3, 2026

S$26-058
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TREUTLEN
IN RE: ESTATE OF CHARESE V. GOOD-
SON, DECEASED.

All creditors of the estate of Charese
V. Goodson, deceased, late of Treutlen
County, are hereby notified to render their
demands to Richard M. McNeely, attorney
for Trechaka Ja'Tonee Derese Goodson,
Administrator of the Charese V. Goodson
Estate, at P. O. Box 767, Swainsboro, Geor-
gia 30401, according to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are required to make
immediate payment of any indebtedness
due the estate.
This 27th day of October, 2026.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Trechaka Ja’Tonee Derese
Goodson
Administrator of the Estate of Charese V.
Goodson
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225

November 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

S$26-061
STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF TREUTLEN.
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

IN RE:
The Estate of SHANNON MOORE PHIL-
LIPS, deceased.
All debtors or creditors of the Estate of
Shannon Moore Phillips, deceased, late
of Treutlen County, are hereby notified to
render their demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons indebted
to said estate are to make
immediate payment to me.
This 6th day of November, 2026.
DANIEL J. O'CONNOR
Attorney for Co-Executors,
Terry Phillips and Ronald Phillips BRYANT
& O’'CONNOR LAW FIRM P. O. Box 28
Vidalia, GA 30475

November 12, 19, 26, December 3, 2026

WHEELER CO. STUDENTS VISIT THE PUMPKIN PATCH

Kindergarten students in Mrs. Lowery, Mrs. Wright and Ms. Ford's classes recently
enjoyed a fun-filled field trip to Greene Acres Farm Pumpkin Patch. Students learned
about the life cycle of a pumpkin, fed the farm animals and enjoyed a sweet treat. The
trip provided a wonderful opportunity for hands-on learning, laughter and making
lasting memories. A great time was had by all/SPECIAL PHOTO

Do | Qualify to be a Foster Parent?

Do | have to be married, rich or have any particular religion to qualify as a foster parent? These are some of the
common questions asked by those individuals interested in fostering. The answer is “No”. You do not have to be
married, you must be able to support your own family, but you certainly do not have to be rich, nor have a
particular religious belief to foster. If you are one of the individuals wanting answers to your question, please call
Anna Stone at 478-275-6747. Open your heart to a child in need of a home and a little happiness.

“Be A Foster Parent”

LOCAL
MATTERS

We don't knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or
intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair
housing act and we do not accept
advertising that is in violation of
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 11/8/26

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Audien Hearing. The world's first
hearing aid with fouchscreen con-
trols. No tiny buttons, apps or pre-
scriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free
shipping. Lifetime support. More
than 1.5 million happy customers.
Call Audien 1-866-976-0560

Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! No
medical exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral and other
final expenses.Call Physicians Life
Insurance Company- 833-398-
1043 or visit www.Life55plus.info/
Georgia

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concemed about a
fall or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen

Georgia

Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-877-553-1109

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed
by a no-clog guarantee and life-
time transferrable warranty. Call
today 1-833-665-2174 to sched-
ule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off
your entire order. Plus, Military

& Seniors get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial — steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available, Guaranteed to last a
[ifetime! Limited Time Offer — up
to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-877-
652-0840

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead fo
major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home's value!
If you have water in your home that
needs to be dried, call 24/7; 1-877-
625-0433. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Reliable & experienced.

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

Competitive rates. From simple
household problems to installing

a brand new electrical system, we
can take care of it alll Call now
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you calll 1-877-
917-6746

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-877-914-0502

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or
an inspection today! 1-877-236-
3738, Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-877-606-2120

MISCELLANEQUS

End your tax worries today. Let
us make your tax problem our
priority. Scared, stuck with high
tax amounts? Our A+ tax profes-
sionals can help. Call for a FREE
consuiltation. Call Priority Tax now
1- 866-513-1506

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable, social
and stress-free travel designed for
mature travelers. Our tours include
accommodations, ransportation,
bagoage handling, sightseeing,
entrance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For a
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours.
Call YMT today. 1-855-548-2623

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan

modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019,
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews, Call
866-411-5215

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed
and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a
free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-390-6443

TV/INTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 42522!
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

\We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1380 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
{ Banjos. 1-877-515-0329
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